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,0 /04 ~~~ ~'t'\oC)o Go to the people. Live among them. Learn from them. 
Love them. Start with what you know. Build on what thry 

have. But of the best of leaders when their task is done) 
the people will remark: 

(We have done it ourselves)} 

Chinese poem 

Taking seriously the need to do work which 
benefits the local area, we engaged in discussion 
with professionals servicing clients in the North 
end of Champaign. These individuals armed us 
with a short list of community needs which 
included: teen center, grocery store, more youth 
activities, and a community center sponsored and 
run by those living in the surrounding 
neighborhood. We initiated this project during the 
fall 2007 semester. During this short time, with the 
help of with representatives from the City of 
Champaign, we identified two possible locations to 
carry out these needs. We were constrained by 
resources; hence we chose to produce this 
document which identifies art murals in public 
spaces. The following booklet illuminates the 
creative impulse that has shaped this area through 
the years, as well as outlines the key moments in 

Champaign's North End. 



In making this pamphlet, we spoke with many 
individuals who live and/or work in the North 
end. Overwhelmingly individuals referenced the 
important life events they experienced at Douglass 
Park and within the facilities that are at the border 
of the park. To this end, an art walk would fail to 
be significant without acknowledging the various 
forms of art and social activities that have 
occurred in this space. 

Douglass Recreation Center, 197 5 

Douglass Recreation Center 1977 
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Dou~lass Park and Recreation Center 
The Douglass Community Center or Neighborhood House 
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"Blacks in Champaign County not only suffered 3\ • .. 
econorruc restriction, but experienced social )t7: 
segregation as well. In response to having separate . . 
and inadequate communal facilities for ' 
Champaign-Urbana Blacks, the Douglass 
Community Center was founded in the early 1930s." 
(http://www.prairienet.org/years/douglass.htm) ~.~ < ' J 

\ .... ~"',~ ' .. , 
The center named for the scholar and activist itk4t.:, 
Frederick Douglass, was rebuilt in 1945. III 

DOlJGLA. Sep 19th, 1946 
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Dou~lass Park and Recreation Center 
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DOllrs1ass Park arld Recreation Center " 

For . nea~ly eight decades, the Douglass Park area ~ 
(which includes the park, center, and annex) has ~~:\~ 
been an inclisp~nsable to reside~ts in C~amp~gn's ~.:: 
north end. Residents have partlcipated in variOUs ~~,,·~:tJ · 

artistic and recreational activities which include, but 
are certainly not limited to, African and modern 
dance, football, vocal and instrument lessons, 
karate, basketball, roller skating, reading activities, 

computer skills, and various other games. ' ~~'~~~:,:t 
A~clitionally, the liv~s and hard work of ~cho~l Mli 
children and adults alike have been celebrated in this . 
space. In the meeting rooms, during activities, and 
during the annual Champaign Urbana Days 
reunion, people recall feeling connected to the area 
and speak of this area with great pride. 

June 11,1969 



Dou~lass Park and Recreation 

Mar 23,1969 

Jul 19, 1972 

BOOKTURTLE \~ 
Six , I treel librarians" who 

dance and distribute books 
throughout the community, 
are a new service at the Doug· 
la .s Library. Three of them, 

Dec 1, 1972 
.---~ 

5 and mater ials for young 
children. The six < re in the 
Neighborhood Youth Corps 
prog r am. 
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Douglass Park and Recreation Center ~ 
-) 

This recreation space was hard won and those 
supplying activities in the space have had to be 
constantly vigilant to ensure that resources and 
activities remain present. Community groups have 
(and still do) debate tirelessly with the Park District, 
other city agencies, and the university over the 
growth, development, and use of the park area. 
During the sixties and seventies, coalitions between 
University of Illinois programs and the center 
provided students free visual arts and music classes, 
a day camp program, and funds for the purchase of 
skates. These connections were often short, for a 
summer or semester. In the late sixties, many serving 
In leadership positions wanted what current 
university professionals are still arguing for: a long 
term collaboration between current U of I 
professors, staff, students, and residents. Long term 
collaborations may alleviate needs such as space, 
understaffing, different activities, and monetary 
resources. In addition to collaboration with 
university affiliated individuals, as early as 1973 there 
has been a call for coalitions between other agencies 
serving north end residents such as the Urban 
League and local ministers. Quoting former center 
leader Nate Dixon "If all of us in the community 
knows exactly what the other is doing, I think we can 
reach a lot more people." 
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Douglass Par-k arld Recr-eation CerlteI' _ 
--' ~"" .. ' ' :"':', ; . . . ." , ., . 

