3

V.

For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
Acrobat X or Adobe Reader X, or later.

Get Adobe Reader Now!



http://www.adobe.com/go/reader


HISTORY OF BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The bhistory of a person, an institution or a state 1s a
record of the outward deeds, with a background often unexpressed,
of his longings, aspirations, and struggles; of his failures and
triumphs, his defeats or approximation of success; which reveal
character, and enable posterity to view retrospectively and
objectively the record; and evaluate his worth in terms of
religious and spiritual values, and at the same time consider the
contribution he has made to his time and generation. So 1t is

with a Church
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HISTORY OF BETHEL A.M.E. CHURCH
(Abridged)

At a church conference and get together held at Bethel A.M.E. Church,
July 14, 1938, a discussion arose on the early history of the church. As a
result of the discussion, Rev. Thomas H. Stoner, the pastor, appointed a
committee on Church History for the purpose of research and to secure facts
concerning the early history of the church.

The personnel of this committee was Mrs. Louanna Riley, Mrs. Florence
Louis Mileam, Mrs. Clara Anderson Allen, Mrs. Mary Blackburn Jones, and Mr.
Albert R. Lee, Chairman. The members of this committee, with but one excep-
tion were citizens of this community, and all had resided here for a number
of years. They were able to call upon their own memories, and relate the
+raditions that had come down to them from their parents.

The committee checked facts, interpreted and evaluated all data obtained,
reached conclusions and agreements which they presented to constitute the

history of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church.
§ § § 8§

Early church records before 1880 were not found, if kept, nor was the
committee able to secure Conference Minutes of early years. This can be
explained easily as Bethel A.M.E. Church is older than the Illinois Annual
Conference.

From diverse accounts given by early settlers, along with newspaper
stories, excerpts from chronicled history of Champaign County, it must be true
that the church organization known as Bethel A.M.E. Church came into being
during the year 1863. The Quarterly Conference Journal of 1891 stated that

the Church was 28 years old, which would place it's origin in 1863.

In 1863 a small group of people, who had been holding prayer and other
religious meetings in their homes, got together and raised funds in the

amount of $600.00 and erected a small frame building on the property of Mr.

Jake Taylor at 405 E. Park Avenue.
In 1877, the property at the southeast corner of Park and Fourth Street

was pwrchased and the frame building at 405 E. Park Avenue was moved to 40l

E. Park Avenue, making both the building and ground the property of Bethel A.
M.E. Church. During the ministry of Rev. Charles Holmes, 1880-1881, the first
parsonage was built in the back of the church on Fourth Street.

Records show that on June 6, 1892 an abstract for property was signed by
the following trustees: Robert English, L.H. Walden, Clay Brown, John Moss.
and General C. Lee. On October 5, 1892, a meeting was held to incorporate the
church and take action to build a new church and the following were named trus-
tees for the new ghurch: William Lee, L.H. Walden, Clay Brown, John Moss and

General C. Lee. -
The new church was a brick building with beautiful stained glass windows.

There was an auditorium, a lecture room; a choir room that was often called
the Baraca Room because of its use as a Sunday School room for the Baraca
Class, which had an enrollment of 100 at one time. Bethel was the first church
in the Twin Cities to have a Baraca-Philathea affiliation with the National
Baraca~Philathea Bible Study Group. T

On November 6, 1835 the church voted to finish the inside of the church.
At this time the pews and the altar rail were installed, a new furnace and one
hundred folding chairs for the lecture room. October 13, 1911, under the







History of Bethel A.M.E. - Continued

leadership of Rev. Geowge W. Jones the following trustees were elected:
Archie Penny, Albert R. Lee. P.J. Carey, B.J. Woodruff, and George Pope. The

Church decided to make extensive repairs so a loan of $1500.00 was aquired.
In 1915 a new pipe organ was installed.







'in 1922. The choir bore the expense of enlarging the
choir loft and the installation of the organ. In 1916
during the pastorate of Rev. E. G. Jackson, the choir
purchased its vestment robes and caps at an outlay of
approximately eighty dollars. It has continued as a
vested choir from that date to the present.

The choir has featured Christmas and Easter Canta-
tas; indoor and outdoor picnics and other socials;
participated in Songfests; sang in other churches - both
white and Black; maintained records; kept the organ and
piano in repair; purchased its own music, robes and

- equipment.
The history of the Bethel Choir is not complete
without the mention of Mr. Cecil Pope, Director of the
Choir over sixteen years - carrying on where Mr. Scott

left off. He made distinct contribution to the musical
life of the church.

