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issued a pamphlet

The National league of liomen Vote 945 1
4 oduetion says:

Governnent and Our llinorities.

"In order to survive the postwar perlod of major difficulties
end adjustnments and to strengthen our position in tuling lecdership
tovard the just treatment of minoritiecs in other sections of the world,
we nust at this time fauce the problem and deternine the best course of
.ction to renove the sore spots of viserimination Tfrom our national
life. .... Our particular contribution tc the solution of the problem
“must be thut of finding answers to the question, 'How can government
=help to equalize opportunities for nincrity groups?'"
"It is racial discrimination which stands out tod:y as one of the
.. largest obstacles to the fulfillment of denocr:acy, both in the United
—~Jtates and in the world. ... Government should be and is concerned witl
JJustice. .. system of Justice does not insist that eitizens love éne
tanother, It does insist that all citizens have equal opportunities fox
fthe fulfillment of thelr cupecities.”

AS an uld to local leagues in undcrstonding the needs asnd prob-
lems of ninority groups in their cun comunities, an outline was cffere
for a community survey. The survey made by the Doelal " elfere Con-
nittee of the League of ‘jomen Voters of Champolgn County follows this
‘outline., It is a study of one group, the llegro, since this is our
largest minority groups, nunbering an estimated 3,000 in a population
of about 90,000, (exclusive of students at the University of Illinois).

.¢The survey considers six areas of community 1life: Iducation, Recreatior
.Health, Legal Status, iiconomic Opportunities, and liousing.
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ETUCATION
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Sources of information:

Cuperintendents of schools - Champaign and Urbana

Principals or Vice-principals orf Chanpaign Jenlor and Junior
High Uchools, Urbana Iligh ZSchool and Thornburn Junior High.

Prineipnuls of Llarquette, Gregory, Hayes, '.ebber, Luwheud, and
Willard elementary schools

School social workers of Urbsna and Champalign

cecretary ol the Board of l.ducation of Champaign

Junerous teachers in both tovns

uponsor of the Cha.ipaign - Urbana Ilindergarten iassociation

¥ . Soclial worlers

i Jepro citizens

-!r"f.'.'(f-l.-
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. Before beginning this phase of the survey we lnterviewed the
two superintendents of schools, who guve thelr permission for visits
~to cliss rooms und intervievus with principdils and teachers. Both

expressed their interest and offered full cooperation in securing
“-~dlltao
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In the two cities there are five elementoury and four secondary
| @ schools attended by both ilegro und white children. Two elementury
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schools in Champulgh, lewhead (first and second pgredes) and .1llerd
(third throurh ulyui UTJHLS}, are all ilerro. The 44 white children
living in the Gttendance districts of these tiwwo schools attend

Columbia, vhich has no legro pupils.

“There 1s a wide spread rumor that llegro children are excluded from
Columbia school because such a stipulation as made when the land on
which the school w's bullt wus given to the city of Chnmpaign@] Throurh
the courtesy of the secretary to the Borrd of l.ducation the will and th
deed to the property ‘erec examincd, and no such stipulation was contain
in then., 7There have also been runors that Lavheand and Lillard were nad
all-lierro by city ordinance. .ccording to the Board of lLducation such
an ordinunce does not and could not exist as it would be contrary to
strte education lews prohibiting discrimination or segregation.)

“illerd is overcroviged, perticulerly in cormparison to neighbtoring
nixed schools, as showm by the Tollovwiing tuble.

Srd 4th oth 6th
Lillard 37 35 30 30
l'arquette® ol 10 18 15
Gregory 14 20 29 -

furthermore, since the enrollment in the two second grades at lawhead
school is 55, it 1s anticipated there will be about this number of
pupils for the one third griue room at Jillurd next year, unless other
arrangenents could be made.

There are also rumors that white children are pernitted to change
to & school outside thelr attcndence distriet to avoid attending a
mixed school, but both school superintendents and the prineipals suid
that this is not the case. -

There are no figures on the number of llegro children in the
school systens as records do not indicate color. 1t is known, hovever,
that they constitute a 81l percentare of the total enrollnent ex-
cept in two of the elenmentary schools where the sttendance is about
equally divided (llarguette and lieyes) and in the two totally ilegro
schools (.illuré¢ and Lawhe:d).

[In Chanpclgn there are eight llegro teachers, all holdine positions
in Lawhead or .illard, two of them principsls. Their quelifics tions,
education, and ex;erlcnce are a3 high as those of the white te: chers;
in several instanccs they hold ii. A. degrees. Thelr sslary scule is
the sane «s that of the white teuchers. They &re nembers of the
teachers' professional groups = the Champeipgn irducation sissociation.

Une white practice teacher from the University took part of her
tr: ining at lowhead, by agreenent hetween the principal, the superin-
tencent, anr. the teacher., Nerro pructice teschers have wvorked in a
nived elenentary school in Urbana, in Chanpalen “enior Hirh, and in
Univergity lich. Urbana Iligh had tried to :ecure a Megro practice
teacher in musle becausc of his outstanding qualifications, but wus
unable to becuuve of schedule conflict.

\ There are no ilegro menbers on the school boards.

*Grides four anu s5ix share one room.




Nearly all the elementary school buildings in the itwo cities are
old, not well adapted to modern school practice, and the nixed and
all Negro schools share these fallings. They are kept in a state of
excellent repuir and cleanlliness Just as are the other schools. They
also have the sane equipncnt and the same secrvice of special teachers
in art and nmusic; psychlogist, and schcol sceial vorker. (One all legr
school, Willard, huas, hovever, bad physical facilities. The-class
roons are s:nell, particularly for the large number of pupils, :nd have
only north light. The halls, wh@ch are also snall, serve as recreatio
gpece for the chilaren on rainy days. There is no office for the
erincipal end no rest room for the teacheis. The basenment, used for
physical education classes, 1s so small that only part of a greup can
be accommodated a% once 80 that the physical education period is cut
to twenty minutes,

The playground space is very cranmped, with tite result that the
chilTren spill over into the street during recess periods. To reach
the school many of the children (in third through sixth grode) must
cross the railroud tracks at a point unguarced by gate or wutchman.
it lavhead (first :nd second prades) the children must cross quite
busy streets. Police protection was re;uested at the crossings but
has not been supplied. It hagc also been refused at all-white schools
where thoroupghfare crossings were ianvolved. ' It is a particuler
problen et lawhead, hovever, as the children are not old encuch to
serve us patrols.

