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Rev. Moore
Accepts Call
ToPastorate

The Rev. A. B. Moore ol
Muskogee, Okla., has accepted
a call to bccome pastor of Sa-
lem Baphst Church in Cham-
ypaign. r o9 1964
| The Rev. OM.r “Moore, pastor
‘of the First Baptist Church in
:Pawhuska, Okla.,, was born in
Georgia. His falher was a minl-
-ster for 50 years.

The Rev. Mr. Moore, a mini-
ster for more than 25 years,
‘holds AB and DD degrees from
Paine College and Gammon
Theological Seminary, Atlanta,
/Ga. He has done additional work
iat the University of Tulsa in
! Oklahoma.
{ He served as pastor in Georg-
}ia, Texas and Arkansas before
(taking the pastorate in Okla-
‘homa.
{ He served as president of the

ICongress in Arkansas and serv-
:ed as instructor ofumany courses
lin Christian education
! The church thias beeh hnt'hbut
ia permanent pastor since the
{Rev. A. T. Rowan resngned to
.accept a pastorate in Ohio, In
September. The congregation
‘Friday night voted to call the
z{toev Mr. Moore as the new pas-

r
‘ The Rev. Mr. Moore is mar-
ried and has two daughters One
‘oi the daughters is married. The

1other is a student at St. Luke|

{Presbyterian School of Medical
fTechnology in Chicago.

duhes here about Dec 29.

'{ He is expected to begin his

R~

| Baptists Will
] Instal Pastor

i The Rev. A. B. Moore will
b installed as pastor of Salem
Baptist Church in ceremonies at
3 p.m. Sunday at the church.

. The Rev. Mr. Moore became
ipastor of the church early this
fyear. He and his family are
moving here tms week, from
Muskogee, Okla; - 14
Installation message will be,

by the Rev. H. E. Morris, pas--‘

.tor of the Shiloh Baptist Church,
Tulsa, Okla. About 35 Baptist’
\ministers, state and district of-
ficials are expcctled to be here
‘from out - of - town for the oc-
casion. [
I’ Dr. J. Alfred Wilson, presi-
ident of the Baptist State Con-
‘vention of Illinois will instal the
1Rev. Mr. Moore. Dr. lester T.,
Phinnissee of East St. Louis,
umoderator of the Wood River
IBaptist Association, will give
the charge to the pastor.
| The Rev. Oliver Williams of
Danville will give Lhe charge to
e church. W
The Rev. Cecil Webb, who
«served as interim pastor here

land has since become pastor of |;
‘the Unien Baptist Church Dan-|

{ville, will preside,
| Dinner will be served to thel
(out - of - town guests prior to,
1he program. Music will be by!
‘the Salem Church's combined
lehoirs, directed by Mrs. Callie |
3Eskew.

. David Sayles is chairman and

Miss Lucille Clark is co - chair-]~

man for the installation serv-i
}ice. J
I

MINISTER DRDAINED

41 The Rev. Cecil Webb, stand-
| ing fifth from left, Wi ordalned
into the Baptist minister in cere-
\| monies Sunday afternoon in Sa-
1y . lem Baplist Church. Partici-
- pants from the left are the Rev.
d G. W. Brown of Freewill Bap-
Iust Church; the Rev. Talma

- M*M&.mm

Sykes, of Loda: the Rev. Ed-
ward Scaggs, Georgetown; the
Rev. Eugene Williams, pastor
of Salem Church; the Rev. Mr.
Webb; David Sayles, chair-
man for the event; the Rev. J:
E. Graves, pastor of Mount
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jresent
{church’s board of trustees and

{"'by formal vote declared the

|1t asked that the Rev. Mr. Modre

L Salem Dispute:

Church Votes

{ On Pastor

The congregation of Salem
Baptist Church is to vote on
whether or not to ‘‘rehire” its

+pastor, the Rev., A. B. Moore,
1Lhe subject of an injunction in

Circuit Courf", 77 1204
The congregational meeting to

decide the matter has been

tagreed upon by both parties, it

is reported.

‘The meeting to take a vote by
secret ballot is scheduled for 8

{p.m. Monday at the church.

An agreed-upon temporary in-
junction had been issued in Cir-
cuit Court against the f{iring of

/|the pastor of Salem Church, 500

E. Park St., Champaign.

According to the suit, Helen|
Hite, who *‘claims to be church
clerk” notified the . Rev. Mr|

Moore on Oct. 26 that “by order‘

of the church,” the congregation

pulpit vacant.”

The temporary injunction was
filed by persons alleging to rep-
the majority of the

a majority of the congregation
against Helen Hite and others.

be allowed to continue to con-
duct services without interfer-

"Olive Baptist Church, and the
Rev. C. E. Campbell,
Salem Baptist Church. The Rev.
Mr. Webb is minister of cvan-
gelism at the church and last
August was given a license to
preach.

|
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Jother is a-student at St. Luke
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He is expected to begin his
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' Baptists Wil
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The Rev. A. B. Moore will
‘b installed as pastor of Salem
Baptist Church in ceremonies at
3 p.m. Sunday at the church.