The dramatic chorus was organized and directed by
Mrs. Clara Allen in 1933. It put on many high grade and
worthwhile musicals, cantatas and plays; sung in other
churches, both Black and white. The Gospel Chorus was
organized by Mrs. Sadie Shaw, assisted by Mrs. Mary
Blackburn Jones. It has sung in other churches and
participated in Songfests. The Sunday School Choir - the
children and teenage youths - began in 1938.
BETHEL REBUILDS
The new Bethel was fast becoming old and in need of extensive
repair. 1In 1948, the Helping Hand Club served meals in a basement
for a Sunday School and Church Conference and they raised $190.
Rev. Elsie Taborn, who was pastor at that time, asked them how they
would like the money used and they indicated it should be used as
a starter for a building fund for a new church. Rev. Taborn added
$100 and Mrs. Nellie Bradley added another $100. This was the
beginning of a_drive to raise $95,000. The members of the Helping

Hand Club were Carrie Nelson, Emma Hines, Bessie Evans, Mable Rice,

Bessie Wesley, Mary Woods and Belle Woodruff. The church trustees
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In a writeup of Champaign Churches, it gave nine Churches:
Presbyterian, Methodist Episcopal, Congregationalist, Roman
Catholic, Baptist, and two Colored Churches.®

& Champaign County Gazette, August 25, 1869.

“The African K. E. Church held a festival 1in Bailey's Hall,
Friday evening. The proceeds to go to paying off an indebtedness

of the church.®*®

< Champaign County Gazette, Dec. 22, 1869.

“The festival held by the colored people on the evening of the
24*" ult., for the benefit of the A. M. E. Church was quite
successful and netted a nice little sum. "7

7 Champaign County Gazette, Jan. 5, 1870.

List of Deeds recorded "8arah and Jas. Dean to Trustees of the
Second Baptist Church, Dec. 4, 1970. Lot 46, Su. Lot 1, 8. W. 7,

19, 9."=

€ Champaign Gazette, Jan. 5, 1870.






The Abstract tells of a Church Meeting held June 6, 1892.
Trustees elécted, Robert English, L. H. Walden, Clay Brown.
Additional trustees John Moss, G. C. Lee. Church meeting held
October 5, @"%g‘; to incorporate the Church and take action on
building a new church. The corporate name of the Church was to
be “"The African Methodist Episcopal Church of Champaign,
Illinois. " The following Trustees were elected: Villiam Lee, L.
H. WVWalden, Clay Brown, John Moss, General C. Lee. It was voted
to authorize the Trustees to mortgage Lot 53, "upon which the new
church 1is beigg erected, to secure payment on loan of $2000, made
August 23, 1892, and ratifying the action of the Trustees in
applying for loan®" to the Citizen's Building Association of

-

Urbana, Illinéis. Rev. Harry Lackey, Pastor, presided.

.—10_






Che Luana Riley Socicty of Bethel M.E. Church
Presents a
Vesterlear — Garden Tea Party
On
Sunday August 19, 2001at 3:00 p.m.
At
1208 West Church Street, Urbana, Jllinois
Donations $5.00
We are encouraging everyone to come on out and wear your bonnets,
tea dresses and bring your parasols. We will have tea, food, and a high time
in the Lord!
Jf you have any questions, please feel free to contact
Debrac Lomax- (217) 398-8354,

Marilyn Starks — (217) 356-5078,

or Mary Haywood-Eenson (217) 359-6402
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Lincoln-Douglas-Allen
Founder's Banquet
Held by Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

Friday, February 3, 6:30 p.m.
at the Chancellor Hotel.

The speaker will be Keith O. Nelson, Assistant Warden in
charge of Education and Programs at the Dixon Correctional
Center. Mr. Nelson holds a bachelor's and

master's degree, and is working on his.
doctorate.

Nelson will discuss the possible
articulation between the black
churches and the law enforcement
institutions attempting to curb violence
in our cities.

Jissteensdtilesserananvnal

The public is invited.
Donation for tickets is $20.

Pastor: Rev. John Nettles Jr.
Chairman: Mr. David Phillips

LLINOIS
DEPARTMENT
OF
CORERCTIONS.

