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Letter 
ID 

Sector 
 

Organization/Individual 
 

PCC 
Site 

Page 

 
Financial Support 

001 State 
Illinois Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity 

 4 

002 University University of Illinois, CITES  6 
003 City Urbana City Council resolution  7 
004 City Champaign City Council resolution  9 
005 School District Champaign Unit 4 School District  11 
006 Business Champaign Telephone Company  14 
007 Mass Transit C-U Mass Transit District  16 
008 Sanitary District Urbana Champaign Sanitary District  18 
009 Libraries Lincoln Trails Library System  20 
010 School District Urbana School District 116  22 
011 University Vice Chancellor for Public Engagement  24 

 
Government Support 
100  UC2B Intergovernmental Agreement  25 
101 U.S. Representative Tim Johnson  37 
102 State Representative Naomi Jakobsson  38 
103 County Administration Champaign County Board  40 
104 Contiguous City Village of Savoy  41 
105 City Services City of Champaign  42 

 
Community Partners and Support 
201 Library Champaign Public Library Yes 43 
202 Library Urbana Free Library Yes 47 
009 Libraries Lincoln Trails Library System  20 
211 Community center - youth Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club Yes 49 

212 Community center 
Urbana Champaign Independent Media 
Center 

Yes 50 

221 Community Coalition CU Open Access Coalition  52 
222 Community coalition CU On the Net  54 
223 Community coalition CU Area Project  55 
224 Community non-profits United Way  56 
231 Faith-based CC Bethel Church Yes 57 
232 Faith-based CC Central Illinois Mosque & Islamic Ctr  58 
233 Faith-based CC Muslim American Society Comm Ctr Yes 60 
234 Faith-based coalition Ministerial Alliance  61 
105 City Services City of Champaign  42 
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Vulnerable Populations
301 
 

Physically/Mentally 
Challenged 

Developmental Service Center 
 

Yes 62 

321 Women A Woman's Place Yes 64 
322 Women Center for Women in Transition Yes 66 
331 Low-income, women Sisternet  67 
332 Low-income Ted Adkisson  69 
333 Low-income Christian Social Action Forum  70 
334 Low-income Urban Planning, Ken Salo  71 
011 Low-income Vice Chancellor for Public Engagement  24 
341 Youth – Latino New Horizons  72 
211 Youth – low-income Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club Yes 49 
351 Diasporian – Chinese Hui Yan  73 
352 Diasporian – Latino Latino Partnership  74 
353 Diasporian – Japanese Aiko Takazawa  75 
354 Diasporian – Korean Korean Cultural Center of Champaign  76 
361 Seniors Champaign County Nursing Home Yes 77 

362 Seniors 
Housing Authority of Champaign 
County (HACC) Skelton Place 

Yes 78 

362 Seniors HACC Columbia Place Yes 78 
362 Seniors HACC Steer Place Yes 78 
362 Seniors HACC Washington Square Yes 78 
363 Seniors Clark-Lindsey Village Yes 80 
364 Seniors Prairie Winds of Urbana Yes 81 

 
Job and Business Development
401 Apprentice Program Champaign Telephone Company  82 
402 Job Training Parkland, Digital Divide CTC Yes 83 

 
Public Safety
501 Emergency Response METCAD  84 
502 Fire Urbana Fire Department  85 
007 Transportation C-U Mass Transit District  16 

 
Healthcare Services
601 Hospital Carle Foundation Hospital  86 

602 Consumer Group 
Champaign County Health Care 
Consumers 

 87 

008 Sanitary District Urbana Champaign Sanitary District  18 
 
Education

701 University - lead institution 
Graduate School of Library & 
Information Science 

 88 

702 University  Community Informatics Initiative  90 
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703 University Office of the Provost  91 
711 University Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs  92 
712 University Illinois Promise Student Services  93 
713 University Office of Minority Student Affairs  95 
721 Community College Parkland Community College Yes 98 
005 K-12 Schools Champaign Unit 4 School District  Yes 11 
010 K-12 Schools Urbana School District 116 Yes 22 

 
Media, Arts and Business
801 Television/Radio WILL  99 
802 Radio WEFT  100 
811 Arts – Music  UIUC Mo’ Betta Music Program  102 
812 Arts Arts Editor, Justine Bursoni  103 
813 Arts Regional Inquiry Studio  104 
821 Bank Busey Bank  105 
822 Business Ploughman Analytics  106 

 
Service Providers 
901 IP Service Consolidated Communications  107 
902 IP Service Champaign Telephone Company  108 

 
Could not be implemented “but for” federal assistance 

1000 University 
Office of the Provost, Budgets & 
Resource Planning 

 109 
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Pa" ed, August 3. 2009 

RESOLUTION NO . 2 009-07 - 026R 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING 
THE SUBMITTAL OF GRANT REQUESTS IN PARTNERSHIP 

WITH THE CITY OF CHAMPAIGN AND THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
FOR THE URBANA-CHAMPAIGN BIG BROADBAND (UC2B) PROJECT 

WHEREAS, t he Ci ty of Urbana is committed to the expansion of broadband 

capabilities to the community and has demonstrated this commitment through 

its support of t he projects and programs of t he C- U Cable and 

Tel~comrnunications Commiss ion; and 

WHEREAS, t he United States government is promoting the expansion of 

broadband capabilities t o certain areas through a l ocal grants prog ram under 

the ~erican Re cove ry and Rein ves tment Act; a nd 

WH EREAS , the State of Illinois is offering financi a l s uppor t to cover a 

port ion of t he American Recovery a nd Re i nvestment Act funded broadband 

project matching costs; and 

WHEREAS, the Urbana - Champa ign Big Br oadband (UC2BJ Project has been 

f or med in a collaborative effort of the City of Urba na , City of Champaign, 

and t he Un i versity of Illinois at Ur.bana - Champaign to prepare a grant 

application to pursue development of broadband capabil i ties , including t he 

construction of infrastructure fo r the larger community , t he installat ion 

"fiber to t he home " capabilities for under served areas, and associated publ ic 

education and train i ng ef f ort s; and 

WH EREAS, s uccessful participation in this gra nt program would benefit 

the City o~ Urbana and its residents and t he larger community by providing 

for improved Internet access and capabilities and resulting in improvements 

in the l ives of residents and in the o verall economic development potent ial 

of the area ; and 
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WH8R8AS , participation i n the Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband project is 

consistent with the goals and policies of the City of Urbana; and 

WHEREAS, the Urbana City Council desires to express its support for t he 

grant application to be submitted by the Urbana Champaign Big Broadband 

Project. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , that we, the me~rs of the City Council 

of t he City of Urbana, do hereby endorse the "Urbana Champaign Big Broadband 

Project" and will work to ensur e co:npliance with the grant requirements, 

including the City ' s equitable share of the local match required by the 

granting agencies i n the form of both financial commitment and in-kind 

services in an amount up to but not to exceed $567,000. 

BE IT fURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution, duly adopted , 

s hall be sent to the g~anting agencies as evidence of City of Urbana suP?Ort 

of the grant appl i cations. 

PASSED by the City Council this 3rd da y of ___ A!!u!!:99C"!!" .~t,-___ _ 

2009 

APPROVED 

+ &~hYl~ C!.f>--r-.... 
by the Mayor this 4th day O f~:::5~~~A~u~u~s~t:~~~===t~ __ 

2009 

MayO~() 
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PUlled: ",ugu.:st J, 2009 

RESOLU'l'ION NO. 2009-08-027R 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THJ! Ml'.YOR TO SIGN AN INTlI:RGOVElUIMENTAL 
AGREEM2NT WITH THJ! UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AND THE CITY OF 

CHAMPAIGN REGARDING THE BIG BROADBAND CONSORTIUM (UC2BI 

WHEREAS, the City of Urbana (hereinafter "the City" , an Illinois 

munici pal co rporation, has a population of 25,000 and is a home rule unit 

pursuant to Article VII, §6 of the Constitution of the State of Illinois of 

1970 and 65 ILCS 5/ 1-1- 9; and 

WHEREAS, Article VII, §10 of the Constitution o f the State of Illinois 

o( 1970 and the I llinois Inte r governmental Cooperation Act, 5 ILC5 220/1 et 

seq., allows the City to enter into agreements, with other governmental 

entities , which provide for mutual cooperation: and 

WH EREAS , the Ci ty, the Board of Trustees of the University of IllinOis , 

and the City of Champaign , an Il l inois municipal corporation, a ll are 

committed to the principles of intergovernmental cooperation: and 

WHEREAS, , the parties ' in t ention is to seek grants under the American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act (" ARRA" ) fo r the deve l opment and const r uction 

of a broadband project to serve "underserved" areas within the Urbana-

Chal!lpaign community as generally described in the "Urbana-Champaign Bi g 

Broadband Proposal" dated July 21, 2009 ("UC2B Proposal") , and consistent 

with the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Project Categories as set 

forth in the "Notice of Funds Avai l ability - fa ct Sheet - July, 2009" a nd the 

Notice of funds Avai l ability issued by the Department of Commerce f or the for 

the Broadband Technology Oppor tunities Program; and 

WHEREAS, in order to de ve lop and operate a coordinated broadband 

system, it is necessary to establish a system consortiUm; and 

WHEREAS, the mjss ion of such a consortium is to : 

Page 1 o f 2 
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1 . Build multiple backbone rings identified in t he 
Proposal; 

2. Build a Fiber to the Premise (FTTP) infrastructure in 
t he thi r ty-five (35) "underserved" census block 
groups identified in the Proposa l; 

3. Provide fiber and develop options for providing e 
Internet services to the F'fTP customers ; 

1\. Build the latera l fiber connections to schools, fire 
stations, senior living facilities, community 
technology centers and othe r private fiber l ocations; 

5. Activate fiber services t o the UC2 B partners and 
investors; 

6. Complete the construction of the physical elements of 
the project by November of 2012; 

1. Operate the system developed pursuant to 
intergovernmental agreement for the benefit of the 
community; and 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to commit itself to the coopera tive c r eation 

of such a consortium . 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RES OLVED by the City Council o f the City of 

Urbana , Illinois, a s follows: 

That the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign , on behalf of the City of 

Urbana , the Intergovernmental Agreement Pr oviding f or the Creation of the 

Urba na-Cha mpaign Big Broadband System Consortium (attached hereto and fully 

incorporated herein). Said Agreement shall be in effect immediately upon 

execution by all parties . 

PASSED by the City Council this __ ~3~r~dc-_ day of _______ !A~u~g~u±s~t ________ __ 

2009 

APPROVED by the Mayor this 

2009 . 
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247

UC2B Letter ID #004 Financial Support Page 9



248

UC2B Letter ID #004 Financial Support Page 10



249

UC2B Letter ID #004 Financial Support Page 11



LETTER OF INTENT

FOR PROVISIONING OF INDEFEASIBLE RIGHTS OF USE IN THE UC2B FIBER OPTIC
NETWORK

The Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband Consortium [UC2B] and Champaign
Unit 4 Schools ("Customer") intend to enter into a Definitive
Agreement as outlined in this Letter of Intent. Customer intends to
purchase an Indefeasible Right of Use (IRU) for dark fiber on the UC2B
network.

The parties to this Letter of Intent will endeavor to finalize and
execute a definitive agreement defining the transaction, which shall
include the terms below, and such other provisions as may be mutually
agreed upon.

The transaction shall include the purchase of an IRU for the
provisioning of fibers within UC2B's network (see Exhibit A attached),
including installation, testing, and maintenance for the term of the
IRU and any other requirements mutually agreed upon. The twenty (20)
proposed Customer locations to be connected to UC2B fiber are itemized
on page two of Exhibit B.

Customer agrees to pay a one-time charge of $622,556.51 which will
include the installation and testing of four (4) fiber strands on the
entire length of UC2B fiber ring #1, four (4) fiber strands on the
entire length of UC2B fiber ring #2, four (4) fiber strands on the
entire length of UC2B fiber ring #3, four (4) fiber strands on the
entire length of UC2B fiber ring #4, and the construction of single
lateral fiber builds from the closest splice point on a UC2B fiber
ring to the Customer's facilities. Of that total one-time charge,
$390,000.00 shall be for the construction of the single lateral fiber
connections into twenty (20) locations and $232,556.51 shall be for
the 20-year IRU. Additionally, Customer agrees to pay an annual fiber
maintenance charge of $31,055.65 for the length of the IRU agreement.

The one-time payment may be made in three (3) equal payments of
$207,518.84 each. The first payment is due on January 10, 2010. The
second Payment is due on October 10, of 2010, and the final payment lS

due on October 10, of 2011.

250

UC2B Letter ID #005 Financial Support Page 12



UC2B estimates the delivery of all the fibers identified in the IRU on
or about October 15, 2011. Should any fiber rings be available before
then, UC2B shall make Customer fiber strands available to Customer as
soon as the ring and the lateral construction is completed and the
fiber is tested.

This Letter of Intent is intended to be a statement of the mutual
interest of the parties with respect to a possible transaction and is
subject to execution and delivery of a mutually satisfactory
definitive services agreement. Nothing herein shall constitute a
binding commitment of either party except for the agreements in this
section. The parties will become legally obligated with respect to the
transaction only in accordance with the terms contained in the
definitive services agreement relating thereto if, as and when such
document has been executed and delivered by the parties.

This Letter of Intent will be honored until the expiration date which
shall be 12 months after execution.

day of ~

1!tJhL4 or- p:c/ t-c ~---
•

Champaign Unit 4 Schools

2009.

0"''''-(/1'' W - ~ !',..ul--<.-/
Name (printed)

pgl£I" I ()£----

Title
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The Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband Consortium [UC2B] and Champaign Telephone Company

("Customer") intend to enter into a Definitive Agreement as outlined in this Letter of Intent. Customer

intends to purchase an Indefeasible Right of Use (IRU) for dark fiber on the UC2B network.

The parties to this Letter of Intent will endeavor to finalize and execute a definitive agreement defining

the transaction, which shall include the terms below, and such other provisions as may be mutually

agreed upon.

The transaction shall include the purchase of an IRU for the provisioning of fibers within UC2B's network

(see Exhibit A attached), including installation, testing, and maintenance for the term of the IRU and any

other requirements mutually agreed upon. The proposed seven (7) Customer locations to be connected

to UC2B fiber are itemized on page two of Exhibit B.

Customer agrees to pay a one-time charge of $587,697.53 which will include the installation and testing

of four (4) fiber strands on the entire length of UC2B fiber ring #1, four (4) fiber strands on the entire

length of UC2B fiber ring #2, four (4) fiber strands on the entire length of UC2B fiber ring #3, four (4)

fiber strands on the entire length of UC2B fiber ring #4, four (4) fiber strands on the entire length of

UC2B fiber ring #5, four (4) fiber strands on the entire length of UC2B fiber ring #6, four (4) fiber

strands on the entire length of UC2B fiber ring #7, and the construction of single lateral fiber builds from

the closest splice point on a UC2B fiber ring to the Customer's facilities. Of that total one-time charge,

$210,000.00 shall be for the construction of the single lateral fiber connections into seven (7) locations

and $377,697.53 shall be for the 20-year IRU. Additionally, Customer agrees to pay an annual fiber

maintenance charge of $41,969.75 for the length of the IRU agreement.

The one-time payment may be made in three (3) equal payments of $195,899.18 each. The first

payment is due on January 10, 2010. The second Payment is due on October 10, of 2010, and the final

payment is due on October 10 of 2011.
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UC2B estimates the delivery of all the fibers identified in the IRU on or about October 15, 2011. Should

any fiber rings be available before then, UC2B shall make Customer fiber strands available to Customer

as soon as the ring and the lateral construction is completed and the fiber is tested.

