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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF GAMMA UPSILON PSI SOCIETY ... 

Dear Cotillion Supporter, 

Thank you for your continued support of our annual 
Cotillion Ball. For 32 years your financial support 
has provided scholarships for more than 400 debu
tants. Many former debutantes have returned to the 
Champaign-Urbana community with college degrees 
and are productive members of our community. 

In its infancy, thirty-two years ago, the men. 01' P~i 
Beta Sigma Fraternity sponsored the first CotillIOn zn 
the Champaign-Urbana area. In 1974, Kathryn l!um
phrey and Margaret Smith organized ~ group of. c~m
munity women to assist the Sigmas with the C~tllllOn.. 
Since 1977, this organization, Gamma Upsilon PSI 
Society, has been the sole sponsor of the Cotillion. 
Within the past ten years, Gamma Upsilon Psi mem
bers are proud to have helped start Cotillions in Dan
ville, IL and Marietta, GA. 

Patricia McKinney Lewis 

. if G d we continue to promote academic excellence and higher learning. Tonight, we 

;~:~~I;;~:S:: f;;:u~g l:dies and introduce them to society as ~ebutantes 2004. Please join us as we applaud 
their accomplishments and congratulate them as they pursue their future endeavors. 

. . h lanned Gamma members have diligently worked to 
I gednuinel

y hO~~tyy~~t~;:~:n;;:c~~:a~_g:n~~v;:x:;::nced an' exhilarating, thrilling, dazzling, effervescent, 
pro uce a qual . , '"11" E h ot seen and ears have yet to hear magnificently electrifying, sensationall~ invigoratzng COtl.lOn. yes ave n 
what is in store for your enjoyment tonzght. 

. b dfi-' d who assisted the debutantes this year. We appre-Thank you to the escorts, parents,jamlly mem ers, an 1 ;en s. . GOD HAS A BLESSING WITH 
ciate your dedication and commitment making this year s CotillIOn a success. 

YOUR NAME ON IT! 

In all things, to God be the Glory for all He has done for us and brought us through to this yem: God always 
gives us more than we deserve. We give Him all the praise, the honor and the glory. 

Thank you, 

Sincerely, 

PATRICIA MCKINNEY LEWIS 

Patricia McKinney Lewis 

President 
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Toastmaster .................................................................................................. Terry Napper 

Urbana School District #116 

Welcome ............................................................................................ Vernita Curry-Taylor 

Gamma Upsilon Psi Society 

Invocation ........................................................................................... Kathyrn Humphrey 

Co-Founder of Gamma Upsilon Psi Society 

",,,,Dinner,,,,,, 

Introduction of Gamma Members .................................................................. Patricia Lewis 

President, Gamma Upsilon Psi Society 

Introduction of 2004 Escorts & Candle Lighting ............................................ Ecomet Burley 

Champaign Unit #4 

Introduction of 2004 Debutantes ................................................................. Frances Burley 

Champaign Unit #4 

Father/Daughter Dance ............................................................. Debutantes and Presenters 
"Dance With My Father" 

Luther Vandross 

Debutante Dedication ........................................................................ Protege' Dance Team 

Dance ............................................................................................................... Debutantes 
"Flying Without Wings" 

Ruben Studard 

Step ...................................................................................................................... Escorts 

Dance .......................................................................................... Debutantes and Escorts 
"After All Is Said and Done" 
Beyonce and Marc Nelson 

"I'm Coming Out" 
Diana Ross 

Acknowledgements and Awards .................................................................... Patricia Lewis 

Dancing ............................................................................. Music by LJ. "Capital City DJ." 
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Carme1ita Thomas 
Vice-President 

Katrina Kindle 
Secretary 

Patricia McKinney Lewis 
President 

Karla Shelby 
Treasurer 

Murial Bondurant 
Financial Secretary 
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Henrine Luckett Casey Vanessa Elam 
Dionne Brown Pulchratia Kinney 

