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Go to the people. Live among them. Learn from them.
Love them. Start with what you know. Build on what they
have. But of the best of leaders when their task is done,
the people will remark:

“We have done it ourselves”

Chinese poem

Taking seriously the need to do work which
benefits the local area, we engaged in discussion
with professionals servicing clients in the North
end of Champaign. These individuals armed us
with a short list of community needs which
included: teen center, grocery store, more youth
activities, and a community center sponsored and
run by those living in the surrounding
neighborhood. We initiated this project during the
fall 2007 semester. During this short time, with the
help of with representatives from the City of
Champaign, we identified two possible locations to
carry out these needs. We were constrained by
resources; hence we chose to produce this
document which identifies art murals in public
spaces. The following booklet illuminates the
creative impulse that has shaped this area through
the years, as well as outlines the key moments in

Champaign’s North End.




In making this pamphlet, we spoke with many
individuals who live and/or work in the North
end. Overwhelmingly individuals referenced the §
important life events they experienced at Douglass .’
Park and within the facilities that are at the border &
of the park. To this end, an art walk would fail to
be significant without acknowledging the various
forms of art and social activities that have

occurred in this space.
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Douglass Park and Recieation Centerx :

The Doug/am Commmunity Center or Neng[?orbood House

“Blacks 1n Champaign County not only suffered 5;,-

economic restriction, but experienced social

P v

segregation as well. In response to having separate § %)
and inadequate communal facilities for
Champaign-Urbana Blacks, the Douglass @
Community Center was founded in the early 1930s.”
(http:/ /www.praitienet.org/years/douglass.htm)

The center named for the scholar and activist?
Frederick Douglass was rebuilt in 1945. o

Several hundred persons gath-  of its founding. Reading from the  Greg: of the advisary board.
ntd i Doug ass Park Commu- left, scated, are Mrs. Helen Hite, Standing are R. M. Scott, chair
‘nity Center, 510-12 E. Grove director of adult activities, State man ol the advisory board, and
IT,S:. Sundav afternoon o com- H([l Cormeal, Davis of Chicagos  James E. Jones, director ol the

nemorate the seventh anniversary \hr speaker, lnd Mrs. 1. T. center.
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/o Bauglass Center show a success
DPU"'}—‘) Crsr\!“l L‘il: r'l. rear, !i‘Fl 'l'G Tlghf, Diﬂ!\a p\b"

Grove, held their Style and ram and Darlene Kelly, and !

Talent Show from 3 to é p.m. front, left te right, Nancy |

Sunday, to raise meney fo Buchanan and Dorcthy Ab-l
i
|
|

buy sewing machines and  ram, entertained. Mrs. Ma- |
other eguipment such as  mie Jackson directed the
cheerleading suvits for the  show. |
girls and drum corps outfits. i

Douglass Center is the only|
recreation center in Cham-;
paign - Urbana for Black |
youth. Above, several of the |
models were, left to right, i
Barbara Adams, Linda Jack- f
son and John Smith. Below, |
mqmg grovp the Four Ds !

Nov 20, No year given




(which includes the park, center, and annex) has

been an indispensable to residents in Champaign’s 78
north end. Residents have participated in various ."\§
artistic and recreational activities which include, but _
are certainly not limited to, African and modern Y

dance, football, vocal and instrument lessons,
karate, basketball, roller skating, reading activities,
computer skills, and various other games.

Additionally, the lives and hard work of school

children and adults alike have been celebrated in this

space. In the meeting rooms, during activities, and __
during the annual Champaign Urbana Days

reunion, people recall feeling connected to the area &

and speak of this area with great pride.

DAY CAMP TO START
AT DOUGLASS E w]’ ﬁ

’le;ht,glzh! ) oot
Day Tamp will be held from
Monday until Aug. 8 for children
ages 5 to 13.

The purpose of the camp is
fo supply .a complele and ex-
tensive recreational experience
at no cost for the youlh of
the community. Activities will
include arts and erafts, music,
swimming, sporls, skating, and
one trip a week to places such
as Lake of the Woods and the
St. Louis Zoo. Booker T. Ford
is the director of the camp.