This ad was donated by
Professional Impressions Media Group, Inc.
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MEMBERSHIP
The growth of the membership of the church was gradual but
steady. Figures for the membership from +the beginning are
unavailable but it mﬁﬁt have been very small as the number of
Blacks in the community was small. In 1888 the membership was

sixﬁy—two. In 1938 it was approximately 270.

BETHEL CHOIRS — EARLY DEVELOPMENT
Bethel has always been blessed musically. At various times
the Sunday School boasted of excellent orchestras, and the church
never had to leave the membership to find a pianist or organist.
Bethel has had a choir since 1893. 1In 1917, the first choir robes
.were purchased for §4.00 each. In 1922, the choir was well
organized with a complete set of officers and various committees,

all working together to make Bethel A. M. E. Choir the finest in

the community and the district.

Bethel has been fortunate in the quality of its choirs.
Even in the early days in the old church, there were good
voices and what they lacked in musical technique they
more than made up in the quality of their voices. These
choirs carried on into the new church. 1In 1894 a group
of young people voluntarily organized a choir. This
group was reorganized by Mrs. P. M. Lewis in 1895 and
became the first "note reading" choir in the Church
history. All of its members could not read notes but all
were taught to sing by note. Rev. P. M. Lewis used the
choir to sing at white churches and at the public opera
house to raise money for the church indebtedness.

In 1896 and 1897 the choir at its own expense
employed a teacher of vocal music from the University of
Illinois to instruct and train it how to sing.

The choir was reorganized in 1908 or 1909 with
Ernest Harlan Scott as its director and Albert R. Lee its
president. The choir continued under this management
except during 1919-1920, until the passing of Mr. Scott
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MINISTERS OF BETHEL A. M. E. CHURCH

Rev. Knight

J. W, Jackson 1874
Richard Holley 1877
Rev, Derrick

Wm. J. ?Daces (1864)
Chas. Holmes 1880-81
Henry Depugh 1872-1883
A. A. Burleigh

E. Prior Moore 1887
Rhinehart 1888
Campbell 1888

Henry Lackey 1892
Peyton M. Lewis 1894
Jesse S. Woods

F. T. Harvey 1896 .
Peter Cooper 1897
Benjamin Arnett 1899
George Chreslburgh 1900
Levi P. Christy 1902
J. H. W. Jackson 1904
Andrew Jackson 1905
George W. Jones 1911
Henry Simons

Henry Jameson 1914

E. G. Jackson 1916

Bethel History - Draft 5

H. H. Hackley 1918

J. A. Sherman 1920

George W. Jones 1924 (2nd time)

John H. Smith 1929
Charles Brooks 1930

C. O. Mitchell 1932
Isaac S. Stone 1933
George T. Shaw 1934

M. C. Wright 1936

J. W. Wedley 1942-1944
T. S. Henderson

John W. Wright —-194s8
Elsie Taborn 1948-1953
Andrew R. Parks 1953-1957
C. M. Curry 1957-1961
Blaine Ramsey 1961-1967
W. R. Stewart 1967-1970
William N. Guy 1967-1970
H. Henry Walker 1971-1974
C. F. Carr 1974-1978

A. C. Wright 1977-1983
John Owens 1983-1984
Alfred Johnson 1984-1988
H. H. Walker 1988-1990

Steven A. Jackson 1990-
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HIARINE WO Our cnurcin hie,
THE MINISTERS AND THE
PROBLEMS OF YourTH

We are thinking in terms of the
cold, hard facts. Some of these
facts many of us dislike, but they
remain [acts, As pastors, we hava
read in our newspapers so often that
one or some of our young people
have gotten into leagal difficulty.

It is our purpose in the unear
future,” to present ourselves to the
court as a “friend of the Court”, or
as a “Big Brother”, in an effort to
convince the youth in trouble that
he or she has a friend. We are con-
vinced that in many instances many
of our youth face their legal difficul-
ties all alone and would welcome
the counsel and assistance of some-
one who would show an inlerest in
them, We feel ‘this is a difinite past
of our work, for if in this project we
can rescue one young person and
save him or her from a life of crime,
we have our reward.

