A COMMUNITY ADVOCACY DEPOT FOR CHAMPATIGN COUNTY

Introduction

The poor comunities of Champaign County, and particularly the Black community of
North Champaign~Urbana, are concerned that they should have a significant voice
in the rebuilding and redesigning of their environment, However, many of the pro-
lems that are faced by such people require technical knowledge in the fields of
architecture, urban planning, engineering and even law and commerce, Such exper=-
tise is not normally freely available to poor communities and without it they are
unable to propose new solutions for the problems of their environment or even to
criticise solutions that are offered to them by outside agents,

The purpose of the Community Advocacy Depot, (C.A.D.) is, in very broad terms, to
fill this need for professional and technical expertise, In Champaign-Urbana the
greatest source for technical knowledge is quite clearly the University of Illinois
and it is this resource that the C,A,D. intends to involve in the solution of the
poor community's problems. There are three approaches that are central to the role
of the C,A.D, It is an initiative that has come from the poor community itself and,
since these are the people who will be most affected by any solutions to urban pro-
lems, control of C.A.D. must remain with the urban poor and minority groups. This
will ensure that those who best know the problems will have a significant hand in
molding the total environment to their particular needs and as an expression of
their own life styles and aesthetics,

Secondly, to further ensure the appropriateness of technical solutions, those who
supply such help will work within the C,A.D. in close collaboration and interaction
with members of the poor commnity., This work will be carried on within the co-
mmunity at various depots set up within the districts considered for design, The
first depot funded by C.A.D., is at 118 N, First Street, Champaign, By being active-
ly involved with these problems the professional and technical experts will become
more aware of the relationship of their expertise to human needs,

Thirdly, because the members of the poor commnity will be involved in the processes
of redesigning and rebuilding their own environment they will become aware of the
relevance of various techinical skills, It is the intention of the C.A.D, to per-
form an educational function to help members of the poor community both to under-
stand their environmental problems and the solutions and also to encourage interest
in the courses avalilable at State Universities.

The C.A.,D. is deliberately unbureaucratic and flexible in that it intends to re-~
spond to whatever needs the poor community may have, It is, of course, a non-pro-
fit organization which can only survive if it is responsive to those it is trying
tc serve, can supply the necessary techinal aid, and produces effective results,

A brief introduction can only serve to give the flavor of such a flexible and broad-
ly based organization, The following pages will consider in greater detail the
goals and functions of the C,A.D, and the methods it intends to use, There the
relationship of the C,A.D, to the poor commnity and to the University will be amp~
lifieds Finally the projects with which it is presently engaged will be described
together with possibilities for future work.
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The goals, functions, and methods of the C,A.,D. are closely interrelated and in-
terdependent. Consequently a description of its activities is in some senses
bound to be repetitive. In order to clarify, as well as possible, the C.A.D.'s
philosophy and approach we shall consider its actions in six roles.

1.) The C,A.D. as "problem finder",

2,) The C.A.D, as consultant in problem solution,

3.) The C.A.D. as consultant in solution implementation.
L4,) The C.,A.D, as "Teacher",

5.) The C.A.D. as it relates to the poor community.

6.) The C,A.D. as it relates to the University.

i..The C,A.D, as "Problem Finder",

It should be clear that the promises of the C,A.D., are such that it considers that
the setting of priorities between problems is the perogative of the communities
affected by the problems, Indeed the C,A.D, will at all times play a consultants
role to the poor community. However, it will be one of the tasks of the C.A.D, to
make itself aware and the poor comminity aware of the range and variety of problems
with which it is faced.

Mach of this aspect of communication between the C,A.D. and the poor community will
be discussed in section (5). Here, however, we may note that there are specific
ways in which C.A.D. will become aware of problems,

1) The C.A.D. is at present involved in presenting design solutions for one of
the most pressing problems of north Champaign-Urbana., Through involvement
with this problem, and the people it concerns, the C.A.D, automatically be-
comes aware of many related difficulties in the urban environment, It is one
of the functions of the C,A.D. to be aware of and note any problems that it
meets in the course of its work.

2) The C.A.D, will be run by a coalition of representatives from the poor com-
minity. Through these people problems will be presented to the C,A.D.

3) As part of its staff the C,A.,D, will have a number of indigenous experts whose
work will be to contimually represent community points of view to the C,A.D.
This work will necessarily entall the expert in developing contacts through-
out all levels of the poor community.

4) As part of its activities the C,A,D, will conduct house to house camvassing
to establish grass-roots involvement, It is at this level that C.A.D. may
be able to learn of or perceive whatever problems there may be,

5) It will be part of the role of the C.A.D. to point out to the poor commnity
the problems that are seen to be arising. The C,A.,D. will also be able to
offer its services in helping the community to decide upon priorities and
problem solution, This role will be carried out through all channels of con-
tact with the poor commnity,

Thus it can be seen that by being controlled by the poor community, the C,A.D. is
part of that community and it will confront people on their own level with their
local problems, In this way C.A.D. and the poor communities will develop a greater
awareness of the problems that exist,
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In the face of these problems groups from the poor community might approach C.A.D,
to help them find solutions. Alternatively C,A.D. might advocate solutions to
various problems and organige people around these issues in an attempt to overcome
theirs,

The Role of C,A,D. in problem solving

The C,A,D, will at all times be concerned that any of problem solutions that it
may help to find should be solutions that are acceptable to those for whom they
are proposed, Thus part of the apparatus for problem solving is the community
Jury. If the C,A.D, is involved in suggesting solutions to problems it will wish
to have these solutions commented upon by a jury from the poor commnity. Here
the C,A.,D. can be seen in the consultant type of role acting for its clients, the
poor cormmunity.

There will be three major functions of the C,A,D, as a problem solver, Firstly,
various groups and organizations from the poor community may request that C,A.D,
act as consultants to them on various projects. Secondly, the C.A.D, may be em-
ployed to review solutions that are proposed for community problems by agencies
outside of the poor community, Finally, the C,A,D, may, in the course of its work
perceive problems and needs in the poor community and it will present solutions
for these to the minority groups to stimulate comment, discussion and possibly
action,

Solutions will be found by creating an enviromment within which technical experts
and representatives and members of the black and poor white communities can in-
teract to tackle problems.,

1) Much of the technical and professional expertize will be recruited from the
University of Illinois in that graduate students and faculty members will
be attached to the C,A,D, If a specific skill is not immediately available
from the staff of the C.A,D. they will be able to enlist the services of

someone who has the necessary training,

2) The C.A.D, will also have knowledge of the other resources and services
avallable to members of the poor commnity, Thus individuals or groups with
specialized problems may be referred to existing social agencies etc..(e.gz.
legal aid),

3) The C,A.D, will have personnel from a broad range of fields: architecture,
law, recreation, urban plamnning, social work, engineering, commerce, and so
forth, The people will be available to work on any problem that comes up =
in interdisciplinary teams if necessary, - and will thus be able to provide
a comprehensive approach to problem solving,

4) 1In the process of problem solving these people will at all times be aided
by, and be in consultation with, the indigenous experts and other members of
the black or poor white community,

5) In order to produce meaningful solutions two processes of education must
occur, Firstly, the professional and technical experts rust be made aware
of the particular needs, desires and life styles of their clients.
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Secondly, the members of the poor community will be able to make a more sig-
nificant input to solutions (and thus have greater control) if they under-
stand the work and approach of each expert.

3.The Role of the C,A.Ds in solution implementation.

Since the Black community and poor white community should have control over
their own environment it is they who decided whether or not to implement a
solution and make it reality., Thus implementation is a responsibility of the
poor community. However, the C./.D. is available to act in whatever role the
poor community may require in order to further implementation. The C.A.D.
can help in the following ways.

1) Identify Federal, State, or local agencies who might be responsible
for providing requested services or who might be able to provide
needed financial support.

2) Jhssist the poor community in making applications to agencies etc.
for funding or other help.

3) Identify various means of getting action towards problem solution.

4) Assist the poor community in making contracts with private or publie
bodies to do work for the poor community.

5) To review and evaluate work done by contractors and other groups
for the poor community.,

6) It will also be part of the C.i.D. to advocate to the poor commun-
ity the resources that are within the poor community itself and may
be available to tackle problems,

7) In the course of implementation the poor comnmunity will need expert
statements and advice for its dialogues with agencies, contractors,
and otherss The C.A.D. will be able to provide this.

4, The C.A.,D. as "teacher".

As an entirely new venture the C,A.,D, will provide a "learning experience”
for everyone involved. It will, however, be aware of this process and try

to enhance it in every way. There will be tthree broad sides to this activity.
The first is to educate the technical and professional people in the desires
and nesads of poor black people and poor white people. The second is to help
the poor communities become aware of the problems they have and the means
available for their solution. The third aspect is to actively interest mem-
bers of the urban poor in the various professions and in means of acquiring
this expertise through school, college, and university.

luch of this training will occur as members of the poor community and the
professions work together to produce problem solutions. More broadly, the
Csf4Ds newsletters and open meetings (discussed in (5) below) will be infor-
mative.

The Cefi¢De will provide these specific educational services:

1) liembers of the poor community may become involved involved in in
ternchips and job training programmes working on C.A.D. projectes,
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Thus high school students may find that men can contribute as drafts-
men, participants in surveys, research assistants ete,

2) Curricula will be developed for introductory courses to various pro-
fessions as they relate to urban problems. These will be available
to schools and will be taught in classes within the community advocacy
depots and the schools.

3) There will be class rooms at the C.A.D.'s where indigenous experts
can discuss problems with professional and technical experts.

4) There will be presentations and lectures to community boards and
Jjuries.

5)  liuch of the publicity of the C.A.D. will be informative of the prob-
lems that exist and possible solutions,

The C.h.Ds as it relates to the Poor Communities.

The sucess or failure of he C.,A,D. depends to a large extent on its ability
to be an agent of the poor Black and poor white communities - and to be
effectively controled by men in their own interests. Thus the C.A.D. will
be concerned to develop contacts with all types of representatives in th.e
poor communities, This will be accomplished in a number of ways:

1) The C.A.D. will establish a community newsletter to inform the poor
community of problems that are arising, actions that are being taken, and
Ceh.De activities.

2) The Cu#.De will advertise itself through social service agencies,
local fraternal organizations:, educational institutions, local news media
and community papers and so forth

3) In establishing a broad based representation for itself in the poor
community the C,/A.D. will be concerned to contact all those groups that are
presently engaged in activities in solving urban problems. C,A.D. will hold
open meetings to which such groups will be invited.

4) CAD. will also conduct door-to-door canvasing to elicit support
from the poor white and poor Black community.

5) C.t.D. will encourage the formation of a board in the poor community
to oversee its work,

6) The C.A.D. will always present any solutions it may find to meetings
and forums, In this way it will be open to suggestions from any member of
the poor community.

7) The role of the indigenous expert in opening and maintaining com-
munication between Black people, the poor whites and the C.A.D. has already
been expressed.

8) The C./i.Ds will establish its depots in the areas within which it is
working (i.e. scattered in Horth



Champaign-Urbana, Wilbur Heights, Barr Addition, ete.

In this more intimate contact can be established between C,A,D.
and those people specifically concerned with the problems under review.

ix) Community juries and representatives will at all times judge
the suitability of projects and solutions and decide upon action to
implement etc. Thus, the consultant role of the C.A.D. is made clear
and the position of the technical expertise in that it is controlled by the
poor community.

6. The C.A.D. as it relates to the University

In the community of Champaign-Urbana the University of Illinois 1s
the largest resource of expertise available. While the C,A,D. does not
rule out help from other sources of expertise, its immediate interest is in
the University., Clearly the C,A,D. cannot function unless students and
staff from the University are available to provide knowledge.

In order that the C,A,D. should be a permanent organization some
permanent lines of commnication have to be established with the
University. Also, to answer a consistent effort from professional and
technical experts. There has to be some method in which these people
work for C.A.D. on something more than a volunteer, spare time basis.
The CoA.De is5 approaching various colleges ard departments within ths
University to obtain specific commitments from them related to their
particular fields, However, some general mechanisms can be propesed.

i) Students who work on C,A,D, projects should be getting academic
credit for their at the depots. This will ensure a consistent effort.

ii) Certain members of faculty within each department should be
detailed to act as permanent liason with C.A.De., supplying students etc. as
the years go by.

iii) The University may be able to assist C,A.D. in writing proposals for
research funds, funds for project studies, and internship or assistantship
salaries,

The University will find that the C.A.D, can provide an extremely
valuable learning experience for students. They will become directly
involved in real life projects, the assesment of human needs, and the
difficulties of putting theory intopractice. They will also become involved in
interdisciplinary activities where they will learn the relationships of
their specific discipline to others,

It will be clear that the success of C,A.D. depends on the type of
commitment that the University makes and onthe suitability of this
commitment as it fits in with the aims and philosophy of the C.A.D,

In broad terms a commitment in terms of personnel and ever, perhaps,

money is needed, Yet this must be made in such a way that control of
what the C.A.D. does, and of those who work there, remains firmly with the
black and poor white communities, In this sense it is felt that those
students who work for C,A.D., should work in the C.A.D,'s which are

close to the community and not within the academic atmosphere of the
University and its classrooms and studios.



