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Sal.em Baptist: 

'Rev. Moore 
Accepts Call 
To Pastorate 

• i The Rev. A. B. Moore of 
,iuskogee; Okla., has accepted 

i~ call to become pastor of Sa· 
llem Baptist Church in Cham-
• laign. NnV n' 9 1 

The Rev. 'Mr. "Moore, pastor 
,f the First Baptist Church in 

PawhUSKa, Okla.. was born in 
Georgia. His father was a mini· 

. ster for 50 years. 
The Rev. Mr. Moore, a mini­

l'Ster for more than 25 years, 
,holds AB and DD degrees from 
!Paine College and Gammon 
tTheological Seminary, Atlanta, 
,..Ga. He has done additional work. 
at the University of Tulsa in 
Oklahoma, . 

He served as pastor in Georg­
[ la, Texas and Arkansas before 

taking the pastorate in Okla-
:homa. 
t He served as president Clf the 
lDistrict Baptist Training Union 

. !congress in Arkansas 'and serv­
'ed as instructor of many courses 
in Christian education. 

The churc~ Ut~s GJh IWitb'but 
;a permanent pastor since the 
~ev. A. T. Rowan resigned to 
[accept a pastorate in Ohio, in 
fSeptember. The congregation 
~Friday night voted to call the 
.He\', Mr. Moore as the new pas­
',tor. 
l The Rev. Mr. Moore is mar· 
'ried and has two daughters. One 
fof the daughters is married. The 
other is a student at St. Luke 

[

Presbyterian School of Medical 
Technology in Chicago. I, 

He is expected to begin his 
duties here about Dec. 29. 
. - . .... ... . - - - _. 

l Baptists Will i 

l! Instal Pastor 
; The Rev . A. B. Moore will 
' b installed as pastor of Salem 
Baptist Church in ceremonies at 
3 p.m. Sunday at the church. 

I The Rev . Mr. Moore became 
pastor of the church early this 
year. He and his family are 
I moving here thls week, from 
' Muskogee, Okla ~p' i r~ J~r 

Installation message will be I 
by the Rev. H. E. Morris , pas- ·' 
tor of the Shiloh Baptist Church, j 
Tulsa, Okla. About 35 Baptist 
ministers, state and district of· 1 
ficials are expected to be here I 

r from out • of • town for the oc· 
' casion. 

Dr. J. Alfred Wilson, presi-, 
dent Of the Baptist State Con­
vention of Illinois will instal the I 
Rev: Mr. Moore. Dr. Lester T. 

, Phinnissce of East St. Louis, 
lmoderator or the Wood River 
. Baptist Association, will give 

&.be charge to .the pastor. 
The Rev . Oliver Williams of 
anville.lVill Jive ·the 'char&~.to1· 
e church. l - . ~' ~ I" ,..:: 
The Rev. rCecil 'Webb, who 

erved as interim pastor here 
and has since become pastor of It 
.the Union Baptist Church, Dan· . 
ville, will preside. . 

Dinner will be served to the i 
loot - of - hlwll guests prior to 
/the program. Music will be by J 
:the Salem Church's combined I 
khoirs, directed by Mrs. Callie 
IEskew. 
~ David Sayles is chairman and 

~
MisS LucWe Clark is co - chair·t · 
man for the installation serv-
ice. ' J 

. ~~ ... _ 0- • 1·- .. . .. -- ... -

Salem Dispute: 

Church Votes 
On Pastor 
The congregation of Salem 

Baptist Church is to vote on 
whether or not to "rehire" its 
pastor, the Rev . A. B. Moore. 
the subject oC an injunction in 
Circuit Cou~.oV J [ 1~5 

The congregational meeting to 
decide the matter has been 

II ~grced upon by both parties, it 
15 reported . 

'The meeting to take a vote by 
secret ballot is scheduled for B 
p.m. Monday allhe church . 

An agreed-upon temporary .in: 
junction had been issued in Cir­
cuit Court against the firing oC 
lhe pastor of Salem Church, 500 

j

' lE. Park St. , Champaign. I 
According to the suit, Helen 

Hite, who "claims to be church II 
clerk" notified the. Rev. Mr. 
Moore on Oct. 26 that "by order I 
of the church," the congregation 
"by formal vote declared the 
pulpit vacant." 

The temporary injunction was 
filed by persons alleging to rep­
resent the majority of the 
church's board oC trustees and 
a majority of the congregation I 
against Helen Hite and others. 
It asked that tile Rev. Mr. Moqre 

• be allowed to continue to con· 
,1 duct services without interfer- I: 

ence ~ 

L .. ~-.. 

. - m ",., 
MINISTER ORDAINED • - F - -"~ ,' e;, ___ ~T2$ m .......,.. n • 

The Rey. Cecil Webb, sumd· 
ing flftll from iclt:War.ordalned 
into the Baptist minister in cere­
monics Sunday afternoon in Sa· 
lem Baptist Church. Partici-

,- 1 panls from the left are the Rev. 
d G. W. Brown of ~ewil\ Bllp­
'1 tist Church; the Rev. TaIm. 

.... • ~ 4o.ar _ _ _ .... .-....... _ ..... 

Sykes. of Lcdn: !lIe Rev. Ed· . Olive Baptist Chul'ch. lind tlle 
ward Scaggs, Georgetown; the . Rev. C. E. ('.nmpbcll, al~o of 
Rev. Eugene Williams, pastor Salem Baptist Church. The Rev. 
of Salem Church : the Rev. Mr. Mr. Webb is minister of <'van­
Webb; David Snyles. chair· gelism at the church and lnst 
man for thl' event; the Rev. J : August was "ven a license to 
E. Graves, ~stor of Mount preach. 

' . , 
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Rev. Anaerson ~ 
Leaves Here , 

J 
Resignation of'lhe-Rev; John A~ 

Anderson as pastor of Salem Ba~ 
tist Church was accepted · Sunday! 
afternoon by church officials foV 
lOwing his farewell sermon. ~ 

The Rev. Mr. Anderson, who 
has been pastor of the local church! 
since August, 1953, resigned be) 
cause of ill health and plans to: 
move shortly to Lafayette, Ind." 
his former home. 

A replacement for the pastor 
will be decided later, according to: 
church officials. Associate pastors , 
are the Rev. O. B. Johnson, the! 
Rev. C. E. Campbell and the Rev.,: 
fA. S. Webb. ' 

Salem Baptist: 

Rev. Moore 
~ccepts Call 
To Pastorate 

t The Rev. A. B. Moore of 
!Muskogee; Okla., bas accepted 
;a call to become pastor of Sa­
Uem Baptist Church in Cham-

, ~paign. J~ 1'\\( 9: 9 1964 
~ The Re . 'Mr. 'Moore, pastor 
jOf the F.irst Baptist Church in 
IPawhuska, Okla., was born in 
' Georgia. His father was a mini­
, ster for 50 years. 
, The Rev. Mr. Moore, a mini­
-ster for more than 2s years, 
holds AB and DD degrees from 
:Paine College and Gammon 
Theological Seminary, Atlanta, 

,1;a. He has done .additional work 
\ at the University of Tulsa in 
' Oklahoma. 
{ He served JlS pastor iii Georg­
Ha, Texas _ and Arkansas before 
t taking the ' pastorate in Okla-
l homa. 
~ ije served as president of the. 
District, Baptist Training Union 

JCongress in Arkansas ' and serv­
~e4 as instructor of many courses 
~in Christian education. . 

The churcil1 Ui~s ~ lr'111:out 
a permanent pastor since the 
ffiev. A. T. Rowan resigned to 
. accept a pastorate in Ohio, in 
:September. The congregation 
"Friday night voted to call the 
IRev. Mr. Moore as the new pas­
~tor. 
i The Rev. Mr. Moore is mar­
'ried and has two daughters. One 
"of the daughters i! married. The 
fother is a -stu~ent at 81. Luke 
;Presbyterian School of Medical· , 
fTechnology in Chicago. 

. i He is expected to begin his 
t!lu~es here about Dec. 29. 

-' •• ~ . .. .. ...... ·110· __ . _. 

j
" Baptists Will ; 
I Instal Pastor 

The Rev: A. B. Moore will 
:b installed as pastor of Salem 
Baptist Church in ceremonies at 
3 p.m. Sunday at the church. 

I The Rev, Mr. Moore became . 
Ipastor of the church early this : 
(year. He and his family are 
I mOving here this week, from : 
' Muskogee, OIqa{:"o j ~ Jqf. ' 

Installation 'message will be I 
by 'the Rev. H. E. Morris, pas- , 

Ltor of the Shiloh Baptist Church,{ 
lTu1sa, Okla, About 35 Baptist 
lministers, state and district of­
Jicials are eXpected to be here 
i from out - of - town for the oc­
¢cssion. 
! Dr. J, Alfred Wilson, presi-/ 
I dent Of the Baptist State Con­
'vention of Illinois will instal the , 
'Rev: Mr. Moore. Dr. Lester T. 
I Phinnissee of East St. Louis, I 
moderator of the , Wood River 

I Baptist Association, will give 
tbe charge tdhe pastor. . 
, The Rev: . Oliver Williams of 

'p'.JUlvil1e.wilh.give :the 'Charg~.to1 

Cechurch ,. $i; .. :-t.~' J '. " j,(" I 

, The , .R~." ;ceciJ -Webb: ' ; ho ' 
served as interim pastor here 
and has since become pastor of /1 

'the Union Baptist Church, Dan- . 
:vrue, will preside. ' , ' 
I Dinner will be served to the j 
\ out - of - town guests prior to 
.the program. Music will be by J 
~e Salem Church'~ COmbined

j 
(choirs, directed by Mrs. Callie 
lEskew. 
't David Sayles is chairman and 
!Miss Lucille Clark is co - chair. j 
Iman for the installation serv- , 
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Religion 
Salem Baptist 
finishing 
new building 
By MELISSA MERLIE 
News-Gazette Staff Writer 

CHAMPAIGN - Members of Sa­
lem Baptist Church are trying to 
finish a new sanctuary in time for 
dedication ceremonies later this 
month. 

"We're working like beavers 
here, trying to occupy this place," 
the church's pastor, the Rev. 
Claude E. Shelby Sr., said this 
week. 

The new sanctuary is adjacent 
to the existing church at 500 E. 
Park Ave., C. 

The church is hoping to hold a 
public dedication service on Aug. 
29, Shelby said. 

A pre-dedication ceremony is 
scheduled for this weekend, at 4 
p.m. Sunday. The Rev. Lonnie Cal­
mese, pastor at Tabernacle Baptist 
Church in Alton, is scheduled to 
speak. 

BECAUSE MOST of the labor has 
been provided by volunteers -
many of them members of other 
churches - construction has tak­
en some time, Shelby said. 

Ground was broken in 1990, but 
construction did not start until 
the spring of 1992. The new sanc­
tuary and related offices and 
rooms cost about $700,000, not in­
cluding the volunteer labor. 

Bobby Hunt prepares to install carpet in the new 
sanctuary of Salem Baptist Church. The employee 

~ phoIo by _ Cowen 

of Hunt Brothers Carpet Service was at the Cham­
paign church's new building earlier this week. 

The new sanctuary's interior, 
which seats about 500, is fan­
shaped. "Some call it a church in 
the round," Shelby said . It has 
four sections of oak pews, with 

raspberry-colored upholstery and 
carpeting. 

The walls are white. Clean lines 
point to the pulpit and choir area, 
which includes a baptistery and a 
communion table, with "This Do 
in Remembrance of Me" engraved 
on front. 

@).@) 
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The sanctuary's east wall has 
three new stained-glass windows 
- one each representing God the 
Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit. 

Hallways from the sanctuary 
lead to various rooms and offices 
- an ushers' room, a main office, 
a conference room, a finance 
room, an associate minister's 
room, pastor 's office, pastor 's 
study, a nursery, a Sunday school 
office, classrooms and rest rooms. 
A second chapel can accommo­
date smaller services. 

Salem Baptist, which was estab­
lished more than 127 years ago, 
began planning for a new church 
building in 1985. 

"We started building upon our 
building fund," the pastor .said . 
"We started with about $20,000 
that we had had over the years in 
a dream fund , and started adding 
to that and borrowed the' rest 
from the Bank of lllinois." 

Shelby said a new church was 
needed because the old one was 
not accessible to disabled people 
and difficult for entry by the el­
derly. 

THE NEW SANCfUARY, which "The steps are pretty treacher-
gracefully matches the style of ous, any way you go into the 

'ARD IN FAITH the old building, was designed by building," he said. "We didn 't 
architect Jack Whaley of St. have a proper facility for a mod-

ANNUAL RALLY DAY Charles, Mo. Its exterior was built ern church. We wanted to be able 
nday August 29 _ Crystal Lake Park ~ith red brick, matching the orig- to meet the needs of the day." 

, lOal church . The 85-year-old The church has about 400 mem-
f - ~ .,/ ~. 9:00 - Donuts & Fe llo wship building was designated a histor- bers, about half of them active, 
rt~ , -, ~ '" 9: 15 - S unday Sch ool & Bible Class ic site by the Champaign County Shelby said. 
k~ !!r-;;'-::: 10.30 _ . . . Bicentennial Commission. Church programs include assist-

~
:':"-'lhi "~ . .'."", .... . W orship ServICe of Pra ise Shelby said his congregation ing blacks through the American 
~ ~ - \~f\ -~'i ' 12:00 - Catered Lunch of AU will continue to use the old Baptist Seminary; an evangelistic 
~I :~. :~ ,oo -Games foe All Ages ,hu"h. Chu"h membe" eventu· ou"e"h; .nd • "R"'h, Resto", 

~
) . ' "ally plan to build a stage inside Revive and Retain" committee to 
~ ~ , I Everyone IS Welcome. and use it for educational and recruit new members and keep 

'J '- Paul Bushur, Pastor . drama purposes. existing members. 
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"I may not carry out this mission, but it is my 
fe'rvent hope that it will be done!" The Rev. William 
Howe Donaldson spoke as we talked about aspira· 
tions of Salem Baptist Church which next Sunday 
will observe its 110th anniversary of service to ' the 
communities of Champaign and Urbana. 

