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|'| The highest freaquency of per cent. in the total Negro population
I o2 Champaign=-Urbena was found in 1880, followed in order of fre-
quency by 1910. Among the combined total population of the Twin
Cities, the highest in order of frequency was 1900 with next great-
¢st advance inm 1910. As & whole, the Negro populastion increased et
8 slower rate in ths 1lest decade than in other decenniasl periods
for both the Negro population ard totsl populstion, while the =slow-
et rate of incresse in the totel population was found in 1880. The

psr cent. Negro to totel population remeinsd the same in 1860 ena

11870, At these two census dates, the Negro populstion was only two
per cent. of the total populetion, and inereased to four per cent.
bfor ths two succeeding periode. However, in 1900 the percenteage
decreased to three per cent., but incressed sgein in 1910 to four
bper cent., In the period between 1910 end 1920, the per cent. Negro
'ftia total population ineressed two per cent., beyond 1910, but re-
peined et six per cent. for both 1920 and 1930 respectively, waich
wes nearly two per cent. higher than the per cent. of liegroes to
total population for the state in 1930. Though the per cent.
growth of the llegroes for Champaign-Urbana varied somewhat, the
Bbsolute growth in numbers for the two towns showed auits e differ-
enpe, However, the decade between 1880 snd 1890 showed & dscrease
0f 5 per cent . in the Negro population for Champeign, which causes
8 decrease of 5 per cent., in the total Negro population for the
fwin Citiss. In looking st Table IX in Chapter I, it is shown that

B decrease is not & local condition but & stete-wide condl tion

for this decade. Champsign has attracted a much larger number of
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Negroes than Urbans, due no doubt in pert to the accommodstions
iffered the Negroee in Champaign. In the sixty years between 1870
ind 1930, the Negro population in Champaign inereased 1199 per cent.
I'ile in Urbana the Negro population increased 885 per cent.

I Tables XIV and XV show the distribu%tion of age groups for the
ggro populetion in Chempaign-Urbana, while Table AVI gives the

ga groupings of Champaign only, ms the age groupe of Urbana were

ot listed in the 1910 eensus, In order to present more uniform

gblea, the mge groups were showvn in Tables XIV, XV and XVI as they
¢ given in the 13th Census, Since the age groups 20-44 years
gre four times greater than the age groups up to nineteen years,
e dotted lines give combined per cent. of the first nineteen

gers, to correspond with the 20-44 years age group. Table XVII
jivecs the number found in each age eection end & more defined mge .
Pouping than is shown in Tables XIV, ZV and XVI. The totel Negro i
ppiiation was divided into two divisions, which showed 51 per cent. I
snales and 49 per cent. males in 1930, and 51 per cent. males &nd
dper cent. females in 1920 and 1910. The age groups were figured |
peording fto the per cent. of males and females found within easch
_'_rata division. The under 5 year group for meles shows this
joup to be 11 per cent. im 192, as sgainst 10 per ecent, in 19220 ‘
1910, which included Chempeign only, while on the female =ide,
§ Trin Cities in 1920 had 7 per cent, in the under 5 year group,
10 per cent. for both towns in 19%. Champaign hed 9 per cent.

'8l]l femeles in the under 5 year group. In Champesign in 1910,

#meles in the 5-9 year group were 8 per cent, of the llegro male
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pulation, and 10 per cent. of the Legro males of the Twin Cities
i 1920 and 1920. On the female side for this same age group, the
per cent, females decreased from 1910 to 1920, amd increased again
in 1970 until it was equal with the mals populetion for 1930. The

ferele population in 1920 for the Twin Citiss was 1 per cent. lerger

e the mele population in the 10-19 year group. This same age
oup for Champaign in 1910 showed 5 per cent. mors females than
gles, In 1930, the femmles hed descreesed 1 per cent, 28 compeared
0w & 1 per cent. increese for the males over the 19280 rate. The
fi-44 year ege group for all three tables showed the largest per
gut. of any age group. The nunmbsr of persons found within this
foup veried from 44 per cent, to 48 per cent. for the femmles, and
ptwesn 41 per cent. and 46 per cent., for the meles during this
griod of 30 yeers. The 45 years and over age group decreased

garly half in per cent. a8 against the preceding sge period in all
irees teblee. There were 20 per cent, in the female division, 45
gore and over, for 1920 end 192, and 16 per cent. in 1910 for

In the male division, the highest frequeney in per cent,.

pmpeign.
B8 found in 1930, with 22 per cent., followed by 1920 and 1910,

jgh heving 20 per cent. end 18 per cent. respectively. In looking
yfable XIV and considering the dotted lines, the female division
@ the createst number of persons in the 20-44 year group, and the
g8 hed the most in the 0-19 yeer and 46 end over group. The
fference in per cent,, howsver, wee very minor. Iess than 1 per
e, of the women were unknown as to what mge group they belonged.

gable IV, the mele divieion had 12 per cent. more persons in the

|
|




Tabls XVII

Age Distribution for the Negro
Population of Champeign~-Urbana@

1930 1920 1910
Twin Cities Twin Cities Chempe ign
Number Per Cent, Nugb er Per cent. Number Per Cent.

Age Groups L. F. M. F. Age Groups M. K. M, F. Age Groups i, PF. M. F.
All eges 966 1026 100% 100% A1l ages 803 766 100% 100% All ages 883 376 100% 100%
7

Under B 102 104 11 10 vynder 5 77 B2 Under 5 S8 3210
Under 1 g2 29 2. 3. Under 1 12 18 1 2 Under 1 12 g 3 1
5-9 89 102 9. 10. B-9 64 68 B 9 B5-9 a8 27 10 7
10-14 B8 66 9 6 10-14 61 67 8 9 10-19 B2 72 14 19 A
15-19 76 684 B 9 15-19 69 67 9 9 20-44 181 182 47 48
20-24 78 84 5 8 20-44 870 3B7 46 47 45 mnd over 70 59 18 16
26-29 83 84 9 B8 46 end over 162 1556 20 20 Unknown & 4 1 1
30-34 76 85 8 8 Unknown - - - -
35-44 166 186 16 18
45-54 120 112 12 11
55-64 55 60 6 6
65-74 2 27 3 3 |
75 and over 10 11 1 )
Unknown 1 g 0,1 0.1
& 15th Censum, Vol. III, Populstion, Table 12, pp. 608-613.

14th Census, Vol. III, Population, Table 8, pp. 248-250. _

12th Census, Vol. I, Population, Teble 54, p. 491, //




i-19 yeer group than the femsles, while the femeles were only 1

ar cent. more then the meles in the 20-44 yeer group. The 45 yeers

nd over group had the seme per cent. for males and femeles and
pither group hed any persons in the unknown group. The table for
jhampaign alone showed a greater per cent. of persons in the various
ge groups of the female diviei on tham in the male divisions. The
br coent. of persons in the 0-19 years groups for all three decen-
llal dates were greater than the 45 years and over group2. Teble
JII shows & more definite grouping for 1930 than does Table XIV.
s ege group betwesn Zb and 44 years in the female division in
420 was highest in frsquenoy, while ths combined 25-34 year group
i the 15-24 ysar group were practically equal in per cent. In
be male division, the combined 15-24 and 25-34 year groups were

out equel in order of frequeney with the 35-44 year group, though

6 25-34 years combined group was slightly higher than the 35-44 '
jar proup. From the mmterisls presented in Tebles XIV, XV and XVI, ||
£ would eppear thet the Negro population of Champeign-Urbasns is

relatively young group of psrsons.
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Chepter III

The General Migratory Movements
of 100 Informants in T1llinois

Chapter I showed the movement northward of the Negroes and
Bir distribution in the state of Illineis. It was pointed out
it the lNegro, if uneble to go directly to the place of destination |
grated short distances until his goal wes resched. It is the pur-

8 0T this chapter to show the state of birth of the 100 Negro (

rments, the divisions of the satate in which they lived before
mitg to Champaign-Urbane, the length of residence in the state,
other cities and in Champaign-Urbana,