Present and Future Projects of C.A.D.

liany of the projects that C.AiD, is presently involved with are of a physical na-
ture, however, there is a need for work in social areas and it is not intended that
the work of the C,A,D, should exclude such projects., It will be noted that the list
of future work includes projects on public parks & recreation, comprehensive plann-
ing, and other social services, The list of present and future projects presented
below is intended purely as an indication of the type of work - it is not compre-
hensive,

Present Projects:

The C.A.D. has reviewsd proposals for various housing projects in North-East Cham-
paign:

2 ts - 116 unit housj oderate income
Pamilioh) uhnee THATESE ARATIERRLS potiora by Phe RoTthEnd "B BgReEElve
Development Corporation and Interfaith,

ii) Turnkey I proposals for the development of 120 units of
Public Housing by seven developers,

iii) Single family housing units under FHA 235 program.
A1l of these projects have been reviewed in the light of the needs of
those families that will occupy their. The results have been made available

to various financing agencies and sponsors involved,

On Going and PFuture FPro jects

i) The C.A.D, is making proposals for incorporation in the design of low
cost housing units made with factory produced components,

ii) C.A.D. is to prepare a comprehensive plan, (physical, social and economic)
for the Morthern Section of Champaign-Urbana.

1ii) C.A.Ds, in conjunction with facilities and expertise from the Civil
Engineering Department of the University of Illinois, will produce a PERT
analysis for the construction of a commnity shopping center,

iv) C,A.Ds has advised and will advise tenants of housing projects on the
formation of groups for self-help,.

v) CsA.Ds will prepare proposals for needed urban recreation centers and
local parks,

The list of projects could go on but these serve to indicate the type
of work that C.A,D, is presently involved with, The scope of operations of C,A,D.
is limited by only two things. The interest that poor black and poor white
commnities have in tackling the problems of their environment, and the
expertise and help that is made available by the University of Illinois, The
concern of the pooor community itself is well demonstrated by its existing groups
and projects and by the establishment of the C,A.Ds All that remains is the
need for a firm and continuing commitment from the University of:Illinois to
support students and faculty if their part in C,A,D. Only with this can



CueAsDe go on to undertake the many and varied projects that the poor
comminity will present to it.



PROGRESS ASSOCIATION FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
MINUTES

hpril 16, 1970

The Board of Directors for Progress Association for Economic Development met
in the office of PAED - 116 North First street = 7:30 pm.

Those present were:

Messrs: J, Johnson, Dick favis, Willie Gordon, Ted Adkinson
Mmes: Rev, Mullens, L.M. Sankey, J.M:. Barbee

Corrections to the April 8 mlnutea are; paragraph eight (8) should read " The
PAED Board" ,

Mr. Johnson made a motion that lr. Ted Adkinson be a member of the PAED Board,
motion seconded and passed,

lMr. Johnson stated that: lrs. J. Barbee contacted ir. Robert Byrd in Phila=-
delphia in regards to the letter sent to this Affiliate a week ago (written by
Mr. Campbell, signed by Gus Roman) *see minutes of April 8, 1970, Iir, Johnson
explained our needs re: our EDTC program, and wrote a letter to follow up the
telephone conversation.

lMr., Johnson made a motion that the Developers, using whatever Technical Assis=-
tance required to identify Programs for Black businesses in our community other
than managerial or our EDIC program and identify fund resources for our PAED
Board,

Mr, Hansbrough stated that we do have a list of Black owned businesses in
Champaign-Urbana on file. Mr. Johnson stated that a letter should be sent to
all small businesses, letting them know our concern, lir. Johnson suggested that
a form letter be sent out to businesses, employing Blacks, in hopes that those
Blacks would be sent to us to take advantage of our Managerial Training Classes.
lir, Hansbrough explained that we have only two (2) months left to organize; the
allotted time for an EDIC program is 24-26 weeks., Enrollees should be 20 per
class, Total enrollment should be no more than 40. lir. Johnson moved that

the Secretary be instructed to write a letter of introduction to businesses in
Champaign County, accept those identified by the developers and personal contacts,
motion seconded - passed, lir. Hansbrough explained that the usual time limit for
the EDTC program is 24-26 weeks, and that pupils enrolled should number 20 per
class, no more than 40 - which means two (2) classes,




PAED Minutes

Page 2
L/16 /70

The President, Rev, Mullens ack that each board member give a report on
persons contacted for the PAED board.
Reports as follows:

1. Contact by lir. John Johnson: ~ ’
a) Hrs., Jgnes - yes = A~y E.:(‘L«w- o el THain €. g
b) Rev., Burks - 1
c) George Pope - interested
d) &llis Vashington - interested

2. Leonard Mason:
a) Prof, Charles Quick - interested, will give answer later.

3. Willie Gordon: /
a) Tommy Drish - yes f
b) Taylor -yes , Joe bLee
¢) Rev, Keaton - ? e

L, Rev. liullens:
a) Kathryn Humphrey - yes

Charlie Johnson, Evelyn Burnelt and Loretha Harmon have already made commit-
ments ‘to the Board.
Mesting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Lorraine M, Sankey, Secretary
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COMMUNITY ADVOCACY DEPOT
Proposed Budget = 1971 (Minimal)

I. Personnel $4,000
L quarter-time assistants at $1,000
Students, University of I1linois
Architecture
Engineering
Law
Urban Planning
6 Urban Development Interns at $500 3,000

Students, Parkland Community College
and High School Seniors

*Note: We are not asking salaries for staff.

1I. Expenses Loo
Travel (Basically to Chicago and Springfield)

IITI. Facilities 1,500
Rent & Utilities at $125 per month
Custodial services provided by Neighborhood Youth Corps

IV. Office Supplies and Equipment (1st year) 1,000
This includes some non-recurring items
such as parallel bars, luxo lamps, rapidio graph sets and
illustration boards

V. Telephones at $25 per month 300

VI, Postage, xeroxing and mimeographing 300



THE COMMUNITY ADVOCACY DEPOT PRESENTS A NEIGHBORHOOD YOUTH DESIGH DEPOT
PROJECT ' -

To offer the following educational and vocatlonal programs:
ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN

To establish a concern for the increased problems found in neighborhood
life and methods to resolve them.

BLUE PRINT READING AND DRAFTING
Establish a vocational ability among young people to read and draft
blue prints.

HOME MANAGEMENT
The art of interior design of home, how to get the best from a house.

BASIC MATH
A refresher course for some an educational course for others in the
techniques of basic math.

READING AND WRITING
Building the art of self expression and written communication.

CULTURAL VOCATION
Black history and arts. Developing a greater understanding of the
past and future among Black children.

WHERE :
Boy's Club -- Second and Park street.
Willard Elementary School == Church and Fifth Street.
CAD -- 118 N. First Street

Washington Elementary School -- Grove Street

EVERY CLILD IS WELCOME

Ages: 6-15

CONTACT THE CAD - 118 N. First Street

OR CALL 359-9070 AND SIGN YOUR CHILD UP NOW:




COMMUNITY ADVOCACY DEPOT
CAD
118 SOUTH FIRST STREET

A PROCRAM FOR HOME OWNERSHIP
FHA SECTION 235

The typical procedure for buying a home is:

* a family borrows money to buy a home
and lot;

* the family pays back the money and the
cost of borrowing the money (interest)
over a period of time;

* FHA insures the lender that the money
will be paid back, if FHA requirements
are met (regular FHA);

* FHA pays part of the cost of borrowing
the money (interest), 1if the family
qualifies as a lower-income .family (FHA
Section 235).

The Section 235 program is complex, but

flexible. This pamphlet, therefore, will only
generally describe the program. A family that
is reasonably close to the eligibility require-

ments should consider the program.

The Section 235 program is a supplement to

the open warket. To be ineligible on the high
side suggests that a family is able to afford
a home without a supplement. To be ineligible
on the low side suggests that a family should

consider rent or public housing.

The home can be an existing, rehabilitated, or
new unit., The home can be single-family-
detached, a duplex, a townhouse, a condominium,
or a cooperative. For the Secticn 235 program,
eligibility, the family must be buying owner-

ship in a standard unit,

Eligibility is a balance of four requirements;
* Family is defined as any of the below:
- two or more related by blood,
marriage, or law;
~ one who is handicapped;
- one who is older than 62 years of
age.
* Family income should be limited to;

- maximum gross income over the last
twelve months allowed:

Children 2 Parents 1 Parent
0 $ 6,400 $ 4,550
1 7,421 6,710
2 8,447 7,736
3 9,331 8,763
4 10,215 9,647
5 11,110 10,531
6 11,842 11,415
7 12,510 12,157
8 13,026 12,826

- minimum adjusted income required for

. 1
given loans:

Ad justed Maxinum
Annual Income Mortgage
$ 4,300 . $ 13,000
4,600 14,000
4,900 15,000
5,200 16,000
5,500 17,000
5,800% 18,0002
6,100 19,000
6,400 20,000
6,7002 21,0002

1Adjusted income equals 95 per cent
of the gross income minus $300 per
minor child.

ZIndicates the maximum mortgage
allowed for Sectionm 235: §18,000
for a family of four or less;

$21,000 for a family of five or more,

if the family has irregular or
seasonal income, ask about FHA

Section 237.

Family assets should be limited to:
(mssets include cash, savings, stocks,
and bonds; assets do not include personal
property as cars, furniture, tele-

visions).

- maximum assets for a family whose
head is under 62 years of age:
$2000 plus $500 per minor child plus
20% adjusted annual income,
maximum assets for a family whose
head is over 62 years: $5000 plus
$500 per minor child plus 20%
adjusted annual income
- minimum assets required are $200
for the downpayment. With sweat
equity, the downpayment may be less.
The downpayment may not he borrowed.
* Fawmily credit history should indicate
ability and willingness to meet
monthly payments. Family debts should
not be exceedingly large. 1f credit is
a problem, ask about FHA Section 237.

Monthly mortgage payments are equal to 207 of
the adjusted family income. For a 30 year
mortgage a family will pay the principal
amount borrowed plus the cost of borrowing
(interest). The cost of borrowing that the
family will pay will be from 1 to 8%%,
depending on the ability of the family to pay.
FHA will subsidize the rest.

The amount paid on the principal is equivalent
to the amount of the home a family owns. The
family may sell the howe after five years

and get back the principal amount paid in..

The Community Advocacy Depot is a non-profit
group of community members offering technical
advice and service to the peaple of Champaign
County. The CAD will help you with your

housing and other needs.
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No blues about neighborhood’s future

By J. Philip Bloomer

Classics are defined by their staying
power, which is why the little white block
building on North First Street in Cham-
paign may be destined for success.

Candy's Lounge, at 206 N. First St., has
been an idea waiting to happen for a long
time. Now Candy Foster has pulled togeth-
er the elements to keep it around a while.

With blues singer Mary Clark managing
the bar, two of Champaign-Urbana's (and
Danville's) best-known musical “fronts”
are doing what they do best — entertain-
ing.

Candy’s Lounge opened officially last
Friday, packing people in with word of
mouth the only advertising. He's planning
a grand opening for Labor Day weekend.

From there, Foster liopes the lounge will
be another factor in prompting a North
First Street revival, a return to the way it
used to be — a place for folks to gather, see
familiar faces, do their business, and have
a good time.

“When I came here 30 years ago, First
Street was the place to be,” recalls the 52-
year-old Foster. "l started at a place up
here called the Rainbow Tavern. Sang the
blues for $7 a night.

“They had a barbecue place, a market. |
know what First Street means to people
around here, and it can be that way again,”
“oster said.

Foster came to Champaign from Danville

'an he was 18 ycars old, got involved in

“When I came here 30 years ago,
First Strect was the place to be. 1
started at a placc up here called
the Rainbow Tavern. Sang the
blucs for $7 a night.”

the music business and has sung for and
managed bands such as the Soul Brothers,
Faces, and Candy and the Tan Band.

He said he always wanted his own place,
but four or five years ago got discouraged
about the rough character of the North
First Street neighborhood. But there are
indications that is changing, and that feel-
ing of identity returning.

A couple of blocks north, Poplar Street,
once legendary for its crime, is gone, and
the new Martin Luther King Subdivision is
risen in its place.

Foster credits people like local DJ Pete
Bridgewater, and places like Buddies Bar,
120 N. First St.,, and Jackson’s Restaurant,
116 N. First St,, with setting a positive tone.

The growing Champaign-Urbana Ethnic
Day at Douglass Park on Aug. 11, tlie new
black-owned radio station WBCP, and now
Candy’s Lounge are also encouraging
signs.

The city of Champaign could be making
a difference too. The city this year set
aside $130,000 seed money to assist with

commercial development on North First
Street if a private developer can launch a
plan.

“The last two years or so, people have re-
ally been trying to get that family feeling
back,” Foster said. “I hope I can help. Peo-
ple have wanted a comfortable, laid-back
place, somewhere they can bring their
wives, and that's something we haven’t
had in a long time.”

One reason there hasn't been a place like
that is that the liquor license wasn't avail-
able. With Champaign’s lottery system of
awarding licenses, applicants wanting a li-
cense for the Campustown area submitted
applications under multiple names to im-
prove their chances of getting drawn.

But that changed when the council re-
served one license for the area north of
Springfield Avenue and east of the Illinois
Central tracks. In March Foster got his li-
cense, and work began on the little club.

Candy’s Lounge is small by most club
standards. With about 20 tables, it has a ca-
pacity of around 65. Friends, fellow musi-
clans, and relatives helped remodel the in-
terior of the one-story, concrete block
building.

Eventually he hopes to have soloists or
trios play on occasion. And he said he
might have a “Danville night” for all his
old friends. .

One old friend, a musical protege of Fos-
ter’s, manages the bar.

