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The Western industrial nations have been deliberately
subjugating the Negro for economic reasons. These in-
ternational cfiminals raped the African continent to feed
their factories, and are themselves responsible for the low .
standards of living prevalent throughout Africa.

MALCOLM X February 19, 1965

WAR IN AFRICA

A CLOSER LOOK AT ANGOLA By Alonzo Mitchell
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In late November, 1975 the first major
news articles on the struggle in Angola
were delivered to the people of the United
States. The “Kissinger™ foreign policy with
‘regard to African nations struggling against
colonial barbarism, was totally revealed to
the general public by late December.

On December 23, 1975, Henry Kissinger,
in a press conference laid out a twisted
scenario of the Angolan situation in a feeble
attempt to place the United States in the
position of “savior” for two-thirds (2/3) of
the Angolan population. He stated, “‘our
involvement in Angola is to moderately
support the two-thirds of the Angolan
people that do not wish to accept the form of
government being offered by the Russians
and the Cubans.”

Kissinger would have us believe that
Angola has suddenly been beseiged by
hordes of evil communists forcing the will of
Moscow and Havanna on. defenseless
Angolans. Moreover, he would have us
assume that there is no self-determination
on the part of the Angolan people to choose
their own political and economic direction.

With this kind of garbage being thrown in

our faces it would do us good to learn what
facts we can on this particular issue. Why?
Here is one major reason. Over 400 years
ago the country known today as Angola
(named so by the Portuguese after Ngola )
was made the very first slave colony? on the
African continent. What does this mean? It
means that (15) fifteen out of twenty (20)
Black people in the United States, South
American and the Carribean Islands have
their ancestral rootsdeepin ““Angolan’ soil.
| have looked at pictujes of Angolans and |
have heard reports from people who have
been there.
In 1973, Owusa Sadukai (former Presi-

-WELCOME.......MY LORD. .!!
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dent of Malcolm X University and former
chairman of the African Liberation Support
Committee) had the great honor to travel
extensively throughout Angola during the
height of the peoples struggle against the
Portuguese colonial mercenary forces.'

He visited the guerilla camps and walked
and talked with the fighting forces of
M.P.L.A. (Peoples Movement for the Libera-
tion of Angola). He reported to me. “lt is
uncanny, | saw at least one hundred (100)
men who looked almost exactly like me. |
could have been in Tennessee or Georgia,
the people are the same, the only difference
is language. Malcolm (Malcolm X) was
right. | didn’t understand until | saw for
myself, these people are us. We are these
people.”

It is difficult to discuss Angola without
reference to Portugal (a small European
country which forms the west coast of
Spain) and its role as colonizer of Angola
from 1560 to 1975———415 years. The
Portuguese did not invent colonialism3.
This idea is of course, exclusively a Europe-
an concept. One could say that the Portu-
guese were certainly its best and it's
longest expediter against the African peo-
ple. In brutal colonialist style (totahtarlan)
the Portuguese instituted complete sup-
pression of the African population. They
reorganized the existing African Society to
ensure a continuous rape of the Angolan
natural resources (its minerals and its
people). After filling the treasure rooms of
Portugal with precious goods and minerals
they sold the Angolan people to the British
and the Spanish (they were powerful then)
who needed free labor to effect colonization
in the “"New World.” Many of these people
(now slaves) were sent to supply rich
Portuguese plantation owners in Brazil.




4

o s AR S i i i g

For over three centuries Portugal held our
people in a death lock. They stole the land
and physically placed millions of our people
into slavery and death. Despite all of this
rancid history, Portugal has enjoyed a
favored position among western nations. In
recent times the Portuguese have received
major economic and military support,
having held a membership position in
N.A.T.O. (the-North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation).®

N.A.T.O. supplied Portugal with an abun-

dance of sophisticated military hardware,
~-and technicians in an attempt to ensure the

illegal hold over the Angolans. The majority
of this equipment came directly from the
United States Government’s military arsen-
als in the form of helicopter ‘gunships,
napalm (yes they used it on Africans too)
rocket launchers, grenades and tons and
tons of ammunitions. -

Why was the United States supporting a
bloodsucking leech whose. time had obvi-
ously run.its agonizing course?

Why indeed. The motives of predator
nations are not that difficult to calculate.
The industrial nations all knew that the
resources of the African Continent and its
surrounding waters would become more
important as the industrial countries’
energy needs increased while their sup-
plies decreased. Their mutual basic weak-
nesses are apparent. No available petro-
leum. (Where have we heard this song
before?) ] -

Through a greedy self-serving arrange-
ment, the United States government esta-
blished a relationship with Portugal, sup-
plying strong military aid in exchange for
cheap and exclusive access to American
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multi-national companies to whatever raw
materials (crude oil, drilling rights, etc.) that
they would need then and in the future. The
United States lined up with the Portuguese
in favor of the continued exploitation of
Angola by Western powers. The U.S. closed
the door on a people struggling to be free for
four hundred years. The Portuguese contin=-
ued their program of murder, terror, forced
labor and imprisonment againstthem. From
time to time the people would rise up with -
their bare hands. They were machine-
gunned down like dogs by American made
bullets from M-16's carried by NATO armed

-~ Portuguese soldiers.

These people- were disarmed and de-
fenseless against a ‘‘gustapo’ occupation
force of European mercena,rjese. The Afri-
cans needed help. Where did it come from?
In the late 50°’s about 1958 or 1959 (around
the same time that the Congo exploded
because of the same reasons)the firstsigns
of hope came .to the people of Angola.
ARMS, ARMSTO FIGHT BACK, WEAPONS.
Weapons to test the “‘Bravery’” of the

-ruthless Portuguese mercenary army. Who

supplied .arms to the Angolan freedom
fighters? It was the Soviet Union, Cuba and -
China with light weapons (from USSR, Ak-

- 47's) and jungle training from special
~ Cuban forces (Cuban army is 85% Black.)

The Angolans began to form an army of
Angolan men and women. A peoples army,
fighting for the liberation of their homeland
from any foreign control. These communist

- /socialist countries introduced themselves

to the situation on the side of the people.
They offered assistance to a struggling
people who “would fight to be free.” By
1960 there was a ““war of liberation”’ on
Angolan soil. Had it not been for the support
of certain socialist/communist countries,
and clear thinking people throughout the
world, Angola would still remain under the
domination of western industrial powers,
without relief, Portugal or no Portugal.
Fortunately last year, just last vyear,
Portugal, a very poor nation by western
standards, collapsed and died from within,
at war in all its colonies (Portugal also
controlled Mozambique from 1505 to
1974). Feeling the effects of political
change from within, the Portuguese empire
collapsed and died. The Portuguese opting
for European socialism. It “released its
colonies”, clearly a red letter day in the
history of African people. A four hundred
year interruption in the natural course of

T T it e
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African Development was over. Our people
had won the right to begin again!

This threw the “predator’ foreign policy
of Henry Kissinger into a panic! Suddenly it
was in the “interest’” of the United States to
help a fictitious two thirds (2/3) of the
Angolans throw off the threat of commun-
ism from Russians and Cubans! What did
the United States government do for this
“two thirds” when they were fighting to
throw the Portuguese out? They sent help to
the Portuguese!!ll Why do they suddenly
want to “help”’ the people now? Who they
really wish to help are themselves. For
example: :

Through an arrangement with the (now
defunct) Portuguese government the Gulf
Oil company (Mellons of Pittsburgh) began
taking Angolan crude oil in the 1960’s. By
1975 Gulf admitted to (160,000) barrels a
day from Angolan sources. The actual
figures we will never know. But we do know
that as of Dec. 20, 1975 Gulf oil has ceased
operations of all Angolan wells as a direct
result of the war and it's involvement in it.
Gulf may or may not stay in Angola afterit’s

- re-construction, but it will be the Angolans

dictating policy to them and not the other
way around!
It is clear now that the U.S. government

_via Henry Kissinger is busily soliciting

groups and individuals from what is left of
the mercenary forces in Angola. They have
joined with regular forces from nearby
racist South Africa and other white suprem-
acist nations. These groups intend to
support the ridiculous package of continued
exploitation of Angola for the panic stricken
west. They are all presently involved in a
shell game to confuse the issues and hide
the truths of this situation.

After four centuries of colonial subjuga-
tion and exploitation the Angolan people
have giventhe West all they had. Their land,
it's minerals, the forced labor, and finally
the people themselves. Under a brutal
white supremacist system, Angolans had
been crushed down to almost nothing.
Suffering the weight of hundreds of years of
social conditioning to accept the absolute
power of western men over their lives and
futures. Under this system the colonialist
powers have fed the factories of rich
western nations and the rich have kept
them in power. Is it any wonder that after
freeing themselves from Portuguese rule,
that they would in turn free themselves
from continued exploitation by the
“friends” of Portugal, the United States and
Western Europe (who interestingly enough
came out against U.S. policies in Angola).
These people who backed the Portuguese
and benefited from the brutal subjugation of

Africans. Isn’t it understandable that they
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might just dump the whole capitalist
package and re-organize their country
around their own ideas and needs without
imposition of will by any foreign power,
major or minor, left or right?

From its very beginning, the M.P.LAA.
adopted a policy of clear non-alignment
(prohibition of foreign military bases on the
national territory) with regard to commun-
ism (U.S.S.R.) and Capitalism (U.S.). The
M.P.L.A. program calls for protection of
foreign economic activities which were
“useful to the progress and reinforcement
of real independence of the Angolan
People”, and. protection of industry and
private ‘enterprize. Their new economic
package also calls for government price
controls and prohibition of speculations.
This does not sound like a program for
communism. It sounds more to me like a
sensible program of positive political and

‘economic progress for any thinking people.™

We see the Cubans in Angola projected
as simpletons following the orders given by
their-Russian masters. But in reality when

_one looks at Cuba today, he would see a

nation approximately 75% to 80% Black (of .
African descent). These figures would hold

“true on every island in the Carribean,

thanks ironically to the slave trading
Europeans. The majority of troops, who by
the way volunteered for Angolan duty,
happen to be of African descent, many with
deep cultural roots in Angola’s soil. (Much
original African culture is still entact thru-
out the Carribean.) They see their involve-
ment in this struggle as political, cultural,
and African. It is ultimately the highest
possible expression of brotherhood among
men of good will on this planet. '
Do not be fooled or mislead by the
Kissinger trash, he isamaninan untenable
position, and obviously must resort to
political distortions in order to operate a
delapidated out-moded foreign policy in a
rapidly changing world. He and the group he
represents would like us to remain histor-
ically blind and politically ignorant forever.
There are some 30 million people of
African descent living in the United States.
Thisgroup constitutesthelargest population
of African people in one nation. This group
is a primary consideration in the making of

-foreign policy toward Africa. We are a plus

on the side of African people. The opinions
of Black Americans on the Angolan situa-
tion have been conspicuously absent in the
mass media. In light of these new events,

we must be prepared to think clearly when
we see headlines or hear broadcasts on the
subject of war in Africa.

