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Revisiting Murals
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A collaborative project
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This booklet emerged from a commemoration of 

Park Streets in Champaign, A Pictorial History of 

African Americans of Champaign County.  The 
Angela M. Riv-

ers

-

-

 

-
-

-

Introduction
My family’s history is an integral part of the 
history of African-Americans in Champaign 
County; my mother’s side of the family ar-
rived just after the Civil War from Vigo Coun-
ty, Indiana. I grew up with stories about fam-
ily members participating in numerous wars, 
building homes and lives, having farms and 
businesses. A great grandfather was a deputy 

Champaign. Because of this it was important 
to me to show in the mural that we as African-
Americans had a history in Champaign; we ar-
rived in the county to help build and maintain 
the railways, we owned farms and became 
productive members of the greater commu-
nity. The mural for me has been a reminder of 
that history.
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Artist Angela Rivers with eBlackCU interns in front of the Park Street mural, June 
2010. L to R: Reginald Carr, Dominique Johnson, Jelani Saadiq, Angela Rivers, 
Jaime Carpenter, Deidre Murphy, Noah Lenstra and Rachel Harmon.

Edu-
cational Resources in Environmental Science 
(ERES)

David Monk Angela 
Rivers
the Comprehensive Employment Training Act 
(CETA)
to share.

http://eblackcu.net/mural/.

eBlackCU.net

-

experiences in Champaign-Urbana. With a grant 

-
Revisiting Mu-

rals, Animating Neighborhoods

-
-

Grad-
uate School of Library and Information Science 

for Public Engagement
at Urbana-Champaign. 
Please contact Noah Lenstra at nlenstr2@illinois.

edu
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Nurturing Neighborhood Awareness was an initiative of the Educational Re-
sources in Environmental Science. Kathy (Cenders) Martin was the project direc-

invited them to attend a workshop with Chicago muralist, Mark Rogovin.

Kathy (Cenders) Martin 
Nurturing Neighborhood 

Awareness

We wanted to encourage people to understand 
the environment as something they could par-
ticipate in. When people come together, that’s 
when creativity really happens, when people 
pool their energy and ideas.

Lucy Gray

-

[My] house had been moved on railroad ties 
by horses from the stadium. The house hadn’t 
been lived in for a long time. All the neighbors 
came in and helped me clean. The Rivers and 

lot of children.
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-

get meals there.

-

it, but I didn’t understand art. [There was] 
a beautiful theme on that wall and all the 
neighbors were happy.
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David Monk Educational 
Resources in Environmental Science (ERES) 
in Champaign, recalled that, as a contractor for 

-
enties that generated a lot of friendly associations 

Eugene Britt

-
screen picture of Eugene’s head with an in-
serted high-contrast picture of a geodesic 
dome with children playing that was on the 
lawn outside of the Douglass Center. Most 
of this could be done at the Douglass Center 

and demonstrate and have the children real-

ways including by the use of a photographi-
cally prepared gelatin. We held several noisy 

-
graph of Eugene Britt that Mr. Monk described.
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This portion of ERES pamphlet describes the support for the mural from local 

used on loan.

This panel describes the content of the mural, including scenes from Egypt and 
Timbuktu, and the trauma of enslaved people. The pamphlet notes that the 
mural was an example of “people taking an active part in creating their own 
environment.” 
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Preparatory sketch of mural by Angela Rivers, showing grid used to transfer 
drawing to wall.

Detail of the mural, “A Pictorial History of African Americans of Champaign 
County.”
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Park and Fifth Streets, Champaign.
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Detail of the mural, “A Pictorial History of African Americans of Champaign 
County.”
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Bennie Drake

Angela [Rivers] gave me the opportunity to 
-

explain to them exactly what we were doing 

Daniel Mitchell
-

his recollections of that time.

I was hired as one of the supervisors. My 
role was to bring a group of 15-20 youth 
(mainly high school) together and to manage 
personalities so that they all come together 
and do some great art. I learned to be a team 

The family of Ray Hines
-

-
gela Rivers] got her little group together and 

the way [African-Americans] feel about the 
town. [It was] the only real way they had to 
express themselves to young people because 
our newspapers were prejudiced.

Pauline Gates Pelmore
-

races!
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 Booker T. Washington 
(BTW) K-5 elementary school

-
Mrs. Hester 

Suggs -

-

-
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Memory Maps

Revisiting Murals, Animating Neighborhoods hosted 
-

in Champaign. Using Sanborn maps of north Cham-

Mr. Nathaniel Dixon served as the director of the Champaign Park District’s 

-
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A member of one of the early African-American families in Champaign-Urbana, 
Mrs. Rivers worked as a reproduction artist for Our Wonderful World Encyclope-
dia early in her career. Later, she worked for Champaign Unit #4 School District 

the original Douglass Park and its surrounds, and her home on the corner of 5th 
and Eureka Streets.

Angela Rivers and her mother, Eunice Nelson Rivers
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Some phrases and themes from the mapping sessions that provide a sense of 

Acknowledgements

-

-

-

-

-
merer.
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The Frances P. Rohlen 

Arts -

Illi-
nois Informatics Institute through the Community Infor-
matics Initiative in the Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science, and the 
for Public Engagement.

The Champaign County Archives -
Champaign Park District

the Douglass Branch of the 
Champaign Public Library
Early American Museum -

For further information
On the mural: eBlackCU.net/mural
On the early history of the Rivers family, compiled by 
Wendell Purchase

Booker T. Washington PTA 

Contact