Mary Clark is perhaps best known local-

ly for stints singing with Wild Wind, WJF

Blues Band, Blues Benders and Fresh Air.

She’'s now witli Straight From The Street, a

new rhythm and blues band that, while it’s !
been around the Midwest in various forms

since 1981, is fast gaining popularity with

some new sounds and faces.

Clark’s been singing blues since she was
a teen-ager. She remeinbers being inspired
the first time she got to see Candy Foster
and his band perform.

“] was 16 and | snuck in the old Blue Is-
land to see the Soul Brothers,” she recalls.

After moving to Champaign in 1968,
Clark bounced around the country a bit,
singing and bartending, but now appears
to be comfortable at Candy's and playing
gigs with Straight From The Street.

One local critic said she possesses “one
of the richest, fullest, and nost soulful
voices around ... you can't help but love
thiis woman for what she can do with a
song.”

Or with a drink. She's been bartending
for 17 years, starting at Langley Air Force
Base in Hampton, Va. But slie’s moved on
to bigger and better things in the mean-
time, like Nature's Table Saturday, or most
other evenings at Candy's Lounge.

“She’s great,” says Foster. “Mary doesi't
meet any strangers.”

Like a classic, this place is likely going to
be around for a while. |

The News-Gazette



For Outsiders

By ANNE WEINSTEIN
§ News-Gazerle Staflf Writer

When Don and Madelyn Harlow
moved to North Urbana shortly after
they were married, they intended to
stay just "until we got on our feet
and conld afford to move somewhere
else.”

It is 50 years later, and they have
never moved from the house they
butlt an Hill Street. Their daughter
=till manages the store Don opened
in  the neighborhood. And the
neighbors who live tn the comfort-
able, carefully tended homes nearby
have been their friends for years.

The neighborbood has a bad repu-
tation among those who Kve outside
it. and & good one among those who
live within It encompasses some of
the city’s poorest areas — and is
among the most racially mixed. But
It is stable, dominated by owner-
occupled single family homes, and
cahesive

In many ways, the Harlows are
symbals of a spirit that seems to
unite resideats of North Urbana.
Peaple in the ares know Hariow as a
man whao, untll recently, took daily
strolls around the neighborhood to
vimt with- his friends, black and
white, young and atd.

They call him “Mr. Don." and
many of them recall how he loaned
them money when times were hard
ar kept an eye on their children at
his Goodwin Avenue service station.

Residents see North Urbana as a
section of the city where those kinds
of community loyalties flourished,
but during the past vear there have
been strong signs that change is
taking hold in ways the residents do
not welcome. [ncidents are tarnish-
ing sn image perceived by much of
the city as not altogether shining
already.

Harlow, now 72, provides one of
the most vivid examples.

The morning of March 19, an uni-
dentified man guinned Harlow down
in the street a block from hls home,
wounding him 1twice in the leg and
onee in the chest. Harlow survived
the unexplained attack, but spent
rwo menths recovering in Mercy
Haospital and is now encased in a cast
from his chest 1o his ankle

When the Harlow shooting oc-
curred, memories of the wave of
terror inspired by three “Choker”
attecks in the area last summer were
just beginning to fade. In a three-
week period beglnning June 28, 1981,
three elderly women were atiacked
and choked, and neighbors launched
= campaign to safeguard their streets
from the invader.

Realities of urban living have been
brought home to North Urbana resi-
denis in other ways. Pizza parlors
have declared they will not deliver
1o the area because thelr couriers
have been regularly robbed

And most recently, a store selling
adult books, movies and “sexual
devices” opened on the University
Avenue commercial strip that ad-
joins the neighborhood, a8 move res-
\dents belleve will further taint the
area’s image and bring in outsiders
potentially dangerous to women and
children who live there,

Working On Improvements

Community leaders in the area re-
volving around King Elementary
School scknowledge that ~North
Urbana's public image has been
anything but improved by the latest
developments. But they have proven
unusually vocal in their effort to do
samething about It to preserve their
neighborhood and to improve it

They view North Urbana as & place
where homeowners are working to
Improve their properties, and they're
backed by an influx of more than
51.5 million (o federal Community
Development 8lock Grant funds in-
vested there since 1976,

Residents are staging peaceful
picketing protests and pray-ins to let
the aduit bookstore owners know
they are not weléome at the Univer-
ity Avenue locstion, and they're
working through sn organization
named the North Urbana Concerned
Citizens Development Corporation to

! programs designed to help

NORTH URBANA RESIDENTS PICKET ADULT BOOKST:

Phabn By Brimn K. bebwman

Mewi-Gazette
E IN NEIGHEORHOOD

. residents say city fathers have & ‘lack of respect for our area’

marized one long-Hme resident who
lives near King School. Ironicplly,
she would not disclese her name,
because she said she lives alone.

North End's Boundaries

On a map, the north end of Urbana
includes an ares that {s roughly
boanded by University Avenue on
the sounth, Bradley Avenue on the
north, Wright Street on the west and
Broadway Avenue on the east. Stat-
isticians define it a5 Censns Tract §3.

The latest census figures show a
popuiation of 3,295, about onetenth
of the city's residents, living within
that census tract. Black residents
number 1,856, while white residents
number 1411. According to housing
figures just released by the census
bureau, rental units comprise only
about a third of the 1,223 housing
units in the ares.

When the community development
block grant work began six years
ago, Census Tract 53 was one of the
two cily areas targeted for improve-
ments. Income per capita there was
lower than in any other census tract
in the city, except the one southeast
of the downtown area

‘The other criteria qualifying the
two areas for improvements includ-
ed the number of residents who be-
long 1o minority populations and the
condition of existing housing, ac-
cording to Community Development
Services Administrator Bruce Wald-
en.

Walden said the more then $1.5
million in federal grant funds have
helped relocate families lving in
substandard housing and underwrite
Improvements to existing dwellings.
The city hss also paid for reconstuc-
tion projects on Romine Street,
Beech Streety and Fairview Avenue
and has put in new street lights,
sidewalks and landscaping with the

sion, & tidy nelghborhood north of
King School that is predominantly
black. Paul Hursey, an Urbana glty
alderman i{n the 1960s and 708, Te-
members that when the subdivision
was built in 1962, some significant

. changes took place (n the area.

He said young black families mov-
ed in and the result was a change in
the racial belance in Hays School,
which was renamed King Schoeol in
1970 in honor of civil rights leader
Martin Luther King Hursey and
other parents successfully cam-
paigned for busing 1o restore the
balance st Hays, Webber and Wash.
{ngton schools.

Don Harlow believes hls neigh-
borhood is stable, well-tended and
relatively trouble-free because a
high percentage of the residents own
their own homes. Many have passed
from parents to their children. And
community development projects
that have enabled low-income resi-
dents to fix up their homes mre an
important factor contributing to
neighborhoad pride.

No ‘Big Problems’
A Ward 3 alderman from 199 to

" 1965, Harlow described his neigh

borbhood as a2 place where “there
heve just never been any big prob-
lems.

“We have blacks lving on the
street and whites living on the
street, and there's never been any
trouble because peaple up here don't
know color,” contribuled Mrs. Har-
low.

They both {nsist Harlow must have
been shot by an outsider. “To my
notion, it could have happened
anywhere," sald Harlow, *I'm sure it
wasn't anybody local. | know 90 per-
cent of the peopls who live around
here.”

He now jokes about the Incident

- . [T1l wed T

street and know everyone.”
According to Michael Robb Lhe
Major Case Squad in

Mwrwi-Laiy”
MADELYN HARLOW GIVES HER HUSE}

North Urbana

- Don, 72, was gunned down last March

percent of the total crimes docu-
mented in the survey occurred
among the 10 percent of the city's
population that resides in North Ur-
bana. But the “vast majority” of
those Incidents happened slong the
University Avenue commercial sirip
on Lincoln Avenue and Wright
Street and in other major business
areas, he pointed out

Gordon said the north side resi-
dential ares accounted for only
about 2 percent of the crimes rec-
orded in the entire city, o figure
consistent with that in other city
neighborhoods.

“I think some pecple have & mis

signed 1o the Harlow suocﬂn(. liu-
kooperadon police received from
fesidents in the area following the
shooting demonstrated thelr con-
cern gbout the brutality of the crime
and their respect for Harlow.

“North end residents were deeply
shocked and saddened by the mcl-
dent, and they extended their total
cooperation (o investigators in the
case,” he said.

Publiic Perception Poor

But the public stiil tends 1o think
of Morth Urbans as a crimeridden
area, and many residents and city
officials say it's because the Harlow
shooting and “choker” attacks were
so spectacular they tend to distort
public perception.

“It's that mystique about living in
the porth end of town,” said Kay
Burk, who lives with her husband
and daughter just down the street
from the Harlows. "We [eel as safe
here as anyplace else.”

“I think maybe the people who live
here chose to Live here because they
could buy a house cheaply, but I
think they chose to stay becanse they
like the neighborhood,” she added.

Frieda Wascher, who holds the seat
on the city council held previously
by Harlow and Hursey, has Iived tn
the Fairview Avenue area for 28
years. She describes the racial
blending in her neighbarhood as “a
good. healthy situstion.”

"“The people [ know arent any
more afraid in our area than in any
other area in Urbana™ she said.

* “Families watch out for esch other

here, and that's been going on for
years, well before the ‘Choker’ at-
tacks. That kind of cooperation is
very essential to cut down on crime
horhood

1o meteh

ception of the general area’”
Gordon commented.

Gordon acknowledged the crime
rate ls somewhat higher in Lincoln
Mobile Home Park on the east side of
the ares, where slightly less than 100
incidents were reported lawt year,
but he anributed that to the fact
theére is "a bigh concentration of
people in a smaller, confined area
there, similar to & student residential
area.”

Adverse Publicity Hurts

Vernon Brown, Urbana‘s human
relations afficer, pointed out that
“the perception of crime 18 not nec-
essarily the same as reallty,” and he
contended the public believes
“North Urbana is a bad place to be”
because of recent adverse publiclty

"That's not the case, and crime
statistics bear i1 out,” he said

Armed with Gordon's statistics
Brown plans to meet with local bu
sinessmen who have refused o de-
liver pizzas and other merchandise
to the area to convince them their
apprehensions about being robbed
are hased on fmulty perceptions
about the situation there.

*What we're doing, very quietly, 11
building up some programs to dispel
the image of the North End," Brown
said.

Charles Gerron belleves ane way
to clean up the community’s image
and prevent {uture deterioration is
10 organize residents around a focal
point, specifically, ® community
center to act &5 “the hub of all sec-
tivity in the area”

Plans for the center are currently
on hold while members of Gerron's
group, the North Urbane Concerned
Citizens' Development Carporation,
collect money to march a grant af up
to §20,000 from the city's commumnity
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NORTH URBANA RESIDENTS PICKET ADULT BOOKSTORE IN NEIGHBEORHOOD

To North Urbana

Phadw By rian K Jubwmen

... residents say city fathers have a ‘lack of respect for our area’

marized one long-lime resident who
lives near King School. Ironically,
she would not disclose her name,
because she said she lives alone.

Morth End’s Boundaries

On a map, the north end of Urbana
includes an area that is roughly
bounded by University Avenue on
the south, Bradley Avenue on the
north, Wright Street on the west and
Broadway Avenue on the east. Stat-
isticians define {t as Census Tract 53

The latest census figures show a
poputation of 3,295, ahout one-tenth
of the city's residents, living within
that census tract. Black residents
number 1856, while white residents
number 1411. According to housing
figures jusi released by the census
bureau, rental units comprise only
about a third of the 1223 housing
units in the area.

When the community development
block grant work bpegan six years
ago, Census Tract 53 was one of the
two city areas targeted for improve-
ments. lncome per capita there was
lower than (o any other census tract
in the city, except the one sputheast
of the downtown area

The other criterin qualifylog the
two areas for improvements includ-
ed the number of residents who be-
long to minarity populations and the
condition of existing housing, ac-
cording to Community Development
Services Administrator Bruce Wald-
en

Walden saild the more than $1.5
million in federal grant funds have
heiped relocate families living In
substandard bousing snd underwrite
lmprovements to existing dwellings.
The city has also paid for reconstuc-
tion projects on Romine Street,
Beech Streets and Fairview Avenue
and has put in new street lghts,
sidewnlks and landscaping with the

sion, a tidy neighborhood north of
King School that {s predominantly
black, Paul Hursey, an Urbana eity
alderman In the 1960s and 70s, re-
members that when the sabdivision
was built in 1962, some significant
changes took place in the area.

He said young black familfes mov-
ed in and the result wes a change in
the racial balance in Hays Schooi,
which was renamed King School in
1970 in honor of civil rights leader
Martin Luther King Hursey and
other parents successfully cam-
paigned for busing to restore the
balance at Hays, Webber and Wash-
tngton schools.

Don Harlow believes his neigh-
borhood is stable, well-tended and
relntively troublefree because a
high percentage of the residents own
their own homes. Many have passed
from parents to their children And
community development projects
that have enabled low-income resi-
dents to fix up their homes are an
important factor contributing to
neighborhood pride.

No 'Big Problems’

A Ward 3 slderman from 1949 to
1965, Harlow descrihed his neigh
borhood as & place where “thers
have just never been any big prob
lems.

“We have blacks living on the
street and whites living on the
street, and there'a never been any
trouble because peaple up here don't
know color,” contributed Mrs. Har-
low.

