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The University of Illinois is
taking little affirmative action
to help the American Negro,. a
UI professor of labor and in-
@ustrial relations said Friday.

Speaking to persons attending
the YMCA-YWCA Faculty For-
um, Prof. W. Ellison Chalmers,
local civil rights leader, called
o adopt an “affirma-
3" in the eivil rights
jally in light of
. possible future
“of the American

7 examined five gen-
eral funetions of the University
in relation to the Negro and
concluded that “thus far there,
is little going on’’ which has
positive bearing on the Negro
problem. ;

Faculty Members

| In the area of faculty, Chal-
“mers noted that the UI has*a
larger number of Negro teacl}-
ers than ever before, ‘‘but it
't take many to reach that

'itd'tk’f n

, and
ad’aﬁéi is
|“doing little” to expa s

7

‘number.

| City Manager Warren Brown-
(ing Thursday said he is now
finterviewing candidates for the|and a clerk.
!top position in the

irenewal program.

who, according to current plans,, The
":tlfuﬁm full department head!contnct

Renewal Director Sought

| - City to Grant Department Head Status.

Ccity’s urban| Under the General Neighbor-l
f hood Renewal Program, a por-|
‘ Browning declined to say wbenjuon of their salary will be
be expects to hire a director, by the federal government.

| were, from left, Mrs. Robert
| Bader, workshop chairman,
of the League of Women Vot-

Plight Told at Workshop

Pictures of a Champaign
shack in which a family of seven
lives in three rooms with
a single window were shown at
a workshop on' lew - cost hous-
ing Friday at the Hotel Tilden-
Hall. -

Mrs. Madeline Ross, county
director, and Floyd Bowman,
district representative of the II-
linois Public

i ~£._‘cj.;}%ggnpaign's ur-

The house with three rooms,

—ers; Dave Gensemer, director
of Champaign urban renewal;
Neil Smith, director of Fam-
-ily Services, Champaign Coun-
ty; Mrs. Madeline Ross, speak-
er from the State Department

they said, provided a space
slightly larger than the top of a
desk for each person, and the
monthly rent is $50.

- One Iocal mother sométimes‘

has to stay up all night to keep
rats away from her sleeping
children, Mrs Ross said. :
Fear Eviction :

Bowman pointed out that the
houses described were not
identified because of threatened
eviction by landlords of some of
the tenants if addresses were
published. =

The residents have no place
to which they can move, and
“they at least have a roof ovel

son to assist area residents tq‘
find other housing, a dra[tsman\;

paid |
|
[

city last week received a|
from the federal,

|rates, she said, and not

COURIER

A

of Public Aid; Donald Moyer
chairman of the Champaigt
Human Relations Commission
and Robert Bowles, executive
secretary of the Urban Leagug

of Champaign County. ;

ousing

their heads now,” Mrs. Ross e:
plained. ;

Mrs. Frances Ziegler, exec
tive director of the Joliet Hou
ing Authority, said Joliet he
found public housing to be tl
‘answer fo meeting the need f
low - cost housing among pe
ple who now must live in su
standard housing.

“Public housing
ly be the first
of the picture if
prise could build
ing which could

7

Not many private
can do this at tod'a§ ,
are interested. =

At the morning session of 4
workshop, Prof. Robert Ky
of the University of Illinois' -,
partment of community plé

|ning and landscape architectur

said that low - cost housin
public or privately develope
need not follow the stereoty
of the bleak barracks-type stru
tures which have been built
may communities.
Preserves Dignity

government for the first proj-|

~~Fhrough imaginative desi;
ect area, a 47-acre tract of land|

. Browning also said city of-

e i \anl site planning, he explaine

‘cra currently are seeking an|bounded by the Illinois Central \W¥ - cost housing which pi
office site for urban renewal per-| Railroad on the west, Bradley| yrves the privacy and digni
sonnel “somewhere in tae prof- | ’

Avenue to the north, the cit ;
limits to the east and an area
in the vicinity of the northern

|
hossrnddass Al LR eas RS |

. the individual family can |
nd has been built.
Housing built under the 2

ect area.”

Browning now envisions a
Iwork force of four peonle in.
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A report frbm? '
Bergethon and = Mrs.

the Fair Housing Bureau of the
Champaign Human Relations

commission pointed out a “‘de-| §

[perate need for low cost hous-
+ing in Champaign-Urbana.”
~ A special committee to be
headed by Mrs. David Lazarus
+is being set up to handle the
-rental problem. The bureau has
“about 10 houses listed for sale
‘or rent on an open occupancy
bases at this time. E
Included in the discussion of
the bureau’s operational plans
.for 1965 were ways and means
1o secure more listings of hous-

-es of this sort and ways to|®

.make the bureau’s activities
“better known throughout the
~eommunity.

Two committees are being es-
tablished to accomplish these
goals. The first, headed by Mrs.
Bergethon, will seek continu-
ing contact with local church-

es. The other, with Mrs. Rich-

ard Hildwein as chairman, will

print a monthly flyer to be
circulated in the Negro com-
munity giving a brief summary
of available houses and apart-
ments.

The Fair Housing Bureau is
staffed by volunteers from 7 to
9 p.m. Monday and Wednesday
~and from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
wday. Persons interested in' sell-
ing their homes or renting
apartments on an open occu-
_pancy basis may contact the
‘Fair Housihg Bureau in the off-
ces of the Champaign County

Ulrich|
Kruse at a recent meeting of| ;

Ask Corporation To

Build Rental Units

Two representatives of the
! Champaign County League of

Women Voters expressed the

League’s - interest in seeing a

non-profit corporation formed

for providing low-cost private|
rental units in the Northeast

Neighborhood under the renew-

al program. :

The two, Mrs. Robert Bader,
chairman of the League’s Ur-
ban Renewal Committee, and
Mrs. Donald Burkholder, a
member of the committee, met
Monday morning with David
D. Gensemer, !

The National Housing Act of
1961 makes provision for assist- |

,ance in meeting ‘““the housing
| needs of low and moderate in-|
come and displaced families,”f
Gensemer said. : |

Theq‘d_gpision as to type of
housing — whether a high-rise
apartment building of several
floors: or of~a development. of
single-faqrilyj-houses would
be up_to ‘the ‘non-profit corpora-
tion, Gensemer:said. - :

The local mon-profit corpora-
tion would ‘sponsor the project
and would be responsible for its
management, once it was built,
Gensemer * said. He said
construction would be financed
through lending firms or other
private sources and the loan

_ Northeast Neighborhood in discussing urban renewal.

would be
Federal Housing
Federal Housing Administr.

tion. Gensemer said the spon-

News-Gazette Photo by lan [ngalls
URBAN RENEWAL DISCUSSED. Two members of
the Champaign County League of Women Voters
visited the new offices of the Department of Urban
Renewal of the City of Champaign Monday morning
on the fourth floor of the Lewis Building relating to
a project the League would like to see developed.
David Gensemer, director of urban renewal, points ‘
to a spot on the model of the renewal program for the |

| the contractor.

group.

Next to him is Cheryl Sink,

insured under the
Act by the

a~

soring corporation would hire

Gensemer said two local con-
iracts had expressed interest in
constructing this type of devel-
opment for a local Spbhsoring

] administrative secretary | =

for the department. Representing the League were |

‘Mrs. Robert Bader, chairman of the League's Urban |

Renewal Committee, left, and Mrs. Donald Burkhold-
o

~Urbana League, 29% Main, C.
B e =

er, a member of the committee. ., g I R el 0 c ati()

James Williams to Ai

City Manager Warren Brown-
ing Thursday anncunced the hir-
ing of James L. Williams, 43, of
507 E. Columbia Ave., as re-
location officer for the city’s ur-
ban renewal project.

Williams, a native of Cham-
paign and a 1939 graduate of
Champaign High School, will be’
responsible for planning reloca-
tion of families to be displaced
by the project, as well as ar-
ranging relocations once the
work is underway.

Browning said Williams will
jhead an office in the project
rarea after work is begun, “to
make him more accessible to the
people in the neighborhood.”

For the immediate future,
however, he will join other ur-
ban renewal staff members in

an office in room 400 of the
W. Lewis & Co. building, 113 N.

Neil St. Employes of the city’s,

newest department were s

r Hired

d in Urban Renewa
Williams is a veteran
years with the Air Force,
World War II, and he at
the University of Illinois |
years, doing work in soc
and psychology. He curre
employed as a dispatch cl
the Post Office in Cham
“While he has no actual
ground in wurban ren
browning commented o
liams, “he is well acqu
with the. northeast neighb
of Champaign. "Someone
with his background, wil
a definite advantage in thi
and serve a good purp
urban renewal.

“We're enth
rand feel

‘his new job Jan,

up shop in that Wffice Thur:

“|monthly salary of $550.












Carnes Tells C U
Sfory With Photo

By HAL ALEXANDER

News-Gazette Staff Writer
Prof. William Carnes, chair-
“man of the division of land-
scape architecture of the Uni-
versity of Illinois, did not tell
the Champaign - Urbana Ki-
wanis Club Thursday that the
local area needed improve-

~ ment. 5
He didn’t have to. He brought
color slides from other Amer-
“ican and European cities and
+ compared them with slides tak-

en in Champaign - Urbana.
Long a vocal critic of the ap-
pearance of several cities,
Carnes expressed his concern
over the fact that several of
the most talented, educated
young men of the midwest are
moving to other areas of the
“country. “You might say that

the University produces these
excellent young graduates for
export only,” Carnes said.
Carnes said also that the

industrial growth of the
Midwest was not Kkeeping
pace with other sections of
the country. He said also
that more unemployment
existed in the Midwest than
the national average.

“Problems of this sort are al-
ways on the agenda of the con-
ference of midwestern govern-
ors,” he said.

Carnes said that while the
Midwest had its disadvantages
as a scenic wonder, ‘‘every type
of the good earth has its advan-
tages.” He said that at one
time the Midwest had been a
lush, damp prairie with forest-
ed areas having trees six feet

=

Slides 1

in diameter standing 100 feet
tall. :
Carnes said that while the
development of the Midwest in-
to one of the world’s greatest
agricultural centers was a
“great pioneer achievement,”
other areas had accomplished|
equal achievements without de-
stroying the influences that had
prevailed previously. |
Carnes cited specifically
the colonial mansions and
forests of New England,
the plantation effect of huge
houses surrounded by moss-
draped trees in the South
and the influences left by
the Spanish in areas of the
Southwest.
Carnes then took the club on
a tour of Champaign-Urbana
via color slide projector. Choos-

t sup- PYOsEntoorental’c allowanee ’ for
vey i‘:ﬂi families receiving  aid’ rouzh
a con ffort to e ADC program. =0

Bl Public housing has a place
seems possible. | for those who cannot afford te
“While the total" cost 16 the rent or buy this type of housing,
city will be high, the inoreasat he said. He added that urban

ing the three major means of
transportation — air, rail and

tax base of a good renewal
project will make it a sound in-
vestment in the city’s future.”
 Concerning  another major
problem he cited, housing,
Spies said that although many
aspects of the substandard
housing situation *fit into the
urban renewal program, there
is much more that can be
done.”

He said the housing problem

renewal can provide some sites
suitable for low-cost housing for
which special financing is avail-
able.

“I also advocate a study of the
present building code with re-
spect to the new materials and
construction techniques devel-
opeded in the building industry,”
he said.

Business Areas 2
The other major problem cited.

in Champaign can be attacked, was busin_ess areas and Sp.ies
from three directions — private said the increase in shopping

enterprise, public housing and
urban renewal. He said private
enterprice should be allowed fo
do the job whenever possible.

Low-cost privately- developed

housing can be encouraged, he !

continued, by permitting con-
struction of low-cost housin

centers and the aging of build-
ings in  downtown Cham-
paign ‘“‘has created a need for
a program for revitalizing our
{business center.” :
He -said he felt that such a
program should be initiated by
the businessmen and that the

highway — he showed the club
three of the entries to Cham-
paign-Urbana.

Showing the point where high-

way 10 becomes Springfield
Avenue in west Champaign,
Carnes  commented, “All the

new arrival has to do on this
part of the road is to watch
other cars, beware of pedes-
ltrians, dogs and cats, read
speed-warning signs, watch for
traffic signals—and at the same
time read all of these advertis-
ing signs and develop a tremen-
dous urge to buy something.”

Carnes showed areas in other
cities, contrasting their beauty
to the Champaign-Urbana
scenes. Few local areas had es-
caped his camera.

Showing parking areas at
local shopping centers,
Carnes said that “they
couid have filmed ‘The As-
phalt Jungle’ in some of
them.” He showed slides of
other parking areas that
boasted easily drivable
lanes, a profusion of trees

|

By GEORGE COMINOS
News-Gazette Staff Writer

Repeal of the utility tax and
enactment of a more equitable
tax in its place was urged
Tuesday night by Henry R.
Spies, a candidate for the
Champaign City Council. |

The utility tax, Spies said,|
was costing the city in that it
was keeping new industry from
locating here.

Spies discussed the utility tax
with a reporter as he listed
four of the major problems he
said will be facing the City
Council in the next four years.

“The four are urban renewal,
housing, business areas, and
finances and taxes. In discuss-
ing finances and taxes, he said
in a statement that increased
services now provided to Cham-
paign residents at lower tax
rates than five years ago ‘‘re-
flect the increase in efficiency
which we expected from the
city manager form of govern-
mentSSEE e

‘A continued demand for more
services ‘means income must
be increased through increased

s or a larger tax

ty to the city an
new industries
promising soly

locating in Champaign since the
utility tax was enacted and said
HumKo has petitioned for re-
ymoval from the city. It was here
the called for replacement of the
utility tax with a more equita-
(ble tax and said the possibili-
|ties of doing this rest princi-
’pal]y with the State Legisla-
{ture. :

| An increase in present tax
|rates, he continued, “would on-|

under a special building code <VUnCil should support the ef-
with provisions similar to those f?ﬂ i principle. and coopet_'ate
in the Federal Housing Admin- . 1€ greatest extent possible

ly make Champaign less at-

nd shrubs and easy walk- >
s y itractive for annexation and for

ing access fo stores. |

Carnes also showed downtown

lnew business and industry.””

istration’s “Minimum Proper within the public ingerest.” businesses, traffic problems, 'An editor (with rank of as-|
Standards for Low Cost Houz ]':"‘\‘The CArI. business area,"” s::lhoolss, eplaygr?)undsgarl’g%epart- istant professor) of the Small
ing.” le continued, “*has many of the ot and housing developments, | Homes  Council of the Univer-
§ _ sarn;;: pra?lems, and is also de-  oitino the shortcomings of each |S‘t3_' of Illinois, Spies said that
 per- Serving:o -:W_lfation, : ?grgc, and suggesting possible reme- :whxle his interests extend to all

&8 fhterior Ularly in the mg'p::g_:,lnng. dias 3 -aspects of city government, he

id Gensemer, director of
renewal for Champaign|
peak to the regular meet-
of the Northeast Cham-
Homeowners’ Assn. at 8

. Thursday at St. Luke’s

whic
ilit

COSt," he b 5
i : that
builders in oth g,
itates are am:
ousing for s'l&cos

eing with pay.
8 mortage insyr-

_ Carnes concluded his talk by
saying that it was most difficult
.to fix responsibility in cases as
the ones he had shown. “The
problem calls for cooperation
involved,” he

feels his work is directly con-
cerned with housing and that he
feels he can make a useful con-
tribution in the areas of urban
renewal and housing. |

Speaking on urban renewal, |
he said that “unless all aspeets |
.are actively pursued, including{
gg.oéﬁye clearance, relocation, |
\ rehousing, and the related prob-,
'lems of é;(lu tion, e
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“Several Tools -f*‘Prowde

By NANCY ALLISON
s-Gazette Staff Writer

at tools are available fo
ympaign County residents for
recreational land acquisition?”

Law is fuzzy on public use of
waters, which are not navigable,
by persons other than those
owning the land.

There are several tools, how-
ever, for acquiring and protect-
ing lands which are used fre-
quently. Among these are con-
demnation, easements, purchase
and leasebacks, use of state
and federal funds, and dona-
tions.

The newly formed Champaign
County Development Council
may play an important part in
land acquisition through the Ur-
ban Renewal Administration’s
Open-Space Land Program.

The legislation, initiated by
Congress in 1961, authorizes a
basic grant to state and local
governments of 30 per cent for
underdeveloped land in urban
areas. The land must be used
for parks, recreation, conserva-
tion, scenic or historic purposes.

The amount of 30 per cent is
granted specifically when there
are intergovernmental agree-
ments for regionwide, coordinat-
ed planning and acquisition.

Grants for comprehensive
county planning are avail-
able from the Urban Renew-
al Administration for up to

75 per cent of the cost of

planning.

The long term coordinated
plan must be submitted to a
“hoard of review” which, it has
been stated, could be the Cham-
paign County Development
Council. Then any agency tak-
ing part in the coordinated plan,
could use the money for land ac-
quisition. The funds needn’t be
used by all agencies involved,
according to a Council member.

Another act, through which
funds could be obtained through
the state, is the Land and Water
Conservation Fund Act.

Grants are available to states
on a 50-50 matching basis and
can be transferred by the states
to local governments for proj-
ects in accord with an over-all
state plan.

Ilinois is currently developing
such a plan through the State
Board of Economic Develop-
ment

ec Land Acquisition

i b
county officials could press or
action in this area and in work-|
ing with the state to see that
county projects are incorporated
in state plans.

Other federal aids range
from grants for youth work-
training programs, which
the Champaign Park Dis-
irict is currently consider-
ing, to the grants for sewage
treatment works construc-
tion, ;

Courts have increasingly held
that local governments can asq-
uire land simply to preserve
open space it states in the
County Action for Outdoor Re-
creation publication.

Courts also have held that
counties may acquire lands
needed to meet future recrea-
tion needs as well as imminent
needs.

Although the power of con-
demnation is seldom used for
space and park acquisition, it
is often used as a means of
encouraging negotiation.

Louis Wetmore, head of the
University of Illinois Depart-
ment of Urban Planning and '
Landscape, recommends use of
scenic easements. The land-.
owner agrees to keep the land
in a natural state while it also
remains privately owned and om |
the local tax rolls. This too
can be used by the forest pre-
serve, school boards, park
boards and sanitary district.
Cost is about 10 per cent of the
land value. Used extensively
in Wisconsin’s state program
of open space, the easements
preserve beauty for - tourism
and control billboards along
highways.

Another tool is a public
access easement  which
compensates landowners
tor allowing the public to
cross or use the land for

‘

recreation. In New York
a program using these
easements  has opened
many miles of streams for
fishing.

Another tool for acquiring|
land is to purchase it and!

lease it back to the owner un-
til needed. This enables the
county to acquire sites in ad-
vance of need while the land
is available and reasonably
priced.

—

It has been suggested thats

"port ” he said. “They must rec-

The main ‘question involving
Urban Renewal locally, accord-
ing to Prof. James Coke, is
whether the project will “pro-
vide the stimulus needed to
brmg open occupancy to Cham-
paign.”’

Coke was one of several per-
sons who discussed “Urban Re-
newal and Fair Housing’” at the
Champaign Human Relations
Commission meeting Thursday.
His ideas on the local project
drew enthusiastic applause from
an audience of about 60 persons.

“Urban Renewal,” Coke com-
mented, ‘“has become a sophis-
ticated tool and a permanent
part of the American city’s ar-
senal to deal with blight. It is
will continue to be an im-
t way for communities to
deal with blighted areas—and
with human blight.”

Coke, who represented the
- Council on Community Integra-
loaves of bread and two fishes.  tlon, asserted that when an Ur-
. “We can’t work that fast enewal project deals pre-
today,” he added. “You must dominantly with a Negro neigh-
‘remember, there aren’t many borhood — and a low income

nually coul
“when he can’t
'he already has.” Th
Mr. Bishop told the
story of how Christ fed t
ands of people from only

Christs around now.” area — “it becomes a commun-
. John Severns, chairman of the lltY program.

' Citizens’ Advisory Committee, ‘Alfernahves for upants
 replied to the Rev. Mr. Bishop. “It . (UR) ch e rules

“Fach group must recogmza
‘what they can and cannot sup-

anges
of  the game ” he expiamed

ognize their limits and

to cooperate where er possib
: Urban

“If the rules of the galﬁ

= chmged in a m
! manyiwent on,
Chnsts today, but I'm afraid
sometimes we have too m»

ing were Mrs. Robert Bader, ¢ f Nelson Young of the Interfalth

the League of Women Voters; Council on Fair Housing, who
Gec ign - Ur sugg&sted those who had signed
bithe council’s covenants might
Ch ‘hserve as a nucleus to lead to

ams greater public ~acceptance of
_.1_ai_x'_housmg The need for a
~ variety of types of housing was
pointed out by Robert O. Bowles -
of the Urban League of Cham-
palgnCOunty

“While about 40 per cent of

the Negroes locally are in the
public housing bracket,” Bowles
said, ‘“there are others in the
$15,000 to $20,000 bracket — and
there is a need for housing for
these people, too.”
Enforcement Urged :

He also urged strict enforce-
ment of the housmg code nec-
essary for a UR project, and
called for maximum involve-
ment in the program on the
part of persons hvmg in the
project area. :

The Rev. A. W. Bishop, of
th Northeast Champaign Home-
Corpt, denounced the
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tire plan is executed in five to pay off its share afﬂ

B A ' ® vy ’ n ves tm en t ye::s;o};eCiE:g;ﬁaién itself, Gen- Of'r:l: (}lj’fx!?:n ren ..

semer  said; the city receives|ect 1 area

e ' . ‘
3 ' v ' $3,712 per year now as its share |$300,000 while i
: e U n s n of the property tax collection ernment through the E
in Project 1 area. and Home Finance Agen

: g ' | Multiplying this by fi have  paid SANIREE Y

By COMINOS  jmoney has been invested, which been increased over 500 per|boost, itp ‘g)ln$g18,560 ir}: fz)‘l/ﬁ‘ ‘;7:2:‘2 08 it

 News-Gazette Staff Writer |he pointed out will raise tax|cent, b j
’ nt, based on other projects of when the Project 1 h New housing for th
For every federal dollar in-|revenues from the renewal area. this type that have ben carried |been completedj, he sai?ll.‘ela—lle easi be put up bs% pl'ivatz aé‘

]

rested in the Urban Renewal| The plan calls for the federal out.”

: : I e - timated that in 15 years from|ers to whom land will
Rl oo e e e e e e
Rl L odies . ; : e

e invested from local lending mer added. o after g o i - S i i b
NECES s: };;bnavxd Gensemer, | Gensemer said it can be ex-! oTE bbbt B :
lirector o an 3 = 25 o DO IRNTS, e F ATy —Serveys Wil b

Cotiatings: i aidren;v:;elrience pected that $4% mﬂI.lon in pri-*program’ ceases to be a ‘pro. Made by Williams. G ns‘ i

bith: & il pijedis b other vate money will be invested ingram’ and becomes a brick, on> said the block meetings will (€W 1O {

o the project area during thatmortar fact, I would expec held so people living in the ar has been suggested is by 1

of the United States|time. Thi i i :

showed thi : ; . s money will go intopeduction in- crime in the iec- will understand the forms thii i
;. ( s ratio of private Sew houses (one or two-family hewed area, an attitude of neigh- will be asked to fill out. s thiit put up by a non-profi
— _mweszlhngs) and apartment build- horhood pride among the resi- _Gensemer said the inform|;

g : : £ dents, and a revenue-producing tion f_rom these surveys wi o D :
- This will boost the valuation rather than a tax consuming Vide information for the e Hou I Pt e
g gl:r prt-oaect e L S i, :u:inth' as “to who lives wheinance Agency will requil
bid ot Byas for the ¢ty william G. Skelton: “An Ur- e i B RN Lenent Departin
s ’ ! j em ' :
ointed out. Assessed valuation ‘gi:eRiz?;l;l Ii);?gzitasnl:;oull'&ri;or; 7 Bl Who must e e

f i ] :
a:h gsglszglgftbl S sa:g: ‘benefits. People should be able
5 "" to get better housing, they poseq 1and
should no longer need live ¥ renewal ar‘ _
squalor and filth. It is the dream} | — . St
of Urban renewal that it should{ Charles ¥. Keeling: “If Ur-
iproduce very tangible dollar-{ban Renewal will work as it isj
and-cents benefits to a commun- lintended (in some instances it}
Tlity by a substantial increase in{has, although, in many many
tax revenues to the city.” |7 jcases it has not) there can cer-

poration to insure low-rent

1cause they liye in home:
should be torn down c:

£

Names of those wh
ticipate in a
“pair Housing and Urban Re- ash
pewal” at the Human Relations T
Commission meeting at 7:30to all
pm. Thursday in the City thi

11 of. the candidates f
mpaign City Council
wered a questionnaire
mpaign County Leag)
en Voters endorsed
’s Urban Renewal pr
er directly or by p«
benefits to the city
ould resulf. Some, ho
® o e city?s takreventes. | pressed reservations

: le aspects of the pro
ve questions were asl
% candidates by the L
1 its effort to obtain inf
on that will give the pu
etter understanding of
1e f:andidates stand on
in issues. /
Answers to the first qu
ere carried in Tuesday’

Main speakers will be Mrs.
Robert Bader of the League of
Women Voters; dJames e,
Council on Community Integra-
tion; J. N;son You

nore pleasant patterns of
‘elopment. But there are

‘mportant if’s in regard to
yrogram. Will the people iR

‘ord the better housing offer
. “Will the relocation and pProm| -
sess of confiscation of the

me say that I am not
favor of Urban Renewal as

: now being conducted. The
¢ benefits are of course
elimination of health and

hazard and slum areas
the city. The precedmgm i relntiudo whi b

. swered and concern me great-{i5§ ;a:;ta:élty g‘Zg rg;‘:;}:lﬂetob&: indida’ces favored the

ly.” veal cause for the need for Ur-[Manager form of g
Frank E. Schooley: “Better|ls B nt. Question 2 relates “3

living conditions for hundreds || an Renewal progra

PP Rl : second in a series of
Vit e For 3 cles on the answers c
w\ g | i dates for the Cham
“I pelieve that we could do a
who do not'now have the oppor- | mych more if we could stimT

UR F“ 2 i Oity Council have gl en
Junity; recognition of human dig-}i ylate the public and the indi-

to questions posed by the
‘Explained
= nity; improved tax base for gov:{lvidual to improve his own con-| & -
R xp (“ne . .+ ernment, : and one step in which{iqitj th ; Horgll;gt g;vﬁisbc?l C

sation for their land be fam :-;_'
Will private contractors be in-f
rested in building on the

Editor’'s Note, This

eond

AR ey 1 A OT R

C'haiinpa.lgn County League
Champaign moves forward in

of Women Voters.
ng up the general condi- 45,
of the city.” i

By GEORGE COMINOS
News-Gazette Staff Writer

An explanation as to how to! — : :
advise families living in the ur- mc‘)g?img' o:eetizri;::c -+ T;::f problems that come.

j ) : ecuti pae

ban renewal Project Area 1 No the appearance of the ution of the renewal pr

about the surveys to be madel

was given at a Wednesday ses-‘
sion of Housing and Home Fi-‘
nancemAgeln i e I ation. Further, it will b
city officials. i 5 ther, )

At a general meeting in the bstandard m(c;rea_se lln b
morning, said David Gensemer, ncome and employn

director of urban renewal, Irv- o
ing Horwitz, community organi- WS
zation’ specialist of the Housing _:Maurice H. Klebolt: “It is
and Ho,me_.tﬁ;inance regional of-
fice in Chicago, spoke on the , " Vi
means of infopming residents gorrect an evil which

of the projeét area about the fed for many years.

Ily, it will upgrade, ; : an rene
Hopefully, it will upgrade, rector David Gensemer sa

ousing standards for a sig~ relocation officer Jame:
liams was the pa.rticulzir‘
ent of much of Horwitz
Vice.

In addition, Gensemer 1
ed Williams was invit
spend a day in the Chica
gional office to get an i
what men in his position

es of suﬁieys"‘:‘“ to be made g s
A &y ge) only that reflects our own %

them. . . §° g 2
. He suggested brochures
‘handout literature regavding the
s S A

and the r;séns yﬁor: aking.
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white neighborhoods and help
them in moving in. He said the|
group was giving attention fo
the possibilities of housing
through a non-profit corporation. '

“We stand ready to help in
any way in relocating of Negro |
families in the community,”
Nelson said.

‘Robert Bowles said, ‘Urban
renewal cannot just be concern- |

ed with new buildings. Urban
renewal has a way of uncover-
ing many social problems that
“have been dormant for many
years.”

‘He said there are .Negro
families which can afford hous-
es costing $15,000—520,000. Ur-
ban renewal, Bowles continued,
“4s a problem for all the com-
munity. It has to be accepted
and supported by all factions,
real estate interests, banking in-
terests and public aid.”

Bowles urged maximum in-
volvement of people in the area
: . “otherwise, we're doing
something for people not con-
cerned and not interested.”

As far as social problems are
concerned, Bowles said the
Economic Opportunity Act
“should give an opportunity to
work on these problems.” He
said he would like to see a com-
mittee appointed to investigate
what can be done about these
problems.”

Make Wishes Known

He added: “We're ftrying to
create machinery whereby peo-
ple can make their wishes
known. There still remains a
considerable amount of fear and !
concern on the part of the peo-|
ple. They must be convinced
they are in on the decision mak-
ing.”

‘Rev. Jarmor Reeder Jr., a
member of the Human Rela-
tions Commission, asked how
he was reaching the business,
re d banking

R

added he knew th
Commerce was against urban
renewal. ‘“Until the business
community accepts urban re-
newal it will be difficult to put
some of the things into prac-
tice.”

He said the question of credit
for people who may want to
build may be difficult. He said
in Baltimore banks had put
money in a special fund for this
purpose and said loans from
this sou were paid back bet-
ter than regular loans. =

John Severns, chairman of
the Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee on Urban Renewal, serving
with David Gensemer, director
of Urban renewal as resources
panel, said it was necessary for
the people of the business com-
munity ‘‘to see the long-term
benefits of the urban renewal
program.”’

Both Severns and Gensemer
disputed Rev. Reeder’s criticism
of news media, both saying

* “there has been good cover-

age.” Rev. Recder replied he
was not eriticizing the news cov-'
erage but the lack of editorial

ennant . far tha nraoram- from

In Agreement
George Pope,
paign - Urbana
Assn., said his
agreement with

of the Che
Improvem
group was
the urban

| newal program as a means 3 '

improving living conditions a
removing blight.

He said the group had tw @“
concerns: That the cost of new

louses to be built in the urban

living in the area, and a cli- -
mate be established so people

renewal area be kept within" v B “0,“
the financial ability of people Ooﬁ%& F-

would be allowed to buy homes ==

outside the urban renewal area.

“‘Negro families have to pay|
such high rents they have to
double up, making for family
breakdowns and crime,” Pope
said. . His group favors- fair
housing, he said, and urges in-
tegration of present public hous-
irsg units and the appointment
of a Negro to the Champaign
County Housing Authority.

Rev. Bishop, the last speaker,
said he didn't see how a person
making $2,500 a year could buy
a new house “if he can’t main-
{ain his present house.” He
said residents of Northeast
Champaign now have the best
houses they can buy for the
money they were making.

“We have forgotten the Gold-
en Rule,” he said, adding “there
are plenty of houses on the
west, east and south sides.”
But, he said, ‘“everytime a Ne-
gro wants to buy a house in these
areas a real estate man runs
out and buys it himself.”

‘Help Ourselves’

““We organized as homeown-
ers to help ourselves,” Rev.
Bishop said. “We don’t want
anybody in urban renewal do-
ing for us what we can do for,
ourselves.” i

He said the homeowners group
had a lefter signed by Mayor
Emmerson . Dexte AL‘%_JN&“-
Y '{- ',’T' Sy s "_(.:"'and

e

*Cay  advising

W “{}“»\_,_1 B 2 . e #: &‘.s-‘x-b/ﬂff G 4
%a’:_ ~houses in  good Tepair
‘unld not. be- torn down . and
said he "‘hoped they weuld hon-
or that letter.”

Sevelg'ns ended the discussion
by saying “urban renewal will
}he com-

benefit ':eﬂferyon& in
munity.,

“In the
busi

excess of their value

"

—

| QﬂakersAék
Open' Public
! Housing Here

| The need for low-cost housin
in Champaign - Urbana — on ag
‘ncn - segregated basis — was
‘stressed by the Urbana-Cham-
paign Friends Meeting Monday.
* A letter to the Champaig
County Public Housing ‘Al?tallm‘gx33
ity, signed by Gene Gilmore.
clerk of the Iocal Quaker group’
Monday emphasized this need. ;
Copies of the letter wer
‘to David Gensemer, direc%of'égitf
'the Urban Renewal program: A.
’Dean Swartzel, regional direc-
tog pf Urban Renewal, Chicago;
,W}Iham E. Bergeron, regional
;dmecj;qr of the Public Housing
'Administration, Chicago, and
rl;‘(égett IW}Ifaver, director of the
eral Housing Age h-
ington, D.C. < geney, Was{h
The letter reads as follows:

j “One of the greatest needs of
|our ’comx_'nunity is low-cost hous-
[§ng. > This has been the conclus-
‘lon of many local meetings and
‘workshops. Those who wish to
state the problem in human
terms point out that sickness,
poor performance in school, and
broken families, can be the re-
sults of years of over-crowded
hvm.g conditions. We need to be
reminded that small, cold,
damp, inadequate rooms are
often paid for at a price far in

on the

open market.

L
{'not buy or rent on the open

Housing Scarce
“But many of our citizens can-

market. They must pay the
asking price because any hous-
ing for Negroes is scarce. The
primary reason for this situation
is racial discrimination. Despite
considerable progress in Cham-
paign and Urbana, many of our
(citizens still face discrimination
{in jobs, salaries, working con-
‘[ditions, education, and housing.
{As long as this discrimination
‘continues, our citizens will suf-
fer from its effects. Therefore,
it is important that community
‘action should combat discrimi-
‘nation and not just some of its
|effects. This is particularly true
i'in the field of housing.

| “More low-cost housing is
lurgently needed. Public housing
'seems to be the best answer
to this need, and public housing
is being considered :as. part of
the urban renewal program in
Champaign. But it is very im-
portant that in providing low-
cost housing we do not include
further discrimination as part
of the package. This would be
the result if new public housing
were to be built north of Uni-
versity Avenue in the area now
occupied largely by Negro fam- .
ilies. Housing built in that area
is almost certain to be segre-
gated, as the  existing public
housing is. * ‘ :

“To build new housing which
will be segregated is fo continue
school segregation and all the
other problems: resulting from
unfair treatment. Our country
and our commumity are begin-
ning to make progress in the
area of civil rights. To build
more public housing in the north
end might create the impression
that we had helped solve a prob-
lem. : :

Costly Mistake

“Jt seems more likely that
anything which contributes to
segregation in our community,
especially an action of a gov-
‘ernment body such as the Cham-
‘paign County Public Housing
‘Authority, would be a very cost-
ly mistake. It would place an
lofficial body on the side of per-
petuating segregation . rather
than ending it. It would add one
more area of segregated pub-
lic housing. The fact that all
public housing units in our coun-
ty are now segregated presents
enough of a problem for us all
to solve. Further segregation
'must not be considered. s
. “We deplore the attitude that
lintegrated public housing is=not
'possible in our community. We
strongly urge that you adopt at
once a policy of assigning ap-
'plicants to public housing where
‘ever there is a vacancy. This
‘would gradually bring about an
integrated situation in all pub-
lic housing as required by law.
“We further urge that all new

public housing be built at a dis-
from the areas now oc-

cupied. largely by Negro fam-

|20 s

0 | oS : 7




By GEORGE COMINOS
News-Gazette Staff Writer
T In inferviewing Friday after-
n inoon Mr. and Mrs. John Han-

James Williams and Martin
‘Harris, answering questicns for
which answers are needed in

E‘g; carrying forth Champaign’s Ur-
3, Lo ban Renewal plans.

As this was the first interview
, {o be conducted, other city of-
kReeq ficials joined Williams, who is
BIET relocation officer of the Depart-
singer ment of Urban Renewal, and
‘Harris, Champaign housing in-
spector.

With them at the house of
sMr, and Mrs. Hannett were
Mayor Emmerson V. Dexter,
City Manager Warren Browning,
sdmon and David D. Gensemer, direc-

fetor of Urban renewal.

g Williams and Harris will con-
2tinue the task of makmg addl-

0

o]
na
nas
s
n

1429 13 Totdl s A5 s
1~ edmon 2584 981 24 57

an $d AT 16—39
:ordov»(“) Argenta (61)

UR SURVEY STARTS. Mr. and Mrs.
John Hannett, 407 E. Beardsley, discuss
the family form required to be filled by
residents in the Urban Renewal Project
1 area in Champaign with David Gense-
mer, director of Urban Renewal, Mayor

News (Gazeir'e Photo by Robert Arbuckle
Emmerson V.
Warren Browning, left to right.
Mrs. Hannett were the first to be inter-
viewed and additional interviews of resi-
dents for filling out the forms will con-

tinue on Monday. ;—?1) 2? B

Sfdl‘f Questioning Fami Ii_,;j*

tional surveys on Monday, meet-
ing with others in the Cham-
paign’s Urban Renewal Project
Area 1.

Two types of forms were filled
out during the interviews with
Mr. and Mrs. Hannett, and these
will also be the basis for inter-
views with others. One form was
concerned with obtaining infor-
mation about the residents them-
selves.

The other form related to the
structural survey of house.
Form Important

Gensemer has pointed out the
family form is the most im-
portant part of the whole plan-
ning program, having pointed

out that through these forms the

family ‘‘speaks and is heard.”
It is through the forms that

the desires of a family are imade |Z

known to city officials. Informa-

Dexter and City Manager
Mr. and

tion obtained for the fo
be confidential — for
only of the Departme
ban Renewal.

sons in the family, ¥
close relatives and anyone
living in the house — atﬁ*what
the relocation and hou
quirements are.