If it is in the “interest” of the United
States and the ““free’” world to intervene in
the affairs of African men on African soil as:
Kissinger’s Angolan policy has obviously

_concluded, it is also in the interest of every

informed person in the world to prohibit any

; such intervention. The tide of African

destiny sweeps on. The destiny of Africa
and all it's children are one, linked for all
time however far we may go.

"Ngola: - Original African meaning—
, The King 7
2Colony: - A territory distant from the

= state having jurisdiction or-
nominal control over it
(Websters New World Dic-

- o a e tionary)

3Colonialism: The system in which a coun-
- _try maintains foreign colon-
ies for their economic exploi-
tation. (Websters New World

7 Dictionary)
4Totalitarian: A government or state in
‘ which one political party or
group maintains complete
control and illegalizes all

others. (Websters New
World Dictionary)

5N.AT.0.. Membership by U.S., Britian,
‘ France, W. Germany, Spain,
and Portugal.

6Mercenary: Person or persons motivated
by desire for money or other
gain; venal, greedy. (Web-
sters New World Dictionary)
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MOVING BEYOND
LIBERATION

AVery important part of the black

by Shackleford Collectively

movement is the development of
black power or black nationalism.
This is a major first step, but it isn’t
enough, because many blacks have
realized that nationalism becomes
a dead end if it is just an end in it-
self. One thing is that it leads to
being co-opted by the system. This
co-option takes many forms, for
example, believing that if you can
- get your ‘black thang’ (social club,
organization or life style) together,
this will solve many of the
problems you face because you are
poor and black; thinking that the
road to freedom for black people is
to get a bigger slice of the pie
(black business) and also seeing
everyday people who consider
‘themselves very black but who are
ripping off other black people to
make money, keep their job or
because that’s the way it is.
Perhaps the very worst thing
about nationalism, though, is that it
creates divisions in the

revolutionary elements in this - -

country, continent and the world.
The ruling classes have learned

how to use this nationalism to have

black people fighting Chicanos,
who in turn fight indians, instead of
all of them uniting to fight the real
oppressor. Now people are begin-
ning to see that racism is part of a
whole larger system—capitalism—
and the greatest weapon against
our oppressor will be unity of all
poor and working class people.
“Freedom is not a gift, but the
fruit of hard struggle.” Because we
have learned from the lessons of
the past, we have concluded that
the only way for our condition to

-change is for us to change it.

In the process, we will utilize
every approach we feel is workable
from the political structure of the
larger community to our own in-
ternal black community political

“structure. We realize we do not

have a strong and together black
community structure, so we see as
our most important task the
necessity to provide the basis or
foundation on which to build such
a structure. The start of the black
community’s unity and power is
through the recognition of collec-
tivity. Collectivity is nothing more
than working together for the
benefit of all.

Before we can operate suc-
cessfully as a collective, we must
realize that whether and how we
survive depends on the necessity
to function collectively. In this
pamphlet, we will point out exam-
ples of some of the binds we are
now in and have been in for some
time; we will look at some of our
own (universal black communities)
habits, customs and ways of
looking at things and people.

This pamphlet does not tell it all
nor does it attempt to. Each topic
can be expanded infinitely so you
must view this pamphlet as a
stimulus for discussion and com-
ment. The only way to solve a
problem collectively is to discuss it
collectively. If you are a student, ex-
plore these or some related matters
as the topic of papers for courses.
Instead of the idle BS which we all
engage in, we ought sometimes
realize, talk about and be about
some important things.
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by Maurice MCKinley -

| woke-up early one nippy April morning, in
1970, and realized as a multitude of other young
progressive black men realized, my dreani was
slipping away. True, Champaign was home, but
home wasn’t far enough away to. satisfy this
black gypsy’s need to journey. So | rustled up a
grub-stake ($600.00) and a horse (a ‘63 Chevy
wagon) and lit-out over the well travelled road
that leads east-thru Klu Klux Klan land, known
infamously as Indiana, which segways into a
tedious drive thru flat, drab Ohio, which the on-
coming darkness helped to pacify. Dawn brought
Pennsylvania’s mountianous landscape, a new
frame of mind and a secure knowledge that the
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Big Apple was only 400 miles east.

My first night in the Apple was truly an
experience and actually set the tone for the next
three and a half years. A friend | had known
previously, took me down to Slugs, a jazzclub in
the lower eastvillage. There | witnessed a revival
performed by Tony Williams and friends. In two
hours, | heard more music that | ever imagined
existed. | was drained. Never had | experienced
such a high level of BLACK CONSTRUCTIVE
ENERGY. Being witness to Tony Williams is truly
intimidating, yet somehow he ignites a competi-
tive spirit and warmly arouses one’s enthu-
siasm. New York, from the beginning, was a rat
race . .. yet rat races are won, with the acting
out of master plans... of course, everyone
doesn’t have a master plan! For New York's 13
million people, less than 25,000 of them are
super-sure-fire winners; the rest, just like
Champaign or anyplace else, has its great
multitude of ethnic close-io-the-earth-type peo-
ple.

The demeaning and humiliating game
President Ford and his supporters, in and out of
government, play by threatening to decapitate
the Apple with their swift economic sword, is
only a part of the adventure. Mayor Beame's
feeble and unimpressive bid to bega “hustle” for
the city, still, is only a superficial part of the
adventure. The real life day to day drama, is acted
out all over the Apple. New York is thoroughly
saturated with soul from the bottom (lower east
side) to the top. (Dykman, 200 St., Uptown)
Blacks, Puerto Ricans, West Indians and poor
Jews (they do exist) plus the ever growing
number who are the products of those many
mavericks, who have crossed racial lines, all live
in New York, mostly never rising above blue-
collar or working poor economic status. These
people, like most poor people, are the ones
suffering most from this morbid game played by
rich, selfish, egocentrics.

A concrete jungle such as New York offers a
poor unemployed, destitute person very few
outs! Here in the mid-west, we are great
consumers of good home grown beef, potatoes,

enough grain to satisfy our needs plus enough to
export and the list goes on. In the Apple, there
are no farms, no cows, no corn, only concrete. A
kid can conceiveably grow up in New York City
and never see a cow. He doesn't equate apples
and trees, bread and wheat, potatoes and earth.
Only neighborhood stores and fruit stands, pizza
parlors and delicatessens. For dessert, there's
heroin, sold openly on the street, delivered to
your door, if you wish, or ... available at any
respectable New York school including elemen-
tary thru college. The Big Apple is a welfare city,
compounded by the ugliness of every conceive-
able vice known to mankind. You can buy, sell or
display sex, almost to your choosing and share it
at will. City hospitals are free and noted for their
care and treatment of mental anguish, paranoia,
schezophenia and sho-nuff freak-outs! Its insti-
tutions are over-crowded and under-staffed.
The arrogant, snobbish New Yorker that
media has depicted is in reality only a very small
microscopic minority. New York's 12 million 900
thousand people are an incarcerated mass, a

boiling concentration camp, exposing a poor,
defenseless, mass.

New York, once a haven for immigrants
arriving from Europe as well as being the mecca
of the Western world, has gone through a
startling transformation. New York, the show-
case for European art, subsidized by the Ameri-
can government, does not see the importance of
embracing the talents of it's deprived artists of
color. '

America, a society bogged down by a culture
based on storekeeper mentality, means medioc-
rity and boring repetition. America, in it's
bicentennial year, symbolized by the eagle, can
spread his wings and boast of it's greatness, yet
in reality, a nations’ character is measured, not
by its industrial rich or its military technology,
but by the steady, progressive development of all
its people. God Bless Who? . . .. .. AMERICA?




The Gap Between
University Blacks and
Community Blacks

by Glenna Bryant

It is apparent to every black residing in the
Champaign-Urbana area that there is something
lacking in the relationship between the Universi-
ty black community and the Champaign-Urbana
black community, known as the North End. Some
blacks say it's a lack of communication between
the two groups; some blacks say it's the
differences in  their physical surroundings,
others say it's a conflict in attitudes.

To get a better perspective of the situation, a
look at both groups historically and in relation to
blacks as a whole is necessary.

Until the middle 60s black students present
at white universities and colleges were largely
from the middle class. They saw their presence
at these institutions as a means of being
accepted into white society. The same held true
for lower income blacks who were beginning to
arrive on college campuses through various
assistance programs.

But with the emergence of black awareness
and black power movements in the latter half of

-- the sixties the black student at white institutions

was viewed by the rest of the black community as
being somewhat of a traitor who shunned his
blackness in pursuit of white ideals and support
of the white power system. As a result, the
majority of black students during this time
developed guilt feelings, but at the same time felt
they could not go back to their community

“because they were not welcome or because they

could not relate to the community as a whole.
In the Champaign-Urbana area, prior to the
60s, blacks were centrally located on the

" Northeast section of Champaign. Most were

descendents of blacks who had moved here from
the South at the beginning of the century,
seeking better living conditions and fleeing from
physical harrassment and Iynchings. They
settled in the North end of Champaign in self-
made tar-paper shacks.

The University community provided for the
black migrant job opportunities largely through
domestic work at white fraternity and sorority
houses, and-in the homes of faculty members.
Though the University community provided jobs,
the movement of blacks in Champaign was
restricted and their liberties were few as
elsewhere in the North during this time. Blacks
were not allowed on campus unless they worked
there and never after dark.

The trickle of the first black students arriving
at the University necessitated some kind of
relationship between the community blacks and
the black University student. At this time, black
students were not allowed to live in the
University dormitories and were not welcome at
University social functions.

Black students sought housing in the North
end where they were taken in by black families.
The North end also offered the black student
social interaction and religious worship.

Presently blacks make up about 8% of the
total population in Champaign-Urbana number-
ing almost 11,000 (mostly residing on the North
end of Champaign). A 1974 article in a local
newspaper reported that only “37.4% of all
blacks in the Champaign-Urbana area were high
school graduates,” and for Champaign, the
figure dropped to 25.1%.

Contrary to many beliefs, the gap did not
originate with last year's killing of a black lllinois
football player, Gregory Williams. Williams was
allegedly shot by a member of the Champaign-
Urbana black community when he tried to stop a
few community blacks from entering a party
without paying. The incident brought a lot of bad
publicity to the University; but since the shooting
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of the black students from the Champaign-
Urbana area. But because of the poor quality of
education provided to the blacks in the area, the
goal was unrealistic

“This created ill will between Champaign
people who had been victimized (by a poor
education) and people recruited out of state. The
University student would have privileges thatthe
community blacks did not have. This created a lot
of animosity,” Shelley said.

Bruce Nesbitt, Director of the Afro-
American Cultural Program agrees with Shelley
and said, "It wasn’t until the mass came, that
there were differential feelings.”

Nesbitt said, ““as a larger body, the black
students began to interact more amongst
themselves; not seeking out the community any
more for housing and social functions.”’

