
  

We are digitizing a complete
 run of the Cotillion Ball Books – 
invaluable for family historians!

eBlackCU.net
Connecting Campus - Community - Collections
eBlackChampaign-Urbana contains over 500 digitized items:

● Newspaper clippings
● Photographs
● Obituaries
●Teacher Resource Guides
● Church Histories
●Champaign-Urbana Schools
●Family Histories
●Campus History
●City Maps
●Research Papers
●Exhibits
●And more!

 

The Park Street Mural exhibit – created by the 
eBlackChampaign-Urbana Summer Interns

We are mining already digitized texts, 
such as the Urbana Courier, to highlight 

local African-American history.

Anyone can contribute to this project! 
This image was  digitized by T.J. 
Blakeman as part of the Champaign 
Sesquicentennial Celebration from the 
Champaign County Historical Archives 
and then added to our database. 

Our goals are to spread this project locally and state-wide:

– Locally to include ALL members of Champaign-Urbana

– State-wide to ALL African-American communities in Illinois 

We could not do this project without our partners. 
Thank you so much to: Early American Museum, 
Champaign County Forest Preserve District; 
Champaign County Historical Archives, Urbana 
Free Library; American History Teachers 
Collaborative; Salem Baptist Church; North First 
Street Association; Community Informatics 
Initiative. This project is funded by the Office of the 
Vice Chancellor for Public Engagement, University 
of Illinois, and administered by the Community 
Informatics Research Laboratory, under the 
direction of Abdul Alkalimat and Kate Williams, 
Graduate School of Library and Information 
Science at the University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign.

Poster by Noah Lenstra, Deidre Murphy, Reginald Carr, Jelani Saadiq, Dominique Johnson, 
Jaime Carpenter, Rachel Harmon and Abdul Alkalimat

 

The eBlack 
Champaign-
Urbana Summer 
Team: (l to r) Noah 
Lenstra, Rachel 
Harmon, Jaime 
Carpenter, 
Dominique 
Johnson, Reginald 
Carr, Deidre 
Murphy, Abdul 
Alkalimat and 
Jelani Saadiq.
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