The condition of their
ent dwellings will be sét forth
as will monthly living expenses
and any major debts. They are
{o tell their desire's as to where
they might want to build or
rent if it is determiined that
their present housing is such
as to be required to be razed.

The forms provide space for
commenting regarding housing
and relocation needs, and oth-

“(Please turn to page 28 col. 1)
il




nett, Champaign Housing Inspector Mar-

ANSWER QUESTIONS FOR SURVEY.
family and structural  tin Harris, Hannett, and James L. il-
liams, relocation officer of the Cham-
Urban Renewal.

forms require
kitchen of the home of My. paign Department of

re Mrs. Han-

Discussing the
E red for the Urban Renewal

survey in the
and Mrs. John Hannett, we

Start Survey

comments @ tam'ﬁy might

Jeast - comparable

estimated

~ix:re 197 structures in the
-1 area, and as there are du-

plexes and apartment houses

. in the area, {he number of fam-

jlies was esﬁmated at229:

Take TWoO Months ;
Pei The surveys are expec’t/ed to
find take about TWO months. i
handy Hannett, an interior- decora-
tor, sitting in the living room

“Fou  of the well
said he and

lish-F. Beardsley,
Jpana o wife have lived in the house
since. 1930. ;
Hannett, in answer fo @ ques-
¥on, said “fo a certain extent
1 am in favor of the Urban Re-
newal project and to 2 certain| i > i
extent, no.” ; 4 : News-Gazetie photos DY Robert ATbu
] grant you,” he continued, (;HECK OUTSlDE. Housing Inspector Martin' Harns
and John Hannett look over the guttering of the Han-
“as structural sur-

nett house at 407 F. Beardsley, s
in connection with Urban Renewal pr

efhat there S
| vey 1s made 11

thing done for the 1

who have @

1ry to keep it up,

for l&_ﬂgﬁ:&& e
L2
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‘Good For Community' .

: | e EIGHT
By GEORGE COMINOS sic humps it seems to n{e there’s]! e B
News-Gazette Staff Writer no reason why it won’t move '3"21
John Severns, who will step|along in good shape.” 0
down after serving as chairman| Severns said it was his feeling ¥

Is Public Housing On
IR 1 BB | \W ell-Designed Plan

newal for 2% years, said of the |[He added that important steps!

urban renewal program: ‘“The had been taken recently in the im is to get

most important thing in my program with the hiring of Da- By JOHN PIERSON ‘Camhli)t‘,lseti.!‘eT:tid:;‘ts interested
SR : : : : 4 | ec

mind is that this potentially can|vid Gensemer as urban renewal ' WASHINGTON (UPD—Is pub-|3r¢ lte housing before they g0

be a ve ood thing for the|director, iri = = \inu - e
Ty g g th ctor, the hiring of a reloca: ng well designed? outp to start earning a living.

whole community.” tion officer (James Williams) lic housi plic >
““The most interesting thing to |and getting out and talking to | Officials from the P‘t oA PHA has also increased its
me—not being an old time resi-|people in the neighborhood. Housing Administration s architect commission fees,

although these are still be-
low what an architect can

get priva.tely.

ity—i i o ices were

i 5 5 Sty it i surves Provm Soslonal a1
Many people see the Northeast| SCVerns observed that the "'.];aSkeSnt 131 Washington.

Neighborhood as an area on the planning survey will determine m s 1~ 2 wer: between 15 and

other side of the Illinois Central |Vhat happens to individual prop- ~ 'f. ‘Their aME" % ie nousing|  gyany, PHA has set up a sta-

tracks. ertles and pointed out that the §20 et \cegt ? ned, although thely. o 50 architects all .a‘round

“It is near the University of g is el deaiE have| qo country who are willing to

or three years p .
Tlinois and it is near downtown. ofinite improvement.| . .vo a5 consultants on public
It’s a very strategic location in

and fraternal groups assisted in gseen a d : s > et L o
& . 1 = 85 per cent, housing projects. 2 .
the community.” developing of block committees. " The 1esrt, ‘fgf\fgcﬁonal or both, oo D e plans after they've
Severns added that the spend- o)

Severns added: ugly to look at and 10\peen drawn up by the project
ing of money by private people| ‘People didn’t understand u.nple‘asant . architect. : : -
to rebuild the area would create (What urban renewal was all live 1n- + who was present| (yhfortunately, many of the
jobs and stimulate business. He|2bout. They were concerned at the meeting P

An architec ut the percent-| o 4ion’s best architects are us-
added that assessed valuations|2Pout how it would affect them

Neighborhood, Committee made
up of representatives of civic ﬁpast two

Jic housing 2l a1y too busy to act as consult-

age of good P 9 per cent” andigneg e

of properties in the area will be-|individually and collectively.
cm}x)le %(iegher. Over a time we were able to - Y mggevigg‘t‘ after filling sta-
Less Time get across to them that urban s}lgges bli housing is the worst,
The resignation of Severns|Fenewal is a good thing.” hons'r%pmeAmeﬂca. '
from the post was accepted by| “Once you get people in- eyess ; n were
City Manager Warren Browning [formed things take ecare of The officials thzuc i
“with regret.” Severns, an ar-|themselves,” Severns continued. asked why most !’“ 4. Here
_chitect, said his reason for re-|‘‘We’re helping them in helping ing is poorly “es‘g‘i‘; =
signing was that he has had|themselves.” are some of their 1Geas: :
‘less and less time available for| His job as chairman Severns Good. attractive housing
committee work because of his|called ‘‘challenging and frustrat- —Goo ,e The public has not
' Coffice. ing, but satisfying.” oS Ko accept the idea that
He said the chairman should| «Qnce you realize that most zﬁarit y should provide any né(())l;i%
have at least 15 hours available of the questions, concerns and th barest essentlalS- |
during the week though he might |criticisms were sincere, then| T ivhich holds the purse-|
not always need to give thatthere’s no real problem,” Sev- Bress. ~ imply reflects public
“ many hours to the job. erns said. : ‘ istrings, 2 > |

Basically, the idea behind the A e
committee, Severns said, was ans:ve}:'srei;];:n()ftggopclzixifrﬂ?tzg
- two-fold, about urban renewal, Sevemsi
i

First, he said, it is a require-|__. 75
" ment for the ¢ity to be eligible f;l]zhhgeg:. t;];;:rs}izid?:erf, 5
~for an Urban Renewal program g-
to have citizen participation.

“This is a way of getting in-
terested citizens involved and a
“means of assisting city offices—
 the Urban Renewal Depart-
ment and the Plan Commission,
and other city departments —
- with work they can’t possibly
accomplish with the staffs avail-
able.”

The second aspect, he said,
was that it is ‘“a way of provid-
‘ing through the committee spe-
cialized talents in the program
and for disseminating informa-
tion to the eommunity as to what
the program is about and how
it relates to their areas of inter-
ests.” -

. Learning Of Program |
He said that basically it was
ier for someone to learn
about the program from some-‘
“one he knows than by reading
~about it or hearing about it in
“the news media or learning
“apout it from a city official.
. Betause of the committee,
- Severns continier. people “feel
B alo)f“ﬁeeg&}tzaskﬁﬂg s and
»feel freer to-criticize. Tsf‘ﬁr‘:'i”vya?

e e

1
|

““This doesn’t mean everybody |
agrees — that’s not the nature
of democracy. My own impres-
sion is that most people are i
favor of it and the peo
in favor of it have an t
standing.” :










Alliance for Progress Ai_d Seeks to Reduce Slums Like These in Rio de Janeiro.

Alliance for Progress Projects
Touching Lives of 100 Million

By BEN F. MEYER
Of the Associated Press
Washington

“THE ALLIANCE is taking
hold,” President Johnson said
in his State of the Union mes-
sage. “The war on poverty in
Latin America is under way.”

Actually, the Alliance for
Progress is a much bigger war
than a war on poverty. In its
simplest terms, the Alliance for
Progress is an effort to guide,
along non-violent lines, an eco-
nomie, social and political rev-
olution in Latin America.

President John F, Kennedy,
who launched it, described the
plan as a “vast, cooperative ef-
fort, unparalleled in magnitude
and nobility of purpose to sat-
isfy the basic needs” of the
peoples of Latin America for
“homes, work and land, health
and schools.” »

The Alliance is the biggest
thing of its kind ever undertak-
en. It dwarfs in money, scope
and time, as well as in the
magnitude of problems faced,

the only similar effort in recent.
history—the Marshall Plan for
~ Europe. v

After World War 1II the Unit-
ed States put about $12 billion
into an intensive, four-year
drive to rebuild western Eu-
rope. That task had a fixed
point of completion and has
ended long since. ‘

The Alliance is a $100 billion
plan for the complete restruc-
ture of Latin’ America, The 10-
year program is just the be-
ginning. Of the total, at least
$10 billion is to come from the
US. government, a like
amount from other parts of the
world, and $80 billion from La-
tin America itself. -

Goals

The goals are outlined in the
charter of the Alliance for
Progress, approved by hemis-
phere nations at a conference
in Punta Del Este, Uruguay,
Aug. 17, 1961.

The first declared goal in the
charter’s “Declaration of the
Peoples of America” is “to im-
prove and strengthen Democra-
tic institutions through applica-
tion of the principle of self-de-
termination by the people.”

From there the charter goes
through a long list of aspira-
tions, among them:

Economic and social devel-
opment to raise living stand-
ards.

“De

people.” and resistance to any change.

Agrarian reform to help the One factor is that the birth
man who {ills the soil to rate in Latin America is 3 per
achieve economic stability and cent or more a year, among
“the guarantee of his freedom the world’s highest. The United

and dignity.”
Fair wages and working con-
ditions.

To “wipe out illiteracy.” Considering the problems,
Health and sanitation pro- some Latin American legisla-
grams. tive bodies have moved with

States is quietly offering help
to countries wishing to encour-
age birth control.

ent homes for all our.

Tax reforms *‘demanding surprising speed to impose new
more from those who have taxes and adopt land and other
most’’ and to “punish tax eva- reform laws.
sion severely.” At least four Latin American

Monteary and fiscal stabil- countries have substantially in-
ity. creased their taxes, says Mann.

And the list goes on and on In all, 16 countries have adopt-
to touch such topics as stimu- ed improved tax legislation; 12
lation of private enterprise, re- are working on agrarian reform
lief from the wide fluctuations programs.
in the price of raw materials  From the beginning, the Alli-
Latin America exports, and ance plan emphasized that its
economic integration of Latin guccess would rest mainly on
America along the lines of the internal efforts of the Latin
European Common Market. ~  American nations themselves.

Some of the goals carried When miracles didn’t start hap-
built-in sources of opposition— pening there was disappoint-
taxing the rich, punishing those ment, even bitterness. Commu-
who evade taxes (a new con- nists sought to capitalize on

~cept-in some countries); the this, just as they had attacked

threat to those who:own-vast . the Marshall plan. b o

areas of land; a re-shaping of th;:

agricultural practices to per- jqe, that the Alliance was just
mit the growing of enough food ypcle Sam dressed like Santa

%" feed the population decent- (lays and give Latin Ameri-
Y- cans a greater voice in its plan-

What happened to Cuba ning the nations established
under the Communist regime, (ha alliance formally as a hem-

however, seems to have in- ; ; .
’ isphere-wide agency in 1963. Of
fluenced the haves, as well a5 goven members of the Inter-

the have-nots, to guide their A erjcan Committee on the
own revolutlgn along different Ajjiance for Progress (known
lines. as CIAP for the initials of its
Projects name in Spanish) six are Latin
In addition, thousands of pro- Americans. The U.S. member
jects undertaken under the Alli- is Walt Whitman Rostow, the
ance have begun to dot the state department’s policy plan-
countryside, in city and rural ning chief.
areas. The people seem to like  Carlos Sanz de Santamaria, a
what they see. hard-headed Colombian busi-
“You can’t hide 203,300 hous- ness man, industrialist and fi-
es built with U.S. support,” nancier in a country called the
says William D. Rogers, top land of poetry is CIAP’s exec-
US. executor of the Alliance tive boss. He agrees with
program under Thomas C. President Johnson that the Al-
Mann, until recently President liance is on the move and also
Johnson’s chief for diplomatic With critics who say it isn’t do-
and economic relations with ing all it should.
Latin America. “But one can understand bet-
President Johnson says Alli- ter the rate of accomplishment
ance projects already have af- if he ponders the difficulty of
fected the lives of nearly 100 transforming a group of coun-
million Latin Americans. tries from relative stagnation
But the going has been hard in economic .and social ad-
at times due to politicdl or eco- vancement into a group of na-
nomic unrest, revolutions and tions with modern technical,
military coups, problems inher- scientific, academic and admin-
ited from former dictators, or istrative techniques—and all in
from ineffective, corrupt or a few years.”
ill -_intentioned governments, Basical

In an effort to banish

anz adds, the Al-

liance is a formula of national
planning for progress. “And
when it began only one or two
countries had begun planning.
Latin America therefore had
to start from scratch. The cre-
ation of development projects
and training of technicians to
carry them forward has been
the first and one of the impor-
tant advancements of the Alli-
ance.”

Fortunately for the Alliance,
the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank had been created a
few years earlier. It has been
a potent factor, everyone
agrees, in stimulating Latin
American development. - It is
backed by 19 Latin American
countries and the United
States, and has won important
outside investments, from Eu-
rope, Japan and Canada.
Progress

Mexico and Venezuela, rated
tops in Alliance advancement
now plan to help sister nations.
There have been reports of

- substantial progress elsewhere,

Brazil and Chile, despite al-
most overwhelming obstacles,
have adopted progressive and
deeply-rooted economic and so-
cial measures.

Marked advances also have
been reported in Peru, Colom-
bia, Ecuador, Central America
(especially Guatemala and Sal-
vador), and Panama.

Brazil and Chile are sched-
uled to get giant injections of
aid from the United States this
year.

Argentina is beginning to
move but Latin American spe-
cialists say its government—
partly because of the heritage
problems from the Juan Peron
dictatorship—appears slow in
facing up to economic and fis-
cal reforms. Cancellation of
contracts with a group of for-
eign oil firms disturbed other
investors, and boosted petro-
leum imports, eating into an al-
ready scarce dollar supply.

In Uruguay, internal econom-
ic policies, and a government
executive system that compli-
cates decisions,
things down to a walk—or less.
In Haiti, where the U.S. put
millions into various projects,
the Alliance is at a standstill.

And Bolivia, noted for its
frequent, bloody revolutions, is
reported about six months “be-
hind schedule” on devel-

has slowed
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gy By Dav1d Wltke :

- The major steps remaining to
hnng Champaign’s Urban Re-
‘newal Project 1 to completion
by December of 1968 were out-
Tined this week by David Gen-
‘semer; city urban renewal di-
rector. « -
- “When these steps are com-
pleted, we’ll have a 47% - acre
'area that is attractive, useful,
- to - date and profltable
with a hfe expectancy of 25 to
0 years,” Gensemer said.

The project will continue in

\glanmng phase until the end

of the _year, This is a crucial
_period in which many important
decisions are to be made.

- The execution phase will be-
gm Jan. 2 and be completed
within three years of that date,
according to Gensemer’s pres-
ent timetable.

Other Projects Later

- If Project 1 proves successful,
other projects designed to re-
qew the entire Northeast Neigh-
borhood can be undertaken and
‘completed 'in 10 years, Gense-
mer estimated.

- The major planning steps to
_be completed by the end of this
- year include:

—A marketing research anal-
yst firm will soon be hired to
conduct a Land Use and Mar-
ketability Study (LUM). This is
-a key report which will deter-
- mine the highest and best use
for each plot of land in the pro-
ject area. It will suggest which
| properties the city must acquire
'and how to market these prop-
-erties to developers.

- —Beginning Monday, surveys
~will be made of each family and
_every structure in the project
-area. The structural surveys are
‘required to determine how
‘many and which buildings are
_deficient. The family surveys
~will enable urban renewal offi-
‘cials to learn what assistance
~each family will require once
~the execution phase begins.
Compile Owner Data
~ — Gensemer must complete
~compilation of property owner-
_ship data for the area. This is
proving a difficult task, since
~original plat maps and legal
escriptions of the properties
are. provmg to contain many dis-
_crepancies.
’ When oWnersth data is com-
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PROJECT 1 AREA

This map shows the present
boundaries of Champaign’s Ur-
ban Renewal Project 1 area,
and additions now being con-

sidered by the federal govern-
ment in accordance with the
city council proposal. Land
acquisition within the Project

GROVE

1 area and relocation of famil-
ies is expected to begin in Jan-
uary of 1966.

piled, the City Planning Depart-
ment will draw maps showing
ownership of all properties and
structures within the area.

— The execution phase con-
tract must be drawn and ap-
proved by the City Council and
the federal Housing and Home
Finance Agency.

The execution phase to begin
Jan. 2 will follow this pattern:

Acquisition of property and
relocation of families will be
among the first tasks undmr-
taken.

Some Structures Stay -

Structures which are not sub-
standard and which are com-
patible with the use designated
for the land will not be disturb-
ed, but other properties will be
purchased by the city. Which
properties will be purchased is
still  undetermined, pending
completion of the land use study.

Families will continue to live
in the purchased homes, pay-
ing rent to the city, until new
homes are found for them.

Gensemer estimated it w111
take about a yea :

all the properties and about two
years to relocate the families.

As the families are relocated,
the structures will be demolish-
ed by private contractors. The
sites then will be developed
along the lines determined in
the land use study.

As soon as each plot of land
is prepared, redevelopment will
begin. Bids will be taken for
the land, and bidders will agree
to develop the land for its de51g-
nated use.

Either individual householders
or large scale developers may
bid on the land, depending on
the size and designated use of

the plots involved. Gensemer

said.

The first properties should be
ready for resale and develop-
ment about 18 months after the
execution period begins — that
is, by July of 1967.

‘And when the project is com-
plete in December of 1968, what
will have heen accomplished?
Gensemer answers this question
by comparmg the descmptlon of

ghhol

and while public utilities in the
area are adequate, they are
often unused.

‘“Urban renewal will elimin-
ate these conditions. When we
finish, we will have 47% acres
containing about 250 families—
a figure slightly higher than at
present, but with living condi-
tions vastly improved.

“All the structures will be in
accord with city requirements
and the area will be served by
a modernized utilities system in
accordance with the land use
plan. S

“We will have. an area in
which all demolition and con-
struction will  have been ac-
complished by private enter-
prise.”

Urban Renewal:

May. Expand







; By JOHN PIERSON

- WASHINGTON (UPD —
Question :
- the federal government going to
‘gpend on housing this year?
-~ Answer: $10 million.
estion: How much

rate  something that mag
ongressmen  and newsm
ave come to accept as fae

an renewal, public housi
mortgage msurance it

‘That's why Uncle Sam can

’ohnsons budget shows gus-

'During the current fiscal
ear, housing receipts are e

How much money is| L

pend 543 bllhon on housing|

By GEORGE COMINOS
News-Gazette Staff Writer
The Prince Hall Masonic
Grand Lodge of Chicago has
een looking into the possibility

fof serving as a non-profit spon-

sor of a housing development in
the medium-rent category in
Champaign.

Donald Moyer chairman of

‘the City of Champaign Human

Relations Commission, said at
Thursday night’s meeting rep-
resentatives had been here for
meetings and that the lodge is

serving as sponsor of similar’

projects in other cities and will
in the Spring start construction
of a project of this kind in Rock
Island.

The lodge.. serves as a nof-
proflt sponsor - and Moyer de-
¢ seribed the organization as hav-
ing “the know-how to get the

| job done.” No decision has been

made by the judge.
The commission’s discussion

{which a non-profit or limited

centered on this type of housing,

profit organization can build in
cities that have workable urban
renewal programs. Champaign
has started its program.

The sponsor contracts with the

By GEORGE COMINOS
! News-Gazctte Staff Writer
The tax structure here is pro-
‘hibitive for ‘the development of
~rental housing by a non-profit
corporahon. James Robinson, a
iDallas attorney, said at a meet-
mg Wednesday night in the City

Robmson. who has been here
investigating the possibilities of |:
the development of housing in
the moderate price range for
the Prince Hall Grand Masonic
‘Lodge of Chicago, said cost of
the land was not the prohibitive
factor, as some had said.

The investigation, Robinson
said, showed that taxes fo be
paid on a single housing unit in
‘Champaign come to $250 to

s =)

$275 per year, adding:

“When you talk about building
a 200-unit building, you're talk-
ing about $50,000 a year in tax
es.”
e He added it was difficult fo
need here| get exemptions for non-profit
icorporations for developments
mot used for religious or educa-

itional purposes.

government to build and oper-
ate the housing development,
with rents in the $65 to $90 per
month category, Moyer said.
Will Be Needed
“This, of course,
thing we're going to
if people are to be displaced by
urban renewal. There is a tre-
mendous shortage in this rental "= = B
category here,” Moyer added. The big problem here is not
land. It is the ad valorem tax
Under the Federal Housmgl structure,” Robinson said. He

{Act, he said, the government ‘added that in comparable s

provides for a mortgage insured the taxes would run $120 to 5140
at 100 per cent with interest per unit per year.

rate of three and seven-eighths Cites Alteraiies.
over a 40-year period. L H u :
e added: ‘“You can do one
Moyer added that the profit of of two things—change the ta x
a limited-profit orgamzahon structure or get tax exemptions
serving as a sponsor “is limited o non-proﬁt housmg h Cham-

to six per cent.

David Gensemer,
director of urban renewal, sai
that the housing can consist of
apartments, or even of single-
family dwellings, but added de-
velopment of -the latter would
probably be prevented by the
high cost of land.

Tt would be more economical
to have three or four units in
a building, he said. Gensemer
said these types of buildings
|were attractive and did not just
consist of row houses.
Meeting Planned

Gensemer added he was try-
ing to set up a meeting with
FHA officials on this type of
'program and it will be in about
two weeks, so all requirements
for this type of program can
be learned.

After the 40-year period of
the loan, the sponsoring organi-;
|zation obtains title to the prop-
lerty, he said. The limited-prof-
lit organization can obtain title
after 20 years by paying off
the mortgage and can then sell
the property.

Gensemer said it is neces-
sary for the sponsoring organi-
zation to have two per cent of
the estimated total cost of the
project, which is placed in es-
crow in a bank, and remains
there until the hnal loan is
closed.

Moye. said the number of

I Dlonca-4+1rn ¥n Paea 10 Coal—-5)

7

er the meet-

corporations.

Long said it was {l
his committee to se
this type of housing i
paign — described as
for people with incomes
too high for public hou
not high enough for
compete for housing in
‘market.

MecFall pointed out
insures the mortgage
interest rates for this
development, which is
regular rate of 5% per
been set at 3 and %ths
for these projects.

Income limits for
for this type of housing
said, was: one person !
year; two, $6,100; 3 or
5 or 6, $8,200; and 7
$9,300.

In answer to a questi
as to whether the UI cc
sor such housing, Mcl
the UI itself could not
was a way it could
Southern Illinois Unive
a foundation and the f
has been found eligible
as a non-profit sponso
type of apartment ho
students, and a projec
kind is presently being
he said.

Later, when it was
out that persons gettin
ence for locating in thi
housing development n
been displaced by go
action, it was asked if
the UI in displacing
from housing could be
ed government action







Mesting Topic

urban renewal at a regular
meeting of the Champaign-Ur-
bana Home Builders Assn. at
6:30 p.m. Wednesday at the
Champaign Moose Club.

David D. Gensemer, director
of urban renewal for Cha{n'
| paign, Jerome Dasso, University
of Tllinois Commerce College
|professor, and Leland Hender-
‘son, state president of the Na-
tional Association of Home
 Builders, will address the meet-

|ing.

I

Three speakers will discuss

The Urban Renewal Admin-|:
istration isn’t expecting to do|
quite so well in balancing dis-|:
bursements and receipts. URA |
‘has budgeted $243 million for .
d advances and onlyA';g
million for repayments.

GENSEME
NEIGHB

is really two programs.|:
one, the government under-|
tes private housing by means
'HA mortgage insurance. In

A neighborhood council meet-
ing is set for 8 p.m. Tuesday at|
the home of Jesse Perkins, 1120/
W. Park Ave,, Champaign.

David Gensemer, Champaign
Urban Renewal director, will
|speak. The neighborhood coun-
cils are sponsored by the Inter-
faith Council on Fair Hou§ing.L
A spokesman said inferacted

g o

ming fiscal year, FHA
to guarantee repayment

X -
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UR And Utility Tax

Champaign Issues

By GE,OR’EE:;COI\’IINOS
News-Gazette Staif Writer

Two issues have come partic-
ularly to the fore in the Cham-
paign City Council election cam-
paign. These are urban renewal,
with the question as to whether
the Project I Area will be car-
ried out to come to a vote by
the Council probably in early
fall, and the so-called ‘‘utility
tax’’ — a gross receipts tax on
utility services, which is paid by
consumers and, in reality,
amounts to a sales tax on water,
gas, electricity, telephone and
telegram bills.

. Each of the six candidates for
!the three Council positions to be
filled in the April 6 election was
asked how he stood on these two
issues. Views of two candidates
at a time, in alphabetical order,
will be given in these columns
within the next few days.

" Charles F. Keeling said the
city, having entered into a con-
tract with the federal govern-
ment fgf‘ ‘an $80,000 loan for ur-
ban regewal, ‘was committed to
$30,000 of that..

“If we do not go through with

city $30,000,” Keeling said. E l
“We're already involved to that c
degree and it behooves all of us, * :
including the City Council, to % .
'see what the Project 1 Area will ;
provide and how it works. We :
owe it to urban renewal to try 3

i

“He added: “I think it de- 'd

serves a chance. See what

Phase 1 does and decide

from there, If urban re-

newal works, T would he the

first to vote for it, and con-

versely, if not, I'd be the

first to vote against it.”

Keeling said he wants to see
how Phase 1 works and would
then decide on how he would
vote on Phase 2, if he had a
vote on the City Council.

As for the utility tax, Keeling
said, “it’s really real easy to
say you're opposed to it, but
you have to come up with an
answer on how to replace the
revenue if the utility tax is re-
pealed.” NSt g

“It does appear,” he con-
tinued,, “that they're going fo
allow local governments o in-
crease the sales f{ax. This
would be one way of doing it.

it, this will end up costing the
e

(Please turnto Pagg_ 5, Col. 1)

o

persons are invited to att ’ ’ 2 ': i

T Decisio,

On UR This Yeq

By GEORGE COMINOS |
News-(ﬁazette

) ; are involved in surveys
o Staff Writer !lhes and of structu?e: 01"
g o Year 1965 will he {he FToject 1 Area, :
Year of Decision”’ ‘

: A for urb The su
ronewE m Champaign, anif been a;‘l}z:l:w;; ;B;Z;;)OOH
3 J5s S Y the He
2 Then Champal_gn City Council| > 2" Home Fina
in carly fall will decide follgw.| “A81¢Y for the work thy
wipp L Public hearing, whethey jy| S8 o0 — described as

execute the first

phase of
;h? urban renewal program (?r
orget the whole business, I

pPreliminary survey for
Project 1 area urbalm rene
al program,
,, An.additional sum of $1f
{1s being asked for the nex
David‘days- The federa] agency
rector 28reed to provide g loan of
James Wil to $82.563 for all of the pre
(?fficcr, and inary work. =
ing jnspectorl 'P.ari of the $16,000 wil] g0
,paym.g. for a ]anld use and n
;Ir:ﬂzblhéy} study  that is to
ade of the Projec '
;"private firm. Sk
Cost of the pProgram would
shared on the basis of the f
eral government paying thr
fgurths of the tota] cost and t
city of Champaign one fourth
The preliminary planninv‘
expected 1o he compleie(;
time for the city Council to co
duct publje hearing in early fg
on the urban renewal plan ar
on the proposed relocation pla
progr’am — that is relocation
fapnhes and individuals wh
might have {g be displac\ed.
: Then, the crucial decision wi]
€ made by the City Couneil —
whether to apply to the
and Home Finance
a loan and grant cont
ecuting the Project
gram.
If so. then a Joa " 1
goverrinent will be Sse[c;otr: p?:!o
bare the fina] Planning for the-

It is that simple.

At thg bresent time
Gensfemer, Champaign (i
of urban renewal,
liams, relocation
Martin Harris, hous

Housing
Agency fo;
Tact for ex.
1 Al‘ea pro-

s : - Project 1 Are
s representatives of the Cham: : rea. If the (j
e g bii;xelpcny Council, the Cham- Council turns thumbs down t(r:]g
— TP 5 : ga:gn Department of Urban Re- “"IfUI’ban renewal, v |
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topic for the Champaign - Ur- d da will be J. G. McFall, chief o 'the North ederal program in
bana.Homebuﬂders Association e nes y | derwriter of the Springfield of- B th'east. Neighborhood.
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday blic forum about possible g.a and N. P. Donson, FHA | G :_s Point about 89 fam.
n the Moose Club. L tal units in"‘zonye intergroup relations ad- €ys have been com.

Speaker will include Cham-i
paign Urban Renewal Director
David Gensemer; Jerome Das-
so of the University of Illinois
College of Commerce; and Le-
land Henderson of Decatur, state
president of the Association of
Home Builders.

~ Social hour will begin at 6:30
p.m., dinner at 7 p.m. and the
meeting will follow. A meeting
of board members will be held
at5:30 pm. >

-

low-costs private ren ‘
Champaign will be held at 7'30.vis0r.
p.m. Wednesday. in the un- |
cil Chambers of the Champaign
City Building.

" The forum is sponsored bfy 31:
Champaign Depar:tn}?nft o -
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people who canpot gu___ahfy fot‘;
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‘*aﬁm'd to pay existing hig
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This is the second in a
series giving the views of
the six candidates for the
Champaign City Council on
urban renewal and the gross
receipts tax on utility serv-
ices paid by consumers,
which has been referred to
as the “utility tax.” Views
of two candidates at a time,
in alphabetical order, are
given. i

'By GEORGE COMINOS

News-Gazette Staff Writer

“Certainly, T favor urban re-
newal for: Champaign,”
Cou_gxci}ma.n Frank E. Schooley,
“and this is not a momentary
or temporary decision.’””

- Schooley said two studies had

been made — of the campus
neighborhood 'south of Univer-
sity Avenue and of the area
north of University Avenue.
The studies were made, he
added, to determine if there
was a need for rehabilitating
certain areas of Champaign and
it was determined there was a
‘need in the’area north of Uni-
 versity Avenue
| He said onsequence the
city embarked on the urban re-
inewal program, and added:
‘“This -is one of the ways of ac-
¢ rg;plishing‘,the goal. We felt
the need was there and that this
as a possible way of helping
‘the neighborhood.
~ Concerning  gross  receipts
tax on - utility services (utility
tax); Schooley said:
- ““My position is the city then
land - still does—needs funds to
| carry out the services of the city
and these were the only funds
available for the city unless it
should go back to the whéel

Tax Income Lost
He added that about 10 years
ago the people of Champaign
voted six to one in a referendum
against the wheel tax., Because
| of an Illinois Supreme Court rul-
ing, he pointed out, the city lost
a great deal of property tax
income. i :

- Restoring of this income, he
said, posed .two possibilities —
adoption of the utility tax or in-
creasing the property tax. The
people voted four to one against
| increasing the property tax, he
| continued. : ®
He said the people had been
' assured that this would be the
| option—if they did not,w the

ey,
T

said

YOIT | "HRC Topic:
SU€ o Thursday

2l housing in the medium

to $90 per
ng the dis-

1

as leéry as can be as fo t

road we have to take to get 1 Rent 565
ban renewal. I am leery price ransge of '§
federal control when you gmonth wiall be_anio
federal aid.” : cussion topics for

On Condemnation meeting :

Skelton then said of conderday of thei ,?:)tg’s Commis
nation proceedings that migfuman Rﬁ %l
be required: ““I absolutely dithe s e i
dain condemnation. T think it This type Ohav
as up-American as can be,” able to citles i o

“I'm not 100 per cent sold ¢Urban Sience pthh 100 per
urban renewal,” . Skelton cor FHA gapetviion o rovidedE
finued, \Adding; be fid nopkayoent federal financiil, To, T
preciate some of the facets ¢3n acceptable SPOR n and man
urban renewal. .~ dertake its S“per‘{lsmt the an

“Tiat is the inhumanity ¢agement, accoriglg mté e
taking someone’s home,” Skejnouncement of hzirman of th
ton said. He further said of thilDonald Moyer, ® Commission. |
that the home ‘‘may not be th{Human Bela‘aons 0 gt
best there is,” and pointed ou| He said Spch 2 Spgites ir
that the homes may be com;presently tUIeBEE

: f the prob
ol o Champaign. As one of th¢ ;
pletely paid for. lems facing the Champaign Un

; : { is ma
lems that are going to arise inban Renewal progra\md S
urban_renewal — the problems ing Sure _adequatem:\: s Tt
with individuals and with  the able housing be;lci: = -
federal government. T just don’t to all persons diSP ! .
look forward to them at all,”|ban Re AC
Skelton said. there is a criti

Skelton added: g

}
\
i

of Champalgn
sion 1N
housing is ayail—’
e an approve
gram under;

¥

“T am very leery of the prob-“

newal actl
cal shortage ¢

in this pric

|rental housin

“T think pri-

much of what a federal urban| €T:
renewal program can.” _Moyer s
| As for the money-side of ur-, nouncemen
ban renewal, Skelton said: “It’st ing inform d
wonderful to have, but can we are jnvited to attenc
afford it? Under the present tax ing and ask qovieNE
situation that we are faced with,
locally, state-wide and nation-
ally, I don’t think it's desirable
to increase taxes for the bene-
fit of urban renewal.
Some In Favor
“Some of the councilmen sin-
cerely feel it is necessary, that
it is something we can’'t do
without. I don’t think it is some-
thing we can’t do without.” *
As for the utility tax, Skel-i
ton said he was in favor of the
2 per cent tax that was voted
when the city lost revenue from
the property tax. He said he
did not favor the additional
three-fourths of one per cent in-
crease in the utility tax to fi-
nance urban renewal. !
“I did not think it was justi-|
fied that each and every indi-|
vidual in the city should be
taxed for urban renewal. Therei
'was no justification for the in-|
crease.” T e g
Skelton said " further he felt
this was putting “a er-
whelming burden’”’ 1
in the‘c‘omfmiriity

aid further in the &
t that persons WIS

-. -
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housing Wednesday were -t ol d
S-llsuch housing would be difficult
the public 4o ohiain for Champaign, then|
set for 7:30 p.m. ThuIS='oq,46ned not to be discouraged

4 by the Northeast Neighborhood

vity, and sine
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ited as Problem

m-Cost Housing Here Is Discussed

By Paul Peters -
About 25 people attending a

project belongs to the spor
Generally, persons eligibl]
such housing are families v
incomes fall within levels s
the FHA handicapped pe
and those over 62.
According to McFall, a
soring organization must
have “an idea of what they
to do and where they wa
do it.”

A general plan is present
the sponsor to the FHA, the
ter is discussed and if it
cided the project would f
quirements of the prograr
application is submitted b
prospective sponsor. After
further analyses of the pre
project and the affected
follow, along with appli
for a loan. e

by the situation.

The forum, held in the ity
council chambers, was called

Committee of the Citizens’ Ad-
visory Committee on Urban Re-
newal.

David Gensemer, local urban
renewal director, served as mo-
derator for a three - man panel,
including Eldridge Long, chair-
man of the committee; J. G. Mc-
Fall, chief underwriter for the
Federal Housing Authority’s
Springfield Area office, and N.
P. Dotson, zone intergroup rela-
tions advisor for the FHA, from
Chicago.

The men answered questions
on Section 221-D3 housing, an
FHA category which fills a kind
of “no man’s land” for those
whose incomes are above the
top level allowed for public
housing and below the bottom
level at which they might effec-
tively “‘compete” for housing in
the public market. l

Stumbling Block |

A major stumbling block to
establishment of such housing
locally, the high real estate tax
rate, was brought up by a Dallas,
'Tex., attorney, James Robin-
son. Robinson represents about
20 statewide Prince Hall Mason-
ic organizations and hasbeen in-
vestigating chances that the II-
linois group might sponsor a
‘medium - cost project in Cham-
paign. :

“The tax structure,” he as-
serted, “makes this kind of
housing ~ almost  prohibitive
here.” He then said he had
checked the tax rates and found
that while the average tax per
unit per year in areas compar-
able to Champaign would be
$120 to $140, the rate in Cham-,
paign would be $250 to $275. }

Under' the FHA program, a
sponsor finances a project with
a federally insured loan, usually
from a private lending agency,
and charges rents adequate to
make payments on the miort-
gage and maintain the buildings.

Rents must be lowered if the
‘sponsor is taking in “too much”
|mcmey from the project, but can
'be raised only with federal ap-
‘proval. When the mortgage is
\paid, at the end of 40 years, the
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1 AREA. Boundary line depicted on this
s the Project 1 Area of the urban renewal pro-

ized at a meetmg Wednesday night of the
ity Council in response to a request of the )
office of the FHA in Chicago. At present, sur- and Ciion further to the ekt - ,
eing undertaken of families and of houses Wright 'St.  Most southern boundary line a ngh is
gs by the city's Urban Renewal Department, Grove St. Aerial photo was taken by Charles Dammr.
expected that a public hearing will be held i na consulting engineer.

early ;au by the City

as to whelther to proc













T’F
For Family -
Incomes Up

By ADR.EN COOPER

WASHING’I'ON ® -~ Approx
imately 464, 600 American fami
" lies took a giant step last year
Their inco edged over the
$3,000 mark — and out of wha
the admnustra}tmn defines as th¢
“poverty bracket.” i

‘At the happlkr ergl qf dhe
scale, a Census Bureau repori
also shows, the number of fam:
ilies with incomes of $10,00(
or more increased by 1.4 mil
lion. :

And the median — middle—
income increased too, from $6,-
249 1o $6 569 That's a 5 dpm
cent Jun;p from 1963 an 1
per cent .from 1954. Prices a]\()
rose, thougb so the mcrease in’
purchasing power was only 4
per cent. i i

The medlan income is the 0X-
act middle income for the 47.8
million American families.
That is, half of them are belaw
that level and half a ve »

Some 17 6 per cent of &mer-

""" or 8.4 mllhon
had' incefries ‘below $3,000 com-
pared 10,185 per. cent in 1963.
Almost 32 per. cent had mcomes
below $3,000 in 1954.

