B/ Ms. Kat hryn Hinphr ey

nh March 16, 1916, the Mbunt

Qi ve Mssi onary Bapti st Church was
organi zed by Rverend D J. Tyl er,
assistedby AvdliaTyler, Tdieand
Eva Nunn, Mbrgan and Nor a Knox,
al | of whomwere forner nenbers
of their sister Church, the Gonpton
HIl Mssionary Baptist Gurchof .
Loui s, Missouri .

The original church beganwth
prayer neetings inthe hone of Tolie
and Eva Nunn at 1110 North Fourth
Sreet and spread fromhouse to
house; i ncl udi ng nei ghbor s and
friends. The prayer band grewin
nunioer s.

Recognizingthe need for a
church, Sster Bva Nunn, wththe
consent of the prayer groupwoteto
ReverendD J. Tyler, invitinghimto
cone t o Chanpai gn and hel p
organi ze the Ghurch.  He responded

Pioneers fromFourth Sreet Church

e

i rmedi at el y and cane to

Chanpai gn, cal | ed a Gounci |

neeti ng consi stingof hinsel f, the
Rever end Onen and Reverend H vers
of the Sal emBapti st Church, ot her
mssi onari es and fri ends and began
tonake pl ans for organi zing the
Munt Qi ve Mssi onary Bapti st
Chur ch.

Their first priorityvastoacquire
land onwhichtobuild. They were
abl e t o purchase two houses | ocat ed
onalot at 1111 North Fourth Sreet
fromAl exander Lunber Conpany.
Thi s nade t he vi si on becone real ity
and t he Chur ch’ s nenfer shi p began
toincresse

The first Pastor was Reverend D
J. e, thefirst Beacons vere
Brot hers Tol i e Nunn, Mrgan Knox,
Johnny Sykes, Aden W |i ans, Jesse
and Gaude Britt and Syl vester
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Hanpt on.  The nenbers carri ed
chairs fromtheir hones tosit onand
donat ed coal fromcoal shedsto
provi de heat. BEveryone vent to
Sunday school , Prayer Meeti ngs and
al joinedinto hel pwenever and
wher ever needed.

The ol d church at 1111 North
Fourth Sreet, or the Gurch“upin
thefidd asit vesloving yreferred
to, grewand prospered under the ten
pastors who fol | oned i t's founder
RverendD J. Tyler.

In1958, the Reverend J. E Gaves
cane and, under hi s | eader shi p and
support of the nener shi p was abl e
tobuy theland at 808 East Badl ey
and bui | d t he present sanct uary
bui | di ng and pur chase and renodel a
parsonage. 1n 1969, Reverend Janes
Gfut becane the pastor and t he
churchwas abl eto pay of f the nort-
gage and pur chase a new par sonage.

The present Pastor, Reverend
Lundy Savage, atrue visionary as vel |
as bei ng a dynanic past or has been
successf ul i nexpandi ngthe nini stry
toincl ude preachi ng, teachi ng and
evangel ism al of wiichisreflected
i nthe devel opment of a Gl | ege
Sudent Mnistry, and youth-oriented
prograns t o encour age t hemt o
participateinthennistries so
necessary for thei r devel opnent as
ou leaders of thefuture. Al of these
pr ogr ans comranded nor e space
and Past or Savage has been very
successful inbringi ngabout the
expanded sanct uary; the bui | di ng of
an Educat i onal Secti on whi ch
includes aPastar’ s Sudy, 12 @ ass-
roons, Church Gfice, Vénen' s
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MT. OLIVE MISSIONARY
continued from page 1
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Groundbreaking ceremony in 1958

Lounge, Men's Restroom a nodern state-of -the art
kitchenand Parish Hil | .

From1916 to the present, the Munt Qive Ms-
si onary Bapti st Ghurch stands as a nonunent to a
communi ty of faithfromthe snal | church“upinthe
fidd a 1111 NrthFourth Sreet toits present | ocation
a 808East Badey. Itshistoryisongang.

