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HISTORY OF BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


The history of a person, an tusti tutton or a state 1s a 


record of the outward deeds , with a background often unexpressed, 


of bis longings, aspirations, and struggles; of his failures and 


triumphs , his defeats or approximation of s uccess ; which reveal 


character, and enable posterity to view retrospectively and 


objective ly the record; and evaluate his worth 1n terms of 


religious and spiritual values, and at the same time consider the 


contribution he has ma.de to hi s time and generation . 


with a Church 
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' History of Bethel A.M. E.- Continued 


leadership of Rev. Geowge W. Jones the following trustees were elected: 
Archie Penny, Albert R. Lee. P.J. Carey, B.J. Woodruff, and George Pope. The 
Church decided to make extensive repairs so a loan of $1500.00 was aquired. 
In 1915 a new pipe organ was installed. 
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in 1922. The choir bore the expense of enlarging the 
choir loft and the installation of the organ. In 1916 
during the pastorate of Rev. E. G. Jackson, the choir 
purchased its vestment robes .and caps at an outlay of 
approximately eighty dollars. It has continued as a 
vested choir from that date to the present. 


The choir has featured Christmas and Easter Canta­
tas; indoor and outdoor picnics and other socials; 
participated in Songfests; sang in other churches - both 
white and Black; maintained records; kept the organ and 
piano in repair; purchased its own mus ic, robes and 
equipment. 


The history of the Bethel Choir is not complete 
without the mention of Mr. Cecil Pope, Director of the 


, Choir over sixteen years - carrying on where Mr. Scott 
left off. He made distinct contribution to the musical 
life of the church. 


The dramatic chorus was organized and directed by 
Mrs. Clara Allen in 1933. It put on many high grade and 
worthwhile musicals, cantatas and plays; sung in other 
churches, both Black and white. The Gospel Chorus was 
organized by Mrs. Sadie Shaw, assisted by Mrs. Mary 


. Blackburn Jones. It has sung in other churches and 
participated in Songfests. The Sunday School Choir - the 
children and teenage youths - began in 1938. 


BETHEL REBUILDS 


The new Bethel was fast becoming old and in need of extensive 


repair. In 1948, the Helping Hand Club served meals in a basement 


for a Sunday School and Church Conference and they raised $190. 


Rev. Elsie Taborn, who was pastor at that time, asked them how they 


would like the money used and they indicated it should be used as 


a starter for a building fund for a new church. Rev. Taborn added 


$100 and Mrs. Nellie Bradley added another $100. This was the 


beginning of a drive to raise $95,000. The members of the Helping 


Hand Club were Carrie Nelson, Emma Hines, Bessie Evans, Mable Rice, 


Bes~ie Wesley, Mary Woods and Belle Woodruff. The church trustees 
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In a writeup of Champaign Churches, it gave nine Churches: 


Presbyterian, Methodist Episcopal, Congregationalist, 


CatholiC, Baptist, and two Colored Churches. s 


S Champaign County Gazette, August 25, 1869. 


Roman 


"The African M. E. Church held a festival in Bailey's Hall, 


Friday evening. The proceeds to go to paying off an indebtedness 


of the church." Eo 


6 Champaign County Gazette, Dec. 22, 1869. 


"The festival held by the colored people on the evening of the 


24 ....... · ult" for the benefit of the A. K. E. Church was quite 


successful and netted a nice little sum."? 


? Champaign County Gazette, Jan. 5, 1870. 


List of Deeds recorded "Sarah and Jas. Dean to Trustees o:f the 


Second Baptist Church, Dec. 4, 1970. Lot 46, Su o Lot 1, S . W. 7, 


19, 9 ... e 


e Champaign Gazette, Jan. 5, 1870. 
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JffiV CHURCH 


The Abstract tells of a Church Xeeting held June 6, 1892. 


Trustees e~ected, Robert English, L. H. VaIden, Clay Brown. 


Additional trustees John )(o5S, G. C. Lee. Church neeting held 


"q;.. 
October 5, Q:982) to incorporate the Church and take action on 


bui Idi ng a new church. The corporate nane of the Church was to 


be "The African Xethodist Episcopal Church of Champaign, 


Illinois. " The following Trustees were elected: Villiam Lee, L . 


H. VaIden, Clay Brown, John )(oss, General C. Lee. It was voted 


to authorize the Trustees to mortgage Lot 53, ·upon which the new 


church is being erected, to secure payment on loan of £2000, made 


August 23, 1892, and ratifying the action of the Trustees in 


applying for loan" to the Citizen's Building Association of 


Urbana, Illinois. Rev. Harry Lackey, Pastor, presided. 
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rite £II01la Kile!! S(1Ciet!! (If llctltcl.M.8. f ltllrclt 


PresCII/s a 


VesterVcar - t;ardell rca Part!! 


