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FWA Approves
Névrs Ceriter
Project Here

Chicago regional office of the
federal Works Agency has approv=
'd the $18,500 federal grant for the
»roposed $32,600 Negro community
:enter for northeast Champéig‘:nﬁ,y}
Zyle H. Gallivan, executive secre-
:ary of the Home and War Chest,

“sencathIoh Higdlfice

»f the Federal Security Agency was
announced previously. The project
application was forwarded today to
Washington, D. C.; for approval of
the main office of the Federal
Works agency, but this is largely a'
formality as the indorsement of the:
regional FWA office is tantamount:
to final approval from that agency. !
However, the War Production’
board must grant its consent for the
erection of the building because of
the critical materials involved, and !
Gallivan said this is probably the :
largest remaining hurdle before the .
federal grant can become a reality,

Concurrence of the War depart-
ment dlso is needed to signify its:
value as a military project as the '
proposed - center ‘would serve to’;
provide for the recreation needs of
colored soldiers in this area for the |
duration of the war.

Erection of the building is al'soz
contingent upon ' obtaining 514,100,5
in donations here. The Home and’
War Chest has pledged $2,500 if its |
campaign for funds in November is:
successful and the remainder is 1o’
be raised by solicitations in Urbana |
and Champaign and among the Ne- |
gro residents. :

‘Colored persons obtained suffi-
cient money in a drive last year to:
purchase two lots for the site for
the building at Sixth and Grove'
streets, just opposite Douglas park,
. The building would be of con-'
crete block or similar lightweight
masonry construction, 82 by 63
feet and would provide a large
hall 35 by 68 feet, and smaller
rooms for library, reading room,
kitchen, office, showers and lava-
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New Plea for

Federal officials have thus far’
declined to approve a federal grant
for the construction of a Negro
communit center in nrm
.Champaign, Lyie H. Gallivan, ex-,
ecutive secretary of the Home’
and War Chest association, an-'

nouncéd today. - ¢ R

Approval has been withheld 'byf
officials of' the Federal Works:
agency on the ground that the war-
connected need is insufficient, he:
explained. : :

The War department, which
must- approve the project as  the
building would serve as a recrea-
‘tion center for Negro soldiers until
after the war, has ruled there are
‘mot enough colored -troops current-
'ly stationed at' Chanute Field to
| justify the expense,

]

e “New Evidence’ Ready
However, Gallivan said that he
and others interested in the proj-
‘ect are continuing to press the re-
quest for federal . funds and are]
planding  to present “‘‘new . evi-
dence” on-the need for the proj-
ect % e
| - Gallivan conferred” Wednesday!
fevening with ‘the -.committee ..of
icolored -persons who have heen

such a center. Members of thi
committee are Ray Scott, Alvin/ﬁ?
Foxwell, Dr. H. D. Ellis, -Dr. L/
I'P. Diffay, Fred Pettiford, and
tFRichard Edwards. Prof. A. G. An=
derson, president of the Commu-

7 $32,000 Building Sought 3
.Cost of the building is estimated:
fat $32,600 with a federal grant to!
provide $18,500 \and the remaining:
$14,100.to be raised in Champaign«
Urbana. . N 3

The recently-concluded. Home and!
“War Chest drive brought in $2,500
for the' project,- more than "$1,500'
has been raised in Urbana, ‘and
funds are also being obtained in'
Champaign and among the Negro
residents. 3

A site at Sixth and Grove;
streets, .purchased in 1942 by Ne-
gro residents whep a similar proj-
ect was under discussion, is avail-?
able. Plans have been drawn {for
a Ywo-story concrete block struc-
ture providing a large recreationj
hall, library, reading room, kitch-
en, offices, shower and lavratory
rooms.
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Colored Center!

Fassisting in the efforts ‘to "obtainf{

nity . Chest, was present. o
% A )
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$10,000 Drive
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Is Opened for
Colored Center

Drive to raise $10,000 to provide:
a building and to finance the first
year's program' of a ‘community
center for colored  residents of
Champaign-Urbana was . launched

mittee of the Twin City Commu-
nity committee, Printed letter out-
lining ‘conditions favoring establish-
ment of -the center was mailed to a
selected list of potential contribu-
tors and similar material will be
distributed to all residents of the
city. )