The mission to which Rev. Donaldson referred is 
the building of a new church for the congregation of 
300. The basis for hope lies In a "Dream Fund," now 
55,000, to accomplish the task. Rev. Donaldson has 
served as pastor of Salem . Baptist on two OCcasions, 

_ from 1949 to 1953 and from 1968 to the present. 
His tenure Is second only to that of Rev. W. H. 

; . Stedman, who was pastor from 1894 to 1903. It was 
the Rev. Mr. Stedman who directed efforts to build 
a church dedicated in 1900 and records say he had 
"one of the most prosperous pastorates in \ the his­
tory of the church." 

Rev. Donaldson also ~as been a driVing force to . 
make Salem Baptist a significant part of the religi­
ous life in this area. Cast in a different time span, 

'I his accomplishments have been none-the-Iess effec­
tive. Small in stature - he stands S-S and weighs 178 

~. _ the pastor looms large for influence upon his 
congregation, for a strong youth movement, and 
widespread public service. 

Changed Atmosphere For Blacks 
. He foresees many problems before the dream 

church can be . built. They are not all financial. 
"There has been, quite a change in the atmosphere 
for black people in these communities. In, 1949-50, 
virtually every member of Salem -Baptist lived 
within walking distance of the church at SOO East 

.... Park. Now, the membership is spread out all over 
I the cities. The parsonage', for example, is at In2 

South Prospect. We provide bus transportation to 
services. A resounding question about a new church 
is where it should be ·located." ~ 

The pastor has many fine people to assist .him in 
making these decisions. L. T. Tinsley is chairman of 
the board of directors, Sherman Oldham, . vice­

I chairman. Other directors are James A, Wilson, who 
\ heads the Sundl!yschool program; Clarence Taylor~ 

Theotto Bowles, Verlon . . Buchanan, R.E. Goines, 
James McKinley, Carl Turley and Willie Herington. 
Bowles is chairman of the trustees who include 
Robert Lewis, George Bigham, William Miller, ' 

. Charles Hassell, Willie Holt, Albert Alexander and 
, Millard Gray. . 

Anni.versary Sche'duled Oct. 24 
The anniversary sermon Oct. 24 will be given by 

the Rev. Cecil A. Webb, son of fonner pastor Rev. 
A. S. Webb, who served the church from - 1938 to 
1948. Also on the rostrum will be Rev. Morris Clark~ 
Both are products of' Salem Baptist and are engaged 
in ministries at Danville and Mattoon, respectively. 

" 

-i 

. First efforts to form a Baptist Church in Cham­
paign-Urbana began as early as 1856 when Cham­
paign was known as West Urbana. For a year 
or two under the leadership of Rev. A. L. Farr the ,; 
church prospered. Then the atmosphere became 1 
charged with enmities growing out of moral issues 
of slavery. The membership drifted apart with ' the 
advent of the Civil War. 

A Rev. W. T. Green continued to preach to Bap-
tists, however, in Bailey's Hall on North Neil Street.1 . 
Services were held on Sunday afternoons since the i 
Methodist Church occupied the hall in mornings and ~ 
evenings. In 1864 a Rev. Alexander Cummings i 
brought together 10 men and 14 women wh,o had ' , 
indicated. a desire to organize themselves 'into a " I 
B~~~~. J 

l.: ,. 
"''tf.- ' J~ D L J 

J' ok.___ )j(f L~.k, <. v I. 

J '7 (9~-,\/ ) '17 G. 

Council Organizes Church 
A Council of Recognition was formed and met 

twice in the fall of 1864. Influential In its activities 
was Rev. S. F. Gleason of Bethel Churcb In 
Mahomet. 

On Nov. 28, 1864, the church, fully organized and 
recognized, began its work as Champaign Baptist 
Church. First services were held in a hall owned by 

( Joseph ,T. Everett on University avenue "east of the 
tracks." Soon lots were purchased at the comer of 

,'-park and State streets and a church was built there. 
Great assistance in fund raising came frpm a young 
member, Fred Heimlicher .• 

The church, having been named as Salem Baptist 
in 1866, continued in the Park and State location' 
until 1899 when the original structure of the present 
chuch was built. It since has had many alterations 
and enlargements, including installation of a pipe 
organ in February 1926, the gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence A. Lloyde, in memory . of his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. D.H. Lloyde, who had been members of 
Salem Baptist almost from its beginning. 

--- "While the church has hac;l its ups and downs," 
Rev. Donaldson observed, ' ''it has performed a won­
derful ministry to the communities, Throughout itl 
history .s8Jem Baptist .has been close to the ,Uni­
versity of Illinois and to the black students there. tt 

; Among outstanding students who were members of 
Salem, Rev. Donaldson recalls Mary Frances Vai- \ \ 
nado Walden, Leonard Watson, Don Stevens, and 
from University administration, Asst. Vice­
Chancellor Walter Strong. 

Champions Of Civil Rights . 
He credits two pastors, Rev. Eugene H. Williams 

(19~1) and Rev. A.T. Rowan (1961-64) with exert­
Ing "great influence" during civil rights activities 
which had bearing upon improvement of social and 
economic conditions for ~lack~ on the campus and in 
the communities. 

I asked Rev. Donaldson to look ahead 100 years to 
envision what Salem Baptist Church may be in 2076. 
"With the inroads being made today upon our 
church structure, it is a good question whether 
chu~es, as we know. them, will survive," he said. 
"I think they will but perhaps not in the form we 
know at present. I am concerned as are many 
people about the deterioration of respect for the 
church as indicated in our disrespect for the Sab­
bath and for conventional morality." '. 

At the age of 74, in the zenith of his career, Rev. 
Doanldson looks ahead with optimism, however, and 
with faith that what has 'been accomplished by 
Salem Bap\ist Church can be continued. His 
philosophy, he says, is best expressed .in this bit of 
verse entitled "The Bridge Builder." 

An old man, travelling a lone highway, 
-Came at evening, W9rn and gray, 
To a chasm, far, deep and wide . 
The old man stopped on the other side 
To build a bridge to span the tide. 
"Heyl'" said a fellow pilgrim near, ' 

. "You are wasting your time building here. 
Your journey ends with the close or day, 
You never again shall pass this way." 
The old man lifted his gray head 
And in the twilight, calmly said: 
"There follows after me' today 
A youth whose feet must pass this way. 
And the chasm that meant but naught for me 
To this fine youth may. a pitfall be'. 
So, I pause here in the twilight dim, 
My friend, r~ building this bridge for him I" 



Betty Has5ell, left, and Suguna Kalangt 

sWlmt f9~nd~i' s 
dream su.rVlvlng 

''When 
seH." 

By Georganne Marty 
Living '77 Editor 

you help a child, you help your-

" 

Helen Johnson, Jounder of the Salem Pre­
School, died of cancer last July. But thanks 
to the efforts of dedicated staff members who , 
at one time worked without salary, her dream : 
for her community goes on. 

o We talked to Betty Hassell, administrator, 
l In her office at the school 1wu~in ' the 
f' basement of the Salem Baptist 
\ E. Park St., Champaign, 

"Things were really rough' for awhile and ' 
we almost'lost our funding," she. ·said, A'But I 

we just couldn't let Mrs. Johnson's dream 
die. She truly believed ~when -you helped a ' 

· child it . was an investment in society and 
• . you thereby helped yourseH. .' 

"'The school was organized in the summer 
of 1969 to provide a community service ~in 
the form of a leai:ning center for the smaIl 

} child that would be ip the !each of all parents,' , 
,. especially ' those ,of moderate to low income," .. 

Mrs. Hassell 'explained. . . ~ . 
"It also provides valuable eiperience for 

children- in the early years. Self-respect is 
stressed through carefully guided individualiz­
ed activities in an .environment designed ' for 
the child's needs." 

Mrs. Hassel and the late Mrs. Johnson were 
both employed at the Montessori School of 
Champaign-Urbana - Mrs. Johnson as a teach­
er and Mrs. Hassell as secretary. 'They often 
talked about establishing' a pre-school in a 

low - income neighborhood and adapting the 
Montessori method. 

"The only valid impulse to learning is the 
seH-motivation of the child,"- Mrs. Hassell 
r;aid quoting Dr. Maria Montessori, the Italian 

. educator. ' 
"Dr. Montessori believed that children 'move 

'themselves toward learning. 'The; teacher pre­
pares the environment, directs the activity, 
functions ' as the authority, offers the child 

r stimulations, but it :is the child who learns, 
who is motivated through the work itseH (not 
solely by the teacher's personality), to persist 
jn his given task. If the Montessori ' child 
is free to learn, it is . because he has acguir- . 
ed from his exposure to . both _ physical and 

. mental' order an "inner discipline.' This is 
the core of the Montessori educational 'phil-
osophy." , 

'The Salem -Pre-school is funded totally ·by 
tuition and private donations. Aside from an 
allowance from the state for food for the ' 
hot lunch program, the school receives no . 
public assistance. . 

The school's first substantial seed money I 

was provided by ·the First Prel'byterian Church \ 
of Champaign. "They gave us $2,000 and thm . 
was enough to start a limited program, haH- ~ 
day summer session.· In 1973 the Peoria DiOo I 

- cesan Council of the ' t::atholic Church gave 
us $5,000. With that we were able to remain . 
oPen the year round with . 20 chil4ren, ' but 
still only haH-<lays. We are now in our second 

. year of full-<lay sessions and have an en- ~ 
rollment of 30 children," Mrs, Hassell , said. 

"After Mrs. Johnson died last year things I 

jJSt seemed to fall . apart br a time. She .; 
had been the guiding light ' and we were all • 
so depr~sed . Enrollment was 'down and al~ 
I.hough we are charged no rent here at the ' 

· church, we just couldn 't make a go . of it " 
on' the $25 a week per child tuition alone 
even with the staff working without pay. 

"Finally in August when we thought we 1 
were going to have to close the doors, we ' 
wpre informed by l3ill Peltz who works on 
the Council of Congregations here in Cham- J 
r-aign and also is on the board of the Peoria 
Diocesan Council that another $5,000 would ' I 

be forthcoming, 

\ -~AtJgjl-1iffoff luncheon. 
i to reat~fe Sister Turley I I 
~ . . ....... __ ._. - ..... __ ....... --~ -- .----' 

I Sister Esther Tanner Bush 
. Turley will speak at 1 p.m. 
'; today at the 35th Annual Wom-

en's Day kickoff luncheon s n- , 
: sored by Salem Baptist 
I corner 0 an East . Park 
: Streets, Champaign. 

\ She will speak in the church's 

\ 
fellowship hall on "Christian : 

, Women Sharing Their Faith." I 

~ Mrs. Turley, a long-time resi- ; 
dent of Champaign and mem­
ber of Salem, received her B.S. \ 

" in English from Southern n- , 
, linois University, Carbondale. I 

She received her master's de- i 
! gree in education from the Uni- " 

versity of Illinois. She has ·, 
'taught both high school and , 

t grade school in Illinois prior : 
) to retirement. 
, Mrs. Turley has served- as ~_= .mt.t':'&WR ._ - \ 
; past president of the Mt. Ver- , . Esther Turley I 
1 non Illinois Teachers' Associa- Luncheon speaker 1\ 

I tion chapter and music chair-
man of the Mt. Vernon Wash- prior to the 35th Annual Wom- J 

. ington School. , en's Day April 9. 'Dates of the ,. 
A board member of the 6ervices and guest spakers are 

American Association of Re- as follows : 
I tired Persons , Mrs. Turley also . d-
\ is past vice-president and past 5 to 7.30 p.m. ~e nesday \ 

. h ' Guest speaker, Sister Mary 
i president of the . CampaIgn W 'ght f B th I AME Church 
• Area Retired Teachers' Assoo . n 0 e e . ! 
;. ciation. She is a working mem- 6 to 7:30 p.m . . Thursday- ) 
~ ber of the church and area Guest speaker, .Slster Ma:r I 

missionary societies; and., ·a scott of New Light Baptist I 
member Of the humane society Church, Rantoul. \ 
and mental health group ... . t,'''' 7 to 7:30 p.m. Friday-Gues.t 

A series of three Pre-Wom- ' speaker, Rita Kahr from the 
en's Day services will be held U of L 

... __ --f- '--
- , 
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I BAPTIST OFFICERS 
-~"··~·"~"~"" .... aa .... ~ ... .. ,-,.- ... 9. -.., 

, ~ 
, , 

Rev bert T, Rowan, scaled, ing are Dr, L, T, 'Pliinnessee, : 
pastor of the ~a,?lisl moderator of the Congress,' E' I 
Church, has been reelecte0'J1!"e5--- St. Louis and David Sayles, . 
iden! of the Wood River Con- chairman of the board of theJ 
gress at that group's meeting Salem Baptist Church, 
which' ended here Friday, Stand- '., _ _ _ ' 

, 
I. '- -' - " .. -~ - . - -.. ' 
( WED DEC 31 1975 
. SALEM BAPTIST 

TO INSTALL OFFICERS 

New offi s of. the ~ 
13a list urch ill be installed 
at 4 p,m, Sun ay. 

" They include L. T. Tinsle'y 
as chairman of the board of 

{deacons, Theotto Bowles as · 
' chairman of the trustees, an'd 
James Wilson as superinteri- ' 
dendent of the Church School I 

, Juanita Johnson ' will be in- , 
stalled as president of the ~- • 
men's Auxiliary" New trustees 1 

are Willie Dozier asd I Robert . 
Lewis. Albert Alexander is , 
president of the Laymen's De- I 
partment. 

W. Howe Donaldson is church , 
past~r. Rev. B, J. Tatum , imd , 
members of the Morning Star j 
Freewill Baptis~ Church will be 
guests. 

'. 