In the senior and junior high schools the llegro students are
elirible for nembership in all clubs (girls' and boys' athletic
associations, language clubs, activity groups) and do join and attend.
The elementury schools do not have such orgenizustions. The Negro
students participate in activities carried on at school at the noon hot
#lso in the afternoon they participate in games, hoandicraft, dancing.
They take purt in stunt shows and in special essembly programs but not
in dranaties. They go out for athletics, and there have been outstand.
ing Negro athletes, who have won recognition both in school and in the
comaunity. WYhey attend swimming classes and have the use of the pools
at the same time the white students ddp (In the Urbanea high schools
they have hedd class office, the present president of the Freshman
class at the ienior High School being a Negrop (it Champaign senior
High they have held room offices.) (hey have in the past and are at
the present time serving on student advisory councils, elected by
the pupils themselves.) ‘they have been elected to such positions as
cheer leader in Urbana Senior lligh, where they have also been chosen
by the student body to resresent the school in national contests for
honors and scholarships, such as the Pepsi-Cola contest.) They are
mernbers of choral groups and orchestras, and their contributions in
both groups have received considerable recognition from the students.

As indicated by these facts as well as by observation of teachers
and principals, the reclationships betueen the white and llegro students
in most of the schools 1s good, a natural taizing of each other tor
granted., JIn one junior hirh school, however, there has been serious
tension bétvieen et least a portion of the two groups until the current
year. It became necessury to coll for police protection in the park
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Ethrouch which some of the atudenis passed on thelr rdturn home.
.ceording to the stateaent of the princlpal and of seclal viorkers,

ame rested upon both pgroups, neither sroup being always the appres-
or. ooelal vorkers in close touch withi the situation believed

that the llegro children felt insecure and unvanted. The tension

seens preotly lessened this yesr. There has been cnly one lncident
Min the school and only one in the park, each involving just two
individuals, /Locial workers reported that this year tliere seems to

be & pgreater Gecepilance of llegro students in the scheol as a vholg))
(The groups rcna;nkessentially apart, however, with no real shering

of nctivities) (llo ilegroes hold office here, and although they Join
clubs they renaln apart in them und are not integrated viith the group.)
\The FHi group (of Tlore Liecnomnies students) 1s the one outstanding
excention to this spartnecs.

v

Scholastically there have been some outstanding llegroes., Last
year at Chanpalgn Lenior High .ichool two out of six honor students
yith a 5, average were ileproes. Rocords in elerentary schocls show
that in some groups that the lesro pupils did nmuch better vorl- than
the white students. In other iastances Nepro pupils were foun? in
the average or bheloy uveragre grocup. One hirh school principal said
that, although his llegro students did not usuully appear in the honor
eroup, it vas not due to lack of native ability, as shown by inlelli-
gence tests,; but overcrovded home conditions and other fnctors not
conducive to study.) There have also been outstanding Nepro studonts
in art and nusic.

(Egrental attitudes have been a fuctor in relations in the nixed
schools. OSuperintendents anc prinecipals said they recelved many -e-
quests from vhite purents to trinsfer their children out of reguler
attendance districts to avoid atfiending a mixed school. One prin-
cipal emphuslsed that the vilte ¢ehildren in question were getting
elong very well with the Megro children in the group. (It wus almost
unanimously the opinion of the principels anc teachers Who vere
intervieved in the nixed elementary schools that the difficulty lay
«ith the parents, Ghat .he children aecepted eaeh other with case.
some llegroes felt that some lNepro parents hanpered the ad justnent of
thelr ehildren in the Secondary schools by fostering @ chip-on-the-
shoulder attitude,)

In four of the secondary schools the principals or vice-principnls
. reported that pareitel attltudes hed not constituted a problen, and
thet In muny inst:nces there was fine cooperzticn on the part of the
vhite parents ip achieving real integration of the llegro students in
school activitiss. There was only rarely an objection on the part
of the white rnirents to the use of the pools in the two senior hirh
schools by th: liegroes. .t the time the Cha'paign Junior Ilish was buil
there was mu:h protest on the part of some white parents to the
udmission o’ ilepgroes, the priacipal said. There was also an un-
successful attenpt to have separate lunch room ana other facilities
proviced ;9r the lcrro pupils. (There have been continuec protests
about t!2 inclusion of the Ileproes in the social life of this school,
but th se are lesscning, according to the prineipai




There 1is a cgmbined PTA group for the Negro schools, which
sends its representatives %o the central PTA Council and the
Council luncheons at the eranq Lincoln, _Hepgro purcnts join and
attend PTA in the mixed schools and have been elected ofliebra,J
One principal s:id very harlonious relations exist in her PTA, with
suppers prepared by the whole group. Other schools renorted that
when Iegro parents attended TA meetings they were ignored by the
iwhite parents,

| The three business colleres in the commnity, which are privately
oned, do not accept !lerroes,

; The Chanpeign-Urbana lincdexgarten ..ssoclation opérates at Dourlas
Center, a kindérgarten for four and five year old chilirem. It is
attcnded by both ilerreo and white children. 'The present enrollment

is 55. There are tuo trained tcachers, both Illesro, assisted by
students Trom the University of I1linois. louglus Center provides
the roori. The Ilinderparten ..ssociation pays the Champaipn Recreation
sssociation{which operates Louglas Center) for the he:t, ana peys

the janitor directly for his services. The ilindergarten nssociation
recelved §.900.00 from the Community Chest in the yecaur 1947-48, 'The
parents pay a fee of (3,00 a month per child, or :2.00 a rionth per
ehild AT more than one child from a fenily attends,

