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..J uoyou forget where you parked and worry 
that it's early senility-or a more serious 
condition? You can have peace of mind: 

How To Keep Your I 
Memory Stron _ 
MARSHA LYNCH'S FEARS 

grew with every passing day. 
''I'm 58 years old," says the 
owner of a safari company in 

La Jolla, Calif. "I couldn't remember, 
when I came out of a building, whether 
to go left or right, or where I parked my 
car. I panicked. 1 was scared it was Alz
heimer's." Lynch's memory problems 
became so serious that she feared she 
might inadvertently cause harm to her 
clients-Americans who hire her to 

in them, the kids poke things into the 
grill, people drop them. Eventually, the 
circuitry starts to deteriorate. That's what 
goes ' on in the brain." But the normal 
brain has this marvelous ability called 
"compensatory regeneration": Cells in 
the neighborhood of injured cells send 
out new growth to take up the slack. 

Most memory problems fall into a few 
common categories. Dr. Deborah Burke 
of California's Pomona College studies 
what psychologists call "tip of the tongue 

arrange their trav- Everyone's bra.-n experiences," or 
el in Tanzania. "1 Tars. These occur 

was dealing with experiences normal when you attempt 
people's lives," to summon a word 
she says. "I was wear and tear, or name you know 
worried." but just can't pro-

As Lynch dis- just as the rest duce it. "The nor-

covered, such dis- of the body does_ mal word~finding 
orientation can be problem will be 

emotionally dev- -------------- the name of a per
astating. "One of the symptoms we son you don't know very well or haven't 
often see in patients with memory seen for a while, or a rare word," says Dr. 
problems is depression," says Dr. Gay- Burke. She stresses that such problems are 
atri Devi, a New York memory spe- transitory and no cause for concern; the 
cialist. Although people often joke word you're searching for will probably 
about so-called "senior moments," surface within a half hour, sometimes -
experts say they may secretly fear that after you've heard or seen another word 
something more sinister is happening. with the same sound or similar letters. 

In fact, everyone has minor memory Burke's solution when she has trou-
lapses-and they do increase with age. ble putting names to the faces of peo
The reason is simple: The brain experi- pIe she sees only infrequently: "I say 
ences normal wear and tear, just as the to myself--out loud-the names of the 
rest ofthe body does. "Imagine you had people 1'm likely to see at a party 
an old set of stereo speakers," says Dr. before I go. That makes it more likely 
Rudolph Tanzi, a geneticist at .Massa- that I'll remember them." 
chusetts General Hospital. "Dust gets continued 
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If'MIEMIORV STRONG / continued 

ON'T FORGET TO ... 
y 

• PLAY MIND GAMES. Puz
zles and games are a 
useful way to keep the 
mind agile and the mem
ory strong. Do cross
words, anagrams and 
word games. Taking 
courses in unfamiliar 
subjects can help too. 

• REPEAT. REPEAT. If you 
have consistent trouble 
remembering a word, name or concept, the 
solution is to say it aloud to yourself often. 

Exercise your 
brain with 
crossword 
puzzles. 

• WRITE IT DOWN. Don't rely too much on 
your memory alone. Make lists, use Post-it 
Notes, leave voice-mail messages for your
self, establish as many routines as possible. 

the 
the 

Ilhat 
mal 

~----------------------------------------------------~lled 
Another experience everybody has 

is forgetting the whereabouts of ob
jects, such as car keys or glasses. ''This 
seems to be a different mechanism 
from TOTs," says Dr. Burke. "For 
example, with losing the keys, you may 
have been distracted when you set them 
down, so that you never formed an ade
quate memory trace in the first place." 

Simply training yourself always to 
put your keys or glasses in the same 
place solves the problem of putting 
them down absent-mindedly and los
ing them. The late psychologist B.F. 
Skinner solved his chronic umbrella-

I losing problem by always hanging the 
umbrella on his doorknob. 

In Marsha Lynch's case, the problem 
was more serious but treatable. "We see 
a lot of women patients with menopausal 
memory loss," says Dr. Devi. The hor
mone estrogen-which decreases in 
menopause-affects the hippocampus, 
a part of the brain involved with mem
ory functions. The problem usually can 
be corrected by adjusting the level of 
estrogen. (Men who lose the hormone 
testosterone also may experience mem
ory loss.) After beginning hormone
replacement therapy and undergoing a 
treatment that involved memorizing lists 
of words and numbers to sharpen her 
recall, Lynch reports that she's improv
ing. "My confidence is back," she says. 

This type of memory loss is unrelat-

ed to more severe problems, such as ls in 
Alzheimer's or the form of confusion iend 
sometimes related to stroke. The symp- (. 
toms of the early stages of serious mem- ,few 
ory loss are distinct. They may involve urke 
forgetting not just recent events, such as dies 
where you put your keys, but also facts 19ue 
and words that should be embedded deep or 
in long-term memory. "The problem is cur 
not if you forget where your keys are," npt 
says Dr. Susan Kemper, a psychology ord 
professor at the University of Kansas, .ow 
"it's if you forget what keys are for." Iro

Ifyou have persistent memory prob- or
lems-serious enough to cause you con- ing 
cem--consult a specialist Almost every be 
university medical center in the U.S. er
has a memory clinic. If you don't have n't 
access to one, many family practition- Dr. 
ers can perform a 10-minute test called are 
an MMSE, which can isolate problems the 
and guide further treatment. bly 

Currently, medical treatment for es 
memory loss is targeted primarily for lord 
Alzheimer's disease. But people suf- , ~rs. 

fering from minor memory problems 'ou
can be helped by cognitive drills or a )eo
few simple practices (see box above). say 

Memory experts are upbeat about what 7 the 
they can do for patients today-and what lrty 
they'll be able to do in the future. "This (ely 
sounds strange, but there has never been 
a better time to have a memory problem:' ued 
says Devi. "It's like having pneumonia N 
after the discovery of penicillin." lIIl 
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Incoming Loan Record Loan #: ----

Lender~ aJ~:.u 
Address: da? ~ 

Telephone: ________ _ 

i(kk~ Je 
( 

Date: ----

In accordance with the conditions printed on the reverse, the objects listed below are borrowed for the 

following purpose(s): African American History Committee Newsletter and/or archives. All 

original materials will be returned. 

Loan for Millennium Issue only (check here): ___ _ 

Donation of Image to African American History Comminee Archives (check here) : ___ e~ ~ 
(All original materials will be retumed~ but copies may be used in future newsletters). wJ ~ 
Shipping: By Lender. 

Insurance: \Vill be carried by the Early American ~luseum. 

Credit Line: All contributors ~ill be acknowledged in a future publication of Through the Years. 

Insurance Value 

I have READ AND AGREE to the conditions printed on the reverse and certify that I have full authority to 

enter into this agreement. 

