THE NEGRO IN ILLINOIS

. Students
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e e ¢ oln ilw early  oors Lig Yrustoes viere ooyolstod Dy -'Li;-%;

Loverrore It ls luoterssting io foow tiat Jonoravle Joln Je.Iyrd,
Q‘erm ivor: Ceiro, Illinois, served a tom: as Trusieo of tile
University fros 1078 to 1572 by appointrent of Covertor Jonn L.

Jeverid:ce s +

"The Tlegro at the Univereity of Illirolse

"Hi'story .

“‘I‘w ilrst nogro to enter the Universit;, was uOﬂﬂ‘Lu&ﬂ Ae
uog»&n o: waaﬁur, illinois. who entared 1n 1887, e a’i:temiedv

one year. Goox'w ﬁc x%ﬂ.ay oﬂ‘ ukmpaigp. Ilnnoia. a speolal

uﬂ.ng in arm tac‘mra in IJCés W;m the xirs-ﬁ and

’A"'_only‘ m m rawive 8 proxeamoml 'dan éee of ﬁaater oi’
Arcbiéactum. IS LT audeile Teasre .3 own now Lrse SAdian O
Nonsiield, wes the iirst wiwan ;radusie, fialshing in patioratics
in t!.ree voarg, 100Ge Awpos Fotisr Scrupgis was tie ;;f‘irsf‘c . Tade

uate in lew, in 100%e SDe [Irst nepro or 2loyee wes (e e e

Dalden, wio served pg venliior 9% tlo arill wll and Gunasius,



now Uyvmnesium Angexe The next was Albert H. Lse, who entersd
erployment a8 a messenger in the President's Ofifice in February,
1358, de is uow ocldefl clerk in that offices Since tiat tise

two have been erxployed as xall carriers for the Unliversity,

a Tireran, aow retired and e helpsr in the Torticulture deperizent.

¥ CURRICULA

“A11 Curricula are open lo legro students in ell colleges
and schicols without discrinination, both at Urbana and ChicapGe
Hogroes are registered in all of theme For e number of yeers the
College of Liberal Aris armd Sciences has attracfed tite greatest
nunber, beceuse it is e service college, preparing its studépts
for oiher Colleyes, suci as Education, Law, kiedicine, Dentistry,
Pharvacy, Librarye. It also contalns tie deparitment of Chemiétry;
recognized as one of the best in the country, and one that iLag
attracted a large nunber of Negro students.td both 1ts Lndera
preduate and its graduate courses. The Collsge of Zducation

hes been s pepular one and it would ssem that the teasciiing

ry

ield is fer from being overcrowded and thers are openings fowr
well trained ~oiro ifeaciers. In srite oi lack of proper vocate

jonal gnidance iln past years, Hegre studenbts have shown good




vdgwent as g wiole in entering into curricula which lead to
fields open to then alter pradustion and evoiding toose wuich

showed less opportunity for tiem.

"Graduation.

In the App endlx may ve found a statistical table siow-
ing the number of depreos covxerred on He;roes from 1900 to
1940. This study will show that 46 deyreecs were conferred veiween
1900 and 19203 between 1921 to 1834, 203 degrees, and Ifrowm 19535
to 1040, 86 derrees, s total of 335 degreces.

*In tie fifst twenky years the Ae Be depree lariely
predordinated, but since bthat time the e Se has come into its
cﬁn. Ihis can e explaired by the fact, that many Megro

ﬁtudents aiter taking the preliminary work in the College of

e

Liberal Aris end Science, itransier to Education. There has

besn a maried increase in tne muwber of ¢raduate deprees
conferred in tie yest ten yeers. lLore deyroes are studying
craduete cowses than in auy tire in the hisbory of ths
University. Furtler reference will bLe nade to this matter under
topic of lraduate worlks An interesting sbudy skhown in iws

croes enrolled

Appeidix is a2 table showing the maber of




and the per ceunt wiho praduated. Over a period of years ihe

per ceut of Ll0se eurolled who gredusted is 1&%.

UOorronceronts.