Some 10800000 famlhes had
incomes’ of $10,000 or . ‘more in|
1964. 'This represented 22 per
cent. compared to 20 per cenf
in. 1963 " and less than 6 pe1
“eent in 1954, S 2

More than one out of every

|ona| Ruie-

Mrs. BOOH
Takes Fair
Housing Post |

Mrs. William Boon, 1020 W.
Hill St., Champaign, has been|
nameinchalrman of the Fair
Housing Bur e au, succeeding
Mrs. Ulrd %ruse

Named’ as vice chairman
under Mrs, Boon is Mrs. Walter
McMahon, 405 E. Colorado Ave.

Mrs. Boon“js a member of the
Interfaith Council on Fair Hous-'
ing and has been active for
several years in the Urban Lea-
gue of Champaign' County and

*the League of Women Voters.

In March 1964, she and her
husband were among United
Church of Christ delegates from
24 states who went to Washing-
ton, D.C., to urge, their senators
to vote for the Civil Rights Bill.

She is the daughter of retir
University of Illinois
Mrs. Dwxght G. Benne
Daniel St. Her husband i
ployed by Goodell En, :
ASSOClateS E %

{

McMi\hon*mll work with:
Mrs Gebrﬁe Weber, 1814 Cy-:
| press Dr.,"handling requests for'
rental housmg availabl oa;_ an
open basis. .
35 Homes ‘Open’ B

The Bureau, established as an
arm of the Human Relations
Commission, presently has a list
of some 35 landlords whose
apartments are available on an

“open basis, as well as 30 homes,

being offered for sale on an

. 20 families had incomes of atl open basis. The homea,gcatteﬂ

~ least $15,000 compared to one
out of 100~ 1%4. "
. The median fincome of Negm
tamﬂies was §5,814 compared to
"ﬁ,m,.f & W “Thirty-seven
_per cen “of ' Negro families|
were ﬁ‘poverty line
wﬂﬂe 154 per ‘cent of white fam-
tliat ea;tegqry On-
f 7; Negro fam-
§ omés above: $10 000.

ed throughout the community,
range in price from $m,090 tol
$33,000.

A spokesman for the Bureau.

reported several recent listings
came in as a result of neighbor-
. new position at Kent S_tate Uni-

hood meetings of the Interfaith
Council on Fair Housing, where
activites of the Bureau had been.
discussed. Presently, five Negro

| families are seeking to buy:
homes with the help of the Bu-

reau, and two are looking for:
rental units.

offices of the Urban League of
Champaign County, 29% W.
Main St., Champaign. Hours are
7 to 9 p.m. Mondays and Wed-
nesdays and 9 a.m. fo moon
Saturdays.

Mrs. Boon has scheduled a
meeting of volunteers-and in-
terested persons for 8 p.m, June
17 at the Urban League office.

S. Adwses

f{h eU.S. government haé told
o;mc portunity Coun-
cil "gfgmclh County that
$650 a month is not enough
money to aftract a person com-
petent to direct the county’s
war on poverty. :
Asked to recommend qual-
ifications for the job, the coun-
cil’s technical advisory commit-
tee discussed this and other,
matters Wednesday for nearly

two hours. The director, it de—»

cided, must be a composﬂ;e of
a_ visionary, pioneer, commu-
nity organizer and possessed of
a “strong sense of \ghe possible.”

In its most l‘et%ht meeting,
the Economic Opportunity Coun-
cil here voted down a proposed
salary of $1,000 a month for the

This flgure wwever ;
jected by ti\e regional U.'S.
fice of Economic Oppnrtum”ty as
not high enough to
competent person.

The matter of the dxrector S
salary, including a ‘possible
raise to $800 a month, is expect-
ed fo be discussed at the next
council meeting June SliMEs
ther Maﬂers

"~ Kineng nbbis ntis
ed Wednesday by the TAC ere

Coke, TAC ¢

—James (

and vice chairman to the execu-
tive committee. The chairman
will replace Coke, who will leave
at the end of the summer for a

versity, Kent, Ohio.

—A subcommittee headed by
Neil Smith of Family Service of
Champaign County and -includ-
ing Arnold Gesterfield, Cham-
paign Park District; Jack Coyle,

‘ nited F' t ?
The FHB is located in theigunity C:,md and United Com

and E. H. Mel-
lon, Unit 4 Schools, will draw
up a statement for the execu—

tive committee, s > qual-
ifications and dutie e di-
rector, stating ftbe'lmportance

‘of the job and giving informa-
tion about comparable positions
in other communities.

! —“Guidelines for Operation’’
‘will be referred to a subcommit-

tee headed by David Gensemer
of Champaign's Department of
Urban Renewal, which will sug-
gest ways of organizing the
council and means of operating,
as provided for in the by-laws.

—A subcommittee headed by’
Merlin Taber will prepare a
recommendation on what the
Program Development Grant
could include that would allow
for continuing research and
evaluation of the Council’s work,
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Bureau On;_
Housing Is
Reorganized

Virginia . Boon, chairma {
the Fair Housmg Bureaun rm!
ported Friday that the bureau|
had Teorganized at ga regular
mectmg Thursday. - [

Mrs. Boon .said the bureau |
had appomted Robert G\llespm
and M&s Irene Vaughan as Jldl-
son offi€srs to work with i)er-*
sons mterested, in purehasmg
housing, |

Carolyn McMa‘Hmn and
Gladys Weber were appomted
liaison ofﬁcers for those inter-
ested in rentals and Mrs. George
Pope and Mrs. Bernard Works |
were - appointed aux1hary offi-
cers in. th),s -area,

Mrs. Thomas' Thornburn wﬂH
be office manager to work with|
volunteer Workers - b

Several committees We re
formed 7ncluding - FHA subdwn-
sion and houqmv hnancmo' and‘
legal “aid, urban renewal Telo-|
cation; Chanute AFB expansion,
public relations  and employ-
ment centel committees,

It was- alse announced ‘that,
Mrs. Benjamin Cox. would: eom-|
plete a hst of local Iandlords,
|

“lesday Juue 17,6

House Votes
Urban Bitt

By Marjorie Hunter'
(c) 1965 New York Times
Washington, June 17 |

President Johnson ' has ‘won
another - _major congressional
victory with House passage of a

bill to create a Cabinetlevel
Department of Housmgrav :
ban Develojpment

The vote was 217
wider mau;1 I:ha::.@ Mm
leaders had prediefed just-hours
before _the mldaﬁei‘&wﬁT
Wednesday. = )

However, it was stx]l the tlght-
est squeeze for any of the Ad-
ministration’s Great Society leg-
islation this year in the House.
Other major bills had passed
‘by far wider margins.

The bill now goes to the Sen-
ate, which is expected to pass
it by a comfortable margm 5

A\sim‘x%ar proposal by
President Kenn %

by the House tb;‘edy
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L@c@ﬁ Battle Plan-

Needs Study

The mcnna that is ahout to

deacend’

from Waghington for the War on Poverty
{ in Champaign County needs closer ex.

! amination.

The people of Champaign County are

entitled to a better exjlanation than
{ fact the federal government will pay % .

tige

| per cent of the cost of a [mngr-"n that a

- §1,000-a-month direct o is aboy

'v. vf\

~ velop for an Economis Up;n-.lnm'y Conine

¢ll of Champaign County.

The well-meaning people who are for .
fng this council will be asked Thursday
fight to approve a budget that calls fo

& director at $1,000 a month:
goarch assistonts 2t $450 & 0
& seerelary at $375 a m- ot
secretary at $175 o '
$330 a month, « haviting
$220 a monih;_ ana i
aides at $130 a momh. cach,
Also provided jn the Dbudg

t Ay
"and honorsrium for consullans '

W re.

otm .

g at

~al

g\“‘*r el

18,000 miles of automobile travel at 10
cents a mile; another $1,000 for trips to
other cities; $1,300 for spate rental in
fhe next six- monthd: and amow: s for

#nal services, oflice equipmieny supplies, |

'nht e,

e

telephone, 34!

cles.

_* What is the $1,000-a-monti director and
staff to do in Champaign County? It is
- explained they are to DEVELOF pro-
’ grams for the Champaign County War on
Poverty. The budget now submitted g
only for “‘program development,” Money
for spetific programs will ba requested

later.

The “program development hud"r!"
iWas approved against a backgrouad which
Bayor Emmerson V. Dexter deseribed

this way:

*“I tever saw an cutflt so

gmlous to give money away. The mntan
@ho came here from Spriagficld to tell
us about the money in Washingion fold
us, in effect, ‘We'll approve any thing yo'J

ean write-up."”

" There are those who say, “I1. they'ro
throwing that kind of momy _&round,

we'd better get our share.”
All over the country there Is

in-

ereasingly bitter competition between pol-
itisians and social workers over the dis-
tribution of war on poverty money. Con.
gressmaan Adam Clayton Powell, who haa

the Harlem distribution of money lecked
up, is pushing through a bill to double the
amount of money. However, his Demo-

eratle colleague from New York,

gressman Emanuel Celler, i3 demanding
that a special committee of Congress ine
vestigate the expenditure of funds. already

fistributed.

Belore Cham) algn County rushes ia to
“get our share,” the 1iembers of the pro-
sosed Economie Opportunity Couneil of
Jhamnaign County should consider the
ollowing statement in the *'Quick Faects
\bout the War on Poverty,” distributed
¥ the ncw U.S. Office of Economic Op-
“Federal government to pay
P to 80 per cent of the cost of local pro-

ortunity :

Con-

ON UR COMMITTEE
Henry R.. Spies, 711
Hamilton, C, was ap-
pointed Tuesday by the
Champalgn City Council

as vice chairman of the

Citizen's Adv:sory Com-

mittee on Urban. Renew-
al

Apprmsul Of
UR Project -
Under Wa

Acqmslt ion lappralsers from a
St. Louis, Mo. firm arrived in
Champaig; “Tuesday and began
appraisals the . Northeast Ur-
ban Renewal Project 1 area
Wednesday aﬁemoon
I Representauves of Roy Wenz-
ic

Kgge _conducting
dppraisals arg nthony Ciarleg-
lio, 9cut1ve vice president of

theq Vinston Miller,
maxﬂ;g"c sxs agpralser Ken
Wu‘lféjgﬁ?‘{ iser  engineer;
and . llecton, Allen Kol
|and John m na]d a i

| ) Gensemm: :

duector of a.

n making  the

,hi‘s offlce co;; a '§ec-
‘ond appraisal fi de on the
same propertie by A

local profess essional appr
Gensemer said he hoped re51-
dents in the p; oJect area would

gams in first two years; after that age

lstance on 50-50 matching basis.™

|
|
1

T ——

., the actual steps andjh
.|results of the renewal pro
{undertaken with the cooperation

orrams" m two  cities are
picted 'in two films Da
Gensemer, Ch&;npalgn dir
of urban renewal has obtained
for showing here because the |
films * should be of value in
Champalgns own renewal pro-
jects. :
One of the fllms is entltled
“Take a Giant Step’” and it is}|
concerned with the actual acti:
ties unde);ﬁaken at Little’
Ark., “to lift the city by Jts o
boot-straps 22 :
Gensemer will show this f]lm !
at a meeting of the Northeast|
Neighborhood Committee in ghe
City Hall at 7 30 pm W
day night. 1
This film, Gensemer said, ¥
be of particular interest to ]
nessmen because it shows
Little Roek has done and pl
to do in renewing its ce
business distriet. + 1
Both of the films, Gensemem;'
Sald are available for show-

vic and service organi-
‘fihons %h %{HS will be loaned'}
or he will bring a projector and|
show the films himself, he sald

Urban Renewal

35
~

o

said Gensémep, who: has lived
m Me Rock, is ecencerned _with
u(’oan renewal program

color and has sound, was made

for Ux:ban Pregr
po&ed’

‘renewal.

mer said, starts out with a. bus
tour of Little Rock and

-all community or, gamzah’qns

fona city-wide basis. g

?@Ws vghat results
city-wide éoope'rae
rand 1t has a few sugges-
tibm. My hope is that in show-
i a‘»l groups it will
rest of these local
workmg for ap-4

reasons why it is necessary;and

_{desirable. Liitle Rock is called!

%S%s Phases

ang Was ‘prepared by the Cham- ‘-
of Commerce of that city.
s a documentary fllm that

i unity Renew. al’
| gram” under the Federal Hous-
ing Act. Gensemer sald b

& “A Community Renewal Pro-
,”'  Gensemer said, is a
pregram that will show a plan
of redevelopment and renewal
of a city. It shows the phases of
renewing and redeveloping a
city and mcludes an investiga-
tion of the fmancxal support for
such‘a program, he said.
This film, he said, was made as.
a tool in getting the story across|
to the people of Omaha that
there was a need for concerted
action in_keeping the eity in
good condition through a Com—
munity Renewal Program.
It has been estimated by Little
Rock authorities that during the

Part of the ~ 45 minate fﬂfnf‘ ,
: 'gnt gnd $3 in new industrial
1here The film, which is in“ :

ess, Inc., com- -
Little Rock business- |

orked on getting the §

; }ea renewed, and the |.
thﬂe Ro Housing Authority, |,
which is eoncerned both wuh;
‘publ;c housing and with urban ;

“Take a Giant Step,” Gense- ‘

f‘?{n 1
n

20-year : revitalization  period .
there, new construction in cen-|
tral Little Rock will amqunt to}
103,300,000.
The urban renewal pmJect in
Little;Rock is known as “Cen-
dttle Rock’’ and will take
] ars in itself, but the im-
petusythe program gives to new
construction is expected to .be
realized over a 20-year period.
$103.3 million expected to be
\spent includes an expected $23
ﬂhon in new office building'
ities, $4.2 million in new re-!
g;l facilities, $2.5 million in new |
g} and motel facilities, $20
million in residential develop-|

Givol Breakdown el

‘“Tms adds up_to. 352,70000&
v > investment projects
s rts ‘center and the Arkan- |
sas  Exchange Bui
1';0 another $5.6 1 T

The sum of § Ilion will he
spent for rehabilitation projects
making a total:potential m'lva#
1nvestment“oﬂ478 3 million. ©

The public inyestment of fed-
eral and local funds is expected
to amount to $25 million, ‘mgking.
the total investment in'the re-
vitalization program for Little
Rock $103.3 million for the 20-
year period from 1960 to 1980.

Gensemer said Champalgn s
urban rgnewal No. 1 ﬁg}éct
|a I mean a total invest-
| ment of " million in the  area
|over the next 10, years. He saic
|it is expected the public invest-

ént will amount to $1.3 rmlhon

roject 1 Area. s

Thls should bring,  based on
urban renewal'projects in other
cities,” a potential “total invest-
ment that could exceed $6 mll-
.iron, Gensemer said.

He said a total investment in
that amount in the Project 1
Area ‘‘was entirely conceivable”
in the next 10 years.




FREome of the members-of=-the-Soonaiine:
Council of Champaign Council are: con-
eemed with local tax rates and money
that must be raised for local wellare
legencles. Before they rush to get the
federal money, they would do well to

fgencies will be expected to pay balf
the cost of the programs developed by
the $1,000-a-month director and his staff.
" The budget to be considered Thursday
Mt was dralted by social workers, who
‘gep great opportunities' in the War on
Poverty.

‘We shire their concern for people
'who need help. We share their desire to
‘do- something about such things as une
\@erprivileged children, high school drop-
guts, training to make a living, job ecum-
geling, health services, and .the other
things lisind as possible projeet for the
Dew cobil. | _ i wto T h e
But The News-Gozette would be ghiric
fog @ civic duty and responsibility i€ we
4id pot guestion whether the .
gew bureaucracy of social workers fis
pepestary 10 accomplish = the desired

i

j¢ monoy Is available, couldn't it be
for benefit of ‘' poor people’’ in bet-
tet ways than a $1,000-a-month director
plus seeretaries, data analyst, research
and study aides? ;
- Champaign County ;sh'ei;dy has many
welbirained and well-paid P
soclal workers. It has good existing
Fan There are munyh:m-gge:
encics ‘anxious to p. ame-
mﬂ gtenmly has many able and willing
yolunteers. There is great technical know-
how gvailable at the University of Illmo!s;
We just cen't believe that this kind o
s)iatle Pentagon’ has to be organized be-
fope the War on Poverty ean be fought
Caampalgn County.
h‘I'ttlrty-l":‘ilm persons are scheduled to
mest Thursday night in the Champalign
City Council Chambers %0 formally or-
‘ ‘ganiz the Economic Qpportunlty cwmn.
of Champaign County” and consider thd
budgst doveloped by the goclal workers.
Soma of these council members are act-
jng 88 individuals. Most of them repre-
pent politicel, civic, welfare, or charit-
able erganizations, to' whom they - are

4

i

udget much more detailed and reel
:.:tlwy befcre it is adopted.

" The eounty treasurer, who collects all
the real and personal property taxes in
Ohampaign County, makes $9,000 a year.
The Champaign County {reasurer, along
with the army of federal tax collectors,
eould work overtime to. finance
{he programs which a new $12,000-a-
year general. of social workers could
develop s+, + » AN there still may be
latle e *poor people” whom the

Was on Poverty is supposed 10 liberate.

‘eonsider that two years hence the local’ 3

y 19 per cent of the fam-
at this time believe that
want to move out of Project

That information is among the
data collected in recent inter-
views of all families living in
the urban renew

al project area.

ary indicated that |

annual income of
i lis considered to

UR PROJECT OFFICER

James L. Williams, 43, of
507 E. Columbia Ave. has
been named relocation officer

_Questioning families who de-
sired to buy new homes, the
_that 34.8 per

$100 a :_moptﬁ apartment would:

. interviewers

strange pro ¢
extreme had

the rent subsidy scheme cleared f
the House committee,” he said. | }




dtllm‘

This Is Our
about Omaha, Neb.,

of Commerce of that city.

unity Renewal Pro-

ing Act. Gensemer sald
" Shows Phases

A Commumty Renewar Pro-
oram,” Gensemer said, is a
program that will show a plan
of redevelopment and renewal
of a city. It shows the phases of |
irenewing and redeveloping al
city and mcludes an investiga-
tion of the financial support for
such'a program, he said.

This film, he said, was made as

Ito the people of Omaha that
there was a need for concerted
action in_ keeping the city in
good condition through a Com-—
munity Renewal Program. :

It has been estimated by Little
Rock authorities that during the |
20-year revitalization period ’.
there, new construction in cen-/
tral Little Rock will amqunt to
; The urban renewal pmJect in

petus{the program gives to new
cons_ﬁ“uct]on is expected to be!
realized over a 20-year period.

Cl y % 1
s' was prepared by the Cham- !

It is a documentary film that|
dep icts, why Omaha went into a|.

gram" under the Federal Hous-

a tool in getting the story across|

$103.3 million expected to be
spent includes an expected $23
imillion in new office building

acilities, $4.2 million in new re-
T facilities, $2.5 million in new

dte; and motel facilities, $20°
xhil]lon in residential *develop-|
{ment gnd 33 in new industrial
space. e o

leu Breakdown

- This adds’ up to. $52,700,000,
‘private investment pragecﬁ
ports center and the Arkan-

sés Exchange Bui add up.
o another $5.6 1 o
The sum of § lion will h

spent for rehabilitation ‘;hb)ec,{s,j
makmg a total:potential pnvaﬁs
investment: of. $78.3 million. ©
The public inyestment of fed-
eral and local- funds is expected
to amount to $25 million;’ making!
the total investment in'‘the re-
vitalization program for Little
Rock $103.3 million for the 20-
year period from 1960 to 1980.
Gensemer said Champaign’s
urban renewal No. 1 gﬂéct
area cou d mean a ‘total invest-
ment of $6 million in the’ area
the next 10, years. He ssaid
is expected the public invest-
ment will amount to $1.3 nulhon
“Project 1 Area. 2
~ This should bring, based on
‘urban renewal projects in other
cities, ' a potential “total invest-
ment that could exceed $6 mll-
,:h‘cn, Gensemer said.
" He said a total investment in
that amount in the Project 1
Area ‘‘was entirely conceivable”’
in the next 10 years. i

“Cammumtyl Rene’Wal ;
erams’”’ in two cities are y
picted 'in two films D
Gensemer, Champaign dlreetar\
of urban renewal has obtained
for showing here because the
films * should be of value in
Champaign's own renewal pro—
jects. .

One of the fllms is entlt]ed
“Take a Giant Step’”’ and it is|
concerned with the actual ac'av?m
ties underfaken at Little’ R%c
Ark., ‘“‘to hft the city by its
boot-straps.”’

Gensemer will show this film |
at a meeting of the Northe: st
Neighborhood Committee in ..
City Hall at 7: 30 pm W

day night. L
This film, Gensemer sai
be of particular interest to
nessmen beeause it shows v?flai !
Little Roek has done and pla%s :
to do in renewing its centraL
business distriet. ¢

Both of the films, Gensemer
said, are available for sho‘ﬁ- 5
mg by clvgc and service organi- |
'zations. The films will be loaned:}
or he will bring a projector and{'
show the films hlmself he said.

N

Urban Renewal

in Little Rock, is concerned with |

color and has sound, was made

downtown
Little Ri

renewal.

mer said, starts out with a bus
tour of Little Rock andputlmes
the actual steps and. thé actual
| results of the renewal progra,m
. undertaken with the cqopex:atwn
of all community or gamzatmns
{on'a city-wide basis. i)
X m’g WS what results eargbtv
| obt by city-wide eoopera-
|tionrand it has a few sugges-
tfous..Mv hopg is that in show-
ing it to local groups it will
whet the mterect of these local
i

er said, - ook part m the overall|
| rehablhtatmp pro;ect at Little
Rock and the film “‘shows the
results of 'this activity, and the
reasons why it is necessary.and

Part of the ~“12-minute filﬁi,j
said Gensemer, who has lived|.

the urban renewal prourarn 4
‘|there, The tilm, which is 1ln‘

for Urhan Progress, Inc., com- |
posed of Little Rock business-|'
men; whc wmked on getting the :
area renewed, and the |-
‘Housing Authomty |
which is eoncerned  both with i |
‘public housing and with | urban ; >
;‘ D D. Gensemer
“Take a Giant Step,” Gensea

desirable. Little Rock is called!

UR COMMITTEE.

ON ;
Henry R. Spies, 711 |
Hamilton, C, was ap- |

pointed Tuesday by the
Champalgn City Council
as vice chairman of the
Citizen's Advisory Com-
mittee on Urban. Renew-
a]

Apprulsul Of
UR Project
Under Way

Acqwsmon appralsexs from a

i St LOUIS, _Mo. firm arrived in
Champalgn “Tuesday and began *@l
appraisals. in the Northeast Ur- W
ban Renewal Project 1 area to $

Wednesday afternoon.

Representatives of Roy Wenz-| ‘D

lick and Co. who are conducting
appraisals are Anthony Ciarleg-| -
Jio,
the. e

ser
erton Allen Kc]h

| current informatlon on

. months to- compl

iothe o

xecutive vice president of pr()]dét! have op
mpmimWipston Miller,| origin
market analysxs appraiser; Ken and will be in
engineer;, surVey‘.

Aprmer%f
Survey Will
‘Be Updated

A survey of apwtmmt mm
in Cham

paign, completed in
April 1964, will be updated soon
by the Champaxgn Chamber of
Commerce’s Housmg Comnuﬁa

»a’

The comxmttee, headed
Donald Whitsitt, - will

ber, type, size anémnfg_l
of Epatttx;ents in the city.

The original survey,
was begun in 1963 and :

most valuable
s plnnnhxg,

apartment uniﬁs &
these, 1,714 we
and 959 unfurnished "'.,‘:
’Bhe survey found 604 tw
u apartments, 066 th

i room, $75;
to - $100; three
110 i} and a

al survey |

{ond appraisal to

same properhes,' b

loeal professmnal apprfﬁser
Gensemer said he hoped resi-

dents in the project area would

cooperate s‘vxth  appraisers

POssl]

Each of the confg‘aguy repre-
sentatlves s being provided a
u’§tum and iflen-

Nod % 5 M‘

Northeast Nexghbo 5d: Th
neighborhood is bounded on the
north by Bradley, on the east
by Wright, on the west by the
ICRR tracks and on the south
‘by Springfield.

Plans call for extensive re-
development of Douglass Park-
Washington School complex and
‘acquisition of land, probably
| through urban renewal, for a
new park in fhe southem sub-
Ineighborhood -

Addii;ioml a.creage acqmred
iwould increase Douglass Park-
Washmgton School to 10 acres.
'The present complex would
probably be expanded to the
northwest

In the southern part ot the
dﬂ‘,@hborhwd plans call for ac-
: ;xve acres for a park

; glass and other
parks a!”spm as open space be-
comes aﬁ%ble.x






















By David Witke

- Approximately 90 homes in
Champaign’s first urban renew-
‘al area are slated for rehabili-
tation, according to city urban
‘renewal Director David Gense-
mer. ;
As presently contemplated,
this would be approximately 38
per cent of the 236 structures in
the Project 1 area. =

The homes to be rehabilitated
are those which stand on plots
designated for residential use
]and -which, through #epairs by
the owner, can be brought up to
[city standards. S
i Gensemer stressed this empha-
isis on rehabilitation while dis-
cussing a speech made recently
ion that subject by William Slay-
‘ton, national urban renewal com-
/missioner.
| Gensemer said that because
{so _much of the local project
iwould involve rehabilitation
{work, the points made by Slay-
{ton are very applicable here.
. Slayton described structural

 portunity for redevelopment,”

of repairing, remodeling and re-
§to’ring rather than demolish-
ing.”

He emphasized that both re-
habilitation and clearance are

integral and complementary
parts of an effective renewal
program. :

 He criticized virban renewal
‘critics who approach the situa-
tion in an “‘either-or”” fashion.
This, he said, includes “‘those
who inveigh angrily against the
bulldozer as a symbol of evil
and mount the campaign for
rehabilitation, not on the basis
of the program’s basic merit,
but as a means of countering
clearance. . . e 5 %
- “To push for rehabilitation:

for is to deny the city its op-
‘e said. -

' Such factors as detrimental
land uses and irreparable dila-
pidation can make clearance
the only effective treatment he
said.

vehabilitation as ‘‘the concept

1 I‘e&% LLOLIIES
Could Stay If Repaired

where clearance is ‘truly called|

mes

and “spot clearance and new or
improved public improvements|
can provide new life and vigor.” |

One of the common -deficien-|
cies of cities engaged in urban
renewal is tardiness by the city
in accomplishing its own public
improvements, according = to
Slayton. ‘ ==

“Frequently property owners
of the area are told to improve
their gmpe rty while the city
drags its feet on its own im-
provements. |

“I have seen in some cities a|
delay in installation of their own!
improvements that has discour-|

ed  private rehabilitation,’
when prompt city action would
have encouraged it,” Slayton
said. e =

These city improvements in-!
clude such work as street wid-
ening, street closing, street re-|
surfacing, tf¢"planting, and new
schools — ajl integral parts of an
effective . renewal pro-

In other cases, rehabilitation

—

gram, Slaytort said.

URBAN RENEWAL REDOUBLED. The League of
Women Voters of Champaign €ounty has released a
60-page study on Urban Renewal in Champaign.

study examines the inherent p

vate housing, discusses the elements of a workable hous-

ing program, and makes a set

approved by League members. : ‘
Lers presented copies of the study to Champaign City

Council members Tuesday n

The

roblems in public and pri-

of recommendations to be
Two committee mem-

ight. The study is also

available to the public.

low.

isis of the elementsiqﬁ.afwomf
able . program’ 4 -discussion 7ok
public and -privately develop::
housing, and the role of wah
fare services in urban renewdm
The report states Urbans
Minimum Standards. _H ou mpgl
'Ordinance, adopted jointly withy
{Champaign in 1953., and applis
| cable to rental units only, has
'never been extendeq to 1nqlug}g-;
| owner-occupied housing as wellg
Now that the urban renewal
\program has started in Cham=
| paign, the need for such am

\extension of the ordinan sis.

e

rurgent ifs pressures
housing supply-«in :Urbana "
‘not to result in increased dets
lioration and dilapidation,
{LWV says. 5 !
! This situation is “espeé
ally unfortunate” mnot t
Urbana has made suc
progress in the redevelg]
ment of its central b
section, the

Ordinané
ceupied hous-

1, t_é'getherl

News-Gazette Photo by Robert Arbuckle

Receiving their copies left to
right are: Ralph Smalley, Kenneth Stratton, Mayor Em-
merson V. Dexter, Seely Johnston, and Virgil Wikoff.
League members making the presentation are left to
right, Mrs. Don Burkholder and Mrs. George W. Bar-
Mrs. Burkholder and Mrs. Robert Bader, chair-
man of the committee, wrote the study.
was a sub-committee chairman.

“

Mrs. Barlow

Project

-or'- : 2

M;Ygg‘g“?agen JWarren, Brown. |
~5ald. Be recalled sending no

|sueh resolution,
{++*Councilman

then asked tha;
tabled until a]]
| be

Present. This

Seely  Johnston|
t the motion be |
councilmen could!
was passed

|

I

‘'sandblastin ine —HGE€A jUnanimously. Counci] i
Watmofig’g :;;cripomtmg é!nd |1am Skelton and F‘ranlx(n ggho‘g,]lg-
was cleaned Soichar ,»Th@ b!'xck were absent, 4
color and the byilgs Js origina]  Before voting to {able the mo-|
tive scrollwork agen,” decora- fion, Stratton said: “I hope fhis,
noticeable, , =2 became is not another ‘permanent table’
5 %_—\, ~for the sake of aJ citizens of |

Champaign, not Jjus

eact noichhawle a3 1

t the north-

Sy, 4 4 &Lﬁh;
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Stratton In Appeal
For Fair Housing =

Stratton reminded the  @0un. |
feil: “Exactly’ one year | ?gf
appealed 'to ‘this council to ‘ag.
sume leadership and responsi-
Bility for ending housing segi
gation in Champaign. It was)
proposed at the time that the
Champaign City Council take
.Aaction by resolution asking the

By HAL ALEXANDER  |tion of Iocal civil rights gl

News-Gazette Staff Writer

“Are we less than men"#
conscience? What are we w
ing for?” T

With these words, Coune
man Kenneth O. Stratton p
monished his fellow council
men at the regular Tue;g@_{a
meeting of the Champaign City
Couneil for what he called ‘a
“lack of leadership” in ending’
housing discrimination in the
city. ; % 0

1

two main arcas — ending “of

R

in public hous [ 7 0 2 S aee.  [nethod.”
by the city manager| tﬁe It without discrimind: |.gead the Way , ;
" discriminatory? prae~ i iu! Stratton terminated his state-

m;ﬁé local
[ag@is.

A motion by ‘n‘-attoxi'to‘éé'v
a resolution calling for ¢
county housing authority ‘ask- |

real es%

tions be handled on a *‘fi
tadled until all council mem-
bers ecould be presentul%
members were absent fro
the Tuesday meeting. -
Stratton’s motion for a study
of real estate practices by the
second. )
In his opening statement,
Stratton predicted the resump-

'; f"éeveral_ times over the
months, I have a’cterm),téi}r

* Stratton called for __actic"mi%ﬁf

policies * of "th &

\ing that public housing applicz" ‘outside interference ?
come, first served’' basis was 4

city manager died for lack of We ourselves ought to do?

s : . Champai ; .
onstrations — with thevpossilili i i, Ny Housin

ity of outside leadership.staD
‘t_he council aé’cepted.g»;mi-:] 'and the real estate agents s|

on  of ;'“;gspansible leader: houses without prejudice - o
£ : ‘2ighi  |either owner or pros ectiv
Failed® bles.  |buyer.” s 3

&

«E%f: » fi}'l;atton said these requests
= o wi®  'had been backed by demonstra-
get Negro families placed i  fions  Thace dernonétratio:s

public housing outside
R nibeact Neigh et Itw'ﬁ \Were criticized by some as the

i ; P lwrong wa i
said that things "could Deffer 'goale The govnay s OU
be 'accomplished in a nice, sion accepted the offer of a o

quiet, ‘don’t cause any |cilman to quietly lead negotia-

rps
£ f,ﬁtms :

‘way. This failed. ' i
< Where do we go from here? | ieqem on i
A ae ! -y C ons were called
we go back o the streets? off. To my knowledge, nothing

lic housing belongs to all the Babiine : !
ple and the Negro has a right ! e ac‘comphshed by this

I by saying: “If our com-
ma_ﬂity_ is anything like what we
‘boast it ; g,) : be, ‘é;,nb <lerﬂightened
mmunity,” we should have no
Mle in leading the way to
‘civil rights for all* citizens of
QChampaign."

 When his motion for g study
'df rveal estate agents pracfices
i¥ Champaign by the city mana-
©.| 'ger idied for lack of second,
Stratton said: “Well, that's the

»M ‘Procedure around here.”
HCouncilman Virgil Wikoff sec.
! %ﬁ'dﬁfhe motion for a resoly-
o be sent to the Champaign

%ﬁﬁi{  Housing Authority asking

S;‘%ﬁton also called for loeal
ons for local problems.. £ 4
Are we waiting for some out-
" leader like Martin Luthe

‘or SNCC to come int
‘mpaign so we can. ch'aﬂr

' “Are we waiting for the fe éﬁ%
1l government to step in so’
€an charge federal meddling in|
local affairs? %
Are We Timid?

¥ “‘Are we so timid that we must.
have our ‘uncle” from Washing- |
jon take responsibility for what

i Are we waiting for the goo&
people of Champaign to take to

. ) 2 of se i i
the streets and cause so much ; Shesation practices

b ?_’é!ied if a similar resolution

(Authority to adopt ‘first come.
first served” in public h using‘
how

|

|

dized - ) confusion that we will be! had'been sent duri

velop low-cost ing " to p;ly forced to act?” =10 B e yeal:-m:go the dem-
the higher cost of juvenile eé ) S ~Fhi :.-.35,‘ r
linquency, psychiatric care anc, D Bl S foward
other such services,” Bowles| -as]fgllglivénog ‘o lQ?vf,()St".tlse of
said. ‘tse P an B.Q SEIDN g

David Gensemer, new F}ham—
?paign' urban renewal dlrect_or
who moderated the pane} dis-
cussion, said ‘‘mever 1 5 1
seen a ggmmunity‘. ' ad-
vanced as Champaign
terest in an urban re
early in the project’s
\mer;,t." :
| Harold Sloan, execlt
‘tor of the Champaign
Housing Authority, was
to appear on the panel as.
uled.

-_—

tY9” the RW-MI'!MBTamsey

o, el

¥
. was

E;iy “through the involvement
Jof those persons in the program
'who are directly affected.” The

ing Executive Committee,

Pointing out that unemp.
ment rates for Negroes loc
are higher than those for Cau--
casians, and that the gap be-
tween median incomes for the
two races has been ‘“growing
teadily,” he stated th eaﬁﬁ:y
Gt M Z

their qu: y meeting ' that
the a.ctilcx;Emt 6;;%3; “long overdue.
Chairman Oscar Steer recalled
that it had been eight to 10
years since a similar raise in|
limits had been studied.

Pursuant to the board’s ac-
tion, one person must have an
rannual income- not to exceed
$3,400 to qualify; two persons,

|said, is that directives from fed-

$3,600 annual; three or four
|persons, $3,800; five or six per-
!'sons, $4,000; and seven or
'more $4,200.
0Old Maximums
Former maximums stood at
$3,100 for onme or two people;
$3,300 for three or four; $3,500
for five or more.

For each dependent minor
in a family, the gross income
earned by a]l members is re-|
duced by $100. Together with|
other deductions possible, a|’
man earning $5,000 could feas-|
ibly qualify for public housing
if he had a large family, the
board members discovered.
Housing director Harold
bers some of the reasoning

Sloan explained to the mem-
{behind his- s@ggestion for. mak-
ing the increase in maximum
put it v e high and low
limitation ~range of various
other authorities. h
20 Per Cent Low

Another  consideration, he

eral officials in the regional of-
|fice in Chicago allowed the local |.
authorities to set maximum eli-|.
gibility limitations not to exceed|,
20 per cent below the low stand- |’
ard for private housing figured|.
on the basis of a family moving ]
into a new home. :

Sellers of the Iowest priced|
houses in this area, Sloan ex-|
\plained, require that the princi-|
pal wage earnier miake at least|
$4,600 annual wage.

The monthly payme the
lowest priced new home built
by private developers is approx-
/imately $85 per month, Sloan
i|said; and based on a study by
several utility companies, the
utility bill for a three-bedroom
home runs approximately $27
per month for all utilities, in-|
cluding water, waste disposal,|’
electricity and fuel.

Board member Glenn Fuliz
suggested eligibility = changes
‘may be made more often in the
future, in keeping with rises in

the cost of living in general.












of Housing

and Urban Affairs at the Cab-

inet level awaits only the
President’s signature.

It is not expected that this
final gesture will be long in
“coming, The Cabinet-level de-
_partment has commanded a
prominent place on the Presi-
‘dent’s list of must legislation.