Approved for Museum: 

LOA1~ RETURNED: 

Signed: Date: 

Si~~7< Title&u4e<-D-at-e:-Z-4/l~d7 

Total Rerum: Partial Rerurn: ______________ -

Lender: _____________________ Date: ___________ _ 

Approved for Museum: __________ Title: ___________ Date: ____ _ 



Conditions Governing Loans 

Care. Preservation and Exhibition 
1. The Museum will give to objects borrowed the same care it does comparable property of its own. It is understood by the 
Lender and Museum that all tangible objects are subject to gradual deterioration for which neither party is responsible. 
2. Damage at the time of receipt or while in the Museum's custody will be reported immediately to the Lender. 
3 . The Museum will not repair, restore, or in any way alter an object without the Lender ' s written permission . 
4 . The lv'luseum retains the right to determine when, if, and for how long objects borrowed will be exhibited. The 
Museum retains the right to cancel the loan upon reasonable notice to the Lender. 

Transportation and Packaging: 
1. The Lender certifies that the objects lent are in such condition to withstand ordinary strains of packing, transportation 
and handling. A written report of the condition of objects prior to shipment may be sent by the Lender to the Museum. 
Other...vise, it will be assumed that objects are received in the same condition as when leaving the Lender's possession. 
Condition records will be made at the Nluseum on arrival and departure. 
2 . T:;;pically costs of transportation and packing will be borne by the Museum unless otherwise stated. The method of 
sh ipment must be agreed upon by both parties. 
3 . The Lender will assure that said objects are adequately and securely packed for the type of shipment agreed upon, 
mcluding any specia l instructions for unpacking and repacking. Objects will be returned packed in the same or sim ilar 
materials as received unless otherwise authorized by the Lender. 

Insurance: 
1. Objects wiil be insured for the amount specified herein by the Museum under its ~~all-risk" wall-ta-wall policy subject 
to the standard exclusions. Insurance will be placed in the amount specified by the Lender herein which must reflect fair 
mark~t value. If the Lender fails to indicate an amount, the Piluseum, with the implied concurrence of the Lender, will set 
a value for purposes of insurance. Said value is NOT to be considered an appraisal. 
2. If Insurance is waived by the Lender, this waiver shall constitute the agreement of the Lender to release and hold 
harm less the Museum from any liability for damages to or loss of the loan property . 
.3 . The amount payable by insurance secured in accordance \'lith this loan agreement is the sole recovery available to the 
Lender from the \'fuseum in the event of loss or damage. 

R2oroduct ion and Credit: 
1. Cn1ess otherwise indicated on the loan agreement. the Museum may photograph or reproduce the objects lent for 
educ2.tional, catalog and publicity purposes. Unless other...vise indicated, the Museum may continue to use images of 
loaned objects for publicity/promotional purposes after the loan period has expired. It is understood that objects on exhibit 
may be photographed by the general public. Unless other...vise specified in \\Titing, the Museum will give credit to the 
Lender as specified on the face of this agreement in any publications. W11ether individual labels are provided for objects 
on d isplay is at the discretion of the Museum . 

Change in o,vnership and/or Address: 
1. It is the responsibility of the Lender to notify the Museum promptly in \\iTitiI}g if there is any change in ownership of 
the objects or if there is a change in the identity or address of the Lender. The Museum assumes no responsibility to 
search for a Lender (or Ovmer) who cannot be reached at the address of record. 

Return of Loans 
1. unless otherwise agreed in writing, a loan terminates on the date specified on the face of this agreement. If no date is 
specified, the loans should be for a reasonable amount oftirne, but in no event to exceed three years. Upon termination of 
a loan the Lender is on notice that a return or renewal must be effected, or else a gift of objects will be inferred. 
2. Objects will be returned only to the Lender or to a location mutually agreed upon in WTiting by the Museum and the 
Lender. In case of uncertainty, the Museum reserves the right to require a Lender/claimant to establish title. 
3 . Vvben the loan is returned (if shipped), the Museum will send the Lender a receipt form. If this fonn is not signed and 
returned within thirty days after mailing, the Museum will not be responsible for any damage or loss. 
4. If the Museum's efforts to return objects within a reasonable period following the termination of the loan are 
unsuccessful, then the objects will be maintained at the Lender's risk and expense. If the objects have not been claimed, 
then and in consideration for maintenance and safeguarding, the Lender/Owners shall be deemed to have made the 
objects an unrestricted gift to the Museum. 
5. This loan agreement shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois and the United States of 
America. 



A facility of the Champaign County Forest Preserve Accredited by the American Association of Museums 

EARLY AM~RICAN Mus E U M 

The Hel"itage Center of Champaign County 
POST OFFICE DRAWER 1040 T MAHOMET, ILLINOIS 61853 

217'586'2612 

As one of our participants, 
we cdrdially invite you 

to a special preview 
of the exhibit 

This Legacy Is Yours: 
Lasting Contributions of Champaign County African American 

Women 

Early American Museum 
Friday, June 1 st 

4:90 - 6:00 p.m. 

This exhibit will be on display at the museum from June 2nd through September 30th
. 

Please note: Take the Mahomet exit, #172, turn right, proceed to the west entry of Lake of the 
Woods County Park. The museum will be on the right as you turn in the park. You cannot get to 
the museum from the main entry to the park this season. The spillway is closed. 
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Mary Alexander 
Patricia Avery 
Carrie Pope Banks 
Imani Bazzell 
Mary Haywood Benson 
Lila Bromwell Benton 
Erma Scott Bridgewater 
Clara Bright 
Willie Campbell 
Bernice McKinley Chambers 
Lucille Clark 
Phyllis D. Clark 
Octavia Cole 
Verene Cole 
Lula Conner 
Nettie Leona Cook 
Maudie Flake Edwards 
Ollie Watts Davis 
Willeta Donaldson 
Rosie L. Dyer 
Fannie Freeman 
Barbara Gillespie-Washington 
Lucy Jess Gray 
Ruth Stratton Gray 
Lucia M. Green 
Blanche Jamerson Harris 
Dr. Zelema Harris 
Doris Ruth Hendricks 
Wilda Herndon 
Davie Hill 
Ruthie Hillsman 
Ruth Woodruff Hines 
Doris Baker (Wylie) Hoskins 
Odessa Hudson 
Kathyrn B. Humphrey 
Shirley Hursey 
Dora Flowers Jamerson 
Nannie Ross Jamerson 
Helen E. Johnson 
Kathryn B. Jones 
Marion Jones 
Ethel Mae Morris Kennedy 
Ruth Latham 
Louetta Smith Lee 
Haruko Kinase-Leggett 

Patricia McKinney Lewis 
Hattie Marion 
Shirley E. Melker 
Sister Elease Milton 
Barbara Jean McGee 
Eldress Mary Mullen 
CharLotte Nesbitt 
Hattie Paulk 
Sarah B. Payton 
Elizabeth Peacock 
Bernice Pope 
Carrie Alice Lee Pope 
Gladys Rhoades Pope 
Louanna A. Riley 
Virginia Steward Rodgers 
Betty Taulese Nesbitt Rowell 
Miriam B. Taylor Scantlebury 
Flora Giles Scott 
Sarah Wilson Scott 
Halestine 1. Session 
Esther Mae Baker Stoba 
Mary Louise Tanner 
Dr. Stephanie Lynne Tatum 
Dorothy Vickers-Shelley 
Veola Tinsley 
Winnie Wilson 
Arnetta Collins Rodgers 
Anna Wall Scott 
Evelyn Burnett Underwood 
Dorothy Hadley Utley 
Mary Francis Varnado Walden 
Shirley Walker 
Ruby J. McEwen Weathersby 
Vera L. Wesley 
Mary Lucille Birden White 
Margot M. Williams 
Rebecca J. Williams 
Crystal Womble 
Ruth Anne Wylie 
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A facility of the Champaign County Forest Preserve Accredited by the American Association of Museums 

