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Research Topic Statement: To discover whether there is a link between alternative schools and increased criminalization of youth in the Champaign-Urbana area.

Abstract

Kiwane Carrington, an unarmed, 15 year old, African-American male shot and killed by police, was not only a victim of an “accidental” murder he was also a victim of criminalization by the school he attended and the location he lived in.  Kiwane attended the R.E.A.D.Y. program which is an alternative school.  Many students like Kiwane are quickly labeled and targeted by state and local law enforcement due to the fact that they reside in the low income communities and attend alternative schools.  Examining the constructs that have created these systemic forms of oppression that have been institutionalized into the school system will better equip activists with the knowledge to make a change.  I will look at all the possible constructs that cause students that attend alternative schools to be criminalized.  In addition, I plan to explore the panopticon structure that is present in alternative schools along with the connection between literacy and freedom for students that attend alternative schools in hopes to draw a connection between Kiwane’s death and the criminalization of students that attend alternative schools.  
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Introduction 

Across the United States, Black youth are being sent to alternative educational spaces due to over policing and lack of educational support.  Alternative schools serve the purpose of creating an environment that not only educates the students but that address their behavior issues as well.  They differ from the student’s home-school because they are creating a more intimate setting to address the needs of the students individually.  Over the years a large percentage of students enrolled in the alternative school programs in the Champaign Urbana area have been students of color, especially African American males.

The African American’s within the CU community have been overly policed.  The black community is under constant surveillance in a manner that is similar to the device used called the panopticon, which has been used by jails to surveil the inmates.  The North-End community is like a panopticon because the individuals that live in the area are trapped due to their economic situations and the police officers are like the guards that surveil the inmates.  It is important to analyze why this is occurring and the effects it is having upon the adolescents in the community.  Students that experience being policed in their communities as well school environments can be dealing with a lot of damaging psychological affects (Dokparker).  Researching Kiwane’s school environment can shed light on the institutionalized structures that result in the criminalization of the youth.

It is important for the Unit 4 School District to be aware of the systemic structures that are institutionalized into the school system, especially alternative schools, that have caused students to be marginalized.  It is important for the school staff, faculty, administration, students, and parents to be aware of the stereotypes that these students are subjected to, and how that has affected them academically, socially, and mentally.  If the people are unaware of what the problem is, they will also be unaware of how to solve; thus, it is imperative for the educational leadership to be aware of how these students, like Kiwane, are criminalized due to the image and structure of the alternative school system and how that is projected to the community, the media as well as the police.

My mother is a principal for a therapeutic alternative school so this topic is something I have been made aware of for many years.  In addition, my younger brother has an Individual Educational Program (IEP) which can potentially cause him to attend an alternative school if the teachers are not able to work with him and his learning disability.  It concerns me whether or not he will be criminalized or marginalized by the school system and the image that it projects to the community and its members.

Background & Statement of the Problem

Kiwane was a 15 year old black boy who attended Central High School as well as the R.E.A.D.Y. program.  Kiwane’s mother passed away a year prior to his death due to pancreatic cancer.  After his mother’s death, Kiwane stayed with his aunt and sister.  His friends said that he had a great smile, laugh, and jokes.  On the day Kiwane Carrington was shot and killed, school at the R.E.A.D.Y. program was cancelled due to teacher instruction day.  He had eaten breakfast at his aunt’s house that morning.  Once he arrived home in the afternoon, the house was locked, and he had forgotten his key.  It was raining outside, and the two boys, Kiwane and Jeshaun, were looking for shelter.  A neighbor saw the two boys trying to gain access into the house and called the police to report a potential robbery.  Once the police arrived the two boys were confronted, asked to surrender, and a shot was fired resulting in Kiwane’s death.  In light of these events, I would like to research how his attendance in the R.E.A.D.Y. program, an alternative school, led to him being criminalized.  I would also like to address how students that attend alternative schools in the community are systemically criminalized.