June 11, 1969
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door roller skates for Douglass pect
(r" ter. — la I i
I na
ow, owner of the 3 th
!k':n‘"-l:‘:l.’}: in. Cham-|’, anc fo sell tickets lo th
“A few weeks ago, |930C¢ Ford will distribute ti
directbr of the €S '0 be sold in the nor t
#

Bruce Neshitl hborhood ¢ \ ;.1';(‘.7]-.
patrolman, and |PUS Broups will also sell tickets,
discuss what could Bartholow said, Tickets will also

a Champaign
I met to

be done to help the vouth in:°° distributed Lo various sers
the mnortheast neighborhood of ]C‘:" groups.
! Two local bands, The Nickel

Cim*epa'::n ” he said.

oo and . Ry s

sarthilow aald Fard Sdicited 1“.!.,_ dr]n: ‘Lf.lrlu and The Sensa- |
T}(m'".\.\ Center has an inde -y ]'u" agreed to play for |
Jouglass Lenler has an INGOOr gne-half of their usual fee, Eddie |

baskelbal]
for rolle

which is ideal jand The
but that funds provide three
purchase
$14.50

Sensafions will also
s dancers. l

available to
The skates cost

T3 N

North

Eroups, i _':

husiness

has offered
bands to
Monday

donate |

sou!
aurant
and lo

twa

resi

all receipts from the dance to
the Douglass Cenler Roller

Mar 23, 1969

Jul 19, 1972
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Six “'street |ibrarian;” who from left, félanda Dor-:cy,
dance and distribute books ~Audrey Keaton and Patrick
throughout the community, Steriing, wear these celarful
are a new service at the Doug-  costumes and pull the “'Roli-
lass Library. Three of them, ing Turlle lerary

{ull of

“ Books and materials for youna

children. The six are in the
Neighborhood Youth Corps
program.




This recreation space was hard won and those '
supplying activities in the space have had to be
constantly vigilant to ensure that resources and 2

activities remain present. Community groups have
(and still do) debate tirelessly with the Park District, &5
other city agencies, and the university over the %

growth, development, and use of the park area.
During the sixties and seventies, coalitions between

University of Illinois programs and the center

provided students free visual arts and music classes,
a day camp program, and funds for the purchase of
skates. These connections were often short, for a

summer or semester. In the late sixties, many serving e

in leadership positions wanted what current =
university professionals are still arguing for: a long
term collaboration between current U of 1
professors, staff, students, and residents. Long term
collaborations may alleviate needs such as space,
understatfing, different activities, and monetary
resources.  In addition to collaboration with
university affiliated individuals, as early as 1973 there
has been a call for coalitions between other agencies
serving north end residents such as the Urban
League and local ministers. Quoting former center
leader Nate Dixon “If all of us in the community
knows exactly what the other is doing, I think we can
reach a lot more people.”
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| he said. “Now that's going to be
“I know that the only thing tough job to do. But I

8

that keeps the park district from o do it, hecause 1 wanled lo|

getting on the way with the know exactly what is going on. |
Douglass Center Addition is the | Making sure that contractors
'k of reereation tax funds,”|comply with the alfirmative ac-|
he zaid. [tion ordinance of the park dis-
The park district last year triel is very important to the
recommended a hike in the ree-| community.”

reation tax but voters defeated| Dixon said that the park dis-|

the measure by a narrow mar-|trict has received several grants
gin. The park districl conceiva-|that could be atlributed to com-
bly could build recreational fa-|pliance with the affirmative ac-
cilities buf would not have the|tion clause of the requirements.
money 1o staff them | Several federal grants are ap-

“Some of the kids who par-|proved enly if the park district
licipate in our programs have complies with thsoe require-
problems. And, unless someone ments, H
takes interest in these kids,| “The federal government is
those problems will get worse,” | keeping tabs on moneys, nowa-,
Dixon said. “I'm willing  to|days,” Dixon said. And they,
make the best of it and take would rather keep spending that,
that interest in the kids.” money where minority is involv-
Affirmative action i

cu-!l {
Dixon is also affirmative ac-! Douglass Center is a  focal
tion offlicer for the park dis- point for black youth in the
trict, lL‘I_lan1pajgn Park District area.