This recreatlon space was hard won and those ~ -" _" '~ 

supplying ac~:ities in the space have had to be ~:\~ 
co~s~antly vlgilant to ensure that. resources and ~.. _~ 
actlvltles remaln present. Commuruty groups have ~ ,~tJ : 
(and still do) debate tirelessly with the Park District, 
other city agencies, and the university over the 
growth, development, and use of the park area. 
During the sixties and seventies, coalitions between 
University of Illinois programs and the center 
provided students free visual arts and music classes, 
a day camp program, and funds for the purchase of 
skates. These connections were often short, for a 
summer or semester. In the late sixties, many serving 
in leadership positions wanted what current 
university professionals are still arguing for: a long 
term collaboration between current U of I 
professors, staff, students, and residents. Long term 
collaborations may alleviate needs such as space, 
understaffing, different activities, and monetary 
resources. In addition to collaboration with 
university affiliated individuals, as early as 1973 there 
has been a call for coalitions between other agencies 
serving north end residents such as the Urban 
League and local ministers. Quoting former center 
leader Nate Dixon "If all of us in the community 
knows exactly what the other is doing, I think we can 
reach a lot more people." 
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Dou~las~ Park and Recreation Center 
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Dou~lass arld Lt.ecreation Center' 

I I ct' J I II 

June 27, 1975 

Scp 25 , 1975 
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DOllulass PaI'k and ReCI'eatioIl Centel __ 
.... J . ' ' " ' 'ttl " \ • 

Resident's stories of interaction in the park area ~ 
provide ~s with ~ope. Individuals working in this ~;~ 
area provIde ~s wIth kno~ledge an~ strategy. We are ~,:' , ~ 
called to action, to bUIld the alliances so many ' .~ , 
working in the agencies have proposed we do. Hope 
because we understand the function this area has 
served and hope because we come to realize that this 
historic landmark will continue to supply future 
generations with community based and supported 
activIties. 

, [. __ .... _-- '~ - -- - ".~~.: -

l . . r' ' . ' , t ~ ""7 '" -- ", .j,- -4 r t r t ., ~ i'"' -r. .... 
. ~ ~ ! "" '." ..... :.. ..." ... ..... . .. ), ),; < 

-...£;,,:~ ..... ,.' 

STYLE SHow;;1 , 
~~-"" 

Tr' udy Ovc rst cd was one of 
fo ur ,Dou9 ' ss Senior' C it izc ns 
who modr:l cd clothing in a 
style s ho \, Sunday at Dougl a ss 

, _ C!! t1te r_ M cm rs of the 'cnior I 

I cit izens g roup organiled the 
te a .:Inc! sho " , it h Dona Me

.1<inzie as d ircetorof th e style 
"~w .md Sara Sco tt in charoe 
~ ~ ., ",t'1e te,l , 

Jul 24, 1973 

Aug 5, 1973 

~ , . 
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Dot~~lass 
Jan 1, 1977 

Park and Recreation Centel' 

l\Iartin Luth _\]" I{ ing fete 
FWl At d/.. 1S7 D 1 ~a ,urda~ at oug a 
A da .. - IOIlA <:elcbralinll 10 

honor of ~!31 l in LuL~('I' Kmg's 
birlhday IS planned for Sahl r-
day al Dollblas~ Celli' 
in Champaign. 