In other ‘groups, there are active
organizations whose sole purpose is
confined to this issue. Some of them
have ceased to function, because
they could not get enough interested

‘adults to give, the time and . ffort

necessary to make this program
effective. Others involved in such
& program have a record of good
success and continuity. We propose,
tven in our alréady crowded sche-
dules, to keep this program alive,
because of its tremendous importance
our young people are a great part of
our hope for tomorrow and we must
help each one of them to realize this
und to take advantage of the oppor-
tunities of the day,
THE MINISTERS SPEAK
ABOUT THE ILLINOIS TIMES

We feel that we need a newspaper,
All of us know that our newspaper
and magazines give us an opportunity
to know and publicize many things
that otherwise we would not know.

In miny cities of sizable Negro
populljibn, we have our own news-
paper. -‘We feel our community is
large enough to support such a news-
paper for us,

We have information from many
sources from time to time that our
people should know. Some of theen

Luc  avulil g fdathe  WHWLG=
heartedly endorse the idea of all of
our people attending the City Council
meetings. These meetings are open
to the public and many things which
are being discussed pow concern you
directly. Urban renewal is in the
talking and preliminary planning stage
now., We should and must attend to
get accurate information.

THE DIRECTED BUYING POWER

The Northeast End Pastors’ Alli-
ance of Champaign-Urbana have
been concerned about the problem

of more and better job opportunities|

for our people. As a resule of this
concern, and with much prayer and
discussion, we encouraged our people
to lend us their buying power for an
experiment. We felt that our people
had great purchasing power that
could be used to our advantage, if
we could concentrate it in one place
at one time. This is why we asked
you to do your grocery shopping at
Kroger's in the Country Fair Shop-
ping Center on the weekend of April
8th, 1960.
THE REPORT

We ure pleased to report at this
date, April 28, 1960, we have snlef
slips from four (4) churches. These
sales slips from Kroger's total
$3,184.90. We have as yet four (4)
other churches who have not reported,
We of the Pastors are pleased with
this effort and feel that we have a
following and we are encouraged to
throw our selves into the fight to
create better opportunities for our
people.
WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

We appreciate your efforts and we
want to thank each and every one
who worked with us, but we must
go on. Just doing this once, in one
place will not suffice. This is the
question we are asking: Many busi-
ness places refuse to hire us, except
in the stercotyped, menial jobs. Why
should we continue to buy, continue
to spend our money-in a business
olace that refuses to hire us, except
to scrub floors?” We wish you would
ask yourselves the same question,

WHO WE ARE
The North East End

Pastors’ Alliance

rHRERE AL elialt LU Wit PIGOUIIL dAnd
what we must do to have and to hold
from this day.

Herein we must realize that the
words of the text; are the words of
the greatest and wisest leader of
Israel. He leads them into thg

“"--‘i:.."":{ # %NA?E

Rev. C. M. Curry,
Bethel A.M.E. Church
Presiden£
i Rev. Eugene H. Williams,
Salem Baptist, Secretary
A. W. Bishop,
St. Luke’s C.M.E.,
Treasurer

‘Rev.

 Rev. G. W. Brown,
Free Will Baptist
. Rev. Robert Whitehead ,
' Pilgrim Baptist
Rev. J. E. Graves, ]
Mt. 01}\;9 Baptist
v. R. F. Sherriff,
i Church Of God

Rev. Dudley Sankey

Congressmen and how his iron will

may eventually help him to reacn 2, 1900) at Burnham City Hospita

his coveted goal,

SMITH WINNER
OF ELK PRIZE
FOR ORATORY

William Smith was the winner
in the oratorical contest spons-
ored by Elks Lodge 619 and Vic
tory Temple 530, Improved Elks
of the World, and conducted Sun-
day afternoon at the Salem Bap-
tist Church.

and winning the contest entitles
him to enter the state contest in
Joliet in June,

Second and third place winners
‘were Robert C. Butler and Anne
|Williams, respectively, who each
received 35. Judges were: County
Judge Frederick S. Green, C.
Pelekoudas, Ul graduate student,
and Webster Smalley, UI instruc-
tor in speech.

Lowe Infant

Graveside rites for Robert
Lowe, infant son of Mrs. Maxine

Smith received $25 as top prize'

Lowe, 607 N. Fourth, were con-

at 2 p.m. Tuesday at S
Luke CME Church.
Dr. A. W. Bishop

and burial jn ineqin

Haney Funeral Home.

Mr. Roberts was born May 2
1881 in Fulton County, Ky.

His wife Mrs. Berdie Roberl
preceded him in death.

