
Letter from the sident 

Dear Cotillion Supporters and Friends: 

Gamma Upsilon Psi Society is thankful for the support of family, friends, businesses, and 
the Champaign-Urbana community for the past 37 years. Your dedication and support are 
essential in making each Cotillion successful and profitable. 

The first Cotillion Ball was sponsored by the members of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, 
Incorporated. In 1974, Kathryn Humphrey and Margaret Smith, founded Gamma 
Upsilon Psi Society to assist the fraternity with the Cotillion. In 1977, Gamma 
Upsilon Psi Society became the sole sponsor of the annual Cotillion ball. 

The ten Debutantes that we present to you this evening have worked hard to earn their place 
as a Gamma Upsilon Psi Society Debutante. For the past 5 months, they have had meetings, 
workshops, rehearsals, and solicited donations via telephone, email, letters, and by 
knocking on doors. In addition to their responsibilities as a Debutante, these young ladies 
must also balance their other commitments which include strong academic performance, 
volunteer service, jobs, athletic teams, and church programs. 

Beyond the pageantry and scholarships, the Cotillion also provides Personal Enhancement 
workshops that focus on positive self image, communication skills, as well as college 
prepatory information, including study skills and the perils of accumulating massive debt 
during the undergraduate years. 

Former Debutantes are now entrepreneurs, teachers, doctors, lawyers, police officers, 
mothers, and yes, we even have a Miss America! The ten young women that we proudly 
present to you this year will also go on to make contributions to our community and our 
country. They are more than just pretty faces, neat white gloves, and gorgeous gowns. 
They are women of substance and strength with a long journey ahead of them. "A strong 
woman has faith that she is strong enough for the journey ... but a woman of strength has 
faith that it is in the journey that she will become strong ... " 

Sincerely, 

Jolynn C. Caroline 
President, Gamma Upsilon Psi Society 



Debutante-Escort Choreographer: 

LeShandra Allison Phillips Hayes was born August 8, 1972 to Russell 
(deceased) and Irene Phillips. Shawn, as she is fondly known, grew up in the 
Champaign-Urbana area. Shawn attended Leal Elementary School, Urbana 
Middle Schooland graduated from Urbana High School. She attended Mr. 
John 's School of Cosmetology in Urbana where she successfully completed her 
cosmetology certification but followed a different career path. 

Shawn has always had a love for older people and for helping others. A story 
often told by her mother is how the Mt. Olive Choir sang at a local nursing 
home once a month and she would always count on being the first to arrive and 
the last to leave as Shawn wanted to help bring the patients down to the room 
where the choir would be singing, and help return them to their rooms when all 
was over. 

Shawn grew up in the Mt. Olive Baptist Church, joined and was baptized at an 
early age. She sang in the Children's Choir, the Youth Choir, and now the 
Inspirational Choir where she is an assistant choir director. She also sings with 
her sister and mother, Noah Brown and Company and Worship and Spirit. 

Shawn also serves in her church as a Sunday school teacher in the Youth 
Department, one of the youth leaders, is active in the Women of Worship 
Ministry, is one of the choreographers of the Praise Dancers (youth and adult) , 
Hip Hop and Stepper Teams, a Vacation Bible School teacher, one of the Young 
Adult Ministry leaders, and serves on the Hour of Power team. 

Shawn has been married to Sam Hayes for 10 years and is the mother of 3 
biological children: Talandra, Devontrell and Sammie, the stepmother of 4: 
Clarissa, Brittney, Demario and Brishanna, and the grandmother of 3. 

One of her favorite scriptures is Psalms 121. Shawn is employed by Lincare, 
Inc. as a Regional Customer Service Representative Trainer. Her hobbies are 
singing, cooking and talking. 
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Cotillion 2009 Production Staff 

Debutante-Escort Choreographer: 

Johnny Lee Prowell III was born on November 23, 1987 and raised in 
Danville, Illinois. He attended school in Champaign Unit 4 School District 
and is currently a 21 year old student at Parkland Community College in 
Champaign. Although named after his father, his mother gave him the 
nickname "Johan". 

When Johan was two months old, he was diagnosed with meningitis 
which caused him to lose his hearing. Trying to adjust to being hearing 
impaired, Johan learned ASL (American Sign Language) and uses it to 
communicate. 