H~ program is Ix III >1' 'n
Fo! cd b Doug"~ (elll I' in 
coopera tion \\'Im Ihe Shar!\lc
ford _ fro - American Culture 
CPlller in Champaign 

An 8 a.m. servic will be gin 
the da)' . The sern cc will hr 
highligh t by sr\'cral record
ings o[ Dr King's speeche~. 
A continen al brCllkfnst' L'~ 
will be oHered. 

special children's program 
is schedu led for 2 p.m. SHlur
da\' after noon. The program 
" iii feature t \ (1 films . " I Il ave 
II Dream" and "From !llon!-

April 4, 1969 

gomer) to J 1emphL~ .. fI drn-
1116tlC pre:" ntJlJon an ommu 
m l)' brt disp :.)' also are schcd
ult'd 

71.£, rl ning cclebrnuon \\ 111 
be In ,t i:30 and will (rail! r 
. peakcr~. a ... I amhtic ~.,. "It· 
lion and the C'.ombmed ummu
nitl' Choir directed by Wi lie 
. ummervil e. Sp-~ak ers wiU b 
the ReI'. Ed R dick , a IStRnt 
director of Oneralion Pl S I 
an Prof. John Higt;nSQn, from 
the history department at 

OJ hern llIinois UniverslI y in 
DeK;llb. There also ~i11 be 
dramatic reading by Ernest 
J1 cl,rll t. 

Martin Luther King Day has 
been proclaimed by offici als 
('[ uoth Charnpnign and r
bnn~ . 

c 
E 

Mar 27,1974 

Douglass Cellier 

1~~:"~!",~~~~~~,~"," 
T t'-_..da\ inforlnalh appro'l't.l a ~o l) lh hbrLlr} 1 _ltheo" lhtH: 
ltbri\f\ 'f r DnugJ ss ('(:lItc; Th thi"' til)' , CHuM p:ty ill" c"fwlntl"( 
" '1[\' dPP, re.i)T("v WIU turn m L: ,~,f 1J.i) t .1'l.()UO t"(ln ... trutllflfl 
dC'f.~ for oOU&13,' r> n l e r ('()st (Ilf ;t PJ:Oi)f~ . .Ni 1_' lo ... , :-Iluart-
B 'hrd.ley Center "lid tile C' c:,"- 1100I hI .-U' v In Ull' J."'fl"" ('rn 
lrr to the Charnpaign Park DI~' cr. which ",,1),110 be (.ouuh.'<i ITI 

t.rlCI ~Ilt 
The dt..'C'h;ion.s wert: ("lH."h(:d J,)hn I ""t .lo11l1;:o(.ln objc'('\(,(l 1,\ 

in srpOjratc !'ludy se.' ions "il. lurnir.~ v~N lhl' BC'3rd..:lf,)' C<:i1 
mrunber. of lJll! Rumhnm ell)' Icr d"L,1 
L'bran Board 'hirh iJperul\o ("lund! nl"mtwr:-. .,1~o ar.: 
the aialllp3l~ Public UbI' a!} , h I,ny, IJI)ut "h.th~r to conduct 
anti' tile ChnlOpnign P.,'k Dis· p"IJhr inlcnicwo orC'h't;'p;ugn 

I fr iel. \ ~la)Or Vir nl r.. \'. Iko[l> 1«0 
Th council. the 'Iy Mona 'cr nominees ror e Ch~mpa!gn 

Warren B. Browning's r m- lillm. nclnl10ns C'.omm'~'lOn 
mcnrJauon, agreed it " ould turn' . - --- I 
over $.135.000 in federal revenue-' 
sharing fund " hlch h bocn 
d ign,led for usc in builulllR I 
" new library fHclht) Th~ 

e 
c 

not ,- n hlil C - cuI· 

nc r'fi LO understand 
in and h w 

play be -or 
a glC nuin 
mi l ic 0 " 
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Dou~lass Park and Recreation 

Oct 6, 1968 
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Dou~lass Park and Recreation 

rec center "i I b 

D ec 8, 1976 
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Douglass Park and Recreation 

In their f11m, " And the Beat 
Goes On: the Spirit and the 
Legacy of the Douglass 
Center Drum Corps" (2006), 
authors Nick Green, Brian 
Mitchell, Jay Walker, as well as 
Coreyawn Donald, I<wan 
Cobbs and Mike Jones 
document the profound 
impact music had on creatlng 

feeling of a 

pride". 

