S.I:{ e prmancipation, Blacks
In I"I1.1m|1.'n;qn County have
experivnced o fich and Frfenest-
Ing history. In order to sty
and understand their Bistory, il
is important to know Bow and
why the bulk of the Black pop-
whation arrived during this 100
vear period, The first wave
arriver] after Blacks were grant-
el thair freedam in 1865, The
mmecliata |:||'_.n.||'|.'-|||_|||- ||-_-r||_||r'
saw many Blacks migrating to
clifferisnt soctions of the coun-
try, haping o prowvide Better
ives tor thelr farrilles, Later, n
the early twentieth centiery,
Blacks migrated from border
and southern states (prinmarily
Kentucky, Tenmesseo, Missour,
Indiana.Mississippl and
r.-Emei:Il *il-'l.*l.ill:.' i- ||_|'\. 15! ||1|__=
intlustrialized norhern sacisety,
Since the primary mode of
travel was by train, and
[ |'.1mn:||g"| County was located
along major rallway routes,
Bih major migrations resufred
i Blacks deciding to reside in
Champaign County, To llus-
trate the change in the number
of Blacks in Champaign
County, the census shows thal
the “first wave™ of Black igra-
tion ilate 1B60% through 1880)
resulied in an increase from 48
Blacks in 186010 211 ir 187D
and 4&2 |I-1,-' L BAD |'||||||1-rI
trom 900 ta 1920, the number
of Blecks in Champaign County
fripled from 551 10 1,620,

BLACK HISTORY

BLACKS IN CHAMPAIGN
COUNTY, 1865-1970

Mg \-ill.'\,llilll. ant i||..'||||1q*r'\-_ ol
Blacks arrved in Champaien
County, they hegan to build
and gdevelon their gwh institu-
tions (i churches, businesses,
social groups, etc.). This hap-
pened primarily for o rea
sorts, First, many af the patah-
lishesd |nstitutions in
Champaign Caunty excluded
Blacks Irom joiming them
Second, Blacks migrated to
vstablish econcmic and social
fressclioemn; thus, separate instifu-
thons were not necessanly prob.
lematic for Blacks in
Champaign County

The church was a prirmsary
restilution for Blacks 1o achieve
soactal independence and wiahil-
ity. The twis earliest churches
in Champaign County were
Bethel A 8CE, Churh anc
Salem Baptist Church

Anather institution estab-
lished for the social welfare of
Champaign County Blacks was
Diawglass Community Center
Deglicatied an September 23
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1945, the center was founded

in response o social segrega
tian ane inadequate recrea-

tirial factlities in the Black

cormmunity.

Economically, Blacks in
l._|‘.'||'|!|'|.1i.._:_|'| L:|1I||'|r'_.' WERE midire
risstrictiod, Throwghout the late
ninefeenth and twentieth cen
turips, Blacks ware [imied
mastly to rallroad, domestic,
ard day labor. Flowever, same
Blacks were sucressful in estab-
lishing thedr own busingsses
and owning thelr own farms.
Far example, George W, Smith
ol Raymond Township pur-
chases] B0 acres of lamd aroune
1876, and eventually owned
437 acros. Biacks also estab-
[lshed smaller scale businesses
such as barbershops, stooes,
and cleaner

Fhe significant contributions
the Black community has made
tr the development of
Charmpaign County i svident
in all aspects of lile, The diver-
sity that Champaign-Urbana is
farmsmids for can be atributed In
greal part to i1s Black history,
Froam business, to ke anfs, bo
religlon the Afrcan -American
heritage is alive and thriving,




BUSINESS

Alshimenh Blacks i Charmgaign
Counte have alwars expperencesd
| et wrmncsmic apenrtunitdes,
an entrepnenrarial aginil continued
b sasrfare. especially 8 the fum ol
e CEntury Sl around Wordd
War il The fird des e has been
tlescribed a5 the “penod of indus-
friatl advancement.” and. as a
resull, Blacks emered 0 massi-
lacturing johs, Warld Wear 1i
broughl absout meore indusidal and
iechnological advancensent, and
alsn 3 shawtage of avallable Liwe;
s Blacks were ghvim a chance
in joix previoysly Clised io e,
Compared to the conditions that
thies had groven accustarmed m,
both of thise eras were appartune
fimees o Blacks to npem bus)-
s Some Blacks ware begin-
i, o seoure et paving pobs
ressdring o Moty eupaenrlable
e i Champasgn County's
Black communilies

Adthough the economic condi-
tiang af sarmie Blacks Improved
during these periods, (e overall

et i thevelopmsent ol
Charmgaalgn Coundy"s Blak corme
FriLimiibes s stagrant whien com-
pistrsel bo-wehilie communilos. Thie,
for Blacks who did oaain and oper-
abir bueingsses, the temuee wirs usu-
dlly whair o sEazonal Pl
el e The betinessess wede g

o o hormas. or places will ki
ovierlisail costs. For ewample,
same flack entreprensuns opwerat-
il fruilt and food stands in thie
sbimimer whilie athers operated cor-
mi ok, Laundries, and barkser-
shasps ot of thetr hames.

Cine exwample of a longlading
Wl & -imarreeed business that started
in e first thind of the twenitieth
cenlury was Van's Barber Shop.
Started in 1917, Van's oniginal
eanier, Mr. Wan Thamijson,
rernained sctively involved (nihe
harhisrshep well into the 1970
Although he received anly an
lghth grade education and had ho
il arbees tranming. A,
Thowrrigmos s shop proageied o
imany years in e hawsment of a
buillding bocated at 19 Main Street

Anathisr Black cwned business
with a lang tenure was Tinsley's

DOUGLASS

COMMUNITY CENTER

Blacks in Charmpakgn County ot
only suffered scomsnmic restriction,
bt experienced social swegregation
s well, In resporse fe having sep-
arate and inadeiuate cosrimunal
faciliiies oy Charmpasgn:Lirvhans
Bla b, the L'h.n.:r,'.hl

Corrermenety Conter was founces
it pprly 1950 MSamand afte
Fredlerick Douglass, the Cenier was
ksishett s the = MNeighborhoned
Hiouer™ wril] the &arly 19408, With
thee bl o gnaballer funds
and privaie donatkan
4 Py Iuﬂlih._'n.n
bl iy 1945 Since
beninring b the
19305, thae Do lass
Coammunity Centor
Furs net andy sorvisl
as a place for ecre-
ational auiblises
bt 2len g3 a8 -
tural e b ol
Charranigrne
Lirhana Rladck
COIrMPTUrly urviky,

cleanen. Chenig in 193],
Tirmslew s L lingmers weas onened and
aperabiel by S anel Mrs, Restoe
Tirsley, Somie af the 48rvices
aflerrid v |_||_'.1r||ng_ prEnling,
and alicratione. The cleanems ala
peoryichond 8 [LC] L amed cletinvery
widvECE Mo o Cuslrmmest. Tﬂhﬁ-lr L1
Cleer was in business onnd i@
chmsad s glewars in the aarly [970s

THE FAMILY

The rich hisriiage and traditkon o
Champatgn Cannty Blacks expands
beyoesd thee bosandaries of
Champadgn sl Urhana As e
bk 24 the postheliurm period
fafter thee Chell Warl, Blacks have
been a siinificant part of
Champalgn County's developmnt,
An examiple of 4 Black family
achievirg high satus bedone the
19006 1 Brcagid land s Smuth family,
A Than (e hunded yean agn
Cange Smiith, a0 escapst] sawe
from Tennewsee, migraled & cen-
iral Hiinods to become one of this
first Mlack Linelosners in the state
Starting with the purchase of ejghty
acrizs in 1070, Smith increased hiy
land holdings 16 fowr hundead thip-
iy s acres by the sarly 19008

The s and value of the
Semith Laril conihnusd o groww
thioughout the early 195005, Ay
b cheaith, his yonismest son, joln
Smith, took ovet the farrm and
increased ihe land halelings o
approsimuiely sis hundred acre.
Jeshn Sondtly il evtaied the tarm foe
alboud fory st before sstining
aind i i oot his sen Charles
in the 19300 Chales managed the
farmm pndil hes deeathy i 1968
Desiatte (8 Barm's activily declin-
i aitar Thi dearh af Crarles, 1he
Ll remabiningg ancestons of Geonge
Smith decidet] i ks the propery
v s r.nluh.. Thie darmily s pol
wnly comimiied o boeping the
Ly, bl ol duning She accom.
pislermds of thelr hidioey with
o] peoplhe i hopes of keeping
Lrecerge SMIER s temenclous
achiovermenis aloe,




THE
CHURCH

Thaimrdwwmd Pl Bwe chaerch
s s S8 5 pohiics . &0 Ll
e sl e dor Blaacks n
e Uit Bairs, Cetainly s
Wi Bl Cawe tor I'||.||11||,||!_'||
Couniy Black comimunilies
Champibgn County established &
ity anal [IFCIR AT S church ¢mir
miinity in he second hali of the
TR, @l combinued B0 grow ani
imeelnig welth the aeidition of reaoes
Chyire hess ihroasghoul the 190
T ool U earbiest predomingtely
Bl b o by bees honssdesd |
Champaagn Lownly wee Bedhel
Simc s Nt haoaedd |-r-"_|';..-;_'.;|!
L hiisen ann Salem Samas U Sarh
TP arlest record o Bhe (o
litg il Pothel AMNE Church dates
Back fo rhe Civil YWar pesioed of
1 %6 Jedpd. I the chuarrh's begin-
flral b rmermbers poobed tosethed
iurds to build a small bul lding on
Park Avenue. Abaul a decarde Laber
LRRTTN, the Chise i paerc haasiel
sl IETHE [IFTEeTT ang mosect 'I‘Ir_-
AT LT o i Tl_FF'L'.c"'\-h:“ ol
the O by wai gracual resopliins

i the building of 2 ness chin

L
TAGY. A this e clhyuecs b
cdider dial i by ot
Wt I inerease, il Wwas reecigded in
this 16304 thad Bettue] woiild e
rietrs . ANEr a4 long snd coursmit-
i efhart, & new and impeovesd
irihse] was dedicated in 1955
Bl has undesgonse camsidenahle
phal el change simce 1959, bl
v (rspnrtanlly, thae church con
tinuel o serve e many needs ol
It s anel the cwerall

{ Fanr | bbETY C RprT F:lj W TG

iy Fror pnample. poer thes yeuns
BartParl oLt sl & £ st b

s Peesdry, ldwary, & park wiarep
el Condo pay, and 2 RN

el e s ey aluandes ol

The prsert-day charch ko
1w Salem Mapeisl was foundod
sreainie] TAGT wnder the rarme of
Socond Bagtist Church, Although
i st chiich e dhawn in

e

e 107 05 it rmemibers dermon-
ur s P £ oamarniment o e
b uming 4 ieridegl ity ordil &
v CPaar b wan bl on East

L LArs Serme i U RaimEREEn

TRIVIA TIME

The chaench Femained
i MR il &
mame hanee o Salem
fagiis Chusch oocured
al 1w Deaginasing if the
190006 Also dursng this

teiE 4 now charch WAR
erachied ai 500 Fast Park

Strewt. Although the
rraitse wnel bulkding changse, he
church kgt @ religeous viseon by
wrving the reeds of s memhers
st e ouigakle of the chrch
The chadrch i conlimaal grosath i
ibelopmend neacher an apes
wilh (e busilifing of an educstion
Jreiuen iry Bhe |ae 1950,

Vithile Bethed amd Salem aeee
e ol e marlissE, sorme churchios
such aé Canaan Missionany Baptist
Church, lericho Misslonary Bapdial
Chureh, Maorninastar Freessd |
Raptist Church, SMoung CHive
Haptist Chiarch, Pesw Frissa
Wapitist Church, and 5L Luse's
CMWIE. Pilgrim Missionary Bapstis
Church and Chusch of The Living
(ool hawe sl cotributed o e
i it aned i ioprmend of fhe
. hampagn County Black

L I i o e

Trivia Question: Can you name the members of the 1957
Champaign Eagles Baseball team? Answers are on the right,
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ANMNLIAL AFRICAN-

AMEIRICAMN EVENTS

#L-LJ Dhry - sevoed Satundory in Acgust

#Aartin Luther King Celeboation -
Suralay on o hefore his birthelay
fharvsary 15§

¢ Dhguglass Senior Style Show - fourth
Sunday In Segiemiber

o Canlil o - second week in Agil

sBlack Read In - fire Sunciay
in Faliriary

aSumimees Fest - Salurday, June 17
this year

sCioatan Club - held in February (this
year Fely, 25)

sllack Expo WHCP - first weskend
bm Apiri|

sHlack Daliar - Labor Doy weslersd

WHO WAS THE FIRST 1IN
CHAMPAMNGN COUNTYE
Black doctor Alack dentie. Black
teachion, Black barber, Black business,
Black clty councitman, Black L af i
stuchend, Black halrdmesser.

We ame Interestar] in gathering infor-
miakion on “liris” in the Black hisiory

| i
!
z

PR e

of Champaign Cownby. f you have any
inforrmation you would like o shane
weith the Black History Commities,
presne contacl Barhara MoGes af the
Douglass Annex, 217.398-2572.

WHO WE ARE._

The Champaign County Black History
Comnmitiees, & volunieer commities
uhitler the sponsorship of the Early
American Museum and the
Charmpaign Park [isirict, & compiling
i histielcal pamphlet fracing Afrlcan-
American history in Champaign
Caunty. I i the commiftee’s mision
i gathwr, chroniche and presene the
buritage it has been such an inegral
pairt of the esibislement and growth of
Champaign County, These is informa-
Tbow thul nevechs I e recoehed befoe i
s ot foreves. We are asking your
twiljs We aiv intorested in proiures.,
dicusrpedts, newspaper Clippings,
scraphooks, family chmmicles - what-
ver vou Fave that would help trace
thi Black community in Champalgn
Cstnty froom 1865 (or befores) o 1970,

Cal hisftines can also play an
bty imgaortant paet i establivhe
irvg 4 link 1o the past. Plesis help s
i on your histony W the children so
it will never be forgoiten. B you have
ot n oo would bbe fo dhane
wiith the comminies, please comact
Barhara McGee at the Douglass
Aniven, 217-198-2572

Thee Clsampalgn-Lishana Convention &
Vienom Wiregs i prowd 1o proefuace i firs
[Inukigdh, e ¥ ears revslistter, 11 s of vitsl
IFgranEe 1D phEsenee our pat for futie
ierteridinm. This jv just 3 small bagimning
Wet lonk forecard o continesd imvaleemeni
weithy that Campaign Conentty Black My
Cowrvmiliee The Cormeenbuon & Yisioen
Burwas) i cormmited it Bes progec) angl we
aoygier v wwill Hﬂnw an v Thai
B CrETETEIY 0 g A o Sheakde we
WAE D e CoraTenly. Dol By cant do &
iy - fery st youer el

Ve weisislid Ll 313 IRARE St pivhes il
vislunaeerad thelr lime 1o make i
rrrslienir & meality, A apecial thanky s
gt o Buw Wigginion who devoted many
howrs of meseadch for this praject. 16 much
dpypree | b, -1 51 500