Kathryn Britt Hinphrey i s anong t hose who are
part of itshistory. Hr parents, Jesse and \enie Bitt,
vere founders of theorigina church. Her father vas a
Deacon and her not her a
devout nener. Kathryn
becane a nenber at a
very early age and has
been acti ve i n nany ways
uptothe present tine.
Ms. Juanita Ganpbel | ,
97, not her of Juanita
Mason, al so a nenber of
the church. “Mbt her”
Canpbel |, as she was
called by a | who knew
her, vas very activeinthe
churchaswell asinthe
conmuni ty. Her | ove of
peopl e was exenpl i fi ed
by her interest inthem
and thi s | ove endeared
her toal |l who knewher.

Many nor e nenbers,
bot h ol der and young
and t 0o nunerous to
nention, still contribute
their tineand energy insupportingtheir bel oved Munt Qive
M ssi onary Bapti st Church.




Church Women
United in

Champaign-Urbana

B/ Ms. Betty Vistvat er

In1921, agroup of el even
vonen fromel even chur ches of five
denomnations felt aneedfor a
cooperative effort towork on
proj ects tobest servethe community.
They cal | ed t hensel ves the i nterde-
nom nati onal Gounci | of Mssi onary
Soci eties, |ater naned Chanpai gn-
U bana M ssi onary Lhion. The
group becane i nter-racial in 1926
vwhenthe Lhionaffiliatedwththe
national groups, the Guncil of
Vénen for Home M ssi ons and t he
Federat i on of Vénen' s Board for
Forei gn Mssi ons.

Tot Lot vas anearly proj ect
sponsor ed and nanaged by the unit.
Aninister’s w fewho sawt he need
for the care of young childrenwvhile
thei r not hers worked or attended
classesduringtheday startedthi s
program For nore sati sfactory
housi ng, it was noved t o Sal em
Baptist Gwrch. Inabout 1970it was
closed as the Head S art Program
repl aced t he need.

B anket Sunday was a ti ne when
peopl e brought good used bl anket s
totheir churches where they vere
put incartons and mai | ed t o Church
V@rl d Servicedistribution Gnters.
Wien post age becane t oo much, gift
certificatesvereissuedfar peop eto
donat e noney t o buy bl anket s by
Q% This enphasi sisinMy.

Qothingdrives were hel d.
Vénen gat her ed good used cl ot hi ng
or newchil dren’s cl ot hi ng and
layettesinthe r churches. Boxes of
clothing veretakentoagarage
bel ongi ng to the Church of the
Br et hren wher e t hey wer e pi cked up
by a O/Ftruck. A so sonetines,
boxes were taken by truck or car as
ve attended S at e Assenfol i es where
aOMtruck vaswaiting. This, too,
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becane t 0o expensi ve.

Vr k groups w t hi n chur ches or
i nd vi dual s nade | ayettes, children's
clothing, hospita gows, bandages,
hed thkits, schod kits, children's
sweat ers and baby bl anket s (cl oth,
crocheted or knit). Thesearenailed
toG/BOstribution CGnters.

Readi ng i s Fundanental (R F)
Programwas started by QWi n our
communi ty by hol di ng book fairsin
sel ected school s.  Books were sel ected
by a coomttee, ordered, and set up
for the chil drento choose a book t hat
appeal edto eachtowvant toread.
These vere gi ventothe chil dren, but
pai d for by donations fromOAJ
nenbers. After 3years, another civic
organi zationtook responsibility for
thspgect.