Nesbitt also said the University through its
Educational Opportunities Program was telling
black students “‘everything you ever will need,
we got it for you.”" Nesbitt said that this resolved
the need for black students to go outside of the
campus and lessened interaction between the
two groups.

“So the black student began seeing them-
selves as separate from the community,” Nesbitt
said. .

Also, at this time University functions were
closed to the North end community, requiring
University identification for admittance. The
black community saw this in much the same way
as the previous decades’ restrictions of blacks on
campus after dark.

John Lee Johnson, black Champaign Coun-
cil member sees the gap as being multi-faceted.
Johnson said, “One of the problems is that most
blacks attend the University under false assump-
tions about their role at the University. They fail
to see their presence at the University as it
relates to the black community which serves the
University. In the same way the average black
citizen feels if he’s not attending the University,
he has no business being there.” Johnson said
that this creates an uncomfortable social atmos-
phere.

Johnson also regards the University blacks
avoidance of the North end area, as contributing
tothe gap between them. He feels that both sides
could gain from greater interaction between
them. ’

Black students similarly add their own
views.

attending Parkland community College and also
a former North End resident said, “Campus folks
feel the people on the North End are not as good
as they are. Most of them come from Chicago
and think they're better because they attend a
big university.”

She also said that because some of the
University blacks come from more prosperous
families, they look down on tne blacks from the
North End. '

Kim Moore, former University student now

Moore said, “'l don’t care how mucr
money | have, I'm not ever going to put down my
own people.”

Michael Winfrey and Willie Brownlee, also
Parkland students and residents of the
Champaign-Urbana black community see the
problem as one of physical separation. They said
that being separated by distance, a lot of rumors
circulate which causes friction between the two
groups.

Brownlee made reference to the gang wars
that were going on in the North End a few years
ago. He said that the gangs would take their
frustrations out on students on campus and
“crash’ parties.

Samuel Johnson, a senior at the University
saidthat when he first got down here, he had this
“wild impression” about blacks from the North
End largely through rumors.

“I live in the projects in Chicago and | knew
the folks from the North End couldn’t be any
worse than folks from the projects,” Johnson
said.

Johnson feels also that most blacks at the
University do think they are better than blacks in
the Community. He attributes this superior
attitude of-University blacks tothe recruitment of
more middle-class blacks to the University.

Johnson said, “The University is recruiting a
different class of blacks. In 1972, we had real
‘street niggas’. Now EOP (Educational Opportu-

‘nity Program) is recruiting blacks, most of whose

folks are professional and who would have gone
to college anyway—if not here, somewhere else.
And the sisters they're recruiting seem to be
from better homes than the brothers and they get
off on a different grade of ‘nigga’, not the brother
from the North End.”

Most blacks feel that the gap is lessening 2s
a result of black University and black community
organizations and churches working together.

Dean Shelley said that the combined efforts
of these organizations have brought about such
changes as having the University open gyms to
the Champaign-Urbana black community, and
did not occur on University property (it happened
at a black fraternity house), the University felt it
was out of their hands.

Though no one can give an exact date when
the relationships between the two groups began
to fray, the increased number of black students
that arrived on campus is thought to be a
contributing factor.

The largest influx of black students was in
1968, when the University recruited some 500
black students both in and out of the state,
through a program called Martin Luther King
Project 500. This program was established to
give blacks, disadvantaged by poor education
and a lack of money, an opportunity to achieve a
higher education at a four-year university. Dean
of Student Services, Clarence Shelley, who
helped in the enactment of the program, said
that the program had hoped to recruit about 30%
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enabling black students to receive academic

credit for work in some community programs.
As a result, blacks are now beginning to

develop a sense of the “extended black family."
The Afro-American Cultural Program at the

University has also been credited with helpingto

close the gap. According to Nesbitt, the Afro-
American Cultural Program which is funded by
the University for its black students, also works

with the community. Their programs are open to-

the black community and the Cultural Center
actively solicits community participation.
Upward Bound, a federally funded program
and part of the University’s EOP program, is also
linked with having helped to close the gap
between community and University blacks.

THE BMKWARI)& mAN

HE DoWT Keow wicTeh HE's Comim oa

Freeman Hrabowski, director of the program
said, “Upward Bound was established o help
low-income high school students with academic
potential to prepare for college.” Hrabowski said
that students in the program here are from the

‘Champaign-Urbana area and Danville, and are

tutored by black University students.

_Hrabowski said, “Upward Bound helps in
bridging the gap because it gives the high school
students a chance to meet blacks on campus and
see that they are not uppity. It also gives
University blacks a chance to interact directly
with people from the black community.

Council-member Johnson does not think
much of the University’s black programs.

Johnson felt similarly about the Afro-
American Cultural Program and compared it
with white cultural programs at the University.

He said, “White students’ cultural programs
are not controlled or predicated on University
funds—black programs are. It's hard to truly
reflect your culture when you're not controlling
the politics.”

What is the solution to this very definite gap
between blacks at the University and blacks in
the Champaign-Urbana area?

Council-member Johnson said, “The simply
solution would be the closing of American
institutions to black people. We have not
benefitted by attendance in higher learning
institutions. We have not reaped any value. As
black students attempt to find more success
through higher education, they become more
naive to the struggle. The only way a family is to
survive is by holding hands, bridging each
other’s needs."”

Bruce Nesbitt advocates more community-
University interaction as a solution toclosing the
gap.

He said, “Until students get out into the
community and apply themselves, the gap will
continue.”

Parkland students,. Moore and Brownlee
said “a committee formed from people of both
sides, should get together and discuss the
problem, to come up with a solution.”

The effectiveness of organizations and
concerned people, depends on the many the-
ories being discussed and acted upon; not as
separate entities, but as conscientious black
people, promoting universal brotherhood.
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Examining
"The American
Super-Structure

by Shackleford Collectively

The differences between the
United States and countries which
have had revolutions make it
necessary to look at the way people
live or the culture in this country
and in the black community very
carefully. We need to understand,
first of all, where cultures come
from. All human societies are
based on how people survive and
meet their basic needs such as
food, housing and clothing. Every
society is based on the production
of things to meet thcse needs.
What is produced, how it is
produced, and how it is distributed
determines the culture and in-

stitutions of the society.
The most important thing- is

production relations. This primarily
refers to the relationship between
the people who do the producing
and the means of production—the
land, factories, mines, etc. Of
course, the people who do the
producing are the workers in the
factories, in the mines, or on the
farms. If the producers don’t own
the means of production, the
economic  system is called
capitalism. For example, the
brothers and sisters who work at
Kraft here in Champaign, lllinois,
don’t own the factory or what it

produces, but they do the work.
This is the United States system,
where the means of production are
the private property of corporations
and rich individuals who use them

‘to make profits for themselves. If

the people who do the producing
are the owners, the economic
system is called socialism. In a
socialist society, the profits from a -
factory such as Kraft would be
used to support schools, build
houses, provide free medical care
or in some other way work for the
collective welfare of all the people
in the society. Now we can see that
the production relations are, the
economic system of a society.

The economic system comes the
culture and institutions of the
society. This is the super-structure.
These are what we see in daily life,
the part of society that ““sticks up.”
The basis is under the super-
structure, invisible to to us. It is like
an iceberg; people see only the tip,
the super-structure. And that is the
way the people in power want it.
They don’t want us to look below
the ~surface because then we
might challenge not just the school
boards or the park district or the
police or unemployment. We might
challenge the whole capitalist
package.




_ Culture, institutions,” and
philosophies all make up part of the
super-structure. The institutions

are things like the school system,

the public aid system, the legal

~system, politics, and the form of

--government. Politics and the form
of . government  are important

because many people think that the -

- government decides what kind of
economic system we have, but ac-
tually it is the other way around.
The economic system is the basis

upon which the government and -
other institutions are built. The fact
- that people think that government

is all important is good for the
capitalists that really control the
~__money, and therefore society. It is

good for them because the
politicians act as a buffer between

the masses of people and the real -

rulers of the country. Thus, when
people have complaints they go to
the government either on a local,
state, or national level. They don’t
go to the Rockefellers or the
DuPonts. This is why the Ojays, a
popular singing group, say there is
16 families that rule, and they aren’t
talking about families in govern-
ment, but families who have
economic power. The economic
system is the basis of society and
those who ‘control it, control the
society. The super-structure
develops as aresult of the basis.

- The  super-structure  usually
serves the function of reinforcing
the economic system it grows out
of. A simple example of the in-

stitutions in the super-structure is
the court system of the U.S. It
exists primarily to protect the
property of the people who own the
real - property in this country, the
capitalists: It is also easy to see thatin
the American systems of injustice a
person’s fate is largely decided by the

~amount of money he has. Thus, the
" court system rose out of production

relations just as other institutions

-have. Another example is the schools.

In the U.S. they exist to protect the

- ruling class and prepare people to fit

into the economic system. There are
many, many examples.

If we look at culture (religion,
philosophy, art, values, the way we
dress, ideas, music, customs, etc.)
we see the same thing. When our
black ancestors were in Africa,
before the coming of the
Europeans, they had an economic
system in which the land which
was the major means of produc-
tion) was owned collectively and
shared. As a result, the values
(which are part of the super-
structure) empasized co-operation
and people working together in
meeting each others basic needs.
Everybody’s welfare was con-
sidered, not just the welfare of a

feW families. ObViOusly" “the -

economic system or basis is not
like that in America, and thus the
values of most people don't reflect
collectively. Now, we will look at
the super-structure in this country,
how black people are entangled in-

- to it, and how it affects our efforts

to be free. -
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d For$32,600

al Center

reicemen

One-Stary Building

Preliminary architectural plans
vall for a oue-story Imilding of
concrete - hlocks.- with an over-all
size of X0 hy 70 feet. ltx principal
feature would be a 37-hy-68-Toot as-
sembly room plus a writing room.
Ihrary, oftice. Xkitchen, and toilets.
It was estimated it could be com-
pleted within four months.

In "the application, costs  were
broken down as follows: Land.
$1L.000;  contracts, $25.000: equip-
ment, $4.000;  contingencies. . $1.-
vl cngineering. . architectural,
and other tecs, $1,400; and legal
cxpenses, 200,

As he =igned the applicitions ror
the city,  Commissioner  Zomhro
=aid Mayor George J. Babb had ex-
pressed his intention of doing so
nefere his sndden illuess and op-
eration Thursday. The council is
in complete agrcement, the acting
mayor asserted.

“The whole deal is ofr.” Zombro

FWA Approves
Negro Center
Project Here

Chicago regional office of the
Federal Works Agency has approv-
ed the $18,500 federal grant for the
proposed $32,600 Negro community

-center for northeast Champaign,

Lyle H. Gallivan, executive secre-
tary of the Home and War Chest,

" announced today.

Sanction of the regional office
of the Federal Security Agency was
announced ‘previously. The project
application was forwarded today to
Washington, D. C., for approval of
the main office of the_ Federal
Works agency, but this is largely a
formality as the indorsement of the
regional FWA office is tantamount

- to final approval from that agency.