Teble IV in Chapter I showed thmt with the exception of I11i-
8, Missiseippi supplied the largest numbers, followed by
fnessee. Among the 100 persons interviewed, Tennessee supplied

B highest in freqguency (see Table XVIII) with the exception of

linoisa, and wes followed by liississippi snd Kentucky. The re- |
Table XVIII

States and Country of Birth of
the 100 Negro Men snd Women Informants

ge of Birth Number Reporting

lien nomen Total
dinois 10 12 22
2 2
geiseippl 12 4 16
ness e 8 10 18
it 6 10 16
i8ylvenia 1 1
lane ¥ 2 2 4
BS 1 - 1
gh Ceroline 2 2
th Caroline 1 9
preie 3 5
§ Virginia 1 1
gonri 2 8 8
resla 1 1
{siana 2 u | 3
3o ! :
“B0 B0 100 __||
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ining ten states are placed in their respective order of frequen-
The country of Greece was also represented by one women, whose
fher was & Grecian, and her mother being from an Esst Comat tribe
dfrica. There were more men migrating from lississippi than

o, while in the women's group the greatest number were from
messee and Kentucky. Tennessee and Eentucky were second end

frd, respectively, in order of frequency in the men's group. In
gWomen's group, Missouri was second in fregquency, followed by
j8issippi, Georgia, Indians snd North Cerolina. Of the 78 per-
8 born outside of the state of Illinois, 46 or 59 per cent. of

8¢ pergons were born in Kentucky, Missouri, Tennessee and Indi-
It is evident from these statements thet of the 100 inform-

8 the 1=rgest number have come from bordering states.

Most of these 100 informants moved northward gredually from
‘gouthern part of the state., These moves were mede poszible by
flight accumuls tion of money, or an offer of & new position in
ther town. Table XIX shows the three divisions of the state of
dnois in which these 100 Negro men end women hsd 1lived previous
$eir arrival in the Twin Cities. These divisions were maeried
arbitrarily by the writer. The southern division showed that
grestest number of persons had lived in that section &t one time

mother, In this division, there were more women who came from

Table XIX

Divisions of Illinois in
Which 100 Informants Tived

glon of State Men Women

. 12 11
ire 17 11
o 23 3
peign-Urbans 17 18
- 1 ik s

|
|
|
I
I
Il
I
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uthern 11linois then men. This was due to the fact thet the

Iu: were more able to find employment than were the men, and for
jls reason the men moved further north. In the seuthern division,
f greatest number of men ceme from Calro, Carbondale, Centralie

d Dugquoin. Among the women, there were more from Cairo than any
g8r city, followed by ietropolis, Villa Ridge, lounds, Elizabeth-
i and Carbondsle. In the Centrel division, with Champsign-Urbana
papted, there wae & higher frecuency among the men than the women.
Mmber of men in this group hed lived in Springfield, Decetur,

| Bloomington., The greater number of women who had lived in the
ifrel division had lived in Springfield or Jacksonville. The

er of men living in the Northern division wes about equal with

N " e

fpurber of women. In the women's group, the same number of
g had lived in the Central and Northern divisions. 1In this

iern division, Chicago was the attraction, especislly in the

8 group. Of the twelve men who had lived in the northern divi- |

ten had lived in Chicego before coming to Champaign, while

§ five of the eleven women had lived there. However, the six
ining women had lived within e redius of forty miles of Chicego.
i Champeign-Urbans divison, four of the men were born in the
jCities and had never left them. Of this group of seventeen
(thirteen came directly to Champaign-Urbana from other states.

g the women, one women was born and had lived in the Twin Cities
8 birth, The remasining fourteen women came from outside states
#ed 1ived in no other towns in Illinois. These peopls came

ptly to the Twin Cities for several reasons. Among these were




Table XX

Length of Residence in State, Cities
and Chempaign-Urbana

Yeoars of Residence
0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-24 B5-39 40-44 450w Uninom Total

Sex In the State
Men 4 2 9 4 6 8 4 3 4 6 50
Women 6 3 6 7 b 4 3 5) 4 ] 2 B0
Total 10 5 16 11 11 12 7 8 B 11 2 100

Illinois Cities Aside from Champsign-Urbens é
Men 20 7 6 % 2 1 '
Women 25 11 8 4 4

In Champaign-Urbana

Men 8 B 9 11 8 3 1 2 3 50
Women 13 5 7 14 3 2 3 1 1 1 50
Total 21 10 16 256 11 b 4 1 3 4 100
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g following facta:; friends or relatives were situated here; a few
gme with white families as domestic help; and in sevseral cases the
liversity had ettracted persons., Among the men, the Railroad

fopz were & drawing factor. Exeluding the thirty-two persons who
ive lived in the Twin Cities only, the remaining sixty-eight per-
ji8 have moved from two to six times to various towms in Illinois.
it average number of move? in Illinois for the 100 informants was
réa for both men and women. Thess figuree are in the main reli-
jle, but in & few cases, the informents d4id not list all the moves
e in the state.

The material found in Table IX deals with the length of time

§ informants have lived in Illinois, in ths various towns in
finois , and length of time they have lived in Champaign-Urbana.
#omeé ceses, the informents gave only approximete figures for

igth of stay in these places. Any part of & year over 2ix months

feonsidersed as one year.

In the first section of Teble XX, length of residence in the

6 of I1linois, the highest frequency for the men's group, wes

$he 10-14 year group, while ths second in order of frequency

the 25~29 yeer group. The svereg:s length of residence in I1l-
8 for thege fifty men was 24 years. In the women's group, the
§at frequency wes found in the 15-19 year group, with both the
geers and 10-14 years group in second place in order of frequen-
2he average length of residence for the women's group was 23
For both the men's and women's group, the average length of

in Illinois wee 24 years. From the ebove deta, it is
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poent ed for length of residence in cities in Illinois other
anpaign-Urbens, the highest frequency in both the men's and
en'= group was found in the 0-4 yeer classification, while
gond in order of frequency for both groups wes tha 5-9 year
B eversge length of residence in these cities was six yeers
g men and Seven years for the women, In this group, the per

i came directly to the Twin Cities were excepted. The third

ind in the 15-19 year group for both the men 2nd the women,

té for the women. It wonld sppezr from the sbove statemsnt
y 82 8 whole, the Negro recidents of Chemprign-Urbane were

fly etable citizens,

gr frequent, as is indiceted by Table XXI, which gives the

¥ision of Table XX shows the length of residence in the Twin

jlent that the persons living in the Twin Citis® migrated before

¢ high period of migretion during the World Wer. In the meterial

than

group,

for

sons

tles of the 100 informants. 1In this section, the high rete wes

The

pond in order of frequency for the men's group was found in the
b4 yeer classification; while the second in order of frequency
fthe women's group was found in the 0-4 ysar group. It is evi-
i from this part of Table XX that the majority of the men and
g1 have lived in the Twin Cities under twenty yearas. Excluding
men and women who were born in Champeign-Urbana, the average

gth of residence was fifteen yeers for the men, snd fourtsen

The movements of the Negroes in Champaign-Urbenea =ppear to be

of recidencea for 100 individuals. There were 133 moves

f the 50 men informenta. The highest in order of fregquency
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Teble XXI

Totel Frequercies of Years of Residence
by Specified Intervels of Years Among 50
lirles and 50 Femeles in Champaign-Urbanes

| Years of Hesidence Men Women
0-2 44 45
3=5 24 27
6-8 13 14
9-11 16 8
12-14 8 8
15-17 3 4
18-20 1 1
21 and over 4 5
Unknown 10 14

ir length of residence for the men's group was in the 0-2 year

poup, while 8econd and third ir order of frequency were the 3-5

gers and the 9-11 years groups respectively. However, the aversge

gigth of stay in one residence for each individual was spproximete-
#8ix years. The sversge number of moves for the 50 men were 2.6,

or toeir length of residence in Champaign-Urbana. The highest

jgguency in length of residence for the women was also found in

@ 0-2 year group, followed in order of frequeney by the 3-5 yeers,
il 5-8 years groups8. The average number of moves per person

pig the 50 Negro women informants was 2.4 in their length of
flience in Champaign-Urbana, with en svsrage of a 1little over five
g sojourn for each move mada, This aversge length of residence
P place of abode for the women's group was less than for the

@'t zroup. In some ceses, at the present time, people are moving
Bn one house to enother in even aquicker succession, becsuss they

puneble to pay the rent and are evicted.

|




Chapter IV

Housing

The digcussion in this chepter desls with the ratings of the
gxteriors of 403 houses in the defined Negro section; the ownership
of houses among the 100 Negro informents, end the valustion placed
on thege houses; the number of persons renting houses and the
gmount of rent paid; and in conelunsion, the usual procedure for the

purchase of homes,

In preceding chapters, the movements of the Kegroes in Chem-
peign-Urbana were traced. Where they lived is determined by their
place in the economic scale, which is ususlly low. Because of this,
they are found, generally, in the least desirable sections of the
town, where their living expenses are kept at a minimum.l The
houses in the defined Negro gqumrter of Champaign-Urbans were given
an arbitrary reting of A, B, C, D and E, as judged by a scrutiny
of the exterior. Houses ranked as A were considered the best,
followed in order by B, C, D and E rankings.