They both insist Harlow must have
been shot by an outsider. “To my
notion, it could have happened
anywhere,” said Harlow. “I'm sure it ~
wasn't anybody local. I know 90 per-
cent of the people who live around
here.”

He now jokes about the Incident.

street and know everyone.”

According to Micheel Robb, the
Major Case Squad investigator as
signed to the Harlew shooting, the
cooperaton police received from
residents in the area following the
shooting demonstrated their con-
carn about the brutality of the crime
and thelr respect for Harlow.

“North end residents were deeply
shocked and saddened by the imci-
dent, and they extended their total
cogperation to investigators in the
case,” he said.

Public n Poor

But the public still tends to think
of North Urbapa as a crime-ridden
area, and many residents and city
officials say it's because the Harlow
shooting and “choker" attacks were
s0 spectacular they tend to distort
public perception.

“It's that mystique about living in
the north end of town,” said Kay
Burk, who lives with her husband
and daughter just down the street
from the Harlows, “We feel as safe
bere as anyplace else.”

“I think maybe the people who live
here chose 1o live here because they
could buy o house chesply, but I
thiok they chose to stay because they

like the neighborbood,” she added.
. Pri

eda Wascher, who holds the seat
an the city council held previoualy
by Harlow and Hursey, has lived in
the Fairview Avenue area for 28
years. She describes the racial
blending in her nelghborhood as “a
good, healthy situation.™
“The people I know aren't any
more afrald in our area then in any
other area in Urbana” she said.
“Familles, watch out for each other
here, and that's beep going on for
years, well before the ‘Choker' at-
tacks. That kind of cooperation |s
very essential to cut down on crime

Newi-Gaastte Photo Iv Brian K. jebmgan

MADELYN HARLOW QIVES HER HUSBAND A K!SS
« Don, 72, was gunned down last March near his home

percent of the total crimes docu-
mented in the sorvey occurred
among the 10 percent of the city's
population that resides in North Ur-
bana. But the “vast majority” of
those incidents happened along the
University Avenue commercinl strip,
on Lincoln Avenue and Wright
Strest and in other major business
areas, he pointed out.

Gordon said the north side resi-
dential area accounted for only
about 2 percent of the crimes rec-
orded in the entire city, a figure
consistent with that {n other city

neighborhoods.
“] think some le have a mis-
conception of the general area”

Gordon commented.

Gardon acknowledged the crime
rate is somewhat higher in Lincoln
Mobile Home Park on the east side of
the ares, where slightly less than 100
incidents were reported last year
but he sttributed that to the fact
there is “s high concentration of
people in m smaller, confined area
there, similar to a stndent residential
nrea.”

Adverse Publicity Hurts

Vernon Brown, Urbsna's human
relations officer, pointed out that
“the perception of crime s not nec-
essarily the same gs reality,” and he
contended the public = believes
“North Urbana is & bad place to be”
because of recent adverse publicity.

“That's not the case; and crime
statistics bear 1t out.” he said.

Armed with Gordon's statistics,
HBrown plans to mest with local bu-
sinessmen who bave refused to de-
liver pirzas and other merchandise
to the area to convince them their
apprehensions about being robbeéd
are based on faulty perceptions
about the situation there.

“What we're doing, very quietly, 1s
buitding up some programs to dispel
the image of the North End,” Brown
said.

Charles Gerron believes one way
to clean up the communtty’s lmage
and prevent {uture deterioration is
to organize residents around & focal
point, specifically, a community
center to act as “the hub of all ac-
tivity (n the area.”

Plans for the center are currenily
on hold while members of Gerron's
group, the North Urbana Concerned
Citizens' Development Corporation.
collect money to match a grant of up
to $20 000 from the city's communits

officials to take action against the

adult bookstore thet moved 1nto
their neighborhood.
Gerron  said the fact that the

bookstore was able to move into its
Upiversity Avenue location and
comply with all existing zoning reg-
ulations {llustrates the city fathers'
“lack of respect for our area.”

A resident of Dr. Ellis subdivision
for 19 years, Lonnle Clark is also
leading the compaign against the
new hookstore, because he believes
il represents a threat to neighbor-
hood stability

“The thing that upsets me |5 people
are working on their properties and

- thelr value 1 apprecisting, but a sit-

uation Iike this comes in and wipes
out what you've worked so hard for."
Clark said.

He said black and white residents
of the area are campalgning together
and picketing on weekends to dis
courage patrons of the shop and
“make an {mpact on the owners
pocketbook.”

“Racial problems. those types of
things, just don't happen here but I
wouldn't be surprised if they did
with that bookstore bringing people
into the area,” Clark concluded

Gerron charges many af Nerth
Urbena's current problems can be
chalked up to officinl apathy about
the area

Services Neglacted

“One problem is, services have not
grown with the neighborhood,” he
sald. “For example, we pay taxes to
the park district, but we need a
stronger program for children than
they offer here. It seems ltke the oniy
concern for the area is when federal
governmen! [unds are avaiiable'

Hursey, who led fights o improve
housing before the days of federal
bluck grant funds, sgreed North
Urbana's public image problem has
its roots in longstanding official
disregard for the nelghborhood's in-
terests.

“Historically, the north end of both
Champaign and Urbana have always
been s binck spot as far as the cities
are concerned,” he said. “It was as |f
there were a bunch of animals living
up there, and for many years, that's
how the areas were trested.”

Residents there had to put up with
dirt streets, few police patrols and
inadequate snow removal services

——




CHURCH ADDITION

This new two-storv addition
to Northside Gospel Center, 3?'
E. Thompson St., will he used
tor the first time Sundav in con-
junction with an eichth birth-
dav and rallv observance. There

are 6,000 square feet of floor
space in -the three rooms of the
addition.  Downstairs  portion
will be used as Sunday schaol
rooms for the teen-age classes

Gospel Center Addition Open

North Side Ch

bkl QN2
Side Gospel Center, will be fub-
served Sunday with 2 Rally Bﬁy
and opening of the new two-8
Sunday school addition.

Organized as an undeno :
tional church to serve residentd of

rortheast Urbana, the church

1996,

I
|

included only the pastor, the
Oran Shoemaker, Mrs. Sh
and their son and daughter-i

§ T
T At

h Marks Eighth Anniversary.

|

who was ordained at the North!
Side Gospel Center in Chicago, is
also a building contracror.

The Rev. Mr. Shoemaker has

+y. (Continued as pastor of the church

through the eight vears and has

fas|SEEN it grow to the present at-:
- |tendance of 187. Increasing num-

bers in the Sunday school classes
necessitated building of the threzel

1558
Sunday's service the youn
g and the

and for missionary meetings.
Upstairs includes a nursery and
Sundav school room for bovs.

The Rev. Oran Shoemaker "is |
pastor of the church. i

ol .EE“ “q._ el
numbers, Miss Shirley
and Vicky Conley will
accardion duet. Pianist will be Ru-
by Kay Covert and organist, Brent
Nicely. . )

At the worship  service, Evan-
felisl: Ray Reutz of Michigan City,
nd., will present a special num-
ber. The Rev. Oran Shoemaker will
speak on the subject, ‘“Heaven and
Its Inhabitants."”

Program at 2:30 p.m. will in-
clude singing bv The Christian
Businessmen's Quartet, compased
ot John Faulkner, Robert Faulk-
ner, Willard Anderson and Russell
[Massanari. The Rev. B. E. Snow-
den, pastor of Tavia.City Alliance
Churgh. will singﬁ‘.? W &‘?
[ There will be a missionary serv-
ice at 7:30 p.m. The Rev. John
Krieser will read greetings Ffrom
missionaries sponsored by the
Lchurch. Mrs. Robert Shoemaker
will sing. Leonard Reed and Steve
Shoemaker will play a brass duet.
Slides will be shown by the Rev.
Marshall William who is minister
at St. Anne.
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What's in a name"

Not much for moal: persons
in Champaign Urbam But it
can be everything for those who
live in northeast Champaign

Two  simple words: North
End. To too many persons it
has meant the end of an already
short line. Just a few years
280, according to some who still
lnre in the area, it was enough
to make an employer turn down
a job application, for example.

- Though white and black per-
sons alike often refer to the
section of (ﬁlampalgn where the
largest concentration- of blacks
live as the “North End,” no
one seems (0 know how or when
the term ongmated

-rtr'l“

Kathryn Humphrey, a C«ham-f
paign school board member,
who has never lived anywhere
else, says it was a term imposed
by local ‘news media. She said

blacks living in northeast Cham-|

paign picked the term up after
seeing it repeated 01; .uews
pages.

But a neighbor says. tﬁe &eve-
lopment was from. inside out,|
Black job seekers, mpposedly
reluctant to name the deterior-
ated street on whi &ey liv
evasively answered “the -porth
end of town.” In time, it me |
the North End, anq reporters
later picked it up. !

Mattie Burch, 69,.h38 Hveé

in Champaxgn-Urbana for more

.

U
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than 30 years She once ved
on the fringes of the North end,
but in Urbana. The area was
being called the North Eind when
she moved here, she said.
But it apparently goes back
even further. Charles Phillips,
now 86, can remember the term
| being used “‘years ago.” He does
rot, however, remember when
its use became widespread.
What do you think of when
you hear the name North End?
Many persons take offense
and feel it is a derogatory label. -
This comment from one North
End resident, however, probably

summarizes feehngs for thpse

who live in the area:
"Wnﬂ, lt depeuds on the oon-
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vex’j"__od that a person is in
volved in and also the connota-
tion that an article may be im-

plying. Geographically located,

. |that is correct. And T, cannot

ha?eanyqua.lmsnboutit.

» "Sometlmes 1 guess T h.ave
a defensive attitude about it be-
cause I in the North End
and I thmkdhg; the person that

. may be
vdarogatory

How else
msmph

gxﬁpmwtbtsbme
End? _’.g' "_ '. p

"Nevbspapers put it that way.
Our - saying had alwam been
‘acroks ﬂ:epacké' et




Champx-ngn s north end, where
violence and crime has been
increasing at @ rapid ' rate,
prampted a spirited djscussinn
at the Champaign City Council's
study session Tuesday in the
city building.

It was initiated by city Coun-
cilman William Kuhne, who
reported hearing from Bud
Finney, Chairman of the Cham-
paign County Housing Develop-
ment, that '“good people were
moving out of the public housing | in
area of Burch Village because
of fear.”

The statement by Kuhne ig-
nited a conversation which drew

just about every councilman on
the controversial subject.

Kuhne pomted out:

“There is a fear among f.he
good people in the north end,
concerning the continuing
violence which has been going
on. Those people are deared
and it is easy to understand
why. What .are we going to

do to restore peace and guiet

Talk Of

comments and suggestions from

in the arca?”

Councilman Dwyerf Murphy

aﬂded “I do not Lhmk it would
do that much’good fo increase
the police staff in the area.
I do niot lmow v.hat the so]utmn
is.’
* City Manager Warren Brown-
ing erystallized the thinking of
the police deparlment and his
own hy saying:

""The answer is very sxmple
Al it takes is for the people

the area to sit down and
conirol those people who are
doing all the trouble, The people
should come in and help the
police department instead of
hindering the department the
way they are doing now.” '

Browning's suggestion was not
universally = accepted by all
present.

James Ransom, the only black
councilman on the body, said:

“It is not quite that easy.
1f the people come in and inform
to the police, what protection
is the city going to give them
when the person they informed

ori‘

"End

an gets out and starts lookmg
for them? The people up there
are scared because the violence
is continuing'and is set. If sorne-
one informs on someone else,
the informer's life is in danger,
- “When thé public housing was
set up, there was not a provision
made for the black people to
have a voice in the way it
was run. The proposal was re-
jected. “That 'is part of
the problem now."”

Councilmean Murphy “in-
terjected: “That is one of the
problems, You cun not expect
them to always take the short
end of the stick. They should
have a voice in the running
of the show if we are to give
them responsibility for the con-
trol of the people.”

Robert Pope, offered a solu-
tion: “I think we should de-an-
nex the north end and let them
run themselves, Governments
are too big and the government
should be given back fo 'the
community where it belongs. We
fought to get the old justice

C “:‘,“-l}” *

me.

of the peace peop]e out anrl'
now look what we have. I would’
rather have uneducated injustice
rather than ?:lucated injustice. *

“The people have lost the con-
fidence of the police and the,
judiciary. Why, T know of a man
who is confinually under arrest,
He gets arrested and before
long he is back out on _the
street. No “wonder the people.
do not want to inform...I
wouldn't either because the man~
would be back to get me.in
no time at all.

“The problem is not just In
the north end either. Other peos
ple have to fake responsibility
including the members of S
Champaign Country Club and
other blue ribbon people in this
community. If they would be
as concerned abouf this city
and where it is going as they
are about their golf scores, we
would all be better off,” Pdpe’
declared.

The council closed its study
session without acting on thé
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By BONNIE BLANKENESHIP
News-Gozofte Biaff Writer

The lurching of the boxcars
awakened Jim, and he moved
quickly to the half-open door
to get his bearings as the train
slowed to a stop.

Two men jumped from the
car shead snd ran down the
bank along the track.

Jim jumped, too.

He kept the men in sight
as they walked through the tall
grass, crossed the dirt road and
headed towards a cluster of
houses not too far away. Where
else would black men be going
than o seek their own kind
In this Nlinois town?

Jim was bound for the house
of his wife's sister, Odessa, who
had come north a year ego
to pick fruit, had taken up with
& man and settled near his
kin in Champaign.

