
Article Dates Authors Affiliation(s) Title (faculty/staff/students) Public Partner(s) Issues Addressed

External/Internal 
Funding or 
Support beyond 
Affiliations

A History of Douglass Center ca. 2008-present Michael Burns

Center for Writing 
Studies, English; 
Project Odyssey, 
Illinois Program for 
Research in the 
Humanities; 
Ethnography of the 
University PhD Student

none - primary 
archival research; 
some original oral 
histories

Black Power and 
Local History

None - support 
from unit for PhD 
Student

Writing Rhetorical Education through 
Archival Records and Oral Histories ca. 2009-present Vanessa Rouillon

Center for Writing 
Studies, English; 
Ethnography of the 
University PhD Student

Bethel A.M.E. 
Church members

Lyceum Movement 
in Afro-Am History

None - support 
from unit for PhD 
Student

Ongoing Study on Campus-
Community Interactions ca. 2009-present Melissa Pognon

Human and 
Community 
Development, 
ACES PhD Student

Various Campus-
Community 
Contacts

Disconnect 
between 
community 
needs/aspirations 
and campus 
programs

None - support 
from unit for PhD 
Student

Inclusive Illinois 2010 Impact Report

2010 (office exists 
as "Human 
Relations and 
Equal Opportunity" 
since 1965

Monique Rivera-
Rogers

Office of Equal 
Opportunity and 
Access Senior Program Coordinator

Multiple campus 
and community 
partners - see 
other parts of 
volume

Showing the 
impact of Illinois' 
efforts to make the 
campus a more 
diverse, open 
community.

Administrative 
budget

Economic Development Opportunity 
Program 2010 Otis Noble

Office of Equal 
Opportunity and 
Access Academic Hourly 

Land of Lincoln 
Legal Assistance 
Foundation

Provide 
information and 
support for 
aspiring 
minority/female 
business owners

Administrative 
Budget

Construction Trades Opportunity 
Program (CTOP) 2009-2010 Otis Noble

Office of Equal 
Opportunity and 
Access; Business 
Innovation 
Services; Facilities 
and Services Academic Hourly 

East Central 
Illinois Building 
and Construction 
Trades Council

Equal Opportunity 
Grant Program, 
Department of 
Commerce and 
Economic 
Opportunity

Business Certification Enterprise 
Program 2010 Fred Coleman

University of 
Illinois Capital 
Programs and 
Real Estate 
Services

Director, Diversity and Re-
Development (administration)

Illinois Central 
Management 
Business 
Enterprise 
Program

Minority/Female 
Owned 
Businesses

Administrative 
Budget

The Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club 
Learning Center Redesign 2010 Deven Gibbs

School of 
Architecture Graduate Student

Don Moyer Boys 
and Girls Club

Create a creativity 
inducing space for 
K-8 grade youth None
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration

2010 (ongoing 
since at least early 
1990s) Nathaniel Banks

Campus-
Community 
Interface, Office of 
Vice Chancellor for 
Public 
Engagement; 
multiple on-
campus partners

Director, Campus-Community 
Interface

Cities of 
Champaign and 
Urbana, 
Champaign Park 
District

Use Dr. King's 
Legacy to Build the 
Future

Administrative 
Budget

Mo' Betta Music 2010 Nathaniel Banks

Campus-
Community 
Interface, Office of 
Vice Chancellor for 
Public 
Engagement

Director, Campus-Community 
Interface

Salem Baptist 
Church; 
Champaign Park 
District; others

Increase 
opportunities for 
youth musicians

Administrative 
Budget

AFRO498: Harmonizing Differences 
Using African American Sacred Music 2010 Willie Summerville

Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute; 
Department of 
African-American 
Studies

Campus and Community 
Affairs Specialist

Salem Baptist 
Church

Using Music to 
Bring Diverse 
People Together

Administrative 
Budget

Stewarding Excellence Report: Office 
of the Vice Chancellor for Public 
Engagement 2010 Multiple

Stewarding 
Excellencee @ 
Illinois Multiple

Public 
Respondents

Budgeting for 
Public 
Engagement

Administrative 
Budget

Service Learning Opportunities: The 
Advocacy Model

Family Advocacy 
Program begins 
ca. 2004 Nicole Allen

Psychological 
Services Center, 
Psychology 
Department

Associate Professor; Hunt - 
Outreach Coordinator

Multiple public 
partners

To meet the needs 
of African 
American and Low 
Income residents 
in Champaign and 
Urbana