SlIIIda!!.Allflllst 19, 2001 at 3,00 p.HI . 


.AI 


1208 Wesl fltllrclt Sireet, UrbOlla, Jllill(lis 


:Dulla/i(lIlS $5.00 


We arc CIIC(llltnflillfl CIIef!j(llle 1(1 C(llIIe (III (lIIIOIld wcar !!(llIr bullllels, 
lca dresses alld brillfl !!(llIr paras(lls. We will italic lca, f(l(l(/, OIld a Itifllt tiHle 


ill lite £ord! 


J f !!(llIltalle all!! qllesli(lIlS, plcase fed free /(1 C(llt/act 


1Jebrnc £o1ll1lK- (21 7) 398·8354, 


.Maril!!11 Slarks - (217) 356·5078, 


(lr .Mar!! }fa!!w(l{l(/·!JcIlS(l1l (217) 359·6402 








Lincoln.Douglas·Allen 
Founder's Banquet '\-
Held by Bethel Afn'can Methodist Episcopal Church 


Friday, February 3, 6:30 p.m. 
at the Chancellor Hotel. 


The speaker will be Keith O. Nelson, Assistant Warden in 
charge of Education and Programs at .the Dixon Correctional 
Center. Mr. Nelson holds a bachelor's and 
master's degree, and is working on his 
doctorate. 


Nelson will discuss the possible 
articulation between the black 
churches and the law enforcement 
institutions attempting to curb violence 
in our cities. 


The public is Invited. 


Donation for tickets is 520. 


Pastor: Rev. John Nettles Jr. 
ChaillTlan: Mr. David Phillips 


This ad was donated by 
P~all"""esaioos Media Group. t 
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MEMBERSHIP 


The growth of the membership of the church was gradual but 


steady. Figures for the membership from the beginning are 


unavailable ~ut it mu~t have been very small as the number of 


Blacks in the " community was small. In 1888 the membership was 


sixty-two. In 1938 it was approximately 270. 


BETHEL CHOIRS - EARLY DEVELOPMENT 


" Bethel has always been blessed musically. At various times 


the Sunday School boasted of excellent orchestras, and the church 


never had to leave the membership to find a pianist or organist. 


Bethel has had a choir since 1893. In 1917, the first choir robes 


, were purchased for $4.00 each. In 1922, the choir was we 11 


organized with a complete set of officers and various committees, 


all working together to make Bethel A. M. E. Choir the finest in 


the community and the district. 


Bethel has been fortunate in the quality of its choirs. 
Even in the early days in the old church, there were good 
voices and what they lacked in musical technique they 
more than made up in the quality of their voices. These 
choirs carried on into the new church. In 1894 a group 
of young people voluntarily organized a choir. This 
group was reorganized by Mrs. P. M. Lewis in 1895 and 
became the first "note reading" choir in the Church 
history. All of its members could not read notes but all 
were taught to sing by note. Rev. P. M. Lewis used the 
choir to sing at white churches and at the public opera 
house to raise money for the church indebtedness. 


In 1896 and 1897 the choir at its own expense 
employed a teacher of vocal music from the University of 
Illinois to instruct and train it how to sing. 


The choir was reorganized in 1908 or 1909 with 
Ernest Harlan Scott as its director and Albert R. Lee its 
president. The choir continued under this management 
except during 1919-1920, until the passing of Mr. Scott 
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MINISTERS OF BETHEL A. M. E . CHURCH 


Rev. Knight 


J. W. Jackson 1874 


Richard Holley 1877 


Rev. Derrick 


Wm . . J. ?Daoes (1864) 


Chas. Holmes 1880-81 


Henry Depugh 1872-1883 


A. A. Burleigh 


E. Prior Moore 1887 


Rhinehart 1888 


Campbell 1888 


Henry Lackey 1892 


Peyton M. Lewis 1894 


Jesse S. Woods 


F. T. Harvey 1896 


Peter Cooper 1897 


Benjamin Arnett 1899 


George Chreslburgh 1900 


Levi P . Christy 1902 


J . H. W. Jackson 1904 


Andrew Jackson 1905 


George W. Jones 1911 


Henry Simons 


Henry Jameson 1914 


E. G. Jackson 1916 
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H. H. Hackley 1918 


J. A. sherman 1920 


George W. Jones 1924 (2nd time) 