RLECILATI ON

Sources of infermation:

Lirector of Champaipgn Recresution sssociation
Director of licKinley YLICA

Director of YV.CA

Regienal field worker of Boy Scouts
Assistant directer of CGirl “couts
Director of liome Bureau

lJirector of Farm [ureau

Lirector of FHA

Lirector of Dourlas Center

Personnel in charpe of Crystal Lake Pool
S TPRFL N EPIET R - FYREES S T8 VRO R uhuhi.i:dl{’u wONoUL BOoOTU
Librarians in Publie libraries

soeial workers

Herro citizens

lembership in locul ch:spte-s of such national organizations as
the 3couts, 4H, Future 'lome liakers of isnmerica, is open to all
without resnect to ruce, creed, or color, in accordance with both
national policy and thuat of local lecders. There is an all-=Negro
cub=scout den end an ull-llepgro scout troop. Iilegro boys have been




invited to join the cub pack in the mixed Negro-white schools and
have occaslonally Jjoinecd and been well received by the other boys.,
The VNegro groups participate im all repgional scout activities suci,
as the scout circus, hobby show, pot-luck suppers (in which the
parents also participate)}, and have won awards. For the last two
years they have attendeé€ scout swamer camp, together with white
trocps. According to the regional yield director this new plan
worked very successfully., There was no friction between the two
groups, and soon 1t was no longer two groups but "a bunch of boys
carrying on activities together." One of the Negro leaders also
expressed satisfaction in the way the plan had worked out. EKEe had
the highest praise for the coatinued support given by ths regional
staff. ' :

The Girl Scouts have mixed troops in all the elementary schools
which are attended by toth Negrc and white children, Only in.Cham-
palgn Junior High School is there a separate Negro troop, There
1s also an all-Negro scout and brownie troop at .illard, the all-
Negro school, As with the Boy Sccouts, all troops participate in
regional actlivities including pot=luck suppers for the families,

In the past the Negro girls have not been permitted to atiend the
summer camp by a decision of the Scout Board, Plans have bsen made,
however, for them to attend with the white children during the

coming surmmer. - When mixed troops went to the roller. skating rink,
ordinarily closed to Negroes, leaders were able to secure pernission
frorm the management for the entire troop to attend, All scout leaders
reported the mixed troop a success, stating that it functions har-
moniously as a unit, not splitting into separate groups.,

Negro girls are active in the Future Home Makers of America,
g group which draws its membership from home economics c¢lasses in
the secondary schools, and have been elected as officers, The
gponsor of the FHA reported fine relationships within the groups in
all the schools.

There are no Negro girls in 4H clubs at present though two
years ago there was a Negro group which was outstanding in that it
was the only local group in which all members completed their pro-
jects. There was last year one Negro member of the 4H group in
Lincoln School, Champaign. She was the only member to complete her
project. There are in the community no 4H clubs for boys.

Jhe only YWCA in the community 1is the University one, which
is s8t up primarily to meet the need of the University students.
Negro students are welcomed and participate actively, serving in
the cablnet. The YWCA sponsors girls’ clubs in both elementary and
secondary schools,; University students acting as leaders. One of the
most successful of thess; in the opinion both of the school and of
the TWCA director, was the group of the Champaign Senior High, which
had both white and Negro members. By national pollcy the YWCA is
open to all and has worked actively for the elimination of discrinmin-
ﬂtioau
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The iic..inley Y=C/. does not admit llerroes to membership, by
policy oi the local board. INegroes do come to the building when
rroups to which ther Lelong meet there, They cre not permitted to
use the pool. Glembership in the Unive sity YIICA 1s cpen to liegroes,
who participat n programs and activities and serve in the cuobinet,)

The Urbana Youth Center is open to all. Partiecipation of llegro
young people wes ¢recter at first than it is at present. The Coun-
¢il running the Center was chosen fron thosc who petitioned to be
on it, but no llegro petitioned.

The advisory committee of the proposed Champaign Youth Center
pugsed & resolution that it should be open to all young people. The
cift of {1C,;000 toward the Center contained the stipulation that
no disciimination should be practiced., .hen the matter was voted
upon at Chempaign Senior High School and at University High School,
the students voted that there should be no diserimination,

In 1946 the lowrlas Gommunity Center was built with funds @onated
by the Comunity Chest anéd by privote subseription. It is in a pre-
dominately Nerro sectlion of Chumpaipn and is attendeé mainly by
Nerroes, <The title is held by the Chanpuigen Givic Toundation, which
leuses it for £1.00 a year to the Champaign Eeevreation hAssocliation,
vhieh onerates it. The association provides between {5,000 and 7,000
a year, Oslaries of the staff total {4,820 a year and muintenance
costs take up much of the remainder of the budret, leaving very little
for reecreational ejuipment,

The staff somnsists of a full director and & full tins assist-
ant who ulso :cts as secretary, and a custociaa., These positions
are held by ierroes. There 1s an average weekly c£ttendance of 1,000
to 1,200 pe-sons, tuo-thirds of whom are youths. The center offers
supervised play ror children from six to thirteen sn five afterncons
a week: risket ball, volley ball, and various clubs. In the evening
the Center is ovpen to adelescents for ball ganmes, dances, choral and
orches'ra groups, and club meetings.

.11 general asctivities sponsoréd by the Champaign Recreational
asvclation are open to Negroes, who &lsc participate in athletie
m-ets, ete. Their attendance at the surmmer programs in the parks
.8 largely at Douglas Park, of which the director of the Center is
the supervisor.