Administrative 
Budget

$9 Million Grant for Champaign 
County Secured by 
Clinical/Community Faculty 2010

Elaine 
Shpungin/Nicole 
Allen/Gladys 
Hunt/Mark Aber

Community 
Psychology, 
Psychology 
Department

Director - Psychological 
Services Center; Professors - 
Psychology; Outreach 
Coordinator

Principal Partner; 
Mental Health 
Center of 
Champaign 
County

Improve access to 
services for local 
youth aged 10 to 
17 with serious 
mental health 
issues at risk for, 
or involved in, the 
juvenile justice and 
child welfare 
systems

U.S. Department 
of Health and 
Human Services - 
Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health 
Services 
Administration

C-U Citizen Access 2009-present
Brant Houston and 
Rich Martin

Journalism 
Department, 
College of Media Professors News-Gazette

Provide platform 
for sharing of 
news, 
raise/discuss 
issues and find 
solutions to local 
issues

Marajen Stevick 
Foundation; John 
S. Knight and 
James L. Knight 
Foundation
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Charitable Fund Drive
Origins unknown 
(ongoing)

Maureen Banks, 
Department of 
Safety and 
Compliance, 
Advisory Board 
Chair

Office of the 
Chancellor Administrative Unit

Multiple - United 
Way of Champaign 
County key local 
partner

Provide support 
and 
encouragement for 
UI community to 
make charitable 
contributions 

Administrative 
Budget

Learning in Community (LINC) - 
recurring course

Origins Unknown 
(early 2000s)

Instructors: Bruce 
Elliott-Litchfield 
and Valeri 
Werpetinski

College of 
Engineering Professors

Multiple - changes 
from semester to 
semester

Providing 
structured 
opportunities for 
semester based 
service learning

Administrative 
Budget

C-U Volunteer.Org

Collaboration 
begin in early 
2000s

Vaneitta Goines 
and OVP staff

Office of Volunteer 
Programs, Student 
Programs and 
Activities, Illini 
Union Academic Hourly 

Principal: United 
Way of Champaign 
County; Multiple - 
partners self select 
by entering 
database

Provide structured 
way to match 
student desire to 
volunteer in 
community with 
community agency 
needs

Administrative 
Budget

Diversity and Technology for 
Engaging Communities 2007-present

Antonia Darder 
and Project staff

College of 
Education Professor UI Cultural Centers

Increase 
opportunities for 
youth musicians

To help bring 
about substantive 
change to the 
manner in which 
the culture of 
university campus 
life at UIUC is 
conceptualized 
and enacted

Champaign County Community 
Courtwatching Project Highlights 2004-present

J. Steven Beckett 
and others College of Law

Director - Trial Advocacy 
Program

League of Women 
Voters of 
Champaign 
County; Courts of 
Champaign 
County and 
Federal District 
Court, Urbana

Provide a 
systematic review 
of court 
proceedings and 
personnel

Administrative 
Budget - work 
done by volunteers 
and students from 
LAW 696, 
Fundatments of 
Trial Practice

Transforming Police Practices: The 
Death of Kiwane Carrington at the 
Hands of Champaign Police

2003-present
(especially 2009-
2010)

Brian Dolinar, 
Kerry Pimblott and 
Regina Pritchett

English Dept; 
History Dept; 
Urban and 
Regional Planning

Visiting Scholar; PhD Student; 
Master's Student

C-U Citizens for 
Peace and Justice; 
Graduate 
Employees 
Organization

Building 
sustainable 
partnerships 
between graduate 
students and 
activism 
organizations for 
social change

None - volunteer 
time; some 
financial support 
from G.E.O.