This Letter of Intent is intended to be a statement of the mutual interest of the parties with respect to a

possible transaction and is subject to execution and delivery of a mutually satisfactory definitive services

agreement. Nothing herein shall constitute a binding commitment of either party except for the

agreements in this section. The parties will become legally obligated with respect to the transaction only

in accordance with the terms contained in the definitive services agreement relating thereto if, as and

when such document has been executed and delivered by the parties.

Accepted this /7,/ day of;4 V1 ~ LA 7f 2009.

,J4;~h~ ~C;/~ r
Customer Signature Name (printed)
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LETTER OF INTENT 

FOR INSTALLING FIBER CONECTIONS TO THE UC2B FIBER OPTIC NETWORK 

The Urbana·Champa;gn Big Broadband Consortium [UCZ8] and Lincoln Trail Libraries 
System ("Customer") intend to enter into a Definitive Agreement as outlined in this 
Letter of Intent. Customer intends to purchase fiber connections to the UC28 network 
and to then purchase Internet services andl or fayer-two transport serv ices over that 
network. 

I . DEFINITIVE AGREEMENT 

The parties to this Letter of Intent will endeavor to finalize and execute a definitive 
agreement defining the transaction, which shaft include the terms below, and such 
other provisions as may be mutuaffy agreed upon. 

II . TRANSACTION DESCRIPTION 

The transaction shalf include the use of fiber infrastructure between Customer 
iocation and UCZB's network Ring #1 (see Exhibit A attached), including instaUation, 
testing, recurring maintenance and any other requirements mutua fly agreed upon. 
The proposed one (1) Customer location to be connected to UCZB fiber is itemized on 
page two of Exhibit B. 

/If . PRICING 

Customer agrees to pay a one-time charge of $30,000.00, which will include the 
installation and testing of fiber strands between the Customer locations and the 
nearest splice point an the UC2B network. Of that total one-time charge, the entire 
$30,000.00 shall be for the construction of the single lateral fiber connections into one 
(1) location. Additionally, Customer agrees to pay an annual fiber maintenance 
charge of $600.00 for the length of the agreement . 

IV. PAYMENT 

The one-time charge may be paid in three (3) equal payments of $10,000 each . The 
first payment is due on January 10, 2010. The second Payment is due on October 10, of 
2010, and the final payment is due on October 10 of 201 1. 

v. TERM 

To be determined by Customer and UC2B. 

Urbana-Champa ign Big Broadband Consortium - Letter of Intent Page 1 
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VI. DELIVERY SCHEDULE 

UC28 estimates the deHvery of all the fibers identUied in the Agreement on or about 
October 15, 2010. Should the fiber ring be ova Hable before then, UC28 shall make 
layer two services available to Customer as soon as the dng and the lateral 
construction are completed and the fiber is tested. 

VII. LEGAL EFFECT 

This Letter of Intent is intended to be a statement of the mutual interest of the 
parties with respect to a possible transaction and is subject to execution and delivery 
0/ a mutually saOs/actory definitive services agreement. NotMng herein shall 
constitute a binding commitment of either party except for the agreements in this 
section. The parties will become legally obHgated with respect to the transaction only 
in accordance with the terms contained in the definitive services agreement relating 
thereto if, as and when such document has been executed and delivered by the 
parties. 

VIII. EXPIRATION DATE 

This Letter of Intent will be honored until the expiration date which shall be 12 
months after execution. 

Accepted this _____ day 01 ________ 2009. 

Urbana·Champaign Big Broadband Consortium Name (printed) 

Accepted this 12th day 01 _-,A",u"g",u",s t>-_ 2009. 

Jan Ison 
Name (printed) 

Executive Director 
Lincoln Trail Libraries System Title 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Office of the Vice Chancellor for Public Engagement

Swanlund Administration Building
601 East John Street
Champaign, lL 61820

Mike Smeltzer
Director of Networking
Campus Information Technologies and Educational Services (CITES)
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
2101 Digital Computer Laboratory, MC-256
1304 West Springfield Avenue
Urbana, Illinois 61801

I am pleased to provide this letter of support for the Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband
(UC2B) proposal to the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program, National
Telecommunications Information Administration, Department of Commerce, for stimulus
funding to provide broadband access to underserved areas, including more than 15,000 low
income households, of Champaign County. Expanded broadband access would be a
tremendous asset for the community and will help foster further economic development in
the county.

My office, with support from the Office of the Chancellor, will provide annual support of
$60,000 for this project for a period of five years, subject to availability of funds. Our
budget decisions are made on an annual basis and availability of funds may change from
year to year. The commitment is contingent upon funding being awarded to UC2B project.
Further, if the proposal is funded at a level less than the requested amount our contribution
will be reduced proportionally.

I wish you and the Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) Consortium all the best for
this important project.

Steven T. Sonka
Interim Vice Chancellor
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT PROVIDING 

 FOR THE CREATION OF THE 

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN BIG BROADBAND SYSTEM CONSORTIUM 

 

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered by and between the City of Champaign, a municipal 
corporation,  the City of Urbana, a municipal corporation, and the Board of Trustees of the 
University of Illinois (“University of Illinois”), all with offices in Champaign County, Illinois, and 
collectively referred to as "Parties”. 
 
WHEREAS, Section 10 of Article VII of the Illinois Constitution of 1970 and the Illinois 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 5 ILCS 220/1 et seq. enables the parties here to enter into 
agreements among themselves and provide authority for intergovernmental cooperation; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the parties find it to be in the best interest to the City of Champaign, the City of 
Urbana, and the University of Illinois to develop and operate a coordinated countywide 
broadband system; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the parties are committed to the principles of intergovernmental cooperation; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the parties’ intention is to seek grants under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (“ARRA”) for the development and construction of a broadband project to 
serve “underserved” areas within the Champaign-Urbana community as generally described in 
the “Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband Proposal” dated July 21, 2009 (“UC2B Proposal”), 
attached hereto and incorporated by reference herein (“Proposal”); and consistent with the 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program Project Categories as set forth in the “Notice of 
funds Availability – Fact Sheet – July, 2009”, which is attached hereto and the Notice of Funds 
Availability issued by the Department of Commerce for the for the Broadband Technology 
Opportunities Program; and  
 
WHEREAS, in order to develop and operate a coordinated broadband system, it is necessary to 
establish a system consortium; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the mission of such a consortium is to: 
 
1. Build multiple backbone rings identified in the Proposal; 
2. Build a Fiber to the Premise (FTTP) infrastructure in the thirty-five (35) “underserved” 

census block groups identified in the Proposal; 
3. Provide fiber and develop options for providing e Internet services to the FTTP customers; 
4. Build the lateral fiber connections to schools, fire stations, senior living facilities, community 

technology centers and other private fiber locations; 
5. Activate fiber services to the UC2B partners and investors; 
6. Complete the construction of the physical elements of the project by November of 2012; 
7. Operate the system developed pursuant to this Agreement for the benefit of the community. 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide generally for structure, operations and joint funding of the 
consortium; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the parties desire that the system be operated and managed with clear lines of 
authority for implementing policies to achieve the mission and goals of a consortium as set forth 
and as articulated from time to time by the parties; and, 
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NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 
 
SECTION 1.  DEFINITIONS 

 
a)  “Consortium” means the Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband System Consortium (UC2B), 

consisting of the members, equipment, personnel, and programs established by and 
operating pursuant to this Agreement and created to perform the tasks necessary to 
establish and maintain the broadband system developed under this Agreement. 

 
b) “Consortium Coordinator” is an employee of the Lead Agency charged by the Lead Agency 

with the responsibility of administering, supervising, managing and directing the activities, 
programs, and employees assigned to the Consortium in order to successfully construct, 
maintain, and operate the system. 

 
c) “Consortium Staff” means staff of the Lead Agency who are assigned work on Consortium 

activities under the direction of the Consortium Coordinator. 
 
d) “Grant Agreements” means those agreements entered into pursuant to the ARRA grants 

made available under the general terms of the “Notice of Funds Availability – Fact Sheet –   
July, 2009”, attached hereto. 

 
e) “Lead Agency” means the party designated by the members, pursuant to this Agreement as 

the party having overall responsibility for Consortium operations on an ongoing basis in 
accordance with the policies established by the Policy Committee and this Agreement.  The 
parties acknowledge that the “Lead Agency” may be different for different parts of the overall 
undertaking. 

 
f)   “Members” mean the City of Champaign, Illinois; the City of Urbana, Illinois; and the 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; and such other members who become 
signatories to the Agreement. 

 
g) “Party (or Member) in Good Standing” means a member that has not delivered a notice of its 

intent to withdraw from this Agreement or for which the Policy Committee has not issued a 
notice of payment default. 

 
h) “Policy Committee” means the body created by this Agreement to approve the budget for 

the Consortium, to develop cooperative approaches regarding area wide broadband 
construction and operation and the concerns of each party, and to perform such other 
functions as are set forth in this Agreement. 

 
i) “Program” means the design, construction, and operation of a fiber optic system in the 

Bradley Avenue Corridor and adjacent areas designed and operated to serve underserved, 
unserved and vulnerable populations as required by the terms of the ARRA grant. 

 
j) “System” means a series of fiber optic rings constructed as an open network, and including 

all fiber connections to the premises constructed, operated by, or controlled by the 
Consortium, and includes broadband infrastructure, public computer center projects that 
expand computer center capacity at entities that permit public use of computer assets, and 
sustainable broadband projects that promote broadband demand. 

 
k) “Technical Committee” means the body created by this Agreement to provide technical 

advice and recommendations to the Policy Committee. 
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SECTION 2.  CONSORTIUM CREATED 

 
a) The parties hereby create the Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband System Consortium, an 

undertaking to operate a communitywide broadband system.  The Consortium is created to 
construct, develop and operate a coordinated system.  Service from Consortium and access 
to Consortium services shall be in accordance with this Agreement. 

 
b) The Consortium shall be a unit of the Lead Agency, subject to the Lead Agency’s policies 

and procedures, except as otherwise specified in the Agreement.  The parties hereby 
authorize and direct the Lead Agency to operate pursuant to this Agreement, and the Lead 
Agency hereby agrees to operate pursuant to this Agreement. 

 
SECTION 3.  CONSORTIUM MISSION 

 
The mission of the Consortium and its members is to: 
 
a) Coordinate the construction of the Program and implement connections as required by the 

Grant Agreements; 
 
b) Lead development effort for connection to the system; 
 
c)   Establish standards for quality of all connections; 
 
d) Maintain system records and make such records accessible to all members; 
 
e) Provide all members access to the system; 
 
f) Establish and maintain the system, including an operational budget; 
 
g) Provide system administration and ongoing system support, upgrades, and maintenance for 

Consortium-controlled assets; 
 
h) Provide services to members in accord with a work plan approved by the Policy Committee; 
 
i) Promote use of the system; 
 
j) Establish operational, administrative, and procedural policy as related to the system 

operations. 
 
SECTION 4.  POLICY COMMITTEE CREATED 

 
The Policy Committee is hereby created in accordance with the following provisions: 
 

a)  Membership.   
 
(i) The Policy Committee shall be comprised of two (2) members to be designated by the 
Chancellor of the University of Illinois and by each of the Chief Administrative Officers of other 
members.  Additionally, the Chair of the Technical Committee shall be an ex officio voting 
member of the Policy Committee.  The designation shall be made in writing and sent to the 
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Chancellor and the Chief Administrative Officer of the other members.  These shall be voting 
representatives.   
(ii) Additionally, there shall be one (1) non-voting representative of the non-governmental sector, 
and one (1) non-voting representative of small or specialized governmental users.  Both of 
these non-voting representatives shall be appointed by the Chair and approved by the Policy 
Committee and shall serve for a three-year term. 
 
b)  Voting.  In those matters required by this Agreement to be decided by the Policy Committee, 
unless otherwise specified in this Agreement, the proposition voted upon shall not be 
considered approved unless it receives an affirmative vote from at least a majority of Policy 
Board members or such greater percentage vote specified in this Agreement of all voting 
members of the Policy Committee in good standing. 
 
c)  Quorum.  A quorum shall consist of a majority of voting representatives of the Policy 
Committee members in good standing. 
 
d)  Unanimous Vote.  In those matters required by this Agreement to be decided by a 
unanimous vote of the Policy Committee, a proposition shall not be considered adopted unless 
it receives an affirmative vote from the voting representative of each and every member that is 
in good standing at the time of the vote. 
 
e)  Representative’s Substitute.  A member’s designated representative to the Policy Committee 
may select a designated voting representative to serve in the designated representative’s 
absence. 
 
f)  Regularity of Meetings.  The Policy Committee shall meet at least monthly.  Other meetings 
may be called at the request of the Policy Committee Chair or any two (2) of the voting 
members’ representatives on the Policy Committee. 
 
g) Open Meetings Act.  The Policy Committee shall adhere to the requirements of the state’s 
Open Meetings Act. 
 
SECTION 5.  POLICY COMMITTEE FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
The Policy Committee shall have the following functions and responsibilities: 
 

a)  Mission/By-Laws/Committees.  The Policy Committee shall have the authority to adopt a 
mission statement, to enact procedural by-laws governing or directing the activities of the 
Consortium, provided such mission statement and by-laws do not conflict with the terms of this 
Agreement, and to create such committees as it deems advisable. 
 
b)  Officers.  The Policy Committee shall elect a Chair and such officers as it deems advisable 
from among the voting representatives of the members, said election to occur every two (2) 
years in June, unless a vacancy sooner occurs, in which case the election shall occur within 
thirty (30) days after the vacancy.   
 
c)  General Responsibilities.  The Policy Committee is responsible for approving:  policy, 
priorities, budget, work plan, and technical standards. 
 
d)  Budget.   
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i)  The Policy Committee shall, by an affirmative vote of five (5) of the seven (7) voting 
members:   
 
    1) annually approve a budget; and  
    2) approve amendments to said budget and expenditures as from time to time deemed  
        necessary by the parties.   
 
ii) The tentative budget for each year shall be submitted by the Lead Agency to the Policy 
Committee during March of each year.   
 
iii) Unless a new budget is approved by July 1st of any year, the last previously approved 
budget shall continue from year to year. 
 
iv) The format of the budget shall conform to the format of the Lead Agency’s budget unless 
otherwise directed by vote of the Policy Committee. 
 
e)  Funding Formula.  The Policy Committee shall annually on or before February 1 of each 
year, by a unanimous vote, approve the funding formula to determine the parties’ share of 
expenses for Consortium operations, provided, however, that the most recently approved cost-
sharing formula shall continue unless amended by the unanimous vote of the parties. 
 
f)  Intergovernmental Agreement.  The Policy Committee may approve contracts with other 
governmental entities to provide some or all of Consortium services on a contractual basis. 
 
g)  Purchases.  The Policy Committee may approve contracts for the purchase of goods or 
services with units of federal, state and local units of government, private corporations, not-for-
profit organizations, partners and individuals.  All such purchases shall be made in accordance 
with the purchasing policies of the Lead Agency.   
 
h)  Gifts.  The Policy Committee may approve the application for agreements for the receipt by 
the Consortium of grants, loans, gifts, bequests, funding, in-kind services from federal, state and 
local units of government, and from public and private sources. 
 
i)   Lead Agency.  The Policy Committee may designate the Lead Agency by at least a two-
thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of all voting members, provided that no members shall be 
designated Lead Agency without its consent, and provided further that, unless the parties agree 
otherwise, no change in the Lead Agency shall take place without at least one hundred and 
eighty (180) days’ prior notice prior to the beginning of the next fiscal year of the current Lead 
Agency. 
 
j)  Technical Committee.  The Policy Committee shall appoint the Technical Committee.  Each 
voting Policy Committee member, except the ex-officio Technical Committee Chair, may appoint 
up to two (2) persons to the Technical Committee, one of whom shall be designated as the 
voting representative of the member.  The Policy Committee member may authorize an 
alternate Technical Committee voting representative to vote when its regular member is absent 
for the Technical Committee meeting. 
 
k)  Role of the Technical Committee.  

 
 i)  The Technical Committee shall make recommendations to the Policy Committee 

concerning: 
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1)   Hardware requirements; 
2)   Software requirements; 
3)   Networking; 
4 )  Standards; 
5)   Other aspects of the system as requested by the Policy Committee. 
 

 ii)  Recommendations of the Technical Committee shall be by majority vote, though 
consensus of all voting participants is desirable. 
 

 iii)  Prior to the purchase of equipment related to the infrastructure, software or hardware 
or the adoption of technical standards that has the potential to impact members’ 
operations or the overall operation of the infrastructure, the Technical Committee shall 
seek input and concurrence from all members prior to recommending the purchase, or 
recommending a technical standard. 

 
l)  Fee Policies.  The Policy Committee shall have the authority to set fees for usage of the 
system by a majority vote of voting members.   
 