(The faclilitlea of both city libraries are available to Hegroes, )
The Children attem story hour and belong to sumuer reading clubs,
That Lthey do not come in greater nunibers was attributed by both
childrent's librarians to the aistance of both libraries from their
hoies. Champuiprn Library has a branch at the liarquette School,
which is used to a rre: ter extent by liegroes.

(The swinmin~ pool at Crystal Lake Park was opened to Hugroes
in about the midule of the 1947 season, the rirst oceasion when
mixcG swimning has talien place, ’/ The pool sersonnel reported that
they received both conmplaints about the nev policy and congratulations




upon it. There were no incidenta. The Negroes kept by themselves;
it was meinly boys who attended.

In the soft-ball contests for boys ten to twelve yesars old,
gsponsorsd by the Urbana Park Boerd In the summer of 1947, there
was cne Negro tean. There was one lMegro a regular member of the
Lincoln School team, and Negro boys occasionally served on other
teams if the regular members were not prasent, Only one Negro came
to the l"ield Dayv &t Carie Fark. Nepro children came occasinnally
to Crystal lake Park, using the awings and other play segulpment.
The recreational director was sble to draw only some of the younger
children into the pames and activitlies; the older ones could not be
. persuaqaed to Joln. The Negro childremn werg accepted as a matter of
course by the white children but some white parents compleined of
the presence of Negro children. The policemen on duty elsc com-
plained of thelr presence, although they watched over them a8 cere-
fully as they 4id over the white chlldren and treated them kindly.

\The bowling alleys end sketing rink and meny dance halls private-
ly ovmed, are cloged to Wegreces. Until recently all novie theatres
except the Co~ed required Negroes to git in certain se:tions at the
side or in the rear of tha_b$1ccnyg and there are still some attempts
to carry out this practice.

Some of the Negro leaders feel that recreational opportunities are
inadequate for voung pevple in their late teens and early itwenties.

HEALTH

Sources of information:

Superintendents of Burnham, Merey, County, Outlock Hospitals
Champalgsn<Urbana Public Health Department

Fresidsnt of County Medical Soclety y
President of District Dental Soclety

Public relations oificer of Carle Clinic

Business manager of Christie Clinic

"Social wvorkers

Negreo citisens

Negroes are admitted to all hospitals and clinics in the communi-
ty (Burnham, County, Mercy and Outlock Hospitals, Carle and Christie
Clinies). Carle Clinic does not make a practice of accepting Negroes
for maternity service eslthough it has done so on one or tuwo occasions.
The restriction was made because of the attitude of white patients
rather than sgs a matter of hospital policy, The prenatal clinic is
open to Negroes. All other services at Carle Hospital and Clinic are
open to Negroes on an equel basis, according to the official state-
ments of policy ané to the experience of Negreoces in the community.
Negro patients are also accepted irom outside the community.

There is no segregation in the walting rooms of hospitals or clinics,
Private rooms are available to Negro patieants. It was stated by Negro
citizens that in ths wards Negroes are usually grouped together,




A stste statute, the Clitles
hospltal section {171} that
ot must provide accommodaiions

i2d under thdse
ured psrscn
the present

tipulatez in I¢s
ishe
o

for apy sick or
in the city. Thls appliss tc Burnham E
time Burnham Hospital does 1ot accspt any patient, white or Negro,
for whose care payment is made by the T.ilinois Public Aid Commis-
gion (ald tec dependent children, the aged a2nd the blind) con the
grounds that the payument is lnsdequste.
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Speclal clirles, such as the Planned Parenthood and ‘eil Baby
' elinlcsy,have proporticnately large Negro attendance.

Nene of the hospitals in the community hes interns, elther
white or legro.

The only schools of nursing in the comnunity are at Burnham and
at Lercy Hospitals. MNeither has any Negro giris. Burnham Hospital
has stated offlicially that a qualified legro epplicant would he
accepted. .hen a well-kncwn and much-respscted white social werker
inquired about the admittance of a welli-gqualifisd Negro girl in whon
ghe was interested. she was given the name of a nurses assoclation
to which the giri might write. UMercy Hospital stated thet thsy too
sugpested out-cf-town training schools to Negro applicents. There
are kmowrn tc be three Negro glrls in the community at present who
would like tc enter nurses training.

There is no Negro physician in the conmunity at present, although
one Negro practiced here until hls death & few years agce. He was
pernitted to attend his vatients at Mercy and at Burnham Hospitals.
The Cities and Villages sict, referred to above, provides that all
Physiclens recognized as legal practitloners by the Staie RBoard
of Health shall have equal privileges in treating patiente in any
hospitel established under the Act. This appllies to Burnhamn. The
staff at County Hospltal 1s appointed by the County liedicual Society.
From a list of volunteers five physiclans serve at one time. on a
i three nonths basis. The Negro physiclan never served on the staffl
at County Hospltal. The Negro physlclan was a.member of the County
liedical Society, which has no color qualificetlions for meanbership,.

The number of physiclans who accept Negro petients has not been
precisely deternined, but many do o - gome in office hours and some
‘at speclal times. They also make home visits for liegro patienta,
liany Neproes expressed the opinion that they recelved excellent
‘medicol care in all hosnitals ond elinies, and fron private
Iphysiclans who accepted thelr cases.

} (Dental care 1s a problen to the legroes, There are no Negro
dentists in the community at present althourh there have been in
fthe past. xn8 far as the committee could learn, only five dentists
gﬁcceptiﬂegro patients and some of these only outside repular office
thours. ) The oral surnery departument at Carle Clinic, the only dental
Egervice &t the Clinic, ls open to ilegroes, and they do rio there for
care. The president of the District Dental Scclety said that the
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peciety is concerned about the problem and has discussed 1t. He
also stated that nany of the dentists would Gccept Negro patlents
if white patients did not cancel their apnointments when they found
Negroes in the waiting room, Membership in the Digirict Dental
Society is open to Negroes; there are a8t present several Negro
menbers rom other communities.