Sudl Uy Wik uis ceuler,

“This is where they [ind their
identity,” Dixon said, "We have
g0 many people in our programs
we can hardly take care
of them. There must be s
thing people like around heve,”

me-

Dixon, his wife, Cora, and
three children live at 108 E.
Bellfontaine, Champaign.

Jun 2, 1973
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" at the downtown center
She asked why U yark 4
1 would continue operation

¢ Center but npot the

do own center
Commissioner  Powell told
her the downtown cenler Is
funded by the city while the
C Center location is already

owned by the park dis et
Commissioner Donald F
Bresnan commended the senior
citizens for having spoken oul
Tuesday night before the coun-
cil. which changed 1ts vole
to fund the center. sl week
the council voted to award no
funds 1o the cenler. 1t would
have meant closing the center
by the end of July
Commissioner Richard Davis
Jr. togk the apportunity to re-
mind the park board that mem
» hers of the black community
also has been trying 1o speak
out on the Douglass Cenler con-

June 27, 1975
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receive @

warking
5. He
the fir director the
mont unit, Before that he was
director of parks and recrea
tion of the Streamwood Park
District.

been

he
for about three mo

of

, 1975
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Resident’s stories of interaction in the park area
provide us with hope. Individuals working in this
area provide us with knowledge and strategy. We are
called to action, to build the alliances so many
working in the agencies have proposed we do. Hope
because we understand the function this area has
served and hope because we come to realize that this
historic landmark will continue to supply future
generations with community based and supported

activities. Aug 5, 1973
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Trudy Over Jrui was one of
four Douglass Senior Citizens
who modeled Llo‘h.ng in a
style show Sunday at Douglass

._VCE‘H'N.'K‘_ Members of the senior
cihizens group organized the ond annual e Wednesday
: DO annual ¢linic v e(dnesday
ea and show, with Dona Mec- through S rdav at ] Not1cr
‘J«mzn- as mm:ior of the style }: g g o \ o _.r pEcis-. 4
b “?v and Sara Scolt in charge ass _Lommunity Cenfer 1n
¥ ke tea. Lhampaign.
Morning sessions will be held
from 10-11:30 each day. Former
Jul 24,1973 University of Illinois football
slar Tab Benneft ori rinated the
camp last summer I w
, — . n( ill
:..gju;;;;.s.ié-_,:n again be managing thc -u_-w;i(:nc {
ay enrer i o FEey “
as @ Ix.:.-n_‘ than 300 youngsiers par-|

31\';._ s Center of the Cham
‘- (\ ] “I \(.d

paign I’J l’l‘~ rict, 512 E. |
(u __ :.::mp:::_r.'?_ will }:-..-_'.-._- l ersons ereste (1 in register- |
thi (:“',I.'. iy sl ing for me (:..‘11.' should contact |
LIS 1all and winter, atla . - N % ol |
| Sports - relaied :4.(’Ii\i“ic~ will ?\]‘.‘..(js I;‘I\nn .'“” the Center a[i
g : uld 14, ve (356-6122) or Bruce!
;‘n- .n.u I] g foothall, “powder Nesbitt Irove -x-.;hhl...,i or Bruce
'1‘1]' foot 11.111 roller Ql-\. 1'III” vesbitt (: 333-706 )) at [”t‘ U Ofr
{hockey, basketball. karate. mix- I Student Services Buildling for |
i(,d and \wmpn 5 wllmlntl further infor ‘mation.
! es {
ey B Jenkins, former Cham
g W 1 1 .
Afr lr-*'z} ar t’ mod¢ I:nn(';'i:::: paign Cente m‘“i] ‘\Hmlom dll(]
: il © il J‘l(t'ltplll iy ( {k 1 ‘}
iclasses and arts and rafls ember of the 1gnt-
| courses. ) R ing Ilini will be head instruc-|
tor. He will I 3
" . 2 G e Ass] ‘n(t’l b\ I]-
WED SEP 11 }9:’3 Lm co-captain Ken Braid, t;}_.m!