However, the War Production

board must grant its consent for the

erection of the building because-of
the critical materials involved, and

Gallivan said this is probably th
largest remaining hurdle before the
federal grant can become a reality
. Concurrence of the War depart.
ment also is needed to signify it:
value as a military project as the
proposed center would serve tc
provide for the recreation needs o:
colored soldiers in this area for the
duration of the war.

Erection of the building is als¢
contingent upon obtaining $14,10(
in donations here, The Home anc
War Chest has pledged $2,500 if it:
campaign for funds in November j
successful and the remainder is tc
be raised by solicitations in Urban:
and Champaign and among the Ne.
gro residents.

Colored persons obtained suffi
cient foney in a drive last year /
purchase two lots for the site fo.
the building at Sixth and Grovt
streets, just opposite Douglas park

The building would be of con.
crete block or similar lightweigh
masonry construction, 82 by 6:
feet and would provide a larg
hall 35 by 68 feet, and smaller
rooms . for library, reading room

kitchen, office, showers and lava
tories,

 Gallivan Plans
~ New Plea for

Colorél Ceritér

. Federal officials have thus far

declined to approve a federal grant

. for ‘the constructiqn of a Negro
_ community center in ndrtheast
.Champaign, Lyle H. Gallivan, ex-

ecutive secretary of the Home
and War Chest association, an-
nounced today.

Approval has been withheld by
officials of the Federal Works
agency on the ground that the war-

must approve the project as the
building would serve as a recrea.
tion center for Negro soldiers until
after the war, has ruled there are
not enough colored troops current- -
ly stationed at Chanute Field to -
justify the expense, - : 5

‘New Evidence’ Ready -
However, Gallivan said that he'.’
and others interested in the proj- '
ect are continuing to press the re-|
quest for federal funds and "are

is i icient planding to present ‘“new - evi- '’
' :i';?:f;f: neet s UMt W Gee on the need for the proj-
The War _department, which ect. -

mvxsbe 3 W

cgn | , STANDARD OF GIVING

5 IF ANNUAL e

Business ’ . INCOME IS
' ' . less_than $ 1,200 . %%
: $ 1,200 to § 4,000 . 1%

$ 4,000 to § 6,000 . 2%
Res. Address : $ 6,000 to $ 8,000 . 3%
$ 8,000 to $10,000 . 4%

said, “if the community fails to
raise its share of the cost.”

EVERY SUBSCRIBER SHOULD FILL OUT A CARD

Name

B - : : ) : TOTAL GIFTS "B
In consideration of the gifts of others, I promise to pay THE SUM OF 8% |[—poir: Coria #1000 .and, woves %
- tatha
Ck " g ion *
NEGRO SERVICEME!'S CENTER DRIVE CASH OR CHECK PAID
o AFor the Year Ending October 31, 1943 Dollars Cents ? M
Payablein  installments, as follows—Beginning Nov, 1, 1942 -\b L a o
BALANCE DUE
[J Quarterly  [J Monthly [J Weekly or Dollars Cents On Other Side
By payroll deduction - . . .- O By collector . . . . . . [0 of This Card
®s. To Fund Office—303 South Wright Street, Champaign, Illinois . . [J
AUDITOR *

SIGNED.

Address to which
mail is to be sent.

Over — Use receipt on
other side of this stub
for amount pledged

ipti i PTIONS MAY BE DE- id.
Subscription obtained by. Date IS)%%ST%%X FROMS i T and paid
Address EESBRE (OVER)
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THE NEWS.GAZETTE
Seek Federal A
Recreatio

» For Colored S

EXPECT $14,100
T0 BE DONATED
BY COMMUNITY

Balance Sought From
Government; Chest,
Recreations Board
To Contribute

Based on a plan of cummunity
cooperation. an
federal assistance in constructing
a Champaign-Urbana  recreation
center for colored service men
will be submitted to the Federal

Works agency ecarly nexi week, it

was disclosed Saturday.

'The application  proposes a
$32.600 projee. and requests that
the federal zovernment furnish
$18.500. 1. was submitted in the
name of the city of Champaign.
signed by Commissioner Roger E.
Zombro, mayor pro tem. who said
it had the approval of aull council
members.

Lyle Gallivan, executive secre-
tary of the Home -and War Chest.
who formulated and developed
the cooperative plan, said it is
proposed to raise the community’s
$14,100 share of the cost by con-
tributions from individuals in
both  Champaign and
fund-raising campaign to he con-
ducted amoung colored citizens by
their leaders. a §2.500 allotment
from the Ilome and War Chest,
and a $3.500 expenditure by the
Champaign city recreation de-
Partment.

Approval Expected

“Officials of the Federal Works
agency and the Federal Security
agency have assured me there is
good reason to expect the appli-
cation will be approved by them,
It must also he approved by the
War department and the War
Production Board.”

application for “huilding

Urbana., a.

"While intended 1o fill the w
time rvecreation needs of colon
service men, the building  will
a permanent structure and, accor
ing to the application, will “ser
the surrounding community aft
the war.,”

Zombro said. however. the app
caticn flatly states that the comm
nity will he unable to bear the cu
of the-servicemen's center witho
Tfederal assistance. \ow 1)end*
betore the same federal -agenci
asked {o provide the building funi
is a cily application for $3.80U
operate the existing Lawhe:
school servicemen's center for il
next eight months.

Would Replace Lawhead

It the propecsed new recreatic
ig evected, it will repla
the Lawhead center — consistis
ounly of two small rvoms .and d
scribed as “inadequate.” The e
reation department’s expenditir

- and federal assistance would

diverted to the new Dbuilding.

Colored citizens already have z
quired two vacant lots at Sixth a:
Grove streets, immediately ad;
cent to Douglas park. They w
furnish the site as a part of the
centribution.

Gallivan said civie Jeaders a
officials in Urbana have voiced !
vor of the project and assun
their support in raising TUrbanz:
share of the local contributic
The Home and War Chest dire
tors have included $2.500 in the
budget for the project, and !
members of the city recreati
board were reported to he
pledged $3.500 from their func
Gallivan declared he was optimis:
that the balance of the $14,100 ¢
be raised by donations from in
viduals and organizations.




On September 18, 1975 after three decades
of un-parallel service to the communities
of-NorthEast Champaign and NorthWest Ur-
bana, the Fredrick Douglass Community
Center passed in a pile of dust and rubble
into our history. Some how putting it’s
story into words did not seem the appro-
priate vehicle to express just what this build-
ing and it’s years of service meant to two
generations of our children. D I
On the following pages we wish to present oug as
a collection of photographs and other arti- :
facts that may provide us with a rear view to t =
a story some may have forgotten. Let these - r
pages be evidence that Douglass Center en e =
was the one institution that literally touched
us all and gave us in our early years a cer-

tain sense of commun/'g;]:tf;:e;;f A - True : Life Story
- 1945 -1975
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— Langston Hughes

|

R

3
4 - '~
B e

3 S

Do i e el o d b i b ) (e U b L dilied it it 40 ol 1 o a IR L




THE EVENING

COUR:ER

PROPOSED NEGRO COMMUNITY CENTER
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This architect's sketch pre-

sents a tentative conception of

; the proposed Negro community
! center which may be erected at
ihe northwest corner of Sixth
and Grove streets if the sub-
scribers to the Home and War
Chest approve the allocation of

part of e Chest surplus for
such a project. The one-story
building. construction of which
might b# possible in 1945 un-
tain” a lerge meeting or social
der priositics promised by the
federal government, would con-
hall, kit:hen, library, reading

room, showers, etc. The site,
adjacent to Douglas park, has
already been acquired by the
Negro residents who have ac-
cumulated some funds for a
center, An additional amount is
promised through private sub-
scription on the total of $30,000

Thursday, November 30, 1944

A bt i stiaim

Subscribers Asked to Ap-
prove Grant From Sur-
. plus Funds.

Allocatlion of $15,000 or more in
Home and War Chest funds to pay
approximately half the cost of
erecting a Negro community center
in northeast Champaign will be un-
dertaken if the proposal merits the
approval of the subscribers to the
Chest, Lyle H. Gallivan, executive
secretary, announced today.

A petition requesting the alloca-
tion of a portion of the Chest’s
surplus for a Negro community
center was presented Wednesday
evening to the executive committee
of the Home and War Chest. It
bore the names of more than 300
subscribers.

e Chest May Make

$15,000 Gift to

Colored

The executive

Center

committee ap-

pointed J. G. Thomas and Prof. G.
L. Jordan as members of a special
committee to take the proposal
presented in the petition to the
Chest subscribers. More than 13,-
000 letters asking the subscribers’
views on the requ~s* will be mailed
out shortly.
Cost My Be $30.000

Cost® ot th- Negro co>mmunity
center is estimated in ths neigh-
borhood of $30,000. Several thous-
and dollars raised previously for
such a project are available to be

estimated to be required for it
erection. Amount to be cor
tributed by the Home and Wa
Chest, if the subscribers ag
prove, will be about $15,000.

added to tke proposed Home an
War Thest contribution, and tt
executive committee has been a
sured the remainder needed wou
probably be forthcoming locally.

Of the funds collected earlier it
the center project, part was raise
by the colored residents under
committee headed by Ray Se¢
with Richard Edwards as chairm
of the campaign,

The colored citizens also 8
quired at that time two lots at t
northwest corner of Sixth 3a
Grove streets, adjacent to Dougl
park, as the-site for such a cent
These two lots give a total area
132 feet by a 132 feet. :

As a result of its 1944 campal
conducted in the fall of 1943, !
Community Chest had setéside ¢
500 for a Negro community cent
which is also available for the !
vived project.

Part of the additional fur
which will be required above th
obtainable from Chest sources
already on hand is proposed 0
procured in a drive among the ¢
ored townspeonie.
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GROUND BROKEN FOR NEGRO COMMUNITY CENTER
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Battle Veteran
Breaks Ground
| At New Center

Consummation of the communi-
ty's long-cherished hope for a Ne-
gro community center was signal-
ized Sunday afternoon as between
125 and 150 spectators gathemed in
the cold February sunshine to wit-
ness the breaking of ground for
the building at 510-512 East Grove
street.

Honor of turning the first bit of
earth went to Sgt. George Evans,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Evans,
504 East Tremont street. He is
home from 28 months in the Medi-
terranean theater of operations
wearing campaign ribbons with
four battle stars.

Achievement of the plan for the
center, together with the recrea-
tional possibilities its erection pre-
sages, was hailed in brief talks
by Richard Edwards, chairman of
the campaign for funds among the
Negro residents, and R. A. Stipes,
Jr., member of the Home and War
Chest building committee.

hay Scott, president of the
Douglas Community Service or-
ganization, introduced Mayors
George J. Babb and George F.
Hurd, the members of the Home
and' War Chest building commit-
tee, members of the Champaign
recreation and playground board,
and others interested in the pro-
ject.