, 
B~,PTIST CHURCH 
TO ORDAIN DEACON 
Salem Baptist ~5()() E. : 

\ ~ I 

Park St. , Champaign, will or- ' 
dain a deacon and install ~hurch i 

' Officer,s of 1972 at a service I 
at 3:30 p. ,~ §.undax· . 1 ' 
VHU Jlt:AA 30Ubd9.'7r ained 

is Theotto Bowles. The Rev. AI- I 
bert Green, pastor of Second I 

,Baptist Church, Danville , and I 
'members of his congregation , 
,will:be guests at the afternoon 1 
service. He will give the ser- l 

; mon and give the charge to ', 
[the new officers .-, 

The service will be followed , 
) y a fellowship hour in the 

j' church's dining room. The Rev. 
Jl!. Howe Donaldson is pastor. : 

_ ... ~ .... # I _ 

, ChXtlI'i ~' I~ ... , 
• - j...JI .. " ne " , 
t ' The Salem' Btiptist~ 

MO E. Park St.; ChampaIgn, 
bas installed new church offi-

~ cers. " j " 

I L. T. Tinsley ,was named 
chairman of the deacons. Sher­
man Oldham is vice-Chairman. ' 
Theotto Bowles will serve as 
Chairman of the trustees, 

I Also installed , were Veola 
" Tinsley, church clerk; Willie 
( Mae Holt" financial clerk; 

Betty Hassell, office secr~tary; 
! William Miller, treasllfer ; and 

Charles Hassell, assistant trea­
surer. James O. Wilson will 
be superintendent of the cburch 
'chool. 

The Rev. B. J. Tatum install­
ed the officers Sunday. , W. 

( Howe Donaldson is c bur c h 
( pastor. " 

- -:,.. "-.- .. __ ... ;,. .- ... !.-

SALEM BAPTIST NAMES 
NEW DEACONS 

. _ Ne~. ~ of the Salem 
.:~installed recently ' 
are deacons, L. T. Tinsley, ; 
chairman; William McCoy, Carl 

" Turley ;, James McKinley, 
'James O. Wilson, Clarence Tay­
lor, Theotto Bowles and Ottowa 
Scott. Otis M. Scott retired. I 

• On trial are Verlon Buchanan, 
',Roscoe Tinsley and Lee Melvin. 
Sam Gaines, Henry Johnson and 
i,Willie Harrington were named 

;j1nteJAN 1 G 1973 : 

. The:5'alem llWfis~ 
at 500 E. Park, ChampaIgn, 
'was chosen for its historical 

~ interest, said Olsen.It Was or­
r ganized in 1867 and has been 

; ftSUN(f C T2 3 history of 

, "The windows are ~an­
' esque," he said; "rounded at 
the top." And the building is 

i designed with clean-, e d g e d . 
:masses of 'red ,brick, Olsen _be- I 

jl1evenhat the towers were de-~ 
Signed to be identical, but that 

:the one on the left was 'added 
· to at a later date. He said 
that many European churches 
are built this way , as construc­
tion OCcurs over a period of 

, many years and styles change. 
.. The booklet "Historical Sites ' 
:in Champaign Co u n t y, " 
! notes that' "the church ha,s al-
ways been a cornerstone of 
the Black community, meetin 
POlitical, social and religio 

~needs. ' 

....-, 



1
SALEM CHURCH CHORUS 

FETE~ 2Jrd ANNIVERSARY . 
The Gospel Chorus of Salem 

'Baplis.t Church, 500 E. Par!< St.. 
lChampaign, will celebrate its 23rd 
,anniversary Sunday with a pro­

. ' gram and dedication of new robes. 
The program, open to lhe .pub· ·· 

{lie wil~ no a~~~ion e~arge, ~wi\l 
,be at 7.30.p.m. . 1 1 ~ 
i. Mrs. Mary Alexander is -chilr- ,. 
man. Mrs. Dorothy Lee is chorus 
president. .The Ret . Albert T. 

; Rowan is pastor. '1 

.~ 

I l\ 

.--- -... 
SALEM CHURCH HAS , 

50TH ANNIVERSARY 
About 200 members of Salem 

Baptist Church attended the 
clrurch 's "half-wa~,", banquet Fri­
day night , marking the 50th an -. 
ni\'crsary of the' church 's foundin g. I! 
. Special recogniti on was given 

members of long sta nding, Mime I 
Caldwell , Man ' Stokes, Hel en .l 
Hite, Anna Watson, p a\'id Sayles , . 
Albert McKinlcy ; and Ella W il-
liams. .' 

Special &uests were the Rev. and 
Mrs. T . R. Edwards of Galesburg 
The Rev: ~ 'Ed~ards~era: 
tor pf th~.r!i: Di~owa 
Baptis! COnvention . 

. 
SALEM BAPTISTS WILL 
FETE looTH YEAR 
The Salem Baptist Church in 

Champaign will be celebrating 
\ its lOOth anniversary with a pro­

. . r gram Sunday _afternoon in the 
: 1 church. . ,I - l~S 

: Speakers will be Rev. John 
:Gardner of the Mt. Nebo Bap­
\ tist Church in Masidson. 
~ Chairman for the program is 
{Mrs. Willie Holt 

I'-Pastor fo' b~1ionored 
1· " u..- .... .~-.. "" -r( 4 ' 4 

, Appreciation services for the The local churches participat­
I Rev. and Mrs. W. HJ) dson ed in a kick-{)ff program earlier 

. - , ... ..... 

at Salem Ba tist burch ill in th~ week. A f~llowship din-
. per Will be served m the Fellow- . 

·be climaxed Sunday WI guests J;hip Hall at 2 p.m. Sunday. 
f~om Mattoon and ~ewanee. L. T. Tinsley is chairman of 

The Rev. Morns Clark, the the event assisted by Bernice 
former associate minister of Sal- McNeal. ' I 

D· Is .BMti~t. Church 
b s ntfi ·annIversary " ' . .. , \ , 

• 1 Oth anniversary of the-

I 
. I 

em Church, will bring his con-I 
gregation of the Second Baptist 

~WC:IA~ ~~n1>r ~ftn· 
mg~Ri~e. . 

The Rev. Cosby Johnson anc 
his congregation from Secon 
Baptist Church, Kewanee, wi' 
conduct the afternoon service. ; Salem Baptist Church, 500 E. . 

- ParR St., ChampaIgn, will be 
observed Sunday. 

I Services will begin at 9 :30 
I a.m. with Sunday School. The 
rev. W.H . Donaldson, pastor, . 

. will speak at 11 a.m. 

, . Aflaoon services start at 
j 5 : 30-~. and will include ser­
: ~s by the Rev. Cecil A. 
Weob of Danville and the Rev. 

· Morris Clark of Mattoon. 
L.T. Tinsley will be honor­

: ed as the longest-serving mem­
· ber of the board of deacons. 
) 'Jasper Lewis will be honored 
, as a former trustee. Willie Holt 
j will be ordained to a deacon­
· ship. 

• . 0 .. ~. __ -, 

D~~dsons : 
l~~~~~ln~1 

Donaldson will be honored by ' 
the Salem Baptist Church con-' 
gregation m appreciatIon serv-: 
ices at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday. . 

Several other local congrega- '\ 
tions also will take part. The 
event will conclude the after- ' 
noon of July 11, with a service l 
followed by a reception. 

The Rev. Lundy Savage, paso! 
tor of Mt. Olive Baptist Church,] 

, 'will speak. I 
I The Rev. and Mrs. Donaldson I 
1 recently attended the National ' 
Baptist Sunday School. and Bap-Il 
tist Training Union Congress in, 
Little Rock, Ark. He served as 1 
a research consultant at a paso . 
tors' seminary and Mrs. Don­
·aldson worked with pastors' l 
wives with the responsibility of i 
setting up such an organization I 
among local congregations. 

~-:--::--- .--.. - - _ ._-,"- ._ .. -_# . ' 
·S~]grn~tJ.ij~jst to honor 
pastor on anniversary 
'lbe Salem Bap~ Savage: 

500 E. Park Ave., ~ The celebration will end SUn­
will observe the 14th anniver- day with an 11 a.m. service 

· sary of its pastor! the ' ~v. featuring the Second Baptist . 
I W. H. Donaldson, Wlth servIces '(burch of Mattoon with the 
r July 5 through 9. Rev. Morris Clark; and a 3 

I· ' U>cal churdu~s will parlici- p.m. service with the Uillon 
pate in the services bonoring Baptist <hurch of Danville, fea-

• Donaldson and hiS ·wife. which .turing the Rev. Cecil Webb. 
! will he beld at .7:30 p.m. Wed- .' The public is invited to all 

nesday through Saturday. at services. 
:. the church. 

'11le Bethel A.M.E. Chumi' 
, with the Rev. A. C. :Wright 
· and St. Luke C.M.E. Church 
• ~th the Rev. Earl Kennedy 

will join in Wednesday night's 
service. Thursday the special 

. guests will be the Morning star 
\FrOOwm Church with the Rev. 
'woes Underwood and the Rev. 

'illiamson, and the Northside 
u-ch of Christ with the Rev . 
• ~ Sankey. Friday will fea­

the Mt. Olive Baptist 
with the Rev. Lundy 

". .... . 

~~ :, =urch1to hOllor pastor : . 1 77 ' . i: The co gre aW1 of the ~a- and the Greater Holy T~mple, . 
. lem Baptist Church will cele- Church, the Rev. Verdell Jones, 

Io--l>rate the 13th anniversary of pastor. . 
: its pastor, the Rev. W. H. Don- . Thursday -"New Light BaJ:~ 
~ldson , at 7:30 p.m. July 5 1St Church of Rantoul, the Rev. 
~1hrough 8 and 3:30 p.m. July Mat~lew Scott, pa~tor. 
". 10 I Fnday - Mormngstar Free-
+- • • ••• will Baptist Church, the Rev. 

-I" Oth~r churches wl~1 partIcI- B. J . Tatum, pastor. 
, pate 10 the celebration. They July 10-2nd Baptist Church, 
I are, Mattoon' the Rev. Morr·is 
l Tuesday - Mt. Olive Baptist Clark. pastor, will speak at 

Church, the Rev. Lun_dy Sav- the morning service an~ the 
I age , pastor. Rev, J .D. White of Zion Bapt­
t Wednesday - Grove Street ist Church, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
,Church of God in Christ. the will speak at the 3:30 p.m. 
,Rev. Robert Rucker, pastor, service. 
L 

I 



Sal~~_~h"rch ! 
VO'tes lotlust 

, ~~~: o~?2~'P\J 
Church , 500 E . Park Ave. , vo ed ' 
toena the tenure.of the Rev. A. I 

j
B. Moore at a meeting held in , 
the church Friday night. . 

The meeting was called . by I 
Calvin Pollard chairman of the ' 
church board of trustees and 
Sylvester Sayles, chairman of 
the Board of Deacons. The Rev. 
Mr. Moore was not present. 

Except fqr one dissident memo' 
ber , the 35 persons present were 
unanimous in the action which 
included immediate removal 
from the position and two weeks' I 
notice to vacate the parsonage. 
A telegram stating these terms I 

'was sent to the Rev_ Mr. Moore 
,immediately after the meeting. 'j 
· The church has been the cen­
' ter of cbntroversy Ior more than' 

, ~ - -,-- I 
'~year. . . , 1 

Rev. Moore reportedly caused 
an injunction to be issued order- i 

' ing several members of the 
'church to refrain from entering 
the building, and also sent let­

Iters telling them that they were · 

I no lon~er members of the con-;' 
gregatlOD. 

1 About hal{ of those present I 
Friday were recipients of t h e~ 
letter, one member said. In an 

fleHort to eradicate any effect of 
Rev. Moore's action, the Friday 

., assemhlage voted to return these 

.• persons ·to the congregation, al­
though one man, Arnold Yarber, 

.said that he believed that they 
:had never been officially ousted . .' 
i The meeting was interupted 
several times by Joe Cooper, 

· who claimed that the members 
'present were using the same 
railroading tactics that Rev. 

· Moore was accused of. 
, After an abortive meeting 
Wednesday, Rev. Moore had 
I claimed that he would tender 
'his resignation at the ' Friday 
I meeting. However, Sayles said 
that he had received no SUCh j" 
resignation. 

It was announced after Fri- ' 
day's meeting that the Rev. 
Morris Clark will be in the pul­
pit for Sunday - - -

c:-;-- • - - - - . .. . 
Salem Pastor 
Refalnetfi-n 
Standing Vote 
All 142 members of the Salem 

Baptist Church of Champaign 
attending a special meeting 
Monday night stood up as one, 

, 1 voting unanimously to retain the 
Rev. A. ·B. Moore as pastor. 

"The controversy is closed," 
announced Deacon Sylvester 
Sayles, chairman of the board 
of deacons who. served as mod­
erator. The congregation "res­
ponded approvingly," notes a 
statement -issued by board mem­
bers afterward . 

At issue at the meeting at the' 
church, 500 E. Park St., was 
whether to retain or dismiss the 

• Rev. Mr. Moor~, ... " ~ ..) ....., .. 
It followed, l>y about ·t w 0' 

weeks, a temporary injunction 
issued by Circuit Judge Fred-: 
erick S. Gt:e~n . against the 4!r5 
ing of the pastor. • · ..... 1 

On Oct. 26 the Rev. Mr. Moore' 
~I received a . telegram from a1' 

group of parishioners dismissing I 
him as pastor and declar- , 
ing "the pulpit vacAnt." . 

Immediately afterward, per-
sons alleging to represent the 

'Imajority of the church's board · 
~ of trustees an~ the congregation: 
J filed the suit for a temporary, 

injunction. The suit asked that: 
the pastor be anowed to con- \ 
tinue , to conduct services with-! 
out interference, 

. - Agree on Injunction .' ' I 
}i- After a conference by 'attor-/ 
L neys representing both parties'l 
t the temporary injunction was., 
1. agreed upon. A meeting of the 

, congregation to resolve the is .. · 
, sue was set then tentatively. ~ 
I Joe Somers, member of the I 

church who reported the results) 
~ of the meeting Monday night,' 

said that the members voted by 
"1 standing, "which is the manner , 
t of voting commonly . practiced: 
" on important issues in the Bap­
) tist Church .. ~ -..;.- _ , . 
• "Never in the history of thE' 
\ church has there been a secre~ 
; ballot," he slated. "The peOplf 
i didn't want to vote that way." l 
t He added that no members of.' 

the group seeking the Rev. Mr. 
Moore's dismissal attended th~ 
meeting. I 

t~. They did not · represent t h «5) 
1 majority of the church mem, 
\ bers, he contended. "Any-

body knows that the majority' 
il rules. It wasn't the majority of. 

the people and it wasn't the 
, sentiment of the people to dis~ 

\I miss him." . j ~ ............ , j 

~ 

SaJem Pastor 
r r ~. "l ~ . " 

Offers-His 
, " i Resignation. 
I Rev; A. B. Moore, pas tar of 

the controv~rsy - wracked Sal. 
em Baptist Church, said Thur .. . 