Neproes particirate in the Cormencensnt exercises in

- &

the same way any other student does, without discerivination

as to narching or seating. )

"Enployment of Students,

YNormally there are few opportuni;bies open for kegro
studeﬁts to work. Hegroes hmve seldom found employment in
Universi’cy offices; libraries, lsboratories, shops, aad
Physical Plent are not open except through Ne Yo Ae There
are n few jobs open in the University Business Distriet and
in homes in the commnunity. Fraternities and sororities,once
g Tertile field for employment, give tie most of their
employment as disiwashiers and weiters to white students. Often
white students, freternity men tiesselves, work in nearby
houses, ratiwe iian toolr owne Girls ovcaslonally firnd

emclovinent in uowgs for roopm and board or for casi pay.
£a0% ! 1ay




Thers ere w lew such plesws for boyse Taules rus vy (o ro Ureshk
/ée‘ti;er orrenizations aiford asployient for a Isw. Tiere are iwo

such orpanizabtlons ruwniyy; Lavlese Uue seriocus handisep is the
lack of imsinéss pleces cosducted locally by ke roes. %ow ard
then some local oarver sihep has plven such ér:.pla;,fn:em.

Mhe I-Eai;.;iar;al fouth Administration has given ewployuent
to a larpe numver oi Weyro students. Thls fund has Leen adwinise
tered by tie bmployment Division of the Yniversity, and ils hsad
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has been especinll g syupathetic with the cconomic stetus of
students. fe has placed thew in jobs in numbers out oi the
'proportion of segro students eurolled. A wmuch larger murber of
Negro students who have applied have besn given He Yo Ae J0DS
than the per cent oi‘. all students applying and glving esployveent.
“”ne University, particularly the Department ol Uhes istry,
has given scholarships end fellowships to Negroes. There nave
been about a half dozen given in Chemistry. There wes one ;iven
in watheratics last year, and g reappoliuntrent ;iveu lor tle next
yeal' to a young men who iy working on iis doctorats. A fellow-
ship in Econonics L2s been given a Racel student for 1540-41,

wino is wariing on hls dgctcram glso. Universlty Loan Funds have

been nade avallable 1o

£ 70 shudents aid rsyy of the. rave avelle

therwse lvos i +uils sourae of aid.

Race as used throughout this paper refers to the Fegro Race.
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bxtras Curricula Astin

studenls ievs taken an asctive

-

part in oubtside sctivitiess William lalber Smith YO0 was editor

of the Illini {the sStudent kewspaper) in 1858=1800, president

Jociety, Color 3Zargeant in the
Filitary Sattalion, and -atehet Orator for Glass Yaye willian
Jasper Frince was = member of a vietoricus Illinols Inter-Colle
egiate Debating Team in 1917 or 1818, and was s mevber of lue
Fonorary Debating Fraternitye Colored boys neve acted as reportors
on the Illini. 'Théy have. taken part in Gless Drametics. Aboub
six or seven years ego Bhegro siudents participated in an all

Nezro cast of Yegro plays in Lincoln Hall Theater under ihe
direction of tue Supervisor of Drametics. They have taken a

part in Spanish plays also. Thres or féur girls have been members
of tire %oman's Athletic A;sociétion, wiitieh is & rore or less an
honorary orzanizstlon. There have been colored eo~chﬂ9@&ea of
both the YekeCeds and the YetaCohe Inmterracial Cormissioners,

sucn co=chalrren beling mexbers of tis Y.bh.Cese Cabipet wita tieir

rald

ictures appearing in the Hardbeook of the Asscciations. Rers
p £ £
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F. ¥isher, a student, sang regularly over ﬁ{'l L L,the University

Station, end Audrey lenton, and . arion Hartletl, music students,
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play the piano over 3itation uILL. the latber having a repular
neriods Oue 3.uﬂg Woman, Celeste Cerntrell was acceplisd ag a
perber of Torch, an All=University Woman's ionorery Orchesis,
honorery dancing {(interpretaiive daneing) Sorority, has had ozne

or more Negro girls in its membership for wany years. Varien

rors

Bartlett composed a wusical number for Orchesis rec mtls.' This
pest year Katheus L. Corley, Jr., was a membér of the Varsity
Debating team, and made the Honorary Debating Frateraity. Gdward
B. Yoatman was n;esidewt of the Spanish Club during 1938=-40,

member of the Honorary Spanish Fraternity and perticipated Atiletics.