WINE&Trick or Treat @l lections
i n Chanpai gn- Urbana and a f ew
surroundi ng t owns have been spon-
sored by GUfor many years. @l -
[ ecti on boxes wer e or dered t hr ough
our chai rnan. The childrencol | ected
on t he Sunday nearest Hal | owneen.
Thi s was done i nvari ous vays. A
first, driver chaperones took chil dren
intocertainareas designatedonacity
nap wher e the chil dren went from
door todoor. Later it seened safer for
childrentocd lect only fromfriends
and nei ghbors. Anot her appr oach was
for thechildrentoput aca | ecti on box
onatableat hone andto deposit a
coinat neal tine or whenever a gl ass
of mlkwas drunk. Wual |y ineach
case, whenthe childrenreturned the
boxes t o a church on t he Sunday
afternoonafter calecting, akHal | ow

Left: Hel en Johnson and st af f
wthchildrenat Tot Lot
Bl ow Sl emPre-schoal ,
Hel en Johnson, D rector

een Party vas held. 1n 1955, the
Nini steria Associ ation hel ped or ga-
nzethecdlection

N (& Gard sal es dat e back to
about 1969-70. The Fiends and
YWZA al so sol d cards so t here was
cooperationthere. Thecards sal d
have usual |y been for Gri stnas, but
not epaper, Brthday cards, etc. are
included. Throughtheyears, theline
of products has expanded t o i ncl ude
cal endars, puzzl es and nugs. Al
enphasi ze | ear ni ng about t he cust ons
of other countries.

Gourt Vet chi ng was done wth t he
League of Vénen \bters. V¢ at -
tended court sessionstononitor the
casebeingtried VEfilledou charts
wthour find ngs.

Thelnternational Hospitaity
Gonmit t ee recei ves an annual non-
etarygft. Vehavealia sonboard
nenter who i s active onthis conmit -
t ee whi ch works t hrough t he Uhi ver -
sityof Illinois. Soneof our vwonen
hel p newfore gn studentswththeir
fanlies by worki ngwith BEnglish
conversati on groups, friendship
groups, get-acquai nted cof f ees, host
fanlies, cooperative d nners and
nai nt ai ni ng a st oreroomf or | endi ng

continued on page 4
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CHURCH WOMEN
Continued from Page 3

househal ditens totheinternati onal
famlies. Theitens are donated or
bought at garage sal es. Ve have
joinedinthe noneynaki ng efforts of
IHC

The S. M ncent de Paul Soci ety of
S. Rarick sGthdicGurchin
U bana has carried out the Wnt er
Ener gency Soup Programf or several
years. OMbecane i nvol ved in
January 1984. \Wénen of CWJ
chur ches nake hi gh protei n soup for
t he honel ess duri ng t he w nt er
nont hs.

Meal s on Wieel s began in 1965 to
provide hot nutritious neal stoel derly
and di sabl ed per sons who need such
neal s but who ar e unabl e to prepare
them The neal s have been prepared
at thelllini WnionBuild ngand
delivered by val unteers. Famly
Servi ce adnini st ered t he programand
the del i very was coor di nat ed by QAU
The programhas grown from2 rout es
serving 10 peopl eto 7 routes servi ng
110 people. Three of theseroutes are
still coordinated by GAWand t he
ahersbythe Tel eGre Gfice. Qients
enjoythenealsandvisits by the
vol unteers. Afewenergency situa-
tions have been noted and report ed at
theclients’ hones. GAJal so donat es
noney t o t he programt o pay for
neal sthe clients cannot afford.

Sunmer School for Teachers of
the Deaf vas apro ect inthe 1970 s.
& have gi ven noney and our pres-
ence at aprogramby the chil -
dren t o showt hei r acconpl i sh-
nent s.

The Yout h Det enti on Hone
drewour interest inaneffort to
keepyouths out of jail. Ve have
served onthat council .

RP (Qristian Rural
Qver seas Prograns) has recei ved
donati ons by our unit.

Theforner Grls @ ub of
Chanpai gn recei ved our support
by nonetary gifts, books for their
likrary, ec

Siritual Ve | s have been

fornedand at first net at the e

Sster’ s Resi dence across fromMr cy

Hospital for the purpose of fellowship
andspiritual grovth, studyingto

get her adevotional book or portions
of theBble. Thesewere hel dduring
Lent and Advent Seasons. Later they
were hel dat other | ocati ons such as
the Sal vati on Arny Chapel , the Free
Mt hodi st Ghurch, andinprivate
hones.