Planners Network Flyers 2009-2010

Regina Pritchett, 
Shavion Scott, 
Yolanda Richards, 
Mashael Majid and 
others

Urban and 
Regional Planning 
- student 
organization Graduate students

C-U Citizens for 
Peace and Justice

Raising student 
consciousness of 
issues in local 
criminal justice 
system

none - volunteer 
time
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AFRO220: Intro to Research 
Methods: Police Brutality, The State 
and the Killing of Kiwane Carrington 2010 Amira Davis

Department of 
African-American 
Studies

Post-Doctoral Research 
Associate

None - research 
based course

Using research to 
understand death 
of Kiwane 
Carrington in 
relation to African-
American Studies none

Ubuntu: Anti-Racism 2009-2010

Sharon Irish 
(reporting on 
initiative based in 
African-American 
Studies)

Ubuntu based out 
of Department of 
African-American 
Studies - esp. 
Sundiata Cha-Jue 
and Lu Turner Associate Professor None

Black Studies 
tradition of scholar-
activism 
responding to local 
crisis none

Letters to the President Program 2010

Ray Muhammad, 
Ruby Mendenhall 
and Aaron 
Ammons

Departments of 
Sociology and 
African-American 
Studies Faculty

Don Moyer Boys 
and Girls Club

Youth articulating 
and speaking to 
policy makers 
about issues 
facing african-
american youth

Office of Vice 
Chancellor for 
Public 
Engagement 2010 
seed grant

ELSEY: Extending Library Services to 
Empower Youth 2009-2010

Joe Coyle and 
Jeanie Austin GSLIS Graduate students

Peer 
Ambassadors, 
Books 2 Prisoners, 
Champaign 
County Juvenile 
Detention System, 
Ubana Free 
Library

Ensuring access to 
relevant 
information for 
youth in the 
criminal justice 
system

Community 
Informatics 
Initiative Seed 
grant

Citizens, Experts and Local 
Environmental Knowledge

Ongoing since at 
least 2005 Ken Salo

Urban and 
Regional Planning

Coordinator of Civic 
Engagement and Community 
Planning (Academic Hourly)

C-U Citizens for 
Peace and Justice 
and local citizens

Foregrounding 
local knowledge of 
environmental 
issues in planning 
process

Champaign, IL Toxic Tour Map ca. 2006-2007 Ken Salo
Urban and 
Regional Planning

Coordinator of Civic 
Engagement and Community 
Planning (Academic Hourly)

C-U Citizens for 
Peace and Justice 
and local citizens

Foregrounding 
local knowledge of 
environmental 
issues in planning 
process

Some financial 
support from Office 
of Vice Chancellor 
for Public 
Engagement

Abstract for Capstone Research 
Project: Young Planners Network 2009-2010 Yolanda Richard

Urban and 
Regional Planning Masters' student Multiple

Find models for 
incorporating use 
into city planning 
processes None

Organic Gardener Maps Gardens in 
African-American Community 2009

Kimberlie 
Kranich/Aaron 
Ammons

WILL Illinois Public 
Media and Urban 
and Regional 
Planning

Director of Community 
Engagement; Undergraduate 
student and Facilities and 
Services Staff

Map hosted on 
City of 
Champaign's 
Champaign 
Tomorrow website

Raise awareness 
about gardening in 
African-American 
community None



Article Dates Authors Affiliation(s) Title (faculty/staff/students) Public Partner(s) Issues Addressed

External/Internal 
Funding or 
Support beyond 
Affiliations

Farmers Market on Historic North 
First Street 2010

Stacy Harwood 
and Urban 
Planning students

Urban and 
Regional Planning Associate Professor

North First Street 
Farmer's Market, 
North First Street 
Business 
Assocation

Bring awareness 
of local desires to 
planners of 
emerging farmer's 
market in 
Champaign None

North First Street Prosperity Garden 2010

University of 
Illinois Champaign 
County Extension

University of 
Illinois Extension Service Arm of University 

Don Moyer Boys 
and Girls Club, 
North First Street 
Farmer's Market, 
North First Street 
Business 
Assocation, City of 
Champaign, SGI 
General Services 
Contractors, 
Menards, Land of 
Lincoln Legal 
Services, 
Champaign 
County Regional 
Planning 
Commission

Beautification of 
North First Street, 
involvement of 
youth in gardening

Financial support 
from partners

Sun, Dirt, Rain and Champaign 2009-2010

Jon Weisman, 
Diana 
Rechenmacher, 
Erin Harper, 
Victoria Ngo-Lam, 
Sibel Leblebici, 
Steven Heiss and 
Cameron Bladyes

