Melissa Pognon - Study Abstract

The purpose of this exploratory study was to simultaneously investigate the perceptions and sentiments of African-Americans regarding their interactions with university representatives on issues of education and employment, and to explore the views of university representatives regarding their engagement with African-American residents in efforts to address concerns of education and employment. Eighteen participants, including community or university representatives, have been interviewed to gain a better understanding of community-university partnerships. Thematic analysis was used to identify salient categories and themes in the interviews. The findings in the study will contribute to addressing issues related to town and gown and to the advancement of theory and practice regarding community and university collaborations. 