The circular letter showed a,
photo of The Cozy Corner, a par-
tially condemned building at Fourth,
and- Vine streets, which has been
selected as the site of the project.
Funds will be used either to re-
odel this building or to provide,

temporary structure in the same
eighborhood. The drive also in-
ludes a campaign to raise enough
oney to provide for the first year
of operation. 7 i

The following needs which have.
ed to the movement were listed in,
the printed letter: (1) need for ors,
ganization for self-help by a minor-}
ity hitherto too poorly organized;;
) need for a meeting place and’
community ~ center; (3) mneed for,
etter . recreation ~for = children,
ouths and adults; (4) lack .of de-,

this group may <fake their girl
iends for a coke or soda whereas
they are welcome at undesirable

places for whisky and gin; (5) need

ldelinquent children in spitg of the
bwork of some excellent child wgl-
are services of a different with

erate.

unorganized and individual e’;tarts to
laid these people, for lack of which
imisunderstandings have arisen; M
urgent need for adult education in
lchild care, health, etc.; (8) need to

Snate “factional differences and op-
ijportunities for exploitation whxgh
ave grown naturally out of dis-
erimination against a heretofore
ill-organized minority group; 10
need for responsible leadership to
prevent possible development of
race friction during war and post-
war years. _
© Answering some questions raised
by persons who have had doubts of
Ahe feasibility of the project, the
‘committee discussed issues of war
time legitimacy of the project, its
relation to the Negro soldiers cen-
‘ter, advisability of making it a tax-
upported enterprise and
race relations problems.

today by the joint advisory cofn-

irable places where young men of),

ifor child welfare services -for cer-{
tain types of neglected and pre-{

which the T. C. C. C. will coop-

(6) meed for group sponsorship of

{eliminate serious health hazafds|
twhich menace both the local and|:
fentire community; (9) need to elim-}

certainj

| . The joint advisory council’s let-
ter advanced two reasons to sup-
port the contention the project is
legitimate in war time. They are:
(1) it will remove conditions tend-
ing to cause delinquency, ill health

e war effort; (2) it 1_‘efutes*‘a;
ajor argument of Nazi propa-
ganda, that we do not really fight

5 A iy
f(or democracy since we discrim-
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fer advanced “two reagons- Vo

propa-|

y fight;

fo! since/ we | discrim-
S own/|minority,

groups. / ; _ ’
Discussing legrp | soldiers’
center, thg aid? { {
‘IfWhllex many di Jddals con-|{

tributed /to the spldi ers’{ center’
fu d,:::!org ization)as such, had
no|co ctx&n with tha tmé effort.
We underst 3
marked for| ?
p e, that ts

whether the community center
should be tax supported, the letter
stated “we feel sure sthat this need
cannot and should not be met -in
that way.”

“Tax funds can hardly be used;
for the immediate interests of a ml;
nority, even though benefits to i
will indirectly benefit the -whol
community. - Moreover, ‘there are;
special reasops why - this type of

ﬂ Takmg up the question.» -bﬁé—

movement must, at all costs, be .

kept out of polltlcs
“Are we sufficienily agreed up-
on the prinéiples of race relations
to unite in a joint effort in this con-
troversial field?” the committee
“lasked itself in the letter.

Here is its answer:

“This is an important question,"
but we believe the right answer is
‘yes.” In a community like' Cham-|
paign-Urbana there are varied at-
titudes on race relations and cor-
responding views as to what to do
about them. For example, some
wish to promote inter-racial con-
tacts; other to discourage them al-
though the latter may be equally|
glad that a minority group seeks to
improve - its .status through self-
help. Usually these latter recognize
that the majority must assist the’
minority financially and through
furnishing such advice and cooper-
ilation as is requested
| “The emphasis in the T. C. C. ¢!
B is on self help, but the movement’
4 furnishes abundant opportunity for
" those who wish to do so to make
helpful contacts with the minority. |
| Democracy permits any community
| lorganization to engage in any legal
¥ activities, and no one can tell in
i|advance just what the I. C. C, C.!
¢ | will wish to do. But the movement)
\ cannot be called radical, communis-'

certainly not provocative of any-
| thing but harmony and democratic’
L |cooperation.” : 4

iitic, a ‘race rights’ movement and:



ASSURE URBANA

DUNATION FUR

. Assurance -of an “‘Ur’bana -dona-] !
N tion'of $2, 000 townrd the construe-|
%5 “tion of 2 recreation “center adjoin- |
:'*". ing Douglas ‘park in Champaign for %
~colored seMce _men was expressed 1
Vst " at-a meeting of 35 Trbana citizens |
Thursday night in the Urbana -AB
E}\' sociation .of Commerce “office,
‘Oscar Steer, A.of:C. presiden ]
')‘ 'was ¢hairman of the informal meet-| !
. Jng which included ‘representatives
of :the A. of C. board of. directors,‘
e the_ Urbana city_council and vati-{!
Ls & ons soci 1 and 1
e t

e

ﬁ? ‘%f’//szf/f/“

o
. Gallivan, executive aecrer-
; ta:"yy 1-?:oit’ the (Jhampalgn-i'}rbans:L
~Home and War Chest, Who formu-|
Jated “and developed a cooperative
3)1an !or sponsorlns the center, re-
viewed ‘the steps taken o ‘date and
,announced ‘the tenta.tive approvar
of the- project by - the - -Federal
Works agency and the Federal ‘Se-|
urity agency - He reported that thej
‘plans are -now on “their Wway "“,
; Washington for ‘the expectie:c :p-;

S
would ‘mean a govem-
ngn&t of $18,500,  Gallivan

ug:d toward “the total “cost . of i,
$32, 500. - Local support, ‘he added

by Champaign-] Urhana colored citi- :
“zens, $2,500 by, the Home and War
‘Chest - orgamzahon 4n- lieuy ~ot Al “

from'the TUrbana community peEr e

Major E.F. Resek in charge of
all recreational tacxht:es -at- Cha-
nnte Field expressed ‘the opimon
that - real ‘need” for snch a cen-
"‘ler exxsted in the Champalgn'[)’r—

g -~ would jnctude a $3,000 ‘contribution}; -

Champsign  community and $2,0008 -

falthough “ade-},

T
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tsor;

" "]the  building at Sixth “and ‘Grove
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‘Federal Works Agency has _approv
1ed the s18 500 federal” grant for the
proposed '$32,600 N egro- community
center Zfor: northeast Champa

~Ly1e ‘H. Gallivan, executive secre-
tary of the Home. an& w Chest,
announced today.

announced ‘previously. The project *
application was forwarded today to
Washmgton, D. C., for approval of -
the main  office - of -the ~Federal :
Works agengy, but this is large]y a ', :
formality as the indorsement of the ~
regional -FWA ‘office is tantamount’ . -
to final approval from that agency. - -
.However, the ‘War Production
board must grant its consent for the - _ '
erection: of the building because of - ¥
the critical materials involved, and
Gallivan said’ this is probably the’
largest remaining hurdle before the
federal grant can become a reality.

»Concurrence of the War- ‘depart-_
ment -also is needed to signify its
value as .a military project-as the
proposed center would serve “to
provide for the recreatlon needs of -
colored soldiers in thxs area for the
duration of the war..

" Erection of the buuding is also
contmgent upon obtaining $14,100 .
in donations here. .The Home and -
War Chest,has pledged $2,500 if its
campaign’ fo:' funds in November is
successful and the remainder is to
be raised by solicitations in Urbana *
and Champaigp and. among ‘the Ne- . -
gro residents 2 ! a

“Colored persons ‘obtained _sutfi
{cient money in a drive last year to
‘| purchase two lots for the site for

3 Badnais by
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streets, just opposite Douglas park.

The building would be of -con
crete block or similar lightweight
{masonry construction, - 82 by 63
feet and would provide - a large-
hall 35 by 68 ‘feet, and . smaller
{{rooms. for library, ‘reading room,
] kxtchen, office, showers ,and lava-




GROUl\D BROKEN FOR NEGRO
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1“\::125 and 150 persons,
.9 at.the corner. of

Trove ‘streets Sun-
Y

Sgt. . George

“"ie leaders

"n}und

witnessed = the

‘Gregory, Isaaé Kuhn A H.,?,"'fay, and - Delos L. Hu;table

‘Fage lhree

COWIMUNITY CENTER

'

. |terranean theater of operations
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u for; the $35,000 Negro éommu-,v,_ ‘Lybyer Mayor, George F:Hurd, . Construction ‘ot fthe one-story

nity center for ,Champaign-Ur-' ' Lyle H. Gallivan, Sergeant Ev- + concrete block building will be :
bana. Sergeant Evans recently '. ~ans, ' Mayor Geo‘rgé_ J. Babb, | !started within the | hext two:
finished 28 moriths of overseas ' Richard Edwards{ Cecil Neledn, ' weeks byt E. N, DeAtley, Cham=_ '
service. Reading from the left ... Ray Scott, Royal A. Stipes, Jt.,
are Alvin Foxwell, Mrs. L. T.:' Dr..H. D. Ellis, Dr..L. P, Dif-" "’ er is /favorable
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and others interested in the pro-
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/| Douglas/. Community Service or. . <