_As the problems of urban

planne& and concerted effort.
The many federal agencies
‘that have grown up in re-
" sponse to these problems will
‘now be under the roof of a

- out a Cabinet-level voice. -

single exeeuhved@rﬁeﬁ 7;
The creation of a Depart-
ment of Housing and Urbam.
Affairs makes further sense b
cause America is now an
ban country with predo
inantly urban problems. It has
been the past experience in.-
other areas of American hfee‘
that problems seldom coms- ., |

> lified families will be
able to live in decent, private-
ly-l:& lomes for 25 per cent
come. Certain home-
with less than $3,000
income will be able to
eceive home improvements
nts up to $1,500.
1ese measures aid the poor
lderly in the one most
e and least control-
!;?b"e item in their budgets—
cost of housing.
he new law has the poten-
‘for not merely placating
'[RMY!‘ but offering’ to them
ine assistance in escaping

gain effective legislation with-

Finally this
~ national agenaes
good example for stat
low. Local initiative could
stimulated and local effort
made more effective with bet-
ter regional and state-wide co-
ordination.
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mpaign County Housing
hority director Harold Sloan
day said the figure cited
* in the week in a release

a housmg project for
ly in Champaign representsr

sald this appears to be a
routine initial allocation from
the Public Housing  Admin-
istration for this type of proﬂ
]ect

gnoeated thus far
for the mject is $1,120,455,
which is about 90 per cent of
the total lgan ggphoatmn of
$1,244,951. 22
He said the remainder of the
funds shogldbefe?rthcom,;ng

k

New Members
Of Champaign
Commissions

‘lin session for only 17 minutes

|| Henry Spies,

{| two-year term.

The council voted fo annex
Hessel Manor into the city. A
petition by the property owning
corporation asked the annexa-
tion.

The council authorized the
city clerk and city treasurer to
reinvest $23,000 of urban renew-
al funds and to invest the $22,-
000 income in urban renewal
funds for this quarter, making
a total of $45,000 earmall\ed for
urban renewal.

‘The council also authorized
the investment of $20,000 of

Tem‘ahve Plans
Ready Sept. 1

The tentative plan for Ur-
ban Renewal Project Area
‘1 is expected to be returned
with recommendations from
the Citizen's Advisory Com-
mittee on Urban Renewal by
Sept. 1, City Manager War-
sen Browning said Wednes-

ay.

After the plan is refurned,

The Champaign City Council,

Tuesday, approved appoint-
ments to three city commis-

1

Slcgjps)i)ointed Were: parking system revenue. ! \t’cl;]jl ngzzp?:’gnstcéty Council
it . s e S udy session
Human Relations ~Commis- to approve the plan tenta-

sion: Joseph L. Clark, one-year
term; Rev. John P. Deane, fwo-
year term; and Mrs. William
Boone, two-vear term.

Citizen’s Advisory Commitiee
on Urban Renewal: Roscoe
Tinsley, Robert Zachary and
all three-year
terms: and Ralph W. Hopkins,

vely.

After tentative council ap-
proval is secured, - expected
in mid- Sept@mber the city
will contract to have engi-
: neeymg studies dpne in the

Champaign’s
Annual Tax
Levy Passed

The Champaign City Councll

: s ~a "public
s nasJ.!tmg will be held and fi-
approval of the City |

Appeals Board

Zoning Board of Appeals:
Leonard T. Flynn and Eugene
Suggs, four-year terms; and
Donald Dyer, two-year term.
In other action, the council
approved a resolution supple-
menting the joint city-state
improvement on Mattis to in-
clude city compliance with the
1964 Civil Rights Act, a ncces-
sity in order fo receive federal
funds for the project.

The council also adopted a

Tuesday passed the annual city — Council will be sought. Ex.

$as ey whichiEheull result\ ~ecution of the plan then will
begm Final Council action

s éxpected in December

in a tax increase of less than
one ceht per $100 assessed prop-
erty valuation. 7
According to projected fig-|,
ures, the new tax rate should be
pproximately 63.5 cents per
$100 assessed valuation as com-
pared to the present rate of
62.84 cents.

City Manager Warren Brown-
ing said the new rate was com-

puted on an estimated tax base
of $169 million, an increase of
$2.7 million over the las com-
piled baSe

| resolution amending their co-
operatlon agreement with the
Champaign County Housing Au-
thority to provide for the con-
struction of 24 more low—rent
units. T

Councﬂman Virgil Wik
said this would allow con tm;:—
tion of 24 units for the elderly
on E. White in conjunction

parel
ent levy. =3

The C_ouncﬂ also passed the
street and bridge fund levy cal-
ling for a total of $74,000 rev-

\

with plans of the housing au-{lupe.
thority. l e
Add One Story

He said one story would be
|added to present facilities and
fcalled it a “reasonable and
| buildable complex.’




Bury Cdblesu
Underground

By JOHN PIERSON
Special to The News-Gazette
. WASHINGTON — The Feder-
al government has_launched a
b -
campaign to bury those ugly
power and telephone lines.

The campaign includes an
old carrot and a new stick.
The stick is that from now

on the Federal Housing Admin-
. istration (FHA) is going to re-
- quire developers to put lines un-
~ derground unless they can show
~ that this would be much too
costly.
- FHA isn't anticipating any
refusals, but a developer who
failed to comply could lose his
- FHA financing. FHA makes
home mortgages more attrac-
tive to lenders by insuring re-
g,payment of the loans.
The carrot is that under-
ground lines make a house
‘more  attractive: ‘aﬁd thus

.-'Underground cables will be
mandatory except where ‘the
cost is way out of line with the
return. If the housing develop-
ment’s built on solid rock, for|!
example, the government isn’t
going to require the builder to|
blast a trench. '

Each case will be handled in-|
dividually by FHA field per-
sonnel. > / ]

One problem may be a re-
luctance by power and tele-
phone companies to install un-
derground lines. If the builders
are willing but the utilities
companies refuse. FHA officials
do not plan to penalize the
builders.

FHA’s action follows the
White House conference on
natural beauty. One of the con-
ference’s 14 panels focused its
attention on the problem of
unsightly overhead wires.

Among the panel’s recom-
mendations:

—Utility companies  should
not only plan to install under-
ground cables in new develop-
ments but should try to put
existing overhead wires under-
ground. It's estimated that util-
ities have some 10 billion pres-
ently invested in overhead lines.

— Electric power companies
should try to share trenches
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CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIER ”-'

By Susan Bierstein

A survey of housing in Cham-
paign - Urbana, the first of its
kind made here is being com-
pleted by the Federal Housing
iAdmmlstratmn in Springfield,
FHA director Roy E. Yung said
Tuesday.
| Started two months ago at the
request of Yung’s office, the
survey is expected to show addi-
tional housing needs in the two
cities. The final report is sche-
duled for release in about 30
days, Yung indicated.

He said the FHA research and
statistics division was asked to
make the study ‘‘anticipating

interest rate projects.”

The survey “was in the reg-

FHA Slzmg Up
‘Housing Marke

— Live in substandard he

— Have had dwelling de
ed by a natural disaster

Under the new program,
will insure mortgages on
ing to be built by non - |
cooperative or limited di
sponsors, Yung explaine
nancing will be at the mar
terest rate, currently 5.2
cent plus % per cent moi
insurance premium.

Implementing procedure
erating instructions and

ations will soon be release
cording to Yung.
Impiement Renewal

He pointed out that own

there would be additional re-|existing bui_ld_ings_ will not
| quests in regular apartment pro-|fy for participation in th
jects as well as in below-market subsidy program becaus

government hopes to sti
development of new housis

vsgith gas, water and other utili-
ties. This would reduce the
overall cost.

‘ular course of business,” he ex-|to discourage perpetuat
plained. “Since there’s so much slum conditions. . -
activity in the multi- and single-) Rent subsidies will “he
family residence field, it would|plement urban renewal b
be well to have a market analy-|they will increase inter
sis made.” the part of people suj

A supplemental sudy may be housing,” Yung said.
made to determine how many| His office already ha
Champaign - Urbana residents “several inquires” from
—ill qualify for the new federal ers. .

.t subsidy program, signed in-| Other sections of the nes

Need For Public HouSmg

By DOUG BALZ
News-Gazette Staff Wrifer
If the 1965 Housing and Urban

Development Act, signed by
President Johnson Aug. 10 is
favorably received by private
contractors and builders, there
will be “less need for public
housing,” Roy E. Yung said
here Tuesday.

Yung, Federal Housing Ad-
ministration director for this
area, discussed the provisions
of the new housing act at a
meeting of the American Busi-
ness Club.

One of the provisions of the
act will provide rent supple-
ments for qualified individuals.
To be eligible for the supple-
ments, a person must be eligible
for public housing, and there-
fore in a low income family,
Yung said.

Set Requirements

Additionally, the perSon must
meet one of the following re-
quirements: must be displaced

years of age or older; physic-
ally handicapped; living in sub-
standard housing; or be victim
of a natural disaster.

The low income person pays
25 per cent of his income for
rent, and as the income in-
creases, the rent will increase,
to the extent of 25 cents on the
dollar, Yung said.

He said several contractors
and developers have already
made inquiries about the act.

The act also provides a new
home mortgage insurance pro-
gram for veterans who have not
received any home financing as-
sistance through the veterans
administration, Yung said. Un-
der this provision of the law, no
down payment is required on
the first $15,000 of the FHA’s
estimate of the home’s value.
$200 Minimum

Ten per cent down is required
for the next $5,000 of value, and
15 per cent for the value' above
$20,000 to a maximum mortgage

by governmental action; 62

tions require the veteran te |
make a minimum cash invest=
ment of $200, Yung said.

FHA’s new regulations' link
the maximum home mortgage

proved by FHA or the Veterans
Administration and inspected
by either agency during con-
struction — to the buyer’s abil<
ity to pay. If he ean meet pay-
ments under a 30-year term, the
longer term will not be used.

The 1965 act also authorizes
the FHA to make payments for
one year for home buyers who
default on their mortgages be-
cause of unemployment through
cutback or closing of a federal
installation.

Yung said the FHA has great-
ly increased its volume. of busi-
ness over the past years. The
volume has increased about 75
per cent over 1960. Defaults have
decreased from 533 in 1964 to
431 in 1965, he said, and ac-
quisitions have decreased from

amount of $30,000. FHA regula-

273 in 1964 to 203 in 1965,

term—35 years for homes ap=

i law after the survey began.

ing bill provide liberalizs

Speakmg before the Ch a m-| mortgage terms for servi
iign - Urbana American Busi-|and veterans and for
sss Club, Yung outlined quali- valued above $20,000,
»ations for rent subsidies. Re-|existing mortgage and 1
dents must be eligible for pub-|surance authorizations f
: housing and must fulfill ‘one.year and authorize FHA {
more of the following speci-| payments for one year

rations:

half of home buyers w

_ Have been displaced by fault on their mortgages |

me sort of government action of unemployment throu

— Be 62 or older

— Be physically handicapped

back or closing of a fed
stallation.

‘Wedfiesday ‘morning - pres

Jderences

land use were

;{?»d e
Acrordmg o the sta
the CAC beheves plans a

‘‘generally -

conceived,” but points out “' Y

in the project'l area will aff ot
|race relations in Champai@r 11

Some Outsgide

The CAC says'iurther b' ;
|renewal can help bring abb‘ﬁA

]lr‘te("l atlon and

tmn and fhus re: @m‘
Cx‘fy Council - 1o - e@




Areaousing
Occupancy
Rate96.6%

A survey conducted in the
Champaign - Urbana area June
23 by the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration showed 3.4 per cent
of all residences and apartments
vacant and 955 new units under |
construction. :

Conducted in cooperation with
the post offices in Champaign,
Urbana, Rantoul and Homer, the

Rotary Hears Problems:

7 3 e

Renewal Affect Urbana

asserted. She charged that the|scattered apartments here and
University has takenlarge pieces |there.

of land off the tax rolls without| Mrs. Burkholder also spoke
much advance warning to givejof the area around Lincoln

the city a chance to compen-|Square as a potential blight
area if something is not done

about it. At the same time, she

By Jean Andrews
“Pressing in”’ by University of
{llinois expansion and Cham-
paign urban renewal are bring-
ing problems to Urbana that call
for new citizen interest, accord-|sate.

ing to Mrs. Don Burkholder. Businesses Displaced
| In the course of her talk to

Urbana Rotary Club Tuesday, problem in “what to do with the
‘Mrs. Burkholder called for co- businesses on Goodwin Avenue”
wordination among public bodies, |that are being replaced by U. of

‘over - all planning and zoning, |I.

strict enforcement of a housing

code and citizen involvement.
Not only coordination between

housing and sanitary facilities,
but aiso cooperation with the
University is required, Mrs.

der said, would be high rise
apartments with first floor

'schools and parks, between|stores in that area.

of zoning in these matters.

Mrs. Burkholder spoke of a

expansion.
One possibility, Mrs. Burkhol-

She spoke of the importance

The city faces a problem of

complimented those responsible
for the ‘“new” concept of the
Square.

“Now that we have our foot
in the door for using federal
funds (for city planning), may-
be we can undertake some type
of urban renewal,” she remark-
ed -

“It behooves us all to think up
new ideas,” Mrs. Burkholder
stressed.

Mrs. Burkholder said that the

survey is the first of several|
plamged for Illinois cities, ac-
,cording to B. R. ‘Harper, assist-
ant FHA director in Springfield. |
Since the survey is the first,
thez:e were no other figures
available for comparison. -

The figures were gathered for
ghe FHA by mailmen in the four
owns. -

Results of the survey, releas-
ed Thursday, showed that of 32,

overcrowded housing, of blight,
as the University expands and
displaced persons from Cham-

913 dwellings included, 25,232
were residences (single - family
dwellings) and 7,681 were apart-

Burkholder of the League of

‘Women Voters pointed out. severe problem of uncontrolled

growth is one that must be work-

- “This is one place the Univer-

. oy tqr p
Fi dceds 1o take respons by move to Urbana, she explained.

and it has not met it yet,” she

—

aign’s urban renewal area

Without enough low cost hous-

ed out. She urged citizen parti-
cipation and interest.

oSS

ments. The vacancy rate for res-
idences was 2.3 per cent, and for
apartments, 7.1 per cent. There

ing, overcrowding will occur,
she feels.
She noted that Hays School in
north Urbana had 45 new pupils
in the last few months of the
term, the majority from Cham-

paign’s renewal area.
A good housing code and
strict enforcement of it by
“‘enough” inspectors ‘“‘can help
prevent overcrowding and the
deterioration that oceurs,” Mrs,
Burkholder indicated. # : Of 390 uni <
She urged long - range plan-| er, 3.1 per cg‘: ts%iy:gc;nn tHom.-
ning of apartments, rather than| of 4,983 units in Rantou] 44 ang
cent were vacant, Five v’vere puﬁ

were 299 residences and = 656
apartments under construction.

. Harper said there were an es-
timated 110 new home applica-
tions (for single - family dwel-
lings) filed for Champaign since
January, and 100 for Urbana.
There were 10 applications for
new construction in Rantoul, and
none in Homer.

390 Units in Homer

In Champaign: der construction in Homer and,
. = L \ - R 45 in Rantoul, l
Commls.smn P 0sts Fl“@d tes or Champorgy and wrpron

__ Total residences (single fam-
ily dwelliqgs) and apartments
surveyed in Champaign, 17,355
3 per cent vacant, with 396 us:
ed (previously lived in) and 118
new; under construction, 586,
Total residences and apart-
ments surveyed in Urbana, 10,-|

| A number of appointments to|coe Tinsley, owner of Tinsley’s '
‘various Champaign city com-|Cleaners; Robert Zachary, Hen-|.
|missions were announced Tue R.. S'pz:%,. edm:fBoflg)e Smf:;lll
day night and approved by es Council - Building Re-
City Council. Gl o Council, and :Rz.lphcow.
. TR ice presiden Jom-
Appointed to the Human Re- mercial  Bank I:)i " Champaign,

T <

—

lations Commission were Joseph
L. Clark, a Champaign school
teacher; the Rev. Fr. John P.

were appointed to terms on the
Urban Renewal Citizens = Ad-|

185; 3.8 per cent vacant, with,
235 used and 153 new; under
construction, 319 R

Deane, pastor of St. Mary's wanosi?‘r;s Commxttee ending June
Roman Catholic Church, and|'jeonard T Flynn, Eugene
Mrs. William Boone, chairman g oq d Donald D = :
of the Fair Housing Bureau. |- oo and Jonaid Dyer were re
3 - 2 |appointed to the Zoning Board

Clark’s term will expire June|of Appeals.
30, 1966, and Father Deane’s and| The terms of Flynn and Suggs of apartments s e
Mrs. Boone’s on June 30, 1967. | will end June 30, 1970, and that Chmﬂpmg,fnfs 6 we;'e Viieani. I.h]
| Four persons, including Ros-|of Dyer’s, June 30, 1968. & dences wer,e Qagaent?ei:t {'yfﬂf:l;
2.4 per cent, ; -

idg:dud:gd were 12991  res.
ces and 4,364 apartments in
Champaign, and 6,951 residenc.
es and 3,234 apartments in Ur-
hana. In both cities, 6.9 per cent




hnig’ ‘the new “department =

ban develop-

housing - -
ment.” All tha.t is needed now|

President ,Iohnsons sxgna—

~ The new sgencx :Was con-
~ceived in controversy and

- chances are it will continue |

~that way in years to come.
~The urban department will

be the first cabinet agency
~ created since the depart-
'ment of Health, Education

“np'lz years sge. et e
It will be the 11th Iederal de
pamnelht and, at the begi '

'~ the sma

The agenoys future growth|gl

‘could be as phenomenal as the
- me tropohfan explosion that
Spi awned it. i

Im’daliy th ,Adepartment bf

ing and urban development|a

‘be created merely by tak-|t

3 ‘one government sign|]
,and pﬂtﬁng up anotlm'r :

mgthe location of so
90 planned housing
the urban renewal p

opment.

|. The. reason




" Wednesday, Sept. 15, 1965—
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Ciﬁiéns.Ul;ggd to Consult Wi

To the Editor,
Sir: I read with- interest the
comments of the Reverend John
A. Taylor of Urbana’s Unitarian
Universalist Church with regard
ito the urban renewal program
fof the City of Champaign in
your issue of September 13. -
As an individual, and not as a
member of the Citizens Advisory
{Committee on Urban Renewal,
of which I am vice - chairman,
I believe that the Reverend Mr.

insight if, in one week of resi-
dence, he could determine the
attitudes and needs of the resi-
dents of northeast Champaign
with greater accuracy and un-
{derstanding than Councilman
Stratton; the Reverend Mr.
|Blaine Ramsey, Jr., Mr. Roscoe
Tinsley, and Mr. Robert Zackery
of the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee; Mr. George Pope, chair-
Iman of the Northeast Neighbor-
hood Committee and the many
residents of the area and the
entire city who have cooperated
in the development of the urban
renewal program.

The program, which will soon
be released to the public by the
City Council, will not produce
“Instant Utopia.” It will not in-
stantly eradicate prejudice eith-
ier. However, a great many peo-
ple are working very hard with
the program to prevent the es-
tablishment or continuation of a
“ghetto”, black, ‘“pastel” (fo
quote Rev. Taylor), or white.
1The week - old resolution of the
Champaign City Council on hous-
ing is a. reaffirmation of that
| I do believe that the urban

renewal program,asitis present-

|economic prejudice which is the

|plan, I believe that this

Taylor must have a great gift of |,

ly formulated, can and will be|;

east area. e
Since the Reverend M

suggestions as wi
I would be happy to
at any time, either
he has seen the |

consultation with the appropri:
ate committees and officials

produce a more effective :
than public statements whict
tend to undo many hours of ef-
rt devoted to the same end
which Reverend Taylor says he

wants. - m iz
_ HENRYR.SPIES

T

Magazlﬁesmbﬁm fir
. _Urban Renewal Hints
To the Editor,

special issue of Look deals w
“Our Sick Cities and How ]
Can Be Cured.” :

Since Champaign - Urbana is
one of the 225 metropolitan areas
of over 50,000 population, this

Especially for those who have
questions (one way or the other)
about urban renewal, downtown
deterioration, housing, edu-
cation, transportation; legisla-
tive reapportionment, and the
role of the Federal govenment.

pet panaceas but they do pre-

any constructive action)
what several citi -

Square, I st
that the

an important step toward the|in ou
Teﬁnﬁnaﬁon of the social and |this i

B E

st problem in the nori

Sir: The September 21, 1965

These won’t offer any

sent much needed factual back-
ground dafa (a prerequisite for
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resolution pledg:
and mayor to -
pattern of segrega
Champaign.

In voting for
Councilman

pointed out that it goes farther
than the council’s three Previous

statements
tions.

“This resolution is just a lit-

tle different,”

problem exists.”

Other resolutions, ad i
1?63 and 1965, were l(;g;edspleIf
cific and merely alluded to the
prpb!em: of segregation and dis-
crimination in } i
ling to Stratton. e
Blighted Areas

The resolution states that “a
pattern of segregation in -hous-
ing both perpetuates and aggra-
vates condition: causing blight-

ity.

detrimen

érn society and incompatible
with Champaign’s Urban re-
newal programs,

The statement also recogniz-
es the ‘‘right of every citizen
|to live in a residence wh i ch
.|meets at least minimum stand-
‘lards,” and that choice of resi-
f|dence should be limited only by

the individual’s means and not
by race. | : . %

To end discrimination the res-
olution formally commits the
mayor and city council to n\é
their authority to carry out, “in
both spirit and word,” local,
state and federal housing laws:

Urges Citizens x

Futhermore it pledges the city
tq “urge all citizons, both in-
dividually and as -groups, to
participate in ending the pattern
of segregated housing.”

Stratton said he hoped the
Spirit of the resolution will he
'followed by the community. He
a!so complimented the commu-
plty on the steps taken thus far
in meeting the housing problem,
“I feel many citizens of our
community are accepting the
progress being made in the field
‘of. open occupancy,” Stratton
|said. 4

Fqllowing passage of the res-
olution, George Pope told the
council “a good thing has hap-
pened this evening. ‘

-““It may not be quite as stro
as some would have wished.
but it is a good res'olution,g

Pope said. 3
Pope is a member of the

Champaign - Urbana Improve-

VARG A g =" = Rt e

Fair Housing
Resolution
To Council

Pledges Fair
Housing Push

By JIM KLOSOWSKI
News-Gazette Staff Writer

The Champaign City Couhcil

Tuesday unanimpﬂsly adopted a

cil

the resolution;
Kenneth Stratton

The Champaign City Council
Tuesday night will consider a
resolution pledging the mayor
to urge all local citizens and
groups to help end segregated
housing.

Routine approval is expected,
as City Manager Warren Brown-
ing described the resolution
Tuesday as a “reiteration of city
policy.”

The proposed resolution states

on housing condi-

e does recognize that %

that the mayor and council reec-
‘ogni,z,e that a person’s choice of
\housing should be limited only
by the individual’s means.

The resolution says that a
pattern of housing discrimina-
tion is detrimental to the aims
of modern society, is not com-
|patible with the city’s Urban
|Renewal program, and both per-

petuates and aggravates condi-

tions causing blighted areas
within the city.
To eliminate this, the resolu-
tion says, “‘the Mayor and Coun-
cil will use their authority to
carry out — in both spirit and
word — the local, state and fed-
eral laws with respect to all
aspects of housing.”

It also provides that “the
Mayor and Council will urge all
citizens, both individually and as
groups, to participate in ending
the pattern of segregated hous-
in: .’1 =
' gl‘he resolution cites a number
of previous instances in whxgh
the council has expressed its
concern with housing conditions.
These include a resolution
titled “‘Statement of Policy on
Urban Renewal and Relocation”
adopted April 3, 1963, and resolu-
tions dated April 7 and April 20,
1965, prohibiting discriminatory
practices in urban renewal and
accepting compliance with Title
of the Civil Rights Act of




The Champaign Cit
Tuesday adopted two

Programs.

sons for moving costs.

The schedule was based on a
survey of four local
companies, according to. David
Gensemer, urban renewal direc-
tor, and indicates the average

Set Amo

v Council moving cost per room i

S of furni-
1 payment | ture. i
standards to guide the city in

;‘t‘eflocating‘ persons and families|fo
displaced by urban renewality

The council first approved
use of a monetary schedule to
be used by the urban renewal| No
{department in reimbursing per-

moving| The second schedule approved;

New Renewal
Housing Plan
Is Studied

By Paula Peters
Funds may be available for
“demonstration” housing to be
used by persons displaced by
Champaign’s Urban Renewal
program.

Repayment will be made as
lx}gws: for two rooms of furni-
‘e owned, $27; three roon
$37.50; four rooms, $48:00ms,
rooms, $60; six rooms, $75: and
seven or more rooms, $87.
Furniture

Individuals not owning furni-
iture will receive $5 and families

Iwithout furniture will get $10.

establishes rates of annual rent
cost; which the department will
use in seeking suitable housing
for displaced individuals and|

o This was announced Thursday

The figures, which Gensemer at the first meeting this fall of
iﬁ;‘i represent ‘the average the Human Relations Commis-
fg rental costs required. for sion. The Commission is investi-
decent, safe, and sanitary |gating this and other means by

dwellings,” are as follows: 4 which it might help supply hous-

|annual

|

|

1$1,580.

rants for low-cost housing.

Ef;,f&ﬁ;n mvéoug:ed II;y e 2 The aim of the demongra i

authority. Adoption f)f themslzlarii granls 18 tohely. degelop xe

e e et o gt ]

newal wi

housing authority,” gfns e]?::; that such projects.are possible.

said. oy James Williams, relocation ¢

‘Not Absolute’ rector for the city’s Departme;
| Gen_semer emphasized that of Urban Renewal‘, noted that!
e figures used in both the Rudard A. Jones, director of ‘

y :

A tentative version of Cham-ikject requests, Gensemer sg =3

paign’s urban renewal program
is expected to be made public
“in a week or two”, City Man-
ager Warren Browning said
Tuesday. z

said. :
The City Council has complet-

the Citizens Advisory Council on

in the plan as a result. What
these modifications are has not

been made public. =
The council has now returned
the tentative plan to the CAC
“the CAC’s final perusal b
> the City Council gives ap-
val to the tentative =
11 still be possib

‘br”’

Public hearings on the plan A
are expected to be scheduled !
within two or three months, he |

ed its study of recommendations ||
concerning the plan made by ity

rUrban Renewal (CAC) and some |
modifications have been made’

" Zero to 1 bedroom, $1,118
rent; two - bedrooms,
$1,488; three bedrooms, $1,644;
and four or more Jbedrooms,

ing for displaced families.

Mrs. William Boon, newly ap-
pointed member of the body, re-
ported that the federal govern-
ment makes demonstrati

=

i
i

The figures were taken from

University of Illinois Sm all
Homes Council, also has exple
ed the area of demonstra
grants. S g
$8,500 House 4 by

oving payment and rental
hedules are guides “to shoot|
and do not represent abso-
ife fixed amounts, '
‘\With the figures .as ,.guj,des,’
Ee department will be able tq
*tter assess, and if necessar

could furnish plans for homes
ithat would meet Federal Hous-|
ing Authority standards. It would
'be possible to obtain a Iot for
11$2,000 and build such a home

Also at Tuesday'’s 1
e Couneil ' re-appoi
illie C. Pyles and I

Jones, according to Williams |,

l
1

“= Returned ~

The tentative plan for thei
% project 1 area for urban re-
®' newal has been returned by
the Champaign City Council to
the Citizen’s Advisory Commit-
tee on Urban Renewal for final
persual, City Manager Warren
Browning said Tuesday.
Browning said he expected the
CAC to return the plan to the
council in about a week, at which
time the council is expected to
give tentative approval.
After this approval is secured
engineering studies in the pro-
ject area may begin.
After engineerin
pleted a public

plan will be held, a

final council app:
given and land
begin. ;

Browning said I
have the pu?ﬁl';?s
to 3ree months. "

4

Urban P
into Law

WASHINGTON (® — Pres
Johnson gave the nati
cities a place in his Ca
Thursday by signing into 1
bill establishing the new
partment of Housing and
ban Development.

Who will speak for the
as secretary of the agency.
in the Cabinet, was not
nounced at the White I
ceremony.

The speculation is Jol
eventually will get arour
naming Robert C. Weave:
rector of the Housing and ]
Finance Agency, which i
core of the new departm

If Weaver is appointed
confirmed by the Senat
would be the first Negro
to serve in a president’s
net.

The President hasn’t
hinted at his choice, how
and others have been ment
in rumors, among them R
C. Wagner, who is not se
re-election as mayor of
York, and Albert Rains, ar

;A bama Democrat who speci:

in housing legislation wh

member of the House.
The new department

plants the Housing and

|Finance Agency and puts
done roof urban-oriented
fgrams now scattered
\|several departments.

The Federal Housing A
istration and the Federa

\|tional Mortgage Associatic

i among the s@ha
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¢ its main downtown business

f§ mous in answering that, yes it

_sons. He planted onions in one

Downtown ,A_réa Revived :

e

Fresno's Mall Is

Fresno, Calif. (AP) =~

One year ago the city of Fres-
no, mn a spectacular reply to
the lure of suburban shopping

centers, ripped out 10 blocks of

street and put in a pedestrian
mall.

People
work?

Today, busily waiting on cus-
tomers who stroll in from the
flowery,  tree-shaded mall,
storekeepers are almost unani-

wondered — will it

is working, fabulously well,
About the only opposition has
come from one shoe store owner

Stccess
[
P;ck 'r%.-jau,‘._, financed by
‘renewal and local fund
sprightly place. It invite
ers to relax and seems
them in a buying mood.

Splashing  fountains,
watercourses, shaded |
and small protected pla;

for the kids dot the
stretch.

Beds of flowers are I

bloom, and $150,000 we
modern statuary adds to
mosphere.
: For those who tire of
ing, there are pleasant,
electric carts, chauffeur
at 10 cents a ride.

who declines to give his rea-

There still are com

‘of the flowerbeds as a form of
protest.

]?owntown Fulton Street was
noisy, dirty, clogged with cars,
Y and parking was a long-shot
. | gamble.

" Today the $1.6-million,

about parking being insuf
The mall merchants tr
the words of a housewif
said, “It makes me wa
come downtown to shop.’

10-

PECIALLY FOR KID:

e children get a big break
the Fresno, Calif., down-
own pedestrian mall  when

parents shop. Special play climbing a's‘ ch‘fﬁlre‘n play fol-
areas are set aside for them.. low the leader.

A concrete turtle makes good

_*.L*;.tél? Wirephoto)

Delivered on R.F.D. Routes Sept. 9, 1965

By David Witke

The Champaign City Council
l'uesday night took its strongest
stand to date on the issue of fair
housing. : %

The council unanimously
rdopted a resolution pledging
hat the ‘“Mayor and Council
will urge all citizens, both in-
dividually and as groups, to
participate in ending the pattern
of segregated housing.”

The council’s action was prais-
ed by Councilman Kenneth O.
Stratton and by George Pope of
he Northeast Neighborhood As-
sociation.

While some councilmen ap-
parently felt the resolution was
out a reiteration of existing city
policy, both Stratton and Pope
said the resolution goes further
han the council’s previous
stands on the subject.

Stratton said the difference
ies in the fact that the new
resolution “recognizes that a

rather than merely alluding to

a problem in general terms.”
Pope said the resolution “may

not be quite as strong as some

persons might have liked to
have it. But it is a good resolu-
tien'.” : s .

_He said he felt the resolu-
tion’s wording' was a construc-
tive step in the direction that
local civil rights groups have
hoped for. :

The -resolution describes dis-
crimination in housing as “det-
rimental to the aims of modern
society” and as ‘“‘not compatible

with the wurban renewal pro-

grams of the city.”

It states that ‘“a pattern of
segregation in housing beth per-
petuates and aggravates condi-
tions causing blighted areas
within our city.”

And it affirms that the city
council recognizes “the right of
every citizen to live in a resi-
dence which meets at least

A S R I A AR B A

|
of which is limited only by the
individual’s means, and not by
race.” ‘
In Spirit and Word. . . : |
The resolution pledges that
“the Mayor and Council will use |
their authority to carry out —|
in both spirit and word” — the|
local, state and federal laws with |
respect to all aspects of hous-
ing.n ~ |
Stratton said the resolution is|
a “compliment to the commu-|
nity”’ because it reflects prog-|
ress that is being made within
the community. |
He said he had been told re-|
fcently by the president of the
Board of Realtors that it is now
the policy of the board to show
houses without regard to race.
He called this a ‘“great step”
and noted that.this policy would
indicate that real estate agents
still refusing to show houses on
a nondiscriminatory basis ap-

parently are not members of |
+the Raard nf Raaltare {






| @l plan and 26 opposing it.
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ncil Okays
Urban Renewal

,To Go Ahead 4
InChampaign

By Paula Peters -~
Champaign’s Project I area
urban renewal plan was approv-
ed Wednesday by a 5 to 1 vote
‘of the City Council, but if the
‘audience had cast votes on the
{issue, it wouid have been sound-
|1y defeated. :
. Immediately after the vote
was taken the Rev. A. W. Bis-
hop, president of the Homeown-
jers Association of Northeast
glﬁmpalgn and a leading op-
(ponent of urban renewal, stood
on a chair and called out: =~ °
“Don’t let this scare you. Pm
filing a Title 6 complaint tomox'-
‘row morning.” PR
Such a complaint, under Title
6 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, PACKED HEARING

fp‘)}'—
!
likely would charge segregation An estimated 300 persons porting or objecting to Cham- At left center holding a paper
|exists in public housing here,

i tood over 3 paign’s urban renmewal proj- and speaking is David Gen-
and that urban renewal as plap- . ﬁ)tﬁl?; sizatdxgsdsa;omgl:]t while lx:ct.gn The council, far right, semer, urban renewal direc-
ned would lead to further racial the Champaign City Council finally voted to go ahead with  tor.
}corrriiammlelnt b though listened to citizens who at- the project by a 5 to 1 vote.
e announcemen ou 2 G AR R
> e ther su : '
\was almost an anti- chmax o tended s meetmg i b
‘three-hour public hearing, in
which councilmen listened to B
talks favoring the urban renew.

(Photo by Bob Leavitt)

ShowOpposmon {
The bulk of the audience,
whlch numbered more than 300,
was against the plan and let
theu- feelmgs be known by fre-

_outbreaks of applause and
less frequent booing or shouts
“No no[”

Promment among the opposi-f “§
‘speakers was the Rev. i
Bishop himself, who read. Mﬁ:
Eshteméﬁf of the Homeowners
Assoclatmn and the Champaign

He also claimed to have suppo;tv
of the People’s Poverty Board.

The groups, he said, “stand [*
together in opposition” to urban |
renewal, because of placement §




e < Whether
would be

# council and an audlenee
more than 300. Nash has

Said Sholem, “I smcerely xistence of be
that this serves the entire inister, but his words ere|
out as an easel bearing
lay of urban renewal ma
Whl(:h tO Work andh came crashmg 0
i suggest we have are ‘ the ro




News-Gazette Photo by Robert K. O’Daniell

HOMES IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY 15 YEARS AGO

. « «» some substandard dwellings are gone — some remain

Schoo

BETTER OFFER

The Urbana Education
Association received an
offer from the Urbana
Board of ¥Education late
Saturday mnight that was
described by a spokesman
for the UEA as ‘“‘better than
the last one’.

The spokesman said that
the UEA is ¢scrutinizing”
the new proposal and added
that the proposal
represented ‘‘progress’’ in
the negotiations between the
UEA and the board.

By DENNIS SULLIVAN

News-Gazette Staff Writer
The situation appears to grow
brighter by the hour in contact
negotiations between Urbana
School District 116 and the

consider the UEA’s latest pro-
posal. As of 11 p.m. the board
had not replied to the proposal.

““The economic package is the
issue in the balance,” Andrews
explained. “That is the most
difficult issue. It was the major
hurdle at 6 a.m. Monday, and
it still'is.”

Contract talks had broken off
early last Monday because the
two teams could not agree on
an acceptable salary schedule
for the teachers,

Agreement was reached on

Art Fair
Deadline

s Near

a base salary of $7,400 for a
teacher with no experience and
a Bachelor's degree, but -the
UEA wanted an increment scale
comparable to that agreed to
by Champaign teachers last
month.

Andrews said that the other

Mothersingers
Start Season
Thursday

The Champaign - Urbana
Mothersingers Choral Organiza-
tion will. begin their 1970-71
singing season on Thursday.
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| Outlook Is Bright

items under negotiation would
likely be settled if the salary
schedule could be agreed upon.

Andrews said that he was hop-
ing the two teams would reach
agreement Saturday night. He
also had strong words con-
cerning what would happen if
no agreement was reached.

“If this thing doesn’t settle
tonight,” he said, ‘‘we’re going
to take the gloves off.”

“Taking the gloves off” would
mean the expedition of the Na-
tional Education Association
sanctions against the board and
the school system and some
‘‘skeleton digging,’’ according to
Andrews.

Legal proceeding would also
be involved in ‘‘taking the
gloves off.””

“We would seriously consider
loacal actinn if tha cirilza acnlél

WO DHGTH T HIOI0S

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sev-
eral airplanes have been scan-
ning Indiana farmlands the past
three weeks seeking to identify
areas hit by southern leaf blight
of corn from photographs and
sensor equipment,

The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration said Sat-
urday results to date indicate
that recurrent corn blight can
be identified from aircraft, not
only in the severe stage but at
earlier stages of the fungus in-
fection as well.

Analysis of data obtained in
conjunction with Purdue Uni-
versity, Lafayette, Ind., has not
been completed, NASA said.

However, various graduations
in color appear only when the
blight is present.