SECTION 6.  LEAD AGENCY DESIGNATED 

 
The initial Lead Agency for the purposes of applying for, receiving and administering any grant 
under ARRA shall be the University of Illinois. 
 
The parties agree to meet to determine the Lead Agency for the purposes of administering or 
performing the operational phases of the grant, and ultimately the Lead Agency for the 
administrative and continuation of the Consortium activities. 
 
SECTION 7.  LEAD AGENCY DUTIES 

 
The Lead Agency shall be responsible for, and is hereby empowered to take, all actions to 
support the overall operation of Consortium and its affairs in accordance with this Agreement 
and the mission, goals and objectives approved by the Policy Committee.  These duties include, 
but are not limited to: 
 

a) Employing and supervising all personnel assigned to the Consortium in accordance with 
 the Lead Agency’s policies and procedures, including, but not limited to, hiring, firing, 
 disciplining, establishing incentives, benefits, negotiations with unions, and all other 
 employment decisions. 

 
b)  Directing the management and supervision of all employees assigned to Consortium 

 duties in accordance with the policies and procedures of the Lead Agency. 
 
c)  Incurring and paying, on the behalf of the members and in accordance with this 

 Agreement and Consortium’s approved budget, all Consortium expenses. 
 
d)  Entering into all contracts, lease and procurement agreements in accordance with this 

Agreement, the approved budget, and the policies and procedures of the Lead Agency, 
including the acquisition of interests in real property as necessary to complete the 
Project. 
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e)  Expending funds in accordance with the Consortium’s approved budget.  Purchasing 
 shall be conducted in accordance with the Consortium approved budget and the 
 purchasing policies and procedures of the Lead Agency. 

 
f)  Providing all personnel administration, financial support staff, insurance, legal advice 

 and management support and services in accordance with this Agreement and the 
 approved Consortium budget and the policies and procedures of the Lead Agency. 

 
g)  Billing and collecting from each member its share of the cost of Consortium’s operations 

 as provided in this Agreement and the approved annual budget and work plan of 
 Consortium. 

 
h)  Overseeing the establishment and implementation of policies and procedures at the 

 Consortium staff level to implement the mission, goals, and work plan of the Consortium. 
 
i)  Developing a proposed annual budget and work plan and administering the approved 

 budget, expenditures, and work plan in accordance with this Agreement. 
 
j)  Providing staff support, including the recording and distribution of minutes for the 

 Consortium Policy and Technical Committee, and bringing policy/technical issues to the 
 committees as appropriate. 

 
k)   Providing necessary office space, furnishings, equipment, hardware, software, and 

 technical support for the Consortium to operate. 
 
l)  Providing generally for the audit, accounting for, receipt, and custody of consortium 

 funds.  
 
The Lead Agency shall be entitled to reimbursement for the costs it incurs in performing these 
functions, which costs shall be included in Consortium’s budget, as amended from time to time 
in accordance with this Agreement.  The formula for cost reimbursement shall be established as 
part of the funding formula. 
 
SECTION 8.  MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
Each member shall: 
 
a)  Utilize the system only in accordance with Consortium policies; 
 
b)  Provide two (2) people to serve as active voting representatives on the Policy      
     Committee; 
 
c) Provide at least one (1) staff person to serve as an active voting representative for  
      the Technical Committee. 
 
d) Provide information on a regular or as needed basis to the Consortium in order to maintain 

current information necessary for the Consortium to fulfill its mission; 
 
e)   Pay for Consortium activities in accordance with this Agreement. 
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SECTION 9.  FINANCES 

 

a)  Contributions.  Each party shall be responsible for contributing to the Consortium budget and 
expenses based on a cost-sharing formula established from time to time by the members.  Any 
change in the formula may be made by a unanimous vote of the parties’ voting representatives 
on the Policy Committee. The initial approved cost-sharing formula will be attached as Exhibit A” 
after approval of the Policy Committee as set forth in this subjection.  The most recently 
approved cost-sharing formula shall continue unless amended by unanimous vote of the parties. 
 
b)  Records.  The Lead Agency shall maintain financial records regarding Consortium 
operations and finances in accordance with generally accepted governmental accounting 
standards, which records shall be available at the Lead Agency’s finance offices for inspection 
by any of the parties during regular business hours. 
 
c) Invoices.  The Lead Agency shall invoice each member on the first day of each quarter for 
the next quarter’s service for its share of Consortium costs based on the approved cost sharing 
formula  
 
d) Payment.  Members shall pay said bills within thirty (30) days of receipt of an invoice for the 
same. 
 
e) Audit.  Consortium financial records shall be audited on an annual basis by the outside 
accountant used by the Lead Agency for its other audits and the cost of such audit shall be 
considered an operating expense of Consortium. 
 
f) University.  All commitments by the University are subject to constitutional and statutory 
restrictions and limitations binding upon the University and to the availability of funds which may 
be lawfully applied thereto. 
 
g)  Fiscal Year.  Consortium’s fiscal year shall be from July 1 to June 30. 
 
SECTION 10.  RIGHT-OF-WAY AND REAL PROPERTY ACCESS; CONSTRUCTION 

 

a) Right-of-Way.  Construction and the continued existence of the system network will require 
access to and a continuing presence on, over and under the public right-of-way and real 
property of the parties.  The parties agree as follows with respect to right-of-way and real 
property usage: 
 
 i)   Each party hereby agrees that the Consortium shall have a continuing license to utilize 
the right-of-way and real property of any of the parties in order to effectuate the purposes of this 
Agreement. 
 
 ii) Any use of the right-of-way shall be subject to all ordinances of general application 
concerning right-of-way, including right-of-way fees for construction, but not including franchise 
or rental fees which would otherwise require a continuing annual fee for right-of-way usage. 
 
b) Construction.  The Consortium shall either enter into contracts with each party to accomplish 
construction on right-of-way within the party’s jurisdiction or the Lead Agency shall, on behalf of 
the Consortium, contract directly with a third party to accomplish the construction. 
 
 1. All construction shall be subject to all federal and state laws applicable, including all laws 
applicable to the project as a result of receipt of grant funds under the ARRA. 
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 2. After the construction is completed, the conduits and fiber within the conduits, in addition 
to the license to utilize the right-of-way and real property for the operation of the system, shall 
be the property of the Consortium. 
 

SECTION 11.  TERMINATION BY PARTIES 

 
a)  Withdrawal.  A party may terminate its participation in this Agreement as of July 1 of any 
year by giving written notice to each of the other parties.  Such notice shall be given prior to 
December 31 of the year before the desired termination date. 
 
b) Failure to Budget.  Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to the contrary, a 
member may withdraw by giving prior written notice thirty (30) days in advance to each of the 
other parties indicating its intent to terminate its participation in this Agreement as of the end of 
the month following the expiration of such thirty (30) days, provided, however, withdrawal under 
this section can only be invoked if the corporate authorities of such member, or the legislature in 
the case of the University, have failed or refused to authorize, appropriate or budget the funds 
necessary to pay such member’s share of the costs, as such costs are determined by the Policy 
Committee pursuant to this Agreement.  Each party will utilize its best efforts to appropriate and 
budget sufficient funds to meet its obligations under this Agreement in full. 
 
c) Default.  If a party to this Agreement is in default of its payment obligations, the Policy 
Committee may so declare and terminate system services to that member thirty (30) days after 
the date of mailing of notice of default and termination of services to the defaulting party, unless 
the defaulting party cures the default in full prior to the expiration of the thirty (30) days set forth 
in the notice.  The notice of the default declared by the Policy Committee shall be issued by the 
Lead Agency.  The defaulting party shall continue to be responsible to pay its assigned share of 
the cost of Consortium as determined in accordance with this Agreement for the ensuing nine 
(9) months following the termination of system services.  If the defaulting party, within the nine 
(9)-month period, pays all amounts due and the costs incurred by the Consortium in updating 
the information in relevant databases, system services to the party shall be reinstated. 
 
SECTION 12.  DISSOLUTION 

 
It is the intent of the parties to maintain Consortium as a continuing operation.  However, should 
any of the parties elect to withdraw its participation in and support of Consortium, then 
Consortium may continue in operation for the benefit of the remaining parties if a minimum of 
two (2) of the parties elect to continue their participation. 
 
SECTION 13.  EQUIPMENT; USE AND OWNERSHIP; LOAN EQUIPMENT 

 
All equipment purchased for Consortium shall be purchased, utilized and disposed of by the 
Lead Agency and held in trust for Consortium use. It shall be recorded and identified by the 
Lead Agency as Consortium Agreement property, separate from other Lead Agency property.  
Prior to dissolution of Consortium, all proceeds from the sale of any Consortium Agreement 
property or data shall be devoted solely to the operation of Consortium.  In the case of a change 
in Lead Agency, all right, title, and interest to Consortium property shall be transferred with the 
Lead Agency function to the new Lead Agency. 
 
Any member agency may, with approval of the Policy Committee, loan personal property or 
equipment to the Lead Agency for the use of Consortium.  Such property shall continue to be 
owned by the member agency, and the Lead Agency shall keep written records of such loaned 
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equipment.  If the party owning the loaned equipment wishes to withdraw it from Consortium 
service, that party may do so provided that, if in the opinion of the Consortium Director, the 
property is essential to Consortium and requires replacement to ensure consistency and proper 
functioning of Consortium, then such loaned equipment shall be withdrawn only after providing a 
reasonable notice of withdrawal to the other parties. 
 
SECTION 14.  RIGHTS OF TERMINATING PARTY TO CONSORTIUM ASSETS 

 
A party terminating its participation in this Agreement shall continue to maintain its financial 
interest in all equipment purchased for the Consortium operation prior to the date of that 
member’s termination.  Such equipment or proceeds derived from the disposition of the 
equipment shall continue to be used for the continued operation of Consortium until Consortium 
is dissolved.  The Lead Agency shall deliver to the terminating party a list of the equipment in 
which the terminating party has an interest within twenty (20) days after the effective date of 
termination. 
 
SECTION 15.  DISPOSITION OF CONSORTIUM ASSETS UPON DISSOLUTION 

 
Upon dissolution of Consortium, unless the parties otherwise agree: 
 
1. Within 30 days after the last of the parties to agree to dissolve or when 2 or 3 parties 
terminate participation in the Consortium, the parties shall each select a person technically 
qualified to evaluate the assets of the Consortium and suggest a manner and method of 
disposition in a written report.  Said person shall, within 60 days after the last of the parties to 
select a representative, suggest the manner and method of disposition of the assets  to the 
parties in their written report.  The person selected shall be guided, but not be restricted, by the 
following principles, unless otherwise required by law:   
 
 a. The location of the asset, if the location is important to the usefulness of the asset; 
 b. Whether an asset would be useful only when used in conjunction with another asset; 
 c. The impact on any user who is, or may be impacted, by the disposition; 
 d. The replacement value of the asset; 
 e. The population served by the asset; 
 f. Any federal regulations which govern the disposition of the assets.  
 
If the chief administrative officer of any party is not evidenced agreement within 28 days after 
receipt of the report, by notifying the Chief Administrative Officer of the other parties in writing, 
the parties shall be deemed to have not agreed on the disposition by this method and proceed 
to method 2. 
 
2. All assets held in trust by the Lead Agency on behalf of the parties to this Agreement shall 
be sold at a public sale, and the proceeds, all assets held in trust by the Lead Agency on behalf 
of the parties of this Agreement will be sold at public sale and the proceeds, after deducting all 
costs of sales and any unpaid obligations relating to such assets or operating expenses of the 
Consortium, shall be divided among the parties to this Agreement in equal amounts.   
 
Any one (1) or more of the parties shall have the right to purchase such assets at their fair 
market value prior to any public sale.  Such fair market value shall be determined by unanimous 
vote of the Policy Committee.  If any one (1) party wishes to purchase such assets or a 
particular asset for the fair market value, the matter will be decided by lot.  Any persons 
purchasing assets in the right-of-way of a government unit, including the right-of-way of the 
parties, shall be required to enter into an agreement with that governmental unit for the use of 
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the right-of-way, and there shall not be any continuing right to use the righty-of-way of a 
governmental unit as an inherent aspect of the purchase. 
 
SECTION 16.  INSURANCE 

 
The Lead Agency shall procure and maintain, during the term of this Agreement or any 
extension thereof, sufficient property insurance to cover the replacement value of the 
Consortium equipment and all equipment loaned to Consortium, against all direct loss or 
damage.  The cost of any such insurance shall be a cost of operating Consortium, to be borne 
by the parties hereto in the same manner as other costs in accordance with this Agreement.  
The Lead Agency shall procure and maintain liability and worker’s compensation insurance for 
Consortium operations in accordance with insurance purchase standards for its other operating 
departments.  The insurance shall name each member agency as additional insured under the 
liability policy procured. 
 
SECTION 17.  LIMITATIONS OF PERSONNEL 

 
No employee shall have authority to commit, obligate or bind any party hereto to any contract or 
obligation unless specifically authorized by said party, except as provided for in this Agreement. 
 
SECTION 18.  AMENDMENTS 

 
This Agreement may be amended in writing at any time by mutual agreement of all of the 
parties to the Agreement.  Amendments shall refer back to this Agreement and to subsequent 
amendments, if any, on the same subject and shall specify the language to be changed or to be 
added.  The execution of any amendment shall be authorized by passage of an appropriate 
ordinance or other proper and lawful corporate action by the corporate authorities of each party. 
 
SECTION 19.  ADDITIONAL NON-VOTING MEMBERS 

 
The Policy Committee may add new non-voting governmental members to the Policy 
Committee if such admission to membership would assist the Committee in the conduct of its 
business. 
 
SECTION 20.  EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
This Agreement shall be effective as to each member on the date such member executed the 
Agreement. 
 
SECTION 21.  NOTICES 

 

Notices hereunder shall be provided personally or by first class mail to the Chancellor of the 
University and to the Chief Administrative Officer of each party and to the attorney representing 
each party.  The date of the notice shall be the third day after the date of mailing of notice is 
provided by mail.  If the notice is provided by personal delivery, the date of personal delivery is 
the date of the notice. 
 
SECTION 22.  APPLICABLE LAWS 

 

On performing the obligations hereunder, the parties shall comply with all applicable federal, 
state and local laws and the terms of any grant agreement concerning ARRA funds. 
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SECTION 23.  COUNTERPARTS 

 

This Agreement may be signed in several counterparts, each of which shall be considered an 
originally executed agreement for all purposes. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals to this 
Agreement as of the dates below indicated. 
 