Rev. M. A. Crowder, pastor of
the C. M. E. church, gave the in-
vacation, and Rev. B. J. Bayne of
the Salem Baptist church, the bene-
diction.

Dr. L. P. Diffay was the master
of ceremonies. After Sergeant
Evans had disposed of the initial
clump of ground, members of the
Home and War Chest building coms
mittee, led by Mrs. L. T. Gregory,
took a turn at the task.

E. N, DeAtley, Champaign con-
tractor, will begin work within
the next two weeks if the weather
permits. Last minute revisions in
plans are still being carried
through. The latest addition is an
enlargement of shower facilities.
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TABLE TENNIS CHAMPS. Two Cham-
paign youths, Charles Hascell, left, Dunbar
Court, and Walter Jackson, Burch Village,
get ready for another heat in the drive

* Kk Kk %k

R e A

which won them undisputed doublés cham-
pionship in the 1955 Illinois State Fair at
Springfield. Hascell and Jackson also
came in one-two in the singles competition.

* % % *

2 Champaign Youths Win
Fair Tabie Tennis Titles

1 ROM GROUND LEVE
FRON ROUND LEVEL

Mrs. Erma Bridgewater

Douglas Aide
[s Appointed

Appointment of Mrs. Cecil
Bridgewater, 608 E. Washington
St., as the assistant director of
Douglass Community Center was
announced Saturday by the Re-
creatjon and Plavground Board.

Mrs. Bridgewater, who will be
in charge of al} activities for wom-
en and girls at the center, was
with the City Recreation Depart-
ment from 1939 to 1945. She is
the former Erma Scott, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Scott,
109 Ells Ave.

Mrs. Bridgewater is a graduate
of Champaign Schools and holds
a degree in sociology and psychal-
ogy from the University of Illi-
nois.

She donated much time to the
campaign for funds to build the
Douglass Center 10 years ago.

Her husband is with John
Grob Co., 312 W, Green St.,
Urbana. They have two sons and
a daughter and Mrs. Bridgewater
has been active in the Parent-
Teacher Association.

She and the center director have
been working on plans for pro-
grams for all age groups. Schedules
of fall and winter activities will
be posted Tuesday at the center,
510-12 E. Grove St.

HURSEY, WHITE
RECEIVE POSTS
AT DOUGLASS

August 20, 1954

NEW DOUGLASS CENTER DIRECTORS.
Hazel E. lungerich, left, superintendent of
the Champaign Recreation Departmer?!,
announced the appointments of three Ur-
bana men to posts at the Douglass Com-.
munity Center Thursday. Left to right,
they are, Paul Hursey, newly-appointed
director of the center; Arthur White Jr.,
assistant director; and Leon Peacock, cus-
todian. The appointments will be effec-
tive Sept. I.




Holt In No-Hitter ForDouglas Center

BUICK IS VICTIM:
C. 5. JOHNSON'S
WINS BY 14-3

Holt threw the first no-hitter of
the 1wo-dav-old Ch n indus-
§ : < m  Tues-

day night wonglas Center wal-
loped Buick. 11-1, in me called
after five innings. Johnsoa's
won the second game over Mos-

kin's, 14-3.
Douglas AB ABRH
Darrettsy 2 = i =
11 4 1 00
1 a 2y oo
3 i el
i =9 *na
1 b=k 1 00
1 > ¢ 6oa
A £ N6
3 100
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The construction project un- They are four of the 30 chil-

derway here won’t do much to dren who began the first class
ease the housing situation, but in the new Champaign-Urbana
that doesn't detract from it's kindergarten in Douglas Com-

importance for the builders.

munity center Monday. Left to
right are Steve Nance, Cecil
Bridgewater, James Williams
and Jacky Logan.
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July 10,1957

Douglass Park Facilities

Champaign Recreation Depart-
ment Monday opened its summer
play program on the parks and
playgrounds and among the first
to turn out at Douglass Park

weTe these three shuffleboard fans,

Limited; Repairs Needed

:SUMMER PLAY PROGRAM UNDERWAY
June =157 71954

were these three shuftleboard
fans, Danny Bracy. Bob Lane
and Luther Briggs. The program
will  continue through -eight

weeks.

CRACKED COURT
Chuckie Adams (left) and

Larry Jackson can’t do anything

more than make playful passes’

at shuffleboard in  Douglass
Park on E. Grove St. Cracks

in the concrete surfacing, large
¢nough to turn aside the- dishs;
make both of the shuffleboard

courts unplavable.

By Dudley McAllister
Densely populated northeast
Champaign, with ‘many hundreds
of children, depends for summer
recreation on the two and a half
acres of Douglass Park where even
the modest existing facilities are in

a crippling state of disrcpair.
Between 200G and 300 voungs-

ters crowd into .this small plot,

behind the Douglass Center and
Washington School, on many
summer evenings, according to
Paul Hursey, program director
there for the City Recreation De-
partment.

A quick look at the shuffle-
board and tennis courts illustrates
the problem of physical facilities at
Douglass Park.

Cracks in the concrete render
both of the shuffleboard courts un-
plavable. No puck, however ac-
curately propelled, could surmount
these fractures and come home
true.

The single tennis court’s back-
stops are gone and one of the
anchor poles for the net is lack-
ing.

There is little playground equip-
ment. Only one outdoor oven, a
mekeshift affair built by a former
summer prograth director, is avail-
able for picnickers. And more
tables and benches are needed ur-
gently.

Athletic nesds Cited

Director Hursey seces other
needs, such as a baskebtall stand-
ard, with backstop. The turf on
\Kﬁinﬁe]d of the main baseball
didmond, he says, needs to be
“skinned” or tzken up so that
the ball will not bounce arsund
unpredictably in the ruts.

Two weeks ago, at-a *®hlic dis-
cussion of Champaign'’s park prob-
lem, Hursey said he would like
to see high jump and broad jump
pits so that maybe in a few years
“some of the boys will go on to
shine for Champaign High.”

The Park Board has provided 2
load of sand and Hursey has since
put in those facilities.

These “small things,” Hur:y
noted then, “make & difference in
whether the kids will come to the
parks or be soméwhere they-should:
n't.

Hursey has made some progress
on lighting of the ball diamond
and tehnis cowt. Wiring was
provided by the’ Perk Board and
volunteers handled the installs-
ton.  But two of the floodlights
won't illuminate due to_broken
porcelain: sockets.

Closing of an alley at the rezr
of Douglass Center so that autos
will not jeopardize youngsters run-
ning back and forth between the
park and the center also is rec-
ommended by Hursey and the
Community Council.

Relatively New Park

A part of the precious space of
Douglass Park is taken up by a
brick building in the southeast
corner in which the Paik board
stores its vehicular equipment,
power tools, etc., for all of the
parks.

lass Park is a relanvely
new addition to Champaign’s ad-
mittedly inadequate park system.
It wes acquired in the early 1930’s
from the Anton Roland estate
through the efforts of the Freder-
ick - Douglass Civic League, of
which Richard Edwards, now on
the school board, was then ptesi-
dent,

One of the leaders in this
movement which brought norii-
east Champaign its only park
was the late Rev. Dabney Jones,
onetime pastor of Salem Baptist
Church and valet for many years
to United States Sen, William B.
McKinley of Champaign.

Most of Champaign's® parks ar¢
hemmed in by builtup areas and
thwarted from future expansion.

There is a thread of hope, how
ever small, far enlargement of
Douglass Park, how

Part of the adjaceri. ground 1
theseast is still yacant and unused
except  for ing. Plat booj!
show it belongs to the {
ily. It is outside the city limits <!
both Champaigh and Urbana.

Powers of perk boards includs
the acquisition of land, by neﬁ?
tiation or condemnation where tht
public interest is unt ¢
overriding. e
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The community’s needs increased yearly.
Douglas gave everything it had. A rigid
and insensitive park district gave almost
nothing, out center faultered deteriorated
and died.

Special thanks to:

Mr. Lee Cary :
— Springfield, lllinois

Mrs. Erma Bridgewater

Mr. Kenneth Stratton

Mr. Dickie Davis

Mr. John C. Johnson




Written by the “The (
Shackleford Collective. Awakening.”

The present day Liberation
Movement in the United States is
about 20 years-old dating back to
Ross Parks refusing to sit in the
back of the bus and Reverend Mar-
tin Luther King leading a bus
boycott as a result of this action.
This was followed by civil rights
demonstrations throughout the
country, the rise of black pride un-

-der the leadership of Malcolm X,

violent urban riots, the issue of
self-defense for the black com:-
munity with the Black Panthers,
and many, many more people and
groups  struggling for black
freedom and dignity. Now we find
ourselves at the crossroads in the
movement, a time to study and
analyze to find new directions. We
have learned many lessons in the
past twenty years. One thing is a
need for a second cultural
awakening. The last years of the
movement have been dominated by
the first cultural awakening—the
rejection of white racism, which
also means the emergence of a
positive black image.

Rejection of white racism takes
many forms: different forms of
dress and hair styles, breaking out
of the slave mentality that brings a
feeling of inferiority for dark-
skinned persons compared to their
white counterparts; changing from
the idea that to succeed and be
happy is to be white. In general
black people; ideas and values
change with this rejection of white
racism. This new way of looking at
things is called nationalism or
cultural nationalism. This was, and
is, a very important stage in the
struggle against United States
Government aggression. It is im-
portant because it frees people’s
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minds and makes them want to
struggle. After most blacks started
to talk about ‘““Black Power,” “Black
is Beautiful,” etc. . . people were
motivated to fight against their 2nd
class citizenship. A black person
who is ashamed of existing could
never become revolutionary.

The first awakening opened black
people’s eyes to the level of racism
in society. Racism in society is not
just some ignorant cracker down
on the corner that calls you a
nigger. It is a much larger, more

-.complex problem. We see that
- black people (except for those
- chosen few) are systematically ex-
cluded from higher technical
training, skilltrade unions, in-

stitutions of higher educations,
etc. On the other hand, we see large
numbers of blacks systematically
included in the unemployment
lines, the jail system, and low wage
jobs such as food services, un-
skilled labor, difficult assembly line
work. We see that this doesn’t just

happen to a few individuals but
-happens continuosly. We have

seen and learned that this racist
system isn’t run by all white people
(throughout the last 20 years of
struggle a few progressive whites
have extended support in various
ways) but instead by the rich white
ruling class, their black lackeys,
and certain racist whites thinking
of getting ahead for themselves.
This all helps us to see ourselves
not as isolated individuals with so-
called individual problems, but part
of a larger group oppressed by
larger forces. That consciousness
is an important first step. In order
for our movement to continue to
develop we must now move ahead
to the 2nd stage of our awakening.