College of 
Business Undergraduate Students

Champaign Park 
District, 
Champaign Unit 4 
School District, 
Common Ground 
Co-Op, B.Lime - A 
Green Store

Build a community 
garden near 
historic Douglas 
Park

Financial award 
from Ernst and 
Young, LLP

The Don Moyer Boys and Girls Club 
Environmental Program 2010

Betsy Liggett, 
Tracy Malvestuto 
and David 
Wilcoxen and 
others

Division of Safety 
and Compliance Staff

Don Moyer Boys 
and Girls Club

Build an 
environmental 
education unit 
within the Don 
Moyer Boys and 
Girls Club regular 
curricular offerings

Office of the Vice 
Chancellor for 
Public 
Engagement seed 
grant

Revising Mural, Animating 
Neighborhoods: A Collaborative 
Project 2009-2010

Sharon Irish, Ryan 
Griffis, Sam Smith 
and Ken Salo 
(principally)

Multiple - GSLIS, 
Art and Design, 
KCPA, Urban and 
Regional Planning Staff and Faculty

Angela Rivers, 
Champaign Park 
District, Early 
American 
Museum, 
Champaign 
County Historical 
Archives, Douglas 
Branch of 
Champaign Public 
Library

Remember and 
commemorate the 
Park Street Mural

The Frances P. 
Rohlen Fund of the 
College of Fine 
and Applied Arts
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In All My Years: Exploring the Social 
and Artistic Elements of African-
American Photography 2009-2010 Sydney Stoudmire

Art History, School 
of Art and Design

Undergraduate Student 
(adviser: Dana Rush)

none - research-
based project

Provide Historical 
Contextualization 
for a booklet of 
photographs of 
older African-
Americans in 
Champaign-
Urbana released in 
early 1980s

McNair Scholars 
Program, OMSA

In Search of Hip Hop Express 
Executive Summary 2010 William Patterson

African-American 
Cultural Center Associate Director

Don Moyer Boys 
and Girls Club

Bring the 
University to the 
Community in an 
innovative, high-
tech manner

Office of the Vice 
Chancellor for 
Public 
Engagement seed 
grant

Engagement Report 2010 Sam Smith

Krannert Center 
for the Performing 
Arts Engagement Director

Multiple, including 
Champaign 
County Black 
Chamber of 
Commerce, Don 
Moyer Boys and 
Girls Club, Salem 
Baptist Church, 
North First Street 
Business 
Association, 
Parkland College, 
City of Champaign, 
Urbana School 
District, 
Champaign School 
District

Find ways to make 
performing arts 
relevant to all 
sectors of our local 
community and 
build partnerships 
between campus 
and community

Administrative 
budget 

Speak Cafe 
Began 2005-
present Aaron Ammons

Krannert Art 
Museum and 
Department of 
African-American 
Studies Nonacademic staff None

Create space for 
open mic 
expression, 
especially for 
African-Americans; 
attract community 
to campus None

Diversity in Higher Education: The 
Story of SEOP and ATEP 2010 Ronald Threadgill

College of 
Education

Undergraduate student 
(adviser: James Anderson) None

Telling the story of 
the African-
American on-
campus 
experience

McNair Scholars 
Program, OMSA
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An eBlackCU intern looks back on her 
Summer 2010

Dominique 
Johnson and 
Patricia Rosario

GSLIS/African-
American Studies 
Dept

Patrica - Master's Student; 
Dominique - Extra Help High 
School Intern

Salem Baptist 
Church, Early 
American 
Museum, 
Champaign 
County Historical 
Archives

Find ways to 
connect local 
youth to 
technology and the 
University

Office of the Vice 
Chancellor for 
Public 
Engagement seed 
grant

Black Choir Anniversary Program 2008
African-American 
Cultural Center

Office of Inclusion 
and Intercultural 
Relations

Ollie Watts Davis - Director = 
Professor of Music None

Commemorate 
history of Black 
Choir

Administrative 
budget 

History of Project 500 and Black 
Alumni Reunion 2008

African-American 
Cultural Center

Office of Inclusion 
and Intercultural 
Relations

Sponsored also by Office of 
Continuing Education, 
University of Illinois Alumni 
Association, Office of Equal 
Opportunity and Access none