“land“\¥at Chest bullding commite

Battle Veteran =~
Breaks Ground:: e b
At New Center

Consummation of the communl- x 2k
ty’s long-cherished hope for a Ne- |
gro community center was signal. ¥
ized Sunday afternoon as between : '
125 and 150 spectators gathermed in:
the cold February sunshine to wit-
ness the breaking ‘of ground for !
the building at 510-512 East Grove
street. " ¥

Honor of turning the first bit of
earth went to Sgt. George Evans, !
son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Evans,
504 East Tremont street. He iy
home from 28 months in the Medi-

wearing - campaign rlbbons with %
four battle stars, i it
Achievement of the lan for the i/
center, together with ‘the z«ecrea-_
tional possnbxhties its erection pre- . *
sages, was' hailed in brief talks
by Richard ?Edwards, chairman of
the campaign for funds among the .
Negro residents, and R. A. Stipes, 8y
Jr., member of the Home and War . /'
Chest building committee. - Jien
- Riy Scott, ' president of the

T e it e 2

ganization, ' - introduced Mayors
Geotge J.! Babb and George F, ¢
Hurd, | the ‘members of the Home ;

S D e i

tee, ‘members of the Champaign '
recreation ‘and playground board,

Rev. M. A. Crowder, pastor o!
the C. M. E. church gave the In- 3
vocation, and Rev. B. J. Bayne of |
the Salem Baptist church the bene- '
dxctlon.

D L P Du‘fay was the master
ot ceremonies. - After Sergeant
Evans had disposed of the initial " .
clump of ground, members of the
Home and War Chest building com«
mittee, led by Mrs, L.-T. Gregory,
took.a turn at the task.
‘E. N. DeAtley, Champaign con- .
tractor, will begin work ‘within
the next two weeks if the weather *
permits. Last minute revisions in |
plans . are still being - carried |
through. 'The latest addition is am = !

‘enlargement of shower facilities, ’ K
{ v L VNN o AR TRARY 4RI - S “d
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‘tieed for the eter was urgent
hd expréssed’ the full approval of
he Urbdna cotnefl. Other opinions |,
expressed were the plan s “prac-|
ticable” ‘that the colored persons
p LAt “really . mean . busi-
néss" and that the 'communities
‘shoiild take advantage of this op:
portunity to help provide a center]
oléred soldjers now and for the|

use. of other colored persons in the|:

mmunity’after theé war,
The iU

. nideting of a1l coloted eitizens |
! - Champaign-Urbani  to  disclss
finds for the ‘eréction of the eol-
red Sérvicemén’s center will take
lace .at 7:30 p. m. Friday at’ the
[EcHutchy . Fifth; and | Tremont
treets. S5 ety LT A
¢~ The meeting 'is sponsored hy the ||
coloted  Bervicemen's organization
-of Champaign-Urbana, . . =
&Y " s i P




croup Appfoval

‘nutlming the Douglas

A Service organization's

,cof the Champaign County
_/and War Chest proposal for
{y-owned community center-for
«eeroes. has - been - released by -a
$ix-man committee. The groun de-
rlared that & position” fq; “sclf-
hélp” center taken by the execu-
tive committ=e of the joint advis-

sent the viewpoint of the masses ot
celored pecple of the community.-

The statement follows:

“It appears that a number of ths
Home and. War Chest subscribers
are confused by the letter received
from Prof. Donald R. Taft, chair-
man of the executive committee of
the advisory. group”-of the Twin
City Community - committee, ‘Some
seem tc think that ‘they are to de-
cide as to whether they wish the
proposad Negro - community center
building t¢ be owned by the city
and onerated by the city recreation
commmission or whether it shall be
wrivately owned and controlled.
‘ORIGINATORS’ OF MOVEMENT

“This -is not the case as it ap-
i pears. to us there is no alternative
AThe onlv question is whether we
{have a city-owned building or no
; building at all as there are no oth-
er previsions made in the money
aiready raise¢ or that offered by

agree.