Second Cultural




THE
NIGGER

MENTALITY

Dig this. Look at your com-
munity. What do we, as a people
own? Don’t count Cadillacs,
Eldoradoes and platform shoes. Of
the essential resources necessary
to substain human life (food,
clothing and shelter), what do we
own? Nothing. As in black com-
munities throughout America, our
black community has a few pork
palaces, churches and maybe an
overpriced clothing store and that’s
it.. We do not even own the ground
our children play on. Unless we live
in a rural community, if the grocery
store burned down, most of us
‘would starve, we are not in tune
with nature and we have lost our
compassion for other human
beings. : :

What nigger mentality means is
not being together. A lot of sisters
and brothers in music are trying to
tell us what time it is, “Open my
Eyes” and ‘“Finally Got Myself
-Together.” What is life on this earth
about? Why do we insist on acting
like niggers? We ain’t in the fields
no more, Jack, it's time to
straighten up and begin to handle
it, dig that. We can do it, but it’s up
to us to decide between the bright
shiny objects and the things on this
earth that have real meaning.

Since the majority of black
people are “wage slaves’ (meaning
you sell your labor), propertyless
wage earners (property meaning
land) punching time clocks, we are
all basically in the same shape. But
America tells us the person with
the most shiny objects is the most
together. If black people are going
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the shackles of slavery. Today, the
white man does not break into your
crib and drag you out and hang you.
He gives you the rope and says,
“Boy get some platform shoes and
hang yourself.” And the nigger
buys a Cadillac, jumps on the top of
the ride, snorts a little coke and
throws the rope around his neck.
Oh! | forgot to mention his Elagen-
za rags, blowing in the wind. The
game has changed. Black people,
poor people of color, are still
slaves, only the little cabin in the
back is now a high rise fire trap.
Throwing off the shackles means
freeing your mind as well as your

- back.

When we first arrived, the chains
were easy to see, human beings
sold other human beings. A
brothers life was not worth a thing.
Today, the aftertaste (the way your
mouth feels after drinking a diet
pepsi) can be seen in the black
community. Four hundred years of
inhuman treatment, drained the
compassion from black people.
Well, the whip is gone but we

- behave like the man was .still

crackin it.

We should not teach the young
our bad habits. The new day will
come only as a result of new
people.

SEXISM

Many people ask, “Why a
socialist society?” The reasons are
simple. Capitalism means private
ownership of land and the means of
producing goods and services.
Capitalism produces frustrations
because individual desires and
-pleasures are placed before the
needs of human beings. Police act
as an extension of this class of in-
dividuals because they protect
property and not human beings.

The words ‘my’ and ‘mine’ are a
direct carry over of this idea of
private property and individual
ownership of material items. For
example, my lady, my ride, my this
and my that; it is tragic that so
many young black men try to assert
their manhood, denied by a cap-
italist and racist society, by op-
pressing someone else. :

Sexism, is looking at women as
objects, private property, or only as

If we are serious about freedom,
and creating a new society, based
on human needs and not profit,
people must be responsible for
their actions. Granted, sex is a
biological need, however, a brother
should be in control of his penis
and not visa versa. Our actions, all
of them, must be based on love and
understanding.

Sexism is a part of life in the
north end (the black community of
Champaign-Urbana). Every day we
hear brothers call sisters “bitches”
and ‘“whores.” Calling black
a wife and mother. Many times
brothers try to prove how manly
they are by abusing as many sisters
as they can. In effect their penis
begins to control their actions.
Their whole lives are centered
around how many sisters they can
get over on. The brothers with the
most ladies are very often admired
by younger brothers, who try to
imitate their style as they grow
older. Sexism divides us terribly. It
makes women compete for men
against other women. To this end,
we have sisters running around
damn near naked, so they can be
considered more appealing than
Sally Sue. Sexism make men fight
other men for a woman. Both must
rise from the idea of being
someone elses private property.
Sexism makes people into objects,
both female and male.

women or any human being a bitch
or whore is reflection on ones self.
Any person who must put another
human being in a negative light
must be unsure about his or her-
self. Our people have become trap-
ped in these roles. Again this is
related to the present structure of
society. America has never had full

employment. And for those em:-

ployed, the chances of having a
meaningful job is a slim possibility.
But for black women it is almost a
certain impossibility.

Black men take pride in taking
money from sisters. Sisters often
work; others may receive welfare
checks. Brothers come in and suck
up the money from their families,
for their Cadillac car notes and
elaganza rags. The Cadillac and
elaganza rags are used to ‘get over’
on other ladies. Age does not mat-
ter. Both white and black men want .
complete control of their women
and their sex lives. Black men
operate out of thé same set of
double standards as white males.
The wife is to have sex with only
the husband. She is supposed to
have the children and raise them. In
contrast, men have sex with several
women outside of their wives and
spend more time pursuing their
careers.

Black women and men must
begin to understand the nature of




sapitalionn aiild racCisill. vve 4aie d
-olonized minority. And we must
;top using each other as a release
orour frustrations.

Historically, black women were
jsed by a slave master for their ex-
raneous sexual pleasures, while
he white woman was placed on a
hedestal. Black families were torn
apart. White people sold husbands
and children to different families to
3y0id possible slave uprisings.
Today, the position of black
womes in society has been termed
"“Triple jeopardy” - meaning | am a
woman, and | am black and | am
poor, | loose three times. Black
organizations also suffer because
of sexism. -The presence of a
woman in an organization may lead
to emotional conflicts, paralyzing
tansion and inability to work. Quite
often sisters are not allowed to par-
ticipate in movement activities
because of husband or father's
brainwashed sexist definition of a
woman’s proper role. Who does not
know of women who are stronger
and more politically advanced than
their husbands but can not take a
izadership role because they are
someone’s wife.

The black community is filled
with examples of individualism,
materialism, status . symbols,
egoism and sexism, and yet,
progressive forces in America have
made substantial gains.

INDIVIDUALISM

The American economy
(capitalism) is based on the foolish
notion that progress in human af-
fairs can bé better “achieved by
competition petween people and
groups than by the cooperative use
of collective energy and resources.
Under capitalism, community and
the sense of community have disin-
tegrated: individualism is carried
to the ultimate extreme. Capitalism
leaves one with no group with
which, to grow and progress, in-
dividuals pursue their destinies,
taking no responsibility for the rest
of humanity. Capitalism’s only goal
is personal benefit and aggran-
‘dizement, and one can only ad-
vance in America by stepping on
others.

During our four hundred year

SZEROM GROUND LEV
== FROM GROUND LEVE!

Stay In America, we as Dblack
people, once in tune with nature
and humanity have become
Americanized. We believe in the
same lies as the larger American
society. As long as we continue to
have the same values as our op-
pressors, we in fact help the
machine run. To this end, Viet Nam

is an important point in our history.-

People of color from America and
poor whites were sent abroad to
fight for a country that denied them
meaningful employment when they
return. We fought for money

against VU PEUPIED Ul Luiur wiitw
were trying to attain their freedom
from colonialist oppression and ex-
ploitation. What this incident says
about black people is that we
believe that America has a few
problems, but overall, we are the
greatest. Simply stated, our desires
and values, our fantasies and
dreams are the same as those we

are supposed to be organizing

against.
At the center of these values is
individualism. Individualism means

(cont.)
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survival of the fittest, the cream will
rise to the top. Individualism says,
since we are supposed to be
created equal and have individual
rights protected by the con-
stitution, our economy and society
are supposed to be free areas

where those with the most drive,

- those who work hardest and the
" longest will succeed. But we do not
have equal protection under the law
and the economy is ran by a few
large corporations. .
Individualism lets you destroy
other people in your own interest. It
encourages sexism, materialism,
and racism, because it stresses
competition instead of
cooperation. Individualism says |
am out here for myself, trying to
make it anyway | can. | have got to
get what | can while the getting is
good. So if | hurt your feelings or
have to lie a little to get what | want,
no harm done because its
everybody for the selves, dog eat
dog.
~ Inevery areaof life in America we
have ‘competition based on the
theory of individualism. But in
truth,-in the real world, we do not
start out equal. There are people
who have money from jump. There
are people who inherit property and
cash. They have much more to go
on than we do. They have much
more influence over our economy
and our domocratic state than
regular poor folks. Don’t fool your-
self with that work your way up the
ladder trash either. Those who
make it are few and far between.
Black peopie have confused in-
dividuality with individualism. In-
dividualism is a negative force, it
encourages human separateness.
Individuality is the natural dif-
ferences between people that
enrich  human relations and
society. No two people or trees or
any living thing are exactly alike. In-
dividuality is a reality that exists in
all societies, whether capitalist or
socialist. However, we must always
keep in mind that what seems like
individuality may actually be the
result of negative conditioning and
should be changed. The key
question is: does a particular
quality in a person oppress others?
Does it advance or subvert the long
march of humanity toward a world
free of exploitation and racism?
Does it serve that person alone or
humanity as a whole?

44

MATERIALISM

In the United States, materialism
is very important. America and
other capitalist societies place
material values over human values.
Because life in a capitalist culture
frustrates basic human needs for
community, people seek satisfac-
tion not from positive and close
relationships with other human
beings, but from collecting,
possessing and hoarding material
objects and trinkets. Wanting
-material things that you really do
not need is part of the disease of
materialism; for example: jobs that
offer ‘“‘security,” that nice color
. television, that thousand dollar

stereo outfit, that pretty young lady
you have always wanted to take out
and of course, we must not forget
that long fully equipped car you
have always wanted. This sets the
stage for ruthless competition and
the outright capitalist. Now you
have to play his game, the money
game. That means the man with the
money has what you want an?you
must compete with other people.
Some of us start off being straight,
Mr. Nice Guy, competing and
working hard to get that slice of Un-
cle Sam’s apple pie (mean green).
Many of us do this for years before
we accept the fact that we are not

‘N

getting the piece of pie as fast as
we were led to believe; as a matter
of fact many of us are being laid off
in the unions and in other areas of
the economy that were set up to
protect our interest. There are just
not enough jobs for everyone. The
job market like our educational
system is based on com-
petition—there always has to be a
loser.

With unemployment being a hard
core fact, many of us turn to crime
for various reasons. The main one
being hunger pains, for you or your
family, if some type of income is
not available. It is also important to
understand the why and how of
materialism. By that | mean why a
person or a group of people would

even want to have an over abun-
dance of material items. First of all,
| think we are taught in almost
every aspect of our lives to com-
pete in everything we do. For in-
stance, in grade school, we were
forced to compete with other
students. The emphasis was not on
what one is learning or why, what
mattered was how good one’s
grades were. Our educational
system is just part of the pagkage
we must begin to question.

So we must dwell on the
questions regarding democracy
and the way it serves its people.
Whether or not we will be served
justly or unjustly by this system or
another is our choice together,

TODAY. /F
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What’s For Dinner Mom?

by
Chris
Benson

"What's for dinner Mom?" -

In most households, this is a common
question to hear in the late afternoon
hours of the day.