John H. Smith 1929 


Charles Brooks 1930 


C. O. Mitchell 1932 


Isaac S . stone 1933 


George T . Shaw 1934 


M. C. Wright 1936 


J. W. Wedley 1942-1944 


T. S. Henderson 


John W. Wright -1948 


Elsie Taborn 1948-1953 


Andrew R. Parks 1953-1957 


C. M. Curry 1957-1961 


Blaine Ramsey 1961-1967 


W. R . stewart 1967-1970 


William N. Guy 1967-1970 


H. Henry Walker 1971-1974 


C. F. Carr 1974-1978 


A. C. Wright 1977-1983 


John Owens 1983-1984 


Alfred Johnson 1984-1988 


H. H. Walker 1988-1990 


Steven A. Jackson 1990-
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IIIHkml!: 10 our church life. 
TIlE MINISTERS AND TilE 
I'ROBLEMS OF YO l JT II 


We arc Ihinkiul!: in' tenns of the 
cold, h~rd laclS. Some of these 
facts 1II0l1Y of us dislike. but they 
lemain facts. As p<lstors, we havo 
re~d in our newspapers so often thai 
om: or 50me of our young people 
have gOllen into lea.al difflcully . 


It is our purpose in the uear 
future,' to present ourselves to the 
court as a "friend of tl)e Court", or 
as II "Big Brother", in an effort 10 


convince the youth in trouble th ~ t 
he or she has a friend. We arc COI1-
vinced th~t in many in~tances many 
of our youth !:ace Iheir kgal llifficul. 
tics all a lone <lllll 1V0uld WCJcOIfl('l 
Ihe COLInsel anti ilSsis(:lIlce of SOllle­
Ol)e who would show an interest in 
them. We feel ',h is is :1 llifinile past 
of our work, for if in Ihi$ project we 
Ciln rescue one young person and 
save him or her from :1 life of crime 
we have our rcw&rd. ' 


In ol her ' groups, Ihere arc acli ve 
org3niz al i on~ whose sole purpose is 
confined 10 Ihis issue. Some of Ihel1\ 
have ceased 10 fun ction, because 
they coulll not get enou,h inler~ted 
adults 10 sive Ihe lime and • (fon 
nec~ry to make this proCraln 
effective. Others involved in such 
a program have a record of ,ood 
success and cOlllinuity. We propose, 
even in our a lre-Idy crowded sche­
dules. to keep this program alive, 
because of ils Iremendous importance 
our yoonl .people lire a grcal plirt of 
.0Uf hope for tomorrow and we lIIust 
help each one of Ihem 10 realize this 
_nd 10 take advantage of the oPpor­
tunities of Ihe day. 
TilE MINISn :RS SI'EAK 
ABm.JT nn: ILLINOIS TIMES 


We feel th~t wc o..:ed a new~paper. 
A!I of us know Ihat our newspaper 
and m.g:l line~ give us an opporlunity 
!o know and publicize many th ing:, 
thlll otherwise we would oot know. 


In mlloy cilies of siuble Nesro 
population, we hive our own news­
paper. ' -We fed our community i, 
luge enouSh ·to SUpport such, news. 
paper for us. 


We have in formalion from ml ny 
soorc!!s from time 10 lime Ihal our 
!'C""II' . houlol I;no" "''''me " r 'h ~ ~~ 


11I~ N orm c nu rll~IU.. WIIUle- ...... " VUI ~" U'I: 01 me prescnt ana 
III:artedly endone tbe idea of 1111 of what we must do 10 have and 10 hold 
our people aUending the City Council from Ihis day. 
meetings. These meetings Ire open Herein we must rea liu thai tho 
to the public and many Ihings wbic!) worlb of Ihe text; arc the words o( 
arc beln, dis,cussed pow concern you the srcatC;5t and wisest leader o( 
directly. Urban renewal is in the Israel. He leads them into ' IhQ 


lalking and preliminary plllnning sll le _.--- ~ If ~ 
now. We should and must attend to ~~ ~ R~ ~ 
get aCClirale information. .~ "'l ~ ~ 
THE DIRECTED BUYING P~W~ Rev. C. M, Curry, 


The Northeast ~nd Paston AlI~. Bethel A.M.E. Church 
ance of Champaign-Urbana have Presidenf 
been concerned a~ul the p r~l~m , Rev. Eugene H. Williams, 
of more and better Job opporlumll~ l Salem Baptist, Secretary 
for our people .. As a resule of IhIS , Rev. A. W. Bishop, 
c~ncer~. and With much prayer Indl St. Luke's C.M.E. , 
dISCUSSion, we encouraged our peoplo. Treasurer 
to lend us their buying power for In R V G W Brown 
cx""riment. We felt that our ..... opl. ' e. . . , 