end Tom Mullen and other team
m mr\h{ '“s !
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Martin Luther King fete |} 1yqy0]agg Center
Shttiday at Douglass

aee || 1A

4 day Ty 10

- long celet

ry“approve

The pre
ared oy Da gt
5:1: l n_jr wil tion and the (
SRORETAL O Rt nity Choir directed by

ford Afre - 2

e
% Summerville, Speakers will be
Center in Ch: 3 Ly

the Rev. Ed Reddick, assistant
irector of Operation = PUSH
d Prof. John Higeinsen, from
cord- the  history  department at the Ch
Narthern linois University in and*the Champaign Park Dis
DeKalb. There also will be a trict

An § a.m. serv
the day. The service will b
highlighted by several re
ings of Dr. King's spee
A continental breakfas

twi

will be offered. dramatic reading by Ernest The eouncil, the City Manager fominecs I _”"‘(',“_(""""“'I'. P
A special children's program Height. | B Warren B. Br -\In_ng'., r..-'-.nm Human .‘1......n_.1. iy 1

is scheduled for 2 p.m. Safur- Martin Luther King Day has | mendation, E‘g.’.'-‘x“'-‘ﬂ 'w:llllrl § lr{l

day alternoon. The  program been proclaimed by officials over 435,000 1o h-'lr!.u{.drrf,‘i‘{f“h.,

sharing funds wiich
designated for use in bull
v library facility The 1

will feature twu fiims, 1 Have ‘of both Champaign and  Ur
a Dream” and “From Monl- ~bana,

April 4, 1969

Improved Culture Project

FELAPR 41969 . |
For North End Children

vapady i But all agreed te a second|culture is, not even black cul
nanent com-|imeeting of the committee, ex-iture.”

ultural en-|tention representalives, and in-| “Blacks need to understand
in Cham-|sturctors in last summer’s Pro- musical mmstrument and how
Find were grams lo determine what kind tp read and stage a play before

ight in ajof 'PT “:ipR"cw"zi igg’g” inthey can develop a genuine

) d residents 'the réal knowledge of black music or

I:::l.'i the University of Illinois! Extenlion representatives said theater.”

Division of University Exlen-/they tentatively had considered

ision music, visual arts, dramatics, |, . vifies pvidently will be
“Our major problem in thejand dance as componenis of f;\miERJ APR 4"]969

past has been that there has!a summer project of the area. — ————y

Thursday

meeting between area

A major problem in providing

lass Ce {does not have

theen no carry-over,” explained| Last summer's program in- e :
{Booker Ford, director of Doug-|cluded instrumental and vocal|F%%™ fo accommodate such pro-
| lass Center, imusic as well as visual arts |SY@m$ as IMuSic .}"S_’“f:m‘ 'r'“!
| “People come here and set|But only the visual arts program (10is¢ from recreational activi-

up activities, such as music les-|was successful because it was| ¢ would be distracting.

];-.-.m. for a certain peried oflcontinued through the year,| Schools in the area probably
|TFThl', then leave. The kids natur- | Ford said. i will be available in summer but,
jally feel disappointed, especially| “The area needs this kind of Ford said, many "}'ﬂ_’j“‘n do
'those who have developed an|committee to make sure that|not like the idea of going hack
interest, so someone must seelsuch programs are brought in|to school for such activities.
[to it that these things don'tion a sporadic basis and that| University facilities also are
end with summer.” : {they relate to needs and herit- | available, bul they are too far
University Extention mem-jage of the black community,” |for children to walk and trans-

1bers seemed somewhal skeptical |said John Lee Johnson, a com-|portation always has been a