Purpose of the Study

This research is critical information for the black community.  Considering that children/students are the future leaders of society it is crucial that these constructs of marginalization be examined and combatted.  Students that attend alternative schools need to be aware of the stigmas attached to the labels they are given and how they are criminalized as a result.  In addition, parents and community members need to be educated on how the children in the community are being categorized by the schools they attend.  Once the individuals are educated, they have the power to make a change in their community.

Aims of the Study/Significance of the Study

Helping the community to become more aware of the wide range of effects that alternative schools have on the students is important.  These students are stereotyped, labeled, marginalized, criminalized, and ostracized which is not good for them in any form.  Kiwane was a victim of this oppression which as a result cost him his life.  It is important to me as a researcher to help dispel some of this misinformation about the students that attend these schools and also help the students receive the necessary support that they truly need to be successful. 

My objective is to articulate how Kiwane’s enrollment into the alternative school R.E.A.D.Y influenced his death.  I aim to discuss the various issues with alternative schooling which entail the quality of the program, effectiveness of the program, the way students are treated, and the correlation between alternative schooling and the juvenile justice system.

Research Questions 

I interviewed a social worker from Central High School and a student that was expelled from Central High School.  I asked the participants about their typical day at work or school.  I discusses with the participants the way that behavior issues are addressed.  In regards to the R.E.A.D.Y. program, I asked the participants how they felt about the effectiveness of the program, possible strengthens and weaknesses, and the community’s perception.  Furthermore, I received some feedback from the participants about the school-to-prison pipeline and how students that attend alternative schools are criminalized.  Lastly, the participants were given the opportunity to share any additional information at the end of the interview.  See appendices for additional questions.  

Theory 

Literature Review

In chapter 3 of his work Discipline and Punish (1975), French philosopher, sociologist, and historian Michel Foucault discusses the ways in which society acts as a panopticon structure that citizens are not aware of (p.2-3).  This panopticon has been defined as, “the sentiment of an invisible omniscience (Foucault, 1975, p. 2).” It is defined as a type of prison building designed to allow an observer to observe all prisoners without the incarcerated being able to tell whether they are being watched.  I argue that the school systems, both public and alternative in the CU area, are a panopticon for students of color.  The school resource officers that are stationed in the public schools are constantly observing the students and handling judicial issues.  Once students are labeled as being rebellious, or identified to have any tendencies for mischief, the school resource officers tend to pay closer attention to them.  These school resource officers are official police officers as well so their job goes outside of the school, so these students are being observed in their communities as well.  As a result, the “bad students” are under constant surveillance both at school and in their communities.  The North-End community and the high schools are the actual structure, the students that attend an alternative school or that are suspended/expelled from the pubic high school are the prisoners, and the police are the observers.  According to Edward Borges the director of communications at NYS Office of Child and Family Services, “what use to be a trip to the principals office now becomes a visit to the local police precinct,” (Nycluclips).  A trip to the principal’s office, which use to consist of a firm talking to and maybe an after-school detention or two, has now evolved into a trip to the juvenile justice center.  This over-policing is causing students to be labelled, marginalized, categorized, stereotyped and ultimately criminalized.  

African-centered theorist, Norman Harris (2002) discusses the importance of literacy and its connection to freedom in his chapter entitled, “A philosophical basis for an Afrocentric orientation in Ama Mazama’s Afrocentric Paradigm,” (p. 12-13).  Students’ literacy is being hindered due to the lack of academic rigor in the alternative schools.  Once students are stripped of their education they are crippled.  Education is very valuable; it is something that can never be taken from someone once they have been given it.  A lack of education puts student’s future in serious jeopardy.  

Theoretical Model

Since the schools are not meeting the needs of the students, many Black students become engaged in oppositional-defiant behaviors, which ultimately increase the chances of them coming in contact with the School Resource Officer.  My research will be an analysis of what these constructs are, how they are developed, the issues with alternative schooling, how they affect the students, the manner in which students are treated in these schools, and most importantly how it played into the death of Kiwane Carrington. 