“The effogyy for =n community
huilding was begun in 1941 by the
Douglas Community Service organ-
ization, The movement was sup-
norted by 32 -Negro civic, social
| and fraternal organizations ‘of the

Twm Cities.

have contributed $3,000 to be kuild-
ing fund with the understanding
and knowledge that the building
would become the property of t.he
city.

joint advisory council of the Twin
City Community committee had an-
proved thi} plen, and .two of its

yo e s

sory council of the Twin City Com-.
munity committce does not repre--

the chest providing the subscribers |

“Negro citizens of the community {.

" “The l:'vc Nearn mc‘*nberq of the-

o

)f Centei’ Has%, 3k

‘\ac

g R

members served ‘on the campaign
for funds committec.. This, how=
ever, was before the  Twin City

Community - mmmittee was _organ-

ized.
“The Chest comrmttee plans to
supplement. ~the ' fund - originally

promised bur later refused by the.

federal government. -
LIBRARY, HOSPITAL CI'I‘ED X
“While the Twin City Ccmmu-
nity committee’s letter may ~meet
the unanimovs approval of the five
white and five colored members of
its advisory group, the Chest Dro-
posal meets the® .approval ‘of the
masses of Negroes who are to be

served by it, &and the nimsses feel]

that ‘the Chest proposal gives the
only assurance of a building and of
a permanent mamt' nanee and pro-
gram : =

"‘We do not feel that the citv

ownership of such .a building will:
football  &ny’
more than our city library -or hos-.
which are citv-owned, and
tax-supported institutions. We have

make it = a political
vital,

not lost faith in cur form of cl
government,

“Toc much cmphasiq cannot be |

placed on the need for ‘such s
building, and its use ‘'will be more
urgent when our bovs return from
the war to a rehabilitation pro-
gram.

“The committee of the -Douglas
Community Service = orgahization
urges that you sign and vote favor-

ably on thc Home and War Chest

proposal as a delay or-an attempt-
ed change of policy may mean the
lcss of .a muchk-needed buildlng."'

OPENS NEW CAMP LIBRARY

CAMP KILMER. N J (ANP)—-
Lahgston Hughes, Tamous poet and
playwright, was the. guest speaker
at the opening of the new ' Service
Tlub Liberty No.:3 on'Sunday. The
dedication ceremonies were -held in

the main auditorium of the .service |

club before a large 2udience 'of offi-

cers, enlisted men, and visitors.
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Dawson Escorts

| fpowe" IO Hoorv Lo

Sli Together

Hazel Scott Is
: _Present Durmg

]F irst Session

‘BY HARRY S h!cALPlN

WASHING'I‘ON D C/ 'I‘he his-
toric 79th Congress of the TUnited

States, before a ' packed - gallery
which had “less than 30 Negro
spectators - in it, saw two ‘Negroes
take the .oath of office when Con-
gressmen William * L. -Dawson - (D)
of Tlinois and -Adam- ‘Clayton Pow-
ell, Jr., (D) of ‘New York ‘were
worn in. The oath was taken ‘by
the entire body of 374 Congressmen
present.at’ the same time. "7
Powell, newest membet  of the

Congress and “ the first Negro from
the State of New York, was escort-
ed to the Legislative Chambers by
Dawson. ‘Their offices are next..to
each ‘other in‘the old house .office
“building. The two Negro Congress-
men sat together during the pre-
diminary organization of the House
during which time Representative
Sam Rayburn (D) of Texas 'was
reelected speaker

\

MEETS (‘OLLEAGUES T i

Later during the sessior\ Powell
spent much of his time® talking
with Representative Vito Marcan=-
tonio (ALP) . of New York, who
will be their colleagues during the
79th Congress. °

Rumors ~ that Powell would be
seated beside Representative John
Rankin (D) of Mississippi, failed to
materialize during this first session.
Rankin occupitd five different seats

during the session. No one ~ was
assigned - to.- .any - particular - seat.
‘| Powell, by choice howeyer, :was

seated ,on the Democratic side of
the House, though elected on the
Democratic, Republican and Ameri-
can Labor Party ticket. '\