Commemorate 
history of Project 
500 and its 
continuing legacies

Administrative 
budget 

Bruce D. Nesbitt African-American 
Cultural Center website 2010

African-American 
Cultural Center

Office of Inclusion 
and Intercultural 
Relations On-Campus Cultural Center multiple

Create welcoming 
environment for 
African-American 
students and 
resource for 
campus regarding 
African-American 
contributions and 
issues

Administrative 
budget 

Reflections of Black Girlhood: 
Necessary Truths (Saving Our Lives 
Hear Out Truth: SOLHOT) 2009-2010 Ruth Nicole Brown

Educational Policy 
Studies, African-
American Studies Assistant Professor

Urbana Middle 
School, Krannert 
Art Museum

Encourage 
creative 
expression and 
development of 
African-American 
female youth

Community 
Informatics Seed 
Grant; Office of the 
Vice Chancellor for 
Public 
Engagement seed 
grant

School Climate Study 1999-present

Mark Aber and 
School Climate 
Research Team

Community 
Psychology, 
Psychology 
Department Associate Professor

Champaign Unit 4 
School District

Measuring racism 
in the School 
District as part of 
Consent Decree

Funded by Unit 4 
School District

The Great Campus Scoping Study 2006-2007 Multiple

Landscape and 
Architecture, 
Curriculum and 
Instruction, Library 
and Information 
Science

multiple - faculty and students 
participated

Champaign Unit 4 
School District 
(esp Stratton 
Elementary, Early 
Childhood Center 
and Columbia 
Center), Urban 
League of 
Champaign 
County

Scoping study for 
re-design of Unit 4 
in collaboration 
with UIUC

Financial support 
from Chancellor's 
Task Force on 
Civic Engagement

Campus Academy 2006-2007

Founded by Leigh 
Estabrook and 
William and Lori 
Patterson

GSLIS, African-
American Cultural 
Center

Professor Emeritus and 
Assistant Director

McKinley 
Foundation

Educational needs 
of African-
American middle 
school aged youth Unknown
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Harambee: Pulling Together at 
Freedom School 2007 Jan Carter-Black Social Work Assistant Professor

Freedom School, 
Champaign Unit 4 
School District

Connecting Social 
Work and 
Education for 
minority, at-risk 
youth Unknown

An Evaluation of the Odyssey Project 2006-present James Kilgore

Illinois Program for 
Research in the 
Humanities; 
Center for 
Democracy in a 
Multiracial Society Academic Hourly 

Champaign Park 
District, Douglas 
Branch Library

Providing free 
college-level liberal 
arts education for 
low-income adults

Illinois Humanities 
Council

Urban Reality (U.R.) Movement 2009-present

Jonathan Hamilton 
and nine other 
students

Educational Policy 
Studies, African-
American Studies

PhD Student - inspired by 
course taught by William 
Patterson

Champaign Park 
District: Douglas 
Park Community 
Center

Critically engage, 
educate, challenge 
and empower 
urban youth using 
hip-hop as a 
medium for 
communication 
and dialogue

financial support 
from African-
American Cultural 
Center

TAP In Leadership Academy 2010

Shameem Rakha, 
Sally Carter and 
Chaebong Nam GSLIS, Education

Phd Students and Community 
Member Sally Carter

Need for Summer 
Youth Program

Youth Community 
Informatics IMLS 
Grant

Multicultural Youth Conference and 
SOAR Program ca. 2006-present

Center for 
Education in Small 
Urban 
Communities

College of 
Education Administrative Unit

Champaign and 
Urbana School 
Districts

Need to address 
educational needs 
of local minority 
youth

Administrative 
budget 

Recreating Booker T. Washington 
Elementary School as a State of the 
Art Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) Academy: 
A School University Partnership 2010 Lizanne DeStefano

I-STEM, College of 
Education Director, I-STEM Initiative

Champaign Unit 4 
School District

Re-develop BTW 
as STEM Magnet 
School; provide 
STEM education 
for local youth none