A theory that is applicable to my research is critical theory.  Critical theory is oriented toward critiquing and changing society as a whole.  Through my research, I critiqued the systemic structures that continuously perpetuate the school-to-prison pipeline.  In addition, conflict theory, which is a subgroup of critical theory, is also applicable.  Conflict theory emphasizes the social, political, or material inequality of a social group.  Conflict theory is the basis of my thesis, I am arguing that due to social, political, and material inequalities black students that attend alternative schools are criminalized.

Lastly, critical race theory is the idea of an inescapable and inherent racism in the American legal system, along with racial discrimination/ subordination in the practice of law.  Following the Reagan Administration, United States schools have adapted a zero-tolerance policy which is supposed to promote drug abuse and violence prevention in schools.  However, it has frequently resulted in egregiously unfair punishment against students because the policy punishes any infraction of a rule, regardless of accidental mistakes, ignorance, or extenuating circumstances.

Definition of Terms

School-to-Prison pipeline:  The seepage of the punitive and overzealous tools and approaches 

of the modern criminal justice system into the school system,  serving to remove children from mainstream educational environments and funnel them onto a one-way path toward prison.

Criminalization: To impose a criminal penalty on or for; outlaw; to treat as a criminal.

Methodology 

Restatement of Purpose and Hypotheses

The purpose of my research is to prompt awareness for the black community about how students are criminalized through the education system.  This information is important for the black community.  Moreover, student that attend alternative schools need to understand how they are being criminalized.  It is important for parents and community members to be alert on this issue and the affect it has on the children in the community.  Knowledge is power; students need to be aware in order to make a change in their community.  My hypothesis is that black students that attend alternative schools, especially males, are being criminalized and pushed into the school to prison pipeline.  Furthermore, in relation to this specific case study, Kiwane Carrington was criminalized because of his circumstances which resulted in his death.
Methodological Model

In my research I plan to use the causal-comparative approach because it fits my study the best. This will allow me to investigate a variety of variables that can not be manipulated. These variables are the schools, legal system, family status, and community.  I am exploring how high schools students that attend alternative schools are oppressed which in most cases are non-negotiable variables.  I also plan to use the interpretive approach to analyze my research findings and textual sources.  This will allow me to deduce some of the causes and affects of the oppression that these students feel at school. I have incorporated recorded transcripts such as the R.E.A.D.Y. handbook, mission statement, and curriculum into my research. Lastly, I have interviewed two individuals as a primary source.  One individual worked at Central High school and the other individual was expelled from Central High school and attended an alternative school.  These approaches will provide me with the means to investigate my topic sufficiently.

Population/Sample/Participants

The population that I am conducting my research on is high school students and high school educators that attend and/or work at an alternative school.  The sample that I interviewed from this population was from Central High School.  There were two participants, a student that was expelled from Central High School who attended an alternative school and a social worker from Central High School.  

Methods of Data Collection and Analysis

I plan to collect my primary data through recorded interviews.  I will transcribe the information to qualitatively analyze my data.  I plan to use the library catalog and search engines to find my scholarly journals and books on my topic as well.  I plan to conduct a literature review on articles on the school to prison pipeline.

Validity and Reliability

Both of my participants are very familiar with the Champaign Urbana school district.  The student participant is a former student from Central High School.  The participant is an African American male and resides in the North-End community.  He was expelled after his first fight with students that were said to be associated with a local gang.  My second participant is a social worker for Central High School.  The participant is an African American female that also resides in the Champaign Urbana community.  She has three children, two girls and one boy, that all attend schools in the CU school district.  She has worked with multiple students that have behavioral issues and addressed several familial circumstances that have created those issues.

During my research it was difficult scheduling interviews with my participants.  The social worker deals with a lot of crisis type of issues so she is constantly on call so we had to reschedule a couple of our interviews.  I had to wait for IRB approval in order to interview the student.  However, I received parental consent from his parents and later discovered that he was 18 years old so he is considered an adult.  Nonetheless, I was able to interview both of my participants.  