EAR L Y AMERICAN MUSEUM 

The Heritage Cellter of Champaigll COllllly 
P 0 S T 0 FF ICE D R A IV E RIO 4 0 T M A H 0 ~I E T. I LL I " 0 I S 6 1 8 5 3 

21 7'586'2(j 12 

April 26, 2001 

Dear ~G~ / 
On June 2nd, the Early American Museum will join with the National Council of Negro Women to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Champaign County Chapter ofNCNW and together we will 
recognize the lasting contributions of Champaign County Mrican American women. This 
pictorial tribute titled This Legacy Is Yours will recognize area women as church leaders, business 
owners, educators, musicians and artists, and social reformers past and present. 

You have been identified as one of the women we must recognize and we respectfully request 
your participation in this very special exhibit. The "legacy wall" will feature both your photo and 
your biography. Won't you please consider sharing your story with the Champaign County 
community? We will need a photo that we can reproduce and a paragraph on your work in the 
community no later than May 9th

. We will be pleased to pick up your material and we will copy 
your photo and return it to you once it has been reproduced. The museum will feature this exhibit 
through September 30th

. 

Please note also that a reception in honor of Mary McLeod Bethune, founder of the National 
Council of Negro Women has been scheduled for Saturday, July 7th from 1-3 p.m. with guest 
speaker, Anne Roosevelt, grand-daughter of Franklin Delano and Eleanor Roosevelt. Ms. 
Roosevelt will talk about Eleanor Roosevelt's friendship with Ms. Bethune and their efforts 
toward social reform. 

We do look forward to hearing from you and the opportunity to share the many ways our 
community has benefitted from the work of area women such as you! Please call either Cheryl 
Kennedy, museum director at 586-2612 or Doris Hoskins, exhibit coordinator at 328-1987 to let 
us know when we might pick up your material. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Doris Hoskin~ ./-. 
£)~~/~ 
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Mary McLeod Bethune, a woman of faith and vision, 
recognized the need for women to work in unity in 
order to deal with complex problems. She founded 
the NCNW in 1935. 

OUR PLEDGE 
It is our pledge to make a lasting contribution to all that 
is finest and best in America, to cherish and enrich her 
heritage of freedom and progress by working for the 
integration of all her people regardless of race, creed, or 
national origin, into her spiritual, social, cultural, civic , 
and economic life, and thus aid her to achieve the 
glorious destiny of a true and unfettered democracy. 

National Headquarters 

633 Pennsylvania Ave., d.W 
Washington, D.C. 20004 

Membership Inquiries 
PO. Box 90960 
Washington, D.C. 20090-0960 

Commitment, unity and self-reliance are underlying concepts as NCNW 
creates innovative vital human service programs to: I , 

• Sustain a campaign against hunger and malnutrition; 
• Counsel and prepare youth for the world of work; 
• Introduce and service Black and Hispanic youth and adults in health careers; 
• Provide community-based alternatives to detention for young women in 

conflict with the law; 
• Inform women of their rights in housing and employment; 
• Face not just the symptoms, but the causes and supports needed in 

teenage pregnancy and parenthood; 
• Open doors for the advancement of women in education and management; 
• Develop unique programs in child care advocacy; 
• Build the capacity to work in partnership with the poorest majority in 

Africa and other parts of the world; and 
• Compile and preserve historical contributions of Black women individually 

and collectively. 
NCNW affiliated national organizations are forging new patterns of unity by 
developing a national collaboration for children and youth. Through NCNW 
the needs and aspirations of Black women and their families are represented 
on Capitol Hill and the United Nations. 



Dear Member: 
Here is your new NCNW Membership Card. Thanks for taking an 

active part in a movement of women in all walks of life who seek to use 
their collective power to open doors of opportunity, to sustain growth, to 
extend service, and provide effective advocacy for equality and justice. 

~~ 

r 

L 

000040450 

GORIS HOSKINS 

Dorothy 1. Height 
Chair 

1208 ~ CHURCH ST 
L~8ANA, IL 61801-1401 

W208M1NMCARD 

, 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC. 

P.O. Box 90960 • Washington, D.C. 20090-0960 
Membership Card ... Detach and Retain 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, I NC. 

P.O. Box 90960. Washington, D.C. 20090-0960 

MEMBER NUMBER JOIN DATE 

000040450 11/2000 

DORI S HOSK I S 

ANNUAL 
EXPIRES 11/2003 ~~ 

CHAIR 

LEAVE No ONE BEHIND 

MEMBERSHIP CARD, DETACH AND RETAIN 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC. 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: 

633 PENNSYLVANIAAVENUE, NW· WASHINGTON, DC 20004 
TELEPHONE: (202) 737-0120 FAX: (202) 737-0476 

Dear Member, 

We thank you for your continued support of America's largest organization for African American 
women, families and communities. 

Your membership card is enclosed. Please carry it with you at all times as a personal reminder of your 
affirmed commitmenHo-the-l'.f€~¥-rrris~m:-----------------

There are many rewards to your membership in NCNW. Not the least of these is your satisfaction in 
knowing you are helping us improve the lives of African American women and their families all over 
America. 

Through NCNW programs such as our African American Women's Health Initiative, the mentoring 
Program, and our Fannie Lou Hamer Day Care Center, you - and we - are providing real help for 
people who need it. 

In addition, we are providing health, education, and economic development help to women in Africa 
through the NCNW International Development Center. 

Of course, your membership also gives you some tangible personal benefits. You are entitled to all 
services and programs which NCNW sponsors, designed to save you many dollars in the years ahead. 
We will be notifying you of these benefits on a regular basis. 

Your continued support of NCNW remains important to us, and we appreciate you very much. 

c¥ 
Dorothy I. Height 
Chair 

P.S. Please do not hesitate to call our membership services representatives toll free 
at 1 (800) 808-4517, if you have any questions or suggestions regarding NCNW 
membership services. If you would like additional information on benefits, please 
call this toll free number 1(800) 808-4514. 