C-U Fab Lab Fosters Creativity in 
Local Youth 2009-present I-STEM Initiative

College of 
Education unknown

Don Moyer Boys 
and Girls Club

Provide a high-
tech lab for local 
youth educational 
needs unknown

Project Upward Bound 2007 
Evaluation

Program in 
existence since 
1966

Upward Bound 
students

OMSA, School of 
Architecture

High School Youth 
Participants unknown

Goal is to increase 
minority enrollment 
at major 
universities across 
the country

Administrative 
budget 

A Method for Measuring the Digital 
Divide across a city or community:  A 
census of public computing in 
Champaign-urbana, Illinois ca. 2008 Kate Williams GSLIS Assistant Professor none

Need to measure 
how people get 
online to inform 
public policy and 
research agenda none



Article Dates Authors Affiliation(s) Title (faculty/staff/students) Public Partner(s) Issues Addressed

External/Internal 
Funding or 
Support beyond 
Affiliations

Hook 'Em With Technology, Keep 
'Em with Relationships (Youth Media 
Workshop) 2003 - present

Kimberlie Kranich 
and William 
Patterson

WILL Illinois Public 
Media and African-
American Cultural 
Center

Community Engagement 
Director and Assistant 
Director

Local Middle 
Schools

Empowering youth 
through media 
production; 
Champaign 
County Historical 
Archives

Administrative 
budget, 
supplemented by 
occasional small 
grants

Big Broadband (UC2B) Reaching Out 
to Community Institutions 2010 John Kersh CITES

Academic Hourly Marketing 
Coordinator

Cities of 
Champaign and 
Urbana, primary 
partners

Develop high 
speed broadband 
infrastructure, 
especially in low 
incomes areas of 
the twin cities

America 
Reinvestment and 
Recovery Act 
Stimulus Grant

UC2B Below and Above Ground 
Applications 2009

Abdul Alkalimat 
and Mike Smeltzer

GSLIS/Afro-Am 
and CITES Professor and Director

Cities of 
Champaign and 
Urbana, primary 
partners

Develop high 
speed broadband 
infrastructure, 
especially in low 
incomes areas of 
the twin cities

America 
Reinvestment and 
Recovery Act 
Stimulus Grant

E2Y: Engaging and Empowering 
Youth 2009

Ann Bishop, 
Chaebong Nam, 
Kimberlie Kranich

GSLIS, Education, 
WILL

Professor, PhD Student, 
Community Engagement 
Director

C-U Area Project 
and Area Schools; 
Champaign 
County Historical 
Archives

Engage teens in 
community media 
around 
opportunities for 
youth to participate 
in community 
organizations

Lumpkin Family 
Foundation  - 
Regional Alliance 
for Youth; Youth 
Community 
Informatics - IMLS 
Grant

Call for volunteers to participate in 
Total Professional Development 2010

John Nixon and 
Nydia Byrd Business

Undergraduate students; 
Illinois Informatics Institute unknown

Provide 
opportunities for 
professional 
development for 
low-income and 
minority 
populations unknown

Webliography of African-American 
Champaign-Urbana, 2010

 Noah Lenstra, et.
al. GSLIS C.A.S. Student

Salem Baptist 
Church, Early 
American 
Museum, 
Champaign 
County Historical 
Archives

Bring together 
documentation of 
local Afro-Am 
history using digital 
technology

Office of the Vice 
Chancellor for 
Public 
Engagement seed 
grant

Guide to African-American Research 
Resources University of Illinois 
Archives

1993-present 
(updated 
irregularly)

Ellen Swain and 
Chris Prom University Library Archivists none

Provide subject 
access to 
University record 
groups containing 
documentation of 
African-American 
history none

NOT IN VOLUME:
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Mapping Food Deserts in C-U 2009-2010 Diana S Grigsby
Kinesiology and 
Community Health Assistant Professor unknown

Map food deserts 
in C-U to inform 
public health 
planning unknown

Social Work Student Placements
ONGOING since 
1960s MULTIPLE Social Work M.S.W. Students MULTIPLE

Students are 
placed in social 
work settings for 
one year 
practicums 
following one year 
of courses - many 
students are 
placed in 
Champaign-
Urbana none

Safiya Noble's research on 
SisterNet/UC2B 2009-2010 Safiya Noble GSLIS PhD student SisterNet

Feminism and 
Technology; 
Ownership of 
Technological 
Products none