According to his mother, Johan has been dancing since he was a small 
child and has always has loved dancing. He started choreographing 
routines in elementary school and had his first talent show with his sister 
and two cousins appearing as guests to show their support. Johan has done 
tap dance, praise dance, modern jazz, hip-hop, waltz and step dancing. 
He teaches dance to three groups in Champaign: House Arrest 2, National 
Dance Team, Inc. and Dream Team Chapter 2. The teams .he is involved 
with are his heart! 

lohan has appeared on WCIA Channel 3 News several times in the past 
two years. He has been frequently asked how he became a dancer when 
he can not hear. He answer is simple: "That's the gift I received from my 
mother and from GOD!" One thing that lohan knows for sure is that he is 
not, will not, and refuses to let anyone discourage him from using the gift 
he has been blessed with . .. the gift that sets him apart from other people, 
makes him different, unique and special in the arena of dance. 

"I'm deaf and I want to be the first person to tell you that we can do 
anything, including DANCE! 

Escort Step Choreographer: 

Ralph Russell is a fire fighter with the Champaign Fire Department. 
He is a graduate of Tugaloo College and has a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Music Education. Ralph is a member of Canaan Evangelistic Church 
where he sings with the Victory Chorale. He is married to Angela and is 
the proud father of one son, Ralph II and two daughters, Raevyn and 
Rylie. As a member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, Ralph has 
choreographed many routines and performed in several step shows 
over the years. This is his eighth opportunity to serve as Escort 
Choreographer for Gamma Upsilon Psi Society and the Cotillion Ball. 

"Where there is no struggle~ there is no strength/~ Oprah Winfrey 
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Cotillion 2008 Production Participants 

Toastmaster: 

Terry A. Napper (the "A" is still for amazing) has been employed with the After 
School Child Care Program for the Urbana School District 116 for almost 21 . 
years. A Christian young man andlover of Jesus, he proudly serves as a Deacon, 
Director of Music and Sunday School Teacher at Mt. Olive Baptist Church. Terry 
is a mentor to young black men and loves to have fun. He has been married to 
Rhonda for 19 years and is the proud father of three sons, Terrell, Terrance and 
Teron. Terry has graciously and joyously served as Toastmaster for the Cotillion 
Ball for the past several years. 

Debutante Presenter: 

Dr. Nina Patterson Caldwell is the Vice President for Student Life, Dean of 
Students and Assistant Professor in the School of Education at Maryville 
University of St. Louis, Missouri. Her 20 year career span in higher education 
includes being an elementary school teacher and working at multiple universities 
and colleges including the University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana. Dr. Patterson 
Caldwell earned her Doctorate of Education in Organization and Leadership from 
the University of San Francisco, Masters of Science in Counseling from Illinois 
State University, Nonnal, Illinois, Bachelors of Arts in Elementary Education from 
Dillard University, New Orleans, Louisiana, and her Masters in Business 
Administration from Maryville University, St. Louis, Missouri. Dr. Patterson 
Caldwell currently lives in St. Peters, Missouri with her husband Derrick; they 
have two children, Ashley and Cameron. She is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc., an Urbana native and graduate from Urbana Sr. High and a proud 
debutante from the Class of 1981" It's My Turn". 

Escort Presenter: 

Dr. William M. Patterson is the Associate Director of the Bruce D. Nesbitt African 
American Culture Center and an Adjunct Assistant Professor in the Department 
of African American Studies at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. Dr. 
Patterson is also a Faculty Fellow in the Academy of Entrepreneurial Leadership 
as well as founder and co-director of the Youth Media Workshop, a collaborative 
initiative with WILL. A self described indigenous scholar, Dr. Patterson was 
nurtured and influenced by indigenous leaders such as John Lee Johnson, Bud 
Johnson, Reverend William B. Keaton, Walter Clifton, his sister Dr. Nina 
Patterson-Caldwell, and Fannie Taylor, his mother. He is a 2000 graduate of the 
Department of Educational Policy Studies at the University of Illinois, Urbana
Champaign. His research, course development, and instruction concentrate on 
engaging students of the post-civil rights era, i.e., the Hip Hop generations. Black 
Leadership Development, Service Learning from a Hip Hop Perspective, KRS: 
Hip Hop Artistry and Social Activism, C.R.E.A.M. (Cash, Rules , and Everything 
Around Me), and Hip Hop and Social Entrepreneurship are courses he has devel
oped and taught. Dr. Patterson is married to Lori Gold Patterson and the father of 
three children, Maya, William Jordan, and Donovan. 

6 