He is survived by a son, Georg
R., 202 E. Washington; a daugl
ter, Mrs. Benjamin Stovall Jr
the former Pearlie Mae Robert:
1111 N. Sixth; six sisters, Mr:
Annie McMurry, Fulton, Ky
Mrs. Bera Pierce, Mrs. Lui
Thomas and Mrs. Manon Davi:
St. Louis, Mo.; Mrs. Rosie Tharj
Chicago; amd Mrs. Beaulah Huw
gate, Louigville, Ky; five brotl
ers, J. E. Roberts, Indianapoll
Ind.; L. R. Roberts, Chicago; ]
J. Roberts and- Tharp Robert
both of.St. Louis, Mo.; and Am
Roberts, Indianapolis.

ducted at 9 a.m. Tuesday in Lii
coln Cemetery, Urbana. TI
Campbell Funeral Home was |
charge.

officiat
R
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SALEM BAPTIST CH_URCH
5th at Park -:- Champaign, Il

Sunday School—9:30 a.m.

CHAIRMAN OFFICIAL BOARD
DAYID SAYLES

Morning

Testemony  -:-
The Salem Church is interested in:
Being a self-supporting church.
The policies of our city govern
ment.

Every Negro a registered voter.
Better jobs and better living con-
ditions for Negroes.
Strengthening the saved and
saving the lnst.

Worship—11:00 a.m,
Preaching by: The Pastor

B.T.U.—6:00'p.m.

—Director: Morris Clark

Evening Worship—7:30 p.m.

Preaching by the Pastor

Mid-Week Service—Wednesday

8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m,

Singin .. Praying
o Sermonette

Come Go With Us
And We Will Do You Good
|

CLERK -
a1 , Minister ITE
Eugene H. Williams CHAIRMAN TRUSTEE BOARD
. JASPER LEWIS
—Supt., James 0. Wilson TREASURER

THEQTTO BOWLES
BLDG. FUND TREASURER
ROSCOE TINSLEY
FINANCIAL SECRETARY
CLARENCE TAYLOR

AUDITOR

GARL* 'Y BODDIE |
SUPT. CH SCHODL
JAMES . WILSON
ORGANIST

ANN McLEAN

PIANIST

ESTHER TURLEY

CHURCH SCHOOL PMANISTY
JOAN PEACOCK

BETTY LEWIS

BULLETIN CLERK
CONSTANCE PEACOCK
SEXTON

ALBERT McKINLEY







THE RELIGIOUS PAGE

by
‘T'he North End Pastors’ Alliance

President:
Secretary :
Treasurer

Rev. C. M. Curry, Bethel AM.E.
Rev. Eugene H. Williams, Salem Baptist Church
Rev. A. W, Bishop, St. Luke’s C.M.E.

Rev. G. W. Brown, Free Fill Baptist
Rev. Robert Whitehead, Pilgrim Baptist
Rev. J, E. Graves, Mt. Olive Baptist
Rev. R. F. Sherriff, Church Of God.
Rev. Dudley Sankev

THE MINISTERS AND THE
NEGRO BUSINESS MAN

Your pastors are concerned about
many things in this fight for freedom.
Among our concerns.is the plight of
the Negro business man. We are
planning to try to arrange a meeting,
wherein our men in business will
meet with the ministers.

We feel that we have mutual
interests, and common problems, and
if we are ableto arrange a conference,
we may explore qur aims, correlate
our methods and work fogether to
help each other and our total com-
munity.

We, as ministers, have seen publi-
cations and records in other cities
wherein pastors and businessmen
have been able to work together on
certain civic problems. This helps to
build a better working force in our
efforts to gain full freedom. Also
it may be very helpful to unite our
people in some common force.

We are hoping for a good response
to this idea, and we assure our
businessmen that we have no desire ta
try to tell them how to run their
business or to dictate or criticize any
of their policics.