"Athletics at Illinois cousist of Intercollegiate and
Intramurale. Nepro Fraternities have participated in Intrawural
events, basketball, softball, and tracl, and boxing, and tennis
end woﬁ horors in various events. Que Hegro won a teunis cusrplions=
siilp and another a golden ylove boxing contest at uls wel;it.

The fraternities heve won cups Tor winning in tieir divisioms in
Interfraternity basketball. In dntercolleriate Athletics nany
ﬂegrces have been on footbéll end traek.squéds throus hout tue
yeers but only & few have won 'Letters.' Koy L. Young won a

lettor as a tachle in 1904, 105, 'GC and birhem 1. Whecler, =

letler as quariterback in 150. In track, 1. He Biheeler qualiiied
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a8 2 serisler, e Le Stevenson as a hurdler, George ¥Yile as a

sprinter and larland Jesison, as a niph junper, ell of ther. bub

one won & lebtier. Douw las . Turner won letbters in tenuis in 1429,

130 and '81 rleying nuber one position. Alphonss Anders won lids

|te
o

lettor in Football in 1U3Y as sa end. «3illiamnm 1. Lewis won &
letter in track, botu indoor and outdoor, as a broadjum;ar and
merber ol tie one mile relay team. Ssveral Race Athletes have
worn tueir nurerals as mesbers of football anﬁ track fresiven
varsity teans.

“Lusical Organizations.

"Two liegro students heve sung in the ﬂﬂiversity Gles
Club. One about eipiit years sgo, another has been witi: tie Club
for ikwe past six years or pore. He 1s sitill 2 newber. In 18Hi=
1S00 a colored wouan was a renber of the Woman's Ulee Clube Two
'years ago a dace student ylayed in the.UniverSity Orclestiras

“

Alrmost simee rts organization Leprses have sung in tue vniversity

Choral Socis Goorze 4. Biley played o snare drm in i
University Jend during tie years L{L4=U7,

“Graduate worve



are lue

first twenty yesrs only six praisate aeprees wers counlerred. iour

[

saster and two Dosior of thillosopiye. In tae last twenty

years
there nave been tii ~two advuuce degrees, forty-nive bhasitors and

threse Doctorates. The total advanced desrses conisrred on Le;roes
is Tifty-eighh, rifty-tlhrec Laster and /ive Uoctorates. Yhis

inerease in the number

graduate word aid receliving
advanced degreos shows a healthy trend for the ygroup to seek learning
beyond that of wnderg raduate colle es and to display ambltions to

pursue their education to preater deptis.

"Scholarship and -onors

"Wegro students have acsueved many scholastie honors durirng

the years, two have been honored with membership in the exoclusive
Fhi Beta iappa, Je. Ernest Wilkins in 1%16 and David iarcld
Blackvell in 1538 8te Eluo dray, Pho De, 1916 wade Sigrma Xi

(science honorary comparaile with Fhi sSeta Happa). limrold D. west,
: L)

Pie Dey 193¢, also wvade Sizme Xi. There mey have besn otuers wa

irra A1 ovub the writer did not usave btie iniornation.
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have nade
Dre drady, was a renber of Fhi Lesbda kpsilon (honorery chiemical
fraternity) and also was a menmber o the Arerican Ouen-lcal Society,

