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Vv"llid1 'Here held to (:l1allenQ·e instit.utionalize<..1 racism in U.S . ::;odet.v. This
U I 

paDer vvill studv cert..ain asped.s of the civil rights m<)vement in . .j 
.... J. I • 

I 
Champaign-Urbana., Illinois(C/U) from 1961-1965 in ;1.n attempt. to ·1 

provide ex·ampIes of ()verall trends during tj-1i:3 pEiriod of time. At. this 1 

Urn€- , til€- Afro-American commu.nitv in C,/U d€-veloned and c3.rried ou.t 
. I .L 

fax -rea.ching struggle::; aga.inst racial oppression. Tbey challenged Wl1it.€' 

(: r-i~J.r(llS-~:: lIl t.-ref~)re t i ll::, s t.1J(1"=;l ;;,o" l1 11 t~. r!2· E:'t. ::;T)r:::-( ificEl11o;;:! t.Ile roi~ ()f t.IlE:
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1l. r:~ lrrY~)~)rr~:l!-ll. 1)) t)ia.CE? r:.rl~ Ci!U.f(.r1 :3 f'.)iE:' iIi ;:~. 

cultura.1 institutions(of the lap;!E:'f U.s. sodetv) and in fad V·lere. ,_ , I 

systematic::t.ll;,1 excluded irom their dedsion-making processes .. .In short, 

.L' . '. ,- • _ ... - . " . ' n '1' " '1" - . k - t-1·., · ~t· t t· a1 ,.~""" '1' t' < 'r' 1..11e ldl :~;et ::;uqet:.y (enle( Okl.!.: ~:; ·.·ue m~ ..l.U [lon' aC(:€'::;::; c:t..n( ()lJ..J.e . .!:i 

neces::;a.rv to normal social existence. The black churcil filled lan~' E;o part
7 ' 1_' ... 

of the instit.uti()nal void b)' providing support and direction f()f the 

" t· ·t·· 1 ".'.~'(11Ver:::;€-J .C ..tVl lE>S ot an oppresse( group. ~.~,I 


frar-f.lE>\,'l(!rk for a.ddressing both the spirtual and secular(lloll-religiolJ.s) 
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t.he. ;::mwunt. of invoivement of ::;pedfic cliurdles in tlle liberation :3tru!2'!~les 
, ~~. 

of the ce'mmunitv , , 

These (i'':lllamics 'Nere continued in later stnlQ' ;~les, mack churches 
I - U~ 

prov'ided an institutional foundation for organizing the ,civil right.s 

mo't;lement. "Churches pr<)vided t.he movement ~Y'\'ith eUl organized mass 

base; a leadef:3hip of clergymen largely economica.lly independent ()f the 

larger white- society and ::;killed in the art of managing ~)ple ;:1.lld 
oJ 
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financed; and meeting places '\,·vhefe the masses planned tadic3and . - . .... . 

An €,~'~j,mination of Cha,rnpaign- Urbana provides an i!"nportant 
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only ;:1. 3m3111(/0 market av'ailabie to blacks in e/u. Unemplovrnent was 
j . • !

,., . tl' -'t 1· c:: ,: m .-- - ""'1- -k~ i ·11· ,.- ,-', nt- T'-tl<'lS"'" "'mplrvT,,:,:1 71 '!' ~~Y,,:,r,,:,IIlOft:' ,ld....l I() ,:::, lot D de ... ::' In 1 lnCI1::j.\.)) ._. ..J...., ltj" ~ . • ..... ~ .... < .' I iO vv' ...· "." 

in tJle 1o"~IV€'st economic strata of j()b occupations(unskilled and service) 

Tl1ere existed 

,-..-. n ..'!-,:, ·jl'·~(~1·1-I-ll·nat-.j''''n l·n t-":'oard-=- t(' th'''' t·u·~-=- (\t- l' "b'-· tn'·::ot T T.r'r":' ·=·~T~ 11··- ·olr-.'Jt:::'l~ v I, .;:; .... ~ AV 'J o r -_,.,) . t::' ...11:'·.... -...J '... V·:J Q .... vvr::; 1J..,d .:.t ~'J 

t.o ...i!.... fro-ivnericans . 51. 1:;g of tilose employeed ~N€'re in jobs like janitors, 

',··F" 1·t'-"rc· '·1)",it".::: 11('lu-=·.:,,1.r •....."p""t-·::: p·=:1r1.rl·n'-; ·.t+"'ll,:1antc- ·=,n(:1 t"·:> ,.·tj."l'V ·t' ~:. _~ 'J .• .""._ ~_"""".J., .., ·_'~I-L~ ".' . "_' ., • ~... 5 c,\ .... J,J:7...... J"J •• '_. t:A. ___ ..,.'1 

•.:.'!....1t.hongl1 l)lac}.::s had corne North Tv\lith expectations f(:lr a, more 

Ilurn;:'.ne ;::md equal :3'j!::tern.. tIley· e1~.p~nence(i l:jra.rm:t.ticaHy 1<::-:=;::; . 
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them 11;3.d left the SOUtll in their ear1~;, 'lears.all of tll€'m had \I~lorked 
~ I . . ' 