. daY1hat hIS resIgnation will be t in the hands of the board of 
deacons before Friday night. 
. "My wife and I have talked 

it over, and we have decided 
that this is the thing to do," 
the Rev. Mr. Moore said. 

"Inasmuch as some of the 
people have made it impossible 
to do good work, this is our 
decision. I wrote my resigna­
tion on July 4, ana I have been 
waiting to aeejf it was possible 
that' the situation wou1d 1m.' 
prov~." · . . 

The ·'Rev. Mr. Moore said he 
would give 90 days notice. ' 

"My . contract .. caDs for six . 
months, but I am'going to .short-
en this: It 'is possible that I 
will not continue that long," he 
said. . , 

The Rev. Mr. Moore announe. 
ed his decision following a meet­
Ing 'of ~e congregation be can­
ed for Wednesday '!tight, which 

1/ was largely attended. 
"We tried to have our meet­

ing, but we had to dismiss jt," 
he explained. 

Members of the 'oppoSing fac­
tion said that the meeting was 
opened with a statement by Rev. 
Moore, who then opened the 

I 
meeting to questions. However. 

I they said; When Arnold Yarbro 
arose to ask the ·first questioD. 
Rev. Moore led the congregation 
in singing . "Blest Be the 'Tie 
That Binds" and dismissed the 
meeting. ~ 

The Rev. Mr. Moore had call­
, ed Wednesday's meeting ape 

1
parently to state his case before 

f a previously called meeting of 
J the congregation scheduled at 
I 8 p.m. Friday to discuss his 
i continued tenure. Call for this 
• meet.ing was issued by Sylves­

ter Sayles. chairman of the 
'J Board of Deacons and Calvin 
~ POllard, chairman of the church 
, Board of Trustees. Sayles and 
~ollard said Thursday that Fri­
i~~Y's meeting would be held 
.as scheduled. . 

- -- ~ .. '. -~""'- '-.... ,...--
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, New Suit I ! Asks Ouster ' 
; OfP~~,tpt go' 

One suit was settled rll-ursday 
,afternoon but another has been 
filed in the s q u a,b b I e over 

' whether or not the Rev. A. B. I , 

Moore is pastor of the Salem 

1 

Baptist Church in Champaign. ; 

Following a furee-day trial i 
before the bench, Circuit Court : 
Judge Fl'ederick S. Green ruled 
the Rev. Moore was not legally I: 

J 

fired according to the church 's ' 
. constitution and by-laws. 

When a meeting of dissatis-

1 

{jed church members was held II 
Oct. 24, 1966, there was not "a 
respectable quorum present" as 
required in the bY-laws, which r 

, were in full force ' and effect, I Judge Green ruled. , 
The meeting at which a, large 

lmajority of those present voted 
to oust Rev. Moore, resulted in 

, the suit which charged the_ pas­
f tor was illegally holding the pul-

[

pit. " ( 
Retained by 1ll12 :'" , 1 ~ .f , 

However on Nov. 14, 1966, 142)' 

I: members, all those attending a 
special meeting, voted to retain 

Ihim. r I The new suit filed by James ' 
Cassells, Joe Lewis, Dorothy 

,Hite and Willie Mae Williams 

jagainst Rev. Moore and the 
church, contends a "respectable 

. majority" was not present at 
' the time Rev. Moore wa~ hired . , 

The new suit further alleges t 
, that Rev. Moore "has seized, f 
: or attempted to ' seize, controll 
I of the funds and property in-
I culding moneys, the church and 
4 parsonage. " . 

: It asks the court declare the l 
t pulpit vacant.' t 

Supporters of Rev. Moore ob- ' 
I ta ined a temporary injunction 
forbidding him from being fired. 
This was lated dismissed o y 

.agreement, and the epposing I: 

/
! group filed a counter-claim al­
leging he should be fired . 

I Judge Green held the . present " 
by-laws were legally adopted in ' 
] 955 and should nre \(8iI. -n _ • 

f f", ' .:'t r • 
Should opponents of Rev,; M~ore : 

show to the court's satisfaction : 
} Ulere was not a "respectable ' 
, majority" of the congregation's, . 
some '450 mell1bers present at 

: the time it was decided to hire /' 
I Rev. ' Moore, then presumably i 
the new law suit wilJ be demon- ; 
st rated to have merit. II 

In a brief talk to the some 50 
I persons a t ten din g Thursday 
, afternoon's court session, Judge r 
Green warned that unless the ' · 
by-laws are fully observed "you 

. will be right back here in 
court." j; 

! Supporters of Rev. Moore havej 
30 days in which to answer the 
new suit. , 

l -. .. J _ - -
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Salem, Baptist: 

Church Suit 
D'ecision Due 
This Week 

-'UL 2 6 19h7 
A decisiOn on the mollOn for 

-~ummary judgment in the con.! 
tinuing hassle involving the Sal-; 
em Baptist Church, Champaign,; 
is expected sometime this week. I 

Associate Circuit Judge Creed, 
Tucker has taken under advise-I 
ment arguments heard before' 
the court Monday aflernoon. 

The motion was filed by the' 
Rev. A. B\ Moore, the church's ) 
pastor, and the, church against ' 
the plaintiffS in th~ case, James 
Cassell , Joe Lewis, Dorothy Hite, 
and Willie Mae Williams. I 

It asks the court summarilyf 
rule in favor of the defendants . 

The suit asks the court de­
~lare the pulpit vacant and that I 
Rev. Moore "has seized, or at- i 
·tempted to seize, control of thel 
funds and property including 
-moneys, the church and parson- j 
age." ~tUL 2 U 196'1 

At the basis of the hassie is 
-. split in the congregation Qvec.: 
whether or not Rev: Moore 
should be retained as pastor. 

The matter has ,been in dis­
pute since Oct. 24, when a grouP')' 
of dissatisfied church members 
voted to lire Rev. Moore. How­
ever, on Nov. 14, 142 members 
attending another meeting voted 
unanimously to retain him. ; 

At an earlier hearing, Judgei­
"Frederick S. Green ruled that' 
,Rev. Moore was not legally fired' 
,according to the church's con-

- .atitution and by-laws_ 
It was after this ruling that 

_ the present suit was filed. 
----. ~~ 

Salem Baptists 

I Delay Action 
I On r~junction 
: Actio~ on a petition for an 
[injunction, asked by ousted trus­
~ees and deacons of Salem 'B,ap-
Ilist Church, w,as postponed in­
tOeliiiifely Thursday by Associate 

udge Creed Tucker. , 
The old board of trustees and 

deacons of the church asked 
lthat a new board elected iast 
month by a portion of the split 
~ongregation be enjoined .from 
running the church. The ,plain­
tiffs allege the defendents hold 
office illegally under the church 
constitution and have no right 
.to spend cburch funds. 

The congregation has been 
split over the issue of whether 

'or not the Rev. Asa Moore 
(should be retained as the 
'church's pastor_ Moore was fir- ' 
led by the new board. 
( Moore has a criminal charge 
lof indecent,Iiberties with a juve­
nile pending against him. 

In court Thursday Ju d g e 
Tucker continued the hearing 
for the injunction indefinitely_ 
Tucker also asked petitioners 
for a complete list of the con­
gregation members. 

Salem Rapt;st Dispute: 

l Court Dismisses 
Rev. Moore Suit 
The congrcgation of the Moore and other persons l'.'hose 

'Salem Baptist Church, of Cham- church capacities appear be. 
paign, has , in effect, been told neath their signatures . 
by the court to setlle its own "Finally, there is a method 
idispute over the Rev. A. B. set up within the By-Laws for 
Moore. . 1 U I :3 ) 1967 handling 'special rpeetings of 

~ In a decislOli handed dow n importance. ' This may be fol- , 
'Monday by Associate J u d g e lowed by .the churSh group it-
Creed Tucker. a suit brought to self. t r -: .. -' :- ~J ' 

f
oust Rev. Moore was dismissed ''It is not for a court of equity : 
for want of equity. ' Lo insinuate itseU and its orders I 
. Rev. Moore had made a mo- into the internal affairs of a I 

' tion for summary judgment, ask- church organization, eve n . 
ling that the suit against him though so requested by some 
!be dismissed . This was the mo.' members, where the organiza­
ltion ruled on favorably by Judge tion has provided for the gov-
ITucker. ernment of its internal affairs_ 1 The congregation has been "The remedy sought here. 
tSPlit since Oct. 24, when a group the retention or removal of the 
, of church members met and pastor, lies withip th.e frame-
voted to fire Rev. Moore. How- work of the church By - Laws 
ever, on Nov. 14, 142 members and must be pursed within the 
voted to retain him. organization itseU." 

In his written opinion, Judge . Robert C. Summers, attorney 
Tucker stated : "The court here for the group seeking to oust 
makes nojudgm~nt concerning Rev. Moore, said Monday he 
the written instrument purport-' does not know whether or not 
ing to be a siened Contract of his clients wish to appeal the 
Employment between - A. B. decision to the Appellate Court. 

...". 

k=. 

In Cizurch Di.spute 

Faction Still 
:' Backs' Moore 'Ii' 
. A group -whic~ ~~I1s itseIC the . I 
lojra) members ot ~~m 
Ba tis~ reporteaJy~ see~jng way~to bring back then: I 

!/ depoSed pastQr,..Jbe Rey_ Asa 
Moore. - "~'. J. t I . , 

The Rev. Mr. Moore was oust- " 
!1 ed last July when a group ot 
church members, angry Over 
the operation or the c h II r c h, 
gained control of the board. The I 
p.qstor currently is living in) 
Campbellsville, Ky 

,I \, 

Leaders of this group are ask-
il ing church members to contin­
ue their membership by regis­
tering with the church c 1 e r k • 
Mrs. Mar gar e t BUrton, 2101 
W. Whjte St., Champaign Reg­
istration will~inue lhl'&qgp 
October. U,,"T. I . 

They have been meeting and 
holding services at 11 a.m. Sun­
days .at Marquette School , with 
a visiting minister officiating. 

The second facUon , Dow in 
Ule church, reportedly 1a lleek­
n~ a new pastor. 
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.1 Salem Baptists: 

Th~~~~.~~!2~'!",~hS!d~~~~· EU'...!" 
observing the first anniversary Brandon of Danville, and 

.of the pastorate of the Rev . A. Georgetown First B apt i s t 
lB. Moore in services at 7:45 Church and - the Rev. G. H. 
p.m. each night this week. Spence. 

. Ministers anci churches that Friday, Bethel AME Church 
will be guests each night are : and the Rev. Blaine Ramsey, 

.\ Monday, Greater Holy Temple and the First Congregational 

I
Church with the Rev. William Church and the Rev. Harry Ap-
A. !'1elke~ and the Church of ple~hite . . ~I'\ N ? 4 Y~'1~ . 
Chnst WIth the Rev. Dudley Fmal program of The anrn­
Sankey ; Tuesday, St. Luke CME versary observance will be at 

, Church with ~e Rev . . A. W. 3 p.m. Sunday. Ministers and. 
Bishop and Pilgrim Baptist churches that will be guests willi' 
Church with the Rev. A. G. be the Rev. O. C. Turner and ' 
Gregory. Antioch Baptist Church of De- I 

~ Wednesday, Mt. Olive Baptist catur ; the Rev. McKinley Cal-

i
,church with the Rev, J. E . houn and Zion Baptist Church ,. 
Graves, Shiloh Baptist Church of Peoria, and the Rev. Cecil 

. and the Rev. Ralma Sykes of Webb and Second Baptist Church'I' 
'Danville, Antioch B apt i s t of Danville. . \ 
Church and the Rev. H. P . Mil- Mrs. Ruth Taylor is chairman , 
ler of Danville. and Mrs. 'Lucille Clark, co-chair- ' 

Thursday, St. Paul . .Baptist lnaD.. .. . ' 4 

~SroR CALLE;- ~-~'~I 
Rev. Donaldson Asked to Return 

I To Salem Baptist Chur 
; The Rev. W. Howe Donald­
ison, who served as pastor of 
Salem Baptist Church from 1949 
to 1953, has been asked to return I: 
to the pulpit there. 

A congregation meeting at the 
church, attended by about 60 
persons, Thursday night issued 

I the call to the Rev. Mr. 
Donaldson, who currently is 
serving as pastor of the Mount 

" Zion Baptist Church in ~st Mo:-: 
line. " I . ~-{ ::,)~d~ 

The Rev. W. Donaldson' will] 
visit the church Nov. 1, "t Wliicli , 
time a final decision probabij' } , 

\

will be made, said Mrs .. Helel1) 

Hite, church clerk. ~,~ . \ rq 
Sylvester Sayles, chairman (lf

1
' 

the board of deacons, presidei 
at Thursday's meeting. - ;'-

• - • - £ .. ~ ~-

~ 

....;.. 

Salem. Dispute: 

Church Votes ! 
On Pastor 
The congregation of Salem I 

Baptist Church is to vote on 
whether or not to " rehire" its 
pastor, the Rev. A. B. Moore, 
the subject of an injunction in j 
Circuit Cout(~ V ! u 1966 1 

o' The congregational meeting to · 
decide the matter has been 

11 agreed upon by both parties, it i 
is reported . \ 

'The meeting to ta'ke a vote by ' 
secret ballot is scheduled for 8 
p.m . Monday at the church. 0' 

An agreed-upon temporary .in: ' 
junction had been issued in Cir- ' 
cuit Court against the firing of ' 
the pastor of Salem Church, 500 

E. Park St., Champaign. )' 
According to the suit, Helen 

Hite, who "claims to be church · 
clerk" notified the. Rev. Mr. 
Moore on Oct. 26' that "by order · 
of the church," the congregation 
"by formal vote declared the 
pulpit vacant." 
. The temporary_injunction was 

filed by persons alleging to rep­
resent the majority of the 
church's board of trustees and 
'a majority of the congregation 
against Helen Rite and others. 