Scope, Limitations and Assumptions

One limitation is the scope of my sample. I am only researching two individuals which is not a proportional representation of the entire population which could potentially cause my result to be bias.  

Ethics and Human Subject Research

An ethical issue that arose was maintaining confidentiality of my interview participants. I did not want my participants to feel exploited through my presentation of the information that they have provided me with.  In addition, I do not want my participants that I am interviewing to feel marginalized by the questions that I pose. I would like for them to discuss freely with me about how they feel about the school to prison pipeline as well as the Kiwane Carrington case.  

In chapter 5 of Madison’s article, Methods and Ethics, it discusses the moral and ethical principles which apply to my methods of research.  It states that, “human beings are used as raw material that must be acquired or collected to successfully get the job done,” (p.125).  This concept is known as the “custodian’s rip-off” which is basically where the researcher is only interested in collected the data with little concern about how their research affects the participant.  I have no intention of just utilizing the information I collect from my interviews just to complete my research.  I plan to use this research to give back to the community that I am apart of.   

Findings 

The R.E.A.D.Y. Program

R.E.A.D.Y. stands for Regional Educational Alternative for Developing Youth.  An alternative school is an educational establishment with a curriculum and methods that are nontraditional.  The mission of the R.E.A.D.Y. program is a holistic approach to education that has an integrated curriculum that includes partnerships with families, home schools, social services, agencies, and educational communities to help students find pathways to academic, occupational, and personal success (R.E.A.D.Y.).  The curriculum offers more vocational education courses versus college prep courses.  The program offers math up to Alegbra II and only offers earth science and biology (R.E.A.D.Y.).  They provide a vast array of life-skill courses such as computer applications, food, consumer education, resource study skills, and job readiness classes (R.E.A.D.Y.).  These courses equip the students with knowledge that will help them survive in society.  Since these students are less likely to attend college, the R.E.A.D.Y. program sees that it is important for the students to have various skills and trades to make a living and/or contribute to society.  The life-skill courses aim to help the student more beyond their circumstances and make a better life for themselves.  It is located on the 3rd floor of the Illinois terminal.  A student has the options to attend the R.E.A.D.Y. program when they are suspended or expelled from school.  It is the school administration that makes the final decision of whether or not as student is sent to the R.E.A.D.Y. program according to the social worker at Central High School.  The R.E.A.D.Y. program has several behavioral specialist and social workers to help the students when they have legal troubles, problems outside of school, and behavioral issues (R.E.A.D.Y.).

Interview Feedback (Italics is interviewees responses)