Christina Donaldson Gayle Jeffries 

Yavonnda Smith 

Ruthie Hillsman 
Dorothy Greene Ivy Williams 

Vernita Curry-Taylor 





I 

Ecomet Burley is new to the Champaign Unit 4 School District. Ml~ 
Burley received a bachelor s degree in political science and physical edu
cation from Texas Tech University and a master s degree in educational 
administration and supervision ji-om Stephen F Austin University. He is 
currently working toward his doctoral degree in public administration at 
Texas A&M University. Ml~ Burley began his career in education as a 
teachel~ He progressed to assistant principal and principal having worked 
at both the elementaJY an middle school levels. He has also worked as an 
administrative assistant to the superintendent in the Lubbock Independent 
School District. Most recently he worked as the chiefofficer of customer 
service at the Region IV Education Service Center in Houston, Texas, 
where his responsibilities included fiscal accountability, personnel man
agement, program implementation and evaluation, strategic planning and 
public relations. Currently, he is the Assistant Superintendentfor Achieve
ment and Pupil Services. Ecomet and his wife, Francis, have jour chil
dren: Ecomet Ill, Michael, Stephanie and Ebony. Tonight, Ecomet is 
introducing the 2004 Escorts. 

Frances Burley is the new Principal at Dl~ Howard ElementaJY 
School. Mrs. Burley received her bachelor s degree in elementary educa
tion from Lamar University, Beaumont, Texas and her master s degree in 
educational administration and supervisionjf'Om the University ofHous
ton. Her teaching certificates include generic special education and 
learning and language disabled. Mrs. Burley began her career teaching 
special education, gifted and talented, first, second, and third grades. As 
a teacher she demonstrated leadership ability by serving as a team leader, 
primary math contact at the campus level, a teacher mentor, and a student 
teacher supervisor. In 1996 she was named Teacher of the Year at the 
campus level. In 1999 she was promoted to assistant principal with the 
Fort Bend Independent School District in Sugar Land, Texas. She and 
her husband, Ecomet have two daughters and two sons. Tonight, Frances 
is introducing the 2004 Debutantes. 

Terry Napper, a Chistian young man and lover of Jesus, is a deacon, 
director of Music and Sunday School Teacher at Mount Olive Baptist 
Church. He has been employed by Urbana District #116 as a Site Coor
dinator for the After School Child Care Program at Leal School for 16 
years. Terry has been the loving husband to Rhonda Napper for 14 years 
and the proud father of Terrell, 13, Terrance, 1 O,and Teron, 6. He is 
a mentor to young black men, an all out clown and loves to have fun. 
Tonight, Terry is serving as Toastmaster. 
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The members of Gamma Upsilon Psi Soci
ety, Debutantes and Escorts would like to 
thank Dr. John Woodward, Principal of 
Urbana High School for graciously allow
ing the use of Urbana High School to hold 
our meetings. 

Tuxedos - Seno Formal Wear 
Printing - Laser s Edge Printing 

Journal Layout - Bright Eyes Publishing 
Photography - Storch Photographic 
Videography - Wright Photography 

Music - L.J. "Capitol City D.J. " 
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Congratulations DaNae! 

Dreams are not something 
to wait for. 

Dreams are something to worh for. 

70 1Jehutante 1<aren Micheffe Carter 

COYljra tufa tiom/ 

--Best Wishes--

Your Assistant, 
Ivy Williams 

r-roffow Jour cfreamJ' than~ the lOl"l (or the Ji{6' ani ahifitieJ' 
7-fe haJ' pfacelin JOu, 

;tlJ'~el the lOl"l to he0 JOu underJ'tanl what the:) are ani 
J'how JOu how to heJ't uJ'e them {or Jour h!JheJ't purpoJ'e, 

;!(fwaJJ' rememher that a((thiYljJ' are pOJ'J'ihfe throUJh :JeJ'uJ' 
ChriJ't 

lfour J4J'J'iJ'tanf, 
<R...uhJ 7-funt 
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Congratulations 

to 

Debutante Tamara Giboney 

May you be very successful 

in all your endeavors. 