The dental examinations of all children 1n the public schools,
under the ausplces of the Champalen-Urbana Public Health Department,
were carried on at Lawhead and Jillard, the two all-negrc schools.
Tie principals reported that follow-up care 1ls belng provided for
the children whose families could not afford to pay for this.

The public health nurses carry on health education in Lawhead and
Jillard schools, as they do in the other public schetols, They do
much health education, particularly on the care and prevention of
contagious and infectious dlseases in connection with their visits
in Nepro hqnes.

A nore definitive survey would be needed to glve a complete
picture of how adequately the health needs of the Negreces are met.

LEGAL STATUS

sources of information:

State's Attorney - present and past
Clerk of Circuit Court

Lewyers and Judges

Soclal liorkers

Negro members of the community

Iilinois has had & strong Civil Rights law since 1885. Amend-
nents have been passad from tlme to time for further implementation,
the last in 1937. The law prohiblts discriminstion beceuse of race
or color in places of publlic zccomnmodation and amusement, such &s
eating pleces, stores; theatars, skating rinks, rest rooms, and
all public convepances,

Offenders are subject to both civil end criminal action. A
public officer or employee is subject to dismissal for violation of
the law,

It also prohibits any public officer or smployee of the State or
of any county, runleipality, Park District, or State Unlversity
from denying to any person, on account of race, color or religion
the full equal enjoyment of accommodations and facilities of his
gervices or of any property under his care.




The penalty for violation of the law i3 a fine of {25 - $500, la»
W W B
prisonment of not more than one year, or both. (Parggraph 126}

The State's Attorney is responsible for the enforcenent of the
law and the prosecution of cases even when suit is not brought to him
by individuals or groups. (Paragraph 188 e). It is the duty of the
sheriff and of the police to investigate and secure evidence of any
violation of the law, end to make compleint against the offender
(Paragraph 128 4).

Community practice counforms with the law in public conveyances,
stores, rest rooms. Until recently it has not conformed in eating
places and in movies, where Negroes vere required to sit in certain
sections. ©Skating rinks and bowling alleys are closed to Negroes.,
No instances could be found, in the last 27 years, of the state’s
attorney or police teking the initlative in investigating violatlons
of the law, indicating that such action 1s not expected of them by
the comnmunity.

Since 1940 only three individuals have flled complaints under the
lew, One involving discrimination because of cclor in a nmovie
theater was settled out of court. A criminal suit involving dis-
erimination in an eating place was dropped because the witnssses
refused to testify. In a civil sult involving discrimination in
a restaurant, the jury found the defendant not guilty.

In the last two years the 3tudent Community Interracial Com-
mittee has brought to the attention of the State's Attorney discrinm-
ination against Negroes in some restaurants and 1n movies., Thess
violations were handled by the State's Attorney out of court. Dis-
erimination is no longer practiced in these restaurants, This in-
cludes all the campus eating places and some down-town. Other dowun-
town restaurants still refuse to serve liegroes or give them unequal
service.

In the movlie theaters Negroes are no longer required to sit in
cortain sectlons although attempts are sometimes mafe to sffect
such seating,

Both white and Negro cltlizens have said that police heve searched
the homes and persons of certailn Negroes without search warrants.
There also seems toc be a custom of holding “suspicious® persons far
the allowed three day health (veneral dlsease) examination, which in
some instances constitutes a misapplication of law. However,
"suspicious” white persons have also been searched without a warrant
and held the three days. The practices do not seem to have been
directed only toward Negroes.

There 1s one Negro member of the Champaign police force,

There are no Negro lawyers in the community at the present time
althouch there have been in the past. Vhite lawyers accept Negro
cases and, in the opinion of NWegroes who were interviewved, put
forth their best efforts in the clients' behalf. Negroes may be=
come nembers of the local bar association.




One highly reputable and responsible lawyer and some Negro
ecitizens stated that juries seem sometimes to be influenced in
decisions on the importance of civil or criminal damages when one
or both parties lo a Negro.

On the whole there has been no criticism of the Jjudiciary,
which 1s considered by both Negro and white citizens to be Just
and without prejudice.

] In the period from 1940 through April of 1948, accordins to

' the Clerk of the Cirecuit Court, 46 Negroes have served on petit

! juriess The record of jurcrs who have served does not state race
or color of a juror, hence these flgures are baged upon the

. recollection of the Clerk. according to the statement of the
Clerk and of a former state's attorney, there have been six Ne-
groes on grand Jjuries since 1940. Statements of former state's
attorneys indicated that in the periocd from 1920-1940 Negroes
had served on petit juries from time to time; but infrequently
upon grand Jjuries. The Suprems Court and other appellate courts
have reversed verdicts given by juries from which minority groups
consistently hed been excluded. :

In this county, jury lists are made up by the county super-
visors, For the grand jury panel they submit the complete list.
There is no drawing by lot. For the petit Jury each supervisor

. subnits & large number of names, from which the Jjury panel is
drawn by lot. The coroner selects the coroner's Jjury; lNegroes
do serve from time to time on this Jjury.

ECQNQIIIC OPPORTUNITIES

Sources of information:

Local employment offices

Union officials

Pecastmaster, Chempaign

Postnaster, Urbana

County Clerk

Older Negroes long resident ln the community
Younger, skilled Negroes

Negro Veterans

Factory owners and personnel managers

In attempting to ascertain local employment opportunities faor
Negroes, we set up a sample list of 62 occupations requiring all
vairletles of skill end education, In checking this 1list we found
variation betueen the pattern in the community and that at Chanute
Field and at ths Unlversity. Since the Unlversity employs over 6000
people loeally, its policy will be reported separately. Chanute
Fleld, which 1s also a large employer of local labor, will also be

1
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considered separately.