It was a gray spring morning
in 1849, The mud chmg fo Jim’s
shoes Bs he walked past the
small, unpalnted structures
which sprouted like weeds from
the black soll

The community was small
enough so that it took no more
than two or three inquiries
before he was direcled to the
bouse he sought. Odessa, her
man and their baby lived. in
a one-room made-over coal shed
which had been made relatively
snug from the rain by lodging
gunny sacks into the cracks in
the hoard walls.

Jim was expected, and was

welcomed warmly. He would
live with Odessa until he could
find a job and send for his
family in Mississippi.
. The and of his, second week
In Champaign, Jim was hired
as a dishwasher at $95 a month.
The salary wasn't great, but
m black man could feel lucky
tinding any work at all,

He gave a few dollars a week
to Odessa, and occasionally
sneaked a bit of meat or some
leftover vegetables from the
kitchen where he worked %o sup-
plement their simple diet.

Jim continually kept his eye
out for & place for his family
to live. Crowded conditions were
a fact of life all the Negroes
accepted, but he didn't want
to move his large family into
Odessa's one-room housé,

The war had caused & housing
shortage in most towns, but the

effects were felt more keenly
in the hlack settlements. Im-
migration from the south added
to the normal population growth,
but the geographical areas
available for Negro homes did
not expand. As a result,
makeshift dwellings were con-
structed on lots already con-
taining houses, and the crowding
reached staggering proportions.

Two maonths after his arrival
in Champaign, Jim located a
place to live — a three-room
shack which rented for $22.50
a month, plus utiliies, He sent
bus fare far his wife, their 10
children and his wife's mother
to join him in their new home.

The 13-member family set up
housekeeping in the tarpaper-
covered dwelling which had been
constructed directly on the
ground, without a foundation.
In ane of the rooms were two
chairs, a double bed, a tahle
and a coal elove. A double bed
and chair filled the second reom
The third ppom, the kitchen,
was so small that it could hold
nothing move than & stove and
ah lee-box.

Clothes were hung on nalls
driven into the walls. The few
family possessions were kept
in cardboard cartons.

Cooking and drinking ‘water
was carried from an outside
faucet, which was shared with
the residents of two other
shacks. The shacks, like Jims,
were bullt on the rear of one
city lot which alse contalned
the owner's house.

One of the shacks on the same
lot sheltered three families, five
adults and four children. The
third shack, a eanverted chicken
coap, housefd. an. elderiy.,

The outdoor privy which stood
five or six feet from Jim's front
door was shared by all the
residents on the lot — 26 people,
including ‘the ftwo from the
owmner's house.

As the weathér turned cooler;
Jim found it hard to keep his
famfly warm in the poorly-con-
structed dwelling. He had to
pay $12.50 for a ton of coal,
and had to burm nearly two
tons & month.

Hefuse fram the four dwell-
ings on the lot accumulated con-
tinuously, for private garbage
companies frequently refused to
drive thelr trucks into the pot-
holed, mud-rutted alleys and

pouple | was bourded oo the w

Rats, roaches and ©!
vermin thrived In the sq
whieh grew from
overcrowding al persons arn
lack of sdequate sanit
facilities. -

Jim and his family, llke
of their neighbors in the 1
end community,

was being felt everywherr,
Negroes had to find qua
within a restricted area.

They ended.up feeling |k
they had a roof over their I
at all.

Jim is & fictitious name

But the specific conil
portrayed did exist in C
paign in 1549,

The descriptions of fa:
contained here. are from
hand obsérvations  and
terviews made during a ho
survey by the League of Vi
Voters over 20 years ago.

Angd they were typical

At that dme, of 220 fa
studied, 19 were homeowrner

Nearly three of ever
Penters were paying one-J8ir
or more of thelr incom =i
rent; over 11 per cent [
paying one-hall or more.
Small Homes Council cons!See
the normal budget figurd
total shelter them — yent
wtilities — to bhe onedil
one-fourth of income. Of
200 renting families, 70 per
did not have heat includdg
rent and half had no ut
at all furnished.

The area which by trad
had been designated for Ne

the Illinois Ceniral Rallroad
tracks, on the narth by anﬂw
on ihe east by Goodw

the twin cities had
3,617 by 1950.

In the next 10 years, b
1950 and 1960, the ni
black persons living in’
paign - Urbana increased
60 per cent, to 5,773.

The whlte population
pafgn - Urbana incres
per cent — from 58,870
to 69,980 in 1960.

While the non-white
in the ftwn eities
substantially, it was not a8
a gain as experienced

Black Man

Newn-inzetts Fhoto
VIEW FROM A BOXCAR =
first view of Champaign-Urbana for some

o[mdthecrm&:g
tej In the mid

n,|were not enforced. standard housing.
-Inlﬂtbe(}nmpalzn(,‘ity —_—

by Robert K. O'Dar

esywere converted, to apartments)it. Tt would be four more ye
however, before a major e
18508, minimum | would be made to demolish
a,/housing standards were{shacks in Champaign and
14, | established by the eities, but|tempt to relocate familie:

Council established a housing| (Next: The mighty mow

The construction of udd.mmnh ardinance with more teeth in|Urban Renewnal)
Wfationior replacement -, :

housing for
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being ‘explolted  ty the 'whim
power structure. They have a
o fewerléssnasd
when! it comes o chinging —
oF even having access to —
the institutions whlch contral|
their lives, The pesult iz lne|
crensed alienation and sty
owmrds all institdliony — W&.‘nnfm:m an -+ CH

s
ong

%c-

fThey fesl and ‘believe what

fwhite nmulum !JM It hm‘l

(., disapganization -
;- Hamily ) ol the basls |
mmﬁi@d% e of - young

fumily, however, 15 @ complex
task which can be acpmphished |l
by ‘potling loss thao & rhalo
elfort 1o improve apdﬂ omdt
vong |n general,
(e g Com-
millee far the 1870 White House
umg and
1 Yadth coneluded, thnunhmw
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of the functions of the family
are now shared ‘with other In-
stitutions @nd groups in our
Eouiety, we mnls!. ‘that certain
erielal 1 still remain

and fo provide ‘&n lldvlphen
black prople. Strengthening the| which will naip ;huﬁm develop |

.w theh: 11 patential s “in-
e m*” s
from

1 that cer-

:a.in kirids ‘o{lﬁprotrams,
‘espeeinlly prevention © ariented
Programs, std more Mu.l than
others I htlp]n‘ “family

e Y

e bléck Probleﬂ.m

vcdanmfhiﬂ fithetions
The committee sugges! odi
Fra;tims to reduce
unemployment wid un
deremployient by teach ing Job

p‘iu.ls l.pjltoprim 1o ourrent

fBber gt &y
<. i o all

‘o' tnerence  the
- social - elucktion
Ipeaple of all ages.

MH']; g:uvl‘m'm.e n decent
Income o all who are rither
unable 0/ ‘work or woble
Tind 5 our  oonomy |
changes, ~ - |
Programy’ 1o Impreve  the)
physical and soelal envivonment |
far all. peaple.

Prpgrams to provide siirquate
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-

eluding Jaw and mﬂmm
A
vy
e
et .
il 2\
% SR
U [ EXS =%
4
= s
3 ) g
_."f Ll
= . 1= b
1Y
e

urch Sireet facing the dty park.
A new multi-level parking deck will also”
wnmucred midway belween

the

Robason building and the ristel site face

wn Jing Churoh Street, Neil Street stretches

from left to vight actoss boltom of pw-

Pamllaling it are Randglph  and
Streets successively.

| bern
"= Mitehell, Champaign's Director |
AT P

 lihe  sommiisiun - members , be

“The city of 1t be
ey o S

(forials In the near fufuss, Ao

cotding o mm_wmm»-
far Jnhn e
Goodell gaid - I‘ﬂ‘ld!y

that e I anticipatiog

were. dumping wastes at the

Not only do-elfy plekups of {landfll without paying.

hrush osuke & dispossl problem,| A fee is supposed to e char@ |5 compounded with the alty
| Goodall said, but Joads of trash|ed  anyane dumping f  the
from vther area agencles are ad-(landfll. -

"More recroationsl  Tacilities
and  better police groiection’”
wart lstéd ns potentinl protlem
solvers for Champaign's north
orui nt the Champalgn Human
Belntians Co:"lmlulm reeting
Wednesday,

At B sparsely atlended eon-
ol by both Commilasion mem-
nid - nudlence, Howard

of Community Relatlong, oid

had beenn viaiting  with: people
In the north end and felt his
-nn:ihﬂr! tu!; the situa-
¢ 4 -

'llﬂ

violaner  which  haz  baen
m.nm lately, mﬁ-h eil
od an Inorense In recrea-

*{ tianal taollities and more: police

|Ask More Rec Area Poli
Protection For _Norfh“En

ML length about the problems
whieh have been going on. They
seem (o think if there wis more
lor the kids to do there would
be less irouble," he sald.

“They also think there should
be ‘tetter -pollce protection,
There 1 no reagon why they
should have: Iesx than ather
parts af towmn,’! Miteholl added.
The other eommlission
meémberg agreed and later In
tie meeting made publie thelr
ruply o' City Maneger Warren
Browning's which asked
for a wtudy amd comments aa
inetsltuations

Rev. Raymond Flemlng ruﬁ
the lotter, which In part salds

“We, too, share he cuncesm
nbout our policemen baing ‘shot

at and deplore |the mlun!nm

Wer atill feel, hosovor, i

pridaction pa twa | key items
whlat), If emited, would
@ACNBA | [ime i ow sl

i
elty aholdl jmplement seme af
m‘w‘ “

A

Institute ehange, and o= feel|
these steps should be » begin- |
nlng."

The Commlssion also «lcenss. |
ed the proposed rumor centor
and indicated there was a need ||
for volunteers to man the phianes

and do’ other work neoessary

to make the progeam « onlity,
The members alsc (-t thel

néed for more {n-dept!  study

of problems ingtend of always]

meting in & arisls situation, Each

member was planning ' have

his own ressarch probilea
Harry Hilton. chairman of the |

Counell far Community niegrs-
tan, pafuled to his effr ix nd
those of CELNn getting  he Im-
provements Initiated o the
Champalgn County Jall
After ripping the County
Board of Bupervisors e Rl
cooperating,  Hillan poin od out
thiat he tad gooe to Spr ngheld |
IRRE kA e Riresiy o f ¢

T

ot
‘.mhn.t L : .\

ulte medleﬂcml.ouu
Prgrams 1o promals
develop family supportive lodI].
rervicrs an needed.
Development of further
remedinl  soclal - services, u
teeded
Strides mwlrd.l M goals
HAVE been made in
1 Tm padgn-Urbans, !m
i the [ast 10 years, r L
Yel, thers are those whose
Ives have been affectsd littls
|y the ¢hanges he hluok coms
munity, with the support of the
white community, continues to
jroduce  allanatead, hostile
¢itizenn with litte faith in the
Tature

fNext: u eonversation wir.h S
m)rl.l; end youth)

IUrbana Foresees Crisis In Lack Of
/Adequate Space For Waste Disposat

thnmd.lnzmsmem the Urbana 116 Scheol Dlatriet(s helr freight or they don't get

Ii‘
Goertell explnined the problem

providing plekup of brush !rmq

trbana homes.

letter |ding o ‘the problem, Publia Werks ComuntLlee| wiuy
| from the. gtate prohibl the | Goodell said the stute highway |member ~Robert Jo | nwnu;:,‘“,,:ﬂ 0? :S::ﬁ:?lﬂ:, p:;
ity from burning brush and |department, County, |remarked that the sti'o 0| ;i) ag has been done “in
iress at (he sanitary landfillithe Urbana and! eounty trucks “should el ..rpayl he past, Goodell said W

| nvallable Iand will be used quite

raphily. Adding brush and tress
Iroucht jn by other agencies,
I ;m! tha problem is e\en

| oTwe.
'I'hr committes talked a!nu\

jiurchiasing a “chipper™ whick
would reduce brush to small
hips. These chipe, Goodel) said]

take up Iess space than br
wnd can be easlly handled,
The eammittes autho
oodell 1o genk  hids onﬂ:ﬂ
maching for presentation at the
next ciy eounell meeting,
Froe hrush plekup by the ity
vill  be  ended next month,
Ili-ﬂm' ‘|| smid

Laaven (hix fall will aleo cause
the city prahilems, Goodell warn:
ed the nm\ullLM

Ax Urbiann has a “no Ml.mlng
ordinance prohibiting the burde
ng vl lenves this fall, the fro-
dem of where to put fhem
nd how 1o do 1t bas arler.

Goortoll pugested perips JU-

|'ing the turning ban during the'

Al sensan, but Al@ermin

ernmitine Sinke rrmu-kad *No,
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discussed muitiporpose ceoter certaln  snvermily  {acililes rte arport sutharily, possibly

Of The Couner for the predommantly H-:k|-m a1 Men's Old Gm.;.mmm_m

t activities to Lake .