Dre Ee I.6 ke Chandler was & e

ver ol Yl Laubda kpsilon, as was



Dre ila o v@8Lae ive Hertill Artour Lloyd, A. i.e, a carndidale for

(20

is Doctorate iu suemistry in Aupust, 1s a zmeswder of 3igna A

and Fii Lawbda Spsilon. DUre 3te Elno Brady arnd Ure Be .o Ae
Chiandler both received Univeréiﬁy Sstwlarsuips ard Fellows:iips in
CLBNLISTITY e il @ertil;'Lloyd was awarded a seholaréhip 80I¢ years
ago bul did not accepte. Anotier Pepro-was awerded e feilvwship in
domanee Languages dut did not accept. David d. Hlackwell hed &
Féll_xship in watuomatics in 1535-1640 and was reaprointed to ove
| for 1940-41. David Sisms s cleuriz, working for Lis Uoctorate in
'ecbnonics, was awarded a rellowsuip in econowics for 1940f41.
David :. Slackwell wes vade a wexber.of ?; ku Epsilon (h0ﬁorary
matheretics fraterzity) and Leura tenrietta Forter, i. 3. was also
wade e mermber of Pi Lu Epsilond David §. welaurin wes nmade a
merber of Omicron Uelta Geuma (honorary econorics fraternity).
Edwafd-r. Yeatran, A. He wos é neﬁhe? of Sigua Delta Fi (wonorary
Spaﬁish fraternity); Latucws L..Portér; Jdre., was rade a rewber of

.,

tle honorery lebating f

.

raternity; Bdward Wiicp é {ew years aro
was adnitted to the Advanced Tourse, Re Ce Te Ce and served as

a Lieuleuant, In 1&3i-40 weltoun Ivan Teylor was sdwitlted to tiw
Advanced Courses in tie He Os Ta .e and served as & Licutenant.

Several .eproes have served as aon-conrissioned officers in the

Ke De Te e Buriuy il yesrs Hace students have been adnitted to



wonorary lansusie and science- [raternities,; sucu as the frsuns.,

= . -

3panisi, alstory, uone economic clubs, etecs Some nave made the

43

fraternitye. oeta Chapter of rappa Alpona FPsi

honorary fresia

won the Sachem cup in making tie larpest gain in sclolarsaip of

any Preternity in tue second semester, 19335-34.

"Living Conditions.

Living conditions have ;reatly improved in tue past twenty
years. The two organized houses, where many llegro students live,
are ﬁuying their houseé. The homes in tne c¢ity where the
f%depemdents live are all modern, a situation that did not exist
some years aroc. There may be a few cases of overcrowding, but
these are voluubary aﬁd not compulsory. All of the Lomes housing
students of our group are sore distance from tie Campﬁs sxeept in
a2 few instances. For rany years the greatest numier of KHace
ﬁtudents lived in orpanized hLouses. Theoretically tie Woven's
fesidence Halls are open to Heyro giudeants. Bubt tlere are
préctical difficulties that slrost preclude their livigg there.
lhe expense, tie early deposit, and the long walting list arc

factors tihat infiuence 1he situstior.



"Hoard
"Two private tables iz organized nouses board in privaie
-+

iomes, two colored cating hiouses at a disiance from the Carpus,

talke care of tue feeding of iegro stidents. The Universitly

o . . { . . - L T as - . P
Cafeteria serving only a noon meal, is pilenjwitihout diserimination
to all.. One or two wiite resteurants in the University district
(off the cempus) will oifer veals to Hace students. Tae Illini
Union (Student Genter) whichi will open ir Septenber, will serve

weals and pive fountain services to all students alile without

diseriminatione

"Organizations.
“There are three national fraternitles at the ﬁniveréity -

the Keppa Alpiie Psi, Alpha Pl Alpha, end the Omega Psi Phi. The
first two have purchased their aores, which are large, and very
attractive. Two sororities meke up the girls list of Greek letter
orpanizations. Alpia Kappa Alpha end the Delﬁa'Sigha Thuota.

The Alphe Happa Alpia's purcissed a home a numver of years ago,
aund ere well housed mnear tue Cempus. ihé Interiraternity Council
voted to aduit the ueygro fraternities %o membership, but they have
not aveiled themselves of this privilese. Cenacle, an ﬁonor

organization of lc:ro sbtudents uas syonsored various proiects.

po
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One wour iv brougsht sboul the irveserntatisn o leya Ly lerro
A e o - TS RN
gtulonts, 2150 an cxhibii of G L
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lor awout thdirily years, is wow ransped amd ettouded mlrogt erntirels
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by «erro students.

Ylelfarc.

