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Engagement at the U of I 
Circa 1867
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Knowledge Sharing: CCNet

 1990s CCNet: The Internet

 To create a fully­distributed electronic environment 
for Champaign County

 Foster the utilization of advanced communications 
and information technologies

http://www.uiuc.edu/


1990s CCNet: The Internet
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Engagement Today

Seed funding
 First offered in 2009
 143 submissions; awarded 30 
 Fall 2010 ­ received 81 applications
 Decisions will be announced December 3

Through the Lens of Film
 Video

http://www.uiuc.edu/


UC2B
 7 fiber rings spanning the community for fiber 

connectivity and internet service to 143 anchor 
institutions
– Schools, public safety, government, youth centers, social 

service agencies, public computing centers

 The Big Opportunity: to combine our 
advantage of infrastructure, 
with the research power of the 
university to solve problems in 
our community

http://www.uiuc.edu/


Current and Future Engagement

 Increase the “reporting back” mechanisms
– Public Engagement Symposium: March 9, 2011 at the I­Hotel

http://www.uiuc.edu/


The Public Engagement Portal
www.engage.illinois.edu

http://www.uiuc.edu/


More about Public Engagement

 Steven Sonka, Vice Chancellor for Public 
Engagement

 Email: vcpe@illinois.edu
Ways to Connect with Public Engagement
 Engagement.illinois.edu

– PE Listserv
– Facebook – “Public Engagement at Illinois”
– YouTube – “UIPublicEngagement”
– Engagement Portal

mailto:vcpe@illinois.edu
http://www.uiuc.edu/
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