The grede of the dwellings veried appreciebly for houses that
re respectively owned or rented by the present occupants as seen
)y Teble XXTI, The stetisties shown in Table XX were d=te compiled
from the Chempe ign-Urbane City Directory for 1932 for the defined
Negro crea. This teble showed only one house with & ranking in the
'1asa, and, incidentally, this house was rented. The ratings of

jand C houses for the home-owned group were higher in number and

eent. than those of the rented group, though the order was

® R. R, Moton, What the Negro Thinka, p. 117.
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tersed in houses ranking D and E in the rented group.
Table XXII

The Ratings of the Exterior of
403 Residences

All Houses Owned by Occupants Rented by Occupants
Number Per Cent. Number Per Cent. Number Per Cent.
T 0.3 0 0 : | 100
9 2 <) B5 4 45
83 21 47 67 36 43
214 53 8E 40 129 60
96 24 89 20 67 70

403 166 237

gonsidering the two groupe separately, houses ranking C in the
ge-owned group were highest in frequency of per cent. and houses
pring D were first in frequsncy of numbers. In the rented group,
pees ranking D were the highest in frequency of number and those
gking E were first in frequency of per cent. It is thus evident
gt the same tendency exists here as elsewhere for thé rented
prarty to be inferior 22 compared to the properties owned by the l
pupants , end for the rented property to be allowed to depreciate
yelue.

0f the 403 houses in which the Negroes reside in the defined
o quarter, 41 per cent. were owned by the occupants. Among “

jone hundred persons intesrviewed, forty-two per cent. owned or

i buying their homea, which is epproximately the sesme percentage

ome -ovmership found for the defined Negro section. Table XITIII

feates that the largest ratio in the 1list of the so-caelled owners

\those who ere buying their homes on the installment plan., Sev-

Il cases were cslled to the writer's sttention, of persons who
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lafter geining & clear titls to their home, mortgaged it. One of
these persons wes unsble to keep up the psyments on the loan e&nd
lost his title. At the time of the interview, he wes residing in
the house he hed once owned end was paying rent,
Table XXIII
Home Ownesrship Among 100 Random Informants

Claiming Ownership Number
, Full Payment 13
Doubtful of Clear Title b
| Part Peyment 24
Total 42
Renters 58

The valuation of property reported by 42 residents who were
interviewed differs from the estimation of values given by real
gitete dealers in the Twin Cities. The reason for these differ-
r-és in veluation by the owners and realtore is due, no doubt, in
to the tendency for the owners to ignore the genarsl deprecia- |
fion of property in the last few years, and to quote the price
pich they peid far their property. Table XXIV shows the valuations
f properties as given by the ownsrs, The vsluations listed in-
tde both house and grounds. Some of the peraons interviewed
iré uneble to state eny exasct valuation for their houses, but geve
il epproximate sum, In one case, no velustion wes given for the
}pa. In this instance, & valuation was assigned by the writer,
eh was the average for the other dwellings of tiae same type.
42 people giving veluations of the property to which they held

fle or were buying, the total valuation was $1%6,900, or en ever-




Teble XXIV

Velues of Residences Owned by 42 Occupants

Values

800~ $1000- $1B0O0~ 2000— 2500~ $3000- $4000- $5000- $6000- $10000
Class of Ownership $999 $1499 §$1999 2499 $2999 2999 $4999 5999 9999 & Over Total

Full Peyment 1 1 4 1 2 i i 2 13
Doubtful of Clear Title 2 1 : ! 1 b
Part Payment 2 1 b b 2 2 24
Total 2 1 8 -] 2 14 3 4 1 2 42
&
=t
1 ]
Table XXV

Amount of Rent Paid for Residences by
58 Occupants

Amount of Rent

Form of Occupancy Nons $6-§8 $o-§$11 $12-§14 §15-$17 $18-§20 §21 & Over Total
Renting 6 12 1 B 2 2 31
Rooming 2 2 4
Living withRelatives 14 14
Unknown 9 9

Totel 23 B
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sge of $3,260. The velue of these properties varied from $800 to
$10,000. Twec persona listed their residence at $10,000, but it was
doubtful whe ther these valuations were correct, sccording to the

przsent velue8 of real estate. Exelusive of the two houses valued

st $10,000, the average evaluation was $2,923, The resltors guoted,

88 an average value, $1000 to $1500 for residentisl properties in

|thia distriet.

C. S. Johnson in his book, The Negro in American Civiligation,

hles drawn several coneclusions as to the amount of rent pmid by the
Negroes in the United Stetes, in general. He said that, as s rule,ll
8 lerger proportion of the incows of the Negroes is spent for rent

|
than is true of sny other large group of the population. In ex-

plaining this point, Johnson said that during the times when rents
for the general populace are either high or low, or if the Negro
moves into an mrea of high rents, he pays & higher rental then do }
the white persons for the identical property. Therefore, the ex-

tant of the excess amount peid is determined by the availability

2

of Negro dwellings in the area in which he lives. In Champaign~-

Urbena , before the economic depression, when the Negroes were re-
Beiving good wages, the owners were able to obtein a higher rent

from the liegroes than from the whites for the same property. Be-
pause of thias fact, many of the houses now owned or rented by Negro=
Wére built by whites as en investment, and for the express purpose

i renting to the Negroes. At one time, most of the houses that

ile Negroes lived in were owned by two or three white resl estate

% Johnson, C.S., The Negro in American Civilization, pp. 214-215.




promotors, About twelve years ago, one of these personse alone
|
owned over one hundred houses in the Negro quarter. Today, one

{ feal estate promotor may own as many as thirty to Tifty houses.

0f the one hundred Negroes interviewed, 58 of these people hed
bought , were buying, or renting from white persone.
Due to the reduced incomes and amount of unemployment among
the whites, some have invaded this district to find cheaper accom-
mdetions. Because of this, there has been & reverse succession
: occupaney, for in & number of instences, white persons have
ysed into some of the houses once occupied by Negroes. There is
widespread feeling among meny nersons thet the whites will take
jotter care of rented property than will the Negroes. Because of
jiis impression, the owners have been willing to realize less
pney on their properties by giving the white person the prefer-
mes., Thie occupancy of honses by the whites has caused, to some
itent | & shortage of the liveble houses for the Negroes. In some
jises two femilies were found living in one house, snd 14 of the
00 persons interviewed had roomsrs.
Among the remaining informants who did not ecleim ownership,

fwere renting, 9 were rooming, 14 were living with friends, rela-

ives, or in church parsoneges, and were paying no rent, while twe
gve nno angswer. Table XXV shows that the most frequsnt amount of
it paid was in the §9-§11 group, which was ebout the average

gtel quoted by the realtors for houses in whiech the Negroes re~-
ded. Of the two persons purporting to be peying over $21 rent,
i8 pro bably bhas exaggerated the amount of rent ectuslly paid. In

|
li
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iiis case, the structure was & mere shack, The house situated next
b it was being bought for $500 and appeared to be in & better con-
ition. The second residence reporting & high rental was a building
het had been rented for business use in the University distriet in
fich the occupent rented out the second floor to B Negro fraternity
klusive of this item, the aversge rental was $12.00, or about a
bller higher than shown in the freguency table.