Founder: Mary McLeod Bethune Chair and President Emerita: Dorothy I. Height 

• Affiliated with: National Council of Women of the United States 
International Council of Women/National Assembly for Social Policy & Development 

Contributions are deductible for income tax purposes 
W207MJtJRA 



NORVASC® 
(amlodipine besylate) ~ 
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DATE 
LETTERS 

SENT NAME 
A 

ADAIR, PATRICIA / 
~ ALEXANDER, MARY i f 

AVERY,PATRICIA~S-~( '~~J e, 

________________ ~B ______ _ 
BANKS, CARRIE / tf/J-v 
BARKSTALL CAROLI t../(i/l-i , 
BELI.{CYNTHIA & MAXINE ~/ cJ/ab 

- BENSON, MARY V'~ 
BRIDGEWATER, ERMA / 1/30 
BROWN, YVETTE (GRAY) 

_________________ C ______ _ 
CLARK, (Mrs. JESSE) - NURSE ./ ~ tft/ - ;; 't ~6 4(J~ 
CLARK, PHYLLIS ~/ +1 ;< ~ 

CLARK, V ACELIA Y( A ~ , 

COLE, OCTAVIA / ~ !l-~'£2 . t.4f-~olc'( 
- COTILLION, THE 

SOW ART, L0RRAIN12. _ J. . I . L . ' / \ r LL--l ''-- 0 ~(6 4 (<5} ( 
~ (!> N ev D A:. L u L u .v-~ fP----... -VLj 0:;-( 0"1 (0( 
c..oa> lc;.. , tV ~ t-r Ie... e(z, 13 dL~j)16- ~£.. 1A)l () ( ce A1 S 

(!,d lit P f 6 c {{ / Wc {r { ' e. _ 0 s-/ ~ I /0 ( 

________________ ~D ______ _ 
DAVIS, OLLIE WATTS / 4/ or> 
DIXON, NAOMI ,/ 4 ( 30 

__ DONALDSON, ESTHER 
- DRISH, JEAN LEE (RE: HER MOM) .-f 

DYER, ROSIE LEE v <I (j.,1 t. ~ ~..o..>-JL.. '" J 3/ '" f) 
- 7J 0 N 0- I J ~C> tV W {; { e 7' r c>-- Lf r "3 IJ 

.:J)6-N &.. (d ..s ($) rI ) J J e cw> tV' e. IT c. .s-( i ( 0 ( 



NORVASC· 
\am\odipine besy\a\el 

NORVASC· 
\am\odipine besy\a\el 
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E --------- ----
EASTERN STAR LADIES . /) 4~'l!O( 

- EDWARDS MAUDIE ,/ ~ I~c-'d .. , 

_________ F /J _ . .--°
1 

e. ~/$;{( ~ /~6 
FREEMAN, FANNIE v ~4(;b ~ 

_______ ~----G-------_ 
..;.. GEE NANNIE-, 

GILLESPIE:> BARBARA.; ~tl J. ~ 

GORDON, DENISE .,/ 4 f ~)f 

GRAY LUCY V'/~ -.----- '-II 0 D 

GRAY, KATIE ,/J 
GRAY: ROSE ~ iff ~~ 
6l vLeIVt '-'-I Lr ~ 

H C' 
----~----

HAMBRICK LaSHUNDA ,v ' '-I / ;Z 7 , 
HARRIS, ZELEMA -
HASSELL BETTY v if (tL 

7 , 
- HENDRICKS, RUTH 
40"" HERNDON, WILDA -

HILL, DAVIE V' ;.f ( a (:) 
HILLSMAN RUTHIE '/ 4 J'J. 7 , 

~ HINES, RUTH 



PAGE-3-
_________ H (cont'd.) 

-HOSKINS, DORIS -
HUDSON, ODESSA v" 4/;,. 7 

HUMPHREY, KATHRYN '/ et( ;Z'7 
HURSEY, SHIRLEY -

K ---------------
- KEMP, ESTHER PIDLLIPS 

KENNEDY, ETHEL v -
KINASSE-LEGGETT, HARUKO ./ 

L ---------- ------
LATHAM, RUTH ,,-

--- LAWS-GREEN, CRYSTAL 
LEE,GERALDINE 9 

·bENOIR-=PRICE lIATTill -K7~ (~1 $e-a-p~~ , 
- LEWIS, CAROL 

LEWIS,PATRICIA /1(:<7 
~ L YDE, STELLA ((/ e:.6 e. r-rt- e U-) l~ 5. ' ") a-/7 ( 6 ( 

L "c.. I ~T-rLe..~\ll ,/ 
CLPlv)V- ' 

M ---------- -----.,..--
MARION HATTIE V' 41 d. 7 , 

- McKINLEY, BERNICE 
~ McKINLEY, MARY 

MORELAND, DOROTHY v '1 ( ~-, 
..,. MORELAND, FRANCES 

!1 ~ C e e , ~ 6- t"' b tA r-- ~ .- (5 & -j c 11 c) I f ( 
Iv --'" ")- .Jj 6 g 6( 

/'4 c. CD' 6 h e t'/ I -l "-' • "I e r- I N e.. (. 
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______ ----M (cont'd.) ,.\ 
MULLEN, ELDRESS /( <f(,7,1 ~.u...j- ~1 ~ ( ~ 

N ---------- -----
NESBITT, CHARLOTTE y/ 4: ;< , 

N(<:-~<>(fJ fiN V-IN e. 6~(c''7/<:J{ 
J 

o ---------- -----:---
OSLER, GENEVIEVE v ' '-I ( ;{ '( 

P ---------- -------
PALMER, BERNIECE ./ 4 ( ~ 1 

PAULK, HATTIE v iff gt 1 

POPE, ALICE (SEE: CARRIE BANKS) V 
POPE, BERNICE v 41..3 6 

PR. (C- E f L-I:<frTT t ~ '- e. N 6 , 'y--r- ./-..:/ ~ Ilf Y(J> fV k.. I~-'l. \ C 'f?d! - 'J </-, C; 

R 
--------....-R-O-D-G-E-R-S, ARNE--T-T-A-v---c-[-I ~ C) .- ~ ~ flJ.-. ~- .~ . ta( ~ r 01 

,.. RODGERS, VIRGINIA 
ROWELL, BETTY v '-I( c?1 



SCANTLEBiRRy,MIRIAM.' ~~ £""- '&. q(Ar/sr 
SCOTT, ANNA WALL V" q.( ~ g 

_ SCOTT, "MUDDY" SARAH(~ e~) e/ ' c( /l1e 
- SHELTON,ARAH 

SMITH, LaVERNE v"1 / ~ ,Z A1)~1 C , ~( 'f/.3D 

_ SMITH, NAOMI & ESTHER JANE 
~ SOCIAL CLUB (W/MARY ALEXANDER) 
-. STEWART, FLORA 
- STOBA, ESTHER . 

S e SSf 6 N 5) (~( (If f e .5" T ( tV I£. / ~ ~/;(. ;;J~ e.Jk) ~ 1Jf(.$6 

------T-ANNE--R-, ~. LOUISE v'.f!;, 'f _ ().'fo ~ rP~ ~,a 
THOMAS, MARY GRACE 
--rrtTu~J V",.ST~th"-A.J~ ~ /D{67 7)'~/!JJ, q(i7 c 

(77 &;> 4 ~ :5) If a... G , -e D 'Of «) 7 ( 0.( 

__ ~ ____________ U · ( 
UTLEY, DOROTHY v 9:;.. () /1. ~ I ~I 4 ~D 
()!VeL C ~tYco d ) £v c./ y-tV v 4( (;~ 

_____________ -------v , 
-VICKERS-SHELLEY, DOROTHY ;/" 11~ A.Le..'cl . ~{ a/of 

V/JLQe T)t~/ I J \AQ~ l,{)lL~ 
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Founded in 1981 the National the National Council of Negro "'·omen, Inc. observed it's 
Twentieh Year Anniversarv Julv 2001. 