As a postscripl, we might add thaj
we have the utmost admiration fos
our men in business. Most of them
are a group of courageous men and
women who are trying to make a
decent living and are sterling citizens.
We are also aware of the great

newsworthy items are complimentary,
others are not, but the fact remains
that our people in some way should
know the facts. We need a news-
Ppaper in our efforts to unite oue
group in our struggle for freedom,
THE ILLINOIS TIMES can be
that voice, that printed page,
that newspaper we need so desper-
ately. The success of such an effort
depends upon the populace. We
should make it what we want it to be
and support it with paid subscription.
The Pastors’ Alliance, in full ac-
cord, and with the cooperation of the
editor, are planning a campaign in
all our cooperating churches, to get
each ‘of our families to pay for »
subscription to the ILLINOIS TIMES,
We hope to increase the local
zirculation to the extent that it will
cover our group. This program is
also related to our effort to unitg
our people in a common effort. By
sur publication of pertinent facts,
plans and programs, we hope to
better unite our group, for somehow,
we must have unity in our efforts,
Many of our friends have expressed
their admiration for such a mbve as
this and they also are ready to help
contribute worthwhile articles for
publication and help to increase the
circulation, that many of our friends
may know of our problems, our
struggles and our achievements.
THE MINISTERS' NOTE

T e T IEs ST IRIO

the story and call of
THE SERMON

PROVERBS 29:18

Where there is no vision the people *“how 1o reach the objective,

perish: but he that kecpeth the law,
happy is he.

‘The word vision in -this scripture : person  with
- God doesn't give the vision to the

the people revealed to the person, group; only to the leader of the group.

implies to have the future need of

responsible  for the welfare of the
group.

The question here is, "Can a person
make the progress without the revela-
ion of the need of the group to some
me person of the group that he

night direct the energies of the people

n a particular direction?”

In this text the writer is saying tq
45 “there must be someone to see
or have knowledge of the future, and
channel the conduct of the group in,
that direction.”

Therefore the activator and
group musl be concerned in surviving
beyond the past and present to be-
come active in the contents of the
vision,

The question here is have we re-
ceived less that our share of the
present because of the need of vision
then if we have run with fooimen
in the land of peace, and they weary
us; How then can we keep step with
horsemen? If we can keep step with
them! What about the swelling of the
Jordan or the swelling tide feeling
‘against us?

If we do not follow the vision, shall

we perish in the land of plenty for .

the need of the ability to become
united in our effort to ask for our
share of the present and future of
what is in the land of plenty?

To perish in one sense means to
have no value or worth in the scheme
of things. Do you believe that the
Negro in this community has no value
in buying power nor in the total
economy of the world and in this
community? If so where is your
vision to see and to foHow those with

ilakhas EBiaoao P T

the

greater area of peace and prosperity
(40 years) because of the vision; and
today we do not receive our share

. because we do not follow the vision

nor those with insight of what a‘nd

The thought is do you want to
perish or follow the vision and the
the vision? Because

Therefore no person can progress
without following the leader.
Then we must realize the vision

. of no value to us if we can not and

do not follow the leader into the
conlents of it.

In this can we say that God made
an error to give the vision to some
person because we are not willing
to pay the price of the progressive
vision?

The question here is, “what will
you do?” The leadership is here
with the vision from God, and the
need to follow the good is within our
reach but, “will we fail to achieve it
because of apathy?" Let us arise and
follow the vision by following the
leader, *

Rev. C. M. Curry
Pastor of Bethel
A.M.E. Church

o ——

HMOW BRAVE NEGRO LAD,
15, “BUCKS” CONGRESS

A noteworthy exception o people
who believe that “you can't fight city
hall” is James A. Johnson, a |5-year-
old Negro boy from Chicago, who
has taken it upon himself to “buck"
the entire U.S. Congress. In its May
issue, EBONY Magazine tells the
heart-rending story of this courageous,
clean-cut tecn-ager and his quiet
struggle in Washington, D.C., for an
appointment as Capitol Page, which
race-conscious  southern lcgislutorsr
are opposing. Entitled “Loncliest
Boy On Capitol Hill,” the article
shows how Jimmy's quiet determinu-
tion, displayed while working hard as
+ Capitol messenger, is beginning 1o






PARSOBEAGE REBUILD

Church meeting was held August 19, 1910, Voted that the
Trustees secure a 1loan for improvement of parsonage, painting
interior and exterior of the Church; moving parsonage back,
adding two new rooms, remodeling interior and making the building
modern. Voted to secure a loan of $2500. A loan was made by
Margaret Coffey, Filed August 19, 1610, Trustees: B. J.
Voodruff, Clay Brown, R. I. Green, F. J. Jordan, Voodward Thomas,
Cecil Nicholson. Rev. R. H. Hackley, Pastor.'= The parsonage
was rebuild, and the Church painted ipnside and out. These

improvements added much to the value and appearance of the Church

property.