The Dar ght Chapel Proj ect has
been one of our nost ext ensi ve
col | ections of donations for the
bui | di ng of a chapel for the vonen's
prisonat Dwght, Illinois. Thisisa
Saedfot toprovideap acefa the
wonen to worshi p.  Several wonen
fromour unit took atour of the
prisonto seethe need and | ed our
uni t to pl edge $10, 000 whi ch nowhas
been exceeded.

Legi sl ati ve i ssues have recei ved our
| etterstoshowour paositionas we have
wittentoour senators, representati ves
and ot her peopl e of influence. Qe of
our board nener s brings t hese i ssues
toouw attention

Fell owshi p of the Least Qinisan
internationd effort toestadish
schod s, scho arshipsfor training
nurses and t eachers, etc. indevel oping
coutries. It isaprgect i nwicheach
wonan i n the worl d can hel p by
givingaprayer andacoinof theleast
denoninati on of her country.

Qur offerings sent tothe nati onal
office havethroughtheyears, g ven
support to nany proj ects. Qe of
t hese has been t he programf or t he
urbani zati on of the Native Aneri can,
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“Chapel at Dw ght

toprovidethe publicwthinforna
tionconcerningleg slationfor or
agai nst the Nati ve Aneri can, provi de
religiousinstructioningovernnent
schoal s, provide prograns sinilar to
t he Hone Bureau and 4-H provi de
support for thelowincone farmng
conmuni ti es, provide churches,
schod s, cl ubs, conferences and
institutes onfarnmng for t hemand
helpfor the mgrants.

Qr offerings set tothe Sate
of fi ce have hel ped t o provi de chap-
lansfor Sateinstituti onssuchas
prisons and hospital's. They al so have
hel pedinlobbyingfor billsinthe
legislature onjudicial reformanend
nent, creationof achildren s conmis-
sion, fair enpl oynent practi ces and
open occupancy.

Qur unit has sent |etterstoschool
boards and t he Chanber of Com
ner ce ur gi ng enpl oynent on nerit.
€ put stickersonour lettersand
paynent bills to busi nesses or wote
personal notes urgi ng equal opport u-
nity. Wa sofavoredthe creationof
t he Chanpai gn Human Rel at i ons
Gommirssi on and attended i ts neet -
ings. Ve supported the Youth Gounci
Advi sory Board, participatedinthe
Youth Gunci |, the U ban League,
favoredlocatingthe Sate Mnta
Heal th @ inicin Chanpa gn- U bana,
hel d educat i onal prograns concer ni ng
sanitationinchurchkitchens, op-
posed granti ng of addi tional |iquor
licensesinCGU opposedthe selling
and di splay of pornographicliterature,
and sent arepresentativetothe
neet i ngs of the Lhited Gom
nmuni ty Gouncil . Ve favored
sex educati oninthe schod s.

V¢ contributedtoafund
to provide ml k to every needy
childinschoal, Hiing Hone,
Frances Nel son Hone, Yout h
Hone and Tot Lot inthe early
stages of the program

Sone of our wonen have
support ed sone Sal vati on Arny
prograns by dressi ng dol I's for
the needy at Crristnas, served

. —=mmeee.. asbdl-ringrsa thekettlesad
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Chur ch Vénen Lhi ted

Ester Kenp

Dori s Hoski ns

B/ Ms. [oris Hoskins

Church Wonen Uhited in
Chanpai gn- U bana now has
tventy-six active churches of d ffer-
ent denomination of whichsixare
Arican Aneri can.