From New York for the. stearmg

spects 1o~ ‘the’ new Congressmen
came Hazel Scott, -of -movie . ‘and
night club Iame whose mme has

in ceremony “and to pay their: re- |
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‘Eincon g replles" ha
received to pircular | my
the joint adv sory- .council
Twin City ; unity ‘¢c
to subsc bers<of -the Ch

ynie;and War Ch

ersion “of surplu
funds| to (bullding of a Neg
munitix_center, Prof. Dona
.chairman;>sajittoday. .
~-The: commu ¢.omm
group’s .- detter: co ained
nostcards “asking : GHest su!
to express- themsg __ves on t
of . the executive’ committee
Chest to diy *pne-half
plus. 'n 2 abely $17¢
estaklis -the .. center
would he/ turned . over | f
-of. Chamiinign and wo d !
ated bv the sVo7
commiesxon E
' Faboring

&

joint* bi-racia
mannsgement..
“hands of.

nld  ‘be

bi-racial: gron
7" Community . co
pldvisory . counéil h
Chest's .. arrange
S aft complaine:
letter accompanying the
vostcards that an garlier PO
by the Chest did pot sllow
rortunity exptressiofl on
ternatives. Tefore, the
nity comn issued its
i riece toallow urther opp
fcr expression. />
Mlhnp: by/the commluw
mittee. groyp has 'not . bee
pleted,~&bgut 1,000 letters
ing to g¢ Out_after the :Ci
hohdavs \ Volun “help i
used -in"
pleces. 1 v AR AT e
Professor rointed
t ready to
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“We of our prou
for - a muttually .-

ranf:ement Pxof.



)f Centerﬁ Has
~roup Approval

outlimng the Douglas

;y Service organization's
£0f ‘the Champaign County
~and War Chest proposal for
y-owned community center-for
oes. has . been released by -a
1an committee. The groun de-
d that a position £ “sclf-
' center taken by the execu-
committse of the joint advis-

council of the Twin City Com-.

ty -committce does mnot repre-
the viewpoint of the masses-ot
ed pecple of the community.-
e statement follows:
appears that a number of the
> -and. War Chest subscribers
onfused by the letter received
Prof. Donald R. Taft, chair-
of the executive committee of
advisory group” of ‘the Twin
Community - committee, Some
to think that they are to de-
as to whether they wish thz
sed Negro community center
ng tc be owned by the city
ynerated by the city recreation
ission or whether it .shall be
tely owned and controlled.
GINATORS’ OF MOVEMENT
is -is not the case .as it ap-
to us there is no alternative
onlv question is whether we
a_ city-owned building or no
ng at all as there are no oth-
‘cvisions made in the money
iy raiseC or that offered by

hest prcndmg the subscribers:

e effogg. for a community
ng was begun in 1941 by the
as Community Service organ-
1. The movement was sup-
1 by 32 Negro civic, socia:
raternal organizations of. the
Cities.

uro citizens 0f the community |-

contributed $3,000 to be kuild-
md with the understanding
tnowledge that the. building
become the property of the

e five Negro members of the-
advisory council of the Twin
“ommunity committee had an-
i this plan, and .two of its
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members served on the campaign
for funds  committec.: This, how-
ever, was before the Twin City
Community committee was_ organ-
ized.

“The Chest cemmittee plans - to
supplement. ~the -fund - originally
promised bur later refused by the
federal goverrment, A
LIBRARY, HOSPITAL CITED

“While the Twin City Ccmmu-
nity committee's letter may - meet
the unanimouvs ‘approval of the five
white and five colored members of

1its advisory group, the Chest pro-|

posal meets the’.approval of the
masses of Negroes who are to be

Da’wson Escorts

Powell To Floor
Slt Together

Hazel Scott Is

Present Durmg
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BY HARRY S McALPIN

"WASHINGTON, D. C. The his-
toric 79th Con_gress of the TUnited
States, before ‘a packed gallery
which had less than 30 Negro
spectators - in it, saw two “Negroes
take the oath of office when Con-
gressmen William - L. Dawson (D)

ell, Jr., (D) of New York were
worn ‘in.- The oath was taken by
the entire body of 374 Congre%smen
present at the same time.

Powell, newest - membef of the

served by t, and tne niusses feel
that the Chest proposal gives the
only assurance of a building and of ¢
a permanent mamtr nance and pro-!
gram.

“We do not feel that the city
ownership of such -a building will
make it a political = feotball . any

vital, which are citv-owned, and
tax-supported’ institutions. We have
not lost faith in' cur form Qf city
government.

placed on the need for 'such "8
building, and its use 'will' be more
urgent- when -our bovs return from
the war to a rehabilitation . pro-
gram. :

“The committee of the -Douglas
Community  Service orgahization
urges that youv sign and vote favor-
ably on thc Home and War Chest
proposal as a delay or an attempt-
ed change of policy may mean the
less of -a much-needed building.”

