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Mural Depicts Local

Black History:
Local Artist Bring Black
History to Life

ny xamm D. ROBINSON
Staff Writer

the Illinois Central Railroad laid its

you
talk about the blacks in Champaign,
this is where it all began.
“No mnw?r# what

N
The City of Champnuns got
Aaflrblckasmelmwhim‘

:
hampaign. ﬁg ,‘uut r.hausl:t il:
‘be a fitting place.
““The majority of the blacks in
this rhood have been here

"At least 10 families (hers in-
cluded) have been here since 1860.
They have just as much claim to
the area as the first white. families,
and I just want to show not only the
black oommunlw, but the city as a
whole, that blacks do have a stake

RJ vers said that the main purpose
of the murat is to give blacks,
ounger ones, “sume—
thing u:ey wlli be able to identify
with.""
ki § it's abnul time that some
yonnger

mﬁre At least this will give them
something that they can be proud
of'ﬂm t they can say they worked

Am'.‘mlmg to Rivers, the mural

LOCAL ARTISTS BRING HISIQH\'TD LIFE!
MMMMMILW. M. Mitchell and

neighbo
s(neethewmoltlle century,” she

ERE:

Rivers and several other black ar-
tists and suggested that a mural be
p somewhere in the SREE
ity.

A&:;d I:h“;‘l Mini Park p‘i: was cho-
sen, . group got - go-ahead
from the ChamMcn'\Pirk'Dinﬂct,
the next step, Rivers said, was try-
ing to find the funds necessary for
paints and supplies.

Rivers said that a division of
CETA had offered to fund the pro-
ject, but she was hesitant to go that
mt: because of “all the mtrlc-

i e T
i sight, they to
the CETA fund-

Wlﬂ: most of the mnjnr problems
solved now, Rivers estimates that
work on the project should progress
rather quickly.
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Park Street at 5th Street



A Pictorial History of African Americans of Champaign
County



The Wall
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Measurements of the Wall




First Themes of the Mural
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Defining Themes and Color Schemes



The Crew



Sealing and
Tuck-pointing the
Wall




Sandblasting




Priming the Wall




The Primed Wall
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First Section of the Graft: Placement
and Perspective



Putting the Grid the Wall



Rivers with Cartoon
of the Mural



Transferring Cartoon on to the Wall



Morning Setup for Painting



First Stages of
Painting




Afternoon Take Down and
Clean Up



Placement

Second Section of Wall Graft



Drawing of Adjustments to
Graft




Begin to Transfer the
Second Stage of Cartoon




Mural: Completing Second
Section



Drawing of Slave Quarters
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Fourth Section of Wall Graft:
Extending Around the Corner




Mural: Painting the Third and
Fourth Sections
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The Finished Mural



History Begins in Africa: Ancient
Egypt and Caravans to Great
Kingdoms of the Sahel
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The Middle Passage and Slavery



The Family



Farmer Plowing His Field:
Moving Forward



Looking Toward to a
New Future



The End
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