" . commuruty 

(http://www.will.uiuc.edu/pr 
essroom/ drumcorps.htm) 

r .. 
rIp 

Aug 29, 1960 

Jul19, 1968 



Douf:';lass 

tUlUIl j .. I 1.:11 h i \\\11 "",,II\ll ' , \1,1 

drum UI i nll' n' ~l ln I ('~ I,1n 
illg the ,un " .... lid lhl' Ileal 
(~ ( 'l' On rhl'.'1 il il in the 
l egaq "I' the l)oll~l[lsS Cl'n 
11'1' Ilrtll1l ( '01 1 ~ , " \\'ill hl' 
~ 1t\1I\11 il l nooll ~Mllnll" al 
Boardman' Alt 'Ih ea'tl e 
Tht' puhlic is inl'lt d 

II was Paller, Oil ' , idea 10 

lIlnk!" I he docu!1Ient;!rv J Ie 
a lld Kimh' r li" [([,<lIllel;, out-
1'('1\(' 11 ,'oordina tor :,t WIl.1. 
t\~ I - F 1, '1 \', ar the eXt<.: lI 

tive prntiut:crs of "A nd tit · 
Beat Goes On," the Ihird 
pro.iect of Ih e Yl1uth 1cdi1l 
Works hop, The IWO lIirct:t 
th > workshop, wlllch tl.'11ch· 
es media protlllction lel'll
niques I I) t'conoillically 
diverse, fr ican-Amcr icnn 
·' tudents ['1'0111 Challlpaign

rban[l public, mi.ddJe nnd 
high ChllO ls, 

for tlL' .) , l11inutc ciot:u 
Illculilry , t Ill~ YO llths inter , 

Par-k 

If you go .. , 
What: Youth Media Work

shop presenls "And th Be~t 
G cs On: 1 he Spirit in the 
Legacy of the Douglass Cen· 
ter Drum Corps," with sup
port from WILL·TV, 
Innovative Ed Consulting Inc. 
and funded in part by a 
gran t fron1 tho Illinois 
Hum nities Coun it. 

When: Noon Satu rday, 

de vf.>d Ihree former III m
bers or IIII' Drum orp5, R 

former drill learn member 
and a yOllng man whu many 
hope wi l l rejuvenate t he 
I rU11I Corp , The vuul hs 
a lso hell cd pullogethcr <Inti 
cdil I he c!oCUIll€'nlllry 

'I'hc a ll · mal€, I nllgl8~s 
C nl 'I Drum Curp a lld 11 11 -
femak uril l lealll starlet! in 

Itecl'ea t iOrl Cerlter 

Where: Board man's All 
Theatre, t 26 W. Church St. , 
C. 

Tickets: Free, 
A question-and·answer 

~e sian wi ll follow, and pea· 
pie ppcaring in the dotll 
rmintary and the student 
producers, among t hem Bri· 
an Mitchell, Nick Green and 
Jay Wa lker, will attend, 

1 he car l" ' 50s, Over I he 
yt'<1I" I he team had v' r iou 
leuders, among thelll l\liJton 
" Bullerl a ll " Norwoon, 
de, t:ribed as a real ~how
mun, 

" Ue was a b ig, hea\' ' set 
guy who coul d move like he 
weig hed 101 015 pounds ," 
recalls J3u e! ,Juhn son, a for, 
me r Dru m orp lea der 

himself. 
Also appciJ ' ing in th\! uoc· 

umentarv lJesid 'S J ohnsun 
arC' f Ol'li1et' IJru 11 Co 'ps 
leader .J esse Halcliffc, ror-
m r InClllbci' TelT\' 
Townsend and fOl'l11e'1' 
mnju\'t'IIl' Linul1 Tu rnbull , 
~he re ll1embers l!Jal their 
going to the 191\8 compel i· 
lion in '\I' York wus "like 
f!ui ll g 10 1I 0ll y\\'oo d ," he 
had never left Champaign 
before, 

In New York, the drum 
corps competed againsl ,346 
oth r groups from through
out the ni ted Stares, "Not 
ulI I)' were we illtim id(lled hy 
th em, bu t we were 
impressl'cl hy lhem," John
SOli I'ecall s, Townsend, who 
d sc ri bes th iT win as unbe· 
liewlble, recalls CBS ;ilew 

please see DRUM CORPS, 0 -6 
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Dou~lass Park and Recreation 

JRU'MCORPS 
Continued from 0-1 

anchorman Walter Croul,hite 
talking about them on he 
c enlng ne\ s and a state-police 
escort from Indian back to 
Champaign. 

