
HROUGH 
THE 

Special Millennium Issue 

"A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words." 
Napoleon 

By Doris Hoskills 

Throllgh The Ye{lrs. Africal/ American History ill Champaign COIlllty. comes home 
in words and pictures for the millennium issue of our newsletter. As you view this 
issue, you may perhaps recogn ize many of the people and places thaI have con~ 
tributed much to the rich hi story of the African American experience in Champaign 
County. 

Early seltiers arrived here prior to and after the Civil War. Some settled in the 
county as soldiers who had fought with the Un ion Army. When World War I 
broke out. many young black men from Champaign-Urbana joined forces with 
the 24th Infantry of the Illinois National Guard, fough t and died for their Country. 
Some were given citations ror bravery beyond the call of duty_ 

(HiUtPAIGN·URBA~A 
SOCIU SERVICE ([~, .. 



Circa 1900 through 1920 



Circa 1930 
Religion ha ... a lways played a mOM Im portant part in the life of 
the African American commu nity. The Bethel A.M.E. C hurch 
wa ... founded inlhe earl y 1860 .. follov,.cd by the Salem Baptist 
Chu rch. Mu ... ic, both vocal and imlrumental. was an in tegnll 
part of their !>crvices. In addition. seve ral orchcstra ~ and a 
marching band came into being made up of musicians who 
were members of both chun:hes. 

The impact of the "Greal Dcprc ...... ion·· look it ... lo ll on the Afri· 
can Arncric;J1l community a ... it did on e .... eryone el!oe: ho\\'cver. 
farnilic ...... urvivcd and seemingly bonded IOgclhcr and wi lh the 
help of ..,ollle of the Federal Prog r:ull'. in place. put toget her 
group ... who did great thin gs in many ways \0 impro ve thei r 

li ve.., ami the li ves of their children. 



Circa 1940 

When World War II was declared. young mcn and women 
joined in the war effort by l>crving in the branch of <;crv icc of 
their choice. Those who did not , slaycJ home and did their 
part to help the war cff0l1. It wa ... during this period of time 
lh.rl recreation celller>, for the you th we re cs.tabli shed. firs t in 
ncighborh(Xxi houscs and then the Lawhead School. Through 
the concerted efTon~ of dedicated citilcns - the tirsl Doughl<;" 

Center "" .. bui lt. 



Circa 1940 

Looking back to the earli er years as reflected in the 
pictures. sport:. and recreation has always been an 
integral pari of life and so we can't overlook the 
accomplishments of early athletes such as Warren 
Foulks. a fOOiball star with the Sidney Hi gh School 
Class of 19().J: William Frank Earnc!<>1. all-around 
alhlele. Homer High School Class of 191 5: Andrew 
Drake and John Picken:.. both outstanding athletes. 
Champaign Hi gh School Class of 1921: and the 
Champaign High School Football Team of 1927. The 
early baseball and basketball teams were highly com­
petitive and their games were well attended. 



Circa 1950 
.. ---



Circa 1960 
Fraternal orga nl7ations. like the Lone Star Lodge # 18. 
F&AM. followed by the Deborah Ch:lplcr #27 D.E.S. were 
formed in 1897. To add to Ihe ~ocial Oavor of the communi· 
tic ... oOlh male and female r.:lub .. were organized and con­
trihutl!d to Ihe welfare of Champaign-Urbana. 

Family 0\\ ned businesses ... uch :1\ barber and beauty .. hop", 
emporiulll", cleaning and prc .... ing "hop.., wcre establi,hcd in 
downtown Champaign and Urbana :lIld eventually !opilled 
oul into neighborhoods :1\ the population expanded. 



Circa 1970 
During the 1960s the issue of Civil Rights brought about the pic~cling of the new 
J.e. Penney Store, rc<;ultmg in the hiring of African American clerk!.. The formation 
of the S.O.U.L Group of young black men brought home the need for a health 
CCnicr (0 provide care for the unden.erved population. Throllgh their efTom with 
community ... upport. a center wa .. formed. It later became the FrJncc<; Nelson Ilcalih 
Center as it i .. ~no\Vn loday. 