The opportunities in the community fall roughly into four classi-
fications when considered in relation to Negro participation,

l. Jobs in which no Negroes are employed at

' present ==eew--- 36
That is: no Negro, no matter what his training or
experience, will be hired locally as a bank clerk,
a novie usher, a store clerk, etc.,

2. Jobs open to Negroes in certain limited instances ~ 10
That is: one factory hires machine operators solely
on a basis of skill; there is one Negro policeman,

one mall carrier; one business firm employs one

Negro clerical worker, etc., Two manufacturers hire
Nesroes, on an equal basis with whites, as drop forgers
and machinists.

3. Jobs open for limited and/or segregated work -- 12
That 1s: employers look for Negroes for certain spec-
ific Jobs which are carefully delimited from other
Jjobs in the same establishment or are the only hired
work done on the premises: dish-washing, cooking,
steaming and pressing, maintenance work, etc,

4, Jobs open ebsolutely on a basis of skill --- 4
That is: a qualified Negro will be hired to work
at the same jobs with whites in unskilled construction
vork, in street repair, on railroad maintenance work
and in grain processing.

Another view of the sltuation is obtained from the policy in
local unions, (There are 35 A. F. of L, trades unions represented
'in Chanpaign-Urbana, None of these formally bans Negroes, but in
actual practice only fourteen unions accept them. Each of these has
sone Negro nembers.> They are: Bakery and Confectionary lorkers,
Blacksmiths and Drop Forgers, Bullding Service Employees, Electrical
‘orkers, Grain Processors, Hod Carriers & Construction ‘/orkers,
)Machinists, Ilail Carriers, Glove ./orkers, lluniclipal & County
Employees, Truck Drivers, Hotel & Restaurant Employees, and two
‘railroad unions = laintenance of ./ay, and Firemen & Oilers. The
one Negrec pollcenan, in Chanpalen, is the only Negro vorking for
‘the nunicipalities except in non-skilled work.

Certaln changes occur. New opportunities open: the telephone
company has two Megro switch board operators for the first time this
year. However, there are {zwer opportunities now than in the past
for Negro waiters.) The jobs considered in #2 (open to Negroes in
limited instances) may be increased or decreased at any time because
their number depends entirely on the individual employers.




| A certaln number of Negroes manege to support themselves by
practisins various =kills and trades within the Negro community,
dealine exclusively wlith Negroes. “here are, for instance, Negro
printers and carpeniers and beaullclans. ) This only inuicabes the
variety of skills existing within the community; it does not mean
‘that there i1s real freedomn of opportunity in these occupatioans.
‘There 1s a Negro plesterer who works for white bullders, and there
118 a cleaning establlishment owned and operated by a Negro, serving
whites and Negroes.

Ia an effort to decide whether this strict limitation of
employment opportunitles refiects a lack of sklill in local Negroes,
we look to the University pattern. (éhe nonecademnlic and ctudent
enployment offices accept applications regardless of color although
they note it;j>Then when any division of the Universlty -~ office,
burcau, etc. - needs aviorker it applies to the employment office.
The ultimete employer may reject applicants on the basis of color
though the nonacademlc office makes an effort to place as many
Negroes as 1t can. | There are Negroes vorking for the University as
stenographers, clerks, assistents in the library and laboratories,
mall carriers (4), food handlers, maidsd, leaf rakers, and maintenance
men, |

The University policy in hiring academic personnel is also
. jofficially non-discriminatory. There are, on the local campus, four
‘Negro academic appointees, research assistants. The Negro housing
problem limits the possibility of securing the sexrvices of Negroes
or professional rank.

Chanute Field, during its peak expansion, hired many Negroes
for skilled work, solely on the basis of skill. There were sten-
ogrephers, clerks and technical instructors as well as kitchen
help and maintenance men. There were promotions in this group.

. That these two employers find lccal Negroes to perform skilled
land semi-skilled work proves such workers are here,

Another source of information 1s the experience of local Negro

weterans who received Federal support money because they were tralned
o perform work which they could not get bedause of their color. Thus
2 man trained as a carpenter received assistance for himself and
children because union membership was barred to him and he had not

the capital needed to set up for himself. An incomplete 1list of
veterans in the community l1lncluded men who were qualified as barbers,
office workers, experts in aviation, diesel englnes, electronilcs,

A fourth source of information on qualifications and training is

8 1ist of other local Negroes who have not been able to find viork
in keeping with their skills. This 1list, like the other, is not

g thoroush canvass of the community, but it includes persons from

18 to the middle fortles, persomns who range from high school grad-
ates to M.a.'s, They have worked in the Army or prepared &t school
or University for skilled occupations which they cannot practice
locally. Some are, as a result, dolng nothing; some are washing
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dishes; scme are practising their skills in Washington, Chilcago,
'%zyton,

gi; is sometimes asserted that Negroes and whites caennct be
1] [, that they cannot work together 1ln the same office or shop.
fhe experiences at the University and at Chanute refute this; there
i@proes have vworked with whites efficiently and amicably. The

laces where certaln community employers take Negroes on the basis

P 8kill heve had similar success, The personnel msnager of a large
ical factory which for nine years hes employed white and Negro
eratives was interviewed. His comment was: "There isn't any
ioblem in having the two races work topether. If employers youra~
flly try it, they would find that their fears are groundles_“'

e

‘The president of the Central Trades Council, A Ba of L., de=-
Bred that the Illinois Federation of Labor 1s 'n faver of the
inciple of non-discriminatory employment, that it would back fair

iIployment leglislation which would be equm1 v applicable to manage-
mt and labor.