According to several realtors, white peopls who rented proper-
in the defined liegro area psid esn averape rental of &2 or $3

§s then the Negro peid for the same type of residence.

Trars fers and rentals of proverty lead to contacts emd business
glines between the whites and Negroes. In the past few years, dus
jthe depreciation in the value of the land; the nurber of vacsn-

88 found in the Negro district; and the deteriorstion of the
lldings, the white owners were willing to sell st s figure less

fn the originsl cost. But, in case of default in payments by the
ghasers, the owners could regain title to these properties. Ths
chesers were required to supply & certein amount as s first pay- ||
t, the balances to be peid as rent egainst the notes whick wers J

ired by mortgages on the properties. 48 a rule, B greet desl

leeway seems to have been given to the buyer, and, obversely,
jreal estate desler seid that many of the Negroes buying property

g nore prompt in peyments, and were more conscientious sbont meet-

their obligetions, then were the white installment buyers in the

h Bres.,

|
|
|
|
||
|
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Chepter V

Occupations

Included in this chepter is a brief and generel discussion of
he Negroes in regerd to his entry into the industrisl field, fol-
med by 2 discussion of the occupations in which the Negro is
aged in Champaign-Urbana. In the latter, the occupational
reed of the Negroes is shown for the years 1878, 1904 and 1932,

g well es for the 100 informants who answered the schedules.
fatistics mre shown &lso in regerd to the range of the weekly wege
pele of these informents.

The materiels presented in this chapter were Becured through
¢ schedules and from the Champaign-Urbana City Directories for

g ysars 1878, 1904 snd 1932, es well as literature on the occupa-

gns of the Negroes in genersl. AsS & foreword to the findings,
iney be best to say that though the data were as sccurate as the
irce of the originsl entries permits, there are, no doubt, var-

§ reesons why the informants might not have given reliable

gvers, that were recorded on the schedules and in the city direc-
fles. The schedules which number one hundred may not be statis-
pally adequate samples for the 22 wage-searning Illegroes, but the
ieent ration of occupetions in the unskilled clasa gave adequate
gicetion thet the sample wes large enough; and the writer's

piledge of the persons in the skilled occupations was sufficient

permit the conclusion that the recorded data were sufficient to
flcate the occupmtional spresd in this population.
The devel opment of the Negroes in verious occupational pursuits
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| dates beck to about 1900, The de:ade between 1900 and 1910 has
been ce2lled the beginning of the llegro industrial advance in the
United States. Previous to that time, the Negro had followed two

l | fields of occupation, agriculture and domestic service. About this
E'tima, the foreign whitea invaded the field of persounal and domsstic
service and the number of Negroes in this field declined to some
extent. To compensate this decrease, the Negroes bsgsn to inerease
i in mmnufecturing end mechanical pursuits, andi to some extent in

the trade end trensportation field. This change was dve in part to

several causes. In one instance, the Negroes were used as strike
breskers in coel end iron mine® and mills, Another cause was the
reelization that the liegroes, given & chance, could adapt them-
Taelv.as end do 88 much work as the whites. By 1920, the Negroes
hed resched the height of the industrisl advencement with Z1.2 per
ecent. of all Negroes geinfully employed snd engeged in various in-

dustrisl purauits.l

Wesley says that the World War brought new and grsster oppor-

tunities to the Negro laborer, both in skilled end unskilled ocecu-
Futions. Previous to the World War, the legro had been the lsbor
Bupply of the South, but with the beginning of the War, the north-
grn states opened new fields of industry for the Negro.2 Seligmsnn,
in sgreement with Wesley, atatés that the World Wer accelerated the

o
jgrowth of the Negro into industry by fifty years.™ Although the

florld Wer aided the Negro in obtaining positions never before held,

l, Greene, L, J, and Woodson, C. G., The Negro Wage Earner, pp.
339-343.
g, Wesley, C. H., Negro Labor in the United States, p. 282.

8 Seligmenn, H. J., The Negro Faces America, p. 208.
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the reatrietion of forsign immigretion was & factor in whi~h the

| llsgro gained entry into industriel pursuits. Dowd says that due to
$he stoppage of foreign labor by immigration laws, the demand was

L reased greatly for unskillsd laebor in the northern states. A%
#oc seme time, some labor unions had developed more libersl policies
in regard to sdmitting Negroes. This gave 8 larger fielq:for the
Ygro in the skilled industries.>

Although the I'egro is entering into the skilled fields through-
gut the United States, the 2sme fact cannot be said of Chempaign-
frbena. In this community, where thers is little call for skilled
irkers, the number of Negroee found in this classification sre in
B minority. It is shown in Chspter II that there is no Negro
isiness distriet in the Twin Cities. There are Seversl grocery
fores operated by liegroes, and & number of barber shops, though

et of the barber shops are located in the business district of
flempeign., There ere two Negro hotels in Champaign, though both

f these hotels mey be classsd ms houses of prq}itution. With the
eption of the Negro restaurant located near the University campus
ere are two smell eating places located in the defined Nepro Sec-
on. There are, howsver, a few "hot dog stands™ end "Southern
irbecue stenda™, owned by Negross and scattersd over the Twin

tles. In most cases the stores found in the legro section ere

med by white people., There are no dry good stores owned by Negroe

pthe Twin Cities. Dowd states that the Negro does not show an ' é

Jiltude in the mercanti’'e enterprises becasuse a Negro merchant has

 Dowd, J., The liegro in Americen Life, p. 20.
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b depend almost entirely upon his own race for patronage, while

5
) white competitor dreaws his patronage from both races. This
) frue of prectically all types of enterprises carried on by the

gro in Champaign-Urbana, with the possible exception of undertak-

g establishments. The white merchant is sble to undersell the
g0 in nearly 211 trades, There are severel Negrn insurence com-
niss represented in the Twin Cities, but & number of the Negroes
v policies with white insurances compenies. There is only cae
oo doctor in the two cities and no resident llegro dentist. Al-
;;h there is a white dentist in the Negro section, many of the
proea refuse to petronize him e= they say he doe@ not use sanitary
pantions with his instruments, and his work ies not satisfactory.
i tals reeson, & Jegro dentist comes every Sunday from Danville,
linois, & city sabout thirty-six miles east of Chamnaign-Urbana,
giminister to the needs of the Negro community. During the

plod of inflation, previous to 1929, the Negro community wass able

Support & dentist, but when the reilroad shops reduced their

ges, the people's wages were reduced or stopped, and they were
Bfle to pay their bills.

Champa ign~-Urbana offers very few possibilities to the Negro
idents in occupational fields, other than unskilled &nd doaestic
s These two clesses include over 50 per cent. of 811 persons
g an occupational listing in the city directories for 1878,
(and 1932. The various occupations of the Negro population as

8l in the directories for these periods are grouped into seven

gificetions, as follows:

d, Ibid, p. 22,

i i
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(1) Unskilled - Any person who is doing leboring work, such
85 jenitor, or housemen, diteh digger, farm kaznd, road worker,

truck driver, odd jobs, and other similar work.

| (2) Semi-skilled, which ineludes those persons who are cleen-
gra, and pressers, meil carriers, state policemen, elerks, and Pull
pen Porters.

(3) Skilled group are those who are barbers, ecarpenters,
pchenics, plasterers, butchers, hairdressers, candy makers, and
failors and seamstresses,

(4) Professional group ere ministers, doctors of mediecine,
msicians, teachers, undertakers, and & chiropodist.

(5) Semi-professionsl includes all persons who are merchants,
insurance and other selesmen, and junk deslers,

(6) Domestic group, though rightfully it should be classed
inder labor, ig given & separate classification which inclundes only i

ghefs end cooks in restaurants end sorority end fraternity houses

on. the campus,

(7) Students, which inecludes enyone listed ss & student,

fhether they sre attenmding high school, University or business
pollege.