‘“The results can be important
to agriculture in the future,”
NASA said.

“Remote sensing can give
farm‘ers warning of encroaching
or present crop disease ,before
they are aware of it.

“Large areas of farmland
may be quickly surveyed from
the air, and probably by satel-
lite.

‘“Knowledge of the type of
crops, their vigor, determina-
tion of the damaging agent and,
eventually, the yield per acre
may be used reasonably and
accurately on a timely basis to
help keep the supply of essential
food or fibers in balance with
demand.”’

The crops were studied over
an area from Michigan City, in
northern Indiana, to Evansville,
in the southern part of the state.

NASA’s earth resources air-
craft, an RB57TF jet from the
Manned Spacecraft  Center,
Houston, photographed ' the
stricken crops from an altitude
of 60,000 feet in color, black and
white, and infrared.

A Purdue University Beech-
craft photographed with multi-
band cameras from 5,000 to
10,000 feet. A University of
Michigan C47 employed a mul-
tispectral scanner from 3,000
feet, and an Air Force C131 cov-
ered the area with cameras

from 17,000 feet,

More missions are to be flown
in the next 10 days, until all of
the eort crop—only part of it
now, matured—is ready to har-
vest.

Purdue’s Laboratory for Ap-
plications of Remote Sensing is
to evaluate the blight detection
results.

Mercy Hospital Has
Area’s 1st Successful
Open Heart Surgery

The- first successful open
heart surgery was perform-
ed. by a team of surgeons
and paramedical staff at
Mercy Hospital Friday.

In what has been termed
the first in the area, the
surgeons worked on cor-
recting anobstructive
disease in a major coronary
artery. During the opera-
tion, the patient’s heart was
purposely  stopped for 40
minutes and his circulation
was supported by a heart-
lung machine.

A spokesman for Merecy
Hospital said the patient is
doing very well and a full
recoyery is expected.
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3 Hospitalized
Two-Car Accide

BONDVILLE — Three persons
were admitted to Carle Foun-
dation Hospital in Urbana for
medical attention after they suf-
fered injuries in a two-car col-
lision on Illinois 10 near
Bondville Saturday.

Mrs. Mittie Greenarch, 75, of
White Heath, a passenger in
a car dirven by William C.
Greenarch, 45, of White Heath
was reported to be in the in-
tensive care ward at Carle.
Delyvan Smith, 17, of 1801
Clover Lane, C, driver of the
other vehicle, and Randy
Andrews, 15, of 1608 Caroline,

<
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BETTER OFFER

The Urbana Education
Association received amn
offer from the Urbana
Board of Education Ilate
Saturday night that was
described by a spokesman
for the UEA as ‘‘better than
the last one”.

The spokesman said that
the UEA is “scrufinizing’’
the new proposal and added
that the proposal
represented ‘‘progress’’ in
the negotiations between the
UEA and the board.

By DENNIS SULLIVAN

News-Gazette Staff Writer

The situation appears to grow
brighter by the hour in contact
negotiations between Urbana
School District 116 and the
Urbana Education Association.

Talks resumed late Saturday
morning at the Holiday Inn after
the UEA had called a recess
at 1 a.m. Saturday ‘‘to do some
work."”

In a press conference Satur-
day night, Morris Andrews,
UEA mediator and spokesman,
I said that the UEA had sub-
mitted a proposal to the board
Saturday morning and felt it
“was a step forward” in the
continuing talks.

Andrews said he was en-
couraged that the board sub-
mitted a ‘‘favorable” coun-
terproposal a short while later.

“We then submitted a second
proposal,”” Andrews said, ‘“‘and
if they (the board) come: back
with a favorahle response, it
would be a step to settlement.

“But if they say ‘no,’ ' An-
drews continued, ‘“you can ex-
pect a long, hard drawn-ou
process to set in.” )

The board of education’s
negotiating team asked for a
four-hour recess at 4 p.m. to

consider the UEA’s latest pro-
posal. As of 11 p.m. the board
had not replied to the proposal.

‘““The economic package is the
issue in the balance,” Andrews
explained. ‘“That is the most
difficult issue. It was the major
hurdle at 6 a.m. Monday, and
16 Stillhas 0

Contract talks had broken off
early last Monday because the
two teams could not agree on
an acceptable salary schedule
for the teachers..

Agreement was reached on

Art Fair
Deadline
Is Near

The deadline for entering the
Urbana Association of Com -
merce, Retail Divisions’, 1lth
annual = sidewalk Art Fair is
Tuesday, Sept. 15, according to
J. W. Withers, executive vice-
president of the association.

Withers said that applications
are  being received from
throughout the state as
participants will compete for the
more’ than $600 in cash and
merchandise prizes.

Demonstrations of arts and
crafts will be held at the Fair
slated for 9 am. ,to 5 p.m.
on Saturday, Sept. 26.

Withers said a $5 registration
fee is charged to all participants
but no commission is collected
for items sold during the fair.

Frontage space is limited,
Withers said, so early ap-
plications are being encouraged.

Anyone interested in
participating should contact the
Urbana Association ' of Com-
merce Office, 121 S. Race, U.
for applications.

a base salary of $7,400 for a
teacher with no experience and
a Bachelor’s degree, but the
UEA wanted an increment scale
comparable to that agreed to
by Champaign teachers last
month.

Andrews said that the other

Mothersingers
Start Season
Thursday

The Champaign - Urbana
Mothersingers Choral Organiza-
tion will. begin their 1970-71
singing season on Thursday.
This group is made up of women
who are interested in singing
and is open to 'any woman in
the Champaign - Urbana area.

The Mothersingers meet every
Thursday morning from 9:30-
11:00 at the University Place
Christian Church, 403 South
Wright, Champaign. A babysit-
ting service is provided for
preschoolers in a well-equipped
nursery in the church. Parking
is available in the northeast
church lot, A coffee will be
given on September 10 for all
the new women and members.

Call Mrs. Bertrand Henne for
more information or if
transportation is needed.

The Mothersingers are a P.
T. A. sponsored group and sing
upon request in the area. New
officers for the year are Mrs.
Henne, President; Mrs.
Sherman Suter, Director; Mrs.
Richard Kaptain, Accompanist;

Mrs. Clarence Crozier,
Librarian-Treasurer; and Mrs.
James Kroemer, Public In-
formation.

items under negotiation would
likely be settled if the salary
schedule could be agreed upon.

Andrews said that he was hop-
ing the two teams would reach
agreement Saturday night. He
also had strong words con-
cerning what would happen if
no agreement was reached.

“If this thing doesn’t settle
tonight,”” he said, ‘‘we’re going
to take the gloves off.”

““Taking the gloves off”” would
mean the expedition of the Na-
tional = Education Association
sanctions against the board and
the school system and some
‘‘skeleton digging,’’ according to
Andrews.

Legal proceeding would also
be involved in “taking the
gloves off.”

“We would seriously consider
legal action if the strike can’t
be settled by Tuesday,’’
Andrews said.

“No longer are we going to
be second-class economic
citizens, and we’re not apologiz-
ing for wanting to be adequately
paid.”

Andrews announced that
Michael Arisman of the press,
radip and television division of
the NEA has been called in
to assist the UEA in negotiations
with the board.

Negotiations are scheduled to
continue through the Labor Day
weekend, with both teams aim-
ing for a settlement by Tuesday.

Hyland Named To
Fair Housing Board

Jacob Hyland, 1304 Philo
Road, U, has been elected
chairman of the Urbana Fair
Housing Board.

Mrs. J. N, Leonard, 606 W.
Indiana, U, was elected
secretary, at the board’s
meeting Friday.

Y

tion of the damaging agent and,
eventually, the yield per acre
may be used reasonably and
accurately on a timely basis to
help keep the supply of essential
food or fibers in balance with
demand.”

The crops were studied over
an area from Michigan City, in
northern Indiana, to Evansville,
in the southern part of the state.

NASA’s earth resources air-
craft, an RB57TF jet from the
Manned Spacecraft  Center,
Houston, photographed = the
stricken crops from an altitude
of 60,000 feet in color, black and
white, and infrared.

A Purdue University Beech-
craft photographed with multi-
band cameras from 5,000 to
10,000 feet. A University of
Michigan C47 employed a mul-
tispectral scanner from 3,000
feet, and an Air Force C131 cov-
ered the area with cameras
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Urban Ren:

Former junk yard,

>

unsightly view transformed...

Gensemer's Efforis

By DAN DORAN
News-Gazette Staff Writer

In a few weeks Dave Gensems-
er, director of Champaign’s Ur-
ban Renewal, will leave town
and return to his native state
of Texas,

But, in six years, Gensemer

has left his mark on Cham-

It was rugged. But we just went
door to door and explained our
program. !

“You know it is amazing that
some of our higgest critics from
the project neighborhood, once
vocal in obstructing us, are now
our biggest supporters.

“One lady simply didn't want

to move out of her house, which

i e P TR PRG I 9  B . o

" Seen In Champaign

“We moved people around a
little, but therc are a total of
127 new units in this area that
were not herc before and they
are all good ‘ones from every
angle,” Gensemer said.

The fact the program was
completed (or will be) right on
schedule, and the fact it saved
money, is unique. Normally
most federal proerams are
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Gensemer's Efforis
Seen In Champaign

By DAN DORAN
News-Gazette Staff Writer

In a few weeks Dave Gensem-
er, director of Champaign’s Ur-
ban Renewal, will leave town
and return to his native state
of Texas.

But, in six years, Gensemer
has left his mark on Cham-
paign. According to some peo-
ple, Gensemer’s mark could be
considered a landmark which
serves as a symbol of what can
be done in a positive way in the
city.

Although the final accounting
of the project is not completed
the proof of the accomplishment
of Urban Renewal is visible by
driving through the project area.

The change has been radical.

The change has been swift,
sure, and thorough.

The change has been good.

Not only have buildings been
cleared and replaced by new
ones in their place, but a change
in the attitude of the people has
resulted. And the change has
been  positive.

The area is in Champaign’s

: Northend, in the heart of the

black ghetto. Adjacent to the
row completed project are vis-
ible signs of what life in this
area was like before the project
started.

The difference is like night
and day, from one side of the
street to the other. The de-
pressed side is hoping for phase
II of Urban renewal to be ap-
proved so its area can be as
the now completeed phase I.

But official word has not been
received.

Gensemer reflected on his six
years in Champaign.

“Looking back and remem-
bering the beginning, recalls
when our biggest problem was
to convince the people what we
were planning to do was good
for them. We were being
charged with so many things by

so many people in the beginning |

that I wondered sometimes how
we managed to make it past
the first year.

“We were called eommunists
and charged with being part of
a plot of various dimensions.

!

It was rugged. But we just went
door to door and explained our
program. :

“You know it is amazing that
some of our higgest critics from
the project neighborhood, once
vecal in obstructing us, are now
our biggest supporters.

“One lady simply didn't want
to move out of her house, which
was in desperate shape. We
finally convinced her of the need
and that her relocation would
be to her advantage. She now is
one of the happiest people in
the city. Sl.e even has a flower
garden going,

‘“We have beer lucky, and I
tend to minimize my own role
in this development. We have
had substantial help from the
non-elected officials of the city.
The heads of the departments,
like -Job- Kearns (director of
public works) have been just
great. Without their help ..e
would have been in trouble.

“I could not have had a better
city manager than Warren
Browning to work with. I have
nothing but compliments for
{hose people.

“About the city council, I just
want to say they approved all
of the major items,” Gensemer
said.

Driving with Gensemer
through the project, it is obvious
he is tremendously proud of the
accomplishments.

“Right over there,”” he pointed
out, ‘‘there was a junk yard,
and now it - a'park, with kids
playing. It was an eyesore and
a dangerous place. But now,
look at all of the room for the
kids to let off steam and play in
a good, positive way.

Down the street is a new
house under construction.

“This is a 235 FHA housing
act project where people of low
means are able to buy a house,
a new house. There are a total
ct 27 new houses going up for
private individuals. ?

“One of the aspects of this
project, which has just been
turned around, is the people re-
placement which was a confus-
ing subject for a time. Our crit-
ics said that we were moving

people out of the neighborhood.

“We moved people around a
little, but therc are a total of
127 new units in this area that
were not herc before and they
are all good ones from every

angle,” Gensemer said.

The fact the program was
completed (or will be) right on
schedule, and the fact it saved
money, is unique. Normally
most federal programs are
known to go over the budget
both of time and money. |,

“I think the fact we saved
or had an excess of $126,879 is
a tribute to the whole program.
The basic reason is we had few
delays. The cooperation of the
people in the project community
was great. The planning years,
1964 and 1965, were well spent
because when we were ready to
execute, we executed quickly,”
Gensemer said. '

In the actual execution of the
project, which measured some
67 acres, a substantial bypro-
duct was the addition of over $2
million in property value, own-
ed by private individuals, to
the city tax base.

One particular block which
had 29 residences on it rep-
resented $100,000 in tax value.
Now it is the site of an apart-
ment complex valued at over
$1 million.

Gensemer says he will look
back fondly .on his days in
Champaign.

“One of my real regrets is
that I will not be able to ad-
minister the next program. It
is an ambitious one, calling
for about $14 million in funds
from the government. The city
contribution would be about $4
million.

“But it is a much larger de-
velopment and would cover
about 165 acres. We projected it
would take 18 months and
$640,000 just for the planning.

“But I will be glad to get
back to Texas and to get going
in my new job there,” Gensem-
er said.

He will join a company in
Houston, which will work with
modular housing projects. b

“I will be especially happv
because I will be near my
family,” he said.
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Individual Triumphs in Urban Rene

By Carol Alexander

Dream homes don’t always
spring from that special blend
of exotica and pizzazz that sends
home magazine writers into
rhapsodies. |

Sometimes, the seemingly un-
attainable is a picture window,
new aluminum siding, central
heating ' — or simply- elevation
to minimum city standards.

In Champaign’s 10-block ur-
ban renewal ‘area south of Brad-
ley Ave., nine dwellings, three
through government loans, six
through grants, have been re-
habilitated and 13 homes are
being upgraded by owners with-
out benefit of federal funds.

In the midst of a wasteland of
razed homes, decrepit dwellings
to be demolished and expanses
of land awaiting. development,
the most overt sign of progress
in the two - year - old urban re-
newal project is to\be found in
the single family dwgllings that
have been rehahilitated and
awarded a certificate o achieve-
ment, meaning a structure now
meets required minimur);t stand-

J
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ards of the city of Champaign
as well as the government’s
property = rehabilitation stand-
ards. '

Government loans and grants
can be used only to finance min-
imum improvements; any ex-
tras must be financed by prop-
erty owners.

Sense of Pride

In the urban renewal area, one
cannot long escape the sense of
pride in ownership that is all
the more evident because, in
most cases, ownership required
more than the usual sacrifices.

Clifford Caldwell, 1006 North
Sixth St., sat on the green sofa
on the sunporch of the home he
built himself in 1927 and en-
larged in 1936.

“Where is everyone?’”’ he ask-
ed, referring to the exodus that
occurred through relocation.

At age 73, Caldwell qualified
for a government grant, which
provides up to $3,000 to owner-
occupants aged 62 or older, who
earn less than $3,000 annually

or spend more than 25 per cent

uVZ X ‘%

of their income for housing.

Caldwell recounted how he
paid for sanitary sewers, street
lighting, and finally paving. A
painter and plasterer before his
retirement, he said, “I worked
for low wages and I finally got
all this paid for.

“Those  window sills in the
dining room were made from
railroad box cars., And I built a
good foundation, too. This house
will be around for awhile. The
houses they build today are piti-
ful.”

Caldwell’s grant was used for
a new green shingled roof, alum-
inum siding, wiring, and repairs
to the kitchen floor.

He plans to paint the entire
interior himself: “I went this
morning to get the paint.”
Philosopher

A natural philosopher, Cald-
well looked back: “I came here
in 1916 from Tennessee. I serv-
ed in the Army and don’t have a
jail record. I've always tried to
be a good citizen, but I always
meant to do SOMETHING.”’

There are brand new awnings
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over the front and back doors:
“This was my idea, my contri-
bution.”

Mrs. Percy Frazier Jr., 609
East Beardsley St., admitted
that her first reaction to urban
renewal was “kind of upsetting
— we didn’t have any choice
about the matter.”

But after the initial skepti-
cism, the Fraziers applied for
a 312 Loan, available at three
per cent interest for terms up to
20 years in order to repair or
rehabilitate property. They add-
ed a master bedroom and a
joint dining area - television
room at the rear of their nine-
year-old frame dwelling and
shifted partitions to provide a
third bedroom.

Before wurban renewal, the
Fraziers and their four daugh-
ters had only one bedroom. The
girls slept on a rollaway bed and
a bunk bed in the dining room.

“Our home is livable now,”
Mrs. Frazier said. “We can
really stretch out. And, the girls
are so pleased; they now have
room to entertain their friends.”
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Mr. and Mrs. Louis Nash, 411
East Beardsley St., used their
loan for aluminum  siding,
wrought - iron hand rail, enlarg-
ed dining room window, base-
ment and front steps. Also, new
plywood siding replaced beaver-
board in the rear utility area,
where Mrs. Nash has the wash-
er and dryer.

When the Nashes purchased
the dwelling in 1951, “‘every-
thing was altogether different,”
Mrs. Nash recalled, Since then,
immersed in constant remodel-
ing, they have converted a bed-
room into a modern, spacious
kitchen with built-in oven and
counter burners in coppertone,
remedied the total lack of clos-
ets, removed a decrepit front
porch, stripped away the origi-
nal crumbling plaster - all be-
fore urban renewal.

Garage Is Next

“We're still not through,”
Mrs. Nash said. “We want to
build a garage next.”

There is a large illuminated
photograph of the late Presi-
dent Kennedy and his wife Jac-
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queline in the living room.

“My husband’s sister sent it
to our daughter,” she said.

Mrs. Nash reupholstered the
couch, which rests on new bur-
nished gold carpeting, contrast-
ing with the green walls.

The basement is a catch-all—
‘““all our friends have their lawn
chairs and winter clothes down
there.” At first only crawl space,
the basement was shoveled out
by Nash, who then lined walls
with concrete blocks and poured
the cement floor, Eventually,
they hope to make a family
room here,

“There are so many things in
my mind, I'm always planning
something,”” Mrs. Nash said.

Urban renewal enabled the
Nashes to | accomplish more
quickly what they had long en-
visioned: . “A lot of times you
plan something and everything
seems to go wrong and you haye
to wait longer.” But, if I had
all I wanted there would be
nothing to want for. . .”’

Mr. and Mrs. Eldridge Long,
402 East Eureka St., purchased

8-S1xp-SL
WOOUG3T dUSYW

their home i
the worst ho
End,” Mrs. L
we thought i
fix up.”
Tackling a
gram of ren
ped out all v
them with n
painting was ¢
“Piddling” i
Longs give to
has continued
In meeting
quirements,
against a lo
want to get
age” — and
ify for a grant
The only ot
finance  nec
ments themst
of their proj
way they rec
and financec
through perso;
“We spent
We're not in
have a cent
took every p
ban renewal







A\

b,
‘yLSSG WaS reacnea iauve

in July and the dispute was|a study session attended by |Thursday
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PFYT!

Follow-Up

PFYT! A special column
devoted to elaborating on
.questions listeners raise on
+“Penny For Your Thoughts”
'on WDWS, 1400 on the AM
«dial. We list topics discuss-
‘ed on the radio broadeast
;heard daily from 9:30 to
10:30 a.m. and other ques-

' tions which may come to the

attention of The News-

| Gazette,

A representative of the HEED
School called Penny Tuesday and
ekpressed the frustration  felt
by school officials who have
been trying to enlist community
support.

! She was dismayed that “local
businesses and fraternal
organizations refuse to help”
and that the HEED School will
be serving the community.

Scheduled to open Sept. 14,
the school will have enrolled
11 emotionally disturbed
students who have ‘‘also been
refused by the school systems,’’
the caller stated.

The woman explained that
school officials want to' bave
a one to one ratio of students
to teachers and therefore many
volunteers will be needed to
staff the school during its six-
hour day.

'HEED School will be located
in the First Christian Church,
1509 W. John, C, which has
donated classroom space.

Fr. Ken Siefert called to say
that a scout troop for boys
from minority groups is in need
of scouting equipment: sleeping
bags, tents, megs Kits, etc.
Anyone who wishes to, donate
such equipment can contact him
at St. Anthony’s Church.

He also said that more host
families are needed for airmen
from Chanute this coming

essanlzand

A NEW HOME FOR THE THOMASES. Harry
Thomas stands on the porch of the home he and his
wife bought after being moved from Champaign’'s Ur-

The North End: Despair And Hope

ban Renewal area. Their former home was well-kept;

but the only source of heat

Fam:

Bu

By BONNIE BLANKENSHIP
News-Gazette Staff Writer

‘““We live on the north end
of E. Eureka street. No one|
m thls block wants to give up

et L Rt T

practices = which limited in-
tegration, and the lack of an
open housing ordinance, it was

feared that displaced families|,

would also have a difficult time

Second In A Series

was pot-bellied stoves.

ilies Moved, Neighborhoods
ldozed By Urban Renewal

in north west, nottd ventral andy

east Champaign, where there

were houses they could afford.
Three years after their letter

to the editor, Mr. and Mrs.

securing suitable housing outside) Llcensu'.lg Ordinance prohibiting |Harry Thomas were to write:
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A Champaign man, Herb
Tinsley, 1210 W. Church, was
arrested by University of Illinois
police Saturday night and charg-
ed with murder in connection
with the shooting death of Fred
Newbill, 43,- 1213 W. Main, at
Newbill’'s apartment Saturday
night.

Urbana police said the
shooting is still under in-
vestigation, but said that in-
dications are that there might
have been some type of gunfight
in the apartment.

They reported finding at least

six spent cartridges in the
apartment soon after the
shooting.

According to police, they were
notified about 11 p.m. Saturday
that there had been a shooting
at 1213 W. Main.

When police arrived, they said
they found Newbill being placed
in an ambulance. He was pro-
nounced dead on arrival at Carle
Foundation Hospital.
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By BONNIE BLANKENSHIP
News-Gazette Staff Writer

“We live on the north end
of E. Eureka street, No one
in this block wants to give up
his home,” Harry Thomas’ let-
ter to the editor said.

‘““We people have worked hard
to make a home for ourselves.
Why, then, are we being pushed
around? We bought and paid
for our homes and street so
we would not be pushed around.
We are just on the verge of
being pushed out to someplace
we don't want to go.”’

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas lived
in Champaign’s Urban Renewal
Area, They were one of the
135 families who were told they
were going to have to move
— their houses were going to
be demolished.

The majority of the residents
didn’t like the idea. At each
meeting of the Champaign City
Council the room overflowed
with persons voicing obJectlons
to Urbana Renewal.

There was no questioh that
the houses in the Project I
area were in poor -condition.
According to a General
Neighborhood Renewal Survey
made in 1963, a total of 77
per cent of the dwellings were
substandard. But nearly 80 per
cent of the persons owned the
houses in which they lived. The
owners, understandably, resisted
the threat to their security.

Federal regulations stipulated
that displaced families were to
be relocated in housing which
met minimum building stan-
dards, and since most of the
remaining houses in the north
end did not meet minimum stan-
dards, the supply of available
housing in nearby neighborhoods
was severely limited.

Due to common real estate

lldozed

practices = which limited in
tegration, and the lack of an
open housing ordinance, it was
feared that displaced families
would also have a difficult time
securing suitable housing outside
the all-black area.

For years housing developers
had included ‘‘buy back’’ clauses
in their contracts, which gave
the developers priority in buying
back lots if the owner was con-
sidering selling to a black
person,

Real estate agents would not
show Negro clients houses
outside the black community.
Lending institutions had follow-
ed the policy of not loaning
money to Negroes for homes
in white areas.

In this climate, faced with
these traditions, the Urban
Renewal relocation officers
began the work of finding hous-
ing for the famiiles who would
be displaced by Project I.

During the height of the Urban
Renewal controversy in 1965, the
Champaign City Council took the
first step to end discriminatory
practices in housing by passing
a ‘‘resolution in regard to hous-
ing”’ calling for citizens to end
the pattern of segregated hous-
ing.

Two years later it passed the
Real [Estate Licensing
Ordinance prohibiting racial
discrimination in the sale or
rental of property handled by
real estate brokers, except upon
the request of the seller.

Finally, in 1968, in response
to growing agitation by civil
rights groups, the Champaign
City Council passed an open
occupancy ordinance which was
called the strongest municipal
fair housing ordinance in
the state. That same year,
Urbana passed a Real Estate

Second In A Series

Licensing Ordinance prohibiting
discrimination, and both cities
established Fair Housing Boards

to hear complaints of
discriminatory practices in
housing.

It took three years to com-
plete the job of relocating
families from the Project I
area.

Because of the fluctuating,
limited employment market for
blacks, many families had ir-
regular employment records,
which made them high risks
as far as lending institutions
were concerned.

Nearly half of those to be
displaced indicated they were
interested in buying another
home rather than renting. The
decision on where to buy a
house apparently was most dif-

ficult for the families with
higher incomes.

For instance, an Urbana
Renewal survey of families

showed that of those earning
less than $1,800 a year, 77 per
cent wanted to remain in the
north end, 8 per cent would
go outside, and 15 per cent
were undecided.

Of the families earning $6,000
a year and up, 36.5 per cent
wanted to remain in the area,
15 per cent would go outside
the area, and 48.5 were un-
decided. Many of their decisions
hinged on what kind of price
they would get for their houses.

There were 210 families in
the Project I Urban Renewal
area — 205 black and 5 white.
Of this number, 135 were
relocated by the Urbana

Renewal office, most of them

€92 2 Million For Hiahwav

east Champaign, where there
were houses they could afford.
Three years after their letter
to the editor, Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Thomas were to write:
“This is to say Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Thomas moved from 61
E. Eureka Street, C, to 1412
W. Beech St.,, U, and could
not be any happier anywhere
in this world than we are here,
it is everything we want.”

Project I is completed.

Some of the Urban Renewal
personnel have joined the
permanent staff of the city of
Champaign. There, they con-
tinue efforts to secure funding
for the Urban Renewal Pro-
ject II — called Project Illini,

They also have applied to the
federal government for a
relatively small area south of
Project I to be designated a
“certified area’” which would
make the homeowners there
eligible for federal grants and
low-cost loans to be used for
home repairs. (Repaired homes
in a certified area cannot be
purchased by the government
if Project Illini. receives final
approval.)

There are no reliable
estimates as to when -— or
if — funds will be received
to go ahead with the second
phase of urban renewal.

But in the meantime, con-
tinued efforts are being made
to find ways in which residents
of run-down areas can receive
aid to fix up their property.

City housing officials will begin
work soon on an application
for certain areas to be approved
as Code Enforcement Projects.
If so designated, the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development will pro-
vide money for grants and
loans for rehabilitation of
property “and for certain areas
to be approved as Code Enforce-

ilies Moved, Neighborhoods

y Urban Renewal

n north west, nor‘tit“‘central andy
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Renewal project have been sold
or spoken for, except for a
commercially-zoned strip of
land.

One privately-developed hous-
ing project has already been
built on the cleared land, one
is in progress, and a public
housing project will be con-
structed there as soon as final
federal approval is received

which raises one of the
biggest questions asked by
critics of Urban Renewal.

Is the ghetto merely being
perpetuated by the construction
of so many multi-family units
in the north end? Have any
lessons been learned from the
social problems which have
developed in high density public
housing areas already existing
in Champaign-Urbana?

Next: Black families in
public housing.)

Elderly Man
Found After
Two-Day Hunt

RANTOUL — Mark Lymon,
76, object of a two-day search
by Rantoul police and Civil
Defense officials, was found
sleeping in an old automobile
Sunday morning.

Civil Defense had been called
off the search at 5 p.m. Satur-
day when a check from the
air failed to locate Lymon.

Police received a call from
Mrs. Marian Anderson, 3i7 E.
Wabash, director of the We Care
Organization, stating that a Mrs.
Alvie Beaumont, who lives at
the east edge of Rantoul in
the area searched, had found
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ride. For his efforts he we
beaten up.

Another young man «whil
walking home from school Fr
day was told he must pay on
dollar each to three boys if h
is to pass safely through th
streets to his home.

Another unknown suspec
walked into a partially con
structed residence at 1006 'S
Third, in Champaign and walka(
off with around $600 in merchan
dise.

The Champaign Police als¢
arrested six different people or
three different incidents Sunday
afternoon for shoplifting ai
Zayres Department store.

Robert Thomas, 703 N. Wal-
nut, C, was driving with three
friends north on Fourth Street
approaching Vine. They heard
someone call out so they stopped
their vehicle, late Sunday.

Thomas got out of the vehi-
cle and started to talk to a sus-
pect. He soon found out, the
Champaign police said, that the
man he was talking to had very
little to say to Thomas.

Thomas then started to walk
back to his car when he shot in
the back with a 410 shotgun
blast from close range. He was
taken to Mercy Hospital where
his condition was originally
termed poor. Late Tuesday
morning, however, his condition
was considered satisfactory.

The Champaign Police are in-
vestigating the shooting.

Nathaniel Kirk, a 16-year-old
Champaign youth, was reported
to be in satisfactory condition
Tuesday at Carle Hospital fol-
lowing a gun shot wound in the
back late Sunday.

Kirk, of 209 Roper, was shot
with a small caliber bullet, but

SIU May
Panther |

EDWARDSVILLE (UPI) —
Disciplinary action may be
taken against four Southern II-
linois University students who
rented a university car to attend
a Black Panther conference in
PQiladelphia, according to the

ment Praiaat
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common real estate!Urbana passed a Real Estate!Renewal office, most of them

Million For Highway
rovements For County

paign County Board
Tuesday ap-
2.3 million program
improvements over

but was informed
ot be available until

Tuesday, with the city and coun-
ty sharing the $399,889 cost.
major project
proved by the board was pave-
ment of Staley road extension
from IIl. 10 north to U.S. 150.
This will serve
for the new Parkland College
campus and the Anderson
Elevator. Because a heavy base
will be provided for trucks going

will be paved at a cost of
$685,000. The county will pay
half of this cost and receive
federal aid for the other half,

A county highway north of
Dewey will be resurfaced for
2.3 miles, at a cost of $22,000.

To prepare engineering plans
for the projects, the board re-
tained three local firms, Clark,
Dietz & Associates, Dailey &
and Sodemann &

heavy traffic

e projects will have
enue for two miles
mpaign, from Mattis
taley Road extended.
ile west of Mattis
-lane, the other two-
estimated at

estimated at $540,000.

Also included in the three-year
program was improvement of
Maplewood Avenue in Rantoul
The first mile
will be 28 feet wide with a
four-foot mountable median so
it can later be widened to four
lanes as the area develops. Cost
was estimated at $375,000.

Four and a quarter miles of
Joseph-Flatville Road

In presenting the program,
Superintendent
Highways Glenn Cougill
phasized that the county’s share
of gasoline tax already was
committed through next year.
He said the work approved by
the board Tuesday will use up

will be an extension

m McKinley west to
etzel Construction Co.
uled to start work

beginning in 1972,

ban Renewal area. Their former home was well-kept,
but the only source of heat was pot-bellied stoves.

HOME FOR THE THOMASES. Harry
stands on the porch of the home he ar}d his
ght after being moved from Champaign’s Ur-

h End: Despair And Hope
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Urban Development will pro-
vide money for grants and
loans for rehabilitation of
property "and for certain areas
to be approved as Code Enforce-
ment Projects. If so designated,
the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development will
provide money for grants and
loans for rehabilitation of pro-
perty and for certain other
n e i ghborhood improvements,
such as street lighting and road
repair.

Under such a plan, the city
has to bear all administrative
costs and no money is available
for relocation of residents as
with Urban Renewal, but the
city is empowered to enforce
compliance with minimum hous-
ing standards. In a certified
area, rehabilitation of structures
is entirely voluntary.

The increase in applications
for federally-supported projects
is being accompanied by a more
rigorous enforcement of the
city’s -housing codes, according
to Champaign officials.

In Urbana, investigations are
currently underway to
determine that city’s eligibility
for an Urban Renewal project.

All lots in Champaign’s Urban

Wabash, director of the We Care
Organization, stating that a Mrs.

the east edge of Rantoul in
the area searched, had found
Lymon’s wallet.

On investigation, officer
William Batehlor found Lymon
lying in the front seat of the
automobile at the rear of a
corn crib on the Beaumont
farm.

Lymon appeared in satisfac-
tory condition, according to the
police report. Lymon told police
he was ‘‘a little hungry.” Lymon
was placed in the care of Mrs.
Anderson.

Agnew Speaker For
Springfield Rally

SPRINGFIELD (UPI) —Vice
President Spiro T. Agnew will
address a rally Thursday from
the west steps of the state
Capitol, the Illinois Republican
party announced Monday.

Agnew is scheduled to arrive
at the Springfield airport, ride
to the Capitol in a motorcade
and speak at 11:45 a.m.

The visit is the first in a
cross-country tour on behalf of
GOP candidates.

nave peel SOME Ly PE UL gusisapiav
in the apartment. .
They reported finding at least

six spent cartridges in the
apartment soon after the
shooting.

According to police, they were
notified about 11 p.m. Saturday
that there had been a shooting
at 1213 W. Main. f

When police arrived, they said
they found Newbill being placed
in an ambulance. He was pro-
nounced dead on arrival at Carle

»

Foundation Hospital.

Alvie Beaumont, who lives at

taken against four Southern II-
linois University students who
rented a university car to attend
a Black Panther conference in
Philadelphia, according to the
chancellor of SIU’s Edwardsville
campus.

“If the allegations that stand
are proved,” Chancellor John
Rendelman said, ‘I am quite
sure we will take action.”’

The four students were among
22 persons from East St. Louis
arrested Saturdayin
Philadelphia on charges of
firearms violations, Rendelman
Sunday identified two of the
SIU students as Stanford Scott
and Lavoy Reid.

which allegedly are owned by
the East St. Louis Recreation
Board. Police stopped them
because the two vans had no
license plates. A rifle, threce
pistols and ammunition were
found in the vans, police said.
Rendelman said the university
has a policy of renting school
cars to student groups if the
group’s adviser approves the re-
quest. He said the Black
Students Association apparently
Yt0ld their faculty adviser they

§ |
‘ \

SNOUULE.
He was taken to the Chap‘l-
paign County jail charged with
murder and aggravated battery.
He was scheduled to be ar-
raigned before Magistra te
Richard Skillman Tuesday.
In other incidents, two persons
in the hospital, and one Wwas
treated and released, all result-
ing from shootings, none of
which were considered related
to one another,

In addition, a fight occurred
in downtown Champaign. One
man was stabbed and two others
beaten. At about the same

d

The group was traveling in
lan SIU ecar and in two vans

in Philadelphia,

The Black Panther-spons
‘“‘Revolutionary Peoples
stitutional Convention,” hel
Temple University, ended toy
Black Panther defense mini
Huey P. Newton , free on $5(
bond while awaiting a new f
in the Kkilling of an Oakl:
Calif., policeman, delivered
keynote speech Saturday nig

Lt. Gov. Paul Simon said |
day he contacted Rendel
and asked about the incic
because , ‘I was concer
particularly that an SIU
was involved. I wanted to m
sure this was not part
university policy.””

The East St. Louis Recrea
Board is a division of the M
Cities agency. The directos
citizen participation for
Model Cities agency, Will
McGaughey, said the orgar
tion usually contracts its
grams and owns little equipn
of its own.

“I don't think the people
volved or the buses &
anything to do with the M
Cities agency,” he said.
would be my impression
buses were opened by whatt
agency handles the recrea
program for us.”

’ Eads, was treated 10t a Buaa
wound in his legs and 1t

released from Mercy HOSp
early Tuesday morning i.if
being shot near the Tllir
Street Residence  Hall
Urbana. Jiid
Urbana police said White
attending a dance at the !
when a fight broke out in fx
of the building. i
According to police, White
some friends were leaving
scene about 12:55 a.nl. W
he was hit in the right
and left leg by what BPC

me oung ma pDlcKe D

believe are fragments\ of a
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In store for city officials

Another hassle in apartment building controversy

By Darlene Nai)a'dy
Of The Courier i

Champalgn city off1c1als ~ap~
parently are in for one or more
hassles in the Jong- standmg con-
brovehgy over bermxttmg ne@
apartmenf buildings in the city
predominately black Northeast
Neighborhood,

The"n tagﬂcxal m ve
to the c)t:yr»«p%lan commxssmn,

g
- D

Mceptable to ‘the city

council’ and area aremdents
Its latest proposal creating
a new zoning category that
would permit construction of
pew buildings but prohibit sub-
division of existing structures,
was adopted by the council in
a revised form at its Dec. 2

Pt LAEN S

{meeting only to be rescinded

Jast Tuesday in the face of con-
tmtied opposmon from area res-
1d

meil intends to take
up the ma. er. ‘again next Tues-
day, In the meantime city at-
[torney ' Albert Tuxhorn is pre-
paring th resolutlons that
would permit Merton “Skip”

| Thompson, .a black  property

owner in the area, to replace

a fire-damaged building with

new apartments.

- Thompson has been seeking
appropriate zoning for almost
18 months. But area residents
have opposed any change be-

cause, they say, \apartments
would overcrowd the single-fam-
ily.

One of the new resolutions

would re-establish the special
zoning district, called R-2C, but
limit it to the three lots owned
by Thompson: 310 and 312 E.
Church St. and a double Iot
designated as both 305 N. 4th
St. and 311 E. Hill St. instead
of ‘the nine-square block pro-
posed by the plan commission.

The other resolution would
grant Thompson R-5, an exist-
ing multi-family zoning class-
ification, for the Church Street
lots.

Thompson already has such
a petition—the latest of sever-
al—before the plan commission.

