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Mark your calendar ... Our family reunion for 2013 will be held in New Orleans...
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Excitement arose as I read an email announcing my family's upcoming reunion. Even though the assembly is not until next year, plans and preparations
are already in the making.

The establishment of our family reunion began in the 1970s, and today, the tradition is still going strong. We gather biennially in various cities to
fellowship, have fun and celebrate our rich heritage.

Those of us who have been attending the reunions over the years, have seen our family go through many transformations. We may have changed shapes,
sizes, and natural hair color, but our family is still as vibrant as ever. Our family tree has shed a few branches, as some of our precious loved ones have
gone home to be with the Lord. Yet, our tree is still full as new tiers of branches are constantly blooming. Our roots are strong and deep, as we not only
celebrate our coming together as a family, but also rejoice in God's goodness and many blessings.

Our family gatherings have been a source of anticipation and joy for me. However, there is another family reunion that is sure to be the reunion of all
reunions. The family Patriarch, who is patient and loving, has been diligently preparing a place for this reunion. He is constructing a city that will be
massive in size to accommodate the abundance of heirs who will ascend from all over the world. As you may have already figured out, this great reunion
is when God and His children are united in heaven.

Many of us have enjoyed our earthly family reunions, but nothing will compare to this grand gathering. Men and women of God, we have been given the
awesome responsibility and privilege of delivering the announcements and sending correspondence to family, friends and strangers. We are to encourage
them to RSVP "yes" to our Father's invitation to join Him at His house. Our goal is to have a massive family reunion, knowing that this reunion will last
forever.

Dear Father, thank you for the day you invited us into Your family, and allowed us the privilege of calling you Our Father. Thank You for preparing a
special place for us.
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1 Peter 2:9-10
We are chosen
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light;
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

Ephesians 1:3-6
God's Plan
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

Revelation 3:5; 22:14
Special access
Revelation 3:5
He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

Revelation 22:14
Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

Proverbs 11:30
Winning souls is wise
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.

Philippians 3:20-21
Something to look forward to
20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.