Teble XXVI shows the pressent occupations of 50 Negro men a8
jonpered to the occupations held by these same men in 1988, While
jlere is 1ittle likelihood that those who designate their occupa-
tions as unskilled have overstated their csse, the same cannot,

9ith equal confidence, bhe inferred concserning those who are classi-

fled as s8killed. The high retio of unekilled is therefore sign.fi-

|
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Table IXVI

Change in Occupations of 50 Negro
Men Informants Since 1928

Increase or Same

Decrease Occupa-
flagsifications 1933 1928 Since 1928 tion
Unskilled 16 23 =7 10
Semi-skilled - 4 -4 -
Skilled 6 5 2 3
Professional 8 7 1 7
Sami-professional 3 2 1 2
Domestic 5 8 -3 4
| Stndents i i 2 -1 1
Unemployed i s - 11 -
Total 50 50 27

gant. Included in this group are seversl men who stated they had
jever worked to any great extent, but heve lived a hand to mouth

jpistence, In 1933, the second higheat in freousncy is the unem-

ployment group. These men have been unemployed for periods of time
ranpging from one month to two years or more. Included in this I
group are one domestic, one skilled, two semi-skilled workers end [
gleo 7 laborers., With the exception of the student group, the
jemi-profes=ional and domestic groups are the lowest in freguency,
followsed in order by the skilled and professionsl group. There is

fio occupetional listing of the semi-skilled for 1933 among the

%0 men informants,

In 1928, the unskilled group is the highest in order of fre-
quency, followed in turm by domesticse, the professional, the skilled
gnd the semi-skilled, while the semi-professiomal and student

groups zre lowest in order of frequeney, with the same number in

pech group. There is no unemployment among the group of men in
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§8. In th- peat five years, the unskilled, the semi-skilled, the

pestic snd student groups have decreased respsctively in order of
gquency, while the skilled, the semi-professional and profeesionsal
te increased only slightly. The greatest increase of any classi-
jtetion is the unemployed group. Johnson ouotes Philip Elein in
gerd to unemployment mmong the Negroes. He says, "In the dis-

frge of workers, the Negroes were the first to go. In any resump-
hiuf sctivities they wers the last to be eslled back, both be-
ge of existing prejudices and because of their low standing in
piority. Not only was the ratio of unemployment among them high,
R their naturel resources were comparatively low,"” It is shown
ithis discussion thaet the first and most drastic reductions dur-
time of business depression 2re in the unskilled lines of work.
Ese the Negroes heve & larger proportion of unskilled workers

m any other group, there is a higher degree of unemployment

oy them. Another csuse for unemployment among the Negroes is
pintroduction of machinery for work formerly done by unskilled

pr. Thus this permanent reduction of unskilled lsbor has

@cted the Negro laborer considerably.6

In & brief survey of business establishments, it is found that
fendency has been to Ieep the Negro worker, if possible. Low-

f, there has been an almost unconscious movement among some to
i8ce vecancies with white people that formerly have been held

e liegroes. Previous to two years ego, the Illinois Central

jonn in Chempaign had Negro Red Capa, who slso served es porters

leaning the station, But with the great reduetiomsin the rai”-

jolnson, C. S., Op. Cit., p. 94.
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wad shopa, the Negro Red Ceps were dropped from the payrolls, and
hite men replaced them. This was explsined on a besis of seniorit
li: & certain hotel in the Twin Cities, the bell-hops had always

I
jeen Negroes, Shortly after = new manager was installed, their

ieges were reduced, end the Negro men struck for their originsl

gges, Instead of paying them or coming to an agrsemsnt, white
gersons were hired. In another case, as workers were needed, & cer-
fain construction compeny trisd to replace men of both races who

igd bsen in their previous employment.

A reviewing of the vocationel classificastions of these men
luring the past five years discloses that some heve retzined their
gme occupations throughout the economic depression. As might be
bxpected, the unskilled zroup had the lergest number, following in
:&er by the professional, the domestic, the skilled, the semi-
profescionsl, end student groups. The professional group was second
it order of freouency which is due to the fasect that there is less "
furnover in this cleassificetion, I
The occupetional listings among fifty women informents have I
jgen divided into three classifications: M

(1) Skilled, which ineluded heirdressers, bsrbers and seam-

resses.

(2) Professional inecluded one music temcher and one grade
ghool teachsr.
(3) Unskilled, or the domestic group, which pertsined to any
Bhese of domestic service, such as maid, cook or laundress.

Table XXVII shows the present occupetional clessification end

1l
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and the occupations thet were held five years previously by the
Wiifty Negro women informants, a8 well as thoss occupationa which
!uve been reteined throughout this five-yeer period. Unlike the

proupings for men, the classificeticn for 1933 shows a higher fre-

Table XXVII
Occupationel Spreedaf 50 Negro Women
Since 1928
Increase
or Decrease Same
Since Ocecupe -
Classifications 1933 1928 1928 tion
Skilled Ko} 4 -1 3
. Unskilled 16 22 -7 13
Professional = 2 -2 - |
None 32 22 10 20
Total 50 510] 36

jiency of women without occupations, while second in order of fre-

|
iency ere the unsiilled or domesties., lieny of these women in 1

e first classification have worked undoubtedly at some time, but
i the pest five yemsrs have been unemployed snd geve & listing of

gugewife, In the period for 1928, ths unskilled workers and those

ith no occupations were equal in number, and place of frequency.
s unskilled group is lerger at this time than in 1933, In com-

gring the two dates, it is seen thet the persons listed in the

jofesnional classification in 1928 are not listed for 1933. Thers
Jeleo one less person in the skilled group. Thus the increese
fthe no ocenpation clessifiecation for 1933 as against 1928 is

B to the decrease in the skilled, professional and unskilled

gup2 in the pest five yeara. The occupational listings for 1928

bbably represents the more natural spread of occupations among
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e women. Becau2e most of these fifty women have been fitted only

domestie service, the unskilled group showed the greastest de-

rease a8 the demend for domestic help has lessened since 1928,
In the number of women who have retained the same classifica-
fion through this five-year period, those persons with "no occupa-

fonal™ listing sre the highest in frequeney. The unskilled group

t¢ second in order, followed by the skilled group.

Table XXVIII gives the occupationsl spresd of the Negro resi-
gnts of Champaign-Urbena for the years 1878, 1904 and 1932, The
peupetions felling within the classifiecetions in this table are

e same as those described for the 50 Negro men informents in the
irat pert of this chepter. Table XXVIII includes both men and
jomén. in Chempaign-Urbana. The laboring class in the Negro popula-
Table XXVIII

Occupational Spread of Negro
Populetion in 1878, 1504 snd 1922

Nuob ers Per Cent.

uessification 1878 1904 1932 1878 1904 1932
mikilled 40 116 406 6556 49 41

mestic 11 54 1756 15 23 18
rofessional 3 2 15 4 1 2

gl -Professeional 27 - - 3

killed 17 2 65 23 3 7

oni -Skilled 10 19 - 4 2

itudent 22 100 - 9 10 I
inknown 2 27 182 3 11 18 '

flon had the highest frequency in 1878, with e gradusl reduction in

proentage in 1904 end 1932. Thers was an eight per cent. point |i

{-contrast to percentage) inerease in the domestic serviee in 1904
jer 1878, end a decresse esgain in 19272, This decrease may be
ftributed to the ecomomic depression. The skilled group had the
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highest frequency in 1878, with a drop of 20 per cent. points
|between that date and 1904. At this time, the absolute number of
pzrsons in the skilled group decreased elso. Although the per cent.
M increase smong the skilled group wes raised only slightly, the
numerical number inecreased coneiderably in 1932, a8 compared with

the years 1878 and 1904, There were no Semi-skilled occupations

listed in 1878, and 1904 and in 1932 it was still & minority group.
It was doubtful whether the reduction of the semi-skilled group

in 1922 is a fector in the advance of the skilled group et this
date. The reduction was due probably to slack business conditions,
in which pert of the psrsons who previously hsd been in the sSemi-
8killed work went into the unskilled group. The professional

group follows about the same trend es fthe skilled group in that

ithe highest in frequency of per cent. wes found in 1878, with a
flecrease in 1904, end & slight ineresse in 1932, This group, how-
gver, has incressed numerically. There were few Negro persons of
l-fhlssp:rofcaassit:mnla.l class in the community with the exception of the
pinisters, There were no Negro doctors of medicine listed in the
1878 or 1904 city directories. The semi-professional class wes

the least represented in the Twin Cities among the Negroes than any
gther classification, as there were no persons listing occupations
hich were included in thie group for 1878 or 1904, and the per
gent. of persons in the semi-professional group wes very low for
235, There were no sStudents listed in 1878, and between 1904 snd
982 there was only a slight increese in the per eent, of persons

o this group, though the sbsolute numbers show a fairly lsrge in-
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rease from 1904 to 1932, The unknown group steadily inecres=ed "
pr all three dates, until 9322, when nsarly a Iifth of the persomns
Wisted in the table were found in this elass, In some ceses this
ierease in the unknown group was due to unemployment, while the
reetest number was due to the fact thet in the previous dstes of ||
878, and 1904, the ecity dirsctories listed only the men and woman,
L& not other members of the femily &s in the 1932 city directory. |