'Z See Abstract of Title

MORTGAGE OF 1024

Church meeting held August 6, 1924. Voted to borrow $1400.
F. K. Louis, secretary, Rev. Edward King, pastor. Trustees:
George Pope, Frank D. Gray, Robert I. Green, B. J. Voodruff,
Allen Green. Loan secured from Margaret Coffey. Minutes did not

state the purpose of the loan.'®

'= Bee Abstract of Title
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PREFACE ‘

At a Church Conference and Get-together held at Bethel
A. M. E. Church, July 14, 1938, there arose a discussion on the
early history of the Church. In consequence Reverend Thomas H.
Stoner, the pastor, appointed a Committee on Church History for
the purpose of making research and securing facts concerning the
early history of the Church. The personnel of the committee were
set forth and the work distributed to the members. The Committee
consulted files of the o0ld newspaper and histories of Champaign
County as found in the Library of the University of Illinois &
State Historical Library; examined such o0ld records as could be
found; conversed with o0ld c¢itizens who had resided 1n this
community sixty years or more. Early church records before 1880
were not found, if kept, nor was the Committee able to secure
Conference Minutes of the early years. As Bethel Church is older
than the Illinols Conference their unavailability is explainable.
The members of the Committee, with one exception, were natives of
this community, and all of its members have resided here for a
number of years. They were able to draw upon their own memories,
and relate the traditions that bave come down to them from their
parents. The Committee met, checked the facts, interpreted and
evaluated all data obtained, and reached conclusions and
agreements, which they have embodied into their outlined History
of Bethel A. M. E. Church. In presenting it no attempt has been
made to give an exhaustive detailed literary history, but only a
summarized outline of the salient and outstanding facts, events
and conditions which constitute a history of Bethel A. M. E.
Church.

Champaign, Illinois

September 14, 1938







The Salem Baptist Church, A monument to the workers of the colored
Baptists of Champaign. Every colored man should vote against the saloon
for if they return a drunken mob may destroy your homes and compel you
to flee for your lives as they have done in Springfield, Cairo and East 8St.
Louis. Saloons are the greatest enemy of the colored race.

J. M. Rivers, pastor of Salem Baptist church.

A. T. Jackson, Pastor of Bethel A. M. E. Chl-ll,‘cEJ







Yow owe ivwited

to-owr

Annuald Sowav Alenw Luncheonw

Satwrday, Febvuary 22, 2003
at
12:00 Noow.

Our guest speaker is Sister Pamelaw
Willis from Waukegan, IL.

"What awe the Priovitiey invYour
Life 7" Matthew 6:33.

We awe looking forward to- av spirit
and fuw ftlled afternoon. Hope to-
see yow there.

Contact Mawy Haywood-Bensonw at
359-6402 for tickety ov pay at the
door.

Mawy Haywood-Benson,President

Rev. Gregovy Wilson, Seniov Pastor






Sarah Allen Luncheon
Sponsored by

_ Luana Riley Women's

2 Missionary Society |

Bethel A.M.E. Church

401 E. Park St.
Champaign, IL 61820

Date--Saturday, February 22,2003

Time--Noon til 3P.M. Donations--$5.00







Since the dedication of the New Church, Bethel has had the
good fortune to have five leaders including Rev. H. H. Walker;
others were Rev. C. M. Curry, Rev. Blaine Ramsey Jr., Rev. W. R.
Stewart, and Rev. Wiliiam. N. Guy.

In 1969 under thé leadership of Rev. W. R. Stewart, a church
conference voted for the trustee board to buy the property adjacent
to the church at 405 East Park Street. This was done and immediate
plans got underway for improving the property. The church suffered
a loss by fire to the property at 405 in the summer of 1970.
Because of extensive damage, the improvement program was given top
priority by the church. Under the leadership of Eugene Suggs,
George Evans, and Rev. Walker, the property was remodeled. Many
other improvements have since been made to the church and parson-
age. One of the improvements was the addition of an electric
organ. In 1971 the Young Adult Choir, consisting of 25 voices
under the direction of Ms. Shirley Hursey, purchased an electric
organ from the proceeds of "My Faith," a long playing record of
Gospel music which was made by the group and sold to raise money
for the organ.