Your Assistants, 

Yavonnda Smith & Gayle Jeffries 

Jessica, I have had the pleasure of watching you 
mature from the wide-eyed innocence of young 
girl, to the determination of a young woman. 
Continue to grow; continue to be determined to 
make your dreams a reality. Never let anyone 
shatter your dreams. N ever let anyone stand 
in the way of the blessings God has for you. 
Tonight is the beginning of many more blessings 
to come. Get ready. There's no limit to what you 
can do as long as you keep God first. 

Your Assistant, 
Dionne Brown 
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Jenell 

Set your goals high 
and strive to make them. 

Good luck in school and keep 
God in your life. 

Te'Asha 

Your Assistant, 
Dorothy Greene 

God is always speaking to us. 
Listen to Him. 

--Mother Teresa 

You are a beautiful young lady. 
Continue to be obedient to His word 

and you wi" go far. 
God Bless! 

Pulchratia L. Kinney-Smith 

If) 

,Vhitney, 

May you achieve all your goals and b~ su.c
cessful in life. Always keep your faIth In 
God and you vvill never lose faith in your
self. Follow your drean1s, for all things are 
possible in Christ. 

Wishing you all of God's blessings as you 
pursue your college education. 

Your Assistant, 
Katrina Kindle 

Congratulations Niandral 

"Commit to the Lord whatever you do and 
your plans will succeed." (Proverbs 16:3) 

God Bless You! 

The Donaldson---Richardson Family 

17 



Debutante Sheree 

Reach for your star! 

You can accomplish anything you set 
your mind to do. 

If you Work Hard, have Faith, 
Determination, 

And the right Attitude! 

Your destiny is not a matter of chance: 
it is a matter of choice! 

Debutante 
Shantell Pettigrew 

As you strive to meet 
your life goals, 

remember to keep 
God first. 

Your Assistant, 
Henrine Luckett Casey 

Best Wishes 
Your Assistant, 

Carmelita Thomas 

1(jmera, 

(Best Wislies 

el 
Congratu[ations 

qod (B[ess you 
in your endeavors. 

'Your flssistant , 
1(utliie Jfi[[sman 

Markia 
You are the co-creator with God and 
all around you are the gifts you can 
use to shape your world. 

May you attain much happiness and 
success as you reach your goals. 

Your Assistant , 
Vanessa Elam 

/9 
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{f}fEBUTANTE DANAE BRIANA BROWN is the 18-year
old daughter of Gloria Brown. Danae is a senior at Central High 
School. Danae s hobbies include watching the Fighting Illini Basket
ball games and hanging out with her friends and designing clothes. 
Upon graduating from high school, Danae plans to attend Clark 
University in Atlanta, Georgia and major in real estate with fash
ion design as a minor. After graduating from college she plans to 
move to New York to workfor a real estate company or a major fash
ion company. Danae will be presented by her brother, Tyrone, and 
received by her mother, Gloria. Escorting Danae for this evening is 
Demarco Johnson. 
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[j}JEBUTANTE KAREN MICHELLE CARTER is the 
17 -year-old daughter of Michael and Marilyn Carter. Karen is a 
senior at Urbana High School. She is a member of the African Amer
ican Club, the Spanish Club, The Principal s Scholars Program, 
National Honor Society and is listed in Who s Who Among American 
High School Students. Karen is also the captain of the Urbana High 
School Marching Color Guard and a member of the NAACP Youth 
Council. This summer, Karen will partiipate in a summer internship 
program at CERL (the Construction Engineering Research Lab) at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Karen is a member 
of New Birth Missionary Baptist Church where she is the announce
ment clerk and director of the choir. Karen has been accepted to 
Robert Morris College in Springfield, Illinois and she will major in 
computer science. Karen will be presented by her father and her 
mother will receive her. Escorting Karen for Cotillion 2004 is Ear
nest Johnson. 
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QJJEB UTANTE KIMERA NICOLE COB URN is the 17-year
old daughter of Rosso and Kimberly Seward-Burton. She is the big 
sister to Shamie, Destani, Jamarius and Amonti. Kimera is a senior 
at Champaign Central High School where she is Co-President of the 
African American Club and Captain of the Girl s Varsity Basketball 
Team. She sa 3-year varsity letter recipient in basketball. She played 
softball and has been involved in several of other school activities 
and groups including the choir and the Spanish Club. Additionally, 
she has been listed on the Honor Roll, National High School Schol
ars Society, and listed in Who s Who Among American High School 
Students since her freshman year. She is a recipient of a 2004 Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr s Scholarship Award. She was also a member 
of the Del-Teens. Kimera also volunteers with several churches in 
the community, Children s Home and Aide Society (CHASI) and the 
Champaign Park District. Kimera is a member of Church of the 
Living God "Love Corner". Kimera has been· employed at Target 
for the last eighteen months. After graduating fron1 high school she 
is undecided as to which school she would like to attend. She is 
considering Alabama A&M, North Carolina A& T, Northern Illinois 
University in Dekalb, IL and Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois 
She . plans to major in urban planning. Kimera will be presented 