A public hearing already has
been held. But the commission

tabled the R-5 request pending;

council action on R-2C, pre-

viously drafted as an attempt
to allow Thompson to build new
apratments without converting

'the  entire nine-block area to

multi-family use.

R-2C ‘itself had been on the
table for some time in the plan
commission, pending a decision
by the city council on initiating
more urban renewal work in
the area.

But when no such decision
seemed to be forthcoming in
the immediate future, the plan
commission forwarded R-2C to
the city council, recommending
its passage.

Tuxhorn said this moring he
expected the plan commission
to take Thompson’s R-5 request

from the table at its Tuesday

afternoon meeting and pass it

on to the city council that night.

At this point, he added, the
council would be able to grant
Thompson R-5 only for the two
Church Street lots because the
third lot was not included in
the petition on which the plan
commission had held a puhlic
hearing.

Thompson has indicated he
would like this third lot included
in the resolution heing prepared
for Tuesday’s council meeting.

But Tuxhorn said Thompson
would have to initiate a new
petition for the single lot on
which the plan commission
would have to hold a public
hearing before the council could
act on the change.

Both the resolutions being pre-
pared for the counci would re-
sult in spot zoning, anathema
to the plan commission.

To avoid this approach, the
commission in the past year
had even recommended rezon-
ing the entire nine blocks,
bounded roughly by Park Ave-
nue, 2nd Street,  Washington
Street, and 5th Street to R-5,
similar to the multifamily des-

(ignation it had held from 1957

to 1965, when it was rezoned
for single family use.
But the commission withdrew

|its own petition after area res-

idents objected that this would
lead to further deterioration by
allowing subdivision of existing
buildings.

Later, Thompson himself ask-
ed that the entire block bound-
ed by Hill, 4th, Church, and
3rd Streets be rezomed R-5 so
that other property owners could
build new bu11d1ngs

The plan commission approv-
ed this request, only to have
it rejected by the city council.

At that time Thompson said
he intended tobuild two new

structures, contammg a total of
2 umts with financing ass;st-

1ts four u.mts Wlthout requestlng

depending on whether I'm given
R-2C or R-5,” he explained.

R-2C is more restrictive and
would permit only a smaller
number of units.

The building would be on the
lots at 312 E. Church St. and
the double lot, with 310 E.
Church St. used for parking.
- He added that he would prefer
R-5, since this would accommo-
date his plans better. But this
would mean he would have to
seek rezoning for the third lot,
which could be a lengthy pro-
cess.

If given R-2C he would be
confined to a smaller number
of units and also would have
to get approval of specific plans
from the plan commission and
city council, which again could
take time if area residents con-
tinue their opposition.

At Tuesday’s council meeting,
former coyncilman Kenneth
Stratton, a resident of the larger
R-2C area, said he would not
object to giving Thompson eith-‘

er R-2C or R-5 as long as they
applied only to Thompson’s
property.

But Stratton stressed he was
speaking only for himself. It
remains to be seen if others
who have opposed the R-2C pro-
posal, particularly the Concern-
ed Citizens Committee and the
East Park Avenue Block Club,
will find this solution accept-
able.

Thompson  originally  had
sought multi-family zoning for
his lot at 312 E. Church Street
after fire destroyed two of the

four units in the building there.

Because the building appar-
ently had been converted before|
the area was rezoned for single|
family use, it had been designat-
ed a legal non-conforming use.

Thompson, therefore, could
have restored the building to
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to the plan commission.

To avoid this approach, the
commission in the past year
had even recommended rezon-
ing the entire mnine blocks,
bounded roughly by Park Ave.
nue, 2nd Street, Washmgton
Street and 5th Street to R-5,
similar to the multliamlly des-
ignation it had held from 1957
to 1965, when it was rezoned
for smgle family use.

But the commission withdrew
its own petition after area res-
idents objected that this would
lead to further deterioration by
allowing subdivision of existing
buildings.

. Later, Thompson himself ask-|

ed that the entire block bound-
ed by Hill, 4th, Church, and
rd Streets be rezqned R-5 so

tmue thelr opposmon

At Tuesday’s council meeting,
former coumcxhnan Kenneth
Stratton a re51dant of the larger
R-2C area, . ‘said he would not
object to giving Thompson eith-
er R2C or R-5 as long as they
applied pnly to Thompson S|
property.

But Stratton stressed he was|
speakmg only for himself. It

|remains to be seen if others

who have opposed the R-2C pro-
posal, particularly the Concern-
ed Citizens Committee and the
East Park Avenue Block Club,
will find this solution accept-
able.

Thompson  originally  had
sought multi-family zoning for
his lot at 312 E. Church Street
after fire destroyed two of the

hat other property owners could i;four units in the building there.

build new bulldlng§ i
- The plan commlsswn approv-|

ed this request, only to have|t!

it rejected by the city council.
At that time Thompson said
he mtended ‘to'build. two new
stxw:tures containing a total of
24 units, with financing assist-
ance fmm the Federal Housing
Authority.
~ This morning Thompson said
his plans remain essentially the
same, except w1thdut the F'HA
fmancmg
“I hope to bulld twe bmldmgs,
contammg a total vof 20 to%%
“? $’

.new»

Because the building appar-
ently had been converted before
e area was rezoned for single
family use, it had been designat-
ed a legal non-conforming use.

Thompson, therefore, could
have restored the bulldmg to
its four units without requesting
a zoning change. But he could
not have added additional units
or build a new structure other
than a single-family home. ‘

Since insurance money would
not have covered repairs,
Thompson said he decided to
seek "addltlonal financing for a
ng

A Te
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Open to all ages

Approvenew project park

By Darlene Napady
Of The Courier
Two acres generally do not

‘make much of a park, espe-

F

‘cially when wedged between
two large housing develop-
‘ments.

~ But at its last meeting the
Champaign Park District
board gave final approval to

plans by Louis Hunley, a

black landscape architect,
for just such a park—termed
a parkette—in Champaign’s
Preject I wurban = renewal
area.

“The park had to be de-
signed especially for an im-
pacted area,” explained Mrs.
Patricia Leonhard, chairman
of the board’s recreation
committee.

“Most parks this size are
designed for one age group,
such as a ‘tot lot’” she
said. “But this one had to

Donald Bresnan, park board
president, estimated.

Because of the large num-
ber of people in the imme-
diate area, the parkette will
have to be ‘100 per cent
functional,” and not simply
pretty, Mrs. Leonhard con-
tinued.

“Fortunately, Mr. Hunley
is aware of the recreation
needs of the area, so he was
able to take this into account
when drawing up his plans,”
she said.

One unusual feature of the
parkette will be a spray bas-
in, where youngsters 'can
play under a sprinkler on
hot summer days.

“Basketball also is very
popular with people in the
area, so there will be plenty
of hard surface area for
this,”” Mrs. Leonhard added. -

Two tennis courts also are

. neighborhood councils ‘set up

- tain a few large trees in;

Monday, Nov. 10, 1969—]
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small for a ball diamond,
there will be open space for
pick-up softball games and,
other such activities, she con- |
tinued.

“We also were able to re-.

the area, although, unfortu-!
nately most of them were!
in poor condition and had
to be removed,”’ she said.

“But the remaining trees
should give sufficient cover
until new trees can be plant-
ed and achieve full growth.

The parkette was not parg
of the original urban renew-
al plan for the area, Urban
Renewal director David Gen-
semer reported.

It was added later, after

to help plan renewal work,
decided the area needed an
additional park.

Workable

program is
prepared

Regional planning staff mem-
bers were assembling Cham-
paign’s workable program today
in hopes of having it ready to

| deliver fo city manager War-

ren Browning later in the day.

Browning said he still did not
know if it will be on the agenda

tof the next city council meeting

on Nov. 18.

The workable program, de-
scribing city problems and efd
forts to deal with them, must

,be adopted by the city and ap-

iproved by the Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment for the city to receive
further federal funds for vari-

lous programs.

Champaign’s current
ble program expires Dec.
at the moment about thi
new funding requiring a
able program would be tl
ond urban renewal project

So far, however, the ¢
has only received a pr

| application for $640,000 i

eral plapning funds and
expected to take any act
at least several weeks.

If approved by the «
and submitted to HUD, tl
plication is expected to ta
years to receive approval.

In a related matter, 1
city codes are expected
ready for council’ action
time in December.

Before granting the la
tification of the workabl
gram, HUDrequired
paign to undertake revis
its housing, plumbing,
cal, building, and fire |
tion codes.

A special committee ]
by councilman M. G.
Snyder has finished its |

dLia baasls

fit a wide range of ages be-
cause elderly people, as well
as families with young- chil-
dren, are expected to live
in the new housing develop-
ments.”

The parkette probably will
not be open for six months,

included in the plans, 'but | ———
these, too, will be part of
a “multi-purpose hard sur-
face area,”
used for other activities, she
explained.

Many activities

Although the parkette is too

which can be

—
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CCI backs ProjectIl

‘Necessary for community integration

To the Editor:

Sir; To the Champaign City
Council:

As Co-Chairman of the Hous-
ing Committee of the Council
for Community Integration, and
as a member of the Champaign
County Housing Development
Coalition, I would like to urge
the City Council to approve the
application for study of Urban
Renewal Project II.

Project I needs Project II to
make that area a healthy one,

and not just an island of decent :

housing surrounded by substand-
ard dwellings. The community
needs Project I and II, and
all forthcoming projects which
will eliminate slums and open
up more standard housing at
realistic rentals and - sales
prices.

The Council for Community
Integration supports Project II
with reservation, however. We
would like to see real citizen
participation in Project II. In
Project I this was not always"
realized, and we have seen that
people whose lives are affected
by Urban Renewal resent being

told, rather than asked, what °

their housing plans might be.

We hope that Project II will
allow for early and continuous
consultation with, and participa-
tion of, citizens directly affect-
ed by Urban : Renewal. The
Council for Community Integra-
tion strongly stipports’ Project
II—but only if there can be
maximum neighborhood partici-
patlon at every planning stage.

LILA LIEBERTHAL
Co-Chairman, Housing
Committee, Council for
Community Integration
Chamnaion

: Saturday, Nov 22, 1969

and the revise
are being read
tion

e
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County plans
toacton
housing units

| The board of the Champalgn
| County Housmg Authority prob-
rably will approve : rcquest, for
1,000 additional umits of  public
housmg in Champaign, then be-
gin specific diseussions:on the
matter with federal housing of-
ficials, Marvin R. Marsh, board
cha1rman predlcted Thursday.
‘The’ Cham*pa:lgn LCity Council
officially made the request' in
a resolutionlast.Tuesday. ° :
Marsh said he expected the

|board to take up the request

iat a' special meeting at 1:30
p-m. Monday ‘at Skelton Place. '

“The meeting orlgma]f‘:y had
been called fo give interested

‘members. of the community a |

chance to meet with prospec-
tive developers and make sug-

gestions on design ‘of 120 long- *

delayed units. -

As passed by the Champaign
City Council, the resolution calls
for “the construction of at least
1,000 units of public housing in
the City of Champaign "in the
next 10 years.”

Final word

“We left it as general as pos-
sible because a lot depends on
Chicago,” Champaign Mayor
Virgil Wikoff explained.
| “We didn’t want to pin it down
{too much because a lot depends

The regional office of the De
partment of Housing and Urba
Development in Chicago mu
i approve all such projects befo.:
they can receive federal funds

{ Although the resolution itsel
does not say so, Wikoff sair
the city still will “try to shoo
for 100 each year” over the
10-year period.

“Actuahy, we would like 20(
the first year to help catch ug
'with past and present needs,”
| he said.

i

{ Marsh, for his part, said the
{wording of the resolution “might
{present some problems,” since
|it does not request a specific
{ number of units each year.

But this will be taken up with
'HUD officials, once the board
approves the request he said.

 Wikoff also said that although
the resolution calls for ‘“con-
(struction” of the additional
‘units, it also means that the
authority can include as part
of the fotal, existing privately
owned units leased to low-in-
come families through the rent
supplement program.

-The request, he added, ‘“‘has
nothing to do” with renewed
demands that the city establish
its own housing authority so that
it can deal with the housing

‘needs of its citizens more direct-

Iy.

- The Housing Development
Coalition, comprised of a num-
ber of commumty groups, has
been calling for such a move
by both Champaign and Urbana
for the past several months.
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"* :-Or new

A total’ of seven developers
have submitted proposals for
the construction of 120 units
' public housing on two sites
friﬁ Champaign, Bud Finney,
ecutive director of the
ampalgn County Housing
uthority announced  this
omhg

als were opened
V onday the deadline for
ssion, and so far have
v'heen studled in detail,
Mnney said.

“Such a study probably will
take at least 10 days, he
Netittiated: Thsi will be fol-
Jowed by a final conference
with potential developers be-
‘fore the housing authority

“board picks a developer, he -
'explamed s
Representatwes of the Con-
cerned Citizens Committee’s
‘North End Progressive De-
velopmgnt Corp. also will be
given a chance to go over
the proposals and make their
recommendations to  the
‘board.
‘They also will be studied
' the Chicago regional of-
e of the Department of
”H@usmg and Urban Develop-
ment, who also will make
commendatwns Finney
sald ;.

A developér is not expect- .

ed, to be chosen until after
the first of the year.

The seven companies that
submitted proposals  were
Creative Buildings Ine. of Ur-
bana, Shapland Construction
Co. and C. A Petry and
Sons of Champaign, Howard
Steele Construction Co. of

’\Gramte City, Baker Brothers

7 proposals in

housing

of Peoria, McCarthy Broth-
ers of St. Louis, and Lipp-
man Associates of Indianapo-
lis.

The proposals all were sub-
mitted on a “turnkey” basis
under which the developer
would build the units from
his own plans and then turn
them over to the housing au-
thority for a specified price.

About $1,784,000 is avail-
able for basic construction
of the units. The housing au-
thority already owns the
land: 4.4 acres on North Har-
ris Avenue, near Franklin
Junior High School and 7.9
acres in Champaign’s Project
- Iurban renewal area.

DEC. 17, 1969

THE NEWS-GAZETTE

Apply For Funds
For UR Survey

By TOM SLOCUM
News-Gazette Staff Writer
After a short discussion Tues-

day night, the Champaign City
Council approved the applica-
tion for $640,000 in survey and
planning funds for the proposed
$20 million Project II of urban
renewal by a 5 to 2 vote.

Champaign Urban Renewal
Director David Gensemer said
he would deliver the application!
to the Chlcago offices of the!
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development on Thursday
to begin the long process of
federal appraisal. Gensemer has
estimated it could take as long
as two to three years to get an
answer to the city’s apphcatmn
frem HUD. i

Mayor Virgil Wikoff, before
voting in favor of the applica-:
tion, said the funds to survey
and plan the proposed 156 acre
site would not commit the city
to undertaking the actual pro-
gram.

He said if the apphcatlon is
approved by HUD, the money
will be used to finance an 18-
month detailed study of the
area. After the planning is com-
pleted, he said, the City Council
will decide if it is feasible to
execute the plan. The execu-
tion period for the proposed
project has been estlmated at
three years.

Councilmen William Kuhne,
Dwyer Murphy, M. G. Snyder
and James Ransom joined Wi-
koff in approving the. applica-
tion. Kuhne said, ‘“We have to |
keep in mind’our present goal |

R, S Tl T (BT S S, e e S e . o

[To provide more and better
housing for cmzens of the City
of Champaign.” «‘_,%,

Both Wikoff and Kuhne said,
however, that their. votes for
the survey and planning funds
did not mean they were totally
in favor of the whole Project II.

Councilmen Seely. - Johnston
and Robert Pope continued their
{opposition to urban renewal by
\voting against the apvolication.

Johnston said, ‘“This is just!
the first step to be followed by
many more. People are going to
be very sorry.” He said he
knew of two private firms that
have plans to possibly develop
the area, and said he was in
favor of solving the housing
shortage through the private
‘enterprise system.

Pope labeled the federal ur—
ban renewal system as a ‘“na-
tional disgrace’” marked by
‘“tyranny, suffering and failure.”
He said the plans for another
'program - in Champaign would
bury the city “‘irrevocably’ in
'the federal bureaucracy.

Pope also said he could see
no reason why people in other
states should have to pay fed-
eral taxes to pay for planning
ar urban renewal program in
Champaign.

In other urban renewal busi-
ness, the Council authorized the
sale of 10 lots in the Project I
area to Community Homes for
redevelopment, approved an or-
dinance vacating a portion of
N. Fifth Street at E. Bradley,
and authorized the sale of a

narrow strip of unusable land
e b s T e g, g

(CAC Opposes
Increase In

UR Acreage

The Champaign Citiz e ns
Advisory Council on . Urban
Renewal said Tuesday it would
not recommend adding 43 acres

of land south of University|
Avenue to the area to be plann-|

ed for the proposed Project II of
urban renewal.

‘The CAC acted Tuesday af-
ternoon. The Council passed the
application for survey and plan-
ning funds for the original Pro-
jeet II area, bounded by the
Illinois Central tracks, the south
boundary of Project I, Wright
Street and University Ave. at its
meeting Tuesday night.

The request to extend Project
II beyond the original 156 acres
was made by the University of
Hlinois on an unofficial basis.
The 43 acres in the request was
bounded roughly by Wright and

The CAC said the fail

‘the University indicate its

Fourth streets and Springfield

and University avenues.

Not Justified

The ' CAC rejected the in-
clusion of the 43 acres because it
said there was no adequate
justification for the increase, the
added cost would be too much
for the city to afford, and the

urban renewal staff could not
handle the added work load!

under the present time schedule.

' for the area made it diffi

justify the inclusion of the
Members said they did nof

. to hurt the original applic:

chances for approval by ¢
an area of questionable ne
The CAC said the sit
may change if the Unix
shows definite plans to e
in the area in the compreh
10-year plan expected |
released in January. It ¢
separate = project could
started in the area if i
known the University pl:
expand in that direction.
Increase Cost
Champaign Urban Re
Director David Genseme!

' the added area would in

the cost of Project II b
miilion. The city, he said,
have 1o pay approxir
$250,000 of this added ex
He said the added area wo
crease costs while not iner
revenues to pay for the co

Gensemer said the adde
could not be covered und:
present plans to finance
renewal through receipts
the utility tax.

Gesemer also said the
wouid increase the work I
his nine-man staff by :
one-third. He szaid, “I can
way of doing this at the p
tima.”

He said if the execution
of Prcgject II were leng
from three to five year
work could be done. The
schedule calls for a thre
execntion period.

e =
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CHURCH COMPLETED

>The Church of the Living
Goed at 311 E. Bradley Ave.
is one of the first buildings

fo be completed in the urban

renewal area. Byrd Construc-
tion Co. was contracior for the

Saturday, Nov. 15, 1969

church, The church purchased
the urban renewal site from
the city’ of Champaign after

selling its property at 801 N.
Poplar St. under the urban
renewal project. The church

is at the corner of 4tt
Bradley streets.

N.E. Champaign

Vote expected on zoning

The Champaign City Coun-
cil prebably will vote Tues-
day on a plan commission
recommendation to rezone
nine blocks of northeast

Champaign to allow for the .

construction of new apart-
ment buildings on a highly
conditional basis. :

The council delayed action
on the proposal until its Nov.
18 meeting in hopes that con-
troversy surrounding the zon-
ing could be cleared up. Ap-
parently, however, the con-
troversy remains.

The proposal was first set
before the council at a study
session Oct. 27. At that time
the council promised not to
vote on the proposal for three
weeks, so that the Concerned
Citizens Committee could set
up meetings between the plan
commission and residents of
the area. ;

Two meetings were held,
one last Saturday and the
other Monday, but plan com-
mission chairman James
Scheeler termed the turncut
at both meetings ‘“‘disappoint-
ing.” He said less than 15
residents of the area appear-
ed at the two meetings.

Vote anyway

And now, it appears, the
council may vote on the pro-
posal with the objections of
the CCC still largely unre-
solved.

The area recommended for
rezoning is bordered roughly

" of existing structures

by Washington, 2nd, Park
and 6th streets.

It is presently zoned R2,
which limits new construction
to single family residences
and prohibits the subdivisien
into
apartments. Recommended
is R2C zoning, a special
classification that would al-
low construction of new mul-
tiple family dwellings, but
would also prohibit the sub-
division of existing struec-
tures. \

At the Oct. 27 study ses-
sion, councilman William
Kuhne proposed making R2C
even stricter. He suggested
writing into the ordinance a
restriction that would allow
new multi-family dwellings to
be built only on lots where
multi - family dwellings
already exist.

That would mean no single
family dwellings could be
torn down to make way for
apartments.

Replace building

The rezoning proposal is
largely a result of a request
by Merton (Skip) Thompson
that he be given permission
by the city to replace apart-
ments he owns at 310 and
312 E. Church St., with new,
larger apartment buildings.

The building at 312 E.
Church is a four-unit apart-
ment building that was parti-
ally destroyed by fire last

year. Two of the units are
still habitable, but Thompson
proposes tearing dewn the
building and replacing it with
an eight - unit ap?rtment
building. 5

Two previous efforts by
Thompson to get his property
rezoned so he could build
were blocked. The plan com-
mission at one time approved
a plan to rezone the city
block on which Thompson’s
property lies, but the plan
was voted down by the coun-
cil later. :
Oppose R2C

The CCC claims it is not
opposed to Thompson’s plans,
but is opposed to R2C zoning
for two main reasons.

They say residents fear
R2C would allow unchecked
construction of apartments in
the area which would be in-
consistent with the single-
family character of the area
and that it could give rise
to development by absentee
landlords.

The plan commission coun-
ters that Kuhne’s restriction
would solve both problems.

CCC and residents also ar-
gue that existing regulations
are not sufficiently enforced
and that there is no assur-
ance that R2C would be ei-
ther. They are expected to
attend Tuesday’s council
meeting to state their case
one last time before a final
vote.
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Champaign to ask planning funds

By Darlene Napady
Of The Courier

After onlx brief discussion
the Champaign City Council
voted 5-2 Tuesday fo apply
for $640,000 in federal funds
to plan a second urban re-
newal project.

This mornmg, Urban Re-
‘newal Director David Gense-

‘mer said he hoped to have

the application in the Chicago
‘regicnal office of the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development by Fri-
day.

The funds, if approved by
federal officials, would be
‘used to plan renewal work
in the remaining 160 acres
of the city’s Northeast Neigh-

. newal is to provide
- housing,’ he said.

that otherwise would be used

borhood, a pmJect which, if
undertaken would cost $18-
million to $20 million.

But as Mayor Virgil Wikoff
pointed out, submitting the
application does not commit
the city to undertake any
actual renewal work.

“Voting for this application
does not necessarily mean
I would favor the project,”

-~ Wikoff said, casting one of
‘the five ‘“yes” votes.

He was joined by Council-
man William Kuhne, who
said the council ' probably
would be taking the right
step in submitting the appli-

~cation but added that the
; matter should be gwen more
~ careful study.

“The $640,000 is probably
more than we need, and we
also should keep in mind that
the main goal of urban re-
more

Councilman M. G. “Bob”
Snyder said he ‘“‘echoed”
Kuhne’s remarks, then added
that he thought the city

~ should study the possibility

of a locally-financed urban
renewal project with funds

as the city’s share of a joint
local-federal project.
But Wikoff said such a dis-

. cussion would not be germain
~at that point and Snyder

withdrew his comment.

Councilmen Dwyer Murphy
and James Ransom joined
Wikoff, Kuhne, and Snyder
in voting for the application
but made no comments at
the meeting.

Councilman Seely Johnston
voted against submitting the
application, saying “this is

' just the first step of many.”

“People here will be sorry
in a few years when they are
still waiting for something
to happen,” he warned.
“Project I is still going on
nine years after preliminary

talks.” i

Johnston was ]omed by
Councilman Rcbert Pope,
who said he could not ‘let
the occasion pass without
onice more voicing objections
to a federal urban renewal

. program. ”»

“The urban renewal au-

tho_rlty will fasten a federal
bureaucracy on us forever,”
he warned, adding: “I don’t
see why people in other
states should be forced to
help pay for a $640,000 study
in Champaign.”’

Earlier in the day the Citi-
zens Advisory Committee on

- Urban Renewal took no ac-
tion on a request from the’

University of Illinois that 12
blocks south of University

Avenue be added to the pro-

posed project area which cur-
rently is bounded on the
north by the first urban re-
newal project, on the west by
the Illinois Central Railroad
tracks, on the south by Uni-
versity Avenue, and on the
east by Wright Street.

The group seemed to feel
that the university had not
justified its request other
than saying that the area
was deteriorating and that
it was concerned about it.

‘“The university is appar-
ently worried that soon there
will be at least one new
apartment building on every

block, which would make the
cost of land acquisition for
expansion in this area pro-
hibitive,” said Henry Spies,

CAC chairman.

Under urban renewal, how-
ever, the city could acquire
and eliminate substandard
structures then resell the
land to the university.

If need be, the university
could use its own powers of
eminent domain to acquire
the new apartment buildings,

- Spies said.

But the university must be
willing to state flatly that
it intends to expand into the
area before the CAC could
consider the 12 blocks, bound-
ed by Umvers1ty Avenue, 4th
St., Springfield Avenue and
erght Street, for Urban re-
newal, Spies added.

If the university’s master
plan, scheduled to be releas-
ed in January, shows better
justification for including the
area, the CAC will be glad
to reconsider the issue at
that time, he said.
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' ROCKOME ¢

| Some From Yeste
Some As New A:

- POTTERY — CHINA — LAMI
! CRAFTED FURNITURE AND E
D ILLINOIS DUTCH CHEESE 2
FOODS — STICK CANDY. (27
- SCENTED CANDLES — DUT(
* AMISH STUEF AND IL

LECTION OF MOTTO TR

CKOME ST

FASHIONED CHRISTMAS

“Families and md1v1duals who
wlil be required to move as
Champaign’s urban renewal
program s ¢
not been B
s Athat theh‘
Will be bettered.”
So dec]agag 1hg,§eChampa1gn
Urbana Cor'ﬁ‘% il¢ for  Com-|
¥ ny Int .,La
uRsed 1 2;}510 iew hotsing for
fnmﬂu\ and. - individugls  who
will he displaced Lyu.the urban
1"enew_al mrogram. The Couneil
senit” = letier to James Wil-
liams, relocation offlcer of the
Champaign- Department of Ur-
ban Renewal =
The letter said:

“Some will be required by
the city to move in the hope
the city will be improved, but
not yet with any assurance that
their own condition will be bet-
tered.” .

The letter was written by
Robert Zackery, exccutive co-
chairman of the Champaign -
Urbana Council for Community
Integration, -and Henrietta A.
DeBoer, co - chairman of the
groups housing committee, A
copy was sent to The News-
Gazette.

Pointing out that people with
relatively low income want to
know where they can move if

forced out by urban renewal, as
stated by  Williams, a number
of possibilities are listed in the|.
letter:

“They ecan double up with
others within the ghetto, just
as many ‘have been doing for a

Almost no one
but it 1s the most

“Theysmay remain in the
ghetto, but in newer and -
better. accomodation than
they ha ve at present. No

"~ one has yet developed plans

Relocated Fumw

hou:
ments, and it was state'

as it dis-|this alternative, it wﬂl

da-tions«;.
side the ghetto mm
will ‘come to pass.”

"The third posmblhty

for those who prefer and

available only if:
More public housing is bi
Such housing includes
for larger families.
Admission is available {0
those who need it most.
The present public houT
desegregated. T
A fourth pOSSIblIlty given
that they ‘“may find satisi
tory : housing elsewhexge in
community. Your report
gests some will choose this
ternative, if such housing.
available,” the letter said. *
The letter to Williams
said that a limited amoun
such housing is already avail
able. Some of it represents whi
owners-who will sell without ¢
crimination, the letter said,”
added it is believed more
owners will come forward as.
need is made apparen’t} 2
It was pointed out tha
Council for Community In
tion had assisted a num
Negro families to move. in
larger community by as&;
in locating such houses.
noted other houses are ava
on an open occupancy basis
required by a Presidgnﬁal d
tive of 1962. One category was
given as new homes in devela’i)-
ments where the plats are glven
approval by the FHA.
Another category Vrepr
sents houses repossessed b,
the FHA and the V“terazlmz_
Administration. These Ia.tter

(Please turn to Page 8, col. 3)
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Sunday,

$20 million Champaign project

UR future up to federal officials

By Darlene Napady
Of the Courier

A stack of blue loose-leaf
notebooks were delivered to
the Chicago regional office
of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Friday.

Each contained a copy of
a request for'$640,000 in fed-
eral funds to plan a second
urban renew al project in
Champaign.

The City Council approved
the application Tuesday by
a 52 vote, stressing that it
did not necessarily mean the
city would actually undertake
more urban renewal work.

The fate of the application
now lies with HUD officials,

~ who are expected to give it

careful scrutiny, and, if they
approve, offer the city a con-
tract for a loan to pay for
planning.

At this point the city coun-
cil would have to give its
consent once more by ap-
proving this planning con-
tract, which then would go
back to HUD for final ap-
proval,

If the planning contract is
approved, the city could be-
gin planning the project. The
planning, it is estimated,
would take 18 months.

At the end of this period
HUD would draw up a con-
tract for executing renewal

- work and offer it to the city.

If the council and, subse-

quently HUD, approved this

ec. 21, 1969

contract, renewal work could
begin.

The application submitted
Friday estimates that it will
take five years and cost ap-
proximately $20 million to
carry out the project in the
remaining 160 acres of Cham-
paign’s Northeast Neighbor-
hood, Ilabeled “Proposed
Project Illini.”

But according to a repre-

_sentative of Candeub - Fleis-

sig, the planning firm that
prepared the application, get-
ting HUD approval for even
the planning contract could
take as long as two years.
Urban Renewal Director
David Gensemer, however,
remains optimistic that the
application can be approved

ubmits
al fund
ations

from Page 3)

lications already
line’’ when Presi-
d M. Nixon signs

into law.
Champaign appli-
ed in the Chicago
Friday, it should
nemer said.

xecution contract
for approval now,
e, the $239,000 that
I. spent on land
in 1963 could be

h 1964 to the pres-
[total of more than
h in non-cash cred-
p offset the city’s

e, the city still
lose out its first
ewal project, en-
e solid black line
, on schedule next

n officers still are
lems finding new
two large families,
said last week,
from the Citizens

al.

two other families
atad were exnect-

he $3.1 million

WASHINGTON

BRADLEY  AVE.

TR
P

-

EDD DDDE!] PDDDOG D4DDD 185}
o 18 Ll

=

|

FDDDDDQl E\jamﬂmal

VINE

aan

POPLAR

lT];DﬂUD“U: ] D.Duﬂiﬂ Fs’nz U‘:m. '; .

oo
i

T

|g: Daio g KD[] DDDJ moma@

CoLUMBIA

o=sial D 0.0 'D‘Q'D‘D'
el JlE _“W

ommittee on Ur-

r Proposed PrOJect Ilini e

e S U S Ay L P e Py P T
HILL st

— Y —

og D‘{]GD fa] ODQUODE
BUQ’SL‘ J;kD,Z“:I:UJ g O 1"
278 G B

EP_UD_DEQI lﬂﬁj {ni0o {1] Luaadmuﬂ ]D Iy [5' GD—EI

]gumcm ‘ E-Qu-mugj P:, DUUD :J[

a':_JJ ga
Etlaugﬂa_J ﬁa DGSH r i mﬂ B Dnioiol] ‘G{]Dn e Lol Ja

PARK

] [G000E] [

| — — WALGHT So—

Q}DDI FDD DD[l

R R RN e R

by next fall, when results
from the 1970 federal census
will officially push Cham-
paign’s population past the
50,000 mark.

If it is not approved by
then, it could present prob-
lems for Champaign because
cities above 50,000 are re-
quired to pay one-third in-
stead of one-fourth of total
project costs.

This would add about $1.4
million to the city’s current
estimated $4.2 million share
of the project, which would
make the undertakmg pro-
hibitively expensive.

This would just about tri-
ple the city’s cash contribu-
tion, currently estimated at
$700,000, with the remaining
$3.5 million in various non-
cash credits.

Besides the threat of hav-
ing to foot one-third instead
of one-fourth of the bill,
Champaign is faced with the
task of convincing HUD that
it should bend its guidelines
so the proposed area would
qualify as a university relat-
ed project.
$3.1 million

At present, the city is
counting on $3.1 million from
University of Illinois land
purchases in recent years to
make up the bulk of its non-
cash contributions.

But to receive HUD credit
for such university purchas-
es, one-half of the project
area must lie within a quar-
ter-mile of the nearest princi-
pal building on campus.

Since this is not the case
in the Northeast Champaign
area, the city is hoping to
convince HUD to increase
this distance to nine - six-
teenths of a mile.

Champaign may be in for
one windfall, however. The
compromise version of the
1969 Federal Housing Act
contains a provision extend-
ing the period over which
university purchases can be
counted, from seven to eight
years previous to HUD’s ap-

., proval of the execution con-
tract.

This provision applies only

(Please turn to Page &



City submits
renewal fund
applications

(Continued from Page 3)

to those apphcatmns already
“in the pipeline’” when Presi-
dent Richard M. Nixon signs
the measure into lav.

‘Since the Champaign appli-
cation arrived in the Chicago
HUD office Friday, it should
qualify, Genemer said.

Extra year

If the execution contract
were ready for approval now,
for example, the $239,000 that
the U. of I spent on land
acquisition in 1963 could be

added to the $3.1 million

spent from 1964 to the pres-
ent for a total of more than
$3.3 million in non-cash cred-
its to help offset the city’s
share. 5

Meanwhile, the city still
plans to close out its first
urban renewal project, en-

closed by the solid black line -

on the map, on schedule next
May 15.

Relocation officers still are
having problems finding new
homes for two large families,
Gensemer said last week,
asking help from the Citizens

Advisory Committee on Ur-

ban Renewal.

The only two other families

to be relocated were expect-
ed to move into new quarters
shortly.

During the planning period
for the second renewal proj-
ect, area residents will be
organized into groups to give
them participation in plan-
ning the work, Gensemer
stressed.
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A map of Northeast Cham-
paign shows the first urban
renewal area, enclosed by the
solid black line at the top,

O —

and the proposed second area,
tentatively called Project Illi-
ni, bounded by Project | on
the north, the lllinois Central

AR

tracks on the west, University
Avenue on the south, and
Wright Street on the east.
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Wikott Finds HUD
Meeting Is Fruitful

/By BOB GESKE
News-Gazette Staff Writer

- Champaign city officials met
S

with officials of the - U.
Department

sgmple breakcown in  com-
munications between our offices.
esday we got to the top

man and got our problems solv-|'
of Housing and e&, :

Friday, Aug. 2, 1968—3

_CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIER
— . 8

Champalgn Tries Again

Workable Program Resubmltted to HUD.

Champaign’s Workable P r o-

gram has been resubmitted to
federal authorities in Chlcago
for processing.

Richard Maltby, regional
planning director, said the
Workable Program was for-
warded to U.S. Department cf

terfaith Council will not be jeo-
pardized.

Maltby said federal officials
in Chicago promised to attempt
to complete processing of the
program by that date.

Included in this submission of
the Workable Program were

Urban Development (HUD )
Wednesday morning in Chicago
and, according to Champaign
Mayor Virgil Wikoff, “‘it appears|
be recertified in the nea'r
future.”

~ The recertification apphcatlon
for the approval that expired Ju-
ly 1, 1967, has been submitted to
HUD by city officials several
times since its preparation last
summer, and has been rejected
on each occasion with sug-
gestions for the city to improve
or upgrade workable plan
statistics and regulations.

The latest rejection came July
19 in a letter from John E.
Kane, who.said the data in the
submission was nine months old
and must be revised.

Wednesday morning Wikoff,
City Councilman William Kuhne
and planning director Richard
Maltby met for two hours with
Kane and assistants and Wikoff
said, ‘“They approved our
building * code revisions and in-
spection system. They told us
to resubmit our application and

—

results of the meetings of the

the city’s workable program w1ll |Cifizen's

assured us we would be re-

certified. :
"“The problem seemed to
stem,” said Wikoff, ‘“from a

“‘aThe only revision we have to !
nijike to our apphcatxon ” ex-|
gmed Wikoff, “is to include the

Advisory Committee
for the last year. We had lagged
on that but it will be no problem|:
whatsoever.”’ )
The recertification rejection '
would not have affected finar

renewal project, but would hawv

cing on the presént urba MONDAY, AUM
R st iad s S

Housing and Urban Develog:

ment officials Thursday after-

noon.
Approval of the program is

ey

minutes of meetings of the Citi-
zen’s Advisory Committee on
Urban renewal and its various
is |subcommittees and pertient cor-

expected before Oct. 15. This respondence received by the

will mean the low - cost housing
project contemplated by the In-

S

curtailed or seriously -slow -
development of federall
assisted privately construct

THE NEWS- GAZETTE

|

low-cost housing projects now
being planned by Mt. Olive Bap-
tist Church and the Inte1fa1rth
Apartment Corporation.

“They assured us,” said|’
Wikoff, “that they would work
with us to help meet our Oct. 15!
deadline on the Interfaith proj- ]
act.

“We went over our changes|
according to their suggestions,
step by step, and they approved
our changes,” Wikoff said. ‘“They
did tell us we would have to
show progress on our building
code revision by next year. We|:
are in the process of revising
them now.

‘“This was my first meeting|
\with these people,”” Wikoff said, |-

“and I found them cooperatwe

and willing to help.”

Regional Planning Director
Richard Maltby said the records
of the Citizen’s Advisory Com-
mittee can be mcluded and the
application mailed to the
Chicago office by Friday. A

|

To Consider
Land Take Suit
In UR Area

The Champaign ~City Council
will be asked to approve another
en}ygpt dpmn, suit against

perty in Phase I urban
x‘e 7al area Tuesday evening.