'about their relations to such|munity organizer for the Com-|problem.
{a committee, and many detailsjmunity Service Center. | A multi-purpose facility to ac-

|;spparcnll_v will have to be wark-| *Right now most people in/commodate all such activities

ed oul. - ithis area do not know what|sistill in the discussion stage,
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in painting, drawing and ceram
Yes, and a large number of North
¥ind pre-leens and teen-ager

song for voice,
instr
sion

partic I.[‘-.-.Iui In les
piano, chorus,
menls, |
instruments and guilar
Extension Artists Taught

Instructed by a six - member
geam of arlists from' the Uni
versity of Ilineis Division ol
University Extension in Art, and
assisted by university sludents
{n the Volunteer Illint Projects
program, children in the Doug-
Jass Center classes took [ield
{rips to area farms and repro-
duced what they saw in draw-
ings and ceramie sculplure.

165
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Their {s'{ilj:'-‘[‘-, including wa ‘I'_Ii\_“-:\-[. was co-ordinated by lo-

ter colors, tempera colors
masks and ceramic plggy
banks, were displayed over lhe
summer at the lllini Union and

The elasses, taught by Vir-

i
i
L ir i
E Wt 1 =1
CXiri o
i ' I
nite Yy & 0d i L
5 z ati. 00 UNe q0La
1150 ! i
4 I'si 1 = eOUt
~.
Exipr

usic, the equip

¥ in the Worth
used during the da)
in one of the community's ele
mentary or junior high schools.
Perring said a North End
commitiee is setling up a Pro-
gram in which neighborhood
teens and pre - teens will use
andl

ment will

End to b

the equipment afternoons,

adulls in the evenmngs.
Instructors for the guitar
equipment will come from the

\black cornmunity, Perrino said.
| For the summertime Ppro-

gram, music teaching in Lhe

North End, which had beet go-

ling on a minimal basis with

funds from the Urbana Park

cal jazz musician Tony Zamora.

Members of Zamora's Jazz

band, all experls on their re-
Spec tive instruments,

| children up o junior, high havelginia BEssex, art instructor Hi!ria_\":-‘. and Fridays, They, 1lke

 begun, and will_get under full|Franklin Junior High

SWing next week. 04 Champaign, are being held from’are free of charge and. require
'LI to 6 p.m. Mondays, Wednes-|no equipment

fltinue ine

instructed | said,

e ————————

Oct 6, 1968
.| \ i T wiL
| Michas e el b

nion BUliditgE,

Ihe North End hopes to cons

chorus on a year-round
DEasis.

The music phase of the Doug-
lass Center program Aalso sent

20 North End youngsters te the

Ulinois Summer Youth Music
Program at the U, of I cam-
pus

1

“his is the first program like
this the kids have been able
to do," said Ford. “Especially
where they've been able to show

loff what they've done.”

“1 was very pleased with the
program. Il has opened many
avenues and many doors to kids
who would never have had the
wce Lo do this kind of thing
because of lack of money O
opportunity.”

Now al Douglass Center, Forr
arts and crafts classes fe

n

School in their counterparts last summer,

11
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When inflation  forced the Raoy Williams, was jailed on lass Annex, a nearby building
park board (o scale down ils one occasion. when he alleged- "1 if formerly housed a grocersy
Douglass Cenfer plans, a long- ly interferred with workman store
running fued was touched off  at lhe coustruction site Plans for continued operation

.

Delwesn

park board President

Pickels also roamed the sife ,,[ a libe

ary branch in the build-
ing also erealed some
[roversy.
However, the Champaign
Public Library board decided
last November o move
branch, at least temporarily
into a donated building north
of the park that  previously
served as the office of  the
Dec 8, 1976 Champaign Asphalt Co.

con

the

._‘1_




In their film, “ And the Beat ,
Goes On: the Spirit and the oy
Legacy of the Douglass For Ty
Center Drum Corps” (2000),
authors Nick Green, Brian sppear al the )
Mitchell, Jay Walker, as well as | miie o e v o

are seeking funds through

Coreyawn eadibaalaa JKpafr | jeoor milctatios, car wathes
the center and through a smal

CObbS and 1\/[11{6 Jones concessions sland izt ‘I)f‘!]gi;h;"

Park.