. by here stepfather, Rosso Burton and her mother will receive her. 
Escorting Kim era for Cotillion 2004 is Mitchell Goines. 

!.!7 
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[jJj£BUTANTE TAMARA JEAN GIBONEY is the 18-year
old twin daughter of Robert and Samantha Houston. Tamara is a 
senior at Centennial High school. She is a member of the Ladies 
Club, the Interact Club and the Principal s Scholars Program. 
Tamara also participates in the Round Table and Readers and Lead
ers. Her hobbies include reading, writing, working and shopping. 
Tamara is a member of Apostolic Faith Church, where she is a 
member of the youth group, the praise dance team, and the drama 
team. She attends Sunday school and sings in the choir. Tamara has 
been accepted to Parkland College in Champaign, Illinois where she 
plans to major in recreation and leisure studies. Tamara will be pre
sented by her uncle, Nathan Freeman and her mother will receive 
her. Escorting Tamara for Cotillion 2004 is Morris Parker. 
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{j}JEBUTANTE JESSICA GENEVA HAYES is the 18-year
old daughter of Gregory and Janice Hayes. Jessica is a senior at 
Urbana High School, where she is involved in the Minority Enrich
ment Program (MEP) and the African American Club. She was also 
chosen to participate in the Executive Internship Program, where 
she interned at Provena Covenant Medical Center in Champaign, 
Illinois in the Neo-Natal Intensive Care Unit, Labor and Delivery 
and Pediatrics Department. In addition, Jessica also participated in 
the Principal s Scholars Program. Jessica s hobbies include socializ
ing with friends, cooking and listening to music. Jessica is a member 
of New Light Victory Worship Center in Danville, IL, where she par
ticipates in the Youth Group. Upon graduating from high school she 
plans to attend Bethune-Cookman College in Daytona Beach, Flor-
ida where she plans to major in nursing and minor in hospitality 
management with a concentration on food and beverage. Her career 
goal is to receive a masters degree in nursing. In addition, Jessica 
would like to open her own soul food restaurant. Jessica will be pre
sented by her father and her mother will receive her. Escorting Jes
sica for Cotillion 2004 is Isaac Bobo. 