The land in question is an

eight-foot-wide strip of land

along Bradley avenue needed
for w1denmg of the street The

Also on ,ﬁie coilncll agendal
for the regular meetmg at 7 :30

committee.

1 Federal officials had insisted
that more up to date informa-
tion about the CAC be furnished
before the Workable Program
could be considered for approv-
al. This was a considerable re-
treat from the previous federal
position stating the entire pro-
gram would have to be redone
because all of it was outdated.

The compromise was worked
out in a meeting -Wednesday
between Mayor Virgil Wikoff,
Councilman  William Kuhne
Maltby and HUD officials in
Chicago.

The program must now be
processed by the Chicago re-
glonal office of HUD, where it
is expected to encounter no fur-
ther difficulty, and then be for-
warded to Washington for final
approval by the central HUD
office.

# Chicago officials emphasized
they could not ‘guarantee the
speed with which Washington
would handle the program, but
in the past Washington has gone
along with . recommendations -
from the regional office.

Champaign Homes is a cor-
poration of local women who

are moving homes out of
clearance areas and rehabilitat-
ing them for sale at cost to low-
income families.

The council will receive b1ds
for construction of sidewalks
in Garden Hills and Hohday
Park subdivisinos. s 3

City Manager Warren Brown-
ing said last week he intends
to ask the council to approve

vision. =

the appointment of. a fifth ser-
nt in police de-

be assigned to the themle{dl- |
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¢ The Moon Company, based in
Olivet, Mjch., has 16 more
houses to demolish in the first
order. About 200 more buildings
will come down before the de-
molition phase is completed in
1969. 3 .

The ‘second order is expected
to be the old Standard Brands
egg cracking factory, which
probably will not come down as
éasily as the house. P
. “That one will take meya lit-
tls longer,” Moon, conceded,
“put it’ll go pretty quick once
we get the roof off it.”.

Pope, (UR Anti) Gets
«~First Spadeful

“My congratulations to those
who have prevailed,”” Cham-
paign Councilman Robert P.
Pope said as he wryly ac-
-iknowledged a gift Tuesday eve-
*Ining.
Pope, the council’s most out-
spoken and articulate opponent

]

-|presented with the almost pro-

ed in the Phase I renewal proj-
ect. :

One of the fixtures in Pope’s
speeches has been to point out
that although urban renewal
was conceived nearly eight
‘|years ago, ‘not a single spade
of earth has yet been turned.”’
| When the first house to be
demolished had been reduced
to slivers Tuesday afternoon, a
local radio newsman had city
Urban Renewal Director David
Gensemer scoop a spadeful of
dirt from the site into a shoe-
box.

The box was presented to
Pope at Tuesday evening’s City
Council meetine. “‘“There are
even a few splinters of the
house in it,” the newsman com-
mented,

Pope rose to the occasion,
saying, “I suppose this is a day
of great regret or great jubil-
ation depending on your point of
view. My greatest regret ‘is
that I'll' have to write a new

=T

yweulesuday ob

of urban renewal, had just been ;

verbial first spade of dirt turn- !
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newal will recommend that the
city council pick Lippman and

Associates of Indianapotis to re-,

develope 4.5 acres in the north-
west corner of the city’s urban
renewal area. : 3§

But it also decided to recom-
mend Creative Buildings, Inc.,
of Urbana as a second choice.

Two other firms that submit-
ted proposals, Consumer Con-
struction Co. of Chicago and
National Homes of Lafayette
were . eliminated because com-
mittee members favored those
of Lippman and CBI.

The group chose Lippman by
a four-totwo vote over CBI
even though CBI had promised
maximum employment of area

‘residents in building new hous-
ing on the tract. |
Not Enough Work 7

Several C A C' members felt
|that the CBI proposal in this
‘respect was vague and that the
firm’s construction methods
would leave little on-site work
for the black subcontract-
ing firm now being set up.

This firm will be employed
ifor such work on North Mt.
\Olive Manor, a 72-unit project
by CBI just east of the site
junder discussion. C B 1 repre-
sentatives have argued that this
new company would get off to
a better start if it could line
up a second project right away.

“We must get maximum area

participation f r o m 'whatever
company does it, but I can’t
see any difference in amount
;between Lippman and CBL”
!said John Barr, CAC chairman.
He added he “was leaning
toward Lippman” from a con-
istruction standpoint.
i Jack Petry also voted to rec-j
jommend that Lippman be|
given preference but he added
that no council member would
|be seriously disturbed if CBI
were chosen.

'Major Factor
Although he admitted he did

‘willing to make an extra effort
to employ local people, he said
this ~should be a major factor

not know if Lippman would be

in choosing the developer,
Henry Spies, CAC vice-chair-
man, said the group would have
to take Lippman’s word that |
it is willing to make certain
changes‘in its proposal. But he
voted in favor of the Indian-
apolis firm on the basis of pos-
sibilities. ~ el
“Sincé CBI uses factory-built|
modulars, they are limited-in

width fa 19 faat tha mav

al program is about 80 per cent
complete in land acquisition and
about three-fourths complete in
relocation of residents and re-
habilitation of houses, David
Gensemer, director of‘urban re-
newal, told the city council
Tuesday. ;
Gensemer said the: total cost
of acquisifion- to date was $1,-
724,620 for 159 parcels, repre-
senting 89.3 per cent.of the to-
tal. Seven more parcels are un-
der sale contract now, bringing
the total to 166 of 178 to be

Homes Inc., a non - profit cor-
poration, set up to purchase and
rehabilitate: homes to provide
low-cost housing for persons dis-
placed by the program. ;
Six more lots will soon be
sold to Champaign Homes and
two to the Church of the Living
God, whose = present church
building will be demolished.

There have been 94 structures
demolished to date, which is
73 per cent of the total slated
for removal. This includes the
old egg crushing plant, by far
the largest structure in the proj-
ect area. There remain 35 resi-
dences and two non - residential
structures to be demolished.

Gensemer said every building
but the Airflex plant and the
present Church of the Living
'God has been removed from
the area planned for 60 units
of public housing. The plant and
adjoining junk yard are in the
| process of being cleared, Gen-
!semer said, but the church will
be allowed to remain as long
as possible. ' .

There have been 97 families
relocated, representing about 72
per cent of those who must
be moved. The department has
also relocated 23 of 35 individ-
uals. £
, James Williams, director of
'relocation, said several individ-
'uals who had been living in
{the project area at the time
the project began were trans-
]ents living in rental units and
| had relocated themselves.

! Every family and individual
but ene has moved into standard
housing, Williams said. = =~

The ‘urban renewal depart-
ment is presently attempting to
confact the .one exception, Wil-
liams .said. Federal payments
may still be made to this per-
son -up to six months after the

I

move to help obtain standard
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NOTICE ('J:F SALE
: & 0
$1.865,000.00 PRELIMINARY LOAN
e NOTES

OF = :
ITY OF CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS
v 5. July 30th, 1968

SEALED PROPOSALS will be received
by the above-identified local pubhc‘ body
corporate (hereinafter called the “Local
Public Agency’’) at Room 400,'Iumoxs
Building in the City of Champaign, Il
41820, until,  and ‘publicly opgned at,
one o‘clock P.M., Eastern Daylight Sav-
ings Time, on August 13th, 1968, for
the. purchase of $1,665000.00 of notes
of the Local Public Agency fo be known
‘as “‘Preliminary Loan Notes (Second
| series A),” being issued ~fo aid in
financing its Urban Renewal Project,
| designafed Project No. 1I.R-67. The United
|States of America has agreed fo make
'a loan under Title 1 of the Housing,
Act of 1949, as amended (42 US.C.
1450 et sea.), to the Local Public Agency
to assist the latter in undertaking and
carrying out such Project. By authority
'of said Act and” with the agreement
of the Local Public Agency, the said
‘Notes are to be unconditionally secured
as {o the -payment of both principal
and inferest by the United States of
America. The full faith and credit of
the United States will be pledged fo
such ‘payment under an unaualified pay-
ment agreement endorsed on esch of
the Notes. Under said Act, such agree
_ment is required fo be construed by
all officers of the United States separafe
and apart from said loan agreement
land is inconfestable in the hands of
a bearer thereof.

THE NOTES will be dated Septembe:
10th, 1968, will be payable to bearer
on September 12, 1969, will bear inferes
from their date to their maturity al
the rate or rates per annum fixec
in the proposal or proposals acceptec
for the purchase of such Notes, wil
be issued in such denominafions, anc
both principal and interest thereof wil
‘be payable at such ‘incorporated Banlf
having trust powers or incorporated Trus
Company, as. the purchaser designate:
in the proposal. Such Bank or Trus
‘Company must be a member of the
‘Federal Reserve System, or of the Federa
Deposit Insurance Corporation, and mus
have an unimpaired capital and surplut
of not less than the aggregate principal
amount of Noies designateq in the pro-
posal or proposals submitted by the
purchaser; provided, however, that sud}
unimpaired capital and surplus need no
exceed One Million Dollars. The Notes
will provide that they are not valic
until after such Bank or Trust Company
{has * signed - the ‘agreement, appearin¢
on each Note, to act as paying agent

The Notes will be transmitted to sucl
Bank or Trust Company for deliver)
to the purchaser upon receipt and dis
bursement by such -Bank or Trust Com
pany of the purchase price thereof i
accordance with instructions from th
Local Public Agency. After taking d¢
livery of the Notes, the purchaser sha
obfain the signature of such Bank ¢
Trust Company upon the Noie; as afort
said. All fees or charges, if any, {
such Bank or Trust Company shall ¢ 3
paid by such purchaser. ' 1 3
SAID NOTES will be special obligatiol
of the Local Public Agency and Wi
be secured by' a requisifion agreeme
between the Local Public Agency at
the United States of America und
the terms of which agreement the Uniti
States of America agrees fo lend 1
Local Public Agency prior fo the m
turity of said Notes an amount sufficie
to pay the principal and interest ¢
all said Notes and agrees fo cat
so much of the proceeds of such lo
as shall be sufficient to pay the _pr!ncu
of and interest upon any of salld'No‘
to be deposited at the respective Bz
or Trust Company at which said No
are payable for the benefit of the holt
or holders thereof. Under fhe proce
ings authorizing said Notes, the proce’
of such loan payment will be irrevoca
pledged first to the payment, at r
turity, of the principal of and infer
on said Notes. -

THE VALIDITY of the Nofes i
said requisition agreement shall be subl
to approval by atftorneys designated
the purchaser in the Proposal. Comp
certified transcripts of proceedings, in¢
ing organization transcript as requil
evidencing the validity of the Ni
and of said reauisition agreement
be furnished such aftorneys af 1
5 days prior to the date of fhe Nt
The fees or charges of the atiorr
shall be paid by the purchaser. 1

ALL PROPOSALS - for the purc
of any of said Notes shall be §gbm1
in a form approved by the Local Pt
Agency and shall be enclosed i1
|sealed envelope, addressed to the L
Public Agency, which should be ma
on the outside ‘“Proposal for Prelimi
Loan Notes.”” Copies of such forn
proposal may be obfained from
Local Public Agency at the fgt







If construction géts ;ecutmn stage are 60 umts of
way this spring, work on C] public housing in the southwest '
paign’s Project I urban rem corner of the project I area
al area will be a year ahead|and 120 units of low-income
‘of scheginle, urban renewal dl- housmg, proposals for , ‘which
‘rector :Davxd Gensemw‘-‘~ are to to be accepted Feb 12,
‘Sunday. = X : ensemer said.

Gensemec; ow;lmed progress| The nex :,malor step in re-
of the city’s urban renewal ac-| - work, he continued,
tivities at a meeting of United wmﬁd ‘be applying for federal
Religious Social Actmn Council|funds to plan a new project
in the - First Prwbytenan A major possibility is a
' Church of Urbana Jjoint: ]ect with the University
Accordmg tﬂ thé schedule| % M0, , which will allow the

» .

show “tangﬂ)‘levzk Sirpis | Av
more renewal work is undef <l s
taken has led the department|, : ﬂ?g bemg set up be-
bo. st projests likettie TOuti|nppcunty officials m dlscuss

low - income housmg develop-

ment sponsored by Mt. Olive| s mter
Baptist Church and contracts
from general impr menhs;
such as streets m\dsye

ade twb years ago for
- renewal to move from

Gensemer said. ject to the next without slack
Expect Approval of in between thst lead
 The city council i

to approve sale of the
for the Mt. Olive project
day night, along with
park area to ‘the

contractor ' nt, | Under fe@, ‘regu&ah ns ‘if
sti : ill| the city were. rgceive a plan-

‘begin in three N i
the units should

occupancy by next Jz
Other projects nea

Sunday

Another fire Mon(laj"mght at :
Goa-E Eureka St hv;enf: out be- .
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Sixty-six acres of fand.

A little less than two years ago,
those 66 aéres contained some of
the worst housing in Champaign,
according to  David  Gensemer,
Champaign’s’ Urbim Renewal Direc-
tor. Now' that area ‘s involved in
Champaignls; first nUrban Renewal
Pl‘OJeCt \ﬂ % R e s

" There are two 'main anectxves of
the project. According to the plan
submitted; to, the - federal rgovern-

b i

ment they de ‘both the elim-j
ination  a pxeveqtmn of the
spread . of. g deterloratrone

and bhght an

project area. by the stablhzatrom
and conservatgp of property val«
ues: Wivar o i
The plan also ;proposes cneatmn
of more functional land-use rela-
tionships;
recreational areas, lights and open.
spaces; improvement of fire pro-
tection and elimination, of fire haz.
ards; and 1mprovement ofr-, fic
patterns. pistie o4

Provide Opporbumty i f

Gensemer $aid, “This %roject wi i
also provide the city with the op=
portunity to integrate ‘the Nor
east area. Mthout ‘urban renewal
this never would have happened.”

Residents of the project are a ?1
most entirely black !

The project area is bounded by
the Illinois Central Railroad tracks
on the west, Beardsley Avenue on
the mnorth, the Champaign City
limits on the east, and Grove and
Vine streets on the south.

Gensemer also stressed that this
program was ‘“‘a people to people
program.” He said the most im-
portant part of the project was
“the people and their feelings.”
Only One Approved

This project is the only phase
of urban renewal approved by the

Champaign City Council. Gensemer
said the 66 acres now undergoing

grqusmns for bet-;;,
ter - living mg@;&lons within thej|

~provision of adequaté |

cm To lntegrafe Champaign'’s North End’

en*aWal

.Although - the:pro;ect area con-

1tams ‘some of the worst-housing in:

Clmmpaxgn, it also contains some
fairly good housing, Gensemer said.
Level Areas

The worst areas are bemg com-

pletely leveled and rebuilt, “al-

though the developer of the razed 3

area has yet to be chosen. The
Citizens’ Advisory Committee on
; i s i

Urban - Renewal has spent several

weeks ;studying projects different

developers have done in the mid-
west: The CAC will recommend a
developer to the city council and
the council will have a final say on
the decision.

However, many of the structures
in the area will not be destroyed,

‘Gensemer said. If the owners of

U ge&y

EMPTY LOTS PREDOMINATE in much of Champaign’s largely
black North End. Project 1 of the city’s urban renewal program
has cleared some 66 acres of substandard housing. This land
now awaits construction ‘of replacement housing.

(Daily Illini staff photo by Jim Baird)

. HEPAOND auqmn:) HA be?;m ol “inz

these homes can bgmg
city standards, ‘the
allowed to stand Sd e"Homes meet
the minimum standards now and
need no rehabilitation at all, he
added.

‘Acquire Land

The first step in the project was
acquiring the land. The final plan

says that “all structures which do

not meet the minimum property
standards, prppertles which are
-designated for public reuse and
all properties including structures
and /or land, where the size of the
parcel is to be changed shall be
acquired by the city.”

To date, 163 parcels have been
acquired with only 10 more to be
obtamed The 01ty did not acquire

land where the owner brought the
structures up to minimum building

code standards. FoedE
Relocation e
Relocation of people whose

homes were razed was seen hy
many to be a major problem in the
program. Gensemer, however, said
that the relocation has gone rather
well, so far, and that there have
been only a couple of cases where
finding a new home for the dislo-
cated people was a problem.

He said families had been placed
in all parts of the city and had
experienced few problems adjust-
ing to the new neighborhood. He
also said that most of the neighbor-
hoods receiving former North End
residents had accepted them well.

|
|

|
/

(

\
|
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Gensemer also stressed éhat this
program was “a people to people
program.” He said the most im-
portant part of the project was
“the people and their feelings.”
Only One Approved

- This project is the only phase

of urban renewal approved by the |

Champaign City Council. Gensemer

said the 66 acres now undergoing |,

rengvation are only a part of 235 ||

that need improvement. He said he |

would like to begin planning for |
al

following_urhan

council by only one

1967 and is schedy
tion in May 1970. The council will |

probably study the results of the

first project before deciding wheth- |

er or not to start Project I

i —
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By Urban Renewal Depariment . . .

By SALLY WAGNER
Daily Illini Staff Writer

The relocation office of Cham-
paign’s urban renewal department
has successfully completed 55 relo-
cations, five of wich were single
resident placements.

And, according to Urban Renew-
al Director David Gensemer, his
department will have to relocate
85 additional displacees. Fifty-
seven displacees of this total can
qualify for public housing, based
on income. .

Gensemer says the elderly of
this group can be admitted to the
Bradley-McKinley housing pro-
ject for the aged, but that 10 per
cent of those eligible for public
housing will not want to live there.
The size of the units will be too
"'small to accommodate the size of
the families.

Gensemer and the urban renew-
al department are now faced with
the problem of finding enough low-
income housing for at least 27
families and possibly as many as
35 families and individuals,~in a
community where housing of any
kind is relatively scarce. g ;
Only 13 Homes Built 5%

Statistics released by the Chain-
paign Chamber of Commerce 'in
December indicate that in Septem-
ber and October, 1967, only 13 new
homes were built. And the period
from October 1966 to October 1967
saw the completion of only two
new apartment buildings.

Average apartment rental per
month is a little over $100, accord-
|ing to Gensemer, and in addition,
these apartments do not contain
room for a family of five or more.

A University community *of 30,-
000 (not all of which require open
market housing) and a city popula-
tion of 60,775 (estimated 1966 cen-
sus) enter the market to compete
with displacees needing housing,
and, specifically low-income hous-
ing.

Some Will Build

“I’'ve been trying for years to

get builders, promoters to build

mersaid, “and only now are efforts
being made in this area. But not
enough efforts are being made.”
Gensemer explained that private,
non-profit groups can build low-
income housing at three per cent
interest on a federal loan. This
program is sponsored under Sec-
tion. 221(d)3 of the Federal Hous-

in ST .54:‘ o)

%ne s“t%ﬁgb”rg’anization is Mount
Olive Baptist .Church, which plans
to build 60 units—three stories,
with four units per floor. Qualify-
ing for the loan, the units will be

the church will manage . them.
When the loan has been repaid
(with, say, a 20-year mortgage),
with interest, the church will take
| over wnership of the units.

55 Families.

and: rent low-cost housing,” Gense- |

owned by the government, and |

— T

E s = 0=
Not Enough Groups
Gensemer said not many: groups
have come forward to fill the hous-
ing gap in this way — “Business-
men could form a co-op, as well as
churches, civic groups or even in-
dividuals,” he said.

Yet, still another problem arises,
even if such groups did come for-
ward. Champaign Homes, Inc., a
group of 15 women, has concerned
itself with buying homes in the
project area, renovating them if
necessary and moving them out of
the clearance area.

Members of this group point out
that land costs in the Twin Cities
are high, and such high costs in-
crease the chance of doing the job
cheaply. High land costs decreas-
ing the chances of building homes
in the low-cost range likewise af-
fects those using Section 221(d)3
loans.

Some Living at Poverty Level
Many of the urban renewal dis-
placees are classified as living in
poverty, based on national income
levels. Thus, for these people need-
ing apartments sufficient for fami-
ly size, the age-old problem of mon-
ey creeps in. The urban renewal
department, in its relocation

pay rent over ome-quarter of their |

pamphlet, aﬂfﬁsﬁlacm not to.

income, and e rents of $100
generally do exceed this fraction.
The city may }fav‘é dug itself out

3

of a seriou€ hole in this area in
Decembrer; however. It voted in fa-
vor-of ;pequesting the housing au-
thority teiapply for federal funds
to obtain temporary housing for
persons displaced. The funds
would be used to provide low-rent
housing by leasing dwelling units
in existing privately-owned struc-

rtures. This plan would also enable

those who can’t move into public
housing to apply for a rent subsidy.

While this action by the city
council may facilitate more ability
to compete on the open market, it
does not solve the problem of the
lack of housing.

‘Isn’t Any Housing’

John Lee Johnson, ocmmunity
organizer in the ghetto, comment-
ed that “I have housing asked of
me every day-._;gx those people —
but there lsn’f any housing,”

“There’s no place for these peo-
ple to go, and sometimes the urban
renewal department can’t ‘supply
the three adequate choices they're
supposed to, because, as-I said,
there isn’t any housing,” Johnson
added. 5 £ X 4D

Tomorrow: Independent groups
trying toji&ﬂle gflp. =%

| — . —
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AT YOUTH CONVENTION. The First
National Youth convention of the Great-
er Holy Temple Church opened Tuesday
night. ‘From left are D. D. Gensemer,
Urban Renewal director, representing

Mayor Virgil Wikoff of Champaign; Weaver.
Ay O R

News-Gazette Photo by Doug Daniel.s |
ons. National Youth presi-
liam A. Melker of Holy
national field

Larry Simmon
dent; Rev. Wi
Temple; Mrs. Joe E. Jones,
worker; and Robert V. ]

alderman, representing Mayor Stanley'

3
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‘Re-appointed

| ‘Mayor Virgil Wikoff said Fri-
ilday he will appoint the same
‘| members to the Champaign Fair
i|Housing Board under the new
Ugrdinance as existed under the
*| previous ordinance.

| The members will be Kenneth
“|Stratton, chairman; Lawrence
Stinson, Raymond Smith, Larry
Bushu and Cleveland Ham-
i monds.

| The mayor’s appointments
must be approved by the city
council, but this is a formality.
 The new fair housing ordi-
nance, strongest in the state,
-|will go into effect May 13. :

Under state law, such ordi-
nances become effective 10 days
after their publication in a news-
paper. The ordinance is being
published Friday.

The city council will approve
the mayor’s appointments to the
board at the May 2i council
meeting, and Wikoff said he ex-
pects the board to hold an or-
| ganizational meeting shortly aft-
jerthis. : ;

—r o O e o)

B

;ggted officially since no com-
[plaint of discrimination had
§ =

Zbeenfﬂedsinceifscreaﬁon.

!

T —— |

. of 40 leased housing units. He
* said a private contractor has in-

Will Approve
120 “Tumkey
Housing Units

The Champaign County Hous-
ing Authority will hold a special
meeting at 2 p.m. Thursday at
the authority’s offices in the
Lakeside Terrace Project,
Urbana, to approve going to the
turnkey approach on the 120
units of public housing in Cham-
paign.

Bud Finney, executive direc-
for of the authority, said the
board will also discuss approval

dicated he is willing to build 20
units each in Champaign and
Urbana for the elderly and then
lease them to the housing
authority under the rent subsidy
plan. § :

The rent subsidy plan allows a
low-income person to rent a

home at a price he:can afford,
with the federal government:
making up the difference
between the actual rental price
and what the person is paying.
The authority has been
authorized a total of 110 units
under the subsidy plan in Cham-
paign-Urbana, with 40 alloted for
the elderly. o
The 120 units of public housing
in Champaign had been bid on in
August, but the lowest bid was

- 40 per cent over the estimated

cost of $1,784,000. The authority
‘has since then been considering
“the turnkey approach.

Under this method the
.authority will hire a contractor
-to build 120 units for a specified
-amount of money. The con-
tractor will work from his own
plans, and when the project is
complete, will “‘turn the key”
over to the authority. ’

‘The project will consist of 60
units in Champaign’s Urban
Renewal area and 60 units near:
Franklin Junior High School on
North Harris Street.

Finney said construction of
the project is expected to begin
sometime next spring.

Tuesday, July 23, 1968—3
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HUD Rejects Plan

Federal
To City

© ByL. H. Alexander

The U. S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urbar Development
has officially rejected the Work-
able Program submitted by the
City of Champaign. =
City officials, who had e

ed the rejection since a tele-|quires

phone conversation with HUD
officials two weeks ago, attempt-
ed to get an appointment with
John E. Kane, who is in charge
of Workable Programs, but were
informed he will not be available
this week. S
In the meantime, Champaign
is ineligible for federal funds
to finance low-cost housing de-

Grants
Cut O

- 1ban Renewal Program.

City Manager Warren B
ing said Tuesday further

struction of public housing
also be endangered by th
Jection. -

he federal governmen
gires - cities to have ce
Workable Programs to be
ble for various forms of f
assistance.

~ The reasons listed in t
jection are such that worl
have to begin completely
on the Workable Program

city officials can reach s
other understanding with
Chicago regional HUD off

velopments by private develop-|federal officials remain

ers in conjunction with the Ur-
" O——

manat on this point, it v
months before a new Wo
Program can be submitted
Browning said he was
plete'disagreement with {
soning of HUD. “If ‘this
gram is now outdated it
cause of the delays caused
Iy by the federal govern:
he said. |

The letter received from
said the statistics in the
able Program ‘‘were oOri
prepared prior to Octobe
and, therefore, contain th
marization of data that
least nine months old.”

Browning said over 5%
9 months mentioned wer
by the federal governmu
review the program. “Wi
plied with every request
made to change the p
during this period,” he sa
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M ayor Wzkoff C’omments

Reversal of Clty Housmg Verdlct Appears

,’ByL H Alexander .
Chances are slight i];at ‘the
Champaign City Council ‘will re-
consider last fall’s decision
aginst creafion of a city public
housing authority, Mayor Virgil
Wikoff sa1d Friday.

The mayor commented in
answer to a request from a
representative of the Councﬂ for

Community Integration who
urged this, saying the county
housing authority had demon-
strated no ‘“responsiveness to
community needs, commitment
or initiative.”

' Bud Finney, director of the
county housing authority, de-
clined comment, Friday pending
consultation with the board.

The city council defeated such
a move last fall after meeting
with officials of the city housing
authority. State law provides for
city take over administration
and ownership of all federally-

fmanced pubhc housing within
the city limits by a sxmple ma-
jority vote.
Construction Delay

Wikoff said the council had
turned down the suggestion then
because he had been told by
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development officials
that such a move would only
delay further the already lag-
ging construction of 120 units
of public housing in comjunction
with the urban renewal pro-
gram.

The statement delivered to the
city council by Mrs. Lila Lieber-

thal, a member of the CCI Hous-|

ing Committee, dealt with the
federal leased housing program.

Mrs. Lieberthal is a real estate

broker and said her efforts to
lease housing to- be used as
public housing had failed be-
cause the county housing author-
ity was' not responsive to her

(i

inquiries.

Wikoff admitted the leased
housing program ‘might well
be another matter,” but said
construction of regulaf public
housmg ‘'was the -priority item
in the program. ‘We just can’t
afford to jeopardlze that, ' Wi
Kkoff said.

Confer Next Week

Wikoff said he will be in Chi-|
cago next week to confer with
regional ' officials of HUD and
would ask them then if the situa-
tion had changed. “I smterely

doubt that it has,” he said.

Mrs. leerthal said in her
statement that ‘the council six
months ago ‘“directed the county
housmg authority to participate
in a federal leased housing pro-
gram which would alleviate
some of the relocation prob-
lems of urban renewal.

“At that time it was obvious

that the long delay in building

the new public housing units
would leave ‘many low-income
displacees. with little or mno
chance of finding decent hous-
ing. It is even more obvious
today that the new units may
not be under construction until
spring of 1969, and the need
for housing by many displacees

| simply cannot ‘wait that long s

Sfop-Gap Proposa, ‘

1t does not appear, Mrs Lie-
bethal said, that housing author-
ity offm;als have acted on a
separate, stop-gap proposal to
fmd rentgl housn;g

“They ﬁave not invited low-
income  applicants to locale
leased housing which meets
their needs, as several local au-
thorities have done across the
country.

“They h_ave never widely pub-

. {licized the real advantages of

this' program to a landlord
—such as the PHA entering into

a.2 to 5-year lease at a reason-
able market rental, the PHA
taking on the burden of the
whole landlord-tenant relation-
ship and the PHA returning the
house to the landlord at the
termination of the lease in the
state state of repair as it was
in at the start.

Relief Welcome '

“In short,” she said, ‘this
could be a very attractive ar-
rangement for many landlords
‘who would welcome releif from
e time - comsuming aggrava-

' |tions surrounding rental proper-

tlges 7

Mrs. Lieberthal said Finney,
director of the housing authority
had told her ‘landlords balk
about renting their properties
to urban renewal displacees.”

She also charged Finney was
“terribly evasive and complete-
ly unwilling to come up with
any specific figure or rental
range” when she 'approached
thim to indicate her own interest
\in renting a house under the
leasmg program. :

“He said every rental would
depend on the tenant’s ability
to pay,” she related, and ‘i
pursued this by statmg that it
was next to impossible for me
to buy a property—and even
more so ti interest others in
the ides—if T had no rental fig-
ures to use.”

When she asked whether a

"nhkely

{fihedertraom ' hotsa. she hwas

considering offering for the pro-
gram might rent for $125 mouth-
ly, she was told the rental was
too high.

In another part of her state-
ment, Mrs. Lieberthal said the
average national rent paid by
the renter in the leased housing
program is '$56 meonthly, with
the average ‘federal share na-
tionally being $76.60 per month.

Finney asked her, she said,
whether she would be able to
get six or seven pro‘perties for
the program.

“I told him that I was having
difficulty getting the necessary
information from him to even
consider going ahead on one,”
she said, “but that I was trying
to interest others in the program
and that concrete information
was necessary to carry  their
interest over to actual purchase.

Call Back :
“Mr Finney,” she - further
charged, “then said the PHA

just -hated to pursue a lease
program with less than six of
seven properties,” and when she
suggested that “six or seven
is usually reached by starting
out with.one and two, he said
he would discuss the matter
with his board and call me
back.”

That exchange was nearly a
month ago, the CCI member
said, and “I haven't yet heard
from him.”




’CHAMI_’AIGN-URBANA COURIER

Tuesday, August 5, 1969--

hood should qualify for a uni-

tain requirements.

Failing this, the city will con-
sider splitting the area into two
projects so that one will be
close enough to the University
of Ilinois campus to bring the

(Related story on 'Pagev 8)

city several million dollars in
non-cash credits to use for re-
newal work.

The Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee on Urban Renewal Mon-
day voted to try this approach
to continuing renewal work aft-
er hopes for a Neighborhood
Development Plan (NDP) were
dashed in recent weeks.

City manager Warren Brown-
ing attended Monday’s CAC
meeting to reiterate results of
talks with federal officials in
Washington and Chicago where
he learned no federal funds
would be available for an NDP.

- Under NDP a new type of

a city could plan and
wal work simulta-

neously, g the time lapse.
between ion of a project
and re

Stayi

~ But o£ the shortage
of fund paign will pursue
at lea \ti;m: being the
‘General ood ﬂeﬂewal

used in 1t§eseﬂt ranewal
area.
Asaﬁrststep theCACasked

e Couri ;

Champaign apparently will try
to convince federal officials that .
its entire northeast neighbor- |

versity-related renewal project, |4
although it does not meet cer-

hali of it is beyond a quarter
mile g& the university campus.

ut an exception to this re-
lent provides that federal
s will consider a larger
,’“lf the intent of the project
annot be accomplished by re-
stricting at least half of it to
within one-quarter mile of the
campus,” Gensemer said.
Land ‘credits’

Under 112 provisions, the city
could “take credit” for certain
university land acquisitions’
since 1958. At last total, this
amounted to more than $3 mil-
lion.

Under matching formulas, this
would bring the city at least
$6 ‘million in federal funds for
renewal work without investing
a cent of its own.

Without such aid, Browning
said, he ‘“would be leery to
say” that the city could foot
the bill for its share of more
renewal work.

“Without 112 assistance, we
could have some kind of a proj-

us - - related pro;lect
’s UR ~goal

e f»ls ﬁlat at present more than 2

“We already have completed
a ‘windshield survey’ of the en-
tire area, except for the com-
mercial establishments along
University Avenue, and began
structural and family surveys
this morning,” he said.
Before council

A professional planner then
will be hired to put this infor-
mation in application form to
be submitted to the city coun-
cil. The amount to request will
be determined in about two
months, Gensemer estimated.

The council then will vote on
whether to submit it for funding.
If it is funded, the project
then will enter the planning
stage in which area residents
will be consulted in drawing
up actual land use and other
plans for the area.
Once planning is complete the
project will enter the execution
stage in which land would be
acquired, cleared and resold
and conservation and rehabili-

ect but would be highly restrict-
ed in what we could do,” Gen-
semer agreed.

Henry Spies, CAC chairman,
said it also was doubtful if the
city could afford a smaller
project, such as that prviously
discussed. This is the area
bounded by Project I, the Ilii-
nois Central tracks, the alley
south of Washington Street, andl
5th Street.

“There is a lot of sewer and
storm drainage work to be done
there,” he noted.

Urban renewal staff members

currently are gathering informa-
tion for the planning grant ap-
plication, Gensemer said.

urban renewal director David,
Gensemer to proceed with prep-:
aration of an application for
federal funds to plan a single

university - related project,
known as a 112 Project after.
|that section of the federal hous-
ing act.

A single 112 project would be]
easier to administer than two'
smaller, simultaneous projects,
Browning and various CAC
i members agreed.

Initially, the project area

would be bounded by the first:
urban remewal project on the
north, the Illinois Central track,
Umversxty Avenue, and anht
{Street.
But these boundaries could be
revised once a grant is received
and planning is under way, Gen-'
semer said.

One problem in considering
the entire area as a single proj-

X

tation work would be undertak-
en.
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ply. a shack, ' but w*hen hard-
efe ‘and good people spend

1g to prepare for the time
) longer wark-ﬁ'.t‘ makmg

theny a ne ase  of life, et cetera, et
cetera, and n. It is quite benevolent
for the Co to consxder loaning such
persong,jhe, ence | een the selling

price (ba yestmﬂays mﬂrget) and
the cost of a&ﬁou,se (based of the inflated
prices of today) and thus in their old age

obligate themselves with a long-term,loan ;

when they have spent a lifetime trying

to buy a house which'they could own. This

is ridiculous. And to take a lien on such
property is an outrage.

As a taxpayer who is v1rtually bemg
destroyed by the eVer-enctoaching taxes
on a small downtown p;ope‘rty (which one
day might eonceivably be condemned for
the good of the commumty), 1 would be
one of those jpeople who would have to
pay the increased cost of replacement
housing for those persons living within the

confines of the Urban Development en-

deavor, but we will have to give d]S-
placed persons a house which will be com-
parable to the one from'bghieh t‘hey were
driven (and I mean driven) according to
their evaluation and not according to the
appraiser’s evaluatxon :
While the Usrban Develolmmnt project
has much merit and is not difficult to
support if the ‘persons Iivmg ih blighted
areas are the first and primary consid-
eration and if the goal of
bureaucracy is the welfare of unfortunate
people, we will find out’ P:ventuaﬁy that it
is basically a land grab and thepeople liv-
ing in these areas are poor and without
influence and money to ﬁght: back and
thus must simply do what they are told.
If the future has anything to offer all
of us in the way of tranquility, we are
going to have to listen to people like the
Thomas’s and we are going to have to
give them value equal to what they are
having to sacrifice and not what the cur-
rent market values are. Our elected of!
ficials are going to have to see these
houses and ‘the various s1tuatxons which
will arise thm h the eyes o! the people
involved. If‘we#think there'fis an alter-

native, we are thsp kidding ourselves.
4 ANOTHER TAXPAYER
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City, Private Fmancing

0f CDC

By L. H. Alexander

The cooperation between pri-
vate enterprise and the munic,ip-
al government is emphasized in
the report of the Champaign
Development Corp.  currently
'under study by city officials.
- Financing the improvements
for streets, parking and private-
ly owned busmesses the report
points out, will necessarlly be
on a long range basis due to

- the cost of the projects.

There are a number of fi-

nancing arrangements suggest-|

ed in the report for the im-
provements of public facilities—
most particularly streets and
parking.

Not in Street Budget

According to the report, ‘“the
financing of street improve-
ments indicated on the develop-
ment program can be accom-
plished in several ways and will
require immediate planning and
cooperation by interested offic-
ials for effective progress.”

The initial stages of the plan
have already been studied and
approved in principle by the
Champaign Plan Commission
and Parking and Traffic Com-
mission.

In both instances, however,
arrangements for fmancmg the
projects have been left to the
city council.

The council appropriated in
this year’s budget funds for a

professienal study of the park-

ing system and also the reten-:
tion of a  financial admser to
study the possible means  for
financing lmprovements in the
system.

The 1968 street program an-

nounced previously by the ~city,
however, contains none of the
projects suggested ‘in
of the plan. This includes thei
Main Street underpass and im-
provement of Park Street, the
widening and extension of Chest-
nut Street to form a one-way

stage 1

couple with Walnut Street and

sourqexs“extremely

Propo

',‘the widening and landscapmg

of 1st Street.
The report suggests that some
street improvements can be fi-
nanced by motor fuel tax '
but notes revenu "f

This is particularly true sinee
the 1966 bond referendum which
made possible 10 separate street
improvement projects commit-
ted approximately half the an-
nual revenue the city receives
from the motor fuel tax,

Many of the street improve-
ments recommended by the re-
port are advantageous in the
fact that the city already has
adequate right-of-way to widen
the streets, thus no extensive
property acquisition is needed
for the initial stages of the plan.