Social Worker (Full Interview Transcriptions)
1. What is your typical day like?
a. I don’t have a typical day! I often counsel students individually and I work with students in crisis daily. I am also responsible for responding to school crises…like fights, medical emergencies. Yesterday, I talked to a grandmother about her child being bullied, responded to a student who had overdosed on alcohol during lunch, made a DCFS call for an alleged physical abuse and talked to a crying girl over her break up with her boyfriend. I also corrected a paper for a student and took a student to get his eyes checked for glasses. My day changes every day.
2. Why did you decide to work at Central as a social worker?
a. Central was where a fulltime job was but it also was a good fit for me. I enjoy working with a diverse group of students and that’s what I get here.
3. Who is involved in making the decisions when a student from Central is sent to R.E.A.D.Y. or an alternative school?
a. It is a team decision. The administrators at Central have the final decision though. Prior to that the counselors, teachers, social workers, attendance specialist and others work on interventions. Over time, if they are not productive then the administration makes the decision to try a different placement.
4. How do you feel R.E.A.D.Y. alternative school?
a. READY is a good option for many students but there are no “one size fits all” alternative school. I like their security, point system, many social workers and behavior interventionists on staff and their smaller classrooms. I think some students need that extra help.
5. What are the strengths and weaknesses of R.E.A.D.Y. that you have observed throughout your profession and as a community member?
a. As I stated before were the strengths.  But the weaknesses would be that they do not have room for all of the students who need to be there. They have a limit and so sometimes my students have nowhere to go.
6. How do you feel the community (media, schools, neighborhoods, organizations, agencies, etc) treats/view students that attend alternative schools?
1. The community has a misperception that these are “bad apples.” They are often scared of them or have given up on them. I think the media plays a role in that.
b. How do you view/ treat them?
1. I don’t have those same feelings. Kids are kids and sometimes we have to do different things for different kids. When we send a kid to alternative school, I feel like we failed that kid. The system failed the kid. We didn’t do enough in the public school whether its resources or programming or money or staff or just too many kids  to help this one kid.
7. Do you feel that students in the CU area that are required to attend alternative schools, like R.E.A.D.Y., causes them to be criminalized by the CU police department? Why?
a. I think the police may sometimes have the same views as the community. Police see a different side to these kids though. Sometimes they get the anger and resistance and they have not built relationships with them. I think our community is small enough that the police know many of the kids for their actual behaviors not judging them on the school. There are some who do though.
8. Can you discuss your knowledge of the school-to-prison pipeline?
a. How do you think that applies to the Champaign-Urbana schools?
1. Schools, for numerous reasons, often push out, kick out or students drop on their own out of school. Research and statistics show that they often don’t graduate which is a cyclical effect often to criminal behaviors, low unemployment rates, etc. This causes many to enter the criminal justice system. It doesn’t help that schools often arrest students for behaviors in school that might have been handled differently in the past.
b. In your opinion, both professional and/or personal, are student that attend the R.E.A.D.Y. program on the “school-to-prison” pipeline?
1. Umm it would be interesting to look at the rates of students at READY compared to my students who enter the criminal justice system through school. I would guess that many of the READY students were already involved and that Central probably has more first time offenders. READY is able to support their students more and be more involved so it is difficult to tell. This is not a simple question to answer. There are many factors involved.
9. Is there any last things you would like to add?
a. No
Well thank you very much!

Student (Full Interview Transcriptions)
1. So we are going to start of with just some demographic information.  So if you could tell me your name, your grade, your age, and your home school.

a. Cool, Uhh Dwayne Tyler Bishop, 18, what’s my home school? Central, and what grade? Yes Senior 

2. So uhmm, okay so the question is why did you end up attending R.E.A.D.Y. alternative school?
a. I did end up attending R.E.A.D.Y. of you didn’t? 

3. Um okay well tell me what you typically day was like at Central?
i. Ahh, a typical day a central it was not ahh, I didn’t skip any days at Central, but when I went to Central it wasn’t really a school to me. It was like the kids run the school.  So it was what ever was going on wit the students was is what was going to happen.  What I was thinking about before I went to school.  It was really all about the kids up in the school.

b. So what were like some of the things that the kids we doing in school? 
i. Everybody ahh… I mean ahh it was the gangs, gangs… up in there. 

4. So what classes were you taking

i. I only went there for like two years and then I got expelled.  But the class I was just taking any normal class that ahh, yea I don’t know.

b. Okay so the normal curriculum? 

i. Yea 

5. Okay, umm what do you think are some of the strengthens and weakness of Central, in ways you felt support and ways you felt unsupported as a student?

i. Um… that’s a difficult question.  Like how would they support me? What do you mean by that?

b. Um just like if you ever felt like the school could have done more to help you academically or just to deal with the um just deal with the school like controlling the students in school.

i. I think they could have just started to expel people.  I mean they just expelled me over one fight.  When that was over built up stuff and stuff and stuff happening everyday.  And they were acting like they did know what was going on because I had a lot of incidence with like the NEGs and Outlaws and stuff.  And then teachers were acting like this is ahh was still under investigation or something. Me and my mom and everything, everything was like in a meeting and stuff.  And I don’t understand what they mean by under investigation. It’s clear who is in NEG and it’s clear who in Outlaw and they both through it up scream it when they fighting and stuff.  So it was that’s just stupid to me
c. Um once that incident happened did you feel like your teachers treated you differently? Or the administrators at Central versus when you first entered Central?

