BLACK HISTORY

IN CHAMPAIGN COUNTY

By Estollo Mearitheld

| hivve Dean askad wivy | am
a mamber of the Afro-Amerncan His
torical Socety of Champaign-L-
bann. Afver much thowghd | resl
iz Thai hisloty, any histony, has
baen a favorda hobby all of my
iile. | like to relate 1o peoplo
Thoha & much lo be gained in re-
mambaning e past, and more fo
B galnad by projecting mito the
fulura that which has boan
leninad as i relates to the im
provimant of peapla Technology
changes but human natura has
boon the same since he bagn
ming of fma

Some of us amheed N theg
A around 1880 tranvaiorg by wagon
unumily pullsd oy mules. One side of
iy larmdy came from the easten coasl
originating in and aound ML Alrey,
Morth Camolina The othesr sede of my
familly came iram the Smoky Mown-
faina of Tennesse:s

Other tamilies cama from Ten-
nsggan, Masissippl, Georgia, Louls|
arm, Kenlucky and Arkansas Mosi
cama ascaping oppression &nd for
BCONMMIC MEAS0NS aftar M Gl War
Flnr1q_n:ll.'! @nd fanh wierg e [hrosds
thad hodd ouwr families together. Even
uil thes cay, rofigion and faith and
farmaly teers kSep us IDgoiher

Mien were the head of the tam-
iy, strong men. Women were tho
koepars of ihe hone, The family Bible
wiad, i most tamilies, the recorder al
farnily connections

Mesi of the early Megrogs
wipiy forimor slaves. As slaves they
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Fund] Fruivy tadents Thesy vwere Hhes bl
@ of plantations, the workers of the
fiolga, Ihe makers of furnitore, the
woodchoppers, aressmakers, allons
Bul as iresdmen, when they arrived
i 1 Mosth, ey Tound that these jobs
ware closed o them. They aflan
wiorkiod ns mplcs, tarm hands, barbsars,
lnborwsrs, cooks, housekespars, ril-
road gandy dancers, and & few minis
tisrs of the Gospel. i was nat the land
ol opporiunity they had been led o
bl i€ was. Thiry were siill colorsd
AlTO- Amencin Eymidees safhed
in communities in and around
Champaign County. Some settled
near Broadiands, some near
Newman, some in Tuscola, across the
county ling, some in Belfiower, somo
in of mround Mansfield, Homaer,
Bidnay, Ogden, Gibson City,
Hoopsion, Damville and Loda. Many
ol those familkes ware related. Whan

SPRING 1997

ong famsly became established they
would génd lor pihers o coma north
Many of the mlathves raveled on
o Checago and workad in sieel
malls, Biock yanis and as barbers,
beauticians and iaborers

W, &t a histoncal group, ans
frying 1o eslablish a permanant
ranord. aomatiung the chaldoan al
aur cammunity can poind o with
pride and realize the dignity and
regourcaluingss that was 8 par al
EFisir I'I-Bnlnua

YWhen they look at the nowly
rnamed strests of the Manin
Luthas King subdivision, when
[y Soat el (oS Memonal Sia-
dium, when they see the names of
Holl, Philllipgs, Pope, Maison, Fooosdl
L. Ellis Editian, Wesley Park
Briogmwainr Park, Lee, Britl, Rvars
Adaxander, Jordan, Edwards - there is
i roason for Champaign-Urbana hon
oring these family names, Thesa aim
Just o low of those who have coririb
utad 1o our communidy. Tham are 6o
My maong persons and fwmilkes, oo
numenous o describe at this time, who
have confributed to the well bsing of
i county of Champsaign, the cities of
Champaigpn-Urtana, e sumounding
communities. the State of Minos, and
it Uniled Stales of America

Wiy am | nteresizd in Alro

Amarcan hisiony? Any hisiory?
1. We are hese becausa of the affor
works, haraships and accomplish-
mianls of our parents and foretathoms
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By Dons Hosking

MUSIC

Music, Music, Music, continues as the bands played on in the early
1800's, Four of the Hite Brothers playad in the "Brewer's Juvenile Band, us-
ing tha insiruments purchasad by Harvey Hita, upon his return from
World War 1.

This band was organized and conducted by a Mr, Schaeds, a mesi-
dont of Garman descent who lived on Morth Ash Street in Champaign. As a
marching band, they played for parades and other local events, sponsored by
the Knights of Pythias and Masonic Lodges

& few years kater, under the management of Mr, Clifford Jordan, who
playved vialin and rombone, Emie Hile crganized his own jazz band using
local musicians and by recrulting University of Ilinols students who played
with him unil their graduation. Thay played for proms at many fraternities and
sorarities om Campus and al other places such as Prehn's on Campus,
College Hall, Bragley Hadl and other danee halls locally @and in surrownding
towng, Brother Les Hite left the area with his band and became quile famous
in Calfomia, playing for, and making moyvies

The Hie musical legend was carri=d on locally by Emig's sans, Lus-
ter lay and Ernia Hita, Jr., both takented musicians whio lod and played with
ihair own (222 band - 1ha Lus Hite Band,

To be continuad. ..
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2. We ara progressing becauss thay
gava Us a background ol alhlcs, prin-
ciplos and religion, o reason for exst
gl
3. We do noi wanit to repeat the
wrongs af [he past. Wa ane remam er
ing those who passed on 1o us the
courage and determination 1o suc-
ceed,
4_ Toramamber the pasl, to glean o
ihi past the good things, ¥ The good
men do i off inered with their bonea”
People are quick to remember thea evil
It makes for a good story o remam-
bar tha bad. That's why the tabloids,
lalewiEsaan, ntarmsl, movies and Dooks
of ioday are gearad (o the worst in us
6. The sacrifices made in the move-
meartt af the "60's", tha Civil Rights
moverment, o securé a betler future
for our children, has left & voud for many
of us wha weare not able to enter
thraugh tha briel span of fime the door
has been open, and it is slowly
closing
6. I this group dogs nothing else bu
redch ane persan, ona child, 1o maka
tham realoe the values and aforts thal
wire put forth on thelr behall by our
ancestars; if it causes tham 1o stop, to
consider thair own futures and the fu-
fures of their children, to fill thal woid
that is rapidly being filled with hats,
crime and deviousness, it will have ac-
complished what we have sl oul o
do. We remember and honos gur an-
castors. W Bng 4 very important part
of America and swe want our children
o know they are very special and are
our reason for being.

Soime of s may Aoor maka
IF Il thie 2150 confury, bul we would
like to e rememberad &5 having pre-
pared owr childran for the fulurs by g
ing them a sansa ol Sefurily and
stabiliny




By Estelle Merrifield

Barbers and beauticians have
been in demand since tha baginning
of time. In the esrly 1900°s Mr. Frank
Jordon, an African-American (Nogro,
Black, Colored . whatever 18rm you
prafar) owned and oparated an em-
porium downtown Champakgn, |Twas
located on Main Street near the 1l
nois Central Terminal. Mr. Jordan had
al one bme more than fen barber
chairs and fealured haircuts, shaves,
facials, and baths. Pictures ol this
elaborate emporium were destroyed
by fire. The more prosperows Megro
owmed shops calered o “while only”
I wias a meattar of “bresad and butter”
ircome, A black man could get his
hair cut after hours when the shops
were clasad. This practice confinued
Lt 1940 when the first induciees
o the Bath Pursuil Squadron arrived
g1 Chanule. Thare wera olhaer black
owned shops that catered to "black
only”

Ace Barber Shop was
owned and operated by Mr. Arihur
G, Merrifieid. It was firsd located on Uni-
varsity Avenue and |ater moved fo
Mowth First Streat. Ho had three chairs
His nephew, Fred M. Mearmifield, oper-
atéad tha same shop wntil 1872 many
yoars atler his death. Many barbars,
including Speedy McDowell, Roy
Suggs and others apgrenticed thesm-
sehwes to Mr. Marmifisld and Mr Lin
codn Wesley and lalsr ook barber ex-
ams, passed the Stale Boards and
openead shops of thedr own. The older
barbers passed fhe arl of barbering
to tha next generation

Beautcians were trained |n
ECh thes SEme way &6 barbers. In the
early years soma wane forlunals 1o
attend the Madam Walker College for
Beauticians in Indianapolis. ndiana.
Inthe late 1830°s and earky 40°s, a fow
were able fo attend the Champaign
Baauty College,

Al iha risk of forgetiing an im-
pariant beaulician, suffics it to say the
beauticians formed an organization
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Ferd Werrdfiehif sy Marfwr Shop

And esventually united with national or-
ganizations. They learned tho latost
siyles each year, operated financially
succassiul shops and became promi-
nenl business women,

Prior to 1830 mos! of the “hair
dressers.” 8 lermm wsad in those days,
had shops in thair homas. They hot
pressed tha hair with irmn combs. Curf-
ing Irans, heatad an litfle gas burnars,
wiikr used 10 style the hair, Great skill
wias required 10 keap from burning the
hair. Woe be wunio the child that wiggled
al the wrong time, We kearnad 1o si
uilfe st

in the 1960's and 70's, at the
time of the Civil Rights movemeant, the
"Afro" natural style and the "Brald” be-
cama paputar. Many of the plder bar-
bers wiers nol able o cope, suflerad
financial decline and sold thesr shops
o wounger barbers and o baauticians,

Women and man incarporatad aach
oifser's Skilss and bath enterprsas anm
now flounshing.

Sciantific prograss, knowl-
edge of the composition of hair and
skin, and a degres from an accred-
ed school have anabled the beau-
ficlans fo transform the hair by
chemical process. Many have ex-
pandasd thalr shops 16 nclude mani
curists, skin care and the sale of
beauty products,

The arganized cosmetalo-
gist, as thay are refarred o today,
coniribule o scholarship funds and
generally suppod the youth af the
cammunity. We can all be proud of
e centributicns the Afre-Amarican
barbers and beauticians have con-
Iribuiled i thes community
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St Luke'’s Tabermacle Colored Methodist Epivcopal Chuarch, circa 1914-1920

REMEMBERING CHURCH HISTORY
THROUGH OLD PICTURES

By Reverend Roland Brown

An old adage of “A piclure paints a thousands
words” is appropriate [0 pictures that tell & siory of 8 ime
past that needs to be remembered and treasurad. Every
church has someaons wieo has kapt a pechere of thie churah
whan it was first started. One is this picture, | s a porrait
of the congregation of S Lukes Tabernacls Coloned Meth-
odist Episcopal Church anound the years 1914-1920, With
the halp of ans of our oldest mambers, Mrs. Rosie Shalby
and har cousin, Mrs. Myrtle Chatman, who had this pic-
furn, Wi can see soma interesting gems af history of Afr-
can Americans in Champaign Gounty. According (o Mrs.
ahelby and Mrs. Chatman, the piciure is dafed around
1914 io 1818 Baoth ladies recognize (he paston who wis
Reverand W.T. Whitsitt. Notice the cornarstons on tha right
hand side and the church building in he Background, This
is different than whal one sees in the buillding today

The families represented in the ploiure & many:
thiee Pickens, the Pettifords, the Mesbills, (ha Tedalas, the
Hopkins, the Mies, the Yakeniines, and the Abernathys
are just some of the famities shown, The fashions of the
fime are clearly noticed, For instance, during that time
“Mortar Boards™ on the women's heads were worm on
memhbers of the choir, Same of the woman had bonnels
which were woen by thoso who were on the Stewardess
Board.,

Betwean 1814£ and 1919, Fifth and Tramonl
Strests, where the church i looated, families of ltafian,
German, as weall as African descenl ware living in the
neighborhocd. Thaugh il was an inegrated neighborhood,
only Biack children attended the Lawhaad Schoal which

can be seen in the piclure as the (all buiiding bakind thi
church. Also during this time Tremont Street went from
Poplar Street 1o Sixth Street. The park, a5 wa sea it today,
was nof developed af that hme.

This plctura s one of many pictunes slder mem
birs havo that shaws the rich history of African Amearican
churches in Champaign County. Mrs. Shelby and Mrs.
Chatman are just tvo of many people at 58, Luke who hawa
pictures that they can tall a wonderiul story of the history
Young people need to read in order 1o understand how far
African Americans have come. It would be worth the fimsa
o s down A5 | did with those who know picturas of chiurch
history that pairds "a thousand wards"

WHO WE ARE...

The Champaign Courily African-Amenican History
Covrmities is a volanlesr commifiss undar (he Sponsovsiiis
of e Eavly Arrarican Muséum and Ithe Champaign Fark
Distnct. s the commiltes’s mission o gathar, chromicle,
and presarye the hentage that has been such an imegral
part of the estabishmend and growth of Champaign County,
Plaase help us pdss on your hislory fo the ehildren a0 01 will
never be forgotten. I you fave infarmalion you would e i
shara with the commitfes, plaase conmlact Esfalls Morrifioid
ar 2 73674585,