. • w 
• 

• 

• • 

A celebration was held at the Early American Museum, in Mahomet, Illinois honoring our 
founder :Mary l'HcLeod Bethune and African American women who have made a 
contribution in our community. We were honored to have Anne Roosevelt, the at grand 
daughter of President Franklin andEleanor Roosevelt as our guest speaker. 

, 

The local section of the National Council of Negro Women, Inc. was organiz.ed by Mrs 
Odessa in 1981 with an idea in mind to pursue the goan~ "Leave No One Behind" and 
strive to help improve the quality of life for African American women. children and their 
families. 

• 

Through the years we have contributed to the United NegroCollege Fund; The Martin 
Luther King, .Jr. Scholarship Fund; TIle Sjster :\Jary Gabriel Curby Fund at Provena 
Covenant Medical Center to help those in need of medical assistance; The Annual Cotillion 
Ball, sponsored by the Gamma Upsilon Psi, to help young ladies pursue a higher level of 
education; The \-Vomen's Safe House and the Women's Fund to name a few and when funds 
permit we respond to many request for financial aid from the community . 

. 

The times demand that we draw· strength from our 20 years of struggle and engage ourselves 
in making a difference in the lives of African American women and their families. 
Strong families beget strong families. 

Together we can make a lasting contribution to all that is finest and best in our community. 
, 

• 

• 
• 

• • 

• 



I call upon the elected officials of the Champaign County Section of the National Council 
of Negro Women to come forward and pledge allegiance to the Organization, (The Officers 
assume their positions). 

INSTALLER: To the newly elected Officers: Are you ready to assume the Office to which you 
have been elected; and to pledge your fidelity and service at the highest level? 

(Answer: We Are) 

Please repeat after me: 

We, the elected Officers of the Champaign County Section of the National Council of 
Negro Women fully assume the responsibilities entailed by the holding of Office in this 
Organization. Further, we promise to act together in harmony with each other and with those in 
authority. 

INSTALLER: And now let me present the (newly) elected Treasurer. 

The Office of Treasurer is an important one. It is the Treasurer who can best advise the 
President and other Officers of the Organization's financial resources. 

I now install you as the Treasurer of this Champaign County Section of the National 
Council of Negro Women. 

INSTALLER: Now let me present to you the (newly) elected Recording Secretary. 

You will be writing a most important document - the minutes of ALL meetings of the 
whole section's membership and of any special meetings called by the Executive Committee. 

I now install you as the Recording Secretary of the Champaign County Section of the 
National Council of Negro Women. 

INSTALLER: Let me present to you the (newly) elected Financial Secretary. 

To you is entrusted the duty of maintaining records of membership. And be ready to 
submit a complete and accurate account of dues. The services you render are vital to the life of 
this Organization. 



I now install you as Financial Secretary of the Champaign County Section of the 
National Council of Negro Women. 

INSTALLER: And now permit me to present the (newly) elected Second Vice-President. 

To you is interested the duty of membership chairperson. You shall preside in the 
absence of the First Vice and President and assume other duties as designated by the President. 

I now install you as Second Vice-President of the Champaign County Section of the 
National Council of Negro Women. 

And now permit me to present the (newly) elected First Vice-President. 

You have been elected to the second highest office in the Organization, and you must be 
ready to assist the President in all of her endeavors. You must be prepared to assume the duties 
of the President when the need arises. Therefore, it is most important that you have thorough 
knowledge of our By-laws as well as Parliamentary Procedure. 

I now install you as First Vice-president of the-Champaign County Section of the 
National Council of Negro Women. 

I now have the honor of presenting the President of the Champaign County Section of the 
National Council of Negro Women. 

You have been elected to the highest Office of this Organization. «The special character 
of this Office is that the President is the direct representative of the State and National President 
committed to carry out the programs in harmony with their directives.)) 

As President you shall preside at all of the meetings, enforce the rules of the local 
Champaign County Section of the National Council of Negro Women. You must strive to 
preserve the important traditions of the National Council of Negro Women, but do not be afraid 
to venture into new areas that will add to the interest and progress of the Organization. 

May the Spirit of God guide you and may you be blessed with loyalty, devotion and 
cooperation of ALL the members who have placed their confidence in you. 

I now present you with this gavel and install you as the President of the Champaign 
County Section of the National Council of Negro Women . 

. ' 



I congratulate all of you! 

TO THE MEMBERS PRESENT: Please stand and pledge your support to the newly installed 
Officers. 

Please repeat after me: We, the members of the Champaign County Section of the 
National Council of Negro Women pledge our allegiance to our newly installed Officers. We 
promise to do all we can for the good of our Organization by our support. 

Let us conc1ude .... this installation of Officers with a prayer by our Chaplain. 



/ 

3328 Ridgewood Drive 
Champaign, IL. 61821 

April 5, 2003 

Mrs. Hoskins, 

Enclosed you will find one ticket (# 0502) for the Mother's Day Brunch. I will reserve a table for 
eight guests. 

Thank 

Ruthie ~ 



NCNW Inc. Mother's Day Luncheon Progress Report 

February 8, 2003 

Gwen M. White 

Mother's Day Luncheon: May 10, 2003, at Park Inn 11am - 2pm 

Luncheon costs us $9.65 per person (includes 17% gratuity). Need 
to decide how much to charge for tickets. Per Park Inn, meals for 
Children 5 to 10 yrs. old are half off. Children under 5 are free. 

1 . 
2. 
3 . 
4. 
5 . 

2/12/03: 
3/31/03: 
4/5/03: 
4/12/03: 
4/12/03: 

Mail nomination letters 
Deadline to receive nominations 
Committee to meet to determine winner(s) 
Winner(s) revealed at April NCNW Meeting 
Contact winner(s) by phone and mail letter 

Judges to consist of three people from the community. 
Judges to be determined. 

6. Solicitations & Donations: 
Door prizes: Shirley Hursey and? TED 
Flowers: President Hillsman 
Gifts/Awards: TED 
Adverti~ements: 

Tickets, fliers, 
invitations: 

TED (newspaper, t.V. radio) 

Linda Lawson and ? TED 

© WE NEED VOLUNTEERS, VOLUNTEERS, AND MORE VOLUNTEERS © 

This is OUR Annual Mother's Day Luncheon and we want it to be a 
success!!! Success is only possible if everyone work together as 
a team. 

Please sign up to volunteer as we need members to assist with: 

1. Program committee 
2. Advertising 
3. MC/Hostess/Award presenters 
4. Photographer 

*** Volunteers will meet immediately following NCNW meeting*** 



African American Heritage Sourcebook 

Source: 

Section 7a 

The Black National Anthem 

Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring. 
Ring with the harmonies of liberty 
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has 
taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has 
brought us, 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 
Let us marcn on till victory is won. 

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died, 
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet, 
come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over away that with tears have been 
watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood 
of the slaughtered 
Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears 
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who hast by Thy might led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path we pray. 
Lest, our heart's drunk with the wine of the world, 
We forget Thee 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand 
True to our God 
True to our native land. 