81 
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{j)f£BUTANTE JENELL COURTNEE HENDRIX is the 
17-year-old daughter of John Hendrix and Tonoa Toye Penn. Jenell 
is a senior at Central High School where she is a member of the 
Girls Varsity Basketball team, the Vice-President of the African
American Club and a member of the Advance Women s Choir. Jenell 
has been a member of the Don Moyer s Boys and Girls Club for the 
last 13 years. She has been awarded Youth of the Year, 2 years in 
a row. Jenell is a member of Bethel AME Church where she sings 
in the youth choir and participates in the Young People s Depart
ment (YPD). Upon graduatingfrom high school she plans to attend 
Hampton University in Virginia where she plans to major in busi
ness and broadcasting. Jenell will be presented by her father and her 
mother will receive her. Escorting Jenell for Cotillion 2004 is her 
brother, Justin Hendrix. 
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Q2fEBTUTANTE TE'ASHA RENEE JONES is the 17-year
old daughter of Tonia and the late Richard Jones. She is the sister 
of Rashinndra and Te 'Aunna Jones. Te 'Asha is a senior at Cham
paign Central High School where she is a member of the Afro-Amer
ican Club, TRIO Talent Search Program and the Centrals Dance 
Team. She also participates in community organizations such as 
Focused African-American with Class, Elegance and Style spon
sored by Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc Epsilon Epsilon Omega 
Chapter and the NAACP Youth Council for Champaign-Urbana. 
Te 'Ash a s hobbies include singing, dancing and acting. She is an 
avid Morris Chestnut fan. Te 'Asha is a member of Jericho Mission-

. ary Baptist Church where she sings in the Youth choir, the Voiced of 
Visions choir and is part of the Praise Dance Team. Upon graduat
ing from high school she wants to attend Columbus State University 
in Columbus, Georgia or Clark Atlanta University in Atlanta, Geor-

. gia where she plans to major in social work and secondary educa
tion with a minor in child development. Her career goal is to open 
a center for at-risk teenage females to help them to graduate from 
high school and gear them toward college. Te 'Asha will be presented 
by her uncle Clyde Jones (her father s brother) and her mother will 
receive her. Escorting Te 'Ash a for Cotillion 2004 is Justin Peacock. 



Q)JEBTUTANTE WHITNEY LASHAWN KEATON is the 
17-year-old daughter of Kimberly Keaton and Shawn Kirby; the 
granddaughter of the late Rev. WB. and Jessie Keaton; and the god
daughter of Charles and Jewel Exum. Whitney is a senior at Cham
paignCentral High school where she is the current co-president 
of the African American Club, a member of the Advanced Women s 
Choir, and the Peppettes (dance squad). Additionally, Whitney is a 
member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha sponsored organization Focused 
AfricanAmerican Women with Class, Elegance and Style (FAACES). 
In 2001, she Was inducted into the National Achievers Society. She 
has performed in the musical "Jesus Christ Superstar" and she 
sings locally in the Champaign-Urbana Gospel Community Choir 
and professionally with the "Cynthia Turner & Heartspeak", who 
has performed on the Bobby Jones Gospel Show. Whitney was a 
former volunteer for the Douglass Center Day Camps Whitney s 
hobbies include talking on the phone, music, singing, collecting 
boots, shopping, doing hair, clothes designing and spending time 
with family. Whitney is a member of Canaan Missionary Baptist 
Church where she is a volunteer in the Children s Church and a 
member of the choir. After graduatingfrom high school, she plans to 
attend the Illinois Institute of Art in Chicago where she will major 
in fashion design. Whitney will be presented by her uncle William B. 
Keaton, Jr. and her mother will receive her. Escorting Whitney for 
Cotillion 2004 is Antwon Campbell. 
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{j)Ji]BUTANTE NIANDRA NICOLE MCFERREN is the 
18-year-old daughter of Ernest and Shirley McFerren. Niandra is 
a senior at Champaign Central High School where throughout her 
school years she has participated in the future teachers club, the 
Spanish club and the peppettes dance team. Her hobbies include 
reading, talking on the phone, listening to music and writing poems. 
Niandra is a member of Canaan Missionary Baptist Church. Nian
dra has been accepted to Florissant Valley Community College in St. 
Louis, Missouri where she plans to major in nursing. Niandra will 
be presented by her father and her mother will receive her. Escorting 
Niandra for Cotillion 2004 is Tyron Griffin. 
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QJJEBUTANTE SHEREE ANETTE PATTERSON is the 
18-year-old daughter of Fred and Yvonne Patterson. Sheree is a 
senior at Urbana High School where she is a member of the busi
ness club, African American club and the Minority Enrichment Pro
gram (MEP). She is also a member of the National Honors Society, 
historian of the Delta Sigma Theta sponsored group Del-Teens and 
is listed in "Who s Who Among American High School Students. 
Sheree s hobbies include writing, reading and shopping. Sheree is 
a member of Greater Holy Temple Church. After graduating she 
plans to attend Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, Illinois 
and plans to major in communications with a minor in journalism. 
Her career goal is to have her own television show and to eventu
ally come out with her own line of greeting cards. Sheree will be 
presented by her father and her mother will receive her. Escorting 
Sheree for Cotillion 2004 is ,her cousin Marcus Reid . 
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QlJEBUTANTE SHANTEL MARIE PETTIGREW is the 
18-year-old daughter of Nancy Pettigrew and Jonathan Turner. 
Shantel is a senior at Urbana High School where she is a member 
of the African American Club and the Minority Enrichment Program 
(MEP) , and aformer member of the Tigerettes Dance Squad. Shantel 
is listed in "Who s Who Among American High School Students". 
Shantel s hobbies include dancing, traveling, designing hair, shop
ping, and socializing with family and friends. Shantel is a member 
of Greater Holy Temple where she is a member of the choir. After 
graduating from high school she plans to attend Western Illinois 
University in Macomb, Illinois where she plans to major in nursing. 
Shantel will be presented by her father and her mother will receive 
her. Escorting Shantel for Cotillion 2004 is Larry Smith. 