.. - r- Free Will Baptist 
had great purchasing power Iha' I R R b Wh' l h I 
could be used to ou r advlntl ,'. il ; e\'. 0 ert I e eat , 


'Pilgrim Baptist 
we could concentrale i{ ill olle place 


. n " h , ...... Rev. J. E. Graves, 
at one time. liS IS W Y we IS - Mt. Olive Baptist 


COligressmcn ~nd how Ius iron will 
Inay evenrually he lp 
his covcted goal. 


hilll 10 


----
re;ILU a • .l.~) a t tlumham Ci1y Hospila 


al 2 p.m. TUesday at 5 
Luke CME Church. 


I SMITH WINNER 
. OF ELK PRIZE 
FOR ORATORY 
William Smith was the winner 


in Ihe oratorical contest spons­
ored by Elks Lodge 619 lind Vic­
tory Temple 530, Improved Elks 
of the World, and conducted Sun­
day afternoon at the Salem Bap­
tist Church. 


Smith receI ved S2S as top prize 
and winning the contest entitles 
him to enter Ihe state contest in 
.Joliel in June. 


Second and third place winners 
,lVer'e Robert C. Butler and Anne 
IWilliams, respecllvely. who ellch 
received $5. Judges were: Coonty 
J udge Freder ick S. Green, C. 
Pelekoudas, UI graduate student, 
and Webster Smalley, UI Instruc­
tor In speech. 


Dr. A. W. Biahap .official 
and burIa l in UnCQ[p. c...,.,,,,,, . 
Haney Funeral Home. 


Mr. Roberts was born May ~ 
1881 In Fulton County, Ky. 


His wife Mrs. Berdle Robert 
preceded him in death. 


He is survived by a 100, Gear, 
R., 202 E. Washington; a daugl 
ter, Mrs. Benjamin Stovall Jr 
Ihe former Pearlie Mae Robert: 


I
lIll N. Sixth; six sisten, Mr: 
Annie McMurry. Fulton, Ky 
Mrs. Bera Pierce. Mn. Lui 
Thomas and Mrs. Manon Davll 
St. LouIs, Mo. ; Mrs. Rosie Than 
Chicago; and Mrs. Beaulah Utli 
gate, Louiritil1e, Ky; ' five brot! 
en;, J . E. Roberts, Indlanapoll 
Ind.; L. R. Robert.. Olicago; I 
J . Roberts and ; Tharp Robert 
both O(·St. LouII, Mo.; and Am 
Roberts, IndianapoJls. 


you to do your grocery shopping II Ilev. F S 'ff 
h C R. • hern , ducted at 9 a.m. Ttiesday In Lh Kroger's in I e ounlry Fair Shop_ Church Of God T1 Lowe Infant 


Graveside rites for Robert coi n Cemelery. Urbana. 
pins Cenler on the weekend of April Rev. Dudley Sankey C,mp.-II F"".,., Home was I .. Lowe. inrant son of Mrs. Maxine """ 


81h, 1960. ---~~~~~~==""==~~~~;~~~~~~'~~~~~~c~~<~I~" ~'~'~'~=====j TU E REPORT e. . our 1. were con· 


We lire pleased to report al this 
date, April 2S, 1960. we hao,:e Sl le~ 


~ Ii ps from fou r (4) churches. Tbeso 
sales slips from Kroger's 10111 


$3.184.90. We have as yel four (4) 
other churches who havc not reported. 
We o{ the Pastors are pleased wilh 
Ihis effon and feel tbat we have a 
{oliowinS and we arc encouraSed to 
throw our selves into the fi,hl 10 


create beller opportunities for OUI 
people. 
WHERE 110 WE GO FROM JrERE1 


We appreciate your eHorlS and we 
want to thank each and every on~ 


who worked wilh us, but we must 
10 on. Just doin, this once, in ono 
place wi ll not suHice. This is the 
question we arc askins: Many busi­
ness places refuse to hire us, except 
in the stereolyped, menial jobs. Why 
should we continue to buy, continue 
to spend our money ' in a busineSJ 
')Iace .that refuses to hire us, cxcept 
to scrub floors?' We "'ish you would 
Isk yourselves Ihe same queslion. 