'~ It asked that the Rev. Mr. Mote 
be allowed to continue to con· 

{duct services without interfer­
ence 

1 

t 

.. ~ ' -.. __ -.....-

.. 
CONG~~~A'I~~.gl~i;G 1 
New p~1cr ttl A'e'dlscussed . 

At Salem Baptist . 

A special meeting of the con­
'. gregation of ~ B apt i s t 
l~CJ).w:.ch. will be e d Thursday 
,to discuss candidates for new I 
pastor of the church. ~ 

The meeting, to be held at ' 
8 p.m . at the church, 500 E . . 

(park St, was called by Sylves- I 
fter Sayles, chairman of the pUI-l 
:pit committee. 
\ 0 

{ Only members who h a v e ' 
. registered will be allowed ta \ 
Jparticipate, Sayles said. Regi-\ 
~ stration is in progress now. 
i' At church services Sunday, \ 
\at 11 a .m. and 7:30 p.m., the I 
guest speaker will be the Rev. ' 

. 1 Roger Culberson, of Chanute I 
AFB. j ._ --.- __ ~ __ ._~' . .. _ _ _ ._ J . 

~ 

Installation 
(Jf S-!fem 1969 

, Pastor Set 
Installation services {or the 

Rev: W. Howe Donaldson, who 
. has return as astor of Salem 
Baptist Church after Sei'vnJg 

er , .will be at 4 
p .m . Sunday, Climaxing a week 
of night services in which com­
munity pastors and congrega­
tions participate. 

The Rev. Cecil Webb of Dan­
Ville will give the charge to 
the pastor. Approximately 100 
guests from Davenport, Iowa, 
E. Moline, Rock Island, Peoria 
and Danville are expected. 

Preceding the service, at 2 
p.m., dinner will be served at 
2 p.m. in the church , dining 

I room. After the installation 
service will be a fellowship 
·hour. Speaker at the 11 a.m. 

' service Sunday will be the Rev. 
Morris Clark, associate pastor . 

Beginning Wednesday night 
with services led by the Rrv. 
James C. Offutt, the Installation 
events continued Thursday night 
with services conducted by the 
Rev. William Melker. 

I At 7:30 p.m. Friday the Rev. 
Arthur Burks, pastor of Free­

:will Baptist Church will offici­
I ate. Members of his church and 
>of St. Luke's CME Church will 
,participate. ' 

Arnold L. Yarber is general 

I~hairman for the installation ac­
tivities . 
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BURN CHURCH MORTCACE. Salem 
-Bapfisf Church congregation hurned the 
mortgage for its educational ,annex Sun-

. day 'afternoon, ' just 1 0 yean ahe~d·. of 
schedule. Attending -the ceremony were 

m ., 1 .v." . . ~ . Or; « 

, ~. 
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Salem Baptist Church in Champaign: the church once broke apart over the Issue of slavery 

Black churches have history of activism 
By Paul Wood 
News-Gazette Staff Writer 

I
t didn't hit home with James Offutt that 
Champaign had a big gang problem until one 
night when he was sitting on his porch near 
Douglass Park. 

There was noise and confusion and the mu­
sical director of his church came out and said, 

"It's the Satan Lovers.· 

"I dodged a few bullets settling a few of their 
fights ," says Offutt, who was the pastor at Mount Ol­
ive Baptist Church in the late '60s. 

From the work that Offutt and other ministers did 
with frustrated and powerless people came many of 
the social programs that help this community today. 

Champaign has a history of active black churches 
that try to deal with prejudice from without an<;l divi­
siveness from within. Two church.~, Salem Bap~ 
and Bethel African Methodist EJ>lscopal, da,e bacl\to 
the Civil War - With a nearly continuous uUsston "01' . 
social activism, ~rdtng to" former Salem pastor. .. , 

THE ISSUE OF which church is older remains in 
doubt. Bethel bas been In the 400 block o~ East Park 
Street since about 1863, ~rding to boaI:d member 
Esther Phillips Kent, but ~h\1rch records before 1880 
are lost. InformaLreccordl suggest people held prayer " 
meetings at Jake Taylor'. h0:140S E. Park St., be- \ 
fore the Civil War. • \ _ 

Salem Baptist, ~ E. Park St., ~tes back to 1864 or I 

1866, or even earlier - it all depends on how "foun· 
ding" is defined. A Baptist church for "coloured wor· 
shippers" goes back to 1856, when Champaign was 
called West Urbana. That church broke up over the 
issue of slavery. 

The anti-slavery faction continued to meet in Bai­
ley's Hall on North Neil Street, but only In the after­
noons because a Methodist church had morning 
riteL . 

"The Council of Recognition is where Salem really 
began," says the Rev. Wiilllllli lJonaldson, pastor 
emeritus of Salem. 

In 1864, Champaign Baptist began services on East 
University Avenue and another group worshiped at 
Old Coffee Place, 406 E. Park St. The council raised 
funds for a permanent church, to be called Second 
Baptist, which opened in 1866 near the current loca­
tion. It was later renamed and rebuilt, after a fire, in 
1902. 

Stella Lyde, 96, remembers church services on 
White Street when she was a young girl. 

"It seemed like Salem had more than one place to 
1I1~t back then," she saYs. 

'I'Hi ACTUAL CHURCH buildings are not 18 Impor: 
tanto ~thel's Kent says, as the beginnings'of the · 
black ch)1rch. , 

-rile educational opportunities provided by the 
AME, • sh~ says, "were the only such opportunities for 
blackS fOl- a centurY: TJ::'1I Wl: ' :~ true beginning of 
the H"" 'ts moven:.eIl i.· ). 

' See CHURo' ·i 

\ 

;, 
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\Jhurches--
(Continued from C-O 

The African Methodist Episcopal 
denomination celebrates its I; icen­
ten nial this year . In 1787, !'Hchard 
Allell and a friend werc worshipiug 
at St. George's Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Philadelphia. 

According to different histories, 
they either sat in the white balcony 
or were actually pulled back from 
the altar: either way, Allen and his 
friend left the church, taking its 
other black members, and founded 
th e AME, which now numbers 
more than 1 million , 

" It was the first freedom march ," 
Kent says. 

CHAMPAIGN HAS FOLLOWED a 
national trend in which the clergy 
- Mart in Luther King and Jesse 
Jnckson nmong them - moved to 
th e forefront in civil rights and in­
spired thei r parishioners to follow 
th em. 

The Rev. Blaine Ramsey and the 
Rev. A.T. Rowan helped consolidate 
the local movement in the '50s, 
when blacks were still unable to 
buy houses in some subdivisions, 
had special sections in movie the­
aters and were relegated to an iso­
lated ward at a local hospital. 

"Pilgrim then saw the rights 
movemellt as an expansion of its 
spiritual va lues," says the Rev. W.B. 
Kenton of Pilgrim Missionary Bap­
tist Ch urch , 1310 N. Sixth St. , C. 

"We sent a couple of deacons -
Lonnie Johnson , Nathan Butts, 
they' re both gone now - to Ala­
bama to march with Dr. King. They 
went with the full spirit and 
~tre ngth of the church behind 
th em." 

"The civil rights movement 
would not have been as strong 
without the religious community 
and that includes white men, and it 
includes 1111 faiths," says Jesse Per­
ki ns, an activist who helped found 
OIC. 

PERKINS WAS A MEMBER of the 
congregation at Mount Olive Bap­
tist Church, 808 E. Bradley Ave. , C, 
during the intensive years when 

Jam'~s Offutt was pastor_ He remem· 
b.el's gang members in the balcony 
at services. 

"Mount Olive took the lead in a 
forceful way during the '60s," Pil­
grim MB's Keaton says. 

Offutt, who left Mount Olive to 
move to Peoria, remembers the late 
'60s as a time of excitement. 

''I'm afflicted with nostalgia," he 
says. "It was an exciting, dangerous 
and hopeful time, both with the 
rights struggle and the fight 
against the Vietnam-Cambodia 
war." 

He remembers how the church 
brought students, black and white, 
to Sing together, then sent them 
back to make stands for racial 
equality, such as II lengthy sit-in at 
the University of Illinois Illini 
Union . 

When Offutt and other ministers 
held a memorial service for Martin 
Luther King on April 7, 1968, more 
than 3,000 people showed up in 
West Side Park to share their grief 
and to contribute money, some of it 
going to Atlanta and some staying 
within the community. 

The congregation expanded its 
mission to "economic justice," Of­
futt remembers. 

"We struggled mightily against 
the vicious cycle of welfare. There 
were physical and material needs 
that had to be met along with those 
spiritual ones. Black men were sim­
ply not there in the home situation 
to fulfill their financial responsibil­
ities or to provide role models ." 

Their programs were ambitious. 
he says, perhaps too ambitious. 
Mount Olive Manor, a housing proj­
ect initiated by the church , was to 
provide housing that encouraged 
solid family life. 

"It's easy to see in retrospect that 
might not have been the wisest 
\bing, because there were just too 
many people in that small area," Of­
futt admits. 

THE MOVEMENT HAD more than 
its share of successes, according to 
Perkins, and those successes en­
couraged good feeling across racial 

;i , 

lines. 
"I think one of the things you 

have to remember about this time 
is that black people and white peo­
ple were working together more ef­
fici ently than they now do." 

There were main-line white cler­
gymen, he says, notably the Rev. 
Galen Miller , lind white business­
men who put up badly needed mono 
ey. 

"When we were just getting start­
ed and waiting for the federal mono 
ey, some of the loclil companies 
would come in and help out. Homer 
Bash always was there to help. OIC 
got most of its money for the first 
two yea rs from 11 fund-raising effort 
by (newspaper publisher) Mike 
Chinigo." 

OIC remains the proudest 
achievement of Mount Olive's Of· 
futt . 

"The commitment to fleshing out 
my faith as Christian meant re­
sponding to the needs of people, 
and my biggest concern was with 
the young people. I spent a lot of 
time with gang members and bailed 
out a few of them. Then OIC came 
along and there was a constructive 

--1 
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At left is the Rev_ William Donaldson. Above is Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

way out." 

AFTER OFFUTI LEFT, Mount Ol­
ive changed its focus - and so did 
other black churches. 

"The average person is not liS cog· 
nizant of racism today because that 
racism Is more sophisticated,· says 
Pilgrim MB's Keaton, who was dis­
appointed with what he calls the 
"tendency to apathy" he founli here 
in 1969 after helping found Opera­
tion Breadbasket in Chicago. 

"Usually it takes some tragedy or 
mishap - and that's almost inevita­
ble - before anybody takes action. 
What's happening in the courts 'to­
day is too sophisticated and subtle 
to arouse the people." 

Offutt makes regular trips here 
from Peoria to check on OIC's prog­
ress. 

"The thing that breaks my heart 
when I come back," he says, "is the 
lack of community involvement. 
Racism is still there; it's just more 
respectable. The gangs are still 
there, too, but they 've switched in­
to drugs and prostitution." 

"We've lost a great deal of church 
support we have not been able to 
recapture," Perkins says, "and 
that's crippling when It joins with 
the cutbacks in federal funding ." 

YEARS AFTER HE retired from 
Salem Baptist, Donaldson continues 
to work for better communication 
and more cooperation between 
blacks and whites, especially 
through programs at Urbana 's non­
denominational Empty Tomb. 

He is hopeful, but wary. 
"We make pretenses that we're 

going to get together. That's as far 
as we go." 

Just as blacks move Into white 
subdivisions but rarely vice versa, 
middle-class blacks often leave 
their churches for white ones. But 
he rarely sees white people at Sa­
lem Baptist. 

"It's been said that Sunday morn­
ing at 11 Is the most segregated 
hour in America. We go to Africa, 
we go to India, but we don't go 
across the street_" 

How can that change? 

"It won't change until we set an 
example," be answers. "I blame the 
leadership of the churches when I 
see an apathetic flock. They don 't 
want to take any chances, but they 
have to - Jesus was a revolution­
ary, and to follow him has its 
costs." 

.' 



• Grandmothers dish 
out love and soup 
• Prayer group 
begins meals 
to feed hungty 
By GREG KLINE 
News-Gazette Staff WrIter 

CHAMPAIGN - Not long 
ago, Alvena Monroe saw a man 
'going through the trash at a 
McDonald's in Urbana looking 
for something to eat. 

"That pricked my heart," 
Monroe, 58, o( Champaign said 
Saturday. "I've b ee n hungry 
before. When I was a girl, we 
didn' t have much." 

Monroe decided to do some­
thing about it, and she knew 
just where to go for help. 

Who better to serve up a 
meal to hungry folks than a 
bunch of grandmothers? 

Monroe. who used to cook 
for a Ul1Iversity of Illmols fra­
ternity, hit on the idea of open­
ing a soup kitchen for people 
in need of a good meal. 

She took U to her prayer 
group, Grandmas Community 
Prayer Outreach. 

The group, organized about 

two years ago, includes 20 to 
30 women fmm var ious local 
churches who m ee t twice a 
month to pray a nd do good 
works such as visiting nursing 
homes and teaching Bible clas­
ses. 

The women - most of whom 
are. in fact, grandmas - liked 
the idea of openlJ1g a soup 
kitchen for the needy. 

"We prayed over it," said 
Mary McClendon, 67, of Cham­
paign . " I think it's wonderful" 

So did the Rev . Claude Shel­
by Sr. of the Salem Baptist 
Church, 500 E. Park Ave., C, 
who agreed to let the grand­
mas use the church's fellow­
ship hall and kitchell . 

"I thought of it as something 
that would be very g.ood for 
our community, ... provide 
needed assistance for the 
homeless and maybe others 
who aren't necessarily home­
less but need a meal," he said. 

The women took up dona­
tions and spread the word at 
places such as the Salvation 
Army shelter. 