R { requests lor expand- Borthesst ares of L cdy. cort Ty [tz would provide & much larg

ed recreation {seilites in Cham- mmmwﬂm!m”mm'hmmmvam

i mmm‘::uﬂ;m evenly over (he entire
it y = served by the arport,

E%&éfﬁjé%yms end on starting note
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This browght @ series of com-, Vernon Barkstall, |t
munity forums lo an end exsadl- director of the Lcrun Lgu;.:g

where had n more of Champaign Coamty W o terisloed. _
zummh-mm siressed he was Dot represent-| Toalson replied that those
The (orums stemmed from & ing aoy group, saud the North working with the program has
recommendalion (o July by Rob- End peeded a greater variety put

ert Toalson (he district's gen- of {acilities. ) !d.\d

eral manager that the distncet  This inel 'had
call bond mnd tax incresse ref- or some place Lo stage funclions,

park and recreation needs. show which recently drew sev- described existing facilities and
The recommendations came uglhundmdpermuthzﬂz-faﬂmdmuformj_nwu-
from Toalson's study of the long- mada Inn  tensions, and other Improve
====== “None of us clum that addi- ments

ional recrestion will end law- Al an earlier forum repre
or thai the majority semiatives of the Champaign
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anember who 18 pow s sudent
@t the University of Diinow
Tuesday night asked the Cham-

ign City Couneil to pledge

000 toward Lhe coastruction

a mulli - center m

Narth mi‘-ﬂw

“l was & gang member * Ter-
ry Townsend told the council,
“We started gangs because we
bad nothing 1o do.”"

Townsend loid the council it
Soald donate the $40.000 to get
the mulls - purpese center start
of, and ':fdm posilion to urge
private be w
donate also WRER. Bree

“sodents from the 11 .o( L and
l:hg communedy f you think I'm

ing
- Councilman  Seely  Jahnsing
itook  exception lo Townsend's
Satemeni that the ey had done
bothing

“We have wpent thoumands
yover the years oo Dougluss Cen-
ter.” Johnston said “We have
jdetie @ lot and we intend 1o
do mare

Bul Townsend said Douglacy
B oot sufficent. “It s oaly
& building with ® gym, and
«there aren’l but two baskethalls
- Gowen there now, " be said.
| “You think we could send all
of those 1.6 hlack Wds 1o
Douglass Center ™ he asked
Councilman James Ransarm.
m support of Townsend. sald
the . SR od-
= MEFDEYE 17575
“The city is in excellent fi-
oencial siraits” he maid. “and
this would be 2 good opportuni-
ty for the council o shex i
ts concerned lor all eitizens ™
Councilmen Drwver Murphv
|and Bob Soyder sppeared re.
|Spansive 1o the request but boch
tald Townsend they would not
hand anyone $40.000 withoa! a
lot of study and duscussion

Both argued that the ety had
|delegaied recreational responsi-
|bilities to the park district and
|pnrhap; sppeals for a mult-
purpose center should be made
|beinm. that body
| “There musi be 8 systematic
Jeppraaen ™ Sovder sad. We
wouid have to have » plan We
fwon't hand vou 340000 Dot we
will sit down amnd talk about
it.” he added
| "We are asking lhe city to
jreact to a probiem." Townsend
Baid
_' “We will but we would like
to react io an orgamzed group "
| Murphy countered
" “Fine now get together an
|the $40.000," sud Townsend ax
| be sar down

“We haven! sad 'm0’ yel™
" replied Murphy.

|

crimes are committed by Chamber of Commerce hed urg-
youngsters.” Barkstall ed the park district v.osu.;d;—-
Md“mdlhenueﬁmbﬂiuqﬂmmmﬁa-
sthings 1o do, youngsiers are lard Airport.
Wkely 1o engage n ant-social Upder Hlinois law a park dis
ibehavior. ™ he added trict cam operate an mrpori ,
| Mrs Erma Brdgewater said Willard al obe time was faced
fibe Douglass Center mmm.-im-nﬂmvdmu(m.
al present does ool Indl.lﬁeBmllThn'ﬂl_ylfomfnRa]ph
cenough physical sctivities for Flermas, the institute's direc.
Igirls and suggesied thal « track tor, repeated his earlier state-
would belp bring adulis mnd ments that the atrport must
groungsters together aince both come up with a master plan.
E’mpwumdhelﬁzlylom “Just todsy (Thursday) we
wenl over the first draft of our
Bruce Nesbitl, » U of I staff propomal for such a sody.™
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Culture Committee Plans|
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Programs

By Darlene Napady
After - school mysic, dance,
and drama programs for North
End youngsters are expecled Yo
begin as soon as space and

schedules can be arranged.
Representatives of the Univer-
gity of Illinois Division of Uni-
versity Extension said Wednes-
day that instructors in most of
these areas could meet ~with
Eroups immediately if they

The extension officials met
with representatives of the area
culture committee and instruc-
tors from last summer’s pro-
grams to discuss ways to begin
such activities now and carry
thern through the summer and
the next school year.

Virginia Essex, a teacher who
has continued last summer’s
visual arts program through her
own efforts, urged that priority

for Youngster®’

could find space.

d Cultur,,Pm;egt

llkmprﬁzye

be given to such activities,

‘For North End Childreff |

- By Darlene Napady
| Plans for a permanent com-
mittee to oversee cultural en-
richment activities in Cham-
geaigm-Urbana's North End were

vealed Thursday night in a
meeting ‘between area residents

d the University of Illinois

E‘}vision of Universily Exten-
ion,
{ “Our major problem in the
past has been that there has
{been no carry-over,” explained
Booker Ford, director of Doug-
lass Center.

“People come here and set
up activities, such as music les-
isons, for a certain period of
time, then leave. The kids natur-
ally feel disappointed, especially
those who have developed an
interest, so someone must see
to it that these things don’t
end with summer.”

University Extention mem-
bers seemed somewhat skeptical
about their relations to such
a committee, and many details
,apparently will have to be work-
fed out,

But all agreed to a second
meeting of the committee, ex-
tention representatives, and in-
sturctors in last summer’s pro-
grams to determine what kind
of activities interest children in
the area.

Extention representatives said
they tentatively had considered
music, visual arts, dramatics,
and dance as components of
a summer project of the area.

Last summer’s program in-
cluded instrumental and voeal
music as well as visual arts.
But only the visual arts program
was successful because it was

continued through the
F
g APR, 41969,

committee to make sure that
such programs are brought in
on a sporadic basis and that
they relate to needs add herit-
age of the black community,”
said John Lee Johnson, a com-
munity organizer for the Com-
munity Service Center.

“Right now most people in

culture is, not even black cul-
ture.”

“Blacks need to understand
musical instrument and how|
to read and stage a play before
they can develop a genuine,
knowledge of black music or|
theater.” [

A major problem in provxdmg|

R PR g

Douglass Center does not have
room to accommodate such pro-|
grams as music lessons, and,
noise from recreational activi-
ties would be distracting. |

Schools in the area probably |
will be available in summer but, |
Ford said, many children do|
not like the idea of going back
to school for such activities.

University facilities also are!
available, but they are too far
for children to walk and trans-
portation always has been a!
problem. |
A multi-purpose facility to ac-|

|
|
[

this area do not know what |

commodate all such activities
&i still in the discussion stage.

|should start some place like

‘| a good idea.

THU Ap

“You will need space, but you
also will have to gel the kids
involved,” she said.

But most of the instructors|
in the programs already know
several children who want to
participate, said Mrs, Betty
Zamora, temporary secretary of
the group.

“Qur most immediate prob-
lem™ is space,” she said. *“In
the past all these programs have
been directed at Douglass Cen-
ter, which is not large enough
to handle all of them”

The committee is expected to
meet next week o arrange for
space in area schools and the
St. Mary's complex, now leased
by the Economic Opportunity |
|Council for a mulli - pnpose\

neighborhood center.

“We could start guilar classes|
next week if we had someplace!
to meel and store our instru-
ments,” said John O’Connor, as-
sistant professor in music exten- |
sion.

“Such programs probably

Washington School, which is
near Douglass Center,”” Miss Es-
sex suggested.

They then can branch out to
other locations once enough|
partl cipants become interested,

U APR 71969

Colm “Topper" Carew, direc-
tor of the New Thing Art and
Architecture Center in Washing-
ton, D. C., agreed that recruit-
ing through a focal point such
as Douglass Center would be

Carew, who was to lecture
4 p.m, today at the Tilini Union, |
sat in on the meeting as an
observer, He also suggested that
black instructors should be used
for such a program,

But if not enough black in-
structors can be found, “sensi-
tive whites with the right al-
titude ecould be used,” he said.

The role of churches in pro-
viding participants was discus-
sed. One member suggested that
programs also should be sched-

{uled for after school hours rath-
{er than Saturdays because many
|youngsters are busy with other

things Saturdays. i

—— e
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spandence fo remind League
I".‘E'I'I'thI'S to rencw |h5”‘ mem-
berships. In the photagraph at
, Vernen L, Barkstall,

right, executive director, as-
sists two staff members, Mrs.
Lorraine M. Sankey, left, as-
sistant to the director and in

e
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" Commonly known as north-
east Champaign or the North
End, it is referred to as Census
Tract 2 in lhe technical lan-
guage of the day.

The area itself is not much
more than a mile square.

Yet the housing conditions.
and the other markings of pov-
erty there, are almost unique
in an otherwise comfortable
city, The conditions, in fact.
warrant enough attention for
the U.S. government to give
Champaign a half-million dol-
lars a year for urban renewal.

The target of that efforts is
Census Tract 2, represented on
the city council by John Lee

Urban League membership drive in operation

charge of the program, and
Mrs. Emily M. Weary, secre-
tary-receptionist, seated, with
bringing the membership list

Johason.

So when the city council sat
down Tuesday o decide how
next year's half-million would
be spent. Johnson stood alone—
or almost.

The ounly other voice of the
neighborhoods came from John
Smith. who lives at 203 E. Col-
umbia Ave.

Smith, an older man, said
nothing about major demolition
or housing rehabilitation proj-
ecls for the neighborbood. al-
though they were going to use
the bulk of next year’'s com-
munity development budget.

He spoke. instead. of a social
service counseling  program,

up-ta-date. In the center, Miss
Gladys Fraser is busy send.
while in
fwo

ing out reminders,

the right photograph,

proposed by the  Champaign
County Urban League.

He has been doing some of
the same work himself, Smith
told the city council. On a day-
to-day basis. he said he helps
neighbors fill out forms. file
for pensions and the like.

“A lot of the colored people
here came up from the South
and can't read or write,” he
said. *‘1 try to help them when
they come to me.”

For those who don't come
to him. Smith said the Urhan
League counselors would be an
asset in teaching people how
lo manage lheir budgels and
their homes.

/

“It would be quite a bit of
help to the public and quite
a bit of help to the commu-
nity,” Smith declared.

Aside from Johnson, who sup-
ported the concept of the coun-
seling service, Smith is one
of the very few North End
residents to comment in any
way whatsoever on  Cham-
paign's renewal plans for the
aeighborhood.

His voice was joined. at a
public hearing two weeks ago.
hy three women whn asked
the citv to move their homes
rather than tear them down.

A handfull of neighborhood
resident= alsn attended a sec-
ond public hearing on lhe com-

WEDMAR 2 51970

young women, Estella Poole,
and Jacgueline
Stewart, seated, are receiving

fareground,

secretarial aid, under the su-
pervision of Mrs. Sankey and
Weary, while alsa re.

Mrs.

e Few spoke for Census Tract 2

1976

myunity development program.

The project budget, however,
was largely the work of city
staffers.

Ironically, those who spoke;
out Tuesday night for a restor-!
ation project—as an alternative®
to the counseling service—were
exclusively white. None of
them lived in Census Tract 2.

But they had ideas for com-.
munity develepment, and they
wan'ed to save the old Cattle
Bank building as a kind of
neighborhood inspiration.

No one who was black. or
who was a North Ender. parti-
cularly liked the idea. But (f
all sces 23 planned, the res-
toration will go on.

ceiving a salary for thei
work.
(Photos by Phil Gree.
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Girl injured

¥

in North End
gang shoofing

By JIM TIOPWOOD
Paily 1llni City Editor

A Champaign girl was shol and
seriously injured Monday night in
the latest of a series of shoolings
involving members of rival gangs
in the North End.

Debbie Brown, 11, of 508 NN.
Poplar, was shot twice in the head
as about 20 shots were fired into
her house. No report on her con-
dition was available Monday night
as she underwent surgery in Mercy
Hospital,

Police said all the windows at
the front of the house were broken
by the firing, which according to
Mrs. Gertrude Brown, came from
several directions, None of the
other five persons in the house at
the time of the shooting was
injured.

s Fired at brethers &

Police Sgi. Williant Neuman said
the shols were appartently fired at
the girl's three brothers. who are
maembers of the gang the Panthers.
Members of Mighty Peace Stones
were listed as suspects in the
shooting,

Champaign and Urbana police
received several reports of sporadic
firing in the North End throughout
the night and an extra shift of
Champaign police was called out
to patrol the area until 11 p.m.

Monday night's incidents follow-
ed a weekend of shootings in- the
North End, though only one person
was  slightly injured Saturday
night.

Part of war

According to Neumann, the
incidents are part of war belween
members of the Peace Stones and
a splinte group, the Panthers. The
gangs were formally aligned in one
organization before the split, which
Occured this August.

10-14-69
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of those | 600 black kids to
Duuglass Center?" he gshad
 Councilman James Ransom,

“The city i in excellent fi-
{nancial siraits" he said

(spansive 1o the reguest, but boll
told Townsend they would pot
hand anyone $40,000 without &
1ot of study and diseussion,

?nlh argued that the eity had

[bilitles to the park district, and
Pperhaps appeals for s -

m’p&w cenier should be made
are that body.
“There mus! be a systematic

jl-wmmh " Snvder paid, We
would have to have a plan. We
won't hand you 40,000, but we
will sl down and talk abowl
" he added

U “We are asking the city to
{react to ' problem.” Townsend

eaid,

YWe will, but we woold like
1o react Lo an orgsnized group,™
Murphy countered.