i. I fell I felt like they were ahh... I felt like I always did something to get into it first.  They didn’t really give me the benefit of the doubt

d. Umm how do you feel like the media perceive students that go to Central as well as the community and local agencies?

i. I mean ahh, ahh, Central basically ahh, the word is that Central is just like the hood school the whole hood high school for Champaign.  Because its not, Centennial’s not worse. And urbana’s not worse.  I mean they do, everybody does their own crazy stuff but Central is the one that is pretty much fighting everyday.  

e. Okay, do you think it is moreso the student, faculty, or such the structure of the school that is causing Central to get this image

i. It’s the students that make Central look like that

f. Um did you know Kiwane Carrington?

i. Umh um (No)

g. What is your opinion about the whole case?  Do you have an opinion?

i. Umm yea umm, I would have to know exactly the whole detailed story, but what I got out of it, can you explain the story to me again?

h. So basically umm it is a lot of controversy surrounding the case but it was said that he and his friend were breaking into his house. He was living with his aunt because his mother had passed away.  He had left his keys in the house so he was trying to get back in and the officer thought he was resisting arrest.  So he ended up getting shot and the officer said it was an accident.  The guys did not have anything on them

i. My opinion is that I if Kiwane did not have a gun then why was his gun pulled out.  I don’t believe it was an accident.  

i. So Central has this label of being the hood school, do you feel that students that attend Central a being criminialized?

i. Yes because police will just pull you over for anything.  Now if you walk on the wrong side of the street they can ticket you.  Really I mean they just using that excuse to get people and everything.  Because they really can’t pull you over for anything but they do I mean but…I don’t know they just be harassing people.

j. Do you feel like your being harassed by the police? 

i. Yea I think everybody does

k. Is there anything you would like to add about your experiences?

i. No

Well thank you very much!

Discussion 

Criminalization of students


There are multiple factors that contribute to the development of the black youth being criminalized.  The school system, juvenile justice system, and media are three structures that are not conducive to helping black male youth become successful contributors to society.  According to Dr. Sundiata Cha-Jua, an associate professor in the history department at the University of Illinois, in 1986 during Ronald Reagan’s presidency there were 16,600 blacks and 22,200 whites in prison.  Ten years later, after he instituted he’s zero-tolerance policy there were over 134,000 blacks’ incarcerated and over 86,000 whites.  One contributing factor that lead to this was the fact Reagan placed harsher penalties on offenders that were charged by comparison to powder cocaine.  Reagan’s laws disproportionately targeted black neighborhoods; this is evident because at the time both 13% of blacks and 13% of whites were drug abusers.  As a result of higher incarnation rates the number of federal prisons grew by 58%.  State fund on prisons sorrowed form 17 billion to 29 billion.  The school system’s have adopted this same zero-tolerance policy which is only kicking students out of school; it does not address what is causing their behavioral issues.  32% of youth in that are incarcerated have been identified as having special learning needs (Nycluclips).  The input that the school puts into the students equals the output the students give back to the school.  The fewer resources and attention given to the students by the school will result in poor educational achievement and poor behavior (NAACP, 2006, p. 4).  Majority of the time students are defiant at school because they have learning disabilities and teachers are not educating them properly and/or their familial circumstances are triggering bad behavior.  Causing students to skip classes, get into fights, miss assignments, and act out in school, etc because they are struggling with other issues making school difficult to handle, behaviorally.  In some states, the number of suspensions exceeded the number students enrolled in the school in those states by 10% (Nycluclips).  Suspensions and expulsions for behavior issues cause students to miss school and fall behind which impacts their behavior in school as well (NAACP, 2006, p. 5).  When students are kicked out of school they are more likely repeat the same grade, drop out, commit a crime, and/or enter into the juvenile justice system.  In addition, the school safety/resource officers are constantly watching the students, which cause them to develop a judgmental eye in regards to handle judicial issues in school and in the community.  As Norman Harris (2003) discusses in his article, literary grants students liberation, with out it they are in bondage (p.12).  In this case students are being held captive on the school-to-prison pipeline is fatal due to the lack of education they are received.  As the social worker from Central discussed in our interview, the school fails the student when they suspend or expel them, going the extra to meet the students where they are or meet their needs is very important but seems to be over-looked.

