








Up and Coming Tigers

ul year for the Urbana Sophomores.
3 record which included a victory ©
own rival Champaign Central. Tt i i coached
by Dave Casstevens
varsity. Sophomore Mike Frank s the varsity place kicker
most of the year. Other sophomores lost 1o the
1 as back-up man to All-Stater Jeff
Smith, Reggie Cla J. Brown, both of whom were
used to fill in at 0
Coach Smith as he played qgu a
toward the end of the season. He was also r running back
for the sophomores, Bob Carrie, picked up his own fumble and
ran it through the middle of the line for a game s ing
touchdown. All in all it was a very successful year, and the
young Tigers should be very helpful ne ear as they move up

Injured Mike Franke is
checked by referes.

Tigers warm-up and
sharpen-up before gami.

Urbana makes
offensive thrust,




A. C. Upshaw soars through the air to
take tip frem much taller oppanent.

Mackie Biggers and John Huett play a pretty tight defense.

Young Tigers Gain
Experience

Young tigers gain experience and finish strong. Coach Oscar
Adams' ‘6869 Tigers entered the season young and
inexperienced, but emerged as an efficient and much improved
ball club. Barely able to buy a game early in the season, the
Tigers came back to revenge several earlier Big 12 losses, upset
Centennial and advance to the Regional finals before bowing
to Champaign. Despite their slow start, the Tigers came back
to even their record and finish with a respectable 12 wins and
15 losses. The ‘69 Tigers were generaled by Captain and all-Big
12 guard, Willie Southall, Willie wasindispensable as both
playmaker and scorer (13.0) and provided the team with much
needed stability and experience. He was supported by A, C.
Upshaw, Ron Williams and John Huett up front and Mac
Bigger in the back court, Amazing (jumper) Upshaw led the
team in rebounding and was second in scoring (12.4), Together
with Biggers (10.6), Huett (8.2) and Williams {9.1), he should
help lead a strong and experienced offensive attack for next
year's Tigers. The Tigers started four juniors and have thirteen
underclassmen, If they continue to improve next year, as they

did in '69, Urbana could again become a major basketball club
in Central lllinois. Later Urbana went out and proved that

they're the team to watch with a brilliant win over Centennial

to catapult them into the District finals against state ranked
Central.

Watch Out For Tigers
Next Year

Coach Adams and coaching staff ponder situation,

51




Rick Harden arches a
shot from midcourt,

Tom Brown shows why one of
a's strong points was rebounding

A.C. Upshaw uses his undefensable jumping power to
get free for two easy points from the corner.




Senior Bill Corthen leaves astonished defender earth-
bound as he contributes to a team affort.

They Came and Went

The beginning . . .,

John Huett shows remarkable agility of defense as
he knocks away a sure basket,

Offense and Defense—

Junior Guard Mackie Biggers intimidates
his less aggressive foe,
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Dean Gissing races opponent—FRon

- Williams and John Huett watch

- hopefully.
W «.  Traffic Jam under the baskat.

aptain and all-Big 12 guard, Willie Southall, takes ball d




Fast Finish

Even though the sophomaore team had a 5-17 58
were better than their record indicates. The
bad times during the season,

ason, they
y suffered through
dropping close decisions and
ending up on the short end of the breaks. Coach Bill Plymire
worked his charges hard, and by the end of the season they
had improved considerably. When the Centenn iel Tournament
rolled around, they had achieved a position of prominence by
defeating Centenniel, Unj High, Normal and Rantoul, and
capturing the tourney championship. Preston Neal, Reggie
Clark, Bearie King, Gene Davis, Don Rogers, Pete Seagle, Steve
Gladson and Louie Green were all of first string calibre,

Gene Davis works the ball in to
the pivet man.

&

That'll teach you to try and score on me!

Sophomore
Basketball

Preston Neal trots down the court, |




Engles-Tigers Are Successful

Pete Engels, third place finisher in the state wrestling meet,
signified the end of a successful wrestling season. The Tigers
managed to scrape out a 6.9 season mark, despite the loss of
two outstanding wrestlers of a year ago, Ron Dix and Pete
Alagna. Unlike many Urbana teams of the past, the Tigers
starred not in the duel meet season, which their 6-9 season
record indicates, but in the major tournaments preceding. The
conference, first major tournament of the season, found
Urbana placing seven men and finishing a strong fourth, just
behind Champaign who took third. The Tigers outdid
themselves the following week at the district tournament in
Rantoul. This time the Tigers placed eight men and finished
third, some 20 points ahead of Champaign. Urbana was topped
only by Danwille and a mighty Rantoul team unbeaten in 17
duel meets, The district meet saw Urbana qualify four
wrestlers for the sectional meet at Norman. The champions
were Pete Engels, Nick Gibala, Ford Mautz, and second place
finisher Carl Lyman. Later on in the week, they were joined
by third place finishers Chris Copeland and Steve D'urso,
qualifying as a result of injury to a qualifier ahead of them.
With six sectional qualifiers the Tigers charged into Mormal
where they captured 4th in one of the toughest sectionals in
the state. Rantoul, the district winner and one of the favorites
finished with a mere 4 points. Pete Engels and Nick Gibala,
state qualifiers for the second year in a row, carried the Tiger
hopes into the Assembly Hall. Although Nick dropped his first
match, Pete managed with a fine third place finish, giving
Urbana 11 points and a 15th place finish, Coach John Gremer
will lose five lettermen to graduation; 112 pounder Jeff Stein;
(8-10), conference and district champ, 127 pounder Rod
Humes, 133 pounder Neil Richardson, and conference champ,
district champ, and sectional champ, Pete Engels.

Nick Gibala is
declared vic-
torious.

Rod Humes picks

up valuable Urbana & MacArthur 42

riding time. Urbana 35 Centennial 11

Urbana 39 Mattoon 11

Urbana 24 Champaign Central 24

Urbana 15 Rantoul 29

- Urbana 12 Decatur 41
: Urbana 13 Springfield 34
Urbana 30 Trinity 14

Urbana 39 Centennial 9

Urbana 30 Bloomington 13

Urbana 14 Mormal 34

Urbana 17 Danville 23

Urbana 19 Lincoln 26

Urbana 16 Rantoul 27

Urbana 19 Eisenhower 27

Conference 4th place
District 3rd place 76
Sectional 5th place

State 156th place