N “Fine. paw gl together on
the $40.000," said Townsend as
he sal down

“We haven'l ssid ‘oo’ yel,”

replied Murphy.

v
]

-

1

2

DS

o5
Boe
B

1

i

i
i

E

youngsters,”

i
|

:
:

i

i

Gl
ngggé
by
i
H

£z

i

T
il

EE

:

]
11

i

s
!
¥
E
£

5
B
E
g
i
H
1 i

1
it
:
E

todsy {Thursday)

:

*Just

¢

1:E §ig
i
3
F
g
:
L]

i
'
1!

drew an affirmy. | ""'“’I’m.
domm 1o [tive response from af leass g (™%, B¢ Deole apparenily
obtainicg an |pec cent of the more the o | oot willing o eome g
Ve Gqualty: |Persons who were asked “uiy |y, 7, O6Cided 1o
 fatiouid be included in the (o I"""’-‘,,.w-"ﬂntmm'.’ S
are Tikely (7" said Vernon Barkstall . | 2o Curtis, consaquan
W:_W&nmﬁ:m“MwSMuumuit:’ffu&?m#mm.m-
- Preparing upplicy u._mm gn Ci . , Eddie w Les
funding for » m‘mmmq.,l:l::rl: :ﬂ&mn"mngmm x
¢ meighbarhood ih. %m&hﬂ vmmmh’uu. =
SappaL, B Through Uiese (lis
provide 20 I!“E'h.:mh :nmf;;mm &.*fa!z
. ranging |iaciusian, addeq, recruited, 4
‘“'!‘h:“ﬂﬁmmmhd%hmm| Meanwh Mn‘r':m-u
— >Mh'llnlng,chﬂﬂclm,!“l.qu8cnkum
needed.  fand health servipes. J of  Public ‘&'
“‘."“"”m? 'ﬂ Barkstall, meanwhile, wrate tg| CH4mpaign and Utbana Park:
ormy by fuai LMY agencies, pimrlct, VIP, the Sacial Security |
2sking for & tentative commit- inistration,  Adjer Zaope
ment to provide their serpices |“CBlEr, and Family Serviges
""J:: i asked Lo do) them each fo mams 5
ares res once the | PAC represantative,
sructure is completed, "So lar, Soclal vip |
dammmaqmmmhlumw.j.m
Cles, anly ane or two said they " sakd.
would m;gl: n & posiiien I,.mﬂu-&mfmm’m.
e e

X eeling and then
members of WOk 06 the propoga) Lo
commitier — Bari.| Barkstall will pe

G Paul Hursey, dl.|!h* end of the yoar 1o
e, 1 s ‘ of the University of ;. (E30titive director of u:“;:'f:
puhlic ™ A ve Action Pro.|COUnly (M) Urhag Lesgue and
SMer questions aboyg Hu.ﬁ?:'{:af:: L h?ﬂ‘m‘" prouid lke to see the PAC ge
; olunteer 3 | Bl v
o &d&mﬂmﬁ[wﬁmbv ini oPrnJem _|..';ﬂ ? Sonleat I:.t the project as
A ity Council Champaign © new members, Booker EVEN uiter the p beco;
m Joined un';uu Do Ford, ditector of Douglags Cen. | onal, uwnl*ﬁh, e
In calling the meeling for Ses |1 LOUNe Clark of SOUL; und M5 Wil remals Thao i
B M the former St Manpa) g U, executive director [9A0CIng the loca) shpry g oot
#chool which hag been r."“ af EOC — helped organire me-::m 25 well as popyi
by EOC for p giggil 'ased (niext part of the campaign: call, | muthorities to part with
ipose center ﬂff.’ifﬂ'ﬁ"i Ing 8 mass mesting 15 expand |Fereasingly U ited funds
Alter heated _jon the Information gathered in| R = |
b & il ﬁ!haln.mp_!mw“d‘m. n {
malked oyt youth lﬂm'ﬂ::'uml.uw palicy advisary m“’"
The following night 5 fm.fmmnl:'}c‘ lo prepare the
®as apccinted 1o tho unittes | “We decided to stary
o4 the gr Be% the project %0-membor PAC, with g2 ey,
4 088 of the membery, Bers. including two youthe, cor. |
ﬂweicmuu R’"h‘""’ﬂ“hﬂmwnymh
ve Baptist | pastor of Hm{r_:gmmm'“m :
e nep o aren residents with il expiapa 200 Bork
P of varlous youth groups  Tgq p s

meelings were eall. |

services ed, one at lass 0 |



— e ————— s . - - .

Ask more !acﬂmes for black areas

% orums end on starting note |

discussed  mul
(1 The Courer for the predominuntly
Renewed requests for expand. noriheast ares of the city.
ed recreation {acilities in Cham-| Thcnvr-mmbl'rpﬂtﬂiltric‘l.
palgn-Urhana's black communi- board | expected 1o go over
ty wm discussed st & forum |the 48 preseniations mnde dur-
W Fes o ocboche ' el

biack

center cerimin  university

facilities, jrate airport authority, pesiihly

such as Men's Old Gym, \olmchuding several counties, since
community activities to Lake the
pressure pff Douglass Center.

this would provide a muoch |arg

the referendum.
mm:aaﬂm Vernon  Harkstall,
munlly

lnulﬂnmdlrﬂmniﬂ:surhml.ugm

E

! This
ul!hndmuxwmf-wma
erendumy o finasee tsuch as the Urban League
park and recreation nesds. |show which recently drew sev-

The recommendations came eral bundred persons sf the Ra-
mmmsmﬂydmewumum

“None of us claim
i recreation

Bruce Neshitt, a U of 1 staff jproposal for muwch a dllﬂ).",
r,-said # task force wos | Flexman said.
to work oul plans to open| Possibilities include » sepe




PP T .

e et o e em—— g b W

\problems right away,
i{just wanted to.’*

‘The North End: Despair And Hope

'People Come Tak'
But Nothing Is C

]

By BONNIE BLANKENSHIP
News-Gazette Staff Writer

“They see what others got,

they see what they gof,
‘it makes them mad.
| “They're not going to be
| satisfied with dirt roads, and
ne street lights and no jobs and
no money.

“When they look at each

other, they see all the badness

(they've had to live with, and

it makes them madder, and
when the littlest personal thing
comes up between them, they
start to fight, and all the bad

feelings come out.”

The speaker, J, leaned back
in his chair and scrutinized the
other persons in the rcom. Bath

{he and T, a member of the

Peacestones, had had a few run-
ins with the law . . . not an
unusual ingredient in the
backgrounds of young black ac-
tivists

E, a young woman graduate
student, was working with
youths from the northend for
the summer They had in-

sthe day's. Tovtine to
discuss their views on the prob-
lems of the young black people
in Champaign-Urbana.

The second young man, T,
spoke up. “It's time something
was done. They been out stu-
dying us with their. little
notebooks- for 10 years, and
everything’s still the same.

“There's enough wealth and
people here to start solving the
if they

“There are some you can’t
reach now, because you've lost
them,” added the girl. ““The
older kids would understand
having a place for basketball,

and swimming, et cetera, but
vou can really reach -the
younger kids.

“Every girl wants fo be &
ballerina. Where are the balle

classes in the summer? . .

and|- -

the modern dance? }
karate classes? , . . the talent
shows on Sunday afternoons?

. the dances on the weekends
“If I'm an &year-old girl and
my 13-year-old brather is always
saying he doesn’t have anything
to do, and is in the habit of
hanging around in gangs, then
when I'm 15, I'm going to think
that’s the thing for me to do,
too.”

The Peacesione member
declared, “the kids want
someplace to go," then added
in a mimicking, condescending
tone, *‘Oh, but then, we got
the Elks and the Legion, and

F:Hh In A Semes

R

that's good enough for the black
kids!"

He shook his head in disgust.

“These kids look at Douglass
Center and then they look at
Centennial Park, and all the
other parks in other parts of
town, and they know where they
stand.”

The young woman coniinued,
“These kids need someplace
nice to go, someplace where
the young teens are separafed

3
k: a0 i

oes

trom t‘ne _older teens 7 s
“Why don't they open up tha

Chances R one or two nlghts

for a soul dance — or the

Red Lion, or somplace like that?

We're interested in results NOW.
. . in action NOW.""

T praised the University of

TNiinois' $ponsoring of teen-zge
dances during the spring and
summer. He said peace waa

niaintained during the danceg
through the cooperation of the
gang leaders, who agreed to
control their own members. .. .

“Champaign-Urbana can’t

(Please turn to Page 5, Col. 1.
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THE NORTH END: Despair And pre"'

By BONNIE BLANKENSHIP
News-Gazetie Stafl Wrijer
Groups of young black men
sat in various parts of the room,
their postures communicating
1 aloofness and disinterest.
Members of the press found
seats among the gronp gathered
around the long table in the
center of Hayes School gym-

ton nasium. The occasion was a

rway

%cted
urs-

routine meeting of the Con-
cerned Citizens Committee.

John Lee Jphnson was speak-
ing.

“Black kids have to be taught
black history in the community,,
not in the schools.

“They need orientatiorr in
arban planning, in community

‘Pfe. |organization, in political seience,
Mr, | They need to understand the
= Jr., |dynamics of American polities.

ction “Poor people don’t even know

ense | what a sehool board is. They're
sday. |not being taught the basics

— | about American government —

about muniecipal government.
“You ean't tell a black kid
what a mayor is. Take him
downtown and sic him on Zip-
prodt. He's got to know who
the people are. Then he’ll know

taphs | who to Kill.

ac-| ‘“Instead of running down the
gust | street throwing bricks in-
diseriminately, he’ll know what

Ficer to throw the bricks at.
feal “He'll go after Zipprodt or
e Wikoff or go down to The News-
ent Gazette and burn it down ‘cau_se
the | Re’ll know those are the_ in-
ion stitutions that are exploiting
ew him.” : .

Exof The young men looked im-
‘that pressed and amused by

Johnson's speech, which con-
' [tinued another half an hour.

}mg Members of the press were

1Ce | unruffled. They had many times
before heard Johnson and other

ef-1 CCC members verhally assault

_d' every indivudal and institution

On | considerea “‘establishment” in

C¥ | Champaign-Urbana.

by| At previous meetings they had

seen invited visitors chastised,
humiliated and accused to the
point where any positive com-
munication and cooperation was
made impossible.

Yet, in the past three years,
the Concerned ' Citizens Com-

mittee has been one of the most
effective organizations in kring-
ing about changes fo benefit
the black community.

CCC members were active in
the campaign for the in-
tegration of Champaign Schools
(although some are now
preaching separatism). They
established a summer tuioring
program for black youngsters
and conducted counseling
workshops for school teachers
with the aim of helping them
relate better to black youth,
They have worked in school
board and city council elections.
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Blacks Have Leaders BuiL
Most Shun ‘Leader’ Label

'l!\

With the help of the Universityj
of Tllinois architecture and
urban planning students, -CCC

-+ pushed for more efficient and

aesthetic plans for public hous-
ing, and was instrumental in
having the sites changed so that
not all the units would be con-=
structed in the Urbana Renewa.l
area.

The committee also, in con-
junction with representatives of
area churches, formed a non-
profit housing corporation and
secured financing for a housing
project in north Champaign.

(Please turn to page 6, col. 4)

* k Kk Kk

Those Among Us

How can we find ju;ﬂce when those Blacks among us

Who aspire politically and have seated themselves

In the Afrg-American movement
Are as foul as the dusty old men

Who aspire to keep us in slavery.

‘Is that damn pride

In the well-being of the poorest of us

So unimportant that we bicker among ourselves :
Accuse and intimidate one another

To see who can buy the grey flannel suits

At Karoll Kaufmanns, the pretty cars from - Parkhills

The tong shoes from Reeds.
Where do we get off

That every question of employment - _
And who's going to help the people ~
Is declded by what he has done .
Or the number of times he makes ink.
Or simply who he’s willing to agree
Or disagree with among ourselves.
Is the distance from Bradley to University so short,
Are the people therein so un of need
That those who step out for them
" Falsity the purification of our efforts
By conniving to enter in that realm

Of white middle class which

is desfroying his people.

All those who are in the range of my volce,
Be It walker of the street, Black Professional,

Doctor of Spiritual Medicine,
The enhancement of thyself

Is that of the Black People of Champaign

Regardless of the money tree that we pick from.

If you are out there to gain personally .
On my bebalf regardless of my siatus, ”
Damn you. We don’t need you.

Baby, look back once in awhile!

— John Lee Johnsom
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(Continued from Page 3)

Some CCC projects have not
met with such success, For in-
stance, | the Champaign school
district vetoed a CCC demand
that the committee he given
deelsion-making authority in the
hiring of black public schoal
teachers. The committee tried
unsuceessfully to block zoning
changes in the north end which
would allow apartments in a
singlé-dwelling neighhorhood.

While Johnson and Chairman
Richard B. (Dicky) Davis are
the most voeal — and active
— members of CCC, a small
core of volunteers lend support
in most of the projects.

Anaother organization which
has provided leadership in the
black community is SOUL
{security - organization - unity -
lovel. With its membership of
relatively young men, it backed
the establishment of the Frances
Nelson Health Center, en
eauraged changes in the ad-
ministration of public housing
and was successful in having
its. candidate, Howard Mitehell,
appainted community relations
director for the city of Cham-
paign.

ack 'Leaders

The Black Coalition has been
engaged in equal employment
projects, but has been relatively
inactive recently.