See GRANDMOTHERS, A-l0 

Eddie Palmer, 87, standing, confers with Alvena Monroe, 58, at the 
Salem Baptist Church, 500 E. Park Ave., C_ The Grandmas Communi­
ty Prayer Outreach held its first soup kitchen meal Saturday. 
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Grandmothers 
ContInued from A·l 

Then they got down to cooking 
Friday night and Saturday morn­
ing. 

The bill of fare for the first 
meal Saturday at noon included 
ample helping s of veg etable 
soup. simmering in 20·quart 
pot s. homemade corn bread. 
cake and punch. 

" I know it's all fres hly 
cooked ," said .87-year-old Eddie 
Palmer of Champaign, who tied 
on a red, green and white Christ~ 
mas apron in preparation for 
serving the food. 

"It 's a lot of good fresh vegeta­
bles," Monroe added. "We didn't 

:J 

just dump cans." 
As much as a meal, each p 

son who came into the ChUl 
'basement got a grandmothel 
greeting , the kind that sa~ 
You're welcome here and, 
couldn 't be happier to see you 

And if there were about 
many grandmas as diners tt 
time. at least it was a start. 

Monroe said the women wa 
to host the meals tWlce a mom 
as long as there's no confli( 
with church activities. 

"We just want people t 
come." she said. " I told th 
grandmas if they don 't comt 
we're sure gonna have a lot t 
eat." 

i' 
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Church notes 
pas~o~~1 J9tr 
anniversary 

Salem Baptist Church will cele­
brate the 10th anniversary of its , 
pastor, the Rev, Dr. Claude Shelby 
Sr., at 4 p.m. Sunday at the 
church, 500 E. Park,St., C. • 

The Rev. O.C. Turner of Antioch 
Missionary Baptist Church, Deca­
tur, and moder­
ator of the 
Wood River Dis­
trict, will speak 
on the theme 
"Laborers To-
gether With 
God ." Sister· 

. Mary Gwinn 
will s'peak at an 
anniversary 
prayer break­
fast, sponsored 
by the Deacon­
esses of Salem, 
at 8 a.m. Saturday. 

SHELBY 

The Rev. Shelby came to Salem 
on Aug. 28, 1981, frol{l Bridgeton 
MiSSionary Baptist Church of St. 

, Louis County, Mo. He was or­
dained in June 17, 1960, at South­
ern Tabernacle Baptist Church of 
Lovejoy. 

He received his diploma in 
Theological Seminary in 1962, a 
bachelor of liberal studies in the­
ology from St. Louis University 
and a master of science in educa­
tion from Southern Illinois Uni­
versity, Edwardsville. He received 
the Doctor of Divinity degree in 
December 1981 from New World 
Bible Institute of Hayti, Mo. 

Since coming to Salem, his lead­
ership has increased member­
ship; a new member class was 
started as well as a Sunday School 
staff training class; and Operation 
Excellence, an educational assis­
tance program, was organized. 
Gov. James Thompson appointed 
Shelby to serve on the Martin Lu­
ther King Jr. Holiday Council 
during the fall of 1985. 

Shelby, with the help of area 
pastors and laypersons, held the 
first observance of the national 
holiday honoring Martin Luther 
King Jr. on Jan. 20, 1986. He 
brought to the church a three- to 
five-year building plan, which 
has been accepted by the church. 
The ground for this project was 
broken on June 10, 1990, and the 
actual construction is planned for 
~~1 - ' I' ~~; ~:!(: ; r " 
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Salem Baptist Church to 'mark, 130 years 
By JASO~ CARSON WILSON ~zsltj ~id Sa.em's founders, including · during the late 1860s. designated as a local historical 
News4azette Staff Writer ' Susan Franklin Johnson, Kitty After the fire, they met in landmark by the Champaign 

CHAMPAIGN - Salem Bap- Lee, T.J. Shore, J.W., Randolph, each other's homes until the County Bicentennial Commission 
tist Church will celebrate its Anna Randolph, Martin Dan- church moved to its present 10- in 1976. , 
130th anniversary on Sunday. dridge and Sarah Bromwell, be- cation, 500 E. Park Ave., C, in ' Although the church started 

Salem's pastor, the Rev . gan holding services in an old 1908. ' out with fewer than 30 members, 
Claude Shelby Sr.,' will speak at coffeehouse at 406 E. Park St., C, Vpon coming to the new build-' its congregation now numbers 
the 11 a.m. Sunday service. in 1866. , ing, members decided the about 300. Several building 

The Rev. Courtney Jones, pas- At that time, the church, then church needed a new, name. changes have been made to ac-
tor of Pleasant Grove Baptist known as Second Baptist From then on, it became known commodate the growth. In 1956, 
Church in St. Louis, will speak at Church; had only 29 members. as Salem Baptist Church, the an addition to the 1908 structure 
the 4 p.m. service. Tinsley said the congregation church clerk said. was erected. In 1993, a new 

Church clerk Veola Tinsley met there until it burned down Tinsley said the building was sanctu~ry was built. 
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Salem loo~s to its past, future 
.Cornerston~"'z....-G. tion in March 1992 and a catedAug. 22, 1993. It cost about 

program for the funeral of $700,000, not including volunteer 

e ent marks year Theotto Bowles, Salem's oldest labor. 
V member at the time of his death. The Church Co. of st. Louis 

, , b 'I d ' g Salem Baptist began planning had started as construction man-
: I n new U I I n for a new sanctuary and related ager, but Shelby eventually took 
: By The New.Gazette facilities in late 1983. The over those duties. 
; CHAMPAIGN - Salem Bap- church started with about The new addition was built of 
,tist Church members have laid a ' $20,000 in a "dream fund." red brick to match the old 
:cornerstone for the church's Church members began adding church building, which was de­
'year-old sanctuary. to that and borrowed the rest signated a historic site by the 
, About 150 people attended a from the Bank of Illinois, ac- Champaign County Bicentennial 
service and ceremony Sunday at cording to Salem's pastor, the Commission. 
the church, 500 E. Park St., C. Rev. Claude E. Shelby Sr. Shelby said his 400-member 

The Rev. John L. Gibson, pas- Groundbreaking took place congregation continues to use 
tor of Rising Sun Missionary June 3, 1990, to coincide with the the old building. Plans are to de­
,Baptist Church in Peoria, said church's 124th anniversary. Con- velop a Family Life Center in the 
;the cornerstone's symbolic func- struction started in September old church, with exercise pro­
,tion was "to bring others to Je- 1991. grams for families and recre-
sus Christ." Workers - including many ation for children. 

Among nine items placed in church members and other vol- A new sanctuary was needed 
:the cornerstone were a program unteers - began putting up the because the old church was not 
,from Sunday's service, a photo- 13,866-square-foot addition in easily accessible to the disabled 
.graph of church members stand- March 1992. and some of the elderly, accord-
ing on the new edifice's founda- The new sanctuary was dedi- ing to Shelby. 
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Salem I~~~s to its past, future 
• Cornerston~ tion in March 1992 and a cated Aug. 22, 1993. It cost about 

program for the funeral of $700,000, not including volunteer 

event marks year Theotto Bowles, Salem's oldest labor. 
member at the time of his death. The Church Co. of St. Louis 

in new building Salem Baptist began planning had started as construction man-
, for a new sanctuary and related ager, but Shelby eventually took 
By The News-Gazette facilities in late 1983. The over those duties. 

: CHAMPAIGN ,- Salem Bap- church ,started with about The new addition was built of 
,tist Church members have laid a ' $20,000 in a "dream fund." red brick to match the old 
:cornerstone for the church's Church members began adding church building, which was de­
'year-old sanctuary. to that and borrowed the rest signated a historic site by the 

About 150 people attended a from the Bank of Illinois, ac- Champaign County Bicentennial 
service and ceremony Sunday at cording to Salem's pastor, the Commission. . 
,the church, SOO E. Park St., C. Rev. Claude E. Shelby Sr. Shelby said his 400-member 
. The Rev. John L. Gibson, pas- Groundbreaking took place congregation continues to use 
'tOl:' of Rising Sun Missionary June 3,1990, to coincide with the the old building. Plans are to de­
Baptist Church in Peoria, said church's 124th anniversary. Con- velop a Family Life Center in the 
the cornerstone's symbolic func- struction started in September old church, with exercise pro­
tion was "to bring others to Je- 1991. grams for families and recre-
sus Christ." Workers - including many ation for children. 

Among nine items placed in church members and other vol- A new sanctuary was needed 
the cornerstone were a program unteers - began putting up the because the old church was not 
,from Sunday's service, a photo- 13,866-square-foot addition in easily accessible to the disabled 
,graph of church members stand- March 1992.- - and ~ome of the elderly, accord-
.ing on the new edifice's founda- The new sanctuary was dedi- ing to Shelby. 
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J\merica's hope 
, 

Ij~F~B ~i~h. blacks, 

~ertlrrOO~~~~~ gm fu 

Of The,Courier the core of the problem. 
· Because of their long suffer- I Other radical elements, he 

ing as a race, . blacks are best went on , are not in a position 
equipped to salvage American to find an answer ·to -America's 
c:ulture, members !!! Salem,Bap- human problems . 
• tIst; Church and guests weI e tom "The realization by white stu-
FrIday. . . . d~nt ·radicaIs r'of what America 

For the .-second consec.u~ve is really like so blew their minds 
year, the ·Rev. C. T. VIVIan" that they try to destroy it the 

\ currently head of ~e Black Cen- way it has destr9Yed them," 
" ,ter for , Commuruty Strategy, he said, citing the'many bomb-
t. spoke at the annual Brotberh~ ing and attempted bombings in 1 .-

' . Banquet . of the Champaign recent months. . . 
church...... . feW 'eed 'to be ·ti · b t 

' Alth.ough those present totaled, e ,n . ·en ~, ' ~ 
• fewer than last year's overllow ~e can t be bItter because cnt-
• crowd more than 100 persons ICS must have a sense of who 
~ , . they h bei ..... "h 

I heard the Rev. Mr. Yivian de- . are as um~ ....,5, · e 
fine the central question as ''not Said. . 
what America is like but who - Unless blacks ·are successful, 
.are we?". ' , he, warned, "not. omy will ~e 

t "We who have taken ourselves go down .the dram but so ~ill 
I lightly have become the single all Amenca.. because AmerIca 
~ . East important factor in .Amer- CanNOOVE'itsfJf'2 1 1971 

I ican life today," he said. ~~ W merur, be aMed, 
"And our answer to this ques- that others do not have' contri­

tion is central not only for sav- butions/ to make or · that the 
ing ourselves but for -saving a contributionS of others are \yith-
culture," he added. out meaID.ng" ' 

Using a Biblical comparison, 'But inankind ·now is at a ·new 11 

the Rev. Mr. Vivian said blacks crisis. Once Eastern man had 
are like the rejected stone that been itssaivation by . giving . the 
becomes the corner~one. world great religions. . . -' 

"It is . a sociological fact that Then Western 'man discoVered 
· the rejected ·stone becomes the the technology to ·.produce the ,. t cornerstone because -a culture physical things it needed. , 
· seeks that which it had.rejected Now, .African· man must shoW ,. 

as a means of saving 'itself," man how to live with one an­
he said. other~ • 

Having been long rejected, Mrican man is equipped ' for 
blacks know what America -is this task, he said, because in 
really like, he con~inued . the ' tru~ ,African culture a man 
Best critics will not . go to work until he 

"We are America's best erit- has resolved his differences with 
I Ics becaues we ..have created his neighbor. 

the only cultural style it can American blacks, further-
call its own. more, cannot ignore this task ,. 

"The young gravitate toward because "this is- the only land 
black dance, music and style. we have and the only land we 

"Those who have created a are likely to ever bave," ·he 
country's culture ·can best speak said. 

I totnecountry'sneeds." Rev. Mr. Vivian W<!S aecom-
. In the respect, he said, "no panied by his wife, Octavia, the 
one is more radical than us," author of a book on Coretta 
because "there is something King, widow of Dr. Martin Luth-

\ about black style that t uts er King Jr . . 
~---------- --... - . ~. 
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Contr91, unity, ' identity 
SUN FEB , ~ , , 

_~neeaea:()for ' black:'arrival' 
~. 

By Darlene Napady of the alphabet soup will not your own history the same 
Of The Courier be able to save you." , ' games get played on you time 

'Blacks must have controt unl- This brought the first of , ~any and time again." 
ty, and identity if they' are to, rounds of applause frQm the I '''You and I are stronge~ than 
"arrive" as well as "survive," several hundred persons galli- we think because we have 8ur~ 
the Rev. C. T. Vivian told the ered at the church. '" ' , \rived despite ,everything pone 
Salem Baptist ~16th , an- rhe Rev. Mr. Vivian , called to , destroy lIS. We 'now must, 
nual Brotherhood banquet Fri- for complete control by blacks channel that strength so that ' 
day. " " over their own land, ' program~" W~ICIf" ,aF~e ~s , w~~ as 'sur-
, The Rev. Mr. Vivian made priorities and problms. ', ', 'V~~n r t. 0 0 , 1~70 , 

I ,only brief references to his I ac- "The police ' who now roam I Blacks, furthermore, are ' the 
tivities as coordinator ofa coali- our ' soil are there to ,protect salvation of the Christian faith ' 
tion for United Community Ac- "liIi~i>fDpeJ:ty not black lives," and ' American society; the Rev. 
tion, which recently forced Chi- ~UIi'U- t. tj B 1 Q7ra .'· Mr. Vivian said. , , 
cago area building trades un- -"The average white 'fSdI)c!eman - He warned his , audience not 
ionS to agree to admit more is 'racist to the , core and has imitate the' . "white, dead 
blacks. " ' , no respect for black lives. I'm churcD," or "you, too, are 

Instead he hammered away hot saying that aU whites are dead .'" : ' 
at the underlying philosophy of racists, I but just that so few "We live in a soCiety that 
the black movement for equal of them are not that we cannot knows how to make things but 
rights and benefits. allow them to control our lives." not how to make us 'live togeth- . 