Douglass Center leaders un

document the prOfOUI’ld nywnced the drive Thursday.|
Persons wishing to make dona

tions may send & check, pay-

impact music had on creating | U me s o check p-

. Drum Corps to Douglass Com
Communlty munity Center, 801 N. #th St
in care of Bookcer T. Ford

. 53 directar.
prlde . Members of the organizations
range in age from 3 to 25.
Johnson is leader of the

corps.  Alis

€<

a feeling of

. . leads the dreill tea

(http//WW*WWIHUIUCCdU/pf . Both the drum corps and all
girls drill team, organized near-

Iy 16 years age, have won firs
essroom/drumcorps.htm) place awards on many occa:|
sions in state-wide and a 3-state

evenis, in Indiana, Wisconsin
and Illineis !
The team won first place in

Peoria as the Girls Drili Team
N 1 al an Elks convention, The drum
T T | 1 ¥ 231 -4 a1 ~r . i — 3 3
'ii; : é~é-u'? :; ““i:ul corps won  firs place in the
i - : Pals Day Tarade n Chicago
with other organizations from
bring out-of-state competing. The drill
Drum | 1 team won second in the compe-
Lityon. i
T waon 1 .
s Aug 29, 1960
or L .- al L W
o M I Tillm £ -
h \ B ' fi
Sh y
" ¥ They wert
to I 1a) hiseein; _]U.l 19, 1968
n N City, leaving [o
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drum up interest m restart
ing the corps. “And the Beal
Goes On: The Spirit

Lepacy of the Dot

ter Drums Corps

shown at noon Saturd
Boardman's Art Theatre

Uhe publie s invited

Ity Patterson’s idea to
make ihe documentary. He
and Kimberlie Krantel, ont
veach conrdinator at WILL

AM-FALTY, are the execu-
tive producers of “And the
(ioes On,” the third

project of the Youth Media
Workshop, The two direct
the workshop, which teach
es media production tech-
miques 1o economically
diverse Alrican-American
students from Champaign
Urbana public, middle and
high schools.

For the 25 -minute docn
meatary, the vouths inter-

if you go ...

What: Youth Media Work-
shop presents “And the Beat
Goes On: The Spirit in the

tegacy of the Douglass Cen-
ter Drum Corps,” with sup-
port from WILL-TV,
Innovative Ed Censulting Inc.
and funded in part by a
grant fror the lllinois
Humanities Counsil.

When: Noon Saturday.

viewed three former mem-
hers of the Drum Corps, a
former drill team member
and a young man who many
hope will rejuvenate the
Drum Corps. The vouths
also helped put logether and
wdit the documentary

The all-male Douglass
Center Drum Corps and all-
female drill team started in

Where: Boardman's Art
Theatre, 126 W, Church St
€

Tickets: Free

A guestion-and-answer
session will Tollow, and peo-
ple appearing in the docu-
mentary and the student
producers, among them Bri-
an Mitchell, Nick Green and
Jay Walker, will attend.

the earlv ‘30s. Over the
vears the team had various
leaders, amoeng them Milton
‘Butterball” Norwood,
described as a real show-
man

“Ile was a big, heavyset
euy who could move like he
weighed 10 to 15 pounds,”
recalls Bud Johnsen, a tor-
mer Drum Corps leader

wpearing in the doc
y besides Johnson

ume

are former Drum Corps
leader Jesse Ratcliffe, for-
nes member Terry
Townsend and  former

maijonrette Linda Tarnbull.
she remembers that their
poing to the 1968 competi
tion in New York was “like
poing to Hollvywood.” She
haid never left Champaign
h(‘t.‘!l't".

In New York, the drum
corps campeted against 346
other groups from through-
out the United States. "Not
onlv were we intmidated by
them,  bul we were
impressed hy them,” John
son recalls. Townsend, who
describes their win as unbe-
lievahle, recalls CBS News

Please see DRUM CORPS, D-6




Continued from D-1

anchorman Waller Cronkhite
taiking about them on the
cvening news and a state-police
escort from Indiana back 1o
Charmpaign.