" It was iii c IV' had won the 
N l\A Fillal 'our," he says. 

The do 'umCnlUl'Y ends with 
Le, Duncan, a charismatic 
young man who many bop wil l 
'e iv the Drum JrpH. A for
m r hi 'ago resident, Dunl:an 
r ecent ly graduot I from 

rbmHl High dlO l. He had 
beg un play ing tho dr ums when 
he WB, S; he was a J Huer on the 
instrument at his Ch1 ago mid
tlJ ,chool. In . And the 13 at 
l[)e ~ n," Dt nc&n ays peop le 

hwe to 'UPPlJrt tl e .l rum orp::; 
and Lh' ch ildrell who want to be 
pat't of it 

"Support is everythIng ," h 
~ays. 

Pall erson, n ass ciat 
dil' etol' of the }\fric.:In Am ri 
can ' tueli s and I{ search Pro
gram at til . r iv nit)' of 
Winoi would agr t:. hJ I'S a 
dream to get it going again," P t
terson said. IJ s icl Hat Iiff i' 
p rh ~" p the onl con i tent 
a pect of th Drum OrJlB. 

The documentary shows 111m 
outside Uougla '9 enter, pound
ing 8\\ay and blowing a whi 'tk 
in his mouth. 

Around him oung tel'S drum, 

too. 
"The main thing is I he drums 

an ;) iIi horrib le. hape " Pat tel'. on 
said. "Th y ha e a lot of 1 hem, 
hUT, ,. guin, lh 'y 're not all \\ L blc. 

"The quads has a ~ ' rew lhal 
pokes Lee ill th . gu t,::tll rhey 
lon 't even h(l\l' h,IS . dr\lm

st lcics. ~oml' rum: arc t ( 0 bIg 
for ~UIl1t: uf {lie J..lds vliu w,JII1 lu 
g ,t invo l\'ed . Th cqllipnlcnt is 
outdut 'd, but 1 he spirit uf th 
mUSh': t there so pcople wlll do 
i anywcy." 

The Douglass 
Center Drum 
COIPS und r 
the dire ion 
of Bud John
on wore mil

itary-style 
uniforms as a 
result of his 
experience in 
the u.s. mili
tary. 

Early American 
Muscum/ D r" 

Hos~",~ ~oltection 

A a scholar PatterHon, who 
h (doctoral <legre frum th 

1 in e lucaliol1al policy, aid he 
is inler '::. le I il1 J) III ,lass Par i 
and Douglas enl ' 1' antI th 
llwny a ' 1 ivili s thal once xi~t
ed th('1' ' in additiol1 lu lhe Drum 
Corp:,. 

H nnd KI':Jmch plan to have 
t il \ out h 111 ' d l Cl \ 0 'ksl op 
mak ' I more exT 'n o ive do ' u-
11 .111al' on those. T ward II t 

gual, the ' ar . pplrmg for a 
250,000 ' rant. 
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Dou~lass Park and Recreation 

I R nr · . I . I ' Mi'. rhum", !Vill ·TV 
e« .Il t I P, center WII I willte lal, l{'ac ltes dllrnlllllng to YO llngsters at the Douglass Center in Champaign Ralcliffe 

apppars In th Youth Media Wnrkshop dOCllfll nlary 'And tlte Beal Goes On: . 

DO UGLASS CEN1 ER DRUM CORPS 

: Douglass Park 

The annual Champaign-Urbana Days occurs the 
second Saturday of each August in this park 
(http://www.prairienet.org/years/calendar.htm). 
This celebration is earmarked as a homecoming 
event in which families reunite, eat, and engage in 
events such as the basketball tournament hosted 
by Sean Williams and the fashion show supervised 
and managed by long time community member 
Linda Turnbull. The most recent park celebration 
was highlighted by a shift in activities and actors. 
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Douf51as~ Par-k aIld Recr-eatioIl CeIltel ~ 

Many weekend 
events an ed 

-U ays 
Food, shows, 

games, rides 
will be offered. 
By PAUL WOOD 
News-Gazette Staff Writer 

CHAMPAIGN - Family ties 
. and community bonds have 
been celebrated for nearly two 
decades at th"e Champaign
lJrbana Days in Douglass Park. 