OPENS NEW CAMP LIBRARY

CAMP KILMER, N. J. (ANP)—
Lahgston Hughes, Tamous poet and
playwright, was the. guest speaker
at the opening of the new Service
Tlub Liberty No.:3 on Sunday. The
dedication ceremonies were held in
the main auditorium of the .service
club before a large 2udience of offi-

cers, enlisted men, and v}sitors‘ :

more than our city library -or hos-.

“Too much cmphasis cannot  be |-

J (€ontinued on’ back ; page)

Congress and the first Negro -from
i the State of New York, was escort-
¢ ed to the Legislative Chambers by’
Dawson. Their offices are next-.to
each other in the old house office
building. The two Negro Congress-
men sat together during the pre-
liminary organization -of the House
during which ‘time Representative
Sam Rayburn (D) of Texas . was
reelected speaker Fou s

VMEETS COLLEAGUES - .'

Later during the sessior\ Powell
spent much of his = time" talking
with ' Representative Vito Marcan-'
tonio (ALP) ; of New York, who
will be their colleagues during the
79th Congress.

Rumors that Powell - Would 'be
seated beside Representative John
Rankin (D) of Mississippi, failed ‘to
materialize during this first session.
Rankin occupitd five different seats

{

|

during the session." No one was
assigned - to- any particular  seat.
Powell, by choice however,- was

seated .on the Democratic side pf
the House, though elected on the
Democratic, Republican, and Amerl-
can Labor Party ticket. '
From New York for the swearing
in ceremony and to pay their re-.
spects to the new Congressmen
came Hazel Scott,~of movie. "and
night club fame, "whose name -has

4 Many *}lephes

-of Illinoisgand Adam Clayton Pow- |

- + =l »
"Encouraoing repllés" have been

received” to . g ‘circular malled by

the Jolnt advisory: .council . of- the

~ .| Twin "City - Community - ‘committee

to . ;subscribers :of :the -Champaign
County ‘Home and ‘War :Chest telg-
tive to cdversion “of ‘surplus Chest
funds’ to, buﬂdmg of :a ‘Negro com-
munity center, ‘Prof. Domud Taft,
.chairman; said ‘today. g

The community -¢ 0 m m'ltte‘e

group’s .- letter: contalned  'return

nostcards “asking ‘ Chest subscribers

to expresssthemselves on the plan

of -the executive commitiee of the

Chest to divert *one-half : itg sur- -
plus. - _approximately - $17,000, ..for

LstaLl'shinr:‘ fhe = center. which

wovld be turned over ‘3 the city-

of Champaign anhd would be. oper-

ated bv the Champnlgn R.ecmuon,n
commission.

) Favoring a selr~heln plan tn

which - ownership “avould rest inia

joint © bi-racial - commission ang -
manpagement.. wonll  ‘be in T 4he -

‘|'hands of .the colored group wiih

advice of ‘a bi-racial group, -the
Twin Citv Community . committee
and its. advisory council have op-
nosed the Chest's. arrangements.»
Professor 'Taft complained in the
letter accompanying . the . .Teturn
rostcards that an earlier poll taken
by the Chest.did not allow. an op-
rortunity for ‘expression .on ail .al-
tema.,wes Therefore,
nity commitree ‘issued its mailing
i riece to-allow further opportunlt.y
fcr expression. \rioede F R
Mailing by the commumty coﬁr-
mittee . group has not -been com-
pleted, about 1,000 letters remain-

hohdays Volunteer “help is  being

used. - in preparing the muuim
pleces. -
Professor 'I‘aft 'omted out his

group is not. yet ready to make a
nublic announcement on sentiments

; expressed in the: ‘poll, and he add-

ed that ‘he Is writing to Lyle Galli-
van, executive, . secretary’ of - an
agreement on future procedure,
“We of our group still are hoping
for a muttually :ati:fnctory ‘AT

ram:ement meessor M com-
rnemed g :

7

the commu- .~

ing to go out after the .Christmas
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. Several hundred persons gath-
‘ered in Douglass Park Commu-
$nity Center, 510-12 E. ‘Grove
~.St., Sinday afternoon to com-
jnemorate the .seventh anniversary

}

i

of its founding. Reading from the
Teft, scated, are Mrs. Helen Hite,
director of -adult activities, - State
Rep. Corneal , Davis of - Chicagoy»
the spealfer,, and :Mrs. L. T.