WHO WE'-ARE 
The North East End 


Pastors' Alliance 


SA LEM BAPTIST CHURCH 
5th at Park : Champaign, III. 
Eugene H. Williams, Minister 


Sundav School-9:30 a.m. 
. -Supt., James O. Wilson 


Morning Worship-II :00 a.m. 
Preaching by: The Pastor 


B.T.U.--6 :OO·p.m. 
-Director : Morris Clark 


Evenillg Worship-7:30 p.m. 
Preaching by the Pastor 


Mid-Week SeTvice--Wednesday 
8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 


Singing -.- Praying 
Testemony .;. Sennonette 


The Salem Church i~ interested in : 
1. Being a self·supporting church. 
2. The policies of our cit}' govern 


ment. 
3. Every l'iegro a registered voter. 
4. Better jobs and better living con­


ditions for Ne~roe~. 
5. Strengthening the saved and 


savin]! the I.,"t. 
Come Go With Us 


And We Will Do You Good 


(HAt ......... N OfflClA~ IOAU 
DAVID SMUS 
CtllK 
HElIN Hln 
(HAllMAN lIUSnl IOAID 
JA..S'f1 lEWIS 
lIEASUl1I 
THEonO lowns 
"'00. PUND TUASUIII 
10SCOI nHSln' 
fiNANCIAl SKlnAIY 
ClAUNCt TAllOI 
" UDITOI 
G"Il-' .,.. IODDIJ 
SUPf. at $OfOOl 
JAMb I WILSON 
ORGANIST 
ANN MeU"'N 
,. ... NIST 
nTHU NlllY 
CHUIICK SCHOOl "AH1sn 
JO ... N 'fA,COClC 
IEm lEWIS 
'UUETlN CIUK 
CONST ... NCE PE"'COCK 
SEXTON 
... IIUT M,KINLlY 








r . 
I 


~. 


,~- :: 


THE RELIGIOUS PAGE 
by 


The North End Pastors' Alliance 
President: Rev. C. M. Curry, Bethel A.M.E . 
Secretary: 
Treasurer 


Rev. Eugene' H. Williams. Salem Baptist Church 
Rev. A. W, Bishop. S1. Luke's C.M.E. 
Rev. G, W. Brown, Free Fill Baptist 
Rev. Robert Whitehead. Pilgrim Baptist 
Rev. J. E. Graves, Mt. Olive Baptist 
Hev. R. F. Sherriff, Church Of God. 
Rev. Dudley Sanke\' 


nlE MINISTERS AND mE" 
NEGRO BUSINESS MA.N 


Your pastors are concerned about· 
many things in this fight for freedom. 
Among OUt concerns· is the pliebl of 
the Nepo business mtn. We aro 
planning to try to arranae a meeting. 
wherein our men in busines.s ..... iIJ 
meet with the ministen. 


We feel that we have mutual 
interests, and COr:'lmon problems, and 
if we are able 10 arrange a conference, 
we: may uplore I\ur aims. correlate 
our mcthOOs and work Jogethcr to 
help each other and our tOial com· 
!nuhity. 


We, as ministers. h .... e seen publi· 
cations and reCords in OIher cities 
wherein . pas tors and businwmen 
have been able to work toge:ther on 
certain civic problems. This helps to 
build a beller working force. in out 
erforts to gai n full (reedom. Also 
it "lay be ... ery helpful to unite our 
people in some common force. 


We are hoping for a soud responso 
to this idea, and we assure our 
businessmen that we have no desire to 
try to lell them how to run their 
business or to dic tate or crit ici:tc any 
of their policies. 


..... s a postsc:ri pl . we misht add Ih.1 
'we have the utmost admiration fOJ 
our mcn in business. Must o f the:m 
Ire a sroup of eour.scous men and 
.... omen who are trying to mike a 
deccnt living amI an,: sterlin ll cili:uns. 
We are also aware o f the srea l 


newsworthy items arc complimentary, 
others are oot, but the fact remaiD3 
that our people in some way should 
know the facts. We need a news· 


;l1/1pcr in OUt efforts to unite our 
group in our struggle for freedom, 


THE ILLINOIS TJMES Clln be 
that ... oice, that printed paae. 
that newsPl:pcr we need so desper­
a tely. The success of such .n effort 
"Fpcnds upon the POPUllce, We 
sllould make it what we want it to be 
and support it with paid subscription. 


TIle P.stors· Alliance, in full ac­
cord, and with tbe cooperation of the 
editor, are planning a campaian in. 
all our cooperating churches, to get 
Cleh . of our families to pay (or a 
subscription to the ILLINOIS TIMES. 


We hope to incre.se the local 
: irculation to the utent that it will 
eover our group. This program is 
also reiated to our effo rt 10 uoitQ 
our people in a common dfort , By 
lur publication of pertinent facu. 
plans and progrlms, we hope '0 
better unite our group, for some:how, 
we must have unity in our efforts,. 