The report states that when
such acquisition is necessary
“the city may also choose to
proceed with right-of-way ac-
quisition financed with bond is-
sues. Other local road improve-
ments may, in part, be accom-
plished by dedication of rights-
of-way by private developers.”

It is also possible that some
improvements suggested in the
plan will be eligible for fed-
eral aid. The report suggests
this is true of First Street.

Other Means Urged

- The report also points out
some recommended street im-
provements will be éligible for.
non-cash credit as. part of the
city’s urban: renewal ‘program;
specifically the mprovém'
Park Street and "
Street o L

In urban renewal prmects the
iederal government allows the
city to count nnprovement of
public facilities, in this case
streets, as part of the portion
the city must pay towards the
urban ‘renewal pro;ect Cham-|
paign currently is committed to
pay for one-fourth the total cost
of the urban renewal projects.

The report suggests that the

on |chased -
* lor other part‘és e 3
The report a]so suggests pro-

city . xmght consxd hher means
for financing p: ampmVe-
ments than  the con‘l'.r
chasing now e‘m;gloyed, i

sued by the city, Under Tlinois
statutes, however, it - appears
that parking facilities might be
financed by general tax funds,
special assessments, special tax-
aiton, parking fees, special
charges, rents or any combina-
tion of these methods, including
revenue bonds.”

In addition to the general
methods  possible for financing
the necessary municipal proj-
ects, the report also sets down
techniques'which may be em-
ployed by the private sector of
the economy, particularly the
CDC itself.

Four Techniques

According to the report: “The
Champaign Development Cor-
poration can play a substantial
role in initiating and financing
private developments in down-

ing techniques: :
1) Interesting developers and.
property owners in new devel-

and rentals.

.2) Carrying out appraisals and
option negotiations for property
assemb
Objsammg capltal for the
purélia‘se and resale of proper-

perty owners improve their own
facilities. “In addition, major
property owners in downtolyn
have expressed interest in im-
provements to their property.
Working toge,ther significant
changes _can be accomplished
in the area of private develop-
ment; particularly with coopera-

| “The financing of proposed |
this pm*kmg?acﬂltles might be hand-
~ {led ‘through revenue .bonds is-

town, possibly using the follow-|

opments and negotiating sales|j

tion from the city.”

e
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$20 mlllwn pro;ect in Northeast Nelghborhood

EDITORS NOTE This is f
the last of six articles on a
prpposed second yrban reneiw-
al}ro;eet for Champaign. The
first step, an application. for |
federal planning funds, is now "
befoie the city councﬂ which
is expected to take action in
coml{ng weeks.

\By Darlene Napady
Of The Courier

Before it can go on to Wash-
ington, the proposed application
for $640,000 in federal funds to
plan a second urban renewal
project in Champaign must get
a stamp of approval from the
City Council.

So far, the council has not
discussed this particular pro-
posal, presented to them at a

study sesswn Oct, 28 §
‘And at least five of the seven

|council members say there must
‘v‘befjsx)mév

discussion before ‘they
can form an opinion on whether
the  city; shoud, undertake ' re-
newal work in ‘the remaining
160 acres of its Northeast Neigh- .
borhood at a cost that may
go as high as $20 million.

Probably the earliest the coun-
cil can discuss the matter would
be a study session on Nov. 25.

City Manager Warren Brown-
ing said the matter could be
taken up at that time.

Only councilmen Seely Johns-
ton and Robert Pope, both long-
time opponents of urban renew-
al, would venture opinions be-
fore then.

Johnston called consideration

. The city

of/ more renewal work prema-
ture, saying: “It’s like talking|
about Christmas, 1971, when we
haven’t even celebrated Chnst-
mas, 1970 yet H

The city has yet to flmsh Proj ‘
‘|50 said he expected the council

ect I, he noted.

Pope also said the councﬂ has
yet-to see the outcome of PI‘O]-
ect I.

““But I haven’t changed my
mind one bit, I'm still against
it,”” he said.

“More urban renewal would
create a new level of local gov-
ernment, without any suggestion
that it ever be termmated H
Pope said. , |

“I have long said that if the
council feels that such matters
are the business of government
at any level, the city should
take the $100, 000 it is now spend-

ing on urban renewal each year
and use it to build homesyon|d

]ots that .are now va nt,"

also :coulc}
its bulldmg ce@es to.

approach i he said.

'He added he had “an idea
or two” to discuss w1th the rest
of the council before making
|up his mind.

Councilman Dwyer Murphy al-

to “bat the subject around a
little”” before he reached any
decision.

“Right now I just don’t Know,
although the size of the thing
did horrify us,”” he admitted.

Councilman William Kuhne al-
so conceded that the cost es-
timates “look like a lot of mon-
ey’ but said he, too, would
wait for some council discus-
sion before venturing any fur-
ther comment, ;

James Ransom, the only black
member of the council, said he,

 the | velopment Program (NDP).

nd urban renewal proj iect before ci

work to help solve the area’s
housing problems.

‘Mayor Wikoff, likewise, said
he was not sure about the pres-
ent proposal, but added that
urban renewal, in some form,
seemed about the only way to
deal with housing problems in
the area.

In any case, Wikoff said, he
did not expect the matter to
come up for council action un-
til December.

Gensemer has said he hoped
the council could take it up
at its Dec. 2 meeting. =

In the past four months the
council has twice approved pre-
liminary steps for more renewal
work, first by a five to two
margin, then by six to one.

With Johnston and Pope dis-
senting, the council on July 15
authorized the urban renewal

department to prepare an ap-|

plication for a Neighborhood De-

‘NDP, a new form or urban

’renewal ‘would have permltted

the bity to plan and execute

renewal work  simultaneously,
ehmmatmg a preliminary plan-
ning period.

But on a subsequent trip to
Washington, Browning was told
that all federal funds for this
program already had heen al-
located.

He instructed the url‘]an re-
newal department to prepare an
application for federal planning
funds to plan a second conven-
tional renewal project.

On Aug. 19 the council voted
6-1, with only Pope dissenting,
to employ Candeub and Fleissig,
a private planning firm, to help
prepare the application.

“I felt this would give us a
kind of inventory for a $2,000
fee that would have showed us
we don’t need urban renewal,”
Johnston said, explaining hls
vote.

This application was present—
ed to the council on Oct,:

Jand must be approved

least four of the undecid egy.a
members hefore it can no any
further.
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‘Turnkey’

Method Adopted

By DIANE SPATZ
News-Gazet‘tp Staff Writer

The Champaign County Hous-
ing Authority board officially
decided to go to the “turnkey”’
on the 120 units of public housing
in Champaign at a special
meeting Wednesday.

Under the “turnkey’ method,
a private developer would build
the project from his own plans
and then sell it to the authority
at a pre-determined price, in
this case being about $1.8
million.

Marvin Marsh, chairman of

the board, said the authority
was unable to construct
anything under the conventional
approach, so the project would
have to go ‘“turnkey.”
\ The project, con31st1ng of 60
{units on a 7.9 acre site in Cham-
paign’s Urban Renewal area and
another 60 units on a 4.4 acre
site on North Harris, were
originally to be built by the]
authority, but bids taken on
‘the project in August were 43 per
cent or more over the estimate
cost of $1,784.000. The authority
.then tried to negotiate with the
lowest bidder, but was still
unable to bring the cost down
sufficiently.

The turnkey method can cut
costs, since it allows the con-
tractor to work from plans best
suited to his particular method
of construction.- ’

Due On Dec. 8

Contractors’ proposals for the
project are due by 4 p.m., Dec.
8. After the propesals are sub-
mitted, the authority’s consult-
ing architect will study them
and make recommendations to
the board. The proposal for the
least amount of money will not |
necessarily be accepted
Thomas Berger, consulting
architect from the firm of
Berger, Kelley, Unteed, Scaggs
and Assoc., said. He said the
board would consider what plan
would give the most for the
money.

. Construection would probably
start this spring.

The board also scheduled a
pre-proposal conference at 1:30
p.m. Nov. 24 in the Community
Room of the Maurice B. Skelton

detached dwellings instead of
the attached townhouses.
The authority voted to delete

the word ‘“‘poor’’ from the phrase|
“representatives of the poor|
community will clarify to pro-|
spective developers the criteria |

upon which the approval of
development proposals will be
based,”

Open To All

Marsh said the meeting will{

be open to the whole com-|
munity, not just the poor com-
munity, and everyone‘! would
have a chance to present his
ideas to the developers. ‘“We
shouldn’t be obligated to a con-
ference w1th one group,’ he
said. :

Marsh said he was doubtfu] 1f'

single family detached
residences could be built’ within
the allotted budget,
advertisement is worded in such
a way that single family homes
are not the only possibility.

Bud Finney, executive direc-
tor of the authority, said several
developers _had - already con-
tacted him about proposals for
the project. They are: Creative
Builders, Urbana; Universal
Corporation, - Urbana; W. L.
Rogers, Urbana; Lippman and
Associates, Indianapolis, Ind.;
Howard Steel Construction Co.,
Granite City; Engberg and
Shanks,  Peoria; George
Shapland, Champaign; and
Blivas and Associates, Chicago.

Earlier in the meeting, George
MecCullough of Martin Modules,
Inc., presented a proposal for
pre-fabricated ‘‘modules” cos-
ting $10-$12 per sq. ft. Marsh
said the board would be happy
to put him on the list of possible
'turnkey developers,

Tn other business, the authority
received a request from the City

'of Champaign to destroy the

buildings at 804 N. Harris and ||
803 N. Elm because they were
no longer habitable. Finney said
it would cost between $1.200 to
$1,400 to have them torn down.

Marsh suggested the possibili-!

ty of putting this into the
turnkey proposal. Action was
delayed until the next meeting
of the board Nov. 24.

Place, 302 S. Second, C.

. The pre-proposal meeting was
{requested earlier this week by
‘'members of the Housing
|Development Coalition so
‘imembers of the poor community
would have a chance to tell the
|| prospective developers what
they would like.

| The Coalition also requested
that the advertisement for pro-
posals include the possibilities of
_constructing sipgle family,

ﬁ",a—' e L Al e M SR
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With a few minor additions
and corrections, thef Cbam—

m*a

paign wizens
mittee on Urb:
proved a draft of
Workable Program vﬁr \Com-
munity Improvement Thurs-
day and;.recormnended Cits
passage by the city council.
The program, outlining city
problems and efforts to deal
with them, is expected to

be on the agenda at the coun-

cil meeting next Tuesday.

The city’s present program
expires Dec, 1, but Richard
Maltby, d1rector of the Coun-
ty Regional Planning Staff,

said no city programs would
be in  jeopardy if the new

one is mnot certified by then
by federal officials.

A city must have a cem. s

fied, workable program. if it
is to receive federal assist-

related programs. But only
new applications, not exist-
ing programs, would be in-
volved Maltby saig

For this reason the Tack

of a workable program
should not delay processing
for federal assistance for a
116-unit housing  complex
slated for the city’s present
urban renewal area, Malthy
said.

_One apparent change in the
draft of the program, sug-

gested by CAC Chairman
Henry Spies, was an enlarg-
ed description of the func-
tion of a special advisory
committee recently set up by
the University of Illinois to
provide assistance to any
group interested in sponsor-
ing similar projects. =
Donald neville of the U,
of I. planning staff took issue
with a statement saying the
university Board of Trustees

a

city's 1mpr0vement programf

one-quarter, of the c
share would go up
-$500,000 above the pres

. timate of $4.2 milli
- which about $700000
~ be in cash and the
_various credifs.

But three or four
could be added with
creasing project cost
stantially, he added.

- Gensemer also sai
figures are so high t

had authorized a local hous--
ing study for the Concerned
Citizens Committee, a black
community group.

The study was authorized
for the board itself, Spies
agreed.

In other matters, Gense-
mer said he had received
no instructions to ask Can-
deub-Fleissig, the planning

~ firm that drew up the propos-
ance for a variety of housing-

ed application for the second
renewal project, to revise the

_\_draft to include 12 blocks

south of University Avenue.
“The U. of I. had asked
that the area be included

_ in the next project, but Gen-
semer has estimated that this
would add $2 million to proj- .

ect costs, already estimat-
ed in the neighborhood of
$20 million, without bringing
additional credits to offset
this increase.

Since the city would pay

if-the city does deci
go ahead with renewal
it must make sure i
reserved enough  f

; funds in advance.
' “We can always cuf

but we can’t go up,’” he
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Champaign Councﬂ' Passes Fair

Housmg Law

ByL H. Alexander 3=

‘The Champaign, City Councﬂ
Tuesday passed 5 to 1 with-one
abstention the strongest fair
housing ordinance in the state.

The vote came after two hours
of discussion and was greeted
(with a standing ovation sfrom
the highly - partlsan crowd of
about 250.

Mayor Vlrgﬂ Wlkoff and Coun-
cilmen Frank Schooley, William
Kuhne, M. G. (Bob) Snyder
and Paul Somers voted in favor
of the ordinance. Councilman
Robert Pope voted against it
and Councilman Seely Johnston
abstained.

Amendment Fails

The only attempt to amend the
ordinance proposed by the city’s
Juman Relations Commission
failed when the council voted 4 to
2 with one abstention against
the institution of a $5 filing fee
for discrimination complaints.

Councilmen Schooley, Kuhne
Snyder and Somers voted against
the amendment and Mayor Wik-
‘off and Councilman Johnston vot-
ed in favor. Councilman Pope
| abstained.

Snyder, who moved for adop-
tion of the ordinance unchang-
ed, said the possible legal ob-
jections to parts of the ordi-
nance would have to be resolved
in the courts should there be an
objection, but he trusted the
HRC and others who were in-
volved in drafting the ordinance.

Pope explained his ogposition
to the measure by saying that
just as he could not vote for an
urban renewal program that
could take housing from people
without their consent he could
not vote for a law which would
rewrite the real estate laws and |
destroy the right of a person fo
dispose of his prdperty in ;he
manner he sees fit.

“This ordinance is not an;_j
tension of freedom but another|
step down the road to bondage
and slavery,” he said.

Spanish Inquisition?

Pope likened the Fair Housmg
Board established by the ordi-
nance to investigate complaints
to the Court of the Star Chamber
or the Spanish Inquisition. “The
rules of evidence which have
evolved from hundreds of years
of common law are expressly
barred from this ordmance he
said. Zy

He said the. provxsxon regulat-
ing lending institutions exposes
money. to poor risks and ‘‘this
|might be the very savmgs of
!the people the.ordinance is sup-
lposed to help.”

Somers replied a short time
later by saying he did not be-
lieve the Founding Fathers of
the nation intended that persons

§ ORI
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ance reqmrmg a fllmg fee
is a request for a zoning charge
which involves a requested
change in the law. The com-
plaint of discrimination does
not,-he said, involved a change
in the law, merely its enforce-
ment.

“‘When someone calls to have
‘a dog removed, we don’t ask
for a filing fee before we send
the dogcatcher,”” Somers said.

‘Snyder said the council had
been assured by the persons
who drafted the law that ade-
quate safeguards against “nui-
sance filings” have been provid-
ed. “If this proves not be be
the case, we can always change
the law later,” he said.
Community Support

Several members of the audi-
ence spoke in favor of the or-
dinance, including representa-
tives of the League of Women
Voters, the Committee on Racial

(| Justice; the Urban League, the

NAACP and the Council for
Community Integration.

Wikoff reported he received
letters in support of the ordin-
ance from the Champaign
Chamber of Commerce and the
Champaign - Urbana“ Jaycees.
He also said he received a pe-
tition of 177 names from south-
west Champaign supporting the
ordinance. -

An editorial in Sunday’s Cour-
ier-also advocated passage of
the ordinance.

J. W. Briscoe, assistant chan-
cellor of the University of II-
linois, appeared and read a
_ Jess Perkins of the CCI, who
with Clarence Davidson and
Ernest Westfield of the NAACP

vas_the founder of efforts for
a stronger ordmance in Cham-
paign, said he is in agreement

‘|with most parts of the ‘ordi-

nance.

Perkins said the Champaign
ordmance contains the strong
provisions contained in various
other open occupancy ordiances
throughout the state, but that
no other ordinance has all the

prov1smns in the Champalgn
law.

Donald Tennant, who until
Tuesday was the only opponent
to speak publicly, again urged
the council not rush into action
in a moment of hysteria.

Called Unenforceable

Tennant said portions of the
ordinance could not be enforced
and this was another case of
promising too much and not
being able to deliver.

Keith - Whited, ‘a Champaign
resident, asked if the people
of Champaign had the right to
ask for a referendum. on the
statement from Chancellor Jack
Peltason supporting the ordin-
ance. The statement, in part,
read:

“Because of the continued and
persistent practice of discrimi-
nation, the university, within the
limits of its authority, is pres-
ently developing new plans that

State’s Strongest

issue. City Attorney Al Tuxhorn
said the city, under state law,
cannot hold a referendum on
such an issue.

Whited exhorted the council
to “have the guts to stand up
against the local Soviet here.”
The statement was greeted with
groans from most of the crowd
and cries of ‘“‘oh, come on,”
and Wikoff said he believed
statements of that sort were
out of order.

All persons speaking in favor
of the ordinance drew applause
after speaking. Those speaking
against it, three in all, drew
some applause also, but the ma-
jority of the crowd was in favor
of passage. X

After the mec..mg, some sup-
porters of the faw indicated they
would retur: to Urbana and re-
quest a stronger law there—one
based on ‘the Champaign ordin-
ance. »:°

hopefully will help guarantee all
of our staff members, whether
white or black, equal opportum—
ties to secure homes for them-
selves and their families.

“In addition, we need tangible
evidence of support "and positive
action from the community. I
therefore urge this council to
adopt a comprehensive open
housing ordinance. . .”

Tennant Still Opposed

Dennis Judd of the Citizens
for Racial Justice said his or-
ganization not only supported

the ordinance but will work to
see it is enforced. 1

“The CRJ will bring test
cases and appoint a permanent|
staff to assist persons bringing
complaints of . discrimination,”
he said.

-Anthony Martin - Trigona, a
48th district candidate for the
Democratic nomination for the
Illinois House of Representa-
tives, appeared to endorse the
ordinance. =

A registered real estate brok-
er in Champaign, he sald,;ﬂle
institution of such an ordinance
was necessary to insure the

irights of all in the community.
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_ He said th egulat-
ing lending institutions eg%:)lses
‘money. to poor risks and “this
/might be the very savings of
the people the.ordinance is ‘sup-
posed to help.”

Somers replied a short time
l_ater by saying he did not be-
lieve the Founding Fathers of
tl{e r}_ation intended that persons
wishing to dispose of property
could use it as a weapon against
another group of persons.

If there is to be a constitu-
tional challenge to the fair hous- |
ing law, Somers said he “would
be ha_ppy to lend the name of
our city to the case which es-
tfxbhshes the right of persons to
live where they choose.”

_Johnston explained his absten-
tion by saying the community

Council -

petitions have been filed. It is
expected that they will be re-
ceived for the record and takea
under advisement. - - -
The council has the-power to
call a special election on the
referendum, but state law would
not require a vote until the next
peity election, in 1969.
Mayor Virgil C. Wikoff has
said he expects no special elec-
tion will be called.
The council also will hear
a Champaign Homes Inc.
- request that the city sell re-
habitable structures in the
urban renewal area to that

mended that study sessions be
abolished entirely, probably in
favor of four monthly business
meetings.

Urban renewal director David
Gensemer’s'recommendations as
to how to go about the demoli-
tion are expected to set off the
usual controversy in the council. |
Gensemer says he has recom-|
mended to the city manager that
the council contract with ane
firm for all needed demolition
during the next two years.
However, @ ¢nsemer has asked|
that he be given the power to

By TONY BURBA

News-Gazette Staff Writer

Urban renewal will be one of
the topics for discussion again
Tuesday evening at what proba-
bly will be a busy session of the
Champaign City Council.

Also on the agenda are the
'receipt of petitions for a refer-
‘endum on the retention of city
manager government, and an
agreement ,with Champaign
Homes, a corporation seeking
to provide low-cost homes for
families displaced by urban re-
'newal. -

is entitled to a fair housi

law,. but there are certain (1;5
ceptions to every rule. He said
In good conscience he could not !
vote for any law which might
impose a hardship on any citizen
under any circumstances.

Property vs. People |
~ Kuhne said his choice ‘boiled
down to one between the right
of a person to dispose of his|
property as he saw fit and the
right of a citizen to live
where he chooses within
means. “‘Faced with tt
I must c :

"The ‘urban renewal mattaer to
I be brought up finally gets to the
climax of renewal — the demo-
lition .of buildings.

The council will be receiving
the demolition contract recom-
mendation and the proposal
from Champaign Homes for the
first time at Tuesday’s public
session.
~is unusual in that

v Tllinois Pub-
City Manager

order demolition of buildings
acquired by the city as needed.
“I think this-department is in
the best position to know just
when a building is vacant and
no longer needed,”” Gensemer
said.

However, the determina-
tion of some councilmey to
keep tight council control
over the project may lead
to the same type of council
control over demolition as
it has over prope’a_y:acqui-
sition. P,

Little discussion
on the petitions calling for abo-
lition of the present council-
manager system of government.

expected |

corporation at nominal cost.
The corporation, composed of
local women, is seeRing to buy
rehabitable homes scheduled for
demolition, move them to other
lots and rehabilitate them for
sale. 3

They have said they hope to
have homes available at prices
between $6,000 and $8,000.

Also on the council agenda is
an ordinance to prohibit park-
ing on Prgspect Avenue south

§ The street cur-
idened

|{Warren Browning has recom-

Apparently no objections to Ihe

|
A —=
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iditional five years
be completed, esti-
ul Szymanski  of
rleissig and Assoc.
m had been hired
ty several months
aw up the applica-
the CAC had rec-
d that renewal ac-
undertaken in the
south of the first
nd bounded by the

versity Avenue on
and Wright Street
it.
spending the $640,-

ntral tracks on the

government, Street, Springfield Avenue, and
But if at that point the Wright Street, would add $2 mil-
city decides not to go any lion to total costs.
further it does not have to University vice-chancellor J.
pay back the planning grant, W. Briscoe had argued that
Szymanski stressed. these additional 40 acres would
“The city’s only financial strengthen the city’s case in
obligation now is the stamps qualifying for special credits,
to mail the application ‘o without which it could not af-
the Department of Housing ford additional renewal work.
and Urban Development of- This is not true, Szymanski
fice in Chicago,” he told the told the council.
council. N Even with this additional land,
The proposed budget would one half of the proposed project
have to be revised if the ecity area still would not be within
decides to honor a request from a quarter mile of the nearest
the University of Illinois that principal building on the U. of

the area north of University
Avenue may be high ‘enough
that enough-federal funds

will be set aside to assure

completion of the project.

Of this total, /$14,500,000
would come from federal
funds, $4,200,000 from local
‘expenditures, and $2 million
from resale of land = and
buildings renovated as part
of the project.

The federal figure includes
$1,500,000. for relocation pay-
ment to*persons displaced by
renewal work and $300,000
for grants to repair existing
homes. The federal govern-

' census

up on this basis, although
it is possible that by the
time it is approved by HUD
Champaign may no longer
qualify for such a division.

Once the results of the 1970
become available,
probably sometime in 1971,
Champaign’s population offi-
cially will exceed 50,000, the
point where federal law re-
quires a city to pay one-third
instead of one-fourth of the
costs.: ;

Since =~ HUD approval
of such applications general-
ly take at least two years,
Szymanski said, Champaign

rtense planning ac- 12 blocks south of University I.. campus, a federal require-
er what is now en- Avenue be added to the project. ment for such credits, he said.
is an 18-month pe- The request was not made Szymanski recommended that
city decides to go in time to be included in the the city seek exemption from
h the project, this proposed application. Urban re- this requirement by asking HUD

ment pays 100 per cent of may have to cut down the
such expenditures. size of the project.

The remaining $12,700,00#%»,«Qf the projected $4,200,000
represents the federal . " “share, only  slightly

1l be absorbed in newal director David Gensemer to extend this distance to nine- = ernment’s three -} an $700,000 would be
ect cost to be shar- estimated that thie area, bound- sixteenths of a mile. share of project cos,
e city and federal ed by University Avenue, 4th The $20° million figure for The application? v would be
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various forms of credits, pri-
marily - $3,150,000 in recent
land purchases by the U. of
et

Champaign also can take
credit for improvements in

the area by the city or other

governing bodies,

/
These total $240,000 and in-
clude projected street lights
along North 4th Street, two
small parks included in the
first renewal plan and parts
of the expansion of Douglass
Park undertaken as part of
the first project and the fire
headquarters completed in
1966.
Champaign also is asking
$100,000 in credit for addi-
tional units of public housing
to be built on scattered sites
in the second project area.

To come up with its $700,-

n unveils $20 million urban renewal pi'ogram

000 actual cash contribut
the city will have to ¢
tinue its present level of
penditure on urban renewal

Currently this departm
receives about $100,
a year from the city’s uti

, tax.

Szymanski estimated ¢
the city can afford the p
ect north of University A
nue since it will take ab
two years to get HUD .
proval, another 18 months
planning, and five years
execution.

Utility tax payments o
this period, if maintained
the present level, would yi
more than $700,000.

The council did not discs
the matter at all at the st
session. But it is expec
to be on its agenda at
meeting next Tuesday.
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But if at that point the Wright Street, would add $2 mil-
city decides not to go any lion to total costs.
further it does not have to University vice-chancellor J.
pay back the planning grant, W. Briscoe had argued that
Szymanski stressed. these additional 40 acres would
“The city’s only financial strengthen the city’s case in
obligation now, is the stamps qualifying for special credits,
to mail the application ‘o without which it could mot af-
the Department of Housing ford additional renewal work.
and Urban Development of- This is not true, Szymanski
fice in Chicago,” he told the told the council.
council. . Even with this additional land,
The proposed budget would one half of the proposed project
have to be revised if the city area still would not be within
decides to honor a request from a quarter mile of the nearest
the University of Illinois that principal building on the U. of
12 blocks south of University I. campus, a federal require-
Avenue be added to the project. ment for such credits, he said.
The request was not made Szymanski recommended that
in timé to be included in the the city seek exemption from
proposed application. Urban re- this requirement by asking HUD
newal director David Gensemer to extend this distance to nine-
estimated that the area, bound- sixteenths of a mile.
ed by University Avenue, 4th The $20' million figure for

the area north of University
Avenue may be high ‘enough
that enough-federal funds

will be set aside to assure

completion of the project.

Of this total, /$14,500,000
would come  from federal
funds, $4,200,000 from local

‘expenditures, and $2 million

from resale of land = and
buildings renovated as part

- of the project.

The federal figure includes
$1,500,000. for relocation pay-
ment topersons displaced by
renewal work and $300,000
for grants to repair existing
homes. The federal govern-
ment pays 100 per cent of
such expenditures.

' census

up on this basis, although
it is possible that by the
time it is approved by HUD
Champaign may no longer
qualify for such a division.

Once the results of the 1970
become available,
probably sometime in 1971,
Champaign’s population offi-
cially will exceed 50,000, the
point where federal law re-
quires a city to pay one-third
instead of one-fourth of the
costs.: ;

Since =~ HUD approval
of such applications general-
ly take at least two years,
Szymanski said, Champaign
may have to cut down the
size of the project.

The remaining $12,700,000%%»,«Qf the projected $4,200,000
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various forms of credits, pri-
marily - $3,150,000 in recent
land purchases by the U.. of
1

Champaign also can take
credit for improvements in

the area by the city or other
governing bodies, /

/

These total $240,000 and in-
clude projected street lights
along North 4th Street, two
small parks included in the

- first renewal plan and parts

of the expansion of Douglass
Park undertaken as part of
the first project and the fire
headquarters completed in
1966.

Champaign also is asking
$100,000 in credit for addi-
tional units of public housing
to be built on scattered sites
in the second project area.

To come up with its $700,-

n unveils $20 million urban renewal program

000 actual cash contribut
the city will have to ¢
tinue its present level of
penditure on urban renewal

Currently this departm
receives about $100,
a year from the city’s uti

; tax.

Szymanski estimated tl
the city can afford the p1
ect north of University A
nue since it will take ah
two years to get HUD .
proval, another 18 months
planning, and five years
execution,

Utility tax payments o
this period, if maintained
the present level, would yi
more than $700,000.

The council did not discs
the matter at all at the stu
session. But it is expec
to be on its agenda at
meeting next Tuesday.



By Darlene Napady
~ Of The Courier

An urban renewal program
with a total price tag of more

than $20 million was unveiled

Tuesday, almost a year after
the Champaign City Council
. asked the Citizens Advisory
Committee on Urban Renew-
al to study whether the city
could continue renewal work
in its rapidly deteriorating
Northeast neighborhood.

The tentative biidget, in-
cluded in a proposed applica-
tion for $640,000 in federal
funds to begin planning the

work, was outlined before the .
CAC at noon and before the

city council that night. = =

If this application is sub-

mitted immediately to fed-
eral officials, it still would

take about four years for

| actual renewal work to begin
‘.)‘-h i i i
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and an additional five years
for it to be completed, esti-
mated Paul Szymanski of
Candeub-Fleissig and Assoc.
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by the city several months
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from resale of land and
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The federal figure includes
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ment to“persons displaced by
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for grants to repair existing
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ment pays 100 per cent of
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and an additional five years
for it to be completed, esti-
mated Paul Szymanski of
Candeub-Fleissig and Assoc.
The firm had been hired
by the city several months
ago to draw up the applica-
tion after the CAC had rec-
ommended that renewal ac-
tivities be undertaken in the
area just south of the first
project and bounded by the

Illinois Central tracks on the

west, University Avenue on

government : Street, Springfield Avenue, and
But if at that point the Wr1ght Street, would add $2 mil-
city decides not to go any lion to total costs.
further it does not have to University vice-chancellor J.
pay back the planning grant, W. Briscoe had argued that
Szymanski stressed. these additional 40 acres would
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obligation now, is the stamps qualifying for special credits,
to mail the application ‘o Without which it could not af-
the Department of Housing ford additional renewal work.
and Urban Development of- This is not true, Szymanski
fice in Chicago,” he told the told the council.

council. Even with this additional land,
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the area north of University
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will be set aside to assure

completion of the project.

Of this total, /$14,500,000
would come  from federal
funds, $4,200,000 from Iocal
expenditures, and $2 million
from resale of land  and
buildings renovated as part
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ment to“perﬁtms displaced by
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for grants to repair existing
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ment pays 100 per cent of

such expenditures. |

The remaining ' $12,700
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PARK NAMED FOR MRS ODELIA Washington School. Park District Epesx-
WESLEY. The Board of Directors of dent Donald Brdsnan said the action
the  Champaign Park Dlstnct Monday was taken ' because of Mys. Wesley's

night named a 1.5 acre park at ‘~' outstandmg conh‘ibuﬁon to the com-
and Eureka Street, Wesley Par

or Mrs. Odelia




ere Jthey and - oth#rs like

1 will be assembled into

t will be called North Mount

e Manor, a 72-unit federally

d apartment complex spon-

d by Mt. Olive Baptist

rch.

his $1,024,600 development,

nded by Bradley Avenue on
‘north, 4th Street on the

t, Beardsley Ayenue on the |
th, and 5th Street sen the|
t is expected to be the first1
jor “tangible result” in the
ject 1 urban renewal area.
fore than a year ago Mayor
gil Wikoff said he and the
er members of the City Coun-
would have to see some
al” results before they could
e to extend urban renewal.
'he status.of Project I, con-
wently, iS likely to be of ma-

e

to the south of this apartment! Champaign  HOIES,

site | profit corporation formed by a

i idi iti ! 1 women, also ar-

Delays in providing additional | 8roup of loca s
public yhousing have long been ranged to move several good
a sore point between the city ' structures from clearance parts
and the Champaign County of the area into rehabilitation
Housing Authority, giving rise 1»pa'f‘;18<;se S imoands
In; recent. ek lo.& Maw e ‘modeled and sold, mostly to low-

mand, this time by the newly .06 families.
formel Housing Development "1 .11 39 houses in the area
{Coalition, that Champaign -take fwere séheduled . o~ tehalil:
control of its own public hous-‘tated, many with the aid of
| ing. . federal grants or low interest
Last week th ' . loans.
\‘ty board finall?r c::tt;tg :: ti‘::;t All have been qomplett‘ed, _gx-
a private developer to construct]CePt seven or seight- hat ’é,e
these and another 60 units on‘m’W in progress; Gensemer esti-

North Harris Street, under a mated. =
“l?lfrnkey” arrangement from| Only six of 135 families and
the developer’s own p]anst ) 51 individuals to be relocated

o) | 1
The board was forced info have yev. 1o

bR L0 USRS Sihed® haddid

“Two local food concerns !
expressed an interest in
site, although we have not
from them lately, Gens
said.

“This will be the only
ness awea in Project I an
feel, it would be an exc
location for a supermarket
a few other neighborhoo
businesses,” he said.

At present there is no

store in the area that
serve residents of North
Olive Manor, the Bradley
nue Apartments, and the |
housing units, he noted.

“Once we acquire the sit
are ready to sell it, the
council will ask for bid:

thove into ﬁewl then select the one that

in the best interest of the

: : , he also,said.
this approach after bids on 1ts1! homes S

munity, although they wil

own plans came in 43 per cent
above estimates. ‘

Thursday, Nov. 13, 1969

to meet the federally set
|mum of $45,000,” he said.

| Across 4th Street, on la:
in the renewal area, a la

EANA COURTER

a-  al project in the initial appli-

cation.

1 serves the area, and of the ity campus.

=—imat has relocated into t

{modeled former site of

Co-op Grocery store an

X $20-milli0n renewal pr()] e i

In the past the U. of

1‘ Next: Will the City (
,go along with more urb

Since HUD approval for a

. planning grant is expected
to take two years, followed
) ; of plan-

work  be-
st forced
needs irn-

- short by the time the project
is completed eight or nine
years later.

But the total city share
of $4.2 million, more than
five times that for Project

'I, still has something of an |

overwhelming impact.

True, according fo present
estimates, only slightly. more
than $700,000 of this amount
would have.to be in cash.

This the city ecan afford,
by continuing its current con-
tribution of about $100,000 a
year to the urban renewal
department, the planning ap-
plication estimates.

But at present this contri- |

bution is coming from the
.75 per cent portion of the
city’s 2.75 utility tax.

This tax has never been
popular, particularly with the
Chamber of Commerce which
a few months ago called for
its reduction and eventual
elimination.

The $3.5-million non-cash
contribution also could pre-
sent some problems. 2

In Project I non-cash con-
tributions are' expected to to-
tal about $350,000. k
‘Loop’ street ; ;

These include city expendi-
tures for the new “loop”
street in the project area,
comprised of Beardsley Ave-
nue, Third Street, and Eure-
ka Street. :

They also include a portic-
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' repaving and widening of the

‘ portion of Bradley Avenue

that borders the project on
the north. g ‘f".‘:‘,. 4

1t also includes about $58,-
000 in improvements by the
Champaign 'Park District for
a small, two-acre park on
the western edge of the proj-
ect and an expansion of
Douglass Park.

The remainder of the non-
cash share for Project I is |

expected to come from the
county housing authoriity’s
acquisition of land for 60
new units of public housing
in the area.

Part of the non-cash cred-
its for Project II is expected

ces. ’

“City expenditures would in-
clude $117,050 for the fire
headquarters; and $40,000 for!
street lights along North 4th|

g come from ﬂxgse-,‘same'

Street, included in the arte- |

rial street lighting proposal.|

The Park District would
account for $85,500 for the
Douglass Park expansion,
and projected parks on Hill
Street and Washington_

* Street.

The county housing au-

' thority would provide about

$100,000 for additional public
housing, probably on scat-
tered sites, in the second re-
newal area.

But by far the largest por-
tion—more than $3.1 million
—would come from recent
land acquisition expenditures

by the University of Illinois.

U. of I. land counts

Under a special section of
federal renewal legislation, a

icity can count such expendi-
- tures toward its portion of
ia project if more than-half

of the area lies within a quar-

Unfortunately, this is not was believed to be intereste

the case with the 160 acres

proposed as

Project II.
Paul Szymasnki, a repre-

Champaign’s | this particular area througsr
| urban renewal. |

|

sentative of the planner firm |

of Candeub-Fleissig and As-
soc., who drew up the propos-
ed planning application, rec-
ommended the city ask HUD
for an exception, extending
this distance to nine-six-
teenths of a mile. = -

If this fails the ecity can
split the area into two small-
er projects, one of which
would meet the quarter-mile
requirement, yet finance

them jointly with the non-:

cash credits from the univer-
sity purchases.

This apprach ét;s S

: ral
drwbacks in s

not considered likely ‘to ap-

prove two projects at once.
To get the credits, the city
would have to do the project
closest to campus first, but
the part of the area in most
serious need of attention is
farthest from the university.

Another complic ation
stems from an U. of I. re-

quest, received too late toM
be included in the proposed |
planning application, to in-|
clude 12 blocks south of Uni-|

versity Avenue in the project
area, ;

This area, bounded by 4th
and Wright Streets and Uni-
versity and Springfield ave-

ues, would help meet the|
requirement, |

quarter-mile
the U. of I. says.
This is not the case, Dzy-
manski replied, since half of
the‘expanded area still would

not lie within a quarter-mile
of the Aeronomy Laboratory
at "“Stoughton and Wright
Streets, the nearest princi-

nal hnildine o the m-nnnsedil

|

newal?

in acquiring more land i

But including these 12,
blocks would add about $2l
million to project costs with-|
out bringing in additional|
credits to offset this, Gense-
mer has estimated.

“By the looks of it, we
simply cannot afford fo in-
clude this area,”” Mayor Vir-
gil Wikoff said.

| U. 1. could help

But Henry Spies, chairman
of the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee on Urban Renewal,
has pointed out that the U.
o