Gregory -of the advisory * board. |
Standing are R. M. Scott, chair-
man of the advisory board, and
James ‘E. Jones, -director of the |
center. : .
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At Montie-"™

HONOR DOUGLASS

FOUNDERS.

- S R

ANews-Gazette Photo by Ron Beckleyi

Several of the original committee and
staff of Douglass Community Center
were honored Sunday at a celebration
of the 20th anniversary of the founding
of the center. Pictured at the celebra-

tion, left to right, are Mrs. Raymond
Scott, wife of one of the founders; Mrs.
Edna Diffay, past secretary; Richard R.
Edwards, past board chairman; Taylor
Thomas, first director; and Odelia Wes-

=~'~=]cy. past secretary.
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Fredmrick Douglass Community Center, a $1 million multi-purpose

center in the city's north side.
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- New Douglass rec center will be ‘opened Saturday

By Michael Murphy
Of The Courier

The Champaign park district
expects to open its new Doug-
lass Park recreation - center
this week.

Following months of stormy
debate and a year of recon-
struction work, the center in
northeast Champaign will be
reopened Saturday.

Robert Toalson, general man-
ager of the park district; said
his weekly report that an open

house has been set for 1 to
3 p.m. that day.

The new building replaces a
30 - year - old cinder - block

- structure that was a commu-

nity as well as a recreation
center for black residents of
northeast Champaign,
Community residents strong-
ly opposed reconsttuction plans
for the center, saying the $900,-
000 allocated would ‘- replace
gymnasium space in the old
building ‘but would not allow

enough space for other neigh-
borhood activities. .

Demolition of the old build-
ing and English Bros. construc-
tion work on the new center
were delayed for several weeks
by the‘protmt. The project was
finally moved off dead center
a year ago, when the park
board voted an additional $100,-
000 to the project.

The money was to be used
to add a senior citizens wing
on the building at 6th  and

Douglass Park recreation senter set 1q open Deg. 1) with an bpon house

Grove Streets. It became avail-
able when bids on the park
district’s Bicentennial Center

project came in well under es--

timates.
: Both recreation tenters were
financed with funds from - a

successful 1972 bond . referen-

dum.

When inflation forced the
park board to scale down its
Douglass Center plans, a long-
running fued was touched off

‘William Helms and Richard
Davis, who was the board’s
only black member until he

moved from Champadign earlier'

- ‘this year. |

between park board President

In addition, a group of ‘area
residents orgamzed to demand
a more “complete recrea-
tion center. Its leader, activist

Roy Wnlhams -was jailed -on

one occasion, when he alleged-
ly mterferred .with workman
at the conistruction site.

Pickets also roamed the site

durmg demolition work.

- A building permit for the
14,000 - square - foot was issued
by city officials Oct. 8, 1975.

Meanwhile, plans for the sen-
ior citizens’ wing were amend-
ed to apply the extra $100,000
toward remodeling the Doug-
lass Annex, a nearby building
that formerly housed a grocery
store.

Plans for contmued operation
of a library branch in the build-

ing also created some con-
troversy.
However, the Champaign

Public, Library board decided
last November to move the
branch, at least temporarily,
into a donated building north
of the park that previously
served as the office of the
Champaign Asphalt Co.
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Old center
razed for
new one

Shortly after 9:30 a.m. Thurs-
day a bulldozer rammed into
the cracked walls of Douglass
Center.

About an hour later, the cen-
ter, once the hub of recreation-
al activities in north Cham-
paign, was a pile of ruhble.

Five workmen demolished
the north Champaign park
center.

Champaign park commis-
sioner Richard Davis Jr. was
on the scene as the first bricks
fell. He said he was glad to
see the old structure torn down,
adding it should have been
done a long time ago.

Hester Suggs, principal  of
Washington School near the old
center, also was watching the
demolition. “This was the cen-
ter of activities, the only cen-
ter for a long time for Cham-
paign kids,”’ she said.

There was no sign of disrup-
tion in the project. Police squad
cars were patrolling the area
and a squad car was sifting
watch at Grove and 4th streets.

The demolition was  being
done hy the Eddie Pelmore
Excavating and Hauling Co. of

(Photo by Phil Greer) Champaign.

Months to build, years to serve northeast Champaign—Douglass Center comes down in minutes this morning
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