Words by: James Weldon Johnson, 
1921 

Music by: J. Rosamond Johnson, 
1921 

African American Almanac 1997 

The Black National Anthem 

7a:l 



African American Heritage Sourcebook 

1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 

5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 

9) 
10) 
11) 
12) 
13) 
14) 
15) 
16) 
17) 
18) 
19) 
20) 
21) 

Section 4c 

History Qu iz . 

What state gave freedom to slaves who fought in the American Revolution? V .»-~~ 
What was the name of the first African American newspaper? :; ~~ r ~ ,f,.0)",~ 

Who helped form the Underground Railroad? /1- . ~ w ~ 
What city was the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) founded in? IV if - il (rIA' ~~ tA-~ 
Who ~as .the first African American woman judge? -- !l;:::- fJ ~ 
What Inczdent sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott? T et . 

What state was the first to end segregation in public accommodations? -~ h-
Who was the first African American woman lawyer admitted to practice before ~ 
the U.s. Sunreme Court? au...~ /J,C\' , ,L 

r ro. !LV ~ J ~ • 
Who was the first African American General of the .~(J) ~ 

Which constitutional amendment abolished slavery? I D ~ ' ~~ ~. 
What was the name of the first African American college? t:~ d ~ 13 I- c ~ 
Who was the first African American to win the Pulit~er Prize? ,~ 
Who signed the Emancipation Proclamation? K ~ ~ 
What colony was thefirst to abolish slavery? L)~ 
What is the name of the university founded by Booker T. Washington? '- 4--d-;' 0 if 
Who was the first African American mayor of a major city? ~~ ,4 ~ 
What was the name of the ship where 54 slav.p§ .r.evolted? ~ '-"- i) 

Where did the first humans live? l:/>--~ " ~ y-- 6-( /U... t...r>-J 

Who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964? /1 
In what city did Jesse Owens win four Olympic Gold medals? cJ" (J o.J .. 

What crime did journalist Ida B. Wells-Barnett fight against? 'if d ~;r 

History Quiz 

4c:l 



1. LOCATION: 

HOLIDAY GALA REPORT 
February 08, 2003 

Linda G. Lawson, Ph.D. 

a. THE CHANCELLOR 

2. DATE: 
a. Saturday, November 22, 2003. 6pm until 

3. TICKETS: 
a. Goal of 350 attendees - 35 tables of TEN 
b. Price: $30.00/person or $275 for table of 10 

4. PARTIAL COMMITTEE FORMATION: 
a. Linda Lawson-event chair 
b. Earlene Terry - program coordinator 
c. Shirley Hursey - sponsors'(alsofor Mother's Day BrunCh) 

.. - . d. Beverly Lacy - entertainment & advertising 

1 



MEMBERSHIP REPORT FEBRUARY 08, 2003 

Linda G. Lawson, Ph.D. 

1. Please sign Attendance Sheet. 

2. Dues collection: secretary or myself. 

3. Changed your address, phone, or e-mail? We need your new info! 

4. Prospective members? Call or e-mail meandleaveinfo.373-98590r lawsonl@demaco.com 

5. MEMBERSHIP: 
• Last month 38: with sixteen persons "suspended" 
• Today 39: with 7 persons "suspended" (either local or national not paid) 

o Bondurant, Chillis, V. Harris, Leggett, M. Malcome, S. Melker, & M. Perry 

6. Annual Local Dues: 
$12 - students 
$24 - senior citizens 
$36 - regular 

7. NEW RULES FROM NATIONAL: 
• Ester Wynn (contact person) 

Annual National Dues 
$1 O--students 
$25 - regular 

• Fulfillment Agency: Association Management Services (AMS) - emphasis is "quality 
in/quality out"; forms; e-mails; hotline number; 

• Special Rebate Program (5°k) ENDED in 1996 



The National Council of Negro Women, Inc. 

Champaigt1 County Section 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY /TREASURER'S REPORT 
February 08, 2003 

Balance $2,565.40 

RECEIPTS: 

Membership: 
Archey, J. 61.00 

Lacy, B 6.00 

Scantlebury, M. 36.00 

Sub Total: 103.00 

Other Receipts: 
Flowers (Gala) 4.00 

Sub Total 4.00 

TOTAL $2,672.40 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

National Dues 165.00 

BALANCE $2,507.40 

Submitted By: )flicia Lowery 
Financial Secretary ITreasurer 

1 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC. 

Call meeting to order 
Prayer 

CHAMP AlGN COUNTY SECTION 

February 8, 2003 

AGENDA 

Pledge: It is our pledge to make a lasting to all that is finest and best in 
America, to cherish and enrich her heritage of freedom and progress by 
working for the integration of all of her people regardless of race, creed, or 
national origin, into her spiritual, social, cultural, and civic life, and thus aid 
her to achieve the glorious destiny of a true and unfettered demo7 

) 
Officer's Report's: _ p- ? 

j President I\. 
1 st V. President &Jr- I 

n Dd 
V. President r ~ 

J Secretary ls1 
. Financial Secretary / Treasurer .-
·JChaplain Birthday, Bereavement, Good & Welfare 

, \instorian r 
\ Committee Report's 

1 February Black History Month 

"This Legacy Is Your's" On display at Parkland 
College ---February 5 - February 28, 2003 

Part one and two of "This Legacy Is Your's" 
PBS -- Parkland TV Channel --2/1 - 2/28 

,,_"_ ~ .OJ~/ '~ 1~1~ ~~ 
FInancIal PlannIng SemInar -- Presenter, Lynn Davis 

Mother's Day Luncheon ~ 
Taste of NCNW k '/ 

Indiana Black Expo 

" Each One Win One" NEW MEMBER 

Black Expo ( local) Linda Lawson (info) 

Collect dues ---- PLEASE AT THE END OF THE AGENDA 
Meeting Adjourn ---- " This Little Light Of Mine" 
Next meeting, March 8,2003 

HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY 

/ 



~ Chaplain: Mrs. Coles is absent due to a death in her 
family. R. Myles will send a condolence card. 

© Happy Birthday to B. Hassell, K. Humphrey, R. Myles © 

* COMMITTEE REPORT 

2003 Holiday Gala: Holiday Inn reserved for Fri . 
11/21/03. Chancellor may be avail. Sat. 11/22/03 . 
Location to be determined. Goal is to sell 300 tickets. 
Committee to be formed at Feb. meeting. Need volunteers 
to help. 

Need a member to chair the Mother's Day Brunch scheduled 
in May 2003. 

NCNW member Lynn--_ Davi-s- proposed to chair a free 
financial planning seminar. Topics to include budgeting 
and eliminating debt. Members agreed to have seminar in 
March 2003. 

Black History Month c~tion at Parkland 2/15/03, 7 to 
10 pm. "<PQetrj S1~~~t the--"Blues Bistro, Gallery Lounge. 
Need items to raffle. See member R. Myles. 

June 2003 is "Taste of NCNW" Potluck style. 
July 2003 is ~ Indiana Black Expo Cultural Trip. See member B. Lacy . 