Each year approximately 250,000 youth are prosecuted in the adult criminal justice system (Nycluclips).  According to Juvenile Justice Project Director, Charisa A. Smith, “certain neighborhoods are policed more than others and certain schools have safety officers that criminalized behavior that did not use to be criminalized years before,” (Nycluclips).  This over policing is one of the factors that cause students to be criminialized.  Another structure is the government.  The government allocates how much money is given to schools for funding (NAACP, 2006, p. 4). Studies show that the government spends more money on correctional facilities than the public schools system.  When the youth enter into these detention centers and jails they are taken 100 of miles away from there family into a system that has no long term interest in loving, supporting, and helping them get to the next stages.  Then they are basically being sent back to their communities worse off then they were before.  According to the founder and executive director of Community Connections for Youth Ruben Austria, “these kids are being pushed deeper into the system and in wealthy communities where the kids are not demonized and stigmatized the default is to see how they could be diverted and put into something positive” which is not the class for black youth in low-income communities (Nycluclips).  In New York States juvenile detention facilities, black and latino youth make up 86% of the inmates (Nycluclips). Incarcerating youth in correctional facilities is not an effective approach to reducing youth crime and recidivism.  

Another systemic form of oppression that caused students to be criminalized is the media.  The method in which the news frames their stories about black youth in the community affects the way that they are perceived by other members in the community, educators, and police officers.  In my interview with the student from Central I asked him how he feels the media perceives students, he stated, “Central basically ahh, the word is that Central is just like the hood school the whole hood high school for Champaign….”  He feels that Central is viewed as the bad high school through the way the media documents the fights that occur at the school and how those stories are told to the community.  I can personally relate, Central from my experience is a very good high school and the teachers show a definitely investment in their students.  However, that is not how the community perceives Central.  When I attended Central, there was a fight that occurred in the hallway after one of the basketball games between a group of guys from the opposing school, Danville High School, and a group of guys from Centennial High school.  The police were involved in dispelling the incident to ensure that everyone was safe.  The next day when the news reported on the incident they framed the story in away that put Central in a bad light as well as the students when the individuals that were actually fighting did not attend Central.  So situation like the one I experienced as well as others that the student I interviewed from Central encountered causes Central High school to be labeled and the students being stigmatized and criminalized due to the media.  

Predispositions to Misguided Behaviors 

Students come from several backgrounds; however there seem to be a similar pattern when it comes to students that have behavioral issues at school.  These students usually come from single parent households or are being raised by a relative.  In this case, one or both parents are usually incapable to raise student due to addictions, custody issues, incarcerations, divorce, separation, or death (NAACP, 2006, p. 8).  These environments and circumstances can be very stressful on students leaving them with a lot of personal baggage which affects their behavior at school.  Another construct that students commonly deal with that is misunderstood is learning and behavior disabilities (NAACP, 2006, p. 7).  Students with these disabilities require a different method of educating.  Sometimes these students need medication to address these disabilities, however some families can not afford medication for the student or the student forgets to take the medication.  So with the lack of help the need causes their disability to hinder them tremendously and label them as bad students when in reality they just need additional help.  There are several familial, political, and environmental conditions that contribute to a student’s misguided behavior that is unique to every student’s circumstances.  