Many of our friends have upresse~ 
theic admiration for such a mUve II 
this and they also are ready to help 
contribute woctbwhile articles for 
publication and help to increase Iho 
circulation, that many of our friendl 
may know of our problems, our 
struulcs and our achievemenu. 
TilE MINISTERS' NOT!! 


the .rtor, and call qj 


THE SERMON 


greall!r area of peace and prosperit)' 
(40 years) because: of the vision; and 
today we do not receive ollr share 
because we do not follow the vision 


PROV[RI.IS U:18 nor thollC with in~i6ht of \,hat ~nd 
~hcrc there ,:; no vision the people: · how -10 -reach the objective. ' 


perISh: btU he [ha t kCl;peth the law, The thought is do you want to 


happy is he. perish or follow tbe vilion and tho 
" he word vision in ·Ihis scripture : person wilh the vision? Bccauso 


implies to have the future neet.! of : God doesn't live the vision to tho 
Ihe people rcv.;:alcd to the person ; group; only 10 the leader of the group. 
responsible for the welfare of tho Thcrcrorc no person ca ll progress 
group. without following the leader. 


The question here is, "Can a person Then we must realize the ... ision 
make the progress without the re ... ela • . of no ... alue to uS if we can not and 
ion of the need of the group to some do 110t follow the leader into tho 
me person or the group that ho contents of it. 
nis ht direct the e:nergies of the peopl" . In this ca n we: say that Goo mauo 
n II particular dir«:tion1" an errur to give the vision to ~omo 


In th is text the writer is saying t~ person because we are not willil1& 
JS " there must be ~omeone to ~eo to pay the price o f the progressivo 
}f ha ve knowledGe of the futun:, and vision1 
; hannd the: conduet of tht: group il\ The question here is, "What will 
that direct ion." • you do?" The leadenbip is hero 


Therefore the activator and the with the vision from God, and tho 
group must be coneerned in surviving 
beyond the pasl and presenl to be· 
come active in the contents of tho 
vision. 


The queslion here is have wc re· 
ceivcd less that uur ~hare of tho 
pre5ent because of the nced of ... ision 
then if we have run with fOOlmen 
in th e: land of peaee. and they weary 
us; Ilow then can we keep ste:p with 
horsc.neQ? J( we: can keep step with 
them l What about the swe:lling of tho 
Jordan or the swelling tid e: feeling 
·asainst us? 


If we do not follow the viSion, sh.n 
we perish in the land of . plenty for 
the need of the ability to become 
tlnited in our cffort to ask for our 
share o f the present and future oQ 
..... hal is in the land of plenty'! 


To pc: ri~h in one sense means to 
hllve no villue: or worth in the schema 
of tiliu¥S. Do you believe Ih"t [hll 
Nellro in this community has no ... alue 
in buyins power nor in the total 
economy of the .... orld and in this 
community? If $0 where is your 
vision to sec and 10 fo~ow those with 


need to follow the good is within OUt! 
reach but, "will we fail to achieve it 
because of apathy?" Let us arise aDd 
follow the vision by {oUowina tbo 
leader. ' , . 


Rev. C. M. Curry 
Pas tor of Bethel 
'A.M.E. ChUrch 


-.. - .-
.IOW BRAVE NEGRO LAO, 
15, "BUCKS" CONGRESS 


A no teworthy ClCccplion to peoplll 
who believc that "you can't fiSh\ ci ty 
hall" is James A. Johnson, a IS-year­
old Nesro boy from Chicaso, who 
has taken it upon himself to "buck" 
the entirc U.S. Congress, In its May 
issue, EBONY Magazinc tells the 
beart.rending ~Iory of th is coumgcous , 
clean·cut tecn·aget anu his quiet 
struggle in Washington, D.C., for un I 
appoilllmeni a~ C~pito l I'agc, which 
race·conscious southcrn legis l ator~'" 
are opposinS. Entitled "Lonc:lieM 
Doy On Capitol Hill," the article 
shows how Jimmy's quict detefllllnll. 
tion, displayed whilc work ina hard u 
, Capitol mcuenicr, b beglnllintl 10 
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PARSONAGE REBUILD 


Church meeting was held August 19, 1919. Voted that the 


Trustees secure a loan for improvement of parsonage, painting 


interior and exterior of the Church; moving parsonage back, 


adding two new rooms, remodeling interior and making the building 


modern. Voted to secure a loan of $2500. A loan was made by 


Xargaret Coffey, Filed August 19, 1919. Trustees: B. J. 