But, with unemployment figures at
8.3% and steadily rising, the question
is fast changing from "What's for dinner?"
to "Is there going to be any dinner at
all?" For the millions of poor in this
country, this has always been the case
despite efforts by the Federal Government
to offset the problem.

e i S —r—

The Food Stamp Act of 1964 which
established the most recent Food Stamp
Program is a move in that direction and
officials, ignoring the tons of red tape
involved, brag about the easy way for
low- or no-income families to get a basic
nutritional diet by participating in the
program.

"We must first determine eligibility,
said Rita Norheeden, supervisor of the
Champaign County Food Stamp Program.

Eligibility to participate in the
program varies according to income and
family size. Each applicant goes through
a process involving interviews with state
or local officials and then checks on the
information they provide.

"Each household (family) is allowed
no more than $1,500 in non-exempt resource:
according to Miss Norheeden.




 Solving the food problem
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Some family costs can: then be deduct-
ed from the income in qualifying for the
program, she said. '"But if after the de-
ductions, you are even 25 cents over the
line, you don't qualify," she said.
Typical deductions include:

-medical expenses over $10 each month;
—tuition and fees at any level of
school:

—-funeral expenses;

-disasters, such as fires;

—child care; ; :
~housing which exceeds 30 per cent of
the family's income.

The interviewer, or case worker will
then look on a standardized form to deter-
mine if you are eligible and if so, how
much you must pay for your stamps, and
you go home and wait, sometimes for as

long as three weeks for your "authoriza-
tion-to-purchase card" which can be taken
to an outlet -maybe a bank- to buy the
stamps. ;

It sounds easy doesn't it? 1In reality
though, getting those stamps as many say
is true of getting anything from the Fed-
eral Government, can often be like running
an obstacle course. And if you're no
track star, you just don't eat.

There is a widespread effort through-
out the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA)-which is responsible for funding
local programs- to keep the number of per-

sons applying for food stamps at a minimum.

Although more persons in this coun-
try are broke and most likely hungry, the
inefficiency of the USDA is hindering food
stamp distribution, according to a Senate
report on March 2, 1975.




The 71-page report by the Select
Committee on Nutrition and Human Needs
calculated that by last September at least
20 million persons eligible for food
stamps, were not receiving them.

In addition, as many as 85,000 appli-
cants were waiting more than 30 days to
be certified for eligibility in February.

The report also indicated the USDA
was more concerned about food stamp fraud
by a few than about making sure stamps
were distributed to eligible persons.

Saving money seems to be more import-
ant than reaching every eligible person.
Adequate funding of any efficient food
stamp and the level of funding and the
size of the program are definitely inter=-
related since the willingness to buy the.
stamps depends on the bonus offered. The
higher the bonus -the difference between
the actual value of the stamps and the
price you pay- the more likely a person
is to participate in the program.

So, in order to keep participation
levels under some control, the USDA has
kept bonuses down by setting high pur-
chase prices or lower values.

Earl Butz, secretary of agriculture,
recently attempted to raise the cost of
stamps even higher, but heated public

" reaction may have postponed this. act for
a little while. '
Rigid certification procedures have
) also prevented many eligible persons from
receiving food stamps. In particular,
inadequate office hours at inconvenient

offices and complex certification require-

ments pose a problem for applicants.

Locally, this problem is worsened
be understaffing. As a result long lines
- which start formlpg as early as six a.m.

- and spendlng as long as an entire day and
p0531bly two or three being processed are
common occurrences. For persons who must
miss work, students with classes and wo-
men with small children, the problem here
is obvious.

However, there are no plans to expand
the staff to meet this need, according to
Miss Norheeden. 'The Federal Government,'
she said, "does not feel there is a great
enough need for an expanded staff."

. Even though office hours often con-
flict with the times many persons are free
to go through the rigid process, the USDA
still exerts no supervision over the num-
ber of offices a particular county oper-
ates or the hours those offices are open
to the public.

There are other problems encountered
with the very nature of the program.

Although food costs in recent years
are jumping higher by the month, the in-
crease in food stamp benefits has not
paralleled that rise which seriously limits
the purchasing power of participants. The

plan also neglects the significant region-
al differences in food costs and assumes
that "'all families have smaller children
ignoring the nutritional needs of teen-
agers who eat more.

Applicants are also stigmatized.

By branding each applicant a poten-
tial thief, case workers are allowed the
luxury of invading the privacy of these
persons and, the applicants must perform
the dehumanizing task of justifying a
very basic need - to eat.

Mistrusting the ability of the poom
to take care of themselves, according to
a 1972 report by the Citizen's Board of
Inquiry into Hungry and Malnutrition in
the United States, the program carefully
labels each recipient: as wasteful, which
justifies giving fewer bonuses.

This stigma also. accompanies every

‘bag of groceries bought with food stamps.

"'Stamps are demeaning,'" according
to George Wiley, executive director of
the National Welfare Rights Organization.
"It's a way of singling out poor people.
It's saying that- you can 't trust poor
people

The remedy - 5ubstitute cash for
stamps.

At a nationwide meeting of 17 local
and national organizations committed to
improving the food stamps program in
February, 1972, the groups criticized the
program as '"intolerably degrading,' and
called- for many reforms which resulted
in replacing stamps with cash.

_Although most spokesmen and -advoc-
ates for the poor support this plan, ac-
cording to the Citizen's Board of Inquiry
into Hunger and Malnutrition in the United.

‘States, officials have made no plans to

act on it. )

In the meantlme, changes must be
made. To provide a more fair system will
involve simplifying and shortening the
certification procedures, offering more
realistic benefits and working to remove
the dehumanizing effects on the poor.

However, these changes depend on a
more honest committment by the USDA to
adequately feed the nation's poor and
that may take some time.

According to Senate Select Commit-
tee on Nutrition and Human Needs:

"The failure of the food stamp pro-
gram to meet the goals mandated by Con-
gress can be traced directly to the re-™
strictive policies and practices of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture, policies
that have plagued the poor for years and
are now preventing the food stamp pro-
gram from meeting the needs of the newly
unemployed."
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Black Awareness
at Urbana High

by Pam Mincey

Walking toward Urbana High School
one Thursday afternoon reminded me of the

many times I had taken this same walk to---

wards the same goal. I was going to a
Black Student Association (B.S.A) meeting
two years later -now as an observer.

The students I met and listened to
were not like the students I had attended
the same meetings with. They are about
the business of bettering themselves fin-
ancially, individually and as a group.
They have proved their seriousness by
raising $647.50 towards their goal of
$2000. A goal set anywhere near this two
years ago would have sounded ridiculous.

The group began in 1968 to bring
Blacks together and to get the wheels
of administration turning in their direc-
tion for projects and more Black programs
in the school. This aim got lost in pet-
ty grievances when I was in B.S.A. The
students now in the B.S.A. have found
this goal again and working with it.

The B.S.A. is a small but effective
group. Of the 200 Black students who
attend Urbana High School, 24 attend the
meetings regularly. The reason for this

small turnout, argues Danny Walker, B.S.A.

president is that Blacks don't see the
"trick bag" the school had them in as far
as being able to function in a white sys-
tem.

The B.S.A. immediately begins working
on plans discussed at the meetings so
-there is no last minute hassle to deal
with unlike the old organization which
never did anything until the last minute.
Their future plans include a soul food
dinner and a student staff basketball
game. They also plan outings to just have
some good old-fashioned fun. Non-members
attend these functions which is viewed
by Walker as positive since others can
see that the B.S.A. is on the case.

After the meeting I talked with
Danny Walker and his vice-president, Joe
Benton. Danny said he used to attend
meetings where the officers and a smatter-
ing of students showed up. He came into
"office" at the end of the fall semester
and started working at the beginning of
the new spring semester. Things have been
looking up ever since.

I asked Ms. Jackie Rendleman, guid-
ance counselor, to compare the previous
B.S.A.'s to this one. She said that the
students were able to govern themselves
and they got things done. She later
stated, '"They are more serious about them-—
selves and closer to each other."

When I left the meeting I felt a
sense of pride and hope that many Black
students in high schools like this were
getting their "stuff' together. These
students, though few in numbers, know
what they want and what they have to do
to get it.
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JUSTICE OR JUST-US?

by Shackleford Collectively

Anyone who has spent any
time observing the legal processes
in Champaign County, or any coun-
ty in America, will recognize that
the legal system preys on poor
people, by the elite and
wealthy—lawyers, judges, debt
collectors, landlords. Keeping the
law and legal system overly com-
plicated allows lawyers to profit
from people’s legal troubles.
Without a lawyer or legal advice,
oneis lostin the courtroom.

Watching the court in Cham-
paign County in action, one sees
that justice is wholly non-existent.
Under the Constitution, citizens
have a right to a trial of jury by their
peers. Yet, in Champaign County,
out of all the thousands of criminal
charges and arrests there were only
61 jury trials in the entire year of
1974. A black person on trial in
Champaign County will almost in-
variably find that the jury peers
judging them is all white, the

S

- FROMGROUND RBVEL o e D oo it e e R e R R i
I . ) 71111 4= .. |
e e S e~



prosecutor trying to convict them
will be white and totally without
concern for their future, the judge
sentencing them will be white and
totally unaware of their reality of
their daily existence and more of-
ten than not, the judge would rather
‘be dealing with his financial in-
vestments than seeing that justice
isdone in a courtroom.

For black or poor people with
legal difficulties in Champaign
County, there are few resources. If
one is extremely poor and has civil
legal problems (such as landlord
problems, divorce matters, dif-
ficulties with Public Aid, but not
criminal charges or arrests), Land
of Lincoln Legal Assistance is
available to them for legal services.
A poor person who has been
charged with a criminal offense can
be assigned a Public Defender
(people in prison call the Public
Defender the “Penitentiary Dispat-
cher” because the Public Defender

so frequently urges people to waive
their right to jury trial and plead
guilty to a deal). Few people know,
however, that even if they are poor,
they DO NOT have to accept a
Public Defender to represent them
on criminal charges. If you are
arrested and do not want to be
represented by a Public Defender,
you can tell the judge that you gdo
NOT wish to be represented by a
Public Defender, and that you want
a private attorney appointed to
represent you. You have a right to
this if you ask for it.

Realizing that the kind and
quality of legal representation
available to black, young, poor and
powerless people is not adequate,
the Shackleford Community In-
stitute has instituted a Community
Legal Service which attempts to
provide quality legal representation
at low and moderate cost, par-
ticularly in the area of criminal
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Profile: Maurice McKinley

- by Peggy J. Hines
When Maurice McKinley was a young
boy, his father took him to Chicago to
hear. such artists as Duke Ellington and
Count Basie. It was these concerts
" “which inspired him to become a musician,
and especially to play the drums. - .
“Originally from Champaign, McKinley
left the U. of I. Jazz Band in 1968 to
pursue a career in music and theater in
New York. While there for four years he
.became involved in various phases of the
musical and theatrical life and met and
played with some of the folks he omnce
idolized. . e .
McKinley has played with such bands
as Rahsaan Roland Kirk, Archie Shepp, Sam

Rivers, Collective Black Artist, Roy Ayers,

Reggie Workman, and Stanley.Cowell. He
had roles in two broadway plays, ''Two

Gentlemen of Verona' and '"Lost In The Stars".