 CITY OF CHAMPAIGN   CITY OF URBANA 

 

By:_______________________________ By:__________________________________ 

 City Manager     Mayor 

 

Date:_____________________________ Date:________________________________ 

 

ATTEST:__________________________ ATTEST:_____________________________ 

   City Clerk     City Clerk 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

_________________________________ _____________________________________ 

 City Attorney     City Attorney 

 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

 

By:__________________________________ 

Comptroller 

 

Date:_________________________________ 

 

ATTEST:_____________________________ 

   Secretary 

 

_____________________________________ 

   Chancellor 

________________________________  

   Business Office 

       

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

____________________________________ 

   Campus Legal Counsel 

 

j:\leg\word\intergovernmental relations\big broadband\big broadband i-g agreement 6-29-09.doc 
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REPl.YTO:

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

D 1207 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

(202) 225-2371

TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON
15TH DISTRICT, ILLINOIS

((ongrtgg of tbt Wnittb ~tattg
1!,)ou~eof ~epre~entatibe~
Dasbtngton. 11l(/C20515-1315

DISTRICT OFFICES:

2004 Fox DRIVE
CHAMPAIGN, IL 61820

(217) 403-4690

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSIT

RAILROADS, PIPELINES, AND

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

202 NORTH PROSPECT ROAD
SUITE 203

BLOOMINGTON, IL 61704
(309) 663-7049

655 WEST liNCOLN
UNIT 8

CHARLESTON, IL 61920
(217)3~759

1001 MARKET STREET
SUITE 102

MOUNT CARMEL, IL 62863
(618) 262-8719

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program
National Telecommunications and Information Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
HCHB, Room 4812
Washington, DC 20230

I write in enthusiastic support of the Champaign-Urbana Big Broadband application for
grant assistance.

This groundbreaking effort is supported by a wide array of local government
jurisdictions, business groups, civic groups and everyday citizens. Organizers have put
forth a sophisticated and workable plan, backed by local resources, to bring this
technology to people and places that are currently underserved.

The educational and economic benefits are incalculable. My hope is that this plan can be
a model with the potential to be emulated throughout the country.

~/-=7~;/0
TImothy V. Jo on
Member of Co gress
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Human Services (Chairman)
Higher Education (Vice-Chair)
Approp. Higher Education
Adoption Reform
Public Policy & Accountability
Environmental Health
Election & Campaign Reform

CAPITOL OFFICE:
257-S Stratton Building
Springfield, IL 62706
217-558-1009
217-557-4536 - FAX

NAOMI D. JAKOBSSON
STATE REPRESENTATIVE ·103rd DISTRICT

E-mail: naomi@naomijakobsson.com

DISTRICT OFFICE:
206 N. R~ndolph, Suite 120
Champaign, IL 61820
217-373-5000
217-373-8679 - FAX

Mike Smeltzer
Director of Networking
Campus Information Technologies and Educational Services (CITES)
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
2101 Digital Computer Laboratory, MC-256
1304 West Springfield Avenue Urbana, Illinois 61801

I am pleased to provide this letter of support for the Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband
(UC2B) proposal. Having talked with your team members several times, I know the
depth of their commitment to not only bring Big Broadband to the "underserved"
households in Champaign and Urbana, but to also provide high-speed fiber-optic
connectivity to dozen of ':anchor institutions" in the community.

The UC2B proposals for enhancing access to public computers and for increased
education and technical training address real needs in the community and have the
potential to create both educational and employment opportunities for our residents who
need them the most.

We appear to be making good progress on finding a streamlined way to allow the
University of Illinois to recycle its computers into the community, and by the time your
grant funding is announced, we should have that process in place. Planning creative uses
of computers and peripherals that can be recycled and rebuilt to meet the needs of the
most vulnerable in our community is precisely the kind of innovation we need. I feel
confident that there is a track record of partnership between the University of Illinois and
the non-profits that serve children, seniors and low-income families with technology, and
I applaud your work. The State of Illinois can and should support this effort by
eliminating obstacles. I believe we can make policy changes that allow us to make
computers ubiquitous and accessible, and create greater technology inclusion and
opportunity for our community. It is these kinds of efforts that foster greater digital
literacy for those who are underserved in Champaign-Urbana.
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Through my past experience, I am confident that UC2B and the University of Illinois
have the capacity to implement the proposed project successfully. Best of luck to you
and the Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) Consortium as you finalize your
grant applications. You have my full support.

Naomi D. lakobsson
State Representative
103rd District
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CHAMPAIGN COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

1776 EAST WASHINGTON 
URBANA, IL 61802 
(217) 384-3776 
(217) 384-3765 - PHYSICAL PLANT 
(217) 384-3896 - FAX 
(217) 384-3864 - TDD 
Website: www.co.champai~n.il.us 

August 10, 2009 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
U ,So Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
HCHB, Room 4812 
Washington, DC 20230 

RE: Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) Proposal 

To Whom It May Concern: 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT 
DATA PROCESSING 

MICROGRAPHICS 
PURCHASING 

PHYSICAL PLANT 
SALARY ADMINISTRATION 

I am writing on behalf of the Champaign County Board and citizens of Champaign County, to support the 
request for funding through the Federal American Recovery & Reinvestment Act through the NTIA 
BTOP grant and funding from the State of Illinois, The benefits to the various agencies and citizens of 
Champaign County that can be realized if this project is made possible through this funding are 
significant. 

We are a community with a focus on technology and technology development, with a strong component 
of private sector representation in this area, This project brings an opportunity to enable public sector 
organizations to also become leaders in the development and utilization of technology, enhancing the 
benefits enjoyed by all organizations and private citizens, As our community focuses on emergency 
preparedness, this project provides an ability to develop inter-connectivity and back-up systems to enable 
seamless delivery of services, even in emergencies or unforeseen situations, by the numerous government 
entities delivering those services. Ultimately, this project will also work to bring technology to 
underserved citizens and families who do not currently have access to these services. This becomes a 
building block to enhance and sustain excellent educational and workforce development opportunities for 
our citizens and businesses. 

We urge your positive support of the UC2B Proposal funding. Thank you. 

~~y 
County Administrator 
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SaYcgy 
August 7, 2009 

Mike Smeltzer 
Director of Networking 
Campus Information Technologies and Educational Services (CITES) 
University of Illinois at Urbana·Champaign 
210 I Digital Computer Laboratory, MC-256 
1304 West Springfield A venue 
Urbana, Illinois 61801 

RE: Support for Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) 

Dear Mike: 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the citizens of the Village of Savoy, I am pleased to 
submit this letter of support for the Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) seeking 
funding for stimulus funding through the Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act through the NTIA BTOP grant and funding from the State of Illinois. As our 
community continues to grow we see an increasing need to provide necessary 
opportunities for all famil ies and local businesses in the area ofintemet, telephone and TV 
services that helps in communication capability and savings of funds. 

As we understand the concept of the UC2B project we believe it will position Champaign
Urbana-Savoy and Champaign County to capitalize in many ways. particularly in 
community growth and economic development and will make the entire county a potential 
hotspot for technical and electronic opportunities in the Midwest. 

We look forward to working with the consortium in the future to bringing all the benefits 
of Big Broadband to all citizens of Savoy and Champaign County. We urge the review 
committee to approve the UC2B application. 

Sincerely, 

RO~:!:~,~~~nt 
CC: Board of Trustees 

Richard Helton, Village Manager 
Billie 1. Krueger, Village Clerk 

' RESIDENT 

Robert C. McCleary 

TRUSTEES 

John P. Brown 
Joan Dykstra 
Jan Carter Niccum 
Rebecca Pittman 
Arthur J. Skelton 
William A. Smith 

MANAGER 

Richard Helton 

TREASURER 

C. David \'O:?ell 

CLERK 

Billie Jean Krueger 

DIRECTOR OF 

PUBLIC WORKSI 

ENGINEER 

Brent P. Maue 

ZONING 

ADMINISTRATOR 

Daniel R. Davies 

FIRE CHIEF 

r.,'lichael E. Forrest 

Village of Savoy • 611 N. Dunlap Avenue • Savoy, Il linois 61874 • 217-359-5894 ' Fax 217-359-0202 

www.village.savoy.il.us 
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Champaign Public 

+)LlBRARY 

August 4, 2009 

Dr. Abdul Alkalimat 
Graduate School of Library and Information Science 
Room 102, MC·143 
102 West Nevada 
Urbana, IL 61801 

Dear Dr. Alkalimat: 

Clara Lane 217/403- 2050 
200 West Green Stree t FAX 217/403-2053 
Champa ign, IL 61820-5193 champaign.org 

Enclosed please find my letter of support and a spreadsheet listing estimated costs for the initiatives for 
which we would like to request funding under the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 

Our request totals $290,500. A description of the projects are included in the letter of support. 

Thank you for all you are doing to facilitate this important work for our community. 

Sincerely, 

Marsha Grove 
Library Director 
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Champaign Public 

+)LlBRARY 
----------------------

August 4, 2009 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 

Dear Sirs: 

Clara Lane 21 7 / 403-2050 
200 West Green Street FAX 217/403 -2053 
Champaign, IL 61820-5193 champaign.org 

This letter is in support our library's participation in the local initiative, UC2B and the application for 
stimulus funding to improve our community's broadband infrastructure and utilization by citizens. 

The Champaign Public Library is an integral part of the community, both for traditional library services 
and as a portal to the internet for thousands of users. The new main library building, opened in January 
2008 and this past year almost 150,000 computer uses were made on the 88 public computers, which 
share a 10 Mbps connection to the internet. A wireless network extends internet access to users with 
personal laptops throughout the building, and typically hosts 50 to 70 people at any given time. 
Douglass Branch Library, a small branch building located in a neighborhood on the near north side of the 
City with a large minority population, offers 10 computers for adults and children and also hosts a 
wireless network. Connection speed at the Douglass Branch is only 1.4 Mbps. Both locations offer open 
computing time as well as classes and one-on-one assistance. 

Recent use of the library has grown steadily. Over 800,000 people visited the library this past year, a 
17.5% increase over 2008. During a recent week, typical of many during the year, almost 15,000 people 
visited the main library on Monday through Friday, and about 3,000 on Saturday and Sunday. At the 
Douglass Branch 1,200 visitors were counted Monday through Friday, and about 60 visited the Branch 
during the six hours it was open on Saturday. Computer use has also grown, from 97,213 sessions last 
year to 167,551 sessions in 2009. Customers tell us that library computer resources are vital to them in 
these difficult economic times. Many people are disconnecting their home internet services to save 
money, and rely on access at the library to search for jobs and conduct their personal business. 

We believe this high and continually growing level of use is telling us that our residents consideithe 
library as a convenient and necessary place in the community to access the internet. Libraries have 
always provided an important link from the individual to the wider world, and continue to do so today, 
using online resources. 
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Champaign Public Clara Lane 217 / 403- 2050 

+)LIBRARY 200 West Green Street FAX 217/ 403-2053 
Champaign. IL 61820-5193 champaign.org 

Children must learn computer and online skills in order to be successful in school and to prepare for 
employment in today's highly technological job market. Libraries can help fill the gap for children who 
do not have easy access to computers, or assistance in learning to use them. Our Douglass Branch, in 
particular, has a critical role in offering computers and internet access to the minority children in its 
neighborhood whose test scores show that they are lagging in these important skills . The Champaign 
Public Library would like to expand its resources and programs and its ability to collaborate with other 
community groups to close the achievement gap in this area. 

The Champaign Public Library would use a stimulus award for the following : 
• Expand our computing center at the Douglass Branch with the addition of 10 traditional desktop 

computers and renovated space to house them. We would also add 10 laptops or other 
portable devices to be used in the building with our wireless network or for stand-alone tasks. 
Estimated cost for the equipment, additional educational software and online resources, 
network infrastructure, building renovations, and furniture needed to accomplish this expansion 
is $150,000. 

• Provide 10 laptops and 10 additional mobile devices such as e-book readers, web ready 
cellphones, etc. for use in the main library. These mobile devices would be used by patrons in 
all parts of the building and would be particularly useful for caregivers who are watching over 
small children, or for parents working with their children at study tables or in study rooms away 
from the traditional computer area. The equipment would also allow patrons to try out the 
newest technologies to help with their decision to purchase. Estimated cost: $25,000. 

• Purchase 10 laptops to create a portable computer lab for library staff or other organizations to 
use to present programs or instruction. Estimated cost: $15,500. 

• Hire two full-time technical assistants who would teach classes in computer and internet use, 
help train staff and customers, and assist with the maintenance of the added equipment. Cost 
including salary and benefits: Estimated cost: $100,000 annually. 

The Champaign Lib rary is grateful for the opportunity to propose these projects that would greatly 
expand our ability to meet community need and demand for computing resources. The Library would 
be able to contribute the required 20% matching funds ($58,100) using its capital fund resources. 

Sincerely, 

'Jj{l/vo/Ja, .Jiz:ow 
Marsha Grove 
Library Director 
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Champaign Public Clara Lane 217 / 403-2050 

+)LlBRARY 200 West Green Street FAX 217/ 403-2053 
Champaign, IL 61820-5193 champaign.org 

Douglass Branch Library 

Item Total 

Add'i computers $ 12,500.00 

Building renovation for a computer lab $ 95,000.00 

Network Infrastructure upgrades (replace router, switches, server) $ 20,000.00 

Inhouse Loaner Laptops or other portable devices $ 12,500.00 

Security System with cameras covering the computer lab $ 10,000.00 

Total $ 150,000.00 

Main Library Building 

Item Total 

Inhouse loaner laptops or other portable devices $ 25,000.00 

Total $ 25,000.00 

Portable computer lab 

Item Total 

Laptops, printer, switch $ 13,500.00 

Laptop houseing cart $ 2,000.00 

Total $ 15,500,00 

Full time staff 

2 Additional technical assistants $ 75,000.00 

Benefits $ 25,000.00 

Total $ 100,000.00 

Total Requested $ 290,500,00 
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Offioers 
Toney Tomaso 

President 

Jane Solon 
Vice-President 

James Richardson 
Treasurer 

Gary Kling 
Secretary 

Tara Swearingen 
Immediate Past President 

Board of Directors 
Mark ezys 

Ted Demeris 
Mike Devocelle 

Dan Hartleb 
Jennifer Hendricks Kaufmann 

Cathy Hinton 
Gary Hinton 
Mark Holm 

Minor Jackson 
Gilda Jennings 
Reggie Jones 

Peter McFarland 
David Mills'" 

Donald Moyer, Jr. * 
Penn Nelson* 
Julian Olds 

Stefanie Pratt 
Mark Ritz 

Dr. Christopher Span 
Joe Stoval1* 

Cathy Tanner 
Jim Vasica 

"'Past Presk::lents 

Lifetime Honorary 
Board of Directors 

J,C. Caroline 
Harold Dawson + 

Carl Greenstein, M.D.+ 
Donald E. Moyer, Sr.+ 

Bill Proudfit 
Joseph Smith 

Kenneth Stratton+ 
Clarence Thompson+ 

+Deceased 

Executive Director 
Andre Arrington 

August 10, 2009 

DONMOYER 
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 

To Whomlt May Concern: 

The Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club is please to submit this leiter of support to the 
Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband Initiative. This initiative could have maj or 
impact on the digital divide in the most impoverished areas of the Champaign
Urbana cOlllll1unity. 

The Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club serves over 1,500 yonth almually, of which over 
80% of our youth al·e fi:om economically disadvantage circumstances (based on the 
standards of mediall income for the cities of Chanlpaign and Urballa) alld 93% are 
from single parent households. 

Our organization has two computer labs providing our members with high speed 
Internet and as well quality technology. We also provide technology classes for 
youth ill the areas of Microsoft applications, music and media. 