Woodruff, Clay Brown, R. I. Green, F. J. Jordan, Woodward Thomas, 


Cecil Nicholson. Rev. R. H. Hackley, Pastor. The parsonage 


was rebuild, and the Church painted inside and out. These 


improvements added much to the value and appearance of the Church 


property. 


See Abstract of Title 


MORTGAGE OF 1924 


Church meeting held August 6, 1924. Voted to borrow £1400. 


F. K. Louis, secretary, Rev. Edward King, pastor. Trustees: 


George Pope, Prank D. Gray, Robert I. Green, B. J. Woodruff, 


Allen Green. Loan secured from Xargsret Coffey. Kinutes did not 


state the purpose of the loan. 13 


1 3 See Abstract of Title 


- 14 -








PREFACE 


At a Church Conference and Get-together held at Bethel 


A. X. E. Church, July 14, 1938, there arose a discussion on the 


early history -of the Church. In consequence Reverend Thomas H. 


Stoner, the ·pastor, appointed a Committee on Church History for 


the purpose of making research and securing facts concerning the 


early history of the Church. The personnel of the committee were 


set forth and the work distributed to the members. The ComDittee 


consul ted files of the old newspaper and histories of Champaign 


County as found in the Library of the University of Illinois &­


State Historical Library; examined such old records as could be 


found; conversed with old citizens who had resided in this 


community sixty years or more. Early church records before 1880 


were not found, if kept, nor was the ComDittee able to secure 


Conference Xinutes of the early years. As Bethel Church is older 


than the Illinois Conference their unavailability is explainable. 


The members of the Committee, with one exception, were natives of 


this community, and all of its members have resided here for a 


number of years. They were able to draw upon their own memories, 


and relate the traditions that have come down to them from their 


parents. The Committee met, checked the facts, interpreted and 


evaluated all data obtained, and reached conclusions and 


agreements, which they have embodied into their outlined History 


of Bethel A. X. E. Church. In presenting it no attempt has been 


made to give an exhaustive detailed literary history, but only a 


summarized outline of the salient and outstanding facts, events 


and conditions which constitute a history of Bethel A. X. E. 


Church. 


Champaign, Illinois 


September 14, 1938 
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Tbe Salem Baptist Church, A monument to the ""orkers of the colored 
Baptllts of Champaign. E"ery colored man Ibould vote againlt tbe saloon 
for If they return a drunken mob mar destro), your homes and compel you 
to ftee for your lives as the)' have done in Springfield, Cairo and East st. 
Loull. Saloons are tbe greateat eoem), or the colored race, 


J . M. Rivers., pastor of Salem Baptist church. 
A. T. Jackson, Pastor of Bethel A. M. E. cburc;~ 








Sat-ur~, FWvuavy 22, 2003 


at-
12:00 Noow. 


Our ~ !!pe.ake.- W SW"ev p~ 
Wi.tl.WfirOWl/W~ Il!. 


fhe,the+n,e,fov t'hV,y~ W 
.'W~ OWIi/ the" py(,oyU:~.:w Yowr 


L~?" /vIet.tthew 6 :33. 
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~ yow tn.e"ye-. 


Contl::<.<:t" /vIowy H~wooW-B~ at-
359 -6lt02 fov cu;k.e.4 or p~ at- the" 
door. 








Sarah Allen Luncheon 


Sponsored by 


Luana Riley Women's 


Missionary Society 
Bethel A.M.E. Church 


401 E. Park St. 
Champaign, IL 61820 


Date--Saturday, February 22,2003 


Time--Noon liI3P.M. Donalions--$5.00 
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Since the dedication of the New Church, Bethel has had the 


good fortune to have five leaders including Rev. H. H. Walker; 


others were Rev. C. M. Curry, Rev. Blaine Ramsey Jr., Rev. W. R. 


Stewart, and Rev. William. N. Guy. 


In 1969 under the leadership of Rev. W. R. Stewart, a church 


conference voted for the trustee board to buy the property adjacent 


to the church at 405 East Park Street. This was done and immediate 


plans got underway for improving the property. The church suffered 


a loss by fire to the property at 405 in the summer of 1970. 


Because of extensive damage, the improvement program was given top 


priority by the church. Under the leadership of Eugene Suggs, 


George Evans, and Rev. Walker, the property was remodeled. Many 


other improvements have since been made to the church and parson­


age. One of the improvements was the addition of an electric 


organ. In 1971 the Young Adult Choir, consisting of 25 voices 


under the direction of Ms. Shirley Hursey, purchased an electric 


organ from the proceeds .of "My Faith," a long playing record of 


Gospel music which was made by the group and sold to raise money 


for the organ. 