Neither prominent leaders nor Besides control, blacks must er. We neecLthe_.white Jllan~ 
national organizations can pro- have unity if they are to' make things, but he needs our soul. ' 
duce true freedom for black themselves felt. "They need us- worse than 
AlnericaIDi,,' be warned. , "This doesn't have to ~ ,100 we ' need them. We will not ie- , 

',"Only two things are , c;lear; per cent unity, but it should ject them but neither will we 
first, we must 'remake where be at least 80 per cent unity. allow the evil man to be in ' 
we are, because .tills is the ' only, The other 20 per cent should control ,of the , good man's 
land we have , and , are likely keep their mouths shut. , t . bouse." ' .; ' 
to have; and second, what really "In Chicago we dragged the ' 
matters is what happens at th .building trades unions, one ' of 

, local level," he said. - . the most powerful ,institutions 
_ "In Martin Luther King Jr.' in the nation, to the table be- r 

we created the .- greatest voice: cause we had unity. We ' didn' t ' ' 
this nation has ever heard, we , get everything we want; but we 
created a national movement: did get a decision." , 
we mar6hed ' l00,OOO strong, we Because blacks still -lack a 
brought into being national leg- sense of identity, the third , De­

islation, yet all this still did cessity, they are vulnerable to 
not bring us freedom.-, . ' , v.1tite society. ' : 

"Don't wait for another Mar- "A man who doesn't know 
tin Luther King," he warned. who he is will be used and 
"No ODe can free us because misused by those who know who 
we must free ourselves. ; they are. 

"The national organizations "White people kno~ how im­
all are in shambles, so SCLC; portant we are, but we don't 
CORE, NAACP, and the rest know it yet. If you don't know 
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T -2 , THE CHAMPAIGN·U 

/ 

• • " I . • • :l 

"'/' .. :t;M 'c~!~rsJ\ 
' ' ,: CHURCH, 500 East :Park ·. 

, ,,' J ' Street, Champaign" " , ' , 
.,,'.: 'f.... ; The Salem . Baphst ., 

, ":':'- 1' ':, Church was organized as .\ 
, , ., , ;' " t~e Second Baptist Mis- , i 
; ', ; " slonary Church in 1867 by , 1 

, " ". Susan , Franklin Johnson. I 
. ". :" Kitty Lee. T .. J. Shores, J ,' ') ." '.·r> ·W. Randolph and Martin -- 1 

,~~ , ;',:', ', 1..' ': Dandrage. ~ lot , a,t the :. 
.. ," ' ,' : -.~: '. ,,' corner of FIfth ,and Park :,' 
... ' : ~<. :;~ : ;" -:in ' Champaign 'was purch- ,..J 
';,'~ . ',";, . ~::" .. ;, ~ ',~, ased.in 1869 ' and a frame' i 
: .. ' ' .', " . : 'I~: ; building ' erected, When': ) 
;:',; l~:" ':"~""i' :" thi~ burned. a second was 
£ : . ,-" , ~ >!-" ,: '. built on Clark Street. The " 
,, '; , .-, ' . ' ',name ,'was 'changed to ' 

4: ' ,.' ", " '.;,\:: ' ; ,.' 'Salem 'Baptist about 1900: ; 
~ .. :: :,. . .. I ;,~ "" ,<'~ ;:!he , pres~nt church build- j' 
' .. ." . ' " :., ... ' ,mg. on the Original site. 
· :"':t . :; " ~.:::;.:-:: . : is designed ' of simple, " 
( " :; .. T' :::' ','clean-edged , mass~8 df' '1 
I~~ .. • ' .,~. ~ },... " /", .. red brick .. " ': '. . ..' . 
r , ' "' :,:- '1':\ : .~;:i· : The church has always I 
~ , ,: "'; " ' . '~ :'" been ' a cornerstone of the )1 

" ~ , ' " I • , ' Black, community, ' meet· , / 
? ~ . ' : ' ;i' ·: :::·';Ing" politlcal. ~ocla1. and 1 I ....... . 

' . . , .. \:': religi?us ~eeds. . .' . '.' , IUGIt,. • " , , , i G _ .,": em I . ...., ... 5:11. r " ' .!, , . , " ' , 1·163-6142. · . " , ' \ ' - ________________ _ 
, : " . " , .' ~ ;;k;;: ---------..:-----... ~- ... - . .- MUST IE , MOVED. ",'LL MOVE 

~ . ' .. .1 , 8i1 ' M bll H -. - MAGNOLI" 2A1ISoI. , bed~. 11'1 , WITHIN IIEASONAILE DISTANCE. 
c' ' . u , , : 0 , 0""1 , . MIIII, I.roe IIwlno ~ ••• ~fli!ftl mo Stlull, 12 X .0 wIlli T X U 11"'-". 

, " . ' ," . ~ .. , ' " For Sal, ;' . cordliion. ""'" be tNYed, nIT. , "ppH.ncH. drep", ..... c~no, L ', . .. . ! t • 1IoI-S2~T, ' ./. Ivmact •• Ir cordlilonlno. lie . 2 
' ,' .. :", '. $\12)(.0 FOrTH' P.n.. _ lOX.., ' ------------------, - , or 2 bedrooms • ..-n for wfl1ller end 

'~~ ', -' . . '" H"' Moan, ow,... will 'IMncl to r.. .,m CAITERION, '2 X .o, 2 ~, . c.tryft' ." bethrocm. ,Weettct.Y1. \1: 30 to 
I ' ... . ' . " ItIIe ~IOI'I , .1 1ft. tn benk I... relied IIVlno ,r6om \~lIlno. c:e~lno, ~ p.m .• I·I.,·JIIO. E;'~~ .nd 

t , ' . " ,' ... . lerH' r.I". 1-t93-tS59. II "\raughout • • dr.~rl". fI.oowm; ..... -. . -"endS. after' p.m. I· . '. ... \,:.:: _ _ _ ____ chored •• nd ~sltlrflno, 35f.0951. I . ___ --__________ .. ---

i, ' ' ',. '~' 1975 "B.,;ii;d;,bl;;Id.; tobedr",,",I. 2 -----:------f-t ·--:--:-1 . IMPEIIIAL VILLAGE-nO ~ 
• " ; ,MItII , \urderplnned and ~rt"" on • ' / * * . '* " . for 2 bedroom holM. NHds -

. . ' ; • nle» 101 In Cend '.-wood. ., ,900, PI>cIne : I . . , . war1t. IilClUlrw IIH",,", r 1010 
' . ' . anyt ...... I.J,..206', FliE YOUR L NOLORO ... STOP CoIor:7edo• Urtlene. 1-
, : _ MJs,;;i~';-M-'; 5 ;,-~o; ~e~L:1.T~~ o~IE~J{J:~~~THSJ --::-- ·--*--A-cr--.;---- \--

• ; cefnber. \ 1m Ooredo, 12lI(U. 2~BUILD EQUITY EVERY MONTH •• ..;.... , 
. r_. Clniuml_ , sl~ kll FOR YOOR FUTUIIE , .. For .. 11m... * U/'\D1l£ OOME SERVlC£* ./ 
. end "'-tIer bedr..."", Cell "'79· "#111 '""'" end '''3" • '"""'" you - mvo __ ~ __ ..l. ___________ ...:__ uP! • _ m~" 2 ~ DEPENDAIILE. IlEA50 ..... IILE. AU 
E_ ~ _ n-pwdo. 2 ~__ _":""'tar lsal '""'" end il" ,""",,,Iy REPAIIIS. SETUPS, TE ... R ~S. 
cfinlno roam. 8!>I>liencH. , ... _ _ _ you ~ ".~che ... ....., 710 ""HTElIll'HG. MOVING. ItO Tou.. 
.,..,..-... 1 ·~5Il, 1q.If, 2 bedr""", _ , lDf.,..,..-.. !..~~ _____________ _ 
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( 
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MORTGAGE BURNING COMMITTEES 

General Chairman: 

Program 

Deacon David Sayles 
In Charge of 

Financial Efforts 
Deacon L. T. Tinsley, C~mn. 
Mrs. Ann Thompson 

Mrs. Helen Hite, women 
Bro. Robert McGraw, men 

Miss Carol Alexander 
Miss Margarette McKinney 

Courtesy 

Deacon George Bigham 

Photographs 

Trustee Roscoe Tinsley 

Clean-Up 

Salem Baptist Brotherhood 

Pub Ii ci ty 

Rev. Cecil Webb 

Finance Committee 

Deacon David Sayles 
Trustee Jasper Lewis 
Deacon Otis Scott 
Deacon James O. Wilson 
Trustee Theotto Bowles 

Kitchen 

Salem Baptist Usher Board 

Historical 

Mrs. Velma Colley, Chrmn. 
Mrs. Veola Tinsley 

~Je are blessed at Salem with Pastor A. T. Rowan; 
Rev. Cecil Webb, assistant pastor; Rev. C. E. 
Campbell, Rav. G. T. Williams, and Rev. Clarence 
Thomas, associate ministers. These faithful 
ministers are an asset to our church and community. 
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by CHUCK FLYNN 
NEWS-GAZEITE EDITOR 

,; 

"I may not carry out this mission, but it is my 
fervent hope that it will be done! " The Rev. William 
Howe Donaldson spoke as we talked about aspira­
tions of Salem Baptist Church which next Sunday 
will observe its llOth anniversary of service to the 
communities of Champaign and Urbana. 

The mission to which Rev. Donaldson referred is 
the building of a new church for the congregation of 
300. The basis for hope lies in a "Dream Fund," now 
55,000, to accomplish the task. Rev. Donaldson has I 
served as pastor of Salem Baptist on two occasions, 
from 1949 to 1953 and from 1968 to the present. 

His tenure is second only to that of Rev. W. H. 
Stedman, who was pastor from 1894 to 1903. It was 
the Rev. Mr. Stedman who directed efforts to build 
a church dedicated in 1900 and records say he had 
"one of the most prosperous pastorates in the his· 

, tory of the church." 
Rev. Donaldson also pas been a driving force to 

make Salem Baptist a significant part of the religi­
ous life in this area. Cast in a different time span, 
his accomplishments have been none-the-less effec­
tive. Small in stature - he stands S-S and weighs 178 
- the pastor looms large for influence upon his 
congregation, for a strong youth movement, and 
widespread public service. 

Changed Atmosphere For Blacks 
He foresees many problems before the dream 

church can be . built. They are not all financial. 
"There has been. quite a change in the atmosphere 
for black people in these communities. In 1949-50, 
virtually every member of Salem Baptist liv,ed 
within walking distance of the church at SOO East 

- Park. Now, the membership is spread out all over 
the cities. The parsonage, for example, is at In2 
South Prospect. We provide bus transportation to 
services. A resounding question about a new church 
is where it should be located." -

The pastor has many fine people to assist him in 
making these decisions. L. T. Tinsley is chairman of 
the board of directors, Sherman Oldham, vice­
chairman. Other directors are James A. Wilson, who 
heads the Sund~y school program ; Clarence Taylor, 
Theotto Bowles, Verlon Buchanan, R.E. Goines, 
James McKinley, Carl Turley and Willie Herington. 
Bowles is chairman of the trustees who include 
Robert Lewis, George Bigham, William Miller, ' 
Charles Hassell, Willie Holt, Albert Alexander and 
Millard Gray. 

Anniversary Scheduled Oct. 24 
The anniversary sermon Oct. 24 will be given by 

the Rev. Cecil A. Webb, son oC-former pastor Rev. 
A. S. Webb, who served the church from 1938 to 
1948. Also on the rostrum will be Rev. Morris Clark. 
Both are products of Salem Baptist and are engaged 
in ministries at Danville and Mattoon, respectively. 

First efforts to form a Baptist Church in Cham­
paign-Urbana began as early as 1856 when Cham­
paign was known as West Urbana. For a year 
or two under the l~dership of Rev. A. L. Farr the 
church prospered. Then the atmosphere became 
charged with enmities growing out of moral issues 
of slavery. The membership drifted apart with the 
advent of the Civil War. 

A Rev. W. T. Green continued to preach to Ba~ 
tists , however, in Bailey's Hall on North Neil Street. 
Services were held on Sunday afternoons since the 
Methodist Church occupied the hall in mornings and 
evenings . In 1864 a Rev. Alexander Cummings 
brought together 10 men and 14 women who had 
indicated a desire to organize themselves into a 
Bapti st chu rch. 
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Council Organizes Church 
A Council of Recognition was formed and met 

twice in the fall of 1864. Influential in its activities 
was Rev . S. F . Gl~ason of Bethel Church in 
Mahomet. 

On Nov. 28, 1864, the church, fully organized and 
recognized, began its work as Champaign Baptist 
Church. First services were held in a hall owned by 
Joseph T. Everett on University avenue "east of the 
tracks." Soon lots were purchased at the comer of 
Park and State streets and a church was built there. 
Great assistance in fund raising came fl"9m a young 
member, Fred Heimlicher. 

The church, having been named as Salem Baptist 
in 1866, continued in the Park and State location 
until 1899 when the original structure of the present 
chuch was built. It since has had many alterations 
and enlargements, including installation of a pipe 
organ in February 1926, the gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence A. Uoyde, in memory of his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. D.H. Lloyde, who had been members of 
Salem Baptist almost from its beginning. 

- "While the church has had its ups and downs," 
Rev. Donaldson observed, "it has performed a won­
derful ministry to the communities. Throughout its 
history .Salem Baptist has been close to the .Uni­
versity of Illinois and to the black students there." 
Among outstanding students who were members of 
Salem, Rev. Donaldson recalls Mary Frances Vai­
nado Walden, Leonard Watson, Don Stevens, and 
from University administration, Asst . Vice­
Chancellor Walter Strong. 

Champions Of Civil Rights . 
He credits two pastors, Rev. Eugene H. Williams ' 

(1956-61) and Rev. A.T. Rowan (1961-64) with exert- ./ 
iog "great influence" during civil rights activities , 
which had bearing upon improvement of social and I 
economic conditions for blacks on the campus and in I 
the communities. 

I asked Rev. Donaldson to look ahead 100 years to I 
envision what Salem Baptist Church may be in 2076. 
"With the inroads being made today upon our 
church structure, it is a good question whether I 

churches, as we know them, will survive," he said. 
"I think they will but perhaps not in the form we 
know at present. I am concerned as are many 
people about the deterioration of respect for the 
church as indicated in our disrespect for the Sab­
bath and for conventional morality." 