* OLD BUSINESS 

"Each one Win One" Recruit new members 

* NEW BusiNESS 

~ NCAAM Annual Banquet is 2/1/03 at Holiday Inn. Member B. 
Lacy to co-chair event. R. Myles to present an award. 

~ Parkland Gospel Fest is 2/21/03. B. Lacy is the MC. 

* Meeting Adjourned with song, "This Little Light of Mine". 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMEN, INC. 
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY SECTION 

MINUTES O~ January 11, 2003 
BY GWEN WHITE 

* Meeting called to order at 2:05 p.m. 
Prayer 
Pledge recited by all 

* Members present: R. Hillsman, D. Jamerson, C. Kennedy, P ;J 
Adair, H. Marion, L. Davis, A. Young, E. Terr~L. Lawson, J. 
Archey, R. Myles, N. Delaney, M. Scantlebury, B. Lacy, G. 
White 

* OFFICER'S REPORT 

~ President: Recommend NCNW become involved in the 
community, including the school system, as the graduation 
rates are down. 

"' 1 st Vice President: Update on local M. L. King Jr . 
piograms. Planning a program for Black History Month at 
Douglas Library. Need members to sign up and share 
talent. Training for Project Read begins in Feb. 2003. 

~ 2nd Vice President: Lindsey Travis is our newest member. 
Current membership is 38. Approx. 16 members have not 
paid dues and are not counted in the current membership. 
Reminder to update your address, phone number, and email 
address on the attendance roster. 

"' Secretary: Minutes from December 14, 2002, meeting read 
arid approved by the body. 

"' Financial Secretary/Treasurer: Report read and approved 
by the body. 

Beg. Bal. 
To'tal Receipts 
Disbursements 
Ending Bal. 

$ 2,781.11 
3,249.91 

684.51 
2,565.40 

~ Historian: NCNW Legacy Exhibit at Parkland in Feb. 2003. 
Request memorabilia, photos, biographies, etc. 
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Black women quilted 
the fabric 

of local history 



Council honors its founder, other black WOI 
• Grandchild of 
former first lady 
speaks to group 
By ERNST LAMOTHE JR. 
News-Gazette Staff Writer 

MAHOMET - The lives of 
two former first ladies were 
the backdrop for honoring the 
achievements of black women. 

The National Council of 
Negro Women and the Early 
American Museum in Mahomet 
Saturday highlighted Eleanor 
Roosevelt and Mary McLeod 
Bethune, founder of the organi
zation. 

Bethune, who would have 
celebrated a birthday on 
Saturday, was often called the 
first lady of the organization, 
and the council wanted to 
remember her lists of accom
plishments. 

As a political and social 
leader, Bethune fought for 
child welfare, women's rights 
and the plight of blacks during 

the 1900s. 
She spanned the United 

States spreading her message, 
which also resulted in meet
ings with four different presi
dents in the White House. 

Anne Roosevelt, the grand-
daughter of President 
Franklin and Eleanor 
Roosevelt, spoke to more than 
80 women about the friend
ship shared by her famous 
grandmother and Bethune. 

"When they looked at each 
other, I envisioned a relation
ship where ,my grandmother 
saw herself in Mary 
(Bethune)," she said. 

Roosevelt was invited to 
speak by Cheryl Kennedy, the 
director of the museum. Her 
speech mirrored the chapter's 
theme of "This ' Legacy is 
Yours." 

Homemade quilts sewn by 
members from the organiza
tion and pictures sampling 
black female leaders in 
Champaign County served as 
colorful scenery for 

-, 
'II 

Roosevelt's speech. 
A legacy wall was construct

ed iIi the museum to empha
size the stamp that these 
women placed on the commu
nity as role models for future 
generations. 

"This legacy is mine as well 
and I claim these women as 
examples to show my chil
dren," said Roosevelt, who 
received a crystal jar and a red 
and white corsage after her 
speech. 

The National Council of 
Negro Women had a birthday 
of its own as the Champaign 

-County chapter celebrated 20 
years in the area. 

The group focuses on help
ing black women to improve 
the quality of life for them
selves, families and their com
munity. 

Nationally, various chapters 
have reached and continued 
the message of empowerment 
to four million women. The 
nonprofit organization also 
raises money for several acad-

emic funds, such as the 
Martin Luther- King 
Scholarship. 

President Ruthie Hillsman 
recognized the dual signifi
c'ance of the event. 

"It was time to recognize the 
lasting contribution and influ
ence of many African
American women," said 
Hillsman. "The exposure in a 
community like Mahomet is 
important for creating diversi
ty." 

Organizers wanted the 
achievements of black women 
and the message of bridging 

, racial gaps to be as intertwined 
as Eleanor Roosevelt and Mary 
McLeod Bethune. 

As she closed her speech, 
Roosevelt went back to the two 
peopl~ who carried the torch of 
the women's movement well 
after suffrage was granted. 

"It was just a pleasure to 
help honor these two great 
women as organizers, political 
activists and friends ," she 
said. 

News-Gazette ph( 

Anne Roosevelt, left, the granddaughter of fo 
Eleanor Roosevelt, talks with Miriam B. Scantl! 
paign before her speech to a group at the Early A 
-um in Mahomet on Saturday afternoon. 
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ften called the 
~ organization, 
'1 wanted to 
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1 and social 
e fought for 
omen's rights 
blacks during 

the 1900s. 
She spanned the United 

States spreading her message, 
which also resulted in meet
ings with four different presi
dents in the White House. 

Anne Roosevelt, the grand-
daughter of President 
Franklin and Eleanor 
Roosevelt, spoke to more than 
80 women about the friend
ship shared by her famous 
grandmother and Bethune. 

"When they looked at each 
other, I envisioned a relation
ship where my grandmother 
saw herself in Mary 
(Bethune)," she said. 

Roosevelt was invited to 
speak by ,Cheryl Kennedy, the 
director of the museum. Her 
speech mirrored the chapter's 
theme of "This ' Legacy is 
Yours." 

Homemade quilts sewn by 
members from the organiza
tion and pictures sampling 
black female leaders in 
Champaign County served as 
colorful scenery for 

Roosevelt's speech. 
A legacy wall was construct

ed iIi the museum to empha
size the stamp that these 
women placed on the commu
nity as role models for future 
generations. 

"This legacy is mine as well 
and I claim these women as 
examples to show my chil
dren," said Roosevelt, who 
received a crystal jar and a red 
and white corsage after her 
speech. 

The National Council of 
Negro Women had a birthday 
of its own as the Champaign 

. County chapter celebrated 20 
years in the area. 

The group focuses on help
ing black women to improve 
the quality of life for them
selves, families and their com
munity. 

Nationally, various chapters 
have reached and continued 
the message of empowerment 
to four million women. The 
nonprofit organization also 
raises money for several acad-

'. 

emic funds , such as the 
Martin Luther· King 
Scholarship. 

President Ruthie Hillsman 
recognized the dual signifi
cance of the event. 

"It was time to recognize the 
lasting contribution and influ
ence of many African
American women," said 
Hillsman. "The exposure in a 
community like Mahomet is 
important for creating diversi
ty." 

Organizers wanted the 
achievements of black women 
and the message of bridging 
racial gaps to be as intertwined 
as Eleanor Roosevelt and Mary 
McLeod Bethune. 