On February 8, 1976, under the leadership of Rev. C. E. Carr, 


Bethel had its Mortgage Liquidation Service with Bishop Howard 


Thomas Primm officiating. 


planning committee to draw 


Rev. 


plans 


C. E. Carr also appointed a 


for a new parsonage to be 


Under the leadership of Rev. constructed at 405 East Park Avenue. 


Alexander C. Wright, Jr., construction of the parsonage began in 


August of 1977 and was completed and furnished on December 23, 


1977. Rev. Wright and his family took occupancy on December 23, 
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THE CHURCH REFURNISHED AND IXPROVED 


Xeeting of the church members on October 22, 1895 to elect 


Trustees. Elected: L. H. VaIden, John Koss, William Lee, G. C. 


Lee, Clayborn Brown, Robert English, Albert R. Lee. Rev. P. K. 


Lewis, Pastor. -Xeeting of the members held on November 6, 1895 . 


It was voted to borrow the sum of $1600 from the Citizen's 


Building Association of Urbana for the purpose of finishing up 


the Church inside, seat and carpet it. The Church was carpeted, 


the present pews were installed. The present pulpit and altar 


rail were put it, a new furnace and one hundred folding chairs 


for the Lecture roam. Several large and successful rallies were 


held under the leadership of the Pastor, Rev. P. X. Lewis, who 


s ucceeded in getting the cooperation of some of the white 


churches. "10 


'0 From the Church Abstract. 
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The following excerpts from the local press of an early 


period will be of interest: 


"Jill\!' CHURCHES The people of Champaign will soon be well provided 


for wi th good houses of worship. Besides the new and elegant 


structures now being build for the Congregationalists, there are 


two other churches going up - one for the Christian denomination, 


on Ji{ain Street, east of the Park, and one for the use of the 


German Lutheran, eas t of the Doane Hou se. The Colored population 


are negotiating for a house to be used by them as a place of 


worship. The people of Champaign now have seven churches and 


saloons 'wi thout number'. Though we believe God's people are 


gaining prestige and Champaign will s oon have a s many churches as 


there are saloons.· ~ 


"" Central Illinoi s Gazette, Dec. 1, 1865. 


"COLORED BAPTIST AND KETHODIST CHURClrnS - The Colored people of 


Champaign and Urbana are at present evincing a great interest in 


the cause of religion. Quite a number have been admitted in the 


Baptist and Kethodist Churches during the past uonth. On Sunday 


last, and the Sabbath previous, several were baptized in the 


creek at Urbana. We learn that both denOminations intend to 


building churches thi s season."· 


4 Gazette and Union, Kay 4, 1866. 


- 5-








The history of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church may 


not be one of brilliant achievement viewed from material 


standards, but when all factors are taken into consideration its 


lustre remains undimmed. Founded in an early period of the Civil 


Var, in a pioneer community built upon virgin prairie lands in a 


young commonweal th; organized by a handful of Freedmen just 


released from the chains of slavery, and a few other Jlegroes; 


wi th only a few of their group to draw upon; with an economi c 


handicap inherent in a situation of a settlement of impecunious 


emigrants, with little work at small wages, and their own 


personal struggle for existence and to eke out a competence for 


the proverbial Mrainy dayM; with a little financial assistance 


from their white neighbors, who too were struggling to erect 


churches, schools, and a College, and create business; with 


Ii ttle or no educational background upon which to draw, its 


founders with allJlOSt prophetic vision, laid a DOSt ennduring 


foundation for a building that was to be a sacred heritage to 


posterity in succeeding generations, serving them with ever 


increasing usefulness and effectiveness; and erected an enduring 


monument to typify their struggles, aspirations and achievements. 


To their vision, consecration, and dedication of self to a great 


cause; and to their singleness of purpose and practical sense 


that prompted them to translate their dreams into objective 


reality; we are today, their beneficiaries, deeply indebted for 


this priceless legacy. 
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"The members of the African X. E. Church held a little festival 


in the i r homes of worshi p on the 3 roo. i nst., and c I eared $35 . 


They have an indebtedness resting upon their building of about 


$200." 


.. Bethel Church Abstract of Title. 


In 1887 at a meeting held October 29, presided over by the Pastor 


Rev. Richard Holley, with Thomas Williams as Secretary, on motion 


of Columbus Green, it was voted that "we the members of A. X. E. 


Church authorize the Trustees to buy lot 53 of Xr. and Xrs. John 


Kreiger at $350." Carried. Trustees: Gordon C. Taylor, John 


Koss, Henry Johnson. Sect. 7, Town. 19, range 9 E, now a part of 


Champaign City. 
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