At the age of 74, in the zenith of his career, Rev. 
Doanidson looks ahead with optimism, however, and 
with faith that what has been accomplished by 
Salem Bap"tist Church can be continued. His 
philosophy, he says, is best expressed in this bit of 
verse entitled "The Bridge Builder." 

An old man, travelling a lone highway, 
Came at evening, w9rn and gray, 
To a chasm, far, deep and wide. 
The old man stopped on the other side 
To build a bridge to span the tide. 
.. Hey' .... said a fellow pilgrim near, . 

. "You are wasting your time building here. \ 
Your journey ends with the close of day, 
You never again shall pass this way." \ 
The old man lifted his gray head 
And in the twilight, calmly said : 
"There follows after me today 
A youth whose feet must pass this way. \ 
And the chasm that meant but naught for me 
To this fine youth may. a pitfall be. 
So, I pause here in the twilight dim, 
My friend, I'm building this bridge for him'" 

i?~2 ~ 
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" , ~ The Baptist 
· General State Convention .. 

OF ILLINOIS 
SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH 

JUNE 4 to 10J 1923 
PROGRAM 

1. Music by the Salem Choir. 
2. Invocation-Rev. A. McKee, Pastor Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Champaign. 

3. Welcome in behalf of the Sunday School-Miss Virginia Smith. 

4. Welcom.e in behalf of B. y, D.-Mr. J. W. Harwell. 

5. Vocal Solo--Mrs. Lena J ordan, Mt. Olive Baptist Church. 

6. Welcome in behalf of W. H. ancl F. M. Society-Mrs. H. J. Well s. 
7. Welcome in behalf of Y. W. Mis~ i o nary Society-Miss Alice Baxter. 

8. Welcome in behalf of Junior Mi ssionary Society-Mi ss Willa Mae Nel son. 
9. Instrumental Solo-Mrs. Mildred Graves. 

10. Welcome in behalf of Salem Baptist Church-Mrs. L. B. Benton. 

11. Welcome in behalf of Mt. Olive Baptist Church-Miss A. M. Sprights. 
12. Vocal Duett-Mesdames Ollie Rogel'S and L. McHaney. 
13. Welcome in behalf of Ministerial Alliance-Rev. J . W. Jacobs. 

14. Welcome in behalf of Inter-City Ministers' Association-Rev. H. A. Reck. 
15. Welcome in behalf of Twin City Baptist Church-Rev. C. C. Long, Urbana, III. 
16. Music by Junior Choir. 

17. Welcome in behalf of Physician s-H. E. Rowan , M.D. 

18. Welcome in behalf of Business Men-Mr. Albert Lee. 

19. Welcome in behalf of Chamber of Commerce, Champai g·n-Mr. J. E. fil son. 

20. Welcome in behalf of W. C. T. U.-Mrs. M. Snyder, President, Urbana. 
21. Welcom~ in behalf of ' Fraternities-Mr. F ra nk Gray. 

22. Welcome in behalf of University of Illin ois-Dean T. A. Clark, Urbana, Ill. 

23 . Welcome in behalf of City of Champaign- Mayor Geo. J. Babb. 

24. Response by Rev. C. Morgan Miller, Bloomington, Ill. 

Presentation by Pastor, R. A. Hayden . 

Mrs. Eva T. Dean, Mistress of Ceremonies 
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OctohC'r 1. 1975 

SllP..JECT: Historic Preservation of Sal~m Baptist rhurch at Fifth f· l'arl~ Streets 

TO lIistori c Preservation COl'1mi t ~ee for Champair.n (Hemhers .lo1m roll ison . 
Beth Kalm. Bruce Lynch, nnd Greg HcDaniel) 

, 
Salem Baptist Church ~ .'hic11 \·:as re~)Uilt in 1907 deserves con'.c;ideration for 

historic preservation. ~or ever a hunrlred years Salem llns been significant to 

the Dlack community. Throueh its ministrYJencoura~ed Blacks to educate them-

selves. and has been the backbone and the training scllool that h~s given the 

masses of Champnir,n/Urhana Rlacks the op~ortunity to dev~lor>. There is a r.enius 

in the "soul" in this church, something that gives it life and vitalit:-.'. that 

makes it and its buildin?, stand O\lt si~nificantlv ahove its creeds) dtuals and 

doctrines
1 

something \.·hich makes it a unique institution that is yorthy of preser -.,.-

vation. 

The history of the church ~er,im in 1867 Hhen Sister ~usan Frnnl:lin Johnson, 

Kitty Lee. Brother T . .1. Shores, .1. H. Randolph and Hartin J)<1ndrap,e met the 

council at the Old Coffee P]<1ce. 406 East Park Street, and organized a t'issionarv 

Baptist Church. The church was named Second Baptist~lissionary Church, It was 

reco~nized hy the First Baptl st Ch;lrch of Champaign, the Fj rst Baptist Church of 

LTrb:ma and the First Baptist (hurch of :·!:lhoMet. 11] inois. Sister ;'i1.lired GreY I 

then a Music student at the University 6f Illinois. pbyed the or:.:m for severa] 

vear". ~'Ir . Les tel' .lohnson, a ~el':'!bcr of the church, bouf.ht the be]]1 Fldch is 

" ,,--

nm·.' :n tlie Lefr:,,'. :lr5. Eva T. Deam \,'as President of the '~omefi' s ,· f)'i,,'i ~ion of the 

National . Baptist Convention. <1nd also Superintendent of the Sundav School. The 

church \,'as received into the h'hite J:nptist f..ssoci:ltinn. TIle Superintendent of 
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the Sunday School tJaS Brother Lloyd of the First Baptist Church, in Champaign . 

Sister Bidler. of the First Baptist Church in Champair.n, taught the Adult 

Sunday School Class. 

Reverend William l-lashington was called to pastor and was assisted by 

Reverend T . J. Shores. The church purchased the lot on Fifth and Park Street 

and proceeded to erect a church about 1869. This frame building burned down, 

causing the membership to again rent a place for worship. In 1887 the pastor 

was Reverend F. Gray and by this time, the church had purchased a lot on 

Clark Street and erected a building there. : In 1893, The Wood River Association 

met here with the church, and Second Baptist Church joined the Wood River 

District Association. Because Second Baptist was too small to accommodate the 

delegation, services were lleld in the hall over Swanell's Drug Store. now Grant's 

at the corner of Hain and Hickory Streets. 

In 1902 Reverend J. H. Nickols increased the interest in the church and the 

Sunday School. He interceded and cleaned-up the church lot at Park and Fifth 

Streets. He ~as makine plans to erect another church ' there when he resigned. 

Reverend S. L. Edwards was then called to pastor. He had the name of the church 

changed from Second Baptist to Salem Baptist. He succeeded in buildin~ the present 

church. In 1908 the cornerstone ,,',as laid. In 1911 old seats were discarded and 

new petJs installed. These pe\-JS were used until 1958. In 1917 Reverend S. t-l. Hall. 

who succeeded Reverend S. C. Clanton, had the ceiling' lm-;ered and the church deco-

rated.' In 1920 under Reverend R. H. Haydep, the church was remodeled and the lot 

in the rear of the church was purchased. A baptistry and two :rest. rooms were also 
"' •. :.: .. 1 ' • • -~- ... 

installed. The ne'J addition now stands on the lot vhich '-las purchased. 

In 1925 Reverend Dabney Jones succeeded Reverend Hayden. nurin~ his admini-

stration, the front stairs were remodeled and the entrance was changed from the 
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west to the south side; wllere it is now located. 

In 1953 a nursery \"as put in the' 'c-hurch basement. 

~ 

" 

It was dedicated to the 

memory of Mrs. Hattie J. Wells, who served as Superintendent of the Sunday School 

from 1925 until her death on September la, 1953. In April 1956, Reverend Eugene 

H . . Williams \"as called. On r-tay 27, ' 1957, the church officially voted to build 

the annex. The new addition was started in Aug~st 1957 and completed in February 

1958. Tile new annex consists of ten cl~ss rooms, two rest rooms, baptismal pool. 

pastor's office and study, complete net .. modern kitchen, ban1uet room, three storage' 

closets, new light fixtures, new heating system and two entrances. The exterior 

of the church was tuck-pointed ~nd sandblasted, complete new front entrance, 

cottage style windows, outside trim painted and new outside oak d60rs. The inside 

was completely redocorated with new pews, pulpit furniture, communioR table . seven 

deacon chairs, and rubber tile on the floor at a cost of $52,000. 

Reverend tL H: Donaldson is the current pastor. lie had previously served 

as pastor of Salem from 1949 to 1953. Under his administration, the mortgage on 

the parsonage was burned, the duplex offering system was set-up. a typewriter 

purchased, rugs for the parsonage were bought, desk for the church office, a new 

kitchen, hot wat~r tank and a gas furnace for the parsonage installed . new lIymnals 

and robes purchased, a rug for the / aisles, a motion picture projector and screen . 

filing cabinet, adding machine, mimeograph machine and other office equipment 

f 

purchased. 

' -. 
t ... . : .. :", '. --:;-!_ .. 
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Under r..everend J)on.,ldson the church h:lS been important in hrin~in~ 

the people in the comr.tunity tor-ether for a comlnon cause. ;lnd traininr,them 

for concerted action. The church has he en important in providin~ an orr,anized 

felJowship for Hlac~ Leaders. Over the years Salem like other nlack Insti­

wh-elte, 
tutions can be c<tlled theories of accor.lr.toclations perc protest hec,me fornl1l:lted 

and sprenJed. The church sOr.Jr.timcs took actions itself in thC" :'o':Jer- field I 

atter.Jptin~ to improve the Black's lot or voicin~ the Rlack protest. Evenmore 

often I Salem has .:lhTays provided t:l(~ means hy Hhic!l Black Leaders and orr.ani­
,J 

zations, \vhich arc more directly concerned \.'ith pOl .'('r prohlems, could reach 

HInck ;>eople. 

Yes . Salem Baptist Churc!l is si~nificant to Black people,and deserves 

consideration for historic preservation . 

. ~~~ . 
J C.lb~/ . 

~l/f/Y} l~ 1:)-",t~C,., 

/ 

:' 
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!\Von T. Killion 
UP 236 
Hember, Champaign Historic Preservation 
Committee 
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CHURCH UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

1906 

NO WINDOWS 
WEST SIDE LOOKING SOUTH 
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The National Engraving 
Co. Is th e new industr~' 

that made these cuts. 

e9 

,-uy Itu.) /JULU uII UUIlU~ ulla tntereSI 
amounting to $23,350, these bonds wert 
issued in 1898 and 1902 when the city 
was receiving a large license revenue. 

The tax levy pclssed by the city coun­
cil in the year 1909 was the only tax 
levy ordered by the city tor more than 
tweille years in which no levy was made 
for the payment 0/ bonds or interest on 
bonds. 

The present city tax rate is the low­
est it has been jor more than seven years. 

The only tax this year that was lower 
than losf ypor was the city tax. 

The Salem Baptist Church, A monument to the workers of the colorec 
Baptists of Champaign. Ev,ery 'colorec1 man should vote against the saloo[ 
for if they return a drunken mob may destroy you r homes a nd compel you 
to flee for your lives as they have done in Springfield, Cairo and East St 
Louis. Saloons are the greatest enemy of the colored race. 

J. M. Rivers, pastor of Salem Baptist church. 

ouder Building ; another busy place in the new Green Street district. 
A. T. Jackson, Pastor of Bethel A. M. E. churGb. 

an Church's new 
sa loons go out. 

ition costing $16000.00. Churches 

, 

The Fisk building South Wright Street. Real estate values have 
made a wonderful advance here in three dry y~rs. 

/3 ftP T I <..fT- S f]-A- E 
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Condense d frOlI! 

Historic Preservation Cor.m:ittee for Champaign COlmty 
'OFlembers - John Collison, Beth KalIn, Bruce Lynch, and Gref!. }"l cDaniel) 

Salem Baptist Church which was rebuilt in 1907 deserveR consider8tion 
for historic preservation. For over a hundre~~ear8 Salem h~s been si r, nificant to 
to the Black Community. Through its mini stry,,~ncouraged ' !-Blacks to educate 
themselves and has been the bGckbone 8nd traininr school that has /!iven the 
~asse8 of Champaign-Urbana ~l~cks the opportunity to revelop. There is a 
genius in the "soul" of t¥~hurci:l, somethinp that ~ive8 it life and vit81jty 
that makee it and its building stind out sip:nificantly ahoTe its creeds, 
rituals and doctrines, something which makes it a uniqlle in~tjtut j on that 
is worthy of preservation. 

The hhtory of the church bef'sn in 1867 when Sister Sus8n Frankljn 
Johnlton, Kitty Lee, Brother T. J • . Shores, J. W. RBncolph, and J'lartin Danrr,l'. p-' e 
"'let~ 1 the eouncil lit the Ol~ Coffee Plaee, 406 East Pf!rk Street ;md orr-nni7.ed 
a }~ iS!!Jj onarv Baptist Church. The church .. las named Second B'3rtist J-l issj onary 
Church. It was recognized by the First Baptist Church of Champai~n, the 
Fjrst Baptist Ch~rch of Urbana cnd ~he First Baptist Church of Mahonet. 
(The church was ~~cei ved into the White Baptiet Assoda.tion. ~ 

_ The church purchased the lot on Fifth and Park Street. and proceeded 
to erect a church building about 1869. This frame buildin~ burned down. 
After locating on Clark Street in 1887, it eventually returned to the orip.inal 
site about 1902 and eventually a church building wall erected. In the meantime 
the name of the church changed from Second Baptist to Salem Baptist. In 1908 
cornerstone waB laid. In 19'1 0 t ne church was remodeled and the lot in the 
rear of the church was purchased. 

The church 80metinles took action itself i~wer field, attemptinr, to 
improve the Black's lot or voicing the Black protest. Salem has always pro­
vided the means by which Black Leaders and organizations which are wore di-
rectly concerned with power problems, could reach Black people. ~-

Avon T. Killion 

" 
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