Effect of Criminalization of Students

Once students are expelled and/or suspended from school they typically attend alternative schools.  The students that attend alternative are label because of the predisposed stigma that alternative schools have as being the school for bad kids.  The R.E.A.D.Y. program, along many other alternative schools, do help students with their academics and behavior however the students have several odds against their success in programs like R.E.A.D.Y.  As a community member, student that attend R.E.A.D.Y. are viewed as bad kids because in most cases they are no longer allowed to attend public schools and they are also looked at as non-college bound students.  Thus, if the school is not preparing the student for college than what is the student being prepared for?  This scenario is the start of how students are put on the school to prison pipeline.  In today’s society one must attend college in order to get a job that will provide them with standard living wages.  So student that do not attend college are more likely to get involved in criminal activities or be viewed as criminals by the police causing them to be criminalized.  If you are constantly treated like a criminal you start to think that you are a criminal.  

Kiwane Carrington was a student who had recently lost his mother causing him to be under state supervision.  Dealing with the stress and emotional baggage of losing a parent is very tough which played out in his behavior.  Kiwane was sent to R.E.A.D.Y. causing him to be labeled and surveilled by the police.  Kiwane was on a downward path on the school to prison pipeline.  On the day he was murder, the office instantly viewed him as a criminal with out giving him the benefit of the doubt.  The only thing the office saw when approaching the scene was a black male youth that attended R.E.A.D.Y. and lived on the North-End so he must be committing a crime.  Unfortunately, this stigmatizing all resulted in Kiwane’s untimely death.  

Delimitation 

I was not able to interview students that attend Central High School or the R.E.A.D.Y. program due to lack of IRB approval.  The school district is very strict about parental consent to interviews and media coverage and being held liable for any issues.  So I had to interview individuals were these constructs were not an issue. 

Recommendations: Call to Action


The school disciplinary system, specifically the zero-tolerance policy, needs to be reevaluated because it is discriminating against particular groups of students.  The schools need to create a safe environment for the students that are conducive to their academic and social growth.  Resources such as personnel, funding, supplies, materials, and technology all play a major role in schools ability to serve the entire student body effectively.  
Conclusion 

Hypothesis Results

After extensive research and interviews, I conclude that black males in the Champaign Urbana area that have been expelled or suspended and/or attend an alternative school are given the stigma of a criminal as a result of their pathway on the school to prison pipeline.  

Research Summary/Relation to Community

Kiwane was a victim of this criminalization.  Since he attended an alternative school he was viewed as a bad student by the police.  The in-school resource officer is able to witness student’s behavior and correct it through the legal system without the school taking the time to provide alternative measures to remedy the situation.  The media continues to perpetuate this marginalization.  The black community is still stagnant due to the marginalization of residents.  Students from these communities are being pushed out of the schools and into the streets of the community right into the jail-cells or grave.  
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Appendix A- Interview Questions
1. What is your typical day like?

2. Why did you decide to work at Central as a social worker?

3. Who is involved in making the decisions when a student from Central is sent to R.E.A.D.Y. or an alternative school?

4. How do you feel R.E.A.D.Y. alternative school?

5. What are the strengthens and weaknesses of R.E.A.D.Y. that you have observed throughout your profession and as a community member?

6. How do you feel the community (media, schools, neighborhoods, organizations, agencies, etc) treats/view students that attend alternative schools?

a. How do you view/ treat them?

7.  Do you feel that students in the CU area that are required to attend alternative schools, like R.E.A.D.Y., causes them to be criminalized by the CU police department? 

a. Why?

8. Can you discuss your knowledge of the school-to-prison pipeline? 
a. How do you think that applies to the Champaign-Urbana schools?
b. In your opinion, both professional and/or personal, are student that attend the R.E.A.D.Y. program on the “school-to-prison” pipeline?
9. Is there anything you’d like to add or share?

Appendix B – Interview transcriptions

Full text transcriptions located in the findings section.  See pg. 11-15

Appendix C - Copy of Consent Letters
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