“It was like we had won the
NCAA Final Four,” he says.

The documentary ends with
Lee Duncan, a charismatic
voung man who many hepe will
revive the Drum Corps. A for-
mer Chicago resident, Duncan
recently  graduated from
Urbana High School. He had

| begun plaving the drums when
| he was S; he was a leader on the

instrument at his Chicago mid-
dle school. In “And the Beat
Goes On,” Duncan says people
have lo support the Drum Corps
and the children whao want to be
part of it

“Support 15 evervthing,” he

| sHVA.

Pattersan, now  associate
director of the African Amert

| can Studies and Research Pro-

gram at the University of

Hinois, would agree. “It's a
dream to get il going again,” Pat- |

terson said. e said Ratcliffe is
perhaps the only consistent
aspect of the Drum Corps.

The documentary shows him
outside Douglass Center, pound-
ing away and blowing a whistle
in his mouth.

Around him youngsters drum,

tao.

“The main thing 1s the drums
are in horrtble shape,” Patterson
said. “They have a lot of them,
but, again, thev're not all usable,

“The quads has a screw that
pokes Lee in the gut, and they

don't even have bass drum
aticks. Some drums are too big
for suinie ol the kids who want 1y
get involved The equipment is
outdated, but the spivit of the
music s there so people will do
it anyway."”

The Douglass
Center Drum
Corps under
the direction
of Bud John-
son wore mil-
itary-style
uniforms as a
result of his
experience in
the U.S. mili-
tary.

Early Amerncan

Museum,/ Duns
Haskins collection

As a scholar, Patterson, who
has a doctoral degree from the
Ul in educational policy, suid he
is mnterested in Douglass Park
and Douglass Center und the
many acitvities that once exlsi
ed there inaddition w the Drum
Lorpa

He and Kranich plan to have
the Youth Medin Workshop
make s more extensive docu-
mentary on those. Toward that
yoal, they are applyving for a
3250000 mrant




- ) ) ttke THamas AWiLLTY
lesse Ratchife, centar with white hat, teaches diunnmni / p ] i il W

Lchiffe, vhite hat, te: ning to youngsters at the Douglass Center in Champaign. Ratcliffe
appears in the Youth Media Warkshop documentary ‘And the Beat Goes On! N ‘

T —— .

DOUGLASS CENTER DRUM CORPS

.Douglass Park

The annual Champaign-Urbana Days occurs the
second Saturday of each August in this park
(http://www.praitienet.org/years/calendar.htm).
This celebration 1s earmarked as a homecoming
event in which families reunite, eat, and engage in
events such as the basketball tournament hosted
by Sean Williams and the fashion show supervised
and managed by long time community member
Linda Turnbull. The most recent park celebration
was highlighted by a shift in activities and actors.
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Many weekend
events planned
for C-U Days

- FOOd Sh oWws a harbecue cook-off showcasing
! ¥ v ir

_ local purvevors of the specialty
gar‘nes Hdes meats. Mayor Jerry
! Schweighart will be the judge

W | I ] be Q‘f‘fered of the cook-off, which starts a

2 pan.
By PAUL WOOD “The car and motorcycle
News-Gazette Staff Writer show features antique vehicic
CHAMPAIGN — Family ties and gets more popular
and community bonds have vear." Steward said.