~llta/J1te 

~ [j})fYJ1M(j ({}fteumW01V 

WEBUTANTE MARKIA DENISE STEVENSON is the 
18-year-old daughter of Mark and Minnie Stevenson. Markia is a 
senior at Centennial High School where she is a member of Campus 
Life, the African-American Club and the Ladies and Gents Club. 
She is also a member of the Lady Chargers Softball team. Markia 
has been on the National Honor Roll and has received a Martin 
Luther King Jr. Scholarship Award. Markia s Hobbies include play
ing volleyball and softball. Markia is a member of Alpha and Omega 
Church of Jesus Christ where she is a member of the Young Peo
ple s Department and sings in the choir. She is also the Directress 
of the Teen Choir. After graduating from college she plans to attend 
Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee and major in biology and 
pre-med. Her ultimate goal is to become a surgeon. Markia will be 
presented by her father and her mother will receive her. Escorting 
Markia for Cotillion 2004 is Ricky Greer. 
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QlJEBUTANTE TIFFANY MARIE WILLIAMS is the 
17-year-old daughter of Albert and Sheila Williams. Tiffany is a 
senior at Champaign Central High School where she is on the 
National Honor Roll, and member of the National Honor Society, 
the French Honor Society and listed among "Who s Who Among 
High School Students". Tiffany was a member of the Central Track 
and Field team. She is the treasurer of the African American Club 
and participates in GEMS (Girls in Engineering and Mathematics) 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and Talent Search 
Program (TRIO) at Parkland College. She also had a summer 
internship at (CERL) Construction Engineering Research Labora
tory at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Tiffany is 
also an avid musician and plays both the piano for the University 
Laboratory Program and plays the violin in the Champaign Central 
High School Orchestra. Tiffany is a member of Canaan Missionary 
Baptist Church where she attends Sunday school, is a member of 
the Youth Department and a Teacher s Assistant in the Children s 
Church. For several years, she was a Teacher s Assistant for the 
Canaan Academy Summer Enrichment Program. Tiffany has been 
accepted at Ohio State University and will either attend there or the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where she will major in 
mechanical and architectural engineering. Tiffany will be presented 
by her father and her mother will receive her. Escorting Tiffany for 
Cotillion 2004 is Davion Williams. 
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