Nicole Steward. the summer 
camp coordinator for the 
Champaign Park District, says 
the e\·ent has gro\l"n to attr<lct 
more than 3.000 people \'!lH;h 

year. 
The cyents. all free of cbarge. 

:';art today and run through 
Sunday at the Douglass Com 
m,l11ity Center. 51.::! E. (;.ro\·\:, St., 
c. 

Ac:ti':ilics include· barbecue 
cook-off. youth game:>. Ci t'oulIl'e 
house. senIOr lum:heun and bin· 
go. carni':al riclt!s Cinel Ci bll~ket
hall tournament. Also included 
arc a cal' shO\\" , () til lent show 
and a fashlOl1 show. 
"cndor~ from :1l'ounJ the 

area will offrr their wares. 
Tonight. there's a IllO\ i.e ill 

[he pi:\l·k. "Sp~ Kids." and peo
ple ar-e welcome to bring blan
kets and chair.-. Ste\vard said. 

This year's Herb Stt'\'t'ns 
l\lemonal Talent sho\\" from .s to 
9 p.m. is special. she said . 
because :\lr. Sten'ns, a phi lan
thropist from Pa.-ton. ·recently 
died 

··For man~ ~ears. he spnn
"ored the event on Fridays," 
Steward said. "Anyone 18 and 
younger could showcase a tal
ent. and each participant got 
~-t(). This year is different. with 
scholarship s and awards. He 
left instructions in his wf!l.·' 

Saturday is a baseball to urna
ment from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 

a barbecue cook-off showcasing 
local purveyors ·of the specialty 
meats. Mayor J erry 
Schweighart will bt! the judge 
of .the cook-off, whici1-starts-at ·-
2 p.m. 

"The car and motorcycle 
show features antique vehicles. 
and get!' more popular eac h 
year." Steward said. 

J\ lpllil Kappa Alpha will pres
ent school a nd community 
awards. 

Sizzling Greg Bacon and The 
Genenc DJ· will prcl\-ide music. 

The final d<)y will (eature the 
continued tournaments and a 
gospel fest sho'.Vc(lsing . local 
choirs from 'l to 7 p.I11 ... Steward 
:"tiid. 

There will also be a BCiCk:-to
Scl100l Fair at Champaign
Urbana Days at Douglass Park 
that is happenillg from 10 a.m. 
to·l p.m. Satur-day . The Christie 
Clinic Van. staffed by Family 
Practitioner Volunteers from 
CI'lristie Clinic and the Carle 
Foundation's Mobile Un it. 
staffed IN vol unteers from th t! 
Public Hea lth Department . will 
be there at the Dou ~la ss Com 
munit\, Center pro\'idillg free. 
school health exams to unin
sured children. free immuniza
li ,ins. and assis t ing un ins ured 
families to.sign up for the state 
KidCa re and FamilyCare insur 
ance programs. 

Also this weekend at Dou
glass Park an d the [armel's ' 
market. the Anti~War. Anti
Racism Effort wlll haye infor
mational banners and leaflets 
marking the anniversary of the 
United States · dropping 
lVeapons of mass destruction ou 
the Japanese cities of Hiroshi-

,.ma and Nagasaki. Aug. 6 and 9. 
19o.!S. • . 

You can reach Paul Wood ilt (217) 
351·5203 or via e-mail at 
pwood@news-gazette.coln. 

Aug, 2003 
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Dou~lass Park arld RecI'eation Cerltel " 

~
"'."" . . ', . t ,' . 
( .. '. '~ 
~r ·.J ""f' '" . 5th and Park Mural 
~ " \ $';;" ,~ 

Angela Rivers, Bennie Drake, Eugene Britt, and ~, : 
Daniel Mitchell created a respected community -,"\ " 
landmark from latex, oil, and lead based paints 
donated by community members. In cooperation 
with the City of Champaign, Angela Rivers initiated 
this project to provide area youth with an , 
opportunity to create art and to provide hope to all . :,:~~: ,.: .. t 