In & survey by Greene end Woodson, 1t was found thet in the

forth the Negroes and whites wWho entered into unakilled trades re-
baived approximetely the seame wegee., They discovered also that thel
begroes who were in skilled work received sbout the seme wages as ||
lite skilled workers, if they belonged to a union, but at the

jene time, there were many subterfuges end provisions te keep the
Jecro out of suech Work.7 Table XXIX glves the wage secale of 100
jegro informents who have enawered the schedules., Of these 100
persons questioned, eleven men and nine women gave no anawers, All
Lr he weges shown in Table XIIX were figured on & weekly basis.
in some cesSeS, persons Wworksd nine months only, such es domesties
in sororities and fraternities.. In these instances, the sslaries |
raceived were used as & yearly wepge end divided into approximmte

Weekly retes. Five men in the mrofessional group seid thet thsy "

gre unable to tell even an average sSalary. In several cases,

Bhese men were ministers, who depended upon tihe church collections

for their sslary, but bsfore they received any salary they were

pequired to pay for the coal end light Dbills of the church. In the

Women's group, all of the women who gave no snawers &8 to wages

Greene & Woodson, Op. Cit,, p. 344,

I'




Table XX1X
| Weekly Wage Scale of 100 Negro lien & Women Informants
No Un- 0= 5,00~ 10.00-215.00--“20.00-*25.00-?50.00-.*-35.00 &40 .00
Classification Wages known $4.99 $9.99 £14.99 $19.99 $24,99 229,99 $34,99 $59.99 & Over Totel
I Wage Scale of Fifty lien Informants in 1933
Unskilled 2 1 3 4 4 3 - | 16
|| Skilled 2 1 1 1 1 & e
Professional 5 1 1 1 g =3
Semi-Professional 1 : | 1 3
Domestie 1 1 el 5
No Classifi-
cation 12 12
Total 12 11 2 2 & 8 5] 2 2 50
Wage Scale of Eleven lMen Informants in 1928
Unakilled 2 1 1 4
Skilled 2 1 2 5
Domestic 2 2
|( Totel 4 1 1 2 1 2 11
Wage Scsle of Fifty Women Informanta in 1332
Domestie 9 4 2 156
|l Skilled 3 3
No Classifi- ' |
sation 32 22
) % -3 4 "2 B0
E— —_— ——ee——— = e — - — —— T ———
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eceived were found in the domestiec group. In this instance, as

ell ag in the men's professional group, these women were unable to
tive any wage evaluation, as they worked only from day to day. In
looking at the distribution of wages among the unskilled lsborers
: for the fifty men, the weges found in the $10.00 to $14.99 end the
:15.00 to $19.99 groups were equal., The average wage paid was
$13.60. Three of the men who gave their wages at $15.00 a week

ere holding only temporary positions in the Civil Works Admini: tra-

tion,

One men in the §5.00 to $9.99 group wes working under the
ork Relief Commission in which he worked forty hours a month at

#ifty cents an hour. lost of the men found in the skilled classi-

ation were barbers or persons working for themselves, Such as a

ginter, and plasterers. The average salary received in this group

s $10.00 weekly. In the professional group, only three persons

ive the amount of salary received, which gave an average of 532.00

pekly. This figure would no doubt be smaller, if more men had "

piewered the question. In the 3emi-professional group, two of the

ires men gave answers., The average in this case was $40.00 weekly,

pich is somewhat higher than the spproximate salary received. The

imbher highest in frequency in the men's domestic classification was

bund in the $15.00 to $19.99 group. The average salery for this

roup was $16.50. The average wWeekly wage found among the eleven

gn informants for 1928 was $15.00 for the unskilled, $23.00 for the
lled, and $36.00 for the domestic. The two men in the domestie

laszification were hotel chefs in 1928, Thus the average weekly

gele for the skilled workers decreased about 57 per cent. and only

ightly in the unskilled group. Although there has been & great
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decrease in the wages in the domestic group, the differences in
positions held would eccount for this difference in salary.

Only 6 of the 15 women listed under domestic clasuification

gave enswers for weges received. The highest frequency wes found
in the $5.00 to $9.99 group, with an average of %9.25 for these
§ix women., This group included women who were engaged as cooks in
hnroritiea and others whe were engaged in privete houses., Due to
Ime feet thet the cooiz8 in sororities received a salary that was
gporoximately between §18.00 and $25.00 per week, the average for
those in the domestic class wes raised, ms those persons engsged

1 domestic service in private honses receive, &s & rule, & weekly

mzc between $5.00 and §7.00.




Chapter VI
Social and Cultural Participetion

The present chapter deals with the socisl and cultural contscte
pug the Negro people of the defined community. Included in this
gptier is & discussion of neighborhood and community visits,

pees visited, the monthly sttendence to the motion pictures, and

g preference of the theaters attended. The second division of the
ipter is eultural conteets, which includes types end preferences

b nagezines, books, and newspapers reesd, end & diseussion of the

literacy found in the Twin Cities among ths llegroes, and total

ppulation, as compared to the rate of illiterscy in the state for
groes end totel population.
The sociel contacts found among the lNegroes are similer to

e of the whites, and include visiting one another, their churche

i clubs and sttendance at motion pietures. Teble XXX gives the
psquency of families visited within s radivns of three blocks, name-J
‘the one on which the individusl lives, the block directly acrose

489 atreet, and the block to the rear of the individual's abode.

Table XXX 1

Frequency of Families Visited in the Neighborhood

pnber of Numbar Reporting:
amilie=z Visited Viomen lien Total

-5 ;i 9 16
=10 : 17 8 2b
1-15 5 3 8
somne” 7 6 13
a11" 5 4 9
fone" a 20 29
bt 0 o 100

he hiznest freguency of families visited by the women is found in
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the group of 6-10 families, while in the men's group, the >ighest

| frequency is no families visited. <Second in order of frequency is
no families visited for the women, and 1-5 familiee for the men.
Because meny of the women are unable to obtain work, there is un-
doubtedly more neighborhoed visiting among them than smong the men.
In & number of instences in the men's group the men seek their
friends among the persons with whom they work, rather than smong th
people living in the neighborhoocd. This ceugses & high frequency

in "no" families visited.
| A few of the informents are unable to leeve the house due to
| prolonged illnesses, or old age. This slso causes the "no" fam-
'ilies visited group to be higher than it would otherwise be. A
‘distinction is mde between friends and acqusintances living in
Ehe neighborhood. Table XXIXI shows the frequency of friemds living
Hn the neighborhood. In the women's group, thirty-four have friends

\ Table XXXI

] Fraquency of Friends Living in
Neighborhood and Visited

Humber of
o Number Reporting

Frisrds in

Nelghborhood Women lien Total
A1l 528 20 54
"Fow" 8 17 26
None 8 13 21
Total 60 50 100

living in the neighborhood, while in the men's group, only twenty
have friende living nesr them. Eight women have a8 few friends and
slght elso have no friends in ths neighborhood. In the men's divi-

gion, seventesn have some friende in the neighborhood, and thirtesn

u
|
||

|




-82-

neve no friende living within three blocks of them, These ques-
tions were 21ightly confusing to soms of the informents, and in
fome instances they may not be corrsct.