TI"lhHe they went to school. all of tl1em v·lOrked in industrial plants and 

carne into contad ~rlith the CIO. t-';,qO oi them T,ty"ere CIO :3te...,~"':trds , and all of 

tll€'tn in one 'NaV or another nartidp;;:lJ..ed in the protest movements that 
I ~ • . ' 

For tile civil rights actions, the ministt?fs utilized tJl€'ir organizationa.1
1_, . ""' U 
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The perspedive d the grou.p was to acheive change TvVitilOut direct 
. ~ . 

action ::;truggle. eel's ne~,·vsl€'t.ter desdl)ed its ovY"'n focus as being "directed 

mainly to vlhite communitv leaders, both Dolitical ;:l.nd economic, to use 
- ,; - .I. . 

tll€-ir g(:'(II~l offices to end discriminatory practices." (14) Frustration \Alith 

the im.l.dequaql of this approach in fadng nWN situations reached it's 

hE+~ht in 1 '-j61, when t.l1e leadership of eel disol:ssed tile approach to J.e. 

I 

I 
I 

;:i ~2 ;:~ itl:::t. t.tle ,jpI\:trtrr1E.-Il t. :3t::)t~ . Tll~ !1'2!,ll ~2· r (:IU. I) £)ft) U_~2:l1 t. t(.! !~: ~ "l.llE' I" t.l1 e. - . 
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The CUIA represented a change in the civil rights mOT,lement. It 

GoordinaJ.ed the C/U communitv, for action from ~"itllin the bla(k 

(:ornmunity In 1961, it carried out a "l)()ycott and picketing of a hxal 

:3 t.ore . orE:3.nized and lead bv iocal negro ministers and other leaders of. ,_, r '-I 

the negro community·, supported so fa.r in an ovenvllelming manner 1);7 

t.he Ne!~T() communitv." (16) Tlle CUIA ca. reflJ.1t~,1 t)lanned the ad-ion. It"_, r • . , ... 

r.:.~~2:~:1.r(ii!1~~· wi€, 

;:n:.tl<.. rl ~.) ·;l~r ,:~ "C.!~:-i<-,(i !:)f t.irLle t.tla.t \/:,l..)iJi(i l)r(;t.~ct tlie ~)h:.l:~et.E:'rs ;:l.1j/1 ir!f.:.ft:3';~. :=.~ 
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entirelY ne',...... avenue of enmiO'lment for the black comrnunit.v.; .;. .~ ,. 

r.·v this time. tlle imDad v.,as felt throu!~·lK>u.t the commu.nit';,;-· . 
.,. ... .~ i 

Members of (:ongregations encouraged ministers 'who 'Nerenl involved 

vet to loot into becoming- in',To1vedJ 17) CUiA moboi1ized mass meetings
~ u' . v 

vv"hich (::';3.11e(i for full ())mmU!lit'>;l involvement and sUDJ)<)rt from both the 
-i .i. ... 

>Nllite and black communities. Hundreds of DeorJie turned out at eev.:h 
~ -

nwetin!~' (a.ned. The meetilW~were held ;jt various black churches:- ' ~ 

t.1irou!~·hout the (;.ommunitv . Tll()se minist.ers and churches most v i 

rl·l,::.r·· ' l·(·· '::(-'llrr~ l'1"lr-l11{,j''-r"l' . 1 ",0'::',1 TI E l~l";'1T~- "'-it (Jl1·T,16. l'-'1111ri '11lr ·l·' '::' r)' 1'[1 ' ' 
... ,_, ~• • ,- ,J. 'J"_ '_'.' _. ·_·v ·~ .1~ .~ _ • ...+V' .. . ,I .r::~-.r . . _. . j U. I' ~'J 1"f -r . '- • ~ _' _ . ' J .r 

i:. ';Iir Oi ··· 1r (·.r, ':'r' ~Ll'j, ···· ·~ "~-r..!j:;' ')'jO'::'TT
"'.L . ! I . 1,;'.1.·:,.11,.- :,' -..:" , ' _'.1-..':::' .j l__ ... I,1 -' .1 .) I 1"''' 'J ',' .w .

ChUfCI1 , 
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oPd'a,nization still functions t<)(iav to coordinate tile actions ()f blact
U I 

mini~:tE:-r~; in monitoring thE:- conditions in the Nortll End(t.1le primarv
,_, '. I 

black belt area of Cllampaign Countv) and Garrvim~: out actions in s1Jpnt)rt 
... '... I # '_ . ... .r'

of equal ri!2'ht:3 and t~ommllnitv' improvenient.... '_I I ... 

OUlef or!d:anizations Tv'l11icll haven t been named. but also plaved an '- - ...,. 

impo'rt.Z1.Ilt roie in the C/U civil rights stl"uggle induded: Central Illinois 

Relation:; Council of the Cit7 of Cl1ampai!;(fl, and thE:- Student-Communitv 
I ... '_" /0 
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from (rT·NninQ the land. "The- association als<) manv times blocked 
'_ ' f 

individual Afro-Am€'ricans from buying housing outside tlle North End 

a.rea. 