BACUP (Black Action Com-
munity Unity Program) receiv-
ed church funds to coordinate
all organizations working on
race-related problems so that
more effective action could be
taken when problems arcse. The
funds were not used for the
prescribed  purpose, however,
and BACUP dissolved.

Membership in most of the
organizations mentioned < is
overlapping. Though individuals
are frequently issue-oriented
and leadership will change with
the activity, any project of
much importance will likely in-
volve many of the following
persons: Vernon Barkstall' of
Urban League; Phil Walker of
Parkland College; William
Smith, a graduate of the UI
law school who is working with
‘commuhity organization for the
Urban League.

Also, Paul Hursey, farmer
personnel officer at the UL and
director of the Neighborhood
Youth Corps; Ernest

Westfield, president of the
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contribution.

City, State

" Affiliated with

paign, [l Contributions

eral financing. New classes
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‘Here’s My Share

I want to help the Opportunities Industrali-

zation Center to continue. Here’s my $

(Please make checks payable to OIC-News-
Gazette Fund. Mail to The News-Gazette, Cham-

OIC TOTALS $36,772.86. Donations to the Cham-
‘paign County Opportunities Industrialization Center
continue to be received at both The News-Gazette and
the OIC office at 804 N. Fifth. The fund has reached
s("56,772.86. Additional contributions are being sought
while continued efforts are being made to secure fed-
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are tax deductible).

began recently at OIC and

registrations are still being accepted.

* [tent.
- |promise has

Jamgs Ransom, Champaign city
councilman and Ul affirmative
action officer; Howard Mitchell,
Champalgn community relations’
director; Dicky Davis, pro-
duction coordinater at
WILL-TV; and John Lee John-|
son.

Most object to being labeled
"leaders” but they repeatedly
represent the viewpoint of black
citizens — or at least claim
to — at public meetings.

Other individuals, such as
Evelyn Burnett, Joan Dorsey,
Charlie Johnson, Anna Wall
Scott, Frank Hansbrough’,
Leonard Mason, Bruce Neshitt,
Harold Bradley, Tony Zamora,
Robert  Gillespie, Edgar
McKnight, Toby Kahr, Lonnie
Clark, Roy Williams,
Butler, Rev. James Offutt, Rev.
Benjamin Keaton, Fred Walden,
Robert Eubanks, Maurice
McKinley and Ivan and Henry
Matthews are active. and
generally  have acknowledged
leadership roles in different
areas.

The involvement of indigenous
personnel in problems of the
black community is seen by
many as one of the most im-

1 portant developments in the past

10 years.

Lack of cooperation between
groups and - undefined or in-
consisient goals appear to have
hampered progress to some ex-
Unwillingness ‘to com-
won  some  vie-
taries; it has destroyed many
opportunities for change.

Compelition for influential
positions is keen, and those who
obtain a degree of power cutside
the black community are sub-
ject to accusations of “tomism."

Qutside cooperation, advice
and expertise is sought by all
black organizations, yet they are
suspicious of aid given by most
whites. Students with useable
skills and knowledge are
generally more sympathetic to
black political motives, are
more easily controlled, and are
used widely.

As one Uni versity ad-
ministrator put it, “They want
their demands met in such a
way that they can establish a
power hase. They want demands
met, ves; they want expertise,
yes; but they want your mind,
body and squl, too.”

(Next: education and the

Jewel |

black citizen)
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NAACP; Ken Stratton, Cham-
paign school  administrator;
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Others Disagree . . .

Chief Says Riot Non- R/aCIaI

{Editor's Note: This is the
final part of a two-part series
investigaling possible causes of
last Salurday’'s disturbance at
the Epoilight Cafe in Norikeast
Champaign.)

By DENNIS SODOMKA

Despite Champaign Chief of
Police Harvey Shirley's assurance
that the nearriot at the Spotlight
Cafe last Salurday had no racial
overtones, many people believe
otherwise.

There is currently a nationwide
fecling that slum conditions, seg-
regated ghettos, and poverly cause
many sium dwellers to turn to
crime and violence because of
their seemingly hopeless situation,

The area around the Spotlight
Cafe, 205 E. Vine St., is such an
i.mpoverl shed Negro ghetto

Urban renewal programs have
been established across the coun-
try to eliminate the deplorable
conditions, and hopefully to elim-
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inate the crime and violence often :
found in these areas. The city of |

Champaign is currently in the
planning stage of such a program.

When asked for his opinion on
the Spotlight incident, however,
Urban Renewal Divector David
Gensemer refused to comment,
“The Spotlight Cafe is not in our
Urban Resiewal area, and I do not
have anything to say about the
situation,” he sald.

One lady who did have some-
thing to say is Mrs. M. E. Burch,
who organized ¢ fund for patrol-
man Robert F. Jones, whose skull
was fractured by a thrown brick
during the riot.

“This is just something that's

WORTH- £ p)

been geoing on all along,” ex-
plained Mrs. Burch, “People are
blaming the police for brutality,
but what do they expect the police
to do? Kiss them?”

People who hang sround In a
bad place must love that kind of
thing, or they wouldn’t drink
there, she continued.

“If I drank, I sure wouldn't
drink In a place like that where
anything might happen.

“People go %o those kind of
iplaces and lve any old kind of
way and nobody closes those
places or does anything until
something bad happens.”

Mrs. Burch realizes it Is a bad
sifuation, but she is not quite sure
what should be done about it be-
cause of the “complexities of hu-
man nature.”

“I don't know whether it's Det-
ter to close those places or not.
As long as thore's some place else
to go, those peaple will go there.
Some people just want to keep go-
ing on in filth,” she said.

As a Negro woman Mrs. Burch
feels that iacidents such as the
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THE SPOTLIGHT CAFE stands idle after last Saturday’s near-riot.
Champaign Mayor Emmerson V. Dexter ordered the cafe closed
after the battle in which Patrolman Robert F. Jones was critical-
ly injured. Although Champaign Chief of Palice Harvey Shirley
claims the near-riot had ne racial overtones, cther pecple dis-

agree,

ene Tast Saturday do hurt the clyil
rights eause.

“I just can’t understand why
they have to do something like
that; therc’s so many gecod things
they can do to help ocur people
There’s night school, NAACP, or
the righis movement, so many
good things.

“Y have irlendz in every race,
and I just can't see why my peo-
ple aren’t trying our hest to bet-
ter ourselves,” she concluded.

Getting back to the fund for
Officer Jones, Mrs. Burch told
how she happened to think of the
idea.

Primarily set up %o help the
Jopes family, the fand alse has
gnother purpose.

“The minute I resd the story in
the paper it just set me alire, |
was 0 hurt. Christmas is & tire
for happiness aund a time to be
sweet.”

“Wo shouldn’t l«d the po!iv:e
think that we're deserting them,”
explained Mrs. Burch, “We shou d
siop this trying to intimidate th:
policeman; his life is just as va u-
able to him as yours is to you.'

i
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i
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Hursey criticizes
North End repairs

By ED DALLY
Daily Hlini Staff Writer

Paul Hursey, former Urbana
alderman, criticized the city for
repairing a North End street with
oil and gravel chips at the council
meeting Tuesday night.

Hursey said, *This is the same
kind of slap in the face as in 1965
when the city permitted the
moving of 20-ton homes on our
streets (in the Dr. Ellis subdivi-
sion) and the streets buckled.

“It means to me that the city
doesn’t give a damn about the
North End.” he said. Hursey
described his street as a mess and
he added that children could no
longer play in the street and that
residents would be bringing mud
and dirt and oil from the street into
their homes.

Work deters deterioration

Urbana Mayor Charles Zipprodt
said the work was done to help slow
down the deterioration of the
streets and he added that oiling
and chipping is done on a number
of Urbana streets every year.

John Goodell, public works com-
missioner, said the asphalt streets
had been improperly built by a
developer who has since declared
bankruptey and who cannot be held
liable by the city.

Hursey, who said he paid $1,800
for the asphalt street in front of his
horne, "told the council the city
might have good streets if they had
installed hard paving over time.

Presently, the city uses oil and
chips to repair most streets, which
Goodell estimated to be six or
seven times cheaper than hard
asphalt paving. Goodell was re-
quested to prepare cost compari-
sons on various types of paving for

the council.
Improvements not installed

Goodell also told the council of
two cases where subdividers had
failed to install proper public
improvements and he called for a
policy direction regarding the per-
formance bonds they submit to re-
lieve the city of the costs of repair-
ing defectivehwork. The city has
not accepted public improvements
and released some 80 outstanding
subdivision bonds.

9-9-71
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Sniping confinues
in North End;
police arrest

Five persons, including one Uni-
versily student, were charged this
weckend with firearms violations
33 sporadic sniping and vadalism
tontinued in the North End.

Sieve Jackson, 25, sophomore in
LAS, Joe Cooper, 25, and two ju-
venlines were charged in state
toinplaints with illegal use of
Weapons after they were arresled
ate Friday night by Urbana police.

Police reported they found a
tifle, a sholgun, a pistol and toy
Pistol in a car the four were en-
tering at Wascher Street near Lin-
®ln - Avenue. The car was
®Rirched because of a telephone
Teport of several armed men in the

« Tea, pollce said.

Champaign police also Iriday ar-
Itsted James Powell, 23, of 203 E.
il St,, Champaign, charging him
::lltll possession of concealed weap-
s,
. Police were Monday Investigat-
Mg 12 separate reporls of van-
lism in which the windows of
3 and trucks were broken late
Mlurday or early Sunday by rocks
r sticks.
. A meeting Saturday allernoon

%tween members of rival groups
licved involved in the disturb-
#ces apparently failed to produce
t A truce,
\g
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End is people

By Millicent Fz;untleroy
Of The Courier

Most cities are divided into
at least three parts. Some are
even lucky enough to stretch
it to four. But in Champaign-
Urbana, there is only North —
the North End.

No other community in either
city is delineated as sharply.
No other is as well known. No
other is as studied. No other
{s as talked about. No other
is as black.

And while black may be
beautiful elsewhere, it often is
not in the North End.

Sometimes it is harsh, like
the gray paint of substandard
buildings. Sometimes it is soft,
like the fine, silver-gray hair
of an old who has lived
to see his dreams flourish in
his grandchildren.

1t is the color of the red-hot
action along First and Poplar
sireets where, as one teen-ager
remarked, “everybody . . . car-
ries a gun.” It also can be
the rich, red blood which flows

" First of four parts

through the veins of vibrant,
active youngsters.

The North End is short pay-
checks or no paychecks and not
enough green. It is comfortable,
middle class affluence.

It is quiet, contained — and
almost cool. It is loud, rebellious
and about to erupt.

The people, though, are what
make the North End what it
is.

And they, though sometimes
white, are mostly black.

In the Champaign - Urbana
area, blacks and other minori-
ties make up 7.9 per cent of
the total population. And most
of those 10,677 live in the North
End, an area loosely bounded
by Neil, Bradley, University and
Wright streets.

If one were to meet a North
End resident by chance, that
resident would most likely be
a woman. In fact, 2,767 of the
5,282 black persons who live in
Champaign are women.

state. She spends her days work-

ing for barely subsistence pay
in a scrvice occupation and
probably has not completed high

school.

By comparison North End
male blacks number 2,515, about
250 fewer than the female pop-
ulation. On the average, he is
slightly younger than his female
neighbor at 20.5 years and drop-
ped out of school a year earlier.
He earns his
$5,112 a year,
worker, laborer, clerical worker
or operative,

But statistics have no color
— they cannot paint a true pic-

ture of Champaign - Urbana's
black community, Figures do
not breathe or speak or cry
or die. People do.

Next: An 86-year-old man, who

income, about
as a service

She has probably just attained
that magic age of maturity —
for in Champaign, census fig-
ures show more black ,females
as age 22 than as any other
age. Another 1,043 of them are
under 18-years-old. The North
End is a young community.

Though she may list Bradley
Street or Beardsley Street or
Poplar Street as her home ad-
dress, it is not really ‘“home.”
Home for the typical resident
of the North End is likely to
be another city, often another
state. Some 2,090 black residents
of Champaign were born in a
different state, 1,802 of them
in the South.

Our North End “fox” probably
hasn’t completed high school,
for most females in the area
age 25 or older have not. Only
37.4 per cent of all blacks in
Champaign - Urhana are high
school graduates. And for Cham-
paign, the figure drops to a
miserable 25.1 per cent.

Black women in Champaign
— those who are lucky enough

to have jobs — often spend their
days in a service occupation.
About 571 of the 1,91 black
women in Champaign employed
in 1970 said they worked
cleaning, food, health, personal
or protective service jobs.

And if their tasks are often
menial, so too are their salaries.
Census data shows median earn-
ings for black men in Cham-
paign are $5,112 per year. For
a woman, the figure drops to
Jess than half that dismal
amount — $2,010 a year.

For clerical workers, the fig-
ure drops to $1.855, for opera-
tives, including transport work-
ers, it climbs to $3.419. But
the median family income for
all of Champaign is $11,323 per
year,

This is Champaign's North
End and, by extension, the black
community in Champaign-Ur-
bana. Data ouflines the typical
“North Ender” as a woman
about 22.1 years old who prob-
ably was born in a Southern

has spent most of his life in
the North End community, talks
about what it means to have
grown up there with “his

people.”
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