That is why Don Moyer Boys & Girls Club supports this initiative. It allows the 
most economically challenged areas as well as citizens to have access to one of the 
most needed resources in order to be competitive in the global market place. 

AA/vh 

PO Box 1396 I 201 East Park Street I Champaign, Illinois 61824-1396 I 217) 355-KIDS (5437) 1 (217) 398-3343 Fax I www,dmbgc-cu.org 
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August 11, 2009 
 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 
 
Dear BTOP Selection Committee, 

On behalf of the Champaign-Urbana Open Access Coalition, I would like to submit a letter of support 
for the Broadband Technology Opportunity Program proposal that is being put forth by UC2B. For the 
past several months, we have been working to provide education and information about broadband 
technology access, and the opportunities it affords in partnership with our Broadband Access 
Committee, a subcommittee of the C-U Telecommunications Commission, the Graduate School of 
Library & Information Science at the University of Illinois and UC2B.  

As our website indicates, we are an emerging inclusive coalition of community organizations and 
individuals who are exploring the possibilities of open access to broadband and digital inclusion within 
Champaign-Urbana, focusing on low-income and surrounding rural communities. Our outreach efforts 
and maintenance of a community portal is designed to foster communication and information exchange 
as this process develops, with the intent of organizing access that is open, affordable (or free) to 
neighborhoods in C-U that are currently underserved. 

Over the course of the past six months, we have co-sponsored a series of community forums focused 
on closing the digital divide in our community that have attracted well over a hundred attendees 
comprised of educators, technology advocates, IT professionals and community organizers who work 
with marginalized neighborhoods. We have also spent considerable time on our local radio station, 
WEFT 90.1 talking about the possibilities that broadband can provide to young people, seniors and the 
creative class in our community – all to positive response. In the process of generating grassroots 
awareness, we have helped to harness the imagination of the residents of Champaign-Urbana about 
how we can create and sustain a more connected community. 

We live in a part of the country that has the potential to pilot amazing results, leveraging the power of 
the Coalition members – from the largest Independent Media Center in the United States, to our Food 
Co-operative that can teach children about the slow food movement and healthy lifestyles in their 
online education programs with the school districts. Our members are world-class computer 
programmers, entrepreneurs, church members and social workers. We bring a breadth of skills and 
talents to this proposal, and we will be the foot soldiers that can make job creation and 
entrepreneurism come to life with a gentle push from the Stimulus Bill. We hope you will take seriously 
our letter and our coalition members as evidence of our readiness to innovate and create results. 

Sincerely, 

Safiya 

Safiya U. Noble, Webmaster & Organizer 

Champaign-Urbana Open Access Coalition 
Safiya Umoja Noble, Organizer 

Phone: 217.819.7648 • E-Mail: cuopenaccess@gmail.com 

www.cuopenaccess.org 
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Champaign-Urbana Open Access Coalition 
Safiya Umoja Noble, Organizer 

Phone: 217.819.7648 • E-Mail: cuopenaccess@gmail.com 

Member List: Individuals 

 

Adam Kehoe 

Kristin LoDolce 

Brian Looker 

Aysha McWorter 

Ryann and Chris Monahan 

Safiya Umoja Noble 

Otis Noble III 

Andrew Ó Baoill 

Lori Gold Patterson 

Maya Patterson 

Pete Resnick 

Kathleen Ricker 

Chris Ritzo 

Elizabeth Simpson 

Michael Smeltzer 

Krannert Center 

Jonathan Storm 

Aiko Takazawa 

Evelyne Tardy 

Umesh Thakkar 

Mary Wilkes Towner 

Mike Ullmann 

Rev.Dr. Evelyn B. 
Underwood 

Anna Ustupski 

Marti Wilkinson 

Kate Williams 

Andrew Zimmerer 

Jason Keist 

Josh King 

Stuart Laird 

Noah Lenstra 

John Lewis 

 

Member List: Individuals 

 

Akua Akyaa Agyeman 

Abdul Alkalimat 

Laura Allured 

Heather Ault 

Damon Loren Baker 

Trish Barker 

Imani Bazell 

Nancy Benson 

Eric Benson 

Lisa Bievenue 

Dan Blah 

Brandon Bowersox 

Jack Brighton 

david miles brown 

Debbie Cassels 

Camille Chesley 

Allison Clark 

Catherine R Dorsey 

Marianne Downey 

Brian Duggan 

Mary Ellen Farrell 

Jon Gant 

David Gehrig 

Jeff Ginger 

David Glynn 

Saramanda Goodwin 

Paolo P. Gujilde 

Christopher Paul Hamb 

Sharon Irish 

Sharif Islam 

Sarah Jackman 

Eric Jakobsson 

Meadow Jones 
 

Member List: Organizations 

 

A Woman's Fund Inc. 

Acorn Active Media Foundation 

Brian Bell Parkland College DCEO 
grant coordinator 

Chambana.net 

Champaign County Black Chamber 
of Commerce 

Common Ground Food Co-op 

CUontheNet.net 

CUWiN Foundation 

Digital Workforce Education 

Don Moyer Boys & Girls 
Club/Crosspoint Human Services 

Graduate School of Library & 
Information Science (GSLIS) at Illinois 

International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local #601 

Metanoia Centers 

Muslim American Society (MAS) 
Urbana-Champaign Chapter 

OJC Technologies 

Open-Source Wireless Coalition 

Parkland College Community 
Education 

Restoration Urban Ministries 

SisterNet 

University of Illinois Community 
Informatics Lab 

Urbana-Champaign Independent 
Media Center 
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Champaign Urbana Area Project 
5148 N, NErLSTREET· CHAMPAIGN, IL61820 • PH: 217.373.2827 · F AX: 217.373.50 13 · WEB: WWW.CUAPWEB.ORG 

August 7, 2009 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 

Dear friends: 

I am writing to express my strong support for the Urbana Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) initiative. 
This project is a key component in breaking cycles of poverty and in beginning to reverse a trend of 
historical disparities in Champaign-Urbana that has been catastrophic for the under served and 
predominantly African-American areas of Champaign and Urbana, in particular the "North End." 

The Champaign-Urbana Area Project (CUAP) has worked for nearly 20 years in what has been termed the 
"North End" serving low-income families and under served youth. Many of our youth and their families' 
that we serve opportunities and resources are scarce and limited. CUAP seek ways to collaborate with the 
community and especially the University of Illinois to assist with their needs. The UC2B initiative is 
exciting and would be a complement to work that is currently being shared by CUAP and the University of 
Illinois Graduate School of Library and Information Sciences, Community Informatics "Engaging and 
Empowering Youth (E2Y)Initiative. The E2Y initiative involves African American youth in a year-long 
community asset mapping and engagement project. Technology provided by E2Y allows the youth 
mappers to post their asset findings to their own website and Google maps at the University School of 
Library and Information Science building. Use of this state of the art technology would not be possible if 
not for the partnership between CUAP and the University of Illinois. 

CUAP is a social justice and community organizing agency in Champaign County. CUAP's primary 
mission focuses upon juvenile delinquency prevention. We take a holistic approach to our work, 
attempting to identity and remove the underlying sources of delinquency. In our work, we have specifically 
observed: 

I.Youth constantly callout for positive opportunities, including jobs, job training, and a safe teen center in 
their neighborhoods. 
2. Youth getting into trouble have a limited view of the world. Many have not been exposed to areas 
outside of their own neighborhood. 
3. Youth getting into trouble also have parents who were in trouble, have health problems, andlor are 
unemployed. 

UC2B is not the answer to all of our community's problems, bot it is a very good start. Through UC2B, 
youth and their parents will have access to training in technology that will help them to get jobs. Broadband 
access, and the knowledge of how to make use of it, will expose our area's youth to a world ofideas and 
opportunities that they are currently blind to. Moreover, CUAP intends to work with UC2B to ensure that 
the community technology center planned in northern Champaign-Urbana is built in conjunction with a 
youth center. CUAP will also assist with the organization of UC2B's Community Advisory Board, 
ensuring that the neighborhoods that UC2B intends to serve are adequately represented. As Vice President 
of the Champaign County Black Chamber of Commerce, I will ensure that the community is connected 
with the business incubator and entrepreneurship programs that will be part of UC2B. 

(;!;ereIY, 

. patriCiaAVeryH ~ 
Executive Director 

"TAKING A RISK FOR OUR C H ILDREN THROUGH COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT" 
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404 W Church St. 
Champalgn.IL 61820')411 

IfI217·)S2·SI51 

l;u 2'1.352.6494 
www.uwayhelps.ora 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Unlled Way 
of Champaign County 

August7,2009 

We are writing to you on behalf of United Way of Champaign County, Illinois. The mission of United Way 
is to be the leader in mobilizing resources to meet human care needs in Champaign County. In that 
capacity we have consulted with the UC2B grant writing team at the University of IUinois to explore the 
many ways that bringing broadband will benefit underserved families in Champaign- Urbana. We know 
that there are an excess of 24.000 individuals living at or below the poverty level in Champaign County 
and a large portion of these individuals live in the neighborhoods where expanded access is being 
proposed. We would endorse not only increased access for families, especially those with school age 
children but also strongly support expanded broadband access available to the public in places like 
libraries. community centers and social service organizations. 

Expanded Broadband access cou ld not only be a source of information about services available to meet 
basic needs (food pantries, health care. counseling, shelters). but could also be used for education and 
training. Parent education, school readiness, homework assistance. financial literacy are but a few of the 
topics that could be made available to families in need. In attempting to expand access for individuals 
and families with limited resources it will be critical 10 address issues related to the exploitation of the 
economically disadvantaged Of particular importance Will be protecting children from internet predators 
and protecting families and senior citizens from identity theft and other internet scams. 

United Way of Champaign County provides funding to 35 social service agencies in Champaign County. 
We convene monthly meetings of the Executive Directors of these organizations and can provide a direct 
communication opportunity between the UC2B staff and the organizations that are serving the population 
targeted in this proposal. 

United Way of Champaign County supports the efforts of the UC28 staff and their proposal for broadband 
expansion in Champaign Urbana. If you need further information please feel free to contact us. 

Sincerely. 

President and CEO 

what matters :" 
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Muslim American Society (MAS) 
Urbana-Champaign Chapter 
P.O. Box 331, Urbana, IL 61803-0331
www.masurbana-champaign.org    

August 17th, 2009 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 

Subject:  Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) – Public Computing and Sustainability  

Dear members of Broadband Technology Opportunities Program, 

I am writing to express the willingness of Urbana-Champaign chapter of Muslim American Society 
(MAS-UC) to participate in UC2B Public Computing and Sustainability project by providing a spacious 
space in our new Community Club as a public computer center. We believe that through UC2B program, 
MAS-UC will significantly expand its abilities to fulfill its goals of serving Urbana-Champaign 
community.     

Urbana-Champaign chapter of Muslim American Society (MAS-UC) was established in 2007 as a
grassroots community organization that works to educate, organize, and empower the Muslim community 
to be active, contributing citizens who play a significant role towards positive social and spiritual change. 
MAS-UC acquired the new Community Club, located in 2011 Brownfield Rd Urbana, in March 2009, 
which has designated spaces for different community services, which include food bank, fitness center, as 
well as technology and educational center. For more information about the Community Club, please visit 
our website at www.masurbana-champaign.org.  

We started requesting used computers and software packages from the cities of Urbana and Champaign to 
furnish the technology and educational center. The planned objective of this center is to help developing 
the underserved community around the Community Club by providing a group of educational classes 
such as language, computer literacy, and technology training. MAS-UC is concerned about the 
sustainability of underserved and poor neighborhoods in Champaign because of their inability to develop 
and improve to have the chance for better futures. By getting involved in UC2B, MAS-UC will be able to 
support the objectives of this center through the utilization of broad band connectivity and the 
coordination with UC2B staff and participants.                 

MAS-UC is really excited and motivated to participate in UC2B. We are looking forward for your 
acceptance of this participation request to help us fulfill the objective of serving our community. We will 
be glad to submit any additional information for the review of this request. 

Best regards 

Ahmed Taha    
President 
Urbana-Champaign Chapter of
Muslim American Society (MAS-UC) 
P.O. Box 331, Urbana, IL 61803-0331
Phone: 630-217-2778
Email: president@masurbana-champaign.org  
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August 4, 2009 

 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 

Department of Commerce 

Washington, DC 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

I am writing to explain our participation in the UC2B project.  

Developmental Services Center (DSC), located in Champaign, Illinois, is 

dedicated to the mission of enhancing the lives of persons with disabilities 

by providing services and supports which enable them to live, work, learn 

and participate in their communities. Formed through a 1972 merger of 

four community organizations, DSC provides multiple services in 

Champaign, Ford, Iroquois, and Piatt counties. Annually DSC serves over 

1,400 children and adults with developmental disabilities such as epilepsy, 

cerebral palsy, autism, mental retardation, Down syndrome, or other 

disabling conditions. 

 

Currently our technology is limited to the areas described below: 

• Our main location has Internet access through a T-1 line. 

o Our Consumer (preferred term for individuals receiving 

services at DSC) Computer Lab has access through the T-1 

line as well.  This lab includes many computer assisted devices 

such as touch screens, enlarged mouse, Braille keyboards 

and printers, enlarged keyboards and adjustable computer 

tables to accommodate individuals who rely on a wheelchair 

for mobility as well as many different types of software. 

• Our group homes and 24-unit apartment building, located 

throughout the community, have limited access through cable for 

staff members only. 

• Our satellite sites, located in Champaign and Rantoul, have Internet 

access through a T-1 line. 

The primary ways in which we use the technology currently available to us 

includes email, Internet browsing/information gathering/learning 

opportunities.  In addition to our current uses, we would like to have the 
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capacity to create a better, more interactive website which can be used 

by those interested in learning more about DSC and our donors.  

Additionally, we would like to have greater compatibility between sites, 

the option for live video-conferencing and interactive conferencing. 

 

In providing services and supports for individuals with disabilities, it is our 

goal to offer them the same technological resources that people who do 

not have a disability have come to enjoy.  Often times, individuals with 

disabilities may have a greater need for technology due to lack of 

opportunities for socialization, family contact, information required for city 

bus routes, information gathering for where specific items are offered due 

to difficulty with mobility and lack of resources to get around town; 

coupled with this greater need, is often greater difficulty in accessing 

technology. 

 

We are excited about the possibility of collaborating with the UC2B effort.  

This would provide additional resources and opportunities for the 

individuals we serve as well as many other under-served citizens in our 

community.   The more inter-connected we become, the stronger the 

fabric of our community. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to collaborate on this project.  If you have 

any additional questions, please feel free to contact me directly at 

217.398.7110 or jmcateer@dsc-illinois.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Janice McAteer 

 

Janice McAteer 

Director of Development 

Developmental Services Center 

1304 W. Bradley Ave. 

Champaign, IL 61821 

301

UC2B Letter ID #301 Vulnerable Populations Page 63



1304 E. Main St.,  Urbana, IL 61802 � (217) 3841304 E. Main St.,  Urbana, IL 61802 � (217) 384 --44624462 
 

 
A Woman’s Fund 

Ending Violence Everyday 
 
 
 
 
 
July 30, 2009 
 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC  
 
Dear BTOP: 
 
I am writing to explain A Woman’s Fund’s participation in UC2B. A Woman’s Fund 
provides services to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. A Woman’s Place, 
our domestic violence program, offers comprehensive assistance to victims of domestic 
violence. Adults and children in crisis are assisted in gaining control of their lives and in 
seeking a healthy environment free from abuse and violence. They are given information 
and counseling and are supported in making their own decisions about their lives.  
 