• • ~I' (;l~ 
who Vlewed the mural. Both Rivers and Drake ill 
selected the mural site because it was close to their ' 
homes and near community churches. After 
choosing the site, the wall was sandblasted and the 
artists proceeded to transfer initial sketches onto the 
wall. The sketches were then filled with paint. 
Angela Rivers holds a position at the DuSable 

Museum in Chicago, Illinois. Eugene Britt and 
Bennie Drake still live in the Champaign Urbana 
area. Drake is still creating artwork using masonite, 
acrylics, rendering with pen and ink. He describes his 
current works as a "mind game", illuminating the 
evolution and continual changing nature of life 
objects. 
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Dou~lass Park and Recreation CenteI 

,,~ . " .. t~'~~-'\~'1 
~ ~ . h 

I .J 
. ~ I . '- ':1 

~~~~~..(,~".::::L~.s':Ii_;)j-:-,~:!';;~~~S 

The Drake Family: Mr. Bennie Drake on right 

~ ~ , 
\ . 
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Dours1ass PaI'k and Recr-ea t ion Cerlter __ 

Douglass Park Sculpture: Fredrick Douglass: In a 
$~'I '~ 

Remembrance ~,' ; 

Sculptor and mUSICIan Preston Jackson lives in 
Illinois, spending a majority of his time teaching at 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and in 
Peoria at the Checkered Raven Gallery. 
The following is a portion of the artist's statement, 

taken directly from the Champaign Public Library 
website: 
"This sculpture is an archway piece it is a 
two-way door that symbolizes a gateway to both the 
past and the future. The door, which is central to the 
piece, is in a fixed position, neither open nor closed. 
The bar-like structures in the door suggest 
confinement of some sort. Dualities in symbolism 
and thought abound. At the very top we see storm 
clouds and a menacing-looking black tree whose 
branches pierce space like bony fingers searching 
for a hangman's rope. It also suggests the 
impending Civil War and the events at Harper's 
Ferry, events which occurred during Douglass' 
1 i f e tim e " 
(http://champaign.org/ about_us/ douglass_branch 
_library / douglas s_s culpture.html) 
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Douglass Park and Recreation 
-' 

Mural: Booker T. Washington School 
Shauna Carey, Art Teacher at Booker T. 

Washington, describes the project in the following 
way: 
"The mural was painted with a group of eight 5th 
grade students as an enrichment project in 2002. 
The kids decided on the images and events that 
made our school unique. I drew the mural with 
their input and they painted it. We worked once a 
week for about a semester on it. A parent suggested 
the quote from Booker T. Washington and it fit with 
our school philosophy so it seemed the right quote 
to use." 
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DOUfSlass Park arld Recreation Center ,,\ ,;~ 

Staff at the Don Moyer's Boys and Girls Club have [?i 
worke~ with stu~e~ts ov~r the !ea~s to p~oduce ~': \~ 
four diffe.rent art1st1c projects highlighted 1n ~his ':~,. ; 
tour. Artists are area youth from ChampaIgn, ~ ~ , 

Urbana, and Rantoul Illinois. Three works are 
exhibited at the club. Another is exhibited at the 
Douglass Center. 

Upon entering the Don Moyer's the ceiling or 
"Tile art" is visible. Members paint tiles that reflect 
a favorite pet, animal, activity, or even their names. 
Each year, more tiles are painted, filling the 
corridor of the main hallway club members 
frequent. 
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D01.1f51ass Park arld Lt.ecI'eation Cerltel ;; = 
. ., 

"Continents" is another project found directly to ~r :' 
~h 
~ " the right before entering the gymnasium. Art 4~ 

therapist Morris Mosley and club members ~. : 
produced this wall art in 2006 according to staff ~,:r\ . 

members. Continents are made from wood and 
decorated with various multi-colored cloths, 
painted versions of masks, a pencil drawing of a 
Trojan horse, animals, fish, and pottery. 
Current staff at the Boys and Girls club are not 

certain as to who the artists of the large mural 
(found in the gymnasium) are. "Gymnasium 
mural" appears to be crafted from bright colored 
acrylic paints. Individuals are shown playing 
basketball, shooting pool, working out 
mathematical equations, among other activities. 
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