The T onv Zamora 
Jazz Ensemble 



Circa 1980 and 1990 
Thi !>. pi cture tribute cou ld go on and on in I'c.:cognilion of the contri ­
bution of the many ci li Len ... both paM and present who contributed 
.. 0 much to the hi;;' loryoftht.:African American in Champaign County 
Ihc:-e past 100+ years. Many .. till arc. each in hi s or he r own. way. 
whether it be in the art ... bu .. inc~s. local and count y gove rnment. 
publ ic <icnicc Of ju,,( being "good ne ighbor;," It i.., a hi<.,(ory to be 
\cry proud of .lIul .. hould be recognil.cd by all. 

We. the Committee on African ArnericiLll Hi .. tory in Champaign 
Cou nt ). \\ould appreciate )'ou r cOImncnt .. on this particular issue of 
our nc\\s]cllcr. MmOl importantl y. \\c \\ holc heanedl) \\clcomc and 
im ite )' Oll to .. hare your famil), .. Iaries and picture .. wit h u, 10 u .. e 
for future puhlication;" You may contilCi U~ through the Early Amcri­

('an Mu"'eum, P,O. BO'( IO-W. MahornCL IL 6 1853. 

Contributor ... Carrie Banh. Dori, Ho<;ki n ... and Enn .. Bridgewater 

"Tllt're i.1 llIllCll 10 b(' WlilU'd ill remembering 111/' past and more 10 

h(' gail/I'd hy pmjecling into Ihe jll/ll re thai lI'hit-h has I)(!(' I/ 
learned {IS ;1 relat(·s /0 Ihe im/lIvw'metlf oj people:' 

E!>lct1c Merrifield 
Spnng i'Je" ,tl.'th.'r 1997 



CHAMPA IGN C OUNTY FORt:;ST PRESERVE OISTIUCT F OUNDATION 

EARLY AMERI CAN M USI::UM 

P.O. Box 1040· Mahomet, Illinois 6 1852 

African-American History: 
Today and Tomorrow 

The lifeline of any newsletter is the re­
act ion of its readers. Please he lp us 
spread the word! Xerox and share this 
newsletter with others. Send your COI11 -

menls clo Early American Museum. P.O. 
Box 1040. Mahomet. IL6 18530rphone 
217-586-26 12. If you live in Champaign 
County and would like 10 be included 
on ou r mai ling list. plcal>c ca ll 2 17-586-
2612. More importantly. share in OlLr 
mission by writing and sharing your re­
nections of ou r local history. We need 
YOUl 

Visit our website at: 
http://www.advallcellet.net/-early 

alld 
http://www.prairiellet.orglyears 

The Champaign County African-Ameri­
can History Committee gratefull y ac­
knowled ges both The Champaign- Ur­
bana Convention & Visitors Bureau and 
8usey 8ank for sponsoring the printing 
of Through 'he Years. 

Champaign-Urbana Con\'c ntion & 

Vis itors Bu reau :.'(ij',---
1817S. NeiL Su ite 201 ~ 
Chatnpaigll .I L 61820 C'~-{/"'" ...... 
217/351-~ 133 or 800/369-6 151 
www.clIpan ner~h ip .org 

The Thmll~" rhe ti'{/f.l' new~leller is a "Cmi­
annual public:lIion of the Champaign 
County African-American History Com­
mittee. E(lilOr. Cheryl Kennedy: Graphic 
({esigller. Cheri Mayberry: Wrirer.l, Dori~ 
Hoskins. Erma Bridgewater. Carrie Banks. 
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Committee Members 

Through theYears: 

Mary Alexander 
"Carrie Banl, 
· Enna Bridgewater 
I{el, Rol:md Brown 
• Jo!an Burlholder 
Mile Cain 
· Nathaniel Dixon 
Lind:t Dull.' 
Joan Forhehneider 
*Dori, Uu,kin, 
*Kathryn Humphrey 
*Cheryl Kennedy 
Cal Lee 

* df' !I0/;'.I' lIt·the !!!('!!!bf' rI 

I-hutk LeNoir-Pri,;c 
V:l1 Littlefield 
Walter M:J1hcrly 
*Cheri Mayberry 
BarbarJ "lcGee 
' E'lelle Mcrnlield 
Chariollc Ne,bill 
Wah Smith 
' He'ter Sugg~ 
' Mary Grace Thom:t .. 
' Charl,ie Tke 
Pre<;ton William~ 
' Barbara Wy-.ocki 
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