As she closed her speech, 
Roosevelt went back to the two 
peopl~ who carried the torch of 
the women's movement well 
after suffrage was granted. 

"It was just a pleasure to 
help honor these two great 
women as organizers, political 
activists and friends ," she 
said. 

News-Gazette photo. by Robert K. O'Oaniell 

Anne Roosevelt. left. the granddaughter of former first lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt. talks, with Miriam B. Scantlebury of Cham
paign before her speech to a group at the Early American Muse
.um in Mahomet on Saturday afternoon. 
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This Legacy is Yours: 
Celebrating the Lasting 
Contributions of African 

American Women 

at the 
Early American Museum 

Lake of the Woods 
Mahomet 

June 2 - September 30 
Open 10-5 daily June, July August, weekends in September 

Free admission 

• The missionary society of Bethel church is named for her. 
• She became a mother figure to countless children throughout the 

community 
• She 's always out in the community doing something for someone. 
• Many children refer to her as ((The Book Lady. " 
• She has worked hard to get drugs and violence out of her neighborhood. 
• She has endeared herself to her students, some of whom are parents of her 

students today. 

Featuring 80 African American women from Champaign County 
Also includes a number of quilts representing memories shared 

A joint project of the Early American Museum and the National Council of Negro Women 

The Early American Museum is a facility of the Champaign County Forest 
Preserve District and is located Y2 mile north of 1-74, exit #172 on Rt. 47 at 
Mahomet, IL For more information, call (217) 586-2612. 
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A facility of the Champaign County Forest Preserve Accredited by the American Association of Museums 

EARLY AMERICAN Mus E U M 

The Heritage Center of Champaign County 
POST OFFIC E DRAW E R 1040 T MAHOM E T , ILLI NOI S 6 185 3 

217·586·2612 

Exhibit, This Legacy is Yours, opens at EAM 

We have some stories of achievement to pass on! The missionary society of 

Bethel church is named for her. She became a mother figure to countless children 

throughout the community . . She's always out in the community doing something for 

someone. Many children refer to her as "The Book Lady." She has worked hard to get 

drugs and violence out of her neighborhood She has endeared herself to her students, 

some of whom are parents of her students today_ These are but a few of the observations 

you will discover in the biographies of 80 African American women featur~d at the Early 

American Museum in Mahomet this summer, a mere sampling of the contributions made 

by all women in government, the arts, education and in the economic, cultural and 

political life of Champaign County. 

This Legacy is Yours: Celebrating the Lasting Contributions of African 

American Women opened June 2nd and will remain on display through September 30th. 
\ 

It is a joint project of the Early American Museum and the National Council of Negro 

Women and marles the beginning of the 20th anniversary of the local chapter ofNCNW. 

In addition, this exhibit includes a number of quilts representing life experiences and 

memories shared. 

I was reminded that it's not what you have, but what you do with what you have 

that makes a difference. Countless private decisions such as this one, framed the lives of 

these women and all who contribute to the life of the community. You will truly be 

amazed at what you willieam from those who have been willing to share their story and 

experiences with others. 

The Early American Museum, a facility of the Champaign County Forest Preserve 

District, is located in Lake of the Woods, Mahomet, Illinois. The museum is open 10-5 

daily. Admission is free. Due to park construction, you must take exit #172 on 1-74 to 

reach the museum. For further information, please call 217 .. 586·2612. 

-30-



~ "THIS LEGACY IS YOURS" Exhibit Opens at EAM ~ 
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elltiCtlred Irerself to Iler studellts, sOllie of 

W/10111 arc parcllts of ireI' studellts today. 

These are but a few of the observations 

you will discover in the biographies of 

80 African American women featured 

at the Early American Museum in 

Mahomet this summer, a mere sam

pling of the contributions made by all 

women in government, the arts, educa

tion and in the economic, cultural and 

political life of Champaign County. 

This Legacy is Yours: Celebrating 

the Lasting Contributions of African 

American Women opened June 2nd and 

will remain on display through Sep

tember 30th. It is a joint project of the 

Early American Museum and the 

National Council of Negro Women and 

marks the beginning of the 20th anni

versary of the local chapter of NCNW. 

In addition, this exhibit includes a nlUllber 

of quilts representing life experiences 

and memories shared. 

J was rel/linded tliat it's /lot 'lu/zat you 

Anne Roosevelt Helps Early 
American Museum Celebrate 

have, [JIlt what YOIl do 'witlr 'wlrat you Illruc 

tlzat 1//akes a differellce. Countless private 

decisions such as this one, framed the lives 

of these women and all who contribute to 

the life of the community. You will truly 

be amazed at what you will learn from 

those who have been willing to share their 

story and experiences with others .• 

"1 feel like I did as a child at Val-Kill, 

my grandmother's home ... surrounded 

by friendly strangers, wanned by their 

welcome." That's what Anne Roosevelt, 

granddaughter of Franklin D. and Eleanor, 

said on a recent visit to the Early American 

Museum. Roosevelt came to speak to a 
L to R, Cheryl Kennedy, director of the 

reception for the National Council of museum; Ruthie Hillsman, president, 

1 I 1 local chapter of NCNW; Anne Roosevelt; 
Negro Women's loca chapter onJu y 7t 1. Doris Hoskins, Champaign County 
Over 80 visitors sat rapt as Roosevelt spoke African American History Committee. 

about her grandmother's relationship with Mary McLeod Bethune, the fow1der 

of the National Council of Negro Women. The talk and reception celebrated __ , 

Bethune's birth date Guly 10), as well as the Legacy exhibit. (See story.). , \ ~ 



Those who attended July 7 reception ,- '1L~ 0 k /Ju44-~ 
Halestine and David Session 
Hattie Marion 
Dorothy Vickers-Shelley 
Evelyn Underwood 
Walter and Ruby Weathersby 
Zelema Harris and daughters 
Carrie Banks 
Miriam Scantlebury 
Gladys Downing 
Cassie West-William 
Betty Rowell 
Zanita Willis 
Rozener Branion 
Sandra Martin 
Ethel Kennedy 
Dora Jamerson 
Blanche Douglas 
Juanita Nesbitt 
Bertha Williams 
Jo Wetherspoon 
Rev. Mary Mullen 
Contance Chapel 
Ruth Latham 
Erma Bridgewater 
Bei'Hta Gay 
Vivian Caufield 
Carlos and Willeta Donaldson 
Elease Milton 
Collette Lockett 
Eltricia Lindsey 
Effie Neal 
Ruth Gray 
Clara Bright 
Althea Jones 
Janice Washington . 
Ruth Anne ~ Wy I, e 
Ruthie Hillsman 
Betty Hassell 
Patricia Adair 
Odessa Hudson 
Doris Hoskins 
Vernon and Patricia Lewis 

Jo Samuel ~(' . 
L 
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Barbara Cooper 
Lynn Davis and daughters 
Davie Hill 
Dianne Mitchell 
Sharee Pursley 
Kathryn Humphrey 
Ann Parker 
Ella Coleman 
Rosalind Lewis 
Hattie Paulk a 
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