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WBCP RADIO

)5() well-wishers.

hands mark event
By PAUL WOOD

pwood@news-gazette.com
RBANA (Champaign
[Irbana took some time out ¥Fri
dav night to celebrate the 20th
of the only black-
owned radio station between
Chicago and St. Louis.

On April 9, 1989, Vernon L.
Barkstall. Lonnie Clark and
J.W. Pirtle started a station
that took its name from their
initials — WBCP — 1580 AM
on the dial.

“We're going to be around
another 20 years,” sales man-
ager Dwayne Hubbard said
Friday.

It was clear that the station
has a lot of fans, from the 250
or so people at the party, to

anniversars

' the proclamations from the

mayors of Champaign and

- Urbana, to one after another
| great jazz, gospel and urban

contemporary bands.

The station honored current
and past staffers and heard
kind words from area minis-

Area’s only black-owned
station celebrates 2

ters and William Kvles, repre
Rep. 11m Johnson
of Urbana, at the Holida
HHH*I f:'f (f_a[jffi!"!;”' (ents
1001 Killarney St., U
Clark. a forme: Urbati
Ei]fi(‘.f’ﬂ'ﬂﬂi:, salid he }!f;;";-" (€
station goes on forever
even 1if hr{:'*‘: not at the helm
“The station 1s doing well
though advertising 1sn't as
good as it has been. We've
had some interest in (buying
the station) from some young
professionals in the communi-

ty,” Clark said, declining to be

enting |

r
1 B .
1 1111

specific. _ _
He noted that cities like
Springfield and Decatur

still don’t have what Cham-
paign-Urbana has had for two
decades.

When the three men decid-
ed the start the station, there
were already radio stations
aiming at an urban contem-

porary audience, but not so |

many here, and none owned
by black people, Clark said.
Clark, Pirtle, a Champaign
city council member, and
Mr. Barkstall, the president
and chief executive officer

decades
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Funeral Home

239-1212
Affordable

www.heathandvaughn.com
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