“fhe verious “eliplous roundalions (wnite; oxtend tieir

ivileres to Hegro studentse. Fagy conforences end comittee

1

meotings heve Leen neld at these roursua’fiors, eagacimlv 10810V e
seny attond toe ’G"niversity Lhurohss, espeelally the Lationlle and
| Lpiscorale A pgreat .mavv atten d locel Begro churches, altiough
the rer cenld of Races stulonts att ,enc!ir:._g; thelyr own chwrohes, ls

muci: graller then in forver yoarg, and 1s too srall for tue norber

of stuwients here. At ;resan* tag numbor of Ueira studeats taliny
part in local shuroh activities is snalle 2 mul de Lw e Lyysoum,
an orjavisatlon gartioipaved In by students Lrough Lo years, is

now oiflosrcd, a..*:u*aie& by erd rens ed alicat entiroly by studests.

£t gerveg es a 'laboraiory ', 8 forur, and aun oullet for oXpression

ESNN. SN S T N i o R A S .
gaidaats and Comoperate wWita 1597 8o car ag yeruitted vy Lhw stulic
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therselvese ZIace students have frequently riven prograus

churciies in neariy c¢ities and villajese The Yel oCohe 2nd Yolievale

Interracial Cormigsio: when in existence, has vworked for social
privilezes for Hegro studen t 6L nece: v thelr work vas

3

g jow and eds seering slow
progress wade Colored students became impavient and ceased to

work with ite Conseqguewtly this work was abandoned. Those
Commissions nave broughﬁ to the Campus outstending Yepro eduscators,
end rmusicians to the AlleUniversity services, Collepe Fresidents,
the late Hichard B. Harriéon, the Fisk and kundey singers; have
been femtures. kany Race students ars members_and active in the

local Branch of the NeA.AsC.Fe.

"Social. The social 1life has been more or less exclusive, being
'sponsored almost entlrely by the Greek Letter organiz ations. They
heve consisted of parties; breakiasig,teas, pienics, and annugl
spring dances. ﬁom@-comiﬁg dances have veen a custow for many
years.v Students attend some social affairs in {he city. Soms of
the local churches, especially Bethol A..L., have sponsor
'dinﬁers, teas, supﬁers, mixers directly or irdirectly for Colored
students. The Vouen's Lespue has aiways weicorel Race Wouon to its

teas. In reoceul years sepro students have attended in larger



numbers the major wniversity soeisl evernis, such as tie Jenior ssll,

the Junisr from, the Sophomore Cotillion, the filitary 3all and

various Cless inforusls.

"A 1m.ni .

\

"A University is Judged by the character and achievements
of its Alumni. Irom tuis viewpoint the University has not suffered
in reputation by its bepro Alumni . But'bn the other hand 1ts
reputafion has been eﬁhanced by the contiibution they have made to
ths{ﬁace and the #tate. done have been confined in prison or
convicted of erime. Until the advent of tie depression Negro
Alumni and former sgtudents found positions uéually in the fiseld
in which they prepared. They have usually rade good. Lany ;
oceupy pbsitions of responsibility and trust. Physicians, dentiéts,
pharmecists, engineers, architects, atlorneys, journalists,
professors and instfuctors in ygiversities, colleges, teachers,
school principals, cherists, musieians, business men and women,
social worrers sod housewlives, ere found within its ranks. sre
Earl b. Dickerson was an Attorn y—&eneral Assistant; and aow
Alderzen in Chicago; Ure. Julien H. Lewis, is an associate pro-.
fessor of fathology at the University of Chicapo, krse Faudelle ..

£

Soxzsileld, is prinecipal ol the Sitepiien A. Douglas Schivol, Chicages
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Lre Vorgil tank ig loromer's Cherist,look Counity. Te @ o ionn Las

The Federsal and City Goveros

Insurence lompenys L[re. Auos FP. Seruges is e: Assistant States sttor-
ey of Cook County; Veive lee is Vice Iresident end Cashier of the
Farmers Stste Banlk, 3éley, Oklahomes ire. Walter T, Bailey, praci-
icing architecture and official ardhitect for Federal Housing

3

for Fegroes in Chieapgoe Dr. Ste Elno Brady, is professor of
chenistry at Fisk University, ir. lerbert Herry Yarris is
professor of chemistry at keharry Universitye This list ecould

be greetly enlerged but must end here.
Mieeds .