Table XXXII gives the frequency of distence by thes number of
blocks in which the informents vieit. The highest frequency among
the women is found in the 1-3 block grouping, followed in order by

-6 blocks, 7-9 blocks, 10-12 blocks, 13-15 blocks and 19 or more

tlocks.,
Table XXIXTI
Frequency of Distances Visited
by 100 Kegro Informents
Distance Numb er Reporting
bty Blocks Women Men Total
1-3 18 8 26
16 8 24
5 9 14
10-12 4 10 14
=15 2 3 5
16-18 4 4 |
19 and over 1 8 9 i
none 4 4
ot a1 — B0 50 100 '

In the men's gronp, the highest frequency in distances visited
8 found in the 10-12 block. Second in order of frequency ies in

the 7-9 blocks. In the womsn's division, more than half of the

pmen visit within 2 radius of 2ix bloecks, while the greater number

if men visit persons living at a distence of seven blocks or more.

docial contacts ere mrdse in general through visits to friends' homes
¢ church and club functions. There is little soeciel 1ife among

fis Negroes that necessitates the use of money, due to the lack of
funde among the me jority of them, sand for thie reason most of th:

jgroe” attend only the social affeirs that require but & little
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outlay, if any. Table XIZXIII gives the fregquency of visits to
Table XXXITI

Frequency and Occasion of Visits
end Attendance by 100 Informants

Tisits Number Reporting
gnd Attendance Women E@E
Friends 24 24
flubs 16 15
Church 20 24
None 19 12

friends' houses, churches and clubs. In the women's group, the

highest frequency is found in the church grouping,while in the
men's division, the first in order of freacusncy ie the chureh and
&riends' homes, each having en equal number. Socisl affairs at
friends' homes are second in order in the women'e section, followed
by those who attend no socisl functions. Attendance st elubs is
last in order of frequency. iHoweyer, in the men's group, attend-
ance £t club affeirs are Second in order of fresquency, while no l
sttendance to social effeirs sre last in order. From the abovs I

teble, it is evident that the social contacts of the informsnts in

he uejority of ceses ere mwimsery contacts, and ones that either |

io not require payment or those requiring only & small sum. The ‘

ghurch attracte the preatest number of persons,

The motion pietures as a form of amusement attracts fewer of
the informente then the other types of =2ocisl contact. Only =
pinority of the men and women sattend the motion pictures regularly.
able ZIXIV shows the frequsncy of monthly attendance at the
theeters. In the women's group, only eight definitely attend the

movies, and in the men's group twelve ettend. The first in order




Table XXXIV

Frequency of llonthly Attendance at
the Motion Pictures Among the 100 Negro Informents

Number of Number Reporting
Wlionthly

L\ttendances Women lisn Total

1-3 4 6 10
i-6 S S
-9 3 1 4
10~-12 i i 2 o)
Seldom 12 6 18
lone 20 22 62
Total 0 ] 100

tf frequeney is in the 1-3 times monthly, followed by the 7-9 times
gnd 10-12 times monthly, respsctively. The highest frequeney shown
in the men's group is in the 1-3 times monthly, while second in
irder of frequency is the 4-6 times monthly. The 10-12 times end
=9 times monthly sre third and fourth in order, respectively, There
re thirty women and thirty-two men who do not attend the motion pic-
ires , while twelve women and 8ix men informents seldom sttend the
fleaters. In the latter group, the sttendance vsries from once to

ire= or four times yesrly. Vearious reasons for non-attendsnce were

- .

fiven by the men and women. In the majority of cesas, segregetion

ks the resson aszigned; in others the teschings of the chureh and

;.k of the admittance priece were given. All of the theaters in the

win Cities have designeted places for liegroes to =it. The reason

r this segregstion a8 given by the theater managers, is thet their
idiences ers largely mede up of the studentas of the University, and
et they will lose the patronsge of these students if they allow
i¢ llegroes to sit wherever they wish, This feseling of prsjudice

evident s8lso in restaurants snd retsil estsblishments, The types
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0f pictures which the informents prefer vary from Wild Wsst nie-

tores to mysteries and love stories, They are often highly incense

it portrayals of Negroes end Negro life, however. Table XXXV shows
the freaquency of preference of the seversl theaters, Among seven

women and 8ix men there is no preferencs, wnile nighest in frequen-

Table XXXV

Frequency of Preference of Thesters il
in the Twin Cities by the 100 legro Informants

| liemes of Liotion Number Reporting

, Picture Theaters Women Men Totel

‘ [irginia 4 2 6

f rpheum 6 7 13

| bk 1 o) 4

\ #islto 2 2
Princess

‘ fersity

| lione 7 6 13

| lotal 2 18 ]

8y in both the men's and women's group is the Orpheum Theater.

fhis preference mey be dus to several factors: first, the Orpheum
s cloger to the definsd lisgro quarter than sare the other theatsrs;
IE:econdly, the price of admission is low; thirdly, more satisfactory
geeting errengements exist there. Due to ths faet thet the Zrinces
fheater is located in Urbsme =nd neceseitates the use of tne bus
for nost of the Negro people, few asttend this thester. The Varsity
fheeter i= en old thester, and shows third run pictures.

There are but few Negro supported agencies for culturel impov
ment. Occesionally & speaker is obtainsd to lecture in one of the

ghurches or clubs; but with these exceptions, there are few general

gducational efforts, other than reading. The Africen lethodist
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ilscopal Church has a Forum mesting once a month, with lectures
i book reports and somsetimea short plays are presented. Thie
pum organization is composed primarily of & group of University
itdents who sare also the officers and few town people attend. In
‘ s past two yesrs the University has given Negro plays enacted by
L eero students, but the sudience is composed largely from persons “

inected with the University,

The exprescsion of preference in books, nsewspapers snd mage-
18 was secured from the 100 informants, TableXXXVI gives the
jsquency of books reed. In moat cases types, rather than the
et titlee of books read were given. The men reported more books
-1 Table XXIVI

Frequency of Books Read by
the 100 Negro Informants

Nemes or Number LKeportin
| Types of Books Men omen

' Race 22 15
Miystery - 3

: History 2

| Bible 21

Poetry 1

Love Stories 16

Biogrephy 1 '

Essays

Law

Culinary

Wild West

Psychology

Soelology

Sex

Chiropody

Dr. Elliot's Clasasies

selentifie

Seience & Religion

Astronomy

Biology

Theology

Embalming

nyclogedia
Eg Not Reading

)
[

W O B 1 o e

(=]

a
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read than did the women. The highest frequency in the women's
group is the Bible, while second in order of fregquency are Race l
Books and Tove Stories, with an equal number for each group. FPer-

sons reading no books et 21l are third in order. In the men's |
group, the highest in frequency are Race Books, follcwed next in ]

order by the Bible. Those reading no books are slso third in 1

order in the men's group. The remeining books in this ssction of ‘

the table are in the minority. Thus, the 3ible, Race, snd Love

Stories are the moat read by this group of 100 Negro Informnts.