One in every four women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime. Adults and 
children escaping domestic violence situations may stay on an emergency basis, for a 
few days or up to 6-8 weeks, depending on their needs. This time is used to begin the 
healing process and to make decisions about the future. Some women need shelter and 
support for a longer period of time while they gather the resources or develop the skills 
needed to live independently. Qualifying women and children may participate in the 
Families in Transition program. Women and children in this program may live in our 
facility for up to two years.  

Currently we have one computer available for client use. Clients utilize this computer 
to search for jobs, fill out job applications, hunt for apartments, check their credit 
reports, contact friends and family in their support system, and check email. Children 
are not allowed access to the client computer as we do not have the resources to limit 
their activity and monitor their actions. Ultimately we would like to have a computer 
lab with up to date PCs, printers, and high-speed internet access. This would reduce 
time limits imposed and give clients more opportunities to use a computer as needed. 
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1304 E. Main St.,  Urbana, IL 61802 � (217) 3841304 E. Main St.,  Urbana, IL 61802 � (217) 384 --44624462 
 

We often have volunteer groups that come in and host resume writing workshops. It is 
difficult for them to work with a group of clients as we only we only have one 
computer workstation. A computer lab would benefit our clients in many ways. 
Potentially, the UC2B project could help us build a computer lab which would provide 
our clients with increased computer and high-speed internet access. Our IT staff 
member would be available to work closely UC2B staff to ensure that the computer lab 
is running smoothly and that all machines are functioning properly.  

The UC2B project would directly benefit our clients. Increased computer access would 
provide them with resources (job applications, apartment applications, etc) to better 
their lives and stand on their own two feet. We are excited at the possibilities that this 
project can offer not only to our clients, but to the Champaign-Urbana community as a 
whole.  

Sincerely, 

 

Tara Bossert 

Human Resources Coordinator 
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August 3, 2009 
 
 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C. 
 
 
Re:  Letter of Support for Urbana-Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
On behalf of The Center for Women in Transition, I am writing in support of UC2B. 
 
The Center for Women in Transition, located in Champaign, IL, is a transitional housing program providing shelter and supportive 
services to homeless women and their children to foster and sustain their self-sufficiency.  We also have a Vocational Training 
Program at our off-site resale store, Transitions, for our residents and women on parole from the Department of Corrections.  Both of 
these groups are disadvantaged, due to social, economic and educational background, as well as other factors, in their ability to access 
and utilize the internet. 
 
As part of the individualized goal plan for each resident, the agency provides computers and access to the internet to enhance a 
resident’s ability to access local resources, schooling and on-line job searches, as well as using e-mail to communicate with her natural 
support system.  The Vocational Training Program also relies heavily on the use of computers and the internet for employability 
development and access to community resources. 
 
The computers we provide to our residents for their use are donated equipment, several generations old, and we do not have adequate 
staff to train our residents on computer software which could be used for writing resumes, completing school projects and on-line 
searches for resources and jobs.  Newer computers and improved broadband service as well as IT and support staff to assist residents 
in maximizing the internet as a resource would be invaluable. 
 
Additionally, provision of IT and support staff to the agency for development of agency materials on-line, such as newsletters, 
brochures, website, would significantly improve our ability to reach out to more potential clients and to better educate the community 
on the issues of homelessness.  The UC2B would also streamline communications between local agencies and service providers to 
ensure complete and coordinated service coverage for the disadvantaged in our community.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this letter of support.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
John Sullivan, Executive Director 
(217) 819-4611 (DL) 
johnsullivan@cwt-cu.org 
The Center for Women in Transition 
508 E. Church Street 
Champaign, IL  61820 
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“My parents were always philosophizing 
 about how to bring about change.

To me, people who didn’t try to make
the world a better place were strange.” 

C.M. Braun 

August 10, 2009 

Dear UC2B Proposal Team, 

I am pleased to write to you in support of our community’s application for 

broadband infrastructure, education and development funding.   As a 

community-based African American women’s network, we are particularly 

excited about the opportunity to work with you toward technological parity and 

expression at a time when “the least of us” might expect to be left in the dust. 

SisterNet is a network of African American women committed to nurturing 

healthy lifestyles and community activism.  We have envisioned a new model for 

Black women’s organizing dedicated to creating wholeness and balance through 

physical, emotional, spiritual, and intellectual health.  We see our efforts as an 

essential part of a political strategy to resist oppression and shape livable 

communities.

The promise of access to state of the art technology and training to create content 

reflective of our culture and priorities is critical in this time of grave health 

disparities.  Consider: 

• African American women are 2.2 times more likely to die from breast cancer 

than European American women, though the latter develop the disease at a 

much higher rate

• African American women are disproportionately at risk for and affected by 

cardiovascular disease (CVD) and Type II diabetes, experiencing 2 times the 

rate of European American women

• African American women have been found to have the highest rates of 

physical inactivity and suffer overweight or obesity at the alarming rate of 

77%—a major contributing factor for excess morbidity and mortality from 

CVD, diabetes, hypertension, and multiple cancers
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These realities are particularly poignant given another set of related 

socioeconomic realities: 

• African Americans comprise 13.4% of the population, yet make up 24.7% of 

impoverished households 

• 53% of African American children live in single mother households 

• Confronting the chronic stressors of racism, sexism, and classism increases 

African American women’s risk for mental and physical disorders

Given African American women’s central role in the organization of family life 

and community engagement, we believe a marked improvement in our health 

and quality of life will be a key determinant in reversing other major ills crippling 

the African American community as a whole, such as high rates of academic 

underachievement and school dropout, under-employment and unemployment, 

and dreaded HIV infection. 

UC2B’s and our federal government’s commitment to empowering vulnerable 

populations such as ours cannot come at a more important time.  We stand ready 

to work with you in this comprehensive effort to reach, teach, and facilitate 

community growth and change.  Please keep us informed of the progress of this 

initiative and feel free to otherwise contact us as need. 

Keep Getting Up, 

Imani Bazzell, Director 

Health •  Healing •  Leadership 
for the lives we’ve always wanted 
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July 11 ,2009 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Conunerce 
Washington, DC 

Attn. Dear friends: 

Re: Letter of support for the Broadband Project from: TedAdkipon/6, Associates 
~....c-E;;&/~~ 

1. I am a graduate of Eastern Illinois University and retired Human Resource Officer who 
was employed at the University of Illinois. In the past, I served as a volunteer resource 
person in the Champaign-Urbana schools where ] taught students about their ancestry in 
hi story to help them build self-esteem and self motivation to achieve academic 
excellence. Likewise, I volunteered as a computer lab instructor to teach Basic Computer 
Literacy Skills to youth at the Urbana Boyl Girls club and high school students who 
attended evening computer lab classes sponsored by the Urban League. 

2. Currently I instruct, consult and inform people who are interested in learning how to 
bridge the historical and digital divide that is present in the underservedlunserved local 
community. My classes are taught at different times in the mornings, afternoons and 
evenings at several churches and the Douglass Center located in Champaign's 
Northeast community. More skills and resources would allow more people in the 
underservedl unserved community access to more opportunities through the use of the 
Rroadhand to maximize their activity a<> well as creativity and leave no chi ld offline. 

3. My support and part ofUC2B could be as Consultant, Independent Contractor, and 
Instructor with experience to teach basic computer skill s to the underserved and unserved 
populations in the community. Also, part of UC2B with funding for Virtual Media Hub 
provide from an Access Point several hours programming for broadband channel. Having 
money/resources/tech. support with media I can teach and broadcast programs to citizens 
responsibly searching for plausible solutions to empower themselves in the community. 

4. There are not enough print or electronic media outlets or facilities to formalize, 
disseminate and communicate important information addressing issues that empower the 
underserved and unserved populations to help themselves solve problems in the African
American community. Furthermore, there are not enough open media platforms that are 
accessible to conduct equally live expressions of the youth and elderly folks to address 
their issues concerning the d isadvantaged in the African-American community. 

5. By providing money and resources for media sites, classrooms, training, equipment 
and technical support UC2B can help my effort to develop ski ll s necessary to solve 
problems of under served and unserved people in the community. Also, the media sites, 
media hubs and media studios can be used as instruments of positive social reform to 
help ease or eliminate the historical and digital divide in the disadvantaged communities. 



Christian Social Action 

Forum 

 

 

August 7, 2009 

 

 

 To Whom It May Concern: 

 

                       This letter is a response to a request to endorse the establishment of a broadband network to 

increase the availability of the Internet to the underserved in our community. As Chairperson of the Christian 

Social Action Forum, Inc. a long standing participant in outreaches for the needy in Champaign County, I 

heartily give that endorsement, asking that the community stand behind this effort to give a service that is not 

readily available, but very valuable, to those who do not have resources. Thank you. 

 

  

                                                                                             

Sincerely, 

Vern Fein 

CSAF Chairperson 
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIG N 

Department of Urban and Regional Planning 

111 Temple Buell Hall 
611 Taft Drive 
Champaign.IL61820 

August 11,2009 

Broadband Technology Opportun ities Program (BTOP) 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 

Dear Colleagues at BTOP: 

I am writing as a member of the urban planning faculty at the University of Illinois to support the 
Urbana Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) project. The Department of Urban and Regional Planning 
offers doctoral, master's and bachelor'S degrees, supervised by about 20 faculty members. A key focus at 
all degree levels is community development. I teach a workshop annua lly that involves undergraduate and 
gra9uate students in addressing challenging local planning issues, such as environmental pollution in low 
income neighborhoods of color. In organizing this class, I partner with many local residents in identifying 
their concerns and exploring creative responses to issues that threaten health, housing, and learning. 
While the infonnation technology available to me as a faculty member and to my students is adequate, 
our community partners are not nearly so fortunate. This lack underscores the unequal relationships 
between town and gown and hinders our promotion of citizen science, planning and journalism. With 
current resources, we are unable to provide the technical support for citizen activism. 

A recent project is a case in point. A toxic waste site in a residential neighborhood in north 
Champaign has been the focus of several years' worth of study and activity. If the environmental reports, 
past news coverage, organizational responses, municipal records and other documentation related to the 
site had been easily searchable online, community members could have prepared bener for meetings with 
the corporation charged with clean-up, and with state officials overseeing the process. Also 
communication among citizens and interest groups may have been more effective if folks were sharing 
infonnation and gathering answers collaboratively. If meetings cou ld have been streamed on line to 
computers in people's homes, then elders who are less mobile but who have lived in the area for a long 
time cou ld have been involved. With a volatile mix of politics, science and economics, finding good 
solutions for local residents is difficult. An infrastructure for speedy Internet access, combined with 
training and upkeep is crucial for tackling these sorts of complex problems. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Ken E. Sa10 
Lecturer and Community Projects Coordinator 

ttlephQrJt: 217-333-3890 · fox 217-244-1717 



�
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THE NATIONAL CENTER FOR 

RURALHEALTH 
~ PROFESSI O NS 

1601 Parkview Avenue 
Rockford. il linoIs 61107 
Tel ' 815.395.5780 
fa ~: 815.395-5781 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
De~entofConuneree 
Washington, D.C. 

August 7, 2009 

Dear Colleagues at BTOP: 

As the Co-PI of the University of lIIinois Nuevos Horizontes Media Initiative (NHMI) I am submitting this letter to 
strongly support the UC2B grant submission. Nuevas Horizontes (New Horizons) is a Spanish language educational 
outreach program using radio and the web to reach Latino imm igrant famili es in the U.S. since 1993. The weekly 
radio program is produced through Illinois Media Services on the Urbana campus in the studios of Will Radio the 
NPR station for the University of rIIinois distributed to radio stations. high schools and libraries in 30 states in the U.S. 
The conlent of the program includes interviews on emerging topics of interest to the Latino population and health and 
culture sections. Tbe New Horizons website www.nucvosshorizontes.org incl udes archives of past programs. podcasts 
and learning tools. 

NHMI with support from the Office of the Chancellor at UIVe has expanded its efforts to greater involve Latinalo 
community members in Champaign Urbana who are recent immigrants to Illinois and connect them to students and 
organizations that are able to assist these families become more familiar with the schools. social services and local 
government programs designed to strengthen their resources and address their needs and concerns. New Horizons 
looks forward to working with the UC2B program to use broadband and media to better equip at risk families to 
address emergency preparedness and public safety issues such as severe weather warnings, epidemic related 
community programs and public safety warnings and instructions. 

NHMI will continue to produce media products on family health topics and provide multiple venues of delivery that 
are appropriate 10 these vulnerable audiences. New Horizons looks fonvard to collaborate with UC2B in the 
implementation of this vital initiative in Champaign Urbana and strongly endorses this proposal 

Sincerely. 

~ MtuJ£-
Ben Mueller 
Co-PI, University of Illinois Nuevos Horizontes Media Initiative 
and Director, Northern l11ioois AHEC 
National Center for Rural Healtb Professions 
University of Illinois 
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Hui Van 

Orchard Place 1806C. 

Urbana. Illinois, 61801 

To whom it may concern, 

August 9. 2009 

rill Hui Van, a PhD student from Peking University, Beijing, China. Currently I'm studying 

and working as a visiting scholar in the Graduate School of Library and Information Science, 

UIUC. 

I hear from friends and advisors and also learn from some meetings that CU2B program 

plans to improve Internet access speed and provide more community public computing sites. 

I'm just writing to those officials who are in charge of deciding on the broadband budget to 

show my support ofthe CU2B plan. 

As a resident in Urbana, I surf the Internet for everyday and frequently keep strong impulses 

to chat online with my family member and friends in China. Before I moved to Orchard 

Downs during the past two days, I lived in another apartment in north part of Urbana. The 

wireless service provided by the commercial agency (Comcast) was not very steady, and 

broke down nearly once in each hour. Sometimes I got mad because of the bad service and 

interruption of my virtual communications with the professors, relatives and fr iends in China. 

We international students don't have enough financial support and badly need high quality 

public internet access to keep our social ties close and effective. 

During the past year staying in Urbana, I talked a lot in the form of video~conference. 

However, all the breakdowns of the Internet were caused by unsteady limited Internet 

services here, not because of Internet in China. According to the CNNIC (China Internet 

Network Information Center) latest report issued in July 2009, the number of netizens (or 

Intcrnet users) who could access to broadband Internet has reached 320 million, and covers 

94.3% of the netizen total number (338 millions). Even my mom and sisters who are living 

in SHANXl (an extremely slow-developed province located in the Middle North of China) 

could access to and enjoy high-speed internet. 

I strongly appeal to both the state and federal government that CU2B should be funded 

immediately and in a sustainablc way. I couldn't wait for that day when I could talk freely and 

with wife, family, friends and colleagues in China. 

Respectfully yours, 

hyan@illinois.edu 



�
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Ailo Takazawa 
Docroral student 
Graduate School of Library and Information Scier>a! 
Uni1lersity o f Illinois at Urbana.champaign 
SOl E Daniel Street. Room 112 
Ch.1mp;tign.IL61820 

-August 11, 2009 

To .... hom il may concern: 

I am .... riting litis letter 10 support a g rant I"~l called Urbana Otampaign Big Broa<lbIond 
(U06). My intention 10 wril<' this supporting le tter COmes from various rea5(lll$. ~mO$I. the 
UOB emphasizes community and "'-"OnOm1c de1leIopment for general public 10 experience, 
empo"-er. and facilitate their 1i1le5 with publiC information ","",u"",," and technology. 