He has also worked closely with Vinette
Carroll ("Don't Bother Me, I Can't Cope'')

and Brock Peters ("'Five on the Black Hand
Side'). - In addition to playing with var-_

ious bands, McKinley preformed as house
percussionist for the New York-based Negro

Ensemble Company and Dance Theater of Har-

lem. . .

New York offered McKinley a totally
different life from the one he knew in
Champaign. Having a chance to meet and

 talk with performers like Redd Foxx and
Sammy Davis Jr., he learned of motivation
the "pros'" have for their profession and
their great love for. it.

Back in Champaign after a challeng-
ing and rewarding four years on the road,
McKinley is presently the Program Direc-
tor of the Cham-Bana jazz and rock band.

On December 6-8, 1974 the Cultural
Center presented in Lincoln Hall Theater
a musical play entitled "B.J." written,
directed, produced, and scored by Maurice
McKinley.

"B.J." is the story of a Black 18
year-old college freshman who has the re-

sponsibility of almost single-handedly
transforming basketball program into
national prominence. The setting is a
small city college whose athletic pro-
gram is supported primarily by the suc-
-cess of ‘its adventurous basketball pro-
gram. B.J. Cross not only encompasses
the trials and tribulations of college
life but also focuses on personalities
witnessed daily on many campuses.

At one time McKinley played minor
league baseball and had- hopes of going
on-to the major league. He feels that
Black altheletes are exceptionally dis-
tinct and have an aura of excitement which

“he attempted to portray inm "B.J.'.

McKinley advises students to be them-
selves but first to find out what it is

_they want to.be. 'Young musicians should

concern themselves with basics and not
get hung up with visual aspects of the
arts!" he adds. :

"Jazz is more challenging and re-
warding to the musician' he feels A
musician is more able to put himself into
jazz because it leaves room for one to do
his own thing, according to McKinley.

Since the days when Maurice McKinley
gleamed at the sight and sounds of the
Big Bands, he has experienced adventure,
happiness, success, failure, good, bad
and just the plain old facts of life out
there in_the world. However, all that
he has experienced hasn't given him the
big head preventing him from coming back
to Champaign where he started, share his
experiences with some Black youth who
may one day follow the same path.!




Who Are The Black Greeks?

by Peggy J. Hines

Back in 1968 when ““Right On, Black Power,
Soul Brother and Sister’” were the famous last
words, the University ““letin” its largest number
of Black students whose backgrounds consisted
of a totally black environment, they now had to
deal with a totally white-oriented school. How
could they possibly survive coming into such a
completely different environment? Black stu-

dents had to find something they could identify

with. The possible answer then was joining a
fraternity or sorority. The Black Greeks became
the “in"" thing to be during those “black years.”
Now it's a new day and everybody has ceased
being aware and trying to reach their peak of
awareness. Apparently everyone has gotten
there, and the thing to be now is ‘fly’ and to get it
for yourself. Me, myself, and me only. Along with
the change in thoughts and ideas, the purpose of
Black greekdom has changed as well.

The University of lllinois has the largest
greek system in the country. With a record like
that, it is only evident that the major Black
fraternal organizations should be represented
here. _

All eight of the major Black fraternal
organizations are represented on campus. The
sororities are Alpha Kappa Alpha, Delta Sigma
Theta, Sigma Gamma Rho, and Zeta Phi Beta.
The fraternities are Alpha Phi Alpha, Kappa
Alpha Psi, Phi Beta Sigma, and Omega Psi Phi.
The name Black Greek comes from the greek
~ symbols that symbolize the names of the organi-
- zations.

The first Black. fraternity was Alpha Phi
Alpha, founded in 1966. Alpha Kappa Alpha was
the first Black sorority founded in 1908.

Each of the eight organizations have chap-
ters in every state of the United States and
foreign countries. Some of the most distin-
guished Black people are members of greek
organizations: Martin Luther King, Julian Bond,
Thurgood Marshall, Jesse Jackson, Coretta
King, Gwendolyn Cherry, Roberta Flack, Dionne
Warwick, Ruby Dee, James Weldon Johnson,
Arthur Ashe, Shirly Chisholm, and Langston
Hughes just to name a few.

Within recent years, the whole concept of
Black greekdom has been made to seem the
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opposite of what it’s really about. Many people
question, what are the greeks doing besides
partying? The Daily lllini consistently contif™es
to call all the Black Greek Letter Organizations
“social” when in actuality their purpose is to
“service”’| The first warnings the Black adminis-
tration utters to Black freshmen are “Do not
pledge any sororities or fraternities this first
year!lll” It's common knowledge that people
flunk out when they pledge. Or is it??? Everyone
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has all the facts and stories on those Black
greeks who punched out because they had
“neophytitis’ and forgot the books. hawever, no
one seems to know about those groups of “bid-
whist” players who flunked out because they
spent endless hours at the good-ole card table.
Or about those who punched out because they
just couldn’t tear themselves away from the
IMPE building to study for that “Chem’’ exam. Or
about those who flunked out because they
couldn’t separate the weekend from the week-
days for getting “high”, and for partying, and
"~ more partying. To say the least for those who just
couldn’t deal with the “system’’ period. But any
and everyone can say something negative about
the greeks. Everyone's an authority on the
subject, whether he or she is greek or not.

The general feeling of some nongreeks is
that “it's all a bunch of little cliques, and we as
Black people need to come together.” So...
let's abolish all the sororities and fraternities on
this campus so all the Black students can come
together as one!ll While we're at it, let us not
forget to get rid of those ‘uppity niggers’ who
can’t speak to his or her fellow Black brother and
sister. They're stopping us from coming together
too! And we must keep out all those bourgeosie
Blacks who are trying so hard to be white, cause
it's right. Why, they're really stopping our great
emergence. Needlessto say, we can’tkeep those
Black administrators around because they're
keeping us from partying hardy with each other,
by wanting us to glue ourselves to our desk
chairs and pin our eyeballs toour books . . . Now
that we’ve getten rid of all those Blacks who are
keeping us from coming together as one, we can
come together now! Okay, all together now,
everybody come together?!*%# What are you
waiting for, come on!

Let's get back to reality! With all our Black
organizations and manpower, we as a people
could come together as one. However, we are
lacking in our purposes for being here, greeks
- and non-greeks alike. It may be true that many
distinguished Blacks are members of sororities
and fraternities, but how many continue to
support their organizations morally as well as
financially after they've “succeeded”. It's that
same old success story. Some have gone so far
as to denounce that they are members of greek
organizations and have willfully inactivated
themselves permanently. Just recently, one
renown Chicago comentator did his thing on the
Black greeks over a Black Chicago radio station.
He did a two-part series on the Black greeks at
another campus. He spoke on their academic
achievement as compared, get this, to the White

fraternity and sorority members. He elaborated
and stressed how “‘dumb’’ these Black students
were and insinuated the reason being that they
were members of such organizations which may
spend too much time doing other things rather
than being about the business of getting an
education. All this surveying was fine, however,
at the end of his talk he said he was a member of
a fraternity when he was in College. Being a
member is suppose to be a lifetime thing, not a
college fling! If you were to ask these use-to-be
members why they've had such a change of
heart for something that is supposed to be a part
of them until the day they die. They may say, it
ain’t what it use to bel”

~ True, fraternal organizations ain’t what they
use to be, but what's to be done about this
situation?? Talk, criticism??? The main purpose,
of the Black greek letter organizations is. to
promote high scholastic achievement among
fellow brothers and sisters. The organization
should be able to help, not only its members, but
any Black student seeking academic help,
especially at an institution like this one. It should
serve as a beacon of light on a hill, as a get over,
the rough way made smooth, and various other

- ways of ‘getting over’ at the White University.

That's what its all about! The drop-out rate of
Blacks shouldn’t increase but decrease because
we have these Black fraternal organizations on
this campus, which over the years should have
kept files for classes in every field. Hey, that’s the
way those other people have gotten over!!!l Each
year the whole academic scene is being pushed
further and further into the background. A
fraternity and sorority is suppose to serve as a
family by helping one another over the hump.
Unfortunately, things ain’t-been-that-way. Ever-
ybody wants to be the showboat and nobody
wants to be the rowers, as aresultthere is a ship
of captains and no crewmen.

It's bad when everyone including Black
greek members, are quick to criticize the Black
greek system. But nobody is as eager to help
make them what they should be, or what they
once were, especially the Black greeks. The
internal problems within the Black greek system
are many, as in any organization. | suppose
before Black greeks can gain respect from
outsiders, they must first learn to respect each
other. However, not all the problems created
within the greek system are caused by active
members and the Black administration isn’t
doing very much to help. The biggest thing at the
Southern black schools are the Black greek
organizations. Over 95% of the Black administra-
tors there are in some Black greek organization
and are not ashamed to work with them and
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come totheir aid. Get this, did you know that 90%
of the Black administrators here are members of
Black greek organizations?!

Why can’t we build our organizations
memberships to higher numbers and build even
higher, our purposes for being in existence!
Action speaks just a little louder than words!!
Being a Black member of a greek organization is
suppose to be a high honor and prestigious. I*is
something to be proud of because of its history
and purpose. Yet every freshman is warned of
the greatest taboo of college life———
pledging!!! We are defeated before we can
accomplish. As a result Freshmen want "to
belong” somewhere and because they can't
belong to a fraternity or sorority, they start their
own ‘thing’l It starts out as just a simple little
club, before long the initiates must pledge for a
couple of weeks, and before you know it, it may
become an exact replica of pledging a sorority or
fraternity. All just to belong . . . Of course their
clubs won't have the greek labels (some that is)
and their purposes won't be to promote academ-
icsuccess, but it would be alright because it’s not
a greek organization. In a couple of years the
Black administration will then be warning the
Freshmen to stay away from “those little
Freshmen clubs”!!l It is only understandable
that everyone wants to belong somewhere,
whether he is the greek type or not. Fraternities
and sororities are not for everyone, but then
college isn’t either.

With the ratio of Blacks to Whites here, it is
normal for a Black student to seek out his own
kind. If hedidn't find where he belongs, he would
definitely be taken into a sea of white-ness. Why
not regress back to the attitudes we had when
we first became so Black and Beautiful ... To
succeed and then succeed some more anyway
possible. Why can’t the greek system be the
avenues to our succeeding at this institution.
Then greekdom, Black greekdom that is,
wouldn’t have to be a warning to Freshmen, but
an asset. The Black administrators could cease
from preparing a long persuasive speech on,
“why not to join a Black greek letter organiza-
tion”. Then greeks could stop competing against
each other and get their stuff together in all
respects. )

When someone asks, who are the Black
greeks? — anyone, greek or nongreek could
proudly answer, “Those young Black men and
women who are laying the foundation for the
construction of a better Black educated people!”
After all that's what it's all about!!!
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