The National Gficeset upthe
“Val i ant Vénan Anard” to honor a
nentoer of alocal unit who has
denonstrat ed her | ove and devoti on
to the purpose of Church Vénen
Lhited. Nanes of the noninees are
sent tothe National Gficeof G
al ong w th t he recormendat i on of
theloca unit andthe $50.00fee for
their approva . The Gxrtificateof
Recogni tioni s recei ved and pre-
sented to the wonan at a Soeci a
Luncheon Ger enony, attended by
all. Mnylocal wonen havere-
cei ved the honor. Li sted bel oware
t he Afri can- Aneri can wonen who
have been reci pi ents through the
ye's

HlenRvers, 1972, anenber of
Bethel AME Church and O gani st

Gtavia @l e

for nany years. Pior to becomng
Presi dent of G\ she served as her
Church representati ve for nany
ye's.

Esther Turl ey Donal dson, 1933,
a nener of Sal emBapti st Church
wher e she served as O gani st,

Church Secretary and ot her posi -
tions. She becane a nenber of
QVMinM. Vernon, Illinais, in
1957 and upon novi ng to
Chanpai gn- Urbana i n 1977, be-
caneinvolvedinthelocal unit.

Qtavia @l e, 1990, a nener of
the M. Qive Bapti st Gurch and
very activeinthe Vénen' s groupsin
her Church and has served as t he
representativeto GAUfor over 50
yeas.

Est her Kenp, 1993, a nenber of
the Bethel AME GCurch, Admini s-
trativeAssistat tothe Pestor, Past
President of GAJ served as Secre-
tary prior tobeconing president.

Est er Donal dson

Dori s Hoski ns, 2000, a nenfer
of theS. Mry' s Gaithalic Gurch,
served as 1% M ce Presi dent under
Est her Kenp; has been t he represen-
tativefromS. Mry for norethan
2yeas.

Church Wnen Uhited in
Chanpai gn- Ubana i s al i ve and
wel |, serving the conmunity with
Ghristianl ove and devoti on.
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CHaMPAIGN CouNTY Forest PrReserRVE DisTRICT FOUNDATION

EArLY AMERICAN MUSEUM

PO. Box 1040 « Mahomet, Illinois 61853

CHURCH WOMEN
Continued from Page 4

helpingwththeangel treeat the
Mir ket H ace Shoppi ng Gent er .

The Mental Heal th Canp Fund has
used sone of our contributi ons.

Qnhe of our nenbers served on the
TitleM] Gnmttee.

W are hosting the CAUS ate
Assentl y for the second ti ne.

Gomuni ty Foruns sponsor ed by
our uni t have addressed t he subj ect s of
Peace, Death, Vénen's Rghtsin
Dvorceand Mrriageandas aSngl e
Vénan, Darght Prison (slides andtal k
whi ch have al so been t o church and
other groups), Dwght Rrison(ta k
gi ven by t he Vérden, Jane Hich),
Qiginal Native Anerican Dress Design
and G afts and t he Chanpai gn Gount 'y
Chi | d Devel opnent Cent er.

African-American History:
Today and Tomorrow

Thelifeline of any newsletter isthe
reaction of its readers. Please help us
spread the word! Xerox and share this
newsletter with others. Send your
comments c/o Early American Mu-
seum, PO. Box 1040, Mahomet, |L
61853 or phone 217-586-2612. If you
would like to be included on our
mailing list, please call 217-586-2612.
More importantly, share in our mission
by writing and sharing your reflections
of our local history. We need Y OU!

Visit our website at:
www.advancenet.net/~early
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The Champaign County African-
American History Committee grate-
fully acknowledges the Community
Foundation of Champaign County for
sponsoring the printing of Through the
Years.

Community Foundation of
Champaign County
404 West Church Street ﬂ
Champaign, IL 61820 ==
217-359-0125

The Through the Years newdletter isa
semiannual publication of the
Champaign County African-American
History Committee, Early American
Museum. Editor, Cheryl Kennedy;
Graphic Designer, Cheri Mayberry;
Contributing Writers, Doris Hoskins,
Betty Westwater, Kathryn Humphrey