On February 8, 1976, under the leadership of Rev. C. E. Carr,
Bethel had its Mortgage Liquidation Service with Bishop Howard
Thomas Primm officiating. Rev. C. E. Carr also appointed a
planning committee to draw plans for a new parsonage to be
constructed at 405 East Park Avenue. Under the leadership of Rev.
Alexander C. Wright, Jr., construction of the parsonage began in
August of 1977 and was completed and furnished on December 23,

1977. Rev. Wright and his family took occupancy on December 23,

Bethel History - Draft 5 Page 9







THE CHURCH REFURNISHED AND IMPROVED

Meeting of the church members on October 22, 1885 to elect
Trustees. Elected: L. H. Valden, John Moss, V¥illiam Lee, G. C.
Lee, Clayborn Brown, Robert English, Albert R. Lee. Rev, P. M.
Lewis, Pastor. "Meeting of the members held on Hovember 6, 18895.
It was voted to borrow the sum of $1600 from the Citizen's
Building Association of Urbana for the purpose of finishing up
the Church inside, seat and carpet it. The Church was carpeted,
the present pews were installed. The present pulpit and altar
rail were put 1it, a new furnace and one hundred folding chairs
for the Lecture room. Several large and successful rallies were
held under tﬁé leadership aof the Pastor, Rev. P. M. Lewis, who
succeeded 1n getting +the cooperation of some of the white

churches. "<

> From the Church Abstract.






The following excerpts from the local press of an early

period will be of interest:

“NEV CHURCHES The people of Champaign will soon be well provided
for with good houses of worship. Besides the new and elegant
structures now being builld for the Congregationalists, there are
two other churches going up — one for the Christian denomination,
on Main Street, east of the Park, and one for the use of the
German Lutheran, east of the Doane House. The Colored population
are negotiating for a house to be used by them as a place of
worship. The people of Champaign now have seven churches and
saloons ‘'without number®. Though we believe God's people are
gaining prestige and Champaign will soon have as many churches as
there are saloons."=

= Central Illinoils Gazette, Dec. 1, 1865.

"COLORED BAPTIST AND METHODIST CHURCHES - The Colored people of
Champaign and Urbana are at present evincing a great interest in
the cause of religion. Quite a number have been admitted in the
Baptist and Methodist Churches during the past month. On Sunday
last, and the Sabbath previous, several were baptized in the
creek at Urbana. Ve learn that both denominations intend to
building churches this season."<

“ Gazette and Union, May 4, 1866.






The history of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church may
not be one of ©brilliant achievement viewed from material
standards, but when all factors are taken into consideration its
lustre remains undimmed. Founded in an early period of the Civil
¥ar, ipn a piloneer community built upon virgin prairie lands in a
young commonwealth; organized by a handful of Freedmen - Just
released from the chains of slavery, and a few other Negroes;
with only a few of their group to draw upon; with an economic
handicap inherent in a situation of a settlement of impecunious
emigrants, with little work - at small wages, and their own
personal struggle for existence and to eke out a competence for
the proverbial “rainy day"; with a 1little financial assistance
from their white neighbors, who tooc were struggling to erect
churches, schqols, and a College, and create business; with
little or nD‘ educational background upon which to draw, 1its
founders with almost prophetic vision, laid a most ennduring
foundation for a building that was to be a sacred heritage to
posterity in succeeding generations, serving them with ever
increasing usefulness and effectiveness; and erected an enduring
monument to typify their struggles, aspirations and achievements.
To their vision, consecration, and dedication of self to a great
cause; and to their singleness of purpose and practical sense
that prompted them to translate their dreams into objective
reality; we are today, their beneficiaries, deeply indebted for

this priceless legacy.






*The members of the African M. E. Church held a little festival
in their bhomes of worship on the 37<. 1inst., and cleared $35.

They have an indebtedness resting upon their building of about

$200.°

= Bethel Church Abstract of Title.

In 1887 at a Qeeting held October 29, presided over by the Pastor
Rev. Richard Holley, with Thomas Villiams as Secretary, on motion
of Columbus Green, 1t was voted that “"we the members of A. M. E.
Church authori;e the Trustees to buy lot 53 of Mr. and M¥rs. John
Kreiger at $350." Carried. Trustees: Gordon C. Taylor, John

Moss, Henry Johnson. Sect. 7, Town. 19, range 9 E, now a part of

Champaign City.