The Rev. Mr. Moore became,
‘pastor of the church early this
{year. He and his family are
‘moving here this week, from
Muskogee, Okla - r: LI

Installation message will be,
iby the Rev. H. E. Morris, pas-:
itor of the Shiloh Baptist Church, '
‘Tulsa, Okla. About 35 Baptist!
Iinisters, state and district of-!
{ficials are expected to be here
‘from out - of - town for the oc-!
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| Dr. J. Alfred Wilson, presi-
fdent' of the Baptist StatepCon-Il
vention of Illinois will instal the
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iserved as interim pastor here
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‘QOlive Baptist Church, and the
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Salem Baptist Church. The Rev.
Mr. Webb is minister of evan- |
gelism at the church and last
August was given a license to
preach.
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- BAPTIST — SAREH BAOT'SS

Religion

Salem Baptist
finishing
new building

By MELISSA MERLIE

News-Gazette Staff Writer
CHAMPAIGN — Members of Sa-

lem Baptist Church are trying to

finish a new sanctuary in time for

dedication ceremonies later this

month.

“We're working like beavers
here, trying to occupy this place,”
the church's pastor, the Rev.
Claude E. Shelby Sr., said this
week.

The new sanctuary is adjacent
to the existing church at 500 E.
Park Ave., C.

The church is hoping to hold a
public dedication service on Aug.
29, Shelby said.

A pre-dedication ceremony is
scheduled for this weekend, at 4
p-m. Sunday. The Rev. Lonnie Cal-
mese, pastor at Tabernacle Baptist
Church in Alton, is scheduled to
speak.

BECAUSE MOST of the labor has
been provided by volunteers —
many of them members of other
churches — construction has tak-
en some time, Shelby said.

Ground was broken in 1990, but
construction did not start until
the spring of 1992. The new sanc-
tuary and related offices and
rooms cost about $700,000, not in-
cluding the volunteer labor.

The new sanctuary's interior,
which seats about 500, is fan-
shaped. “Some call it a church in
the round,” Shelby said. It has
four sections of oak pews, with

Bobby Hunt prepares to install carpet in the new
sanctuary of Salem Baptist Church. The employee

raspberry-colored upholstery and
carpeting.

The walls are white. Clean lines
point to the pulpit and choir area,
which includes a baptistery and a
communion table, with “This Do
in Remembrance of Me” engraved
on front.
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New Lutheran Mission beginning Saturday, Aug. 28.
2:00. Lincoln Trails School, 102 E. State, MahomeT.
Sponsored by The Lutheran Church - Missouri
Synod. Call for information 55%-0454
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FORWARD IN FAITH

ANNUAL RALLY DAY
Sunday, August 29 — Crystal Lake Park
9:00 — Donuts & Fellowship
= " 9:15 — Sunday School & Bible Class
" o 10:30 — Worship Service of Praise

... 12:00 — Catered Lunch of All
1:00 — Games for All Ages

Everyone is Welcome!
Paul Bushur, Pastor

The sanctuary’s east wall has
three new stained-glass windows
— one each representing God the
Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit.

Hallways from the sanctuary
lead to various rooms and offices
— an ushers' room, a main office,
a conference room, a finance
room, an associate minister’s
room, pastor's office, pastor’s
study, a nursery, a Sunday school
office, classrooms and rest rooms.
A second chapel can accommo-
date smaller services.

THE NEW SANCTUARY, which
gracefully matches the style of
the old building, was designed by
architect Jack Whaley of St.
Charles, Mo. Its exterior was built
with red brick, matching the orig-
inal church. The 85-year-old
building was designated a histor-
ic site by the Champaign County
Bicentennial Commission.

Shelby said his congregation
will continue to use the old
church. Church members eventu-
ally plan to build a stage inside
and use it for educational and
drama purposes.

News-Gazstte photo by Mark Cowan

of Hunt Brothers Carpet Service was at the Cham-
paign church'’s new building earlier this week.

Salem Baptist, which was estab-
lished more than 127 years ago,
began planning for a new church
building in 1985.

“We started building upon our
building fund,” the pastor said.
“We started with about $20,000
that we had had over the years in
a dream fund, and started adding
to that and borrowed the rest
from the Bank of Illinois.”

Shelby said a new church was
needed because the old one was
not accessible to disabled people
and difficult for entry by the el-
derly.

“The steps are pretty treacher-
ous, any way you go into the
building,” he said. “We didn’t
have a proper facility for a mod-
ern church. We wanted to be able
to meet the needs of the day.”

The church has about 400 mem-
bers, about half of them active,
Shelby said.

Church programs include assist-
ing blacks through the American
Baptist Seminary; an evangelistic
outreach; and a “Reach, Restore,
Revive and Retain” committee to
recruit new members and keep
existing members.

Friday, August 2




by CHUCK FLYNN
NEWS-GAZETTE EDITOR

«] may not carry out this mission, but it is my
fervent hope that it will be donel’ The Rev. William
Howe Donaldson spoke as we talked about aspira-
tions of Salem Baptist Church which next Sunday
will observe its 110th anniversary of service to-the
communities of Champaign and Urbana.

The mission to which Rev. Donaldson referred is
the bullding of a new church for the congregation of
300. The basis for hope lies in a ‘‘Dream Fund,” now
$5,000, to accomplish the task. Rev. PDonaldson has
served as pastor of Salem Baptist on two occasions,
from 1949 to 1953 and from 1968 to the present.

His tenure Is second only to that of Rev. W. H.
Stedman, who was pastor from 1894 to 1903. It was
the Rev. Mr. Stedman who directed efforts to build
a church dedicated in 1900 and records say he had
“one of the most prosperous pastorates in' the his-
tory of the church.” '

Rev. Donaldson also has been a driving force to
make Salem Baptist a significant part of the religi-
ous life in this area. Cast in a different time span,
his accomplishments have been none-the-less effec-

tive. Small in stature — he stands 55 and weighs 178 -

— the pastor looms large for influence