-tors
«pers

drivers
len & oilers
_—gwitch board operators

4, Open on equal basis 4

street laborers
"+1l1lding laborers
~ad maintenance laborers
~aggors
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a§gmple list of community job opportunities for Negroes -- Jamn,, 195¥3;J

1. No Negroes employed at present,

36

ce workers

sman

1 workers

ountante

es

cierks

‘maclsts

storage workers

neers

uctors

ganiths

oil salesmen

leater ushers

heater cashiers

painters

pholsterers

iire repairers

elegraphers

3wer bullders

dlastic workers

manufacturers

1k drivers

is drivers

ain dealers

t & veg. dealers

rminators

anitery haulers
hers

handlers

{partially rechecked == May, 1948)

2. Occasionally open to
Negroes by certein
employers 10

garage mechanics
policement {one)
confectioners

waiters

ice manufacturers

shoe repairs (one shop)
mail carriers {(one)
machine operators
blacksmith & forgers
factory electrical workers

3., Open for limited and/or
segregated vork 12

barbers

teachers

steamers & pressers
boot blacks

cooks

dishwashers

porters & Jjanitors
domestic helpers
laundresses

truck drivers
firemen & oilers
switch board operators

4, Open on equal basis 4

street laborers

building laborers

rallroad maintenance laborers
graln processors
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HOUSING

ces of Information:

Survey made by Champaigi County Housing Authority 1941
. Director of Champalgn County Houslng nLthority
Attorney for Chanpaign »
b Acting Director of the uhampaign'Urhana Public Health Dapt.
Substitute aActg. Dir. t "
Sanitary Engineer
Fire Prevention Offlcexr Champalgn Fira Department
. Fire Chief ' Urbana -
Superintendent Bulilding Constructlion Champalgn
Commissicner of Public works Urbana
Panmphlet I Substandard Housing of Champaign Urbana, Illinois.
Prepared by the Regilonal Planning Commission of Champaign
County for the use of the Citizens Houslng Survey Committee
" Association of Commerce, Urbana
Soclal Jorkers
' Negro citlizcns
Direct observation of substandard housing and interviews with
sore of the tenants,

'ﬁbmsing in the Negro community 1s a sorry picture. Many of the
ts are not paved, becomlng mud holes or dust bins with varying
ther conditions. ©Some streets have no sidewalks.

glthough there are many vacant lots there is great overcrowding
fiin the homes., Social workers cited as exsmples: 21 people (17
ddren) occupying a six room house, and a famlly of 7 children

| a mother occupying & dark attiec room, which served as a thorough-
6 for a family in an adjoining room, and which wes over a rooming
i8¢ for men where drunkenness and brawls were common. XIven back
1941, before the housing shortage had become gevere in the com-
ity at large, the Champalgn County Housing Authority's survey

wed that 110 out of 587 Negro dwelling units were occupied by

e than one family group or had lodgers, although 67% had only 1
2 bedrooms. )

CNow the shortage 1ls so severe that sheds formerly used as coal
ns or other storage places are now used as dwellings, and flimsy
* paper shacks have been built out of odds and endﬁ;) From ocne to
ve of these makeshift dwelllings can be found in the rsar of one

811 lot, At a Beach St. address 18 individuals (12 of them chil-
en) occupied 4 shacks., On Beardsley St. 21 people occupied 5
cks, served by one outside privy. The lot was so small that the
icks were almost touching. At a Dublin S5t. address 4 famllies (7
ﬁﬁdren} occupied the maln house and shack in the rear, with one
Edoor privy. There are blocks on Beach, H1l1l, and Oak Streets
ere clusters of shacks are found in the rear of every lot.

e talked with a mother living in one of the shacks, She, her
Igbend, and 6 children occupled a 3 room shack, the rent of which
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I8 $17.50 a month., The rooms were so tiny that double beds nearly

gre the stove pipe passed through the old splintery boards there
only a small circle of tin to serve as fire protectlon. There
o closets or cupboards.)\(iater had to be cerried from an ad-
g house; there was no provision for disposal of waste water
than to dump it out of doors{lhln spite of these handicaps,
ther and two youngest children, the only ones at home, were
clean es to clothes and person. The mother said her husband
ng $40.00 a week, so thai they could afford a better place
® 1f one could only be found, \Life was very difficult there;
ldren were restless and querrelsome because they had no place
and couldn’t sleep at night with sc many packed in one bed,
ldren stayed away fron home as much as they could. Formerly
d had a house "with a real bath room™ so they found it very
to got used to living like this. (It was elmost impossible to
the place free of vermin and rats, which gnawed their way
Mgh the boards of the shack. ) (Soclal workers, too, told of

des where the bables had continual sores from being bitten by
pats at night.)

ot only the shacks and sheds but many of the regular houses
n a condition hazardous to health and safety, The Housing
ity Survey of 1941, previously referred to, studied the 587
in the community occupied by Negroes, It listed 83 dwellings
it for habitation and 222 in need of ma jor repairs., Taking
(940 U 8 census figures for number of dwellings in_ﬁhéxfﬁﬁ’ggfigs
iled by white people, theé survey figures show that 10% of all
b dwellings was substandard, whereas 74% of the Negro housing
ubstandard, / According to social workers and others familiar
Ithe area, conditions are worse than in 1941; more peopls  _
jdéd into unfit dwellings, more condemned structures occupied.)
Werage rent for these dwellings 1s 525 - $30 a month, tho
*un as high as $50 a month,

ention has been made of the outdoor privies in the shack
ples, but it is not here alone that they are found. (In 1941
hanpelen County Housing Authority's survey showed 3803 dwellings
outdoor privy and no bath.\(The Public Health Department esti-
8 that this figure is now about 300, but the existing privies

Bod by a much larger number of individuals, due to overcrowding
mes and erection of shacks in the rear of homes, Many of these
es are but a few feet from dwellings. The Public Health Depart-
receives "almost dally" complaints about the condlitions of
gies, According to sanltary codes enacted in Champaign in 1941,

ln Urbana in 1945, every dwelling accessible to a sewer must
g at least one toilet and sink., If no sewer is sccesslble and

8l conditions do not pernlit construction of a septic tank, a
gtary pit privy may be permltted on written consent of the health
prity. It shall not be nearer then 50 feet to a dwelling, sireet,
y or cistern, There are further regulations about comstruction

ed them, so low that the hat of a person 5'2" touched the celling.>
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P maintenance of sanitary conditions, but no reguiremeat as to
plodic inspection, The paua'ity for ordinance violau:ion 1s a fine
.a*’ - $200, colleutible by the Plumbing Inspector in Champaign or
am ssioner of Public orks in Urbana. In the pamphlet Substandard
i8ing of Champaign-Urbana, prepared in 1938 by the Regional Planning
mission of Champaign County under the Chalrmanship of Prof. Karl
mann, there is the following statement: "Out of 100 privlies re-
tly inspected by the Champaign Urbana Ilealth District, at least
pof them were found to be faulty in constructlon and maintenance."”