ThE:- ;1.ctions against tll€' fealtv board wefe (a.fried out bv a ,_, r • 

broad-ba.sed mixture of ministers, :3tudents .. blacK cornmunit.;l rn€'mb€'fs. 

Iluni::.ters ,:Hld cornmunity nl€'lnber:3 mobilizE.-d bail money .. railys, 

(; r~;::::}rl1;=: ~:1t.i()!l::, il1:-~ E:r C:()(:;3. -(: ~)l;~). ;:1.rl(i n:3.Il1:i:11er!11111 i)!:t.!)e.f ;;,I'sl11icl1 lia.(i ()u. t.l~t::. 1tl -. - 
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:3hift \,V;:l::; ;:l.fl inu)ort::1.flt fador in lle1Diil!:;~ ue;:l.t.e and maintain t.en:3iofl::; 
... '- '. 

C:HTied out d€-o'.:tiot1 campaigns., lobbying, and dired actions around the 

i ';:·C'Ue ()1- 3( ~-l('!(-"l ri':"';:-~i:Jret;1ati(:)tl
~.j •.J "J""J • ".J"J.".I' OJ" • v.....;".~ "'0 . 

',..·lhich continued toO be an important issue.. although generally not at the 

forefront of the nevIs until the late 1960's ~*llen actions around school 

i~; ::;ues used more militant tactics. Yet. . even in the ear1v 1960·s. "se;,;r.;::ral.. 

t 

ThE:
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(J.() t :~· r() o;"'·l jJ'f) U.fg=ier tiltS- sa.!rle C()Il(ii ti~)r1 ::; tliat. t.11e~l ~l'l~re f()r(.E?~J t(." 
~. _ i 

11) Uil·:la.il:·tl '.:.[ the dominati(.,n 1)[ tile ·1,·Vll1tE;- et~J)Ilomi(:. Si)cial. a.flo::i pOliti(:;:1.1 

potential for providing leadership and defining a course fOi :30dal change. 

community eiiort. "In a loud and dear voice the civil rights movement 

dem(:>!1strat.ed to those groups t.1lat organized. non-traditional politics was 

a viable metllod of social chan!~e , c:mable of brin2"ing about tlle desired,....; . . • ,_, '-I 

re:3ult::; fa.1' faster than traditional methods. Moreover, tlle civil rights 

7· ,rl'(' ~-' (,f i-}-li.:· '-" -()llt-l(l ~. ,..;.,:. t-·. t-,-··i.' '"'T-' h'-"""-l -'lc~ '-"1·- ti-l~ 1·!-lc t·1·t -,1"h f" !-1·='1· 
... .... J. ,_I, ,_· l.i. ' J",&, t ,.i, .1 '_ ' ;::' J. '. '_',_ '.+ .,11,' '_'.'_' k... !. "0" ';"'- ' . ' __ J... "=7 ...... (. . _ "':'J' ' 0 ' 'o·.L ' 0 - "_' . ' " _ . '_'i. '. ' :_'. 

. • . _. ; ._: .'. _ . ' .._ . • ..... _ .... . .' . __ _ i.. _ . . . . ..... _ _ .:._ '._ • . 1"' . ' . • '." - .: _ .,:- " - . ' :;. ' - +- . .i 
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utiliz€'d its tactics," (26) 

They' ;::,.1::'0 had a strong understanding oi tile black community, As 

a le;:';.der oi a congregation.. the Ininister ~N'8,s responsible for providing day 

t.o day guidance and for helping church members "\Alhen necessary , The 

Gomrnnnit"l ca,me mhim with the frustrations t!lev, ha.d '\.\{hen denied
,~ 

a.(CS'33 tj) facilities offered to v·lhite :3octetv,, This allo~Ned tile minister m 

understa,tlci the interests of tlle commu.nity he representkd and. therefore 

~.\F'C ':> hl~ t,') "()l'ltl'l'hllt''''' t,-) t1"l~ ,1~;;"~1()pr:''''1L>t-lr' '-'1- {· ' ':' ''l~·:· ~I (lr,:,·:;tiT.7~ '::r'+-'='r ' ' , I '_'. '_' _:1, ~.' .....J ' 0 "'.' ' ,' '.J . ' ...... _. ~..... Jl~·... '.+ '.' ('.- -. ~.'. .&. ; v.. .- '.' .... ot:="l_,.:..-IL . '. ' ._~ . 'J. '_I_ J-;;;;=: .... ,_, 01 . ' 

i,_i~ 7ir:; t::~. t.i rl!2' (ie r.,l~Ic!1:) 111S' Il t.. - . 

tJ°v.; ,
l),;::" .:: ;:rj:::~ ci f ra.c1::;t -:;llC1 E.- IIC€- 1tl tile ::;(:ll(:; (:~ls ,'; (2!:~:~) l.!l t ilE:- l '·;; f, Cf::; , 
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de~l'elop . coordinate.. a.nd lead creative approaches to the tl€,,:/v tou.gh 

challenge::; tha.t lay ahead in the struggle to create a just. and equal 

s<xietv., 
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