. The newspapers read, as shown in Teble XXXVII, may be divided

Into two groups, the Reciel newaenepers and Metropoliten newspapers.
Table ZXIVII

Frequency of Newspapers ERead
by 100 Negro Informents

Newspape rs Nomber Reporti
Read Men omen
Chicago Defender 20 29
| 3t. Louis Argus 7 7
Chempaign Gazette 29 33
Chiesgo Tribune 17 9
Pittsburg Courier - 1
: Herald Exsminer 6 2
Urbana Courier 1 4
Atlantic Vorld - 5 2
The Gritt - 1
I11ini 1 1
# Reporting Not Reading
any Newspa pers 9 4

In the first group mre the Chicago Defender, the St. Louis Argus,
the Pittsburg Courier, the Atlantic World, end the Gritt. There

are more women reeding the Champsign Gazette than other newspapers,

followed next in order by the Chicago Defemder. Third in order in

|
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the womsn's group is the Chicsgo Tribune, There are thirty-nine
fomen reading Wegro publicetions. The Chicago Defender is the
highest in frequency among the men, while second in order is the
fhampaign News Gazette. The Chiesgo Tribune is third in frequency
in the men's group 8lso. There are thirty-seven men reading race
pewspepers in this group of fifty men informants. Though there is
puch criticism against the Chicago Defender as being too sensstional
and too militant, it remnks higher in both the men's and women's
sroups then the St, Louis Argus, which is reputed to be & much
better paper. The Argus remnks fourth in order of freguency in both
the men's and women's groups.
In the magazine list, shown in Teble XXXVIII there are four
Table XXXVIII

Frequency of lagazinas Read
by the 100 Negro Informents

lagazines Number HReporting lagazines Number Reporti
Read Men Women Read "HEE___J%EEEEE
The Crisis 9 & Atlantice - 1
The Bronzeman 16 19 American Legion 1 1
dbbott's Honthly 7 4 lautilus - 1
Opportunity 2 S Etude - 2
f0od Housekeeping 1 4 lieCalls 1 2
irt Craft - 1 Ladiea Home Journal 2 3
tood English - 1 Liberty 4 1
Sersen 2 2 Colliers 2 1
fousshold Digest - 1 Gentle Woman < 1
Saturday Evening Nation % =
Post 7 2 Argosy 1 E
losmopolitan 6 2 Religious Quarterlies 3 1
Jorum Z 1 fiestern Stories 1 -
literary Digsst 10 2 Fortune 1 =
irne ctory 6 8 Time 3 -
fomen's Home Com- New Century 1 e
penion - 7 ourvey 1 -
inerican - o) Jtanderd 1 =
Unity Co- 2 National Geographie 1
Better Home & Garden - 2 Delineator 1 6
ited Book 2 2 # Reporting as not

Reading sny legagines 13 13

—— =
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Negro publicstions listed. They are the Crisis, Ths Bronzeman,
‘Abbott's Monthly, and Opportunity. In this list, the Bronzeman
ranks highest in frequenecy in both divisions. Oecond in order of

frequeney in the women's section is True Story, and in the men's

division the TLiterary Digest. Abboti'e konthly and Vomen's Home

Compenion ere third in order in the women's reading habits, while

is fourth in the women's group, end the Saturdsy Evening Post and
Abbott's lionthly emong the men. Three of the four Negro publica-
tions here listed sre in the three higheet ratings of frequency.
From this discussion, it is fairly evident that the Negroes in the
Twin Cities ars gre-tly interested in literature perteining to
their own race.

There is s genersl opinion among meny white people thet the
majority of the Legro people are illiterste. Table IXIIX gives
gtatistice on the illiterscy of the Negro populetion in Champeign-
Urbena, the total population of the Twin Cities and the stetistice

for the Negro and totel populeation of the etate for 1920 and 1930.

For both the Twin Cities and the state, the Negroes hed e higher
| per cent. of illiterscy then the totel populstion for both 1920
gend 1930, The illitermcy of the Negro populetion of Chempeign-

Urbena in 1920 wes double the percentege rate of Negroes in the

| the state rete. However, in compering the two decennial periods

| of 1920 and 1920 for the Twin Cities, there was 1 per cent. more

ll i11iterscy in 197 then in the previous decede, while the statr

the Crisis is third in frequenecy in the men's group. The Delinestor

entire state, and the per cent. of illiterstes in 1920 was squal to

| rate wes reduced elmost half, The rate for the total populetion of \
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lliterete 264 -1 278 1 153,507 2.4 173,987 3.4
1literate Males
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Table XXXIX

Illiteracy of the Negro and Total POPulEtion
for Champaign-Urbanse and the State=

Champaign-Urbana The State
1920 20
Number % Number & Number % Number &
over 1,595 100 1,308 100 277,834 100 157,205 100

eeroes 10 yrs.
i

literate linles

1l and over Not Listed 45 3 DNot Listed 4,917 3

lliterate Females
l and over Not Listed 850 4 Not Listed 5,229 3

lliterate 12 8 97 7 10,044 -4 10,476 -7

"te1 Ponpnlstion 28,329 100 21,907 100 6,33%,046 100 5,184,943 100

B and over Not TListed 124 -1 Not Listed 84,059 2
1literate Femeles
l and over Not Listed 179 ~-1 Not Li=ted 85,068 2

15th Census, Vol. III, Part I, Population, Table 13, p. 600,

Table 15, p. 628,
14th Census, Vol, III, Populstion, Tsble 9, p. 251, Table 10,

pp. 260-264.

e Twin Cities was less than the rate for the state for both

priods., In both Champaign-Urbana, and the state, the amount of

lliterecy decreased in 1930 over the rate of per cent. in 1920,
|

i 1920, in Champaign-Urbana, the per cent. of illiterate Negro melss

wer 21 yeers of age was equsl to "he rate for the stete, r*hile the

fsmales of the same mge showed & higher rate than did the totel pop-

r
|

letion. For the totel populetion the illiterscy rate in Champsign-
jrbana was below that of the entire state, lieny of the older Negroes

pre not educated, snd the incresse in the per cent. illiterate

om 1920 to 1920 was not due to the lesck of sducational facilities

pong the younger Negroes, but to the immigration of illiterate per-

pns from the southern states.
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Chapter VII
Social Orgeanizations

The disecussion of this chapter deals with the cultural contacts,
which includes & deseription of the churches end organizations in
which the 100 informants hold membership. Although the physical
properties and the meterial aspect of the community here reviewed
present & rather meager sppeerance, the social life is mevertheless
varied and rich in content. Thias is especially true in regard to
the religious and the fraternal and mutusl aid societies@ now to be
considered. These organizations are for the most part similer to
the corresponding orgenizetions among the genersl populstion.
Nevertheless they sssume 2 local tone and genius.

| In this community, there sre six denominations of churches
‘ supported by the Negro population. These are the African Lethodist
| Episcopal, the Colored ethodist Episcopal, the Beptists, the

‘ Sanctified or Church of God in Christ, the Seventh Day Adventists,

or the Church of God and Saints of Christ, and the Spiritusl Churech..
These churches vary in emotional display by the ministers and the
congregetion,

The African liethodist Episcopal and Salem Baptist ars the

l oldest Negro churches in the Twin Cities, and have the largest con-
lgregationﬁ. These churches were organized by white ministers, and
the first structures of both churches were built by private sub=-
geription of white persons in the Twin Cities between 1870 and 1880.
In these two churches, one finds most of the repressntative Negross

of the community. Though there sre three other Baptist churches in

||
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the Twin Cities, beside Salem Baptist, two of these churches are
pff-shoots of Salem Baptist. One of the reasons one finds so meny
Beptist churches in Negro communitiee is due to the factu that the
gongregations split. If a number of persons become dissatisfied
ith conditions in the church, they leave. and one of their number
often becomes the minister. Before he can become the minister,
aowever, he must study the Bible, which he does usually in his

pare time. When he finishes this study, he goes before an examin-

ing boerd of the other Negro ministers of the town or section. If
he successfully pesses the examination, he is eligible to preach.
fhis ceuses many mushroom growths of Baptist churches of the"store-
iront" variety throughout the United States. These congregetions
ey sgein split, until there are eny number of churches which

isve brenched away from the mother church. kany of the ministers

found in Negro Baptist churches, particnlarly in towne the size

of Champaign-Urbana, have been in the laboring class or domestic
plzse of workers before they beceme ministers. Three of the Baptist
ministers in the Twin Cities were previously in the laboring class,
one heving been & janitor, one & miner end the other & valet.

Due to the lack of eduecstion, the ministers are necesserily very
pircumscribed in presenting their sermona., This type of minister
j0e8 not sppeal to the better educated Negro, and the congregstions,
8 & rule, are small and not eelf-sustaining, particularly during
this period of economic depression. In some instancesa, the minis-
iters are forced to resume their former occupstions in order to
gupplement their budget for living expensss, This type of minjister

i8 fonnd also in the Sanetified churches and the Church of God