"Poor economiic conditlons of parents caused by low
salaries anﬁ wepes, as well es non-employment, refllects itself
inn the finencisl condition of Lepro students. ‘This in turn affects
their scholarshire One caunrot do hiis best work when worrying
about his finances. To meet this need tihere siwuld e more loaxn
funds end scholarsiiips espeecially for Racé students, tids in
addition to those now existing. Fullantaropists stiould find
this a worthy field to which they cen contribuie. Alumni of

fraternities and scroritics suonld reise funds to endow tnese



in tneir I[inancial strugles. Frizes
to betber schuolarship. ioral suprord

and the pulpit would help.”
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Phppendix I.
ie:ro vraduates at the vniversity of Illincis.
Degrees Coxrferred.

Jacealaureate Cruduete

holhe he Do Total

“130{) o ® a2 o o e ol 1
1(304 o * * ° * L .1 1
1906 ¢ o o 5 o o w1l 1
1307 o « o o o =« 2 2
1908 a e & = o @ 2 a
1805 o o o o « o 1 1
19510 o o o o s o 8 1 4
1211 o o ¢ 6 0 o 1 1
1212 ¢ o o o .0 & B 1 3
191‘1‘ e % o a o ¢ 8D 1 &
1515 ¢ o o o o o 2 2
1916 * . L] . . * 3 1 4
1917 L] ® * L . L ] 2 1 3
1518 s ¢« o s s o 6 6
1919 [ ] L ] LJ L ] L[] L ] 3 1 4
1927 ¢ 4 o ¢« o &« D 5
1921 . L] - L4 - 4 4
1922 o ¢« o s » &« 6 &
1923 L] . . L] - 2 4
1924 o 76 o o o & 4
1925 e o s s o g 2

1926 ¢ o s« o 10 11
1927 o o o o « o 10 1 11
1928 ¢ o« o o« o 9 5
1929 ] e 0 L ] L ] L 19 3 22
1530 o o o o o » 12 3 15
1951 - L ] * ® [ ] L 19 3 22
1932 o o o o s o 16 8 22
1933 o s s « o o 27 5 32
1334 4 o o o o o 22 4 26
1535 o o o« s o 14 © 20
1936 o o o o o » 10 5 2 17
1‘5"37 [ ] . .ﬂ L] . L ] 10 5 2 17
1538 o o o s o » 18

~ 0
fio ot

H

s oy
)

1939 - L ] L] < L L] 11
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Tappendix I. (Continued)
"¥epro UGraduates at the Lniversity of Illinois.

Degrees Conferred.

Saccalauregte traduate

Fehe Pile Lo . Total
1S40 & ¢ ¢ o o o o 11 2 1 14
Total deprees 239 55 5 352

Averare for 40 yoears 7.2 Teh &e&



"4 Study in tas Helabtlonship of Tarollment to Uraduation.

Showing the per een® of hesroes lnrolled Viho Graduate.

Year Enrolled Graduales FPer Ceut

"1925=26 68 10 14 3
1926-27 55 11 207
1927-28 42 . 15
1822-30 . 132 15 17
1930=31 92 22 23
1563132 : - 1289 3 24

o}

1533=34 109 26 2
1634-35 104 20 19
163536 10 15 14
1836~37 G 17 18
1537=33 112 21 ke %
1938-32 102 14 14 o
1935=40 138 10 10 4

Total 1,355 556 216 %

Averajge 97 A 17.8 16 %

"istimate for years not given: 620
1555

This estimate based oa a conservaetive estimate of per cant.
In thie twewby~seven yeaors not giver there were 62 gradusted. The

=7

estivate over tliirteen yearsshows that 16 % of %eproes enrolled,

B

sraduated. Instead of usi.g the 1€ % as a besis 1f & rore cone
servative figure were uscd, say 109 it would show an snrolluent

[aTa

of 120, Jue actuml 1

ures ave prooably much 23 liore