Kappa Alpha will pres-
ool and community

sizzling Greg Bacon and The
eric DJ will provide music.
he final dgv will feature the

wed touy

I'] “T1

Clini¢c Van, :
3y .

titioner Voluntee

ie Clinic d the

il
: v volunteers from the
Public Health Department, will
be there at the Douglass Com-
I Center providing

1g [ree

school health exams to unin-

sured children, free immuniza-
tions. and assisting uninsured
[amilies to.sign up for the state
KidCare and FamilvCare insur-
ANCE Programs,

Also this weekend at Dou-
glass Park and the larmers’
market, the Anti-War., Anti-
Racism Effort will have infor-
mational banners and leallets
marking the anniversary of the
United States dropping
weapons of mass destructicn on
the Japanese cities ol Hiroshi-
Z40), This vear is different, v ma and Na;:aqa}\i, Aug. 6 and &,
scholarships and awards, 19435,

left instructions in his will.” You can reach Paul Wood at {217)
Ourna-  351-5203 or via e-mail at

.., and  pwood@news-gazette.com.

ent. and each participant

A

ment from 9 am. to 6

Aug, 2003




5th and Park Mural

Angela Rivers, Bennie Drake, Fugene Britt, and

L K
-, >

donated by community members. In cooperation %
with the City of Champaign, Angela Rivers initiated
this project to provide area youth with an = 4

opportunity to create art and to provide hope to all

who viewed the mural. Both Rivers and Drake

selected the mural site because it was close to their

homes and near community churches. After o .

choosing the site, the wall was sandblasted and the 3
artists proceeded to transfer initial sketches onto the &

wall. The sketches were then filled with paint.

Angela Rivers holds a position at the DuSable

Museum in Chicago, Illinois. Fugene Britt and
Bennie Drake still live in the Champaign Urbana
area. Drake is still creating artwork using masonite,
acrylics, rendering with pen and ink. He describes his
current works as a “mind game”, illuminating the
evolution and continual changing nature of life
objects.
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Douglass Park Sculpture: Fredrick Douglass: In
Remembrance

Sculptor and musician Preston Jackson lives in
Ilinois, spending a majority of his time teaching at
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and in
Peoria at the Checkered Raven Gallery.

The following is a portion of the artist’s statement,

taken directly from the Champaign Public Library
website:
“This sculpture is an archway piece — it is a
two-way door that symbolizes a gateway to both the
past and the future. The door, which is central to the
piece, is in a fixed position, neither open nor closed.
The bar-like structures in the door suggest
confinement of some sort. Dualities in symbolism
and thought abound. At the very top we see storm
clouds and a menacing-looking black tree whose
branches pierce space like bony fingers searching
for a hangman‘s rope. It also suggests the
impending Civil War and the events at Harper‘s
Ferry, events which occurred during Douglass'
1 1 f e t i m e : ”
(http://champaign.org/about_us/douglass_branch
_library/douglass_sculpture.html)




Mural: Booker T. Washington School
Shauna Carey, Art Teacher at Booker T.
Washington, describes the project in the following ;

way:
“The mural was painted with a group of eight 5th
grade students as an enrichment project in 2002.

The kids decided on the images and events that i
made our school unique. I drew the mural with

their input and they painted it. We worked once a [
week for about a semester on it. A parent suggested 'y
the quote from Booker T. Washington and it fit with [§ |
our school philosophy so it seemed the right quote

to use.’

22



Staff at the Don Moyet’s Boys and Girls Club have
worked with students over the years to produce
four different artistic projects highlighted in this
tour. Artists are area youth from Champaign,
Utbana, and Rantoul Illinois. Three works are
exhibited at the club. Another is exhibited at the
Douglass Center.

Upon entering the Don Moyer’s the ceiling or
“Tile art” is visible. Members paint tiles that reflect
a favorite pet, animal, activity, or even their names.
Fach vyear, more tiles are painted, filling the
corridor of the main hallway club members

frequent.




“Continents” is another project found directly to
the right before entering the gymnasium. Art
therapist Morris Mosley and club members
produced this wall art in 2006 according to staff
members. Continents are made from wood and
decorated with wvarious multi-colored cloths,
painted versions of masks, a pencil drawing of a
Trojan horse, animals, fish, and pottery.

Current staff at the Boys and Girls club are not
certain as to who the artists of the large mural
(found in the gymnasium) are. “Gymnasium
mural” appears to be crafted from bright colored
acrylic paints. Individuals are shown playing
basketball,  shooting  pool,  working  out
mathematical equations, among other activities.

[ ] [
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