As a nati1le o fTol<yo, Japan. I hoiv,", been disappointed by the UShome computing. Befon: I came 
here, I anticipated that technology se.vi<:e for general public ..... ould be UIl' best in tne ..... o rl d. In fact. ! 
..... as impressed by university's resou~ unlik th05e in Japanese un';versities. Ho .... ever. my feeling 
lind experiences have become totally d ifferent, once I go and live off can,pus. I h~ve recognized the 
rea lity o f till' United States. No matle r ..... he re I live outside university residence 11" Us, the choice for 
bro.1CIb.1nd is only one company that provides high speed internet. Sadly, the cost and technical 
I~rformnnce for the information infrastructure are unbearable! In Japan, llllOvc no fear to ,nake 
intemet calls with video camera and watch movies ami TV shows online anytime o f a day . In other 
wo rd, it would be "shock" 10 see if someone'! home d oes not have internet connection. A! li~ ..... ater 
and ele<:tridty, in""""l connection in Japan is in frastructure. I even recall th,,j someone joked 10 m~ 

"bfOildb.1~~ is outdated. Inste~d, people caU it ~ fiber", referring to fiber.()ptic cable (ornlection. 

As like inJa""",1 communicate with my family and friends, but not all the time. In the US, I feel like 
[ oumot expect 10 d o5O. ! have toobey theootrageot15 pricing for slow speed intemct and machine
like customer ~rvice at a pri,,~te company, which is the only dIoire for ~broadband" ~rvices. 

Alterna tively, I can rely on public libraries for oomputing. but their computers an): very slow, and 
only Ih ing that I can do "~th thcircompu\er is only browsing websites including online emails 
within II limited time. I am fortunate to go 10 on< ampus facilities. But I have known the A,,,erica 
..... he re people still do not have romputcrs At home with or ..... ithout inlemetconnec!ion . And, those 
!,e.'ople live jusl nearby Our campus. We have energetic student!; ..... ho Imve skills 10 ffICilitale Ihe 
community .. s a ..... hole to Mome productive in Ih;8 infonnation society tOg<".'ther. As Ihe plan 
emphasizes, ..... e have to be sustainable in various ways, not only economic alld dC1lclopmcnlal bul 
~ lso coll~borative and enjoyable learning en vironment. 

[strongly believe that the UGB plan clearly demonstra~ such innovative and inclusive 
opportunities for local people living in Urbana.champaign. Furthermore, with UC2B plan, the US 
can demoll$trate the power of I-'P!e empo .. 'ering the""",lves and other!! within lind beyond their 
communities to advance our digital democratic society. 

Sincerely yours, 

a...:.t., ---f.,J~ _ 
Aiko Takaza ..... a 0 '""'---
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Champaign County Nursing Home 

August 9,2009 

500 South Art Bortell Rd 
Urbono, Illillois 61802-2888 

Phone (217) 384-3784 
Fox (217) 337-0120 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 

Dear colleagues: 

I am writing on behalf ofthe Champaign County Nursing Home in support ofUC2B. We 
serve 181 elderly nursing home residents who currently have limited access to the 
Internet. We support any community effort to improve technology access to the residents 
we serve, particularly as it relates to Internet use. Improving access to the Internet for our 
residents will enhance their ability to connect with people and organizations outside of 
the nursing home. 

Loneliness is one of the key factors of depression in the elderly. Enhancing access to 
people and organizations outside of the nursing home will broaden our resident's 
involvement in our community, in their families, and enrich the last years of their lives. 

The UC2B project will improve the lives of the residents we serve. Thank you for 
considering us within the scope of this project and we look forward to the expanded 
opportunities it brings our residents. 

Sincerely, 

/I~ 
Andrew Buffenbarger 
Administrator 
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COMM ISS IONERS 

Alrred "nderson. Ch~irperson 
Eddie Adair, Vice Cha irpers()n 
Bishop Lloyd E. Gwin 
Dr. Gran! G. Htnry 
J 9n ict Mil(hell 
Margaret Nfi l 
Clyde Walker 

AuguSt 5, 2009 

Housin g Authority of C ha mpaign Co unty 
205 Jv. P(lrk Allell /le - Champaign, IL 61820 

Phune: (217) J78~7100 Fax: (21 7) 378·7 J 13 

"CI/f/lllpnigil COlil/ty Be/icl'es i" Qlwlily PI/blic HOI/sing" 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Edward Rland 
Enculi"t Di rector 
Secretary. T rusurtr 

I write to fully support the Urbana Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) initiative, which proposes 10 establish a 
community-wide broadband network Ihal will connect anchor institut ions such as the two hospitals, clinics, and 
the University of Illinois. I a lso understand that, in an effort to reach vu lnerable popu lations, the broadband will 
be available to be connected to the senior residences in Champaign, Urbana and Savoy. 

As the executive director of the Housing Authority of Champaign County (HACC) I am very aware of the need 
for such resources in the HAeC senior residences. Currently we do not provide access to the internet for our 
residents and most cannot afford/do nol purchase internet access on their own. If our residents did have access 
to computers and the community broadband network I believe they would be very interested in the services that 
cou ld be offered, such as informationa l videos and websites sponsored by the loca l hospitals, social networking 
sites or e-mail to communicate with their relatives, and access to the local pub lic television archives. 

If there is "above ground" support, for example on-site computer workshops or weekly technology visits, for 
this project I am quite sure the residents would be interested and if it would significantly enhance their quality 
of li fe. 
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I look forward 10 this project being funded and providing long-needed access 10 Ihose vu lnerable popu lations 
that really have no other alternatives and because of that are at great d isadvantage and at risk of being cut off 
from many of the activities and people that matter so much to them. The Housing Authoring of Champaign 
Counly welcomes thi s opportunity and will coope rate and contribute in any way that we can. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
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Prairie Winds 
e/'Vr6tu= 

August 10, 2009 

Abdul Alkalimat 
Graduate School of Library and Infannation Science 
University of lllinois 
50 I E. Daniel St. 
Champaign IL 61820 

Dear Abdul, 

For over the past 25 years 1 have worked with older adults in different retirement 
communities, one of the most rewarding projects 1 was involved was to set up a small 
computer lab in the community. It was even more rewarding to watch a 98 year old 
woman learn how to utilize the internet and email her grandchildren allover the world. 

The residents here at Prairie Winds Supportive Living have access to one computer 
which is connected to the internet, but has its Limitations. By having broadband 
capabilities in the community, older adults would have access to such much more and 
would be able to share their experiences. Utilizing available material and developing 
programs that could be shared intergenerational would be both stimulating and rewarding 
for the residents. Prairie Winds is already wired to each apartment. 

I support the expansion of broadband project in the Champaign Urbana area. 

, 

imothy J. Boisseau 
Administrator 

1905 Prairie Winds Drive · Urbana, IL 61802 • Phone: (217) 344·6400 • Fax: (217) 344-6444 
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Mike Smeltzer
U ofl
CITES
Urbana, II 61801

Champaign Telephone Company (CTC) supports the Urbana-Champaign Big
Broadband (UC2B) project that will be reviewed and awarded by the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration. If the UC2B project is
funded by NT lA, CTC would work with our local IBEW Local 601 representatives
to create a special apprentice program for this project and recruit apprentices
from the low-income areas being served by our fiber-to-the-home project.

CTC, Inc. is a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier (CLEC) that has served
Central Illinois since 1984. CTC provides structured cabling, Internet
connectivity, Digital and IP voice services.

Thank you for your consideration and if you have any questions, please feel free
to contact me at 217-531-1000.

Michael Hosier
President
Champaign Telephone Company

1300 S. Neil Street. Champaign, IL 61820
Phone (217)344-4444. Fax (217)398-5923 • Toll Free (800)337-4282

www.ctc.biz
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2400 West Bradley Avenue, Champaign, IL 61821-1899 

217/ 351-2200· www.parkland.edu 

PARKLAND 
COLLEGE 

i 
i 
II , 

I~ 
I~ 
I 

August 10, 2009 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
1401 Constitution Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 

Dear Colleagues: 

I am pleased to write in support of the UC2B project on behalf of the "Bridging the Digital Divide" 
Computer Technology Center at the Illinois Worknet Center in Champaign, Illinois. The Parkland 
College CSIT Department is a recipient of grant funds from the Illinois Department of Commerce 
and Economic Opportunity to bridge the digital divide in our community. We have established a 
workshop to educate students on current and new technology to increase job retention and 
employment probability. We have also established a team of volunteers who with donated 
computers set up and maintain satellite Computer Technology Centers in underserved areas of 
our community. Broadband will assist in this effort by having affordable high speed connection 
to connect to the rest of the world. The Broadband initiative will also assist greatly in having 
underserved access to the education and assistance needed to be competitive in the 21 st 

Century. 

It is our mission to reach out to members of our community who have little exposure to 
technology. The UC2B project will greatly assist our efforts in making our goals to educate, 
elevate our citizens to be more competitive in our new global digital age. 
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NlETCAD J i '-: , .~ ,~ __ ; 

Public Safety Through Quality Service 

August 4, 2009 

To Whom It May Concern: 

METCAD is the primary 9-1-1 Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) serving 
Champaign County. METCAD was formed by Intergovernmental Agreement in 
1979 and is governed by a multi-jurisdictional board consisting of the City of 
Champaign, City of Urbana, University of Illinois and Champaign County as well 
as representation from rural law enforcement agencies and volunteer fire 
departments. 

In addition to being the primary 9-1-1 PSAP, METCAD also operates a county
wide digital 800 MHz trunked radio system which supports all public safety (law 
enforcement, fire & EMS) and the major public service agencies (public works, 
highway, U of I Utilities, etc.). This communications network provides full 
interoperability between all disciplines to support routine communications on a 
day-to-day basis as well as those during times of crisis or in support of homeland 
security operations. 

The infrastructure of this radio network is comprised of 5 tower sites strategically 
located throughout the county. Connectivity to these towers is provided via a 
loop-design microwave network. The proposed Big Broadband project would 
allow METCAD to establish fully redundant connectivity to at least three tower 
sites to help keep the network operational in the event of a serious microwave 
disruption. Without the ability to partner with the Big Broadband project, it is 
unlikely that METCAD would be able to fund a reliable backup network such as 
that proposed by this project. This partnership would save taxpayers significant 
money while creating a much more reliable network. 

METCAD supports the Big Broadband application and urges the review 
committee to approve it. 

Sincerely, 

~/"""::\ /:._:::"'~~::--:::::S;:----
Greg Abbott 
METCAD 9-1-1 Coordinator 

1905 East Main Street, Urbana, Illinois 61802 (217) 333-4348 
FAX (217) 384-7003 

www.metcad911.org 
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August 12, 2009 

lisa Bievenue 
Project Coordinator and Proposa l Development 
Illinois Informatics Institute 
251 G5l15, MC493 
501 E. Daniel 
Champaign, Il 61820 

Dear Ms. Bievenue: '-

Urbana Fire Rescue Services 
400 South Vine Street 
Urbana. Illinois 6180 1 
(2 17) 384-2420 
FAX (217) 384-2449 

There Urbana Fire Department has looked in many different ways to improve services via 
computerization in our Fire Stations. Big Broadband may help us in delivering se rvices much quicker. 
The Fi re Department has discussed utilizing a municipal wireless network that wou ld allow us to provide 
more efficient mobile services in our fire tru cks. 

Righ t now all fire trucks operate via cellular card to communicate with servers. Big Broadband may 
assist in making the dream of mu nicipal wireless services a reality. As for my understanding it is a very 
quick and efficient service in providing internet services. 

~~frtr 
Tony R. Foster 
Division Chief 
Prevention & Education 

TRF:ct 

Dedicated to Community Service Home a/the University o/Illinois 



Carle Foundation Hospital 
611 West Park Street, Urbana, IL 61801-2595  Phone: (217) 383-3311 
 
August 10, 2009 

 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) 

Department of Commerce 

Washington, DC 

 

Dear BTOP, 

 

This letter provides me the opportunity to express Carle Foundation Hospital’s support for 

the community broadband proposal “UrbanaOChampaign Big Broadband, or UC2B”  as a way 

of improving and enhancing high-speed Internet connections (“broadband”) to key 

community institutions and to homes throughout our region.  This project will ensure the 

building of a unified network of existing and planned public computing centers, bringing 

them to a technology standard including broadband, and providing local IT support. 

Carle Foundation Hospital is the community’s largest hospital and a regional referring 

center.  We rely on the latest technology to improve patient care, increase efficiency, and 

attract new physicians and staff to this fine community.  We see UC2B as a vital component 

to the local infrastructure and one that Carle can connect with to improve service to patients 

and the community. 

We see on the horizon the need to share information with patients in their homes.  In fact, 

many patients with chronic diseases are using web-based applications to help manage their 

health and communicate with their doctors.  Physicians and management staff often require 

access to medical information from home, mobile devices, or at other off-site facilities.  The 

nature of this information is often vital to patient care and requires large amounts of data to 

be exchanged. Expanded broadband capability throughout the community will allow fast 

transfer of these rich information files…large diagnostic images, motion video files, audio-

visual files, and expansive patient education information just to name a few.    

We view this project as a critical component to improving the community, growing 

economically, and expanding the flow of information and services throughout the area.  We 

are pleased to offer our support of this project and encourage you to look favorably upon 

this project and grant the necessary matching funding to make it a reality.  

Please let me know if I can answer any questions about Carle’s support of this initiative. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

John M. Snyder 

Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 

Carle Foundation Hospital 

611 West Park Street 

Urbana, IL 61801 
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Champaign County Health Care Consumers 
44 East Main Street, Suite #208 • Champaign, IL 61820 

 

Phone = (217) 352-6533    Fax = (217) 352-9745    

Email = cchcc@healthcareconsumers.org   Web = www.healthcareconsumers.org 
 

Grassroots organizing for health care justice and access since 1977. 
 

 

August 17, 2009 
 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 
 
Dear Colleagues at BTOP: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Champaign County Health Care Consumers (CCHCC) to support the Urbana 
Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) project. CCHCC is a citizen action organization, founded on the premise of 
participatory democracy and the belief that meaningful reforms in the health care system will come only with 
the active involvement of consumers. From its inception in 1977, CCHCC has organized to increase the 
influence of consumers who have traditionally been excluded from the health care decision-making process. 
CCHCC carries out its mission through consumer education, advocacy, and community organizing. We run 
adult dental care programs, a free Consumer Health Hotline, and the Medicare 100/Plus Program to make 
hospital health care services more affordable for low-income Medicare beneficiaries. 
 
We have an eleven-member board of directors, and a staff of seven, with many volunteers working on a dozen 
or so campaigns related to health care justice.  
 
Our current technology use is limited by funding, although we have creatively leveraged our social networks to 
broaden our impact. For example, our Health Action Network (HAN) is dedicated to empowering and 
mobilizing consumers for system change through simple coordinated actions. HAN could be more effective if 
our participants had ready access to high-speed Internet and social networking tools that could multiply our 
message. The accompanying computing and training facilities proposed in this submission would enable more 
of our volunteers to participate in discussion forums, citizen health information sharing, and meetings. By 
having this infrastructure and the facilities and training to effectively use and sustain it, our community would 
better be able to address critical issues of health care. 
 
Thank you for your attention.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Claudia Lennhoff 
Claudia Lennhoff 
Executive Director 
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August 10, 2009

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP)
Department of Commerce
Washington, DC

Dear BTOP,

I write with enthusiastic support for the community broadband proposal “Urbana�Champaign 
Big Broadband” (UC2B).  I represent the Graduate School of Library and Information Science 
(GSLIS) and the Illinois Informatics Institute (I3), both at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.  These two entities will take the lead on the “above ground” UC2B proposals.

GSLIS is consistently ranked among the best library and information science school in the 
United States, and it supports four major research areas: Information History, Economics, and 
Policy; Information Retrieval and Digital Libraries; Librarianship and Literature for Youth; and 
Social Informatics.   Research and engagement in the area of community informatics is a subset 
of the social informatics work at GSLIS.

I3 is an interdisciplinary initiative arising from the strategic plan of the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, aimed at coordinating informatics-related research, service, and teaching 
activities across the campus.  One of the campus-wide activities overseen by I3 (in cooperation 
with GSLIS) is the Community Informatics Initiative, which involves more than fifty faculty 
from more than twenty departments and provides funding for the development of research and 
teaching activities focused on the effective deployment of information technology in community 
settings.  In addition, I3 runs a Corporate Roundtable that promotes collaboration between the 
University of Illinois and its corporate partners, with a focus on information science as applied to 
tmany different business activities, from knowledge management and social networking to 
mapping and modeling to information retrieval and preservation. 

Both GSLIS and I3 recognize the value of a community-wide broadband network for research 
and public engagement. GSLIS has a significant history of community networking and outreach, 
having launched and maintained for nearly 20 years one of the first community networks, 
Prairienet, which is now incorporated into the Community Informatics Initiative. With a 
community-wide broadband service, we expect to enjoy many opportunities for participatory 
research, learning, and community development that contribute to improving life for our most 
vulnerable neighbors. Prairienet’s TOP grant gave us both a good start and lots of experience 
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with computer networking and training in partnership with low-income families and the organizations 
that serve them. We expect that this project will also reinforce the view of Champaign-Urbana as a high 
tech hub, which is likely to draw more business to the community and to the  I3  Corporate Roundtable. 
In addition,Corporate Roundtable members are very likely to contribute to the business development 
component of the Sustainable Adoption effort.  

We are convinced of the potential of UC2B and look forward to leveraging existing community 
partnerships as well as building new relationships, all of which will afford us many opportunities to 
study and answer significant questions about community networks and informatics.

Sincerely,

John Unsworth
Dean, Graduate School of Library and Information Science
Director, Illinois Informatics Institute
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UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 

The Community Infonnatics lnitiatlve 

Gradu;J.te 5<:hool of Ubrary and Information SOence 
501 East Daniel Street 
Olampalgn, II.. 61820-6211 

August 10, 2009 

I 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 

Dear colleagues at STOP: 

I am writing on behalf of the Community Informatics Initiative (ell) to support the 
Ultana Champaign Big Broadband (UC2B) project. Cll is a research, teaching and public 
engagement center within the Graduate School of Library and Information Science. While we 
were only established in 2007, we emerged out of Prairie net and remain committed to its legacy 
of community partnerships around information and communication technologies. (?rairienet, now 
included in CII, was a freenet founded in 1993 to improve local information access in 
Champaign-Urbana and the east central Illinois.) Community informatics at Illinois prioritizes 
collaborations with marginalized communities to create solutions to the most serious crises 
threatening society as a whole: poverty, health, violence, and food security, for example. We have. 
unique strengths and expertise that come from fifteen years of university -campus partnerships 
with peopl~ anq orgapiutions in porth Clwnpa,ign, ~t St. Louis, ~d Chicago. More recently 
we have partnered with organizations in rural Illinois and West Africa. 

The 50 or so graduate students and nine faculty and staffofCII aim to increase literacy in 
the internet age, promote equitable access to the means of digital production, and investigate 
communication policy. As a new program, we anticipate expanding and joining fully in the MAD 
Lab, broadband course offerings, and oversight of the various proposed public computing 
facilities. 

By having this broadband infrastructure and the socia1 networks to support it, critical 
understandings would develop not only of how communities access, create, organize and share 
infonnation, but also the types and qualities of connections between and among communities. 
This funding would provide an incomparable opportunity for creative and ongoing uses of 
networks to build civic awareness and engagement toward the common good. 

Thank you for the time and consideration you give to the UC2B proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Q0M/VI (u;1",-
Sharon Irish, Ph.D. 
Project Coordinator 
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UN I VE R S ITY OF ILLI NO I S 

A T UR B ANA-C H AMPAIG N 

O ffi ce of the Provost and Vice Chancellor 
for Academic A ffairs 

Swanlund Administration BlIilding 
601 E.%t John Street 
Champaign, lL 61820 

Department of Commerce 
National Telecommunications and 

Information Administration 
Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 

Dear Colleagues : 

August 10,2009 

It is my pleasure to express my support for the UC2B broadband proposal coming forward tram the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Specific commitments of money, material, and personnel are 
documented in other letters, so my purpose here is to provide context on why it makes sense for our campus to 
lead this effort on behalf of the community. 

As a research university, [Il inois is justly proud of its history of innovation in developing cutting-edge 
technologies. We have been an international leader in the science and technology of electronic communication 
for as long as these research areas have been in existence. 

As a land grant university, we have a deep heritage of serving community needs. The land-grant ideal, 
which strives 10 unite the public service mission of the university with its powerful research and teaching 
missions, has proven to be both sturdy and supple enough to master new challenges for a century and a half. But 
our new century requires yet new forms of engagement, and we must be ready to embrace them. 

Our UC2B proposal creates an enormous opportunity to make full use of our technological capabilities 
in support of a project that promises to have a trans formative effect on the Champaign-Urbana area. Onc 
powerful effect will be to stimulate the local economy through the creation of jobs necessary 10 implement and 
sustain th is project. Even more important is the effect UC2B will have by creating high level computing 
capabilities for underserved, low-income areas in Champaign and Urbana. In tum, the project will not only 
enable the university to strengthen its fiber optic infrastructure, but will itself become a major research site for 
scholars and students who study the uses and effects of electronic communication and enhanced computing 
capacity for the people who engage them. 

The goal of this project - to lay the foundation for a longer term project that would use high speed, fiber 
optic network to connect all homes, businesses, schools, libraries, churches and public buildings in Champaign 
and Urbana to a high-speed, fiber-optic network - is unthinkable without the kind of support being sought 
through the UC2B proposal. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Robert Easter 
Interim Provost and Vice Chancellor 
for Academic Affairs Designate 

telep/rQlle (217) 333-6677 · fux (217) 244-5639 
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Vice Chancellor for Student Affai rs 

5wanlund Administration Building 
601 East John Street 
Champaign, IL 61820 

August 10,2009 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLI NO I S 
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 

Dear Col leagues: 

J write thi s letter in support of the UC2 B broadband app lication. In my capac ity as the Vice Chancell or 
for Student Affairs, I superv ise a number of cam pus units currently invo lved in publ ic engagemen t 
efforts. Some of those un its are as fo llows: Dean of Students, Counseling Center, McKinley I-Iealth 
Center and the Office of Inclusion and Intercultural Relations which covers the African American, La 
Casa Lat ina, Asian American, Native American cultura l centers as well as the offices of LGBT and 
Women's Resources. 

Each of the above units, in addition to work ing with students also works with fam ilies and youth in the 
local twin ci ties of Champaign and Urbana, Il linois. All of the units dissem inate information to the loca l 
publi c as well as to students and staff. They uti lize the internet heav ily to share their information. Some 
examples of our current outreach activ ities include information sharing on physica l and menta l wellness 
issues, tutoring, and mentoring public school students, and information sharing on issues affecting the 
qua lity of life fo r campus students and community members. We also informa lly serve to prov ide 
infonnation to the local community regardi ng how to create positive interactions between our student 
population and the local community. 

One of the significant challenges for local community members is accessing the diverse and extensive 
knowledge base of the University of Il li nois. Cit izens are somet imes frustrated by the lack of a central 
point of conlact when seeking interact ions with specific campus units. Our divi sion wou ld utilize the 
proposed loca l computing labs as a means of communicating campus resources through a web site 
pub licized at the loca l labs contai ni ng re levant outreach activ ities and informat ion. With broadband 
service at the local labs, college students could work with youth in thei r own sett ings, thus enhanci ng 
thei r interactions. Some of our cu ltural centers also work with youth on producing their own media 
projects. Having access to high speed internet would greatly enhance and expand those efforts. Finally, 
we are able to connect the commu nity with student vol unteers who can assist in the various service sites. 
Most community mentoring or tutoring sites do not have high specd internet access and thus are not 
nearly as effective as they would be with stich a service. We bel ieve that this project would be a 
wonderful asset in the attcmpt of the Office of the Vice Chance llor for Student Affai rs to continue its 
outreach to the loca l commu nity. 

For these reasons, I am pleased to provide my SUppOlt for this proposa l. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Renee Romano, 
Vice Chancellor Student Affai rs 

phone 217-333-1300 • fax 217-244-6623 



telephone�(217)�244�7719 • fax�(217)�265�4183

UNIVERSITY�OF� �ILLINOIS�
AT��URBANA�CHAMPAIGN�

�

August 10, 2009 

Broadband Technology Opportunities Program   
Department of Commerce   
Washington, DC  

Dear Colleagues: 

I am writing to explain our participation in UC2B. 

First, some background information. Illinois Promise (I-Promise) is an access scholarship 
program for high achieving, low-income students at the University of Illinois. All key 
educational expenses are covered for these students and a community of support as well as 
enrichment programs is offered to help ensure their success.  Launched in 2005 with a first 
cohort of 129 students, we are anticipating 700 students in AY 09/10. Each student has a family 
income that is at or below the poverty level.  Other demographics include: approximately 75% of 
students are of color, 80% are first-generation college students, and 20% are legally independent. 
We’re pleased that educational outcome data parallels or exceeds data for the general University 
of Illinois student population as a whole: four-year retention rate 82% v. 83%; four-year 
graduation rate 66% v. 66%; anticipated five-year graduation rate 85-90% v. 80%; application to 
graduate school 43% v. 34%. It is clear that if you give talented, deserving students without the 
financial means a chance to succeed, they will do just that.  As one ’09 I-Promise graduate 
wrote, “Many I-Promise students such as me realize the meaning of being given something.  We 
optimize our experience with what we have, and we push to move beyond the ordinary, because 
we know the challenge is worth it." This student is now Vice President of Talent Management at 
AIESEC, a NGO in Oman. 

There are three ways I-Promise students can contribute to and benefit by the UC2B initiative.   

First, UC2B contemplates a computer lab.  As it happens, I-Promise is exploring sources of 
funding for a laptop loan program.  Approximately a quarter of our students do not own 
computers. In this regard, with laptop computers, we could establish a virtual computer lab that 
would help contribute to the success of this unique group of students on campus. Such computers 
might include software that enables access to the library, departmental educational software, and 
other University online resources. Limited Internet access is a particular concern these students 
have when they return to their home communities. It would be highly valuable if the virtual 
computer lab would also include portable Internet-enabled laptops that the I-Promise students 
take home during university breaks. 

Second, I-Promise students are uniquely situated to volunteer for community outreach initiatives 
contemplated by the UC2B proposal. Ninety-nine percent of our I-Promise students reported 
volunteer service in a senior survey conducted earlier this year.  Some will be from the Urbana-
Champaign area and all will able to relate to the needs of the more disadvantaged areas in the 
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community. We are committed to communicating UC2B community-engagement opportunities 
with the I-Promise population. 

Third, there are certain to be some I-Promise students drawn to the Informatics minor and 
interested in community broadband as a subject of study. These students would represent a 
valuable addition to the core group of students providing student leadership for the UC2B 
initiative.

In addition to the specifics ways in which I-Promise students can contribute to and benefit from 
UC2B, it is also possible that our collaboration will help make I-Promise visible to low-income, 
high school students who might not otherwise be aware of the support to low-income students 
available through the University of Illinois.

For all of these reasons, we are pleased to provide our enthusiastic support for this proposal. 

Sincerely,

Susan Gershenfeld 
Director, Illinois Promise Student Services 
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August 10, 2009 

Broadband Technology Opportunity Program 
Department of Commerce 
Washington, D.C 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to express support of the UC2B proposal. 

I wish to pledge the support of the staff of the Office of Minority Student Affairs to help in the 
development and implementation of the UI broadband proposal. OMSA has existed on campus 
since 1968. We arc responsible for providing leadership in developing, implementing and 
coordinating student support services and activities designed to assist underrepresented SlUdcnts' 
personal development. academic achievement, and graduation. The department serves African 
American. Latino/a, and Native American undergraduates, as well as students from all 
backgrounds who are admitted through programs such as the Educational Opportuni ties 
Program. the President's Awards Program, and the Liberal Arts and Sciences' Transition/Bridge 
Program. 

Programs <md unit s wit hin OMSA include: 

. The monitoring of underrepresented freshman progress which includes mentoring, 
encouragement, support, and infonnation designed to help freshmen acclimate to the University, 
and to persist and achieve academic excellence. Graduate student counselors provide much of 
the monitoring. The main focus of the program, whieh is monitored by OMS A professionals, IS 

to improve campus climate by making a large campus feel smaller, friendlier, and more 
manageable to first-year minority students through individual attention and assistance . 

• The Academic Services Center, located on the east side of the quad, assists students in 
developing the confidence, independence, and active learning skills necessary to meet both the 
Uni versity's academic standards and students' ind ividual educational goals. This skill 
development is faci litated directly through tutorials, structured study groups, review sessions, 
supplemental instruction, and study skills workshops as well as by mobili zing other campus and 
community resources . 
• OMSA also coordinates the McNair Scholars Program, US. Department of Education-funded 
TRIO program, the goal of which is to increase the number of underrepresented minority 
students who pursue graduate study and enter careers as professors. Approximately 30% of the 

Ttft~'" 217·JJ}.(1054 F ... ,,217·244-OJ49 1V',b www.omsa.iIIi n ()i~ ... tlu 
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Scholars plan to have careers in higher education; therefore, they are highly competent role 
models who can work with youth in the public schools as well as students on campus. We 
typically have 40 McNair Scholars (future faculty) each year; these are rising juniors and seniors 
who enjoy at least a GPA average of B. They complete ambitious research projects and present 
them each summer at the Annual McNair Symposium. Nearly 50% of the students work on 
campus helping others as employees or volunteers. Their technical skills are typical higher than 
other University of lIlinois students. 

_ In addition, an assistant director advises the Minority Association of pre-health students 
(MAPS) that has a membership of more than one hundred students enroll ed in science based 
curricula across the campus. We have advised this organization and its forerunners for more than 
thirty years; MAPS alumni are faculty members and medical professionals around the country. 
Another staff member advises the Minority Association of Future Attorneys (MAF A). 

_Two other TRIO programs include Project Upward Bound, which has as its goal the placement 
of low-income and minority high school students into college, and Student Support Services, 
which provides intensive monitoring and academic services to 50 of the University' s most at-ri sk 
students. A program in the Office of the Provost, the Principal Scholars Program, serves 
approximately one hundred local high school students on Saturdays in an academic and 
enrichment program throughout the year. Many of the students live in low-income households 
where technology is not available. 

The above-described programs and services for undergraduates provide a large population of 
undergraduates, many of whom are both qualified and motivated to assist the youth of the local 
community with motivation and assistance with regular classroom instruction as well as 
enrichment activities such as learning to use digital resources. 

In addition, the last bullet describes the type of structured assistance programs that already assist 
low-income and underrepresented students, but are nowhere near sufficient to serve the entire 
community. In fact, Parkland College's federal TRIO Educational Talent Search grant was 
defunded three years ago. The Educational Talent Search grant served 600 middle and high 
school students and provided basic skills, tutoring and preparation for college services, in a 
manner similar for what we do with our eighty Upward Bound high school students. 

We would be very pleased to join in your efforts to create an UI Broadband supportive 
environment. The concept of "intentional engagement with technology" is a shared vision for 
developing the environment that our underrepresented sludents need. Between our joint efforts 
we can create the "push and pull" that is key in not only the recruitment, but the retention of 
talented students. 

Grantfunds are needfor: 

I. Providing local students with opportunities to learn 21 st century skills in writing, multimedia, 
online publ ishing, and co llaboration. Ms. Janice Mitchell, community parent liai son in Urbana 
public schools has been a volunteer in the school district in developing an after school 
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