Fhe sanitary engineer of the Public Health Deépartment said that
I3 as in 1938, very few of the existing privlies conform to the
® regulations on construction and malntenance. It is only re-
bly that there has been conformance with the clause about se-
lng written permission from the health authority for the con-
iction of new privies.

jecause of insufficient personnel to cover his many responsi-
¥ies, including regular resteurant inspectlion, it is not possible
the sanitary engineer to maeke periodic inspections of the outdoor
fles, but he does investigate all complaints. He stated that

i vpry recently one obstacle to enforcing the sanitary ordinences
‘repiacing outdoor privies with flush toilets was ths inadequate

} of exlsting sewers, which resulted in the backing up of sewage
_'__homes and streets after a heavy rainfall, The Fanitary District
Just put in a new lnterceptor sewer, which, 1t 1s hoped, will

@dy this condition. The question of where the responsibility far
sevage system lies, with the Sanitary District or the Clty, has
‘been settled.

he spot maps of the Publlc Health Department show the highest

_ ence of tuberculosis and other communicable diseages in the
standard and over-crowded areas, both Negro and white. The
artment considers such areas health hazards both to the occupants
 to the rest of the community. It has the authority to condemn
dlings, but considers it imposslble to exercise this authority

n there is no place for people to move.)

As far as the committee could learn there are no city ordinances
phibiting the use for dwellings of such structures as the tar paper
icks and converted sheds., The pamphlet prepared by Prof. Lohmann®s
imittee, to which reference has been made, states, "The obsolescence
i dilapidation of hundreds of houses in these towns indicate that
3gent regulation or the enforcement of them, or both, are at fault.
nsluerublou of tae bullaing codes could ve undertaken with ad-
itage for local housing, keeping in mind possible incentive to

D8 ir maintenance and to demolition. Among other things, the code
tht include some statement of minimum standards of decency with
Bpect to housing.™

The fire departments have the authorliy to require that certain




fitions constituting fire hazards be remeldied, such as inadequate
g@ction sround stove pipes or behind stoves, Investigations of
jandard structures are m=de only when a complaint is received.
partunents stated frankly that many hazardous conditions exist
e never brought to thelr attention. Although theoretically
g chiefs have the asuthorlty to condemn and requlre vacancy of
ture, this authority 1s not exercised because it has been

hat the courts do not sugtain the decisions of the fire de-

 Superintendent of Building Construction, Champaign, and

doner of Publie ‘orks, Urbana, also sald that many structures
upied are not fit for human habitation. Apparently, however,
werted shacks and sheds do not fall within thelr province.

ek of sufficient standard housing was offered by all cliy

(@ls interviewed as the chief reason why nothing could be done
fthe occupancy of unfit structures.

8 recent comnunity wlde city planning meeting the speaker
ed the high cost to the entirs community of substandard
high cost of fire and police protection, hglher taxzes for
:yt of the community because the taxes here are low, high
I 111ness because contaglion 1s no respector of boundary lines.

i;-uastign remeins, ".Jhat is being d;;g%%f_ﬁ;ﬂgiicallv no new
ings are being bullt in the Negro ¢o Yo It is almost Im-
dble for a Negro to buy or rent outside a restricted area, partly
Be of the device of raising the rent or sale price to a Negro
o The commnittee learned of 7 subdivisions in the community

ve res%rictive covenants stating that the property cannot
dd or leased or "permltted to be occupled as owner or tenants
y person not of the Caucasian racgpﬁ) These, a8 verifled at

ce of the County Recorder of Deeds, are Unlversity Downs and
Club lanor in Cunningham Township; Elmwood, Garden Park,
ry Club lManor and Harvard Place in Chempaign, and Greencroft
outsids the city limlts of Champaign.

f'-

ienty of the 40 temporary houses erected by the Champaign County
Authority for veterans were allotted to Negroes because the
8t housing shortasge was found among the Wegroes. The Housing
ty holds title to a rather large tract of land norih of Brad-
pfvenue from the Illinois Central Tracks to 6th St. It had hoped
4] to erect here, with federal ald, low cost housing for Negroes
fhites, like the housing in the nearby cities of Danville and

yUT o

fien we asked the Champaign Chember of Commerce who in their or-
zation was particularly interested in the slum clearance aspect
16 city planning movement, we were told that no one was. In
nper artlicles descrlblng meetings and activities of the city
ing group there has been no mention of plans to improve sub-
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jpareas, except in ore instance.

5—market and labdr supply here. ”he survey has not been
ed, but in a prelininary statement, James Downs, Jr., Presi-
[ the Corporation sald, "Champalgn-Urbana®s housing problem
8 a major project for state or federal ald. It is too big
dvate capital to solve successfully... The Comumunity needs to
8 full-scale housing progran to handle e problem it thus far
ly compronicsed with,” (Champaign-Urbana Courier, April 18,

talking with Negro citizens the committee learned that, of
pjects considered in the survey, the inabllity to secure a
iplace to live was of greatest concerm to the Negroes.

peommittee recognizes that this is a preliminary survey, anml
ich more information is needed in each area. In accordance
phe League policy 1t is a factual report and does not attempt
psent attitudes, The committee hopes that the survey will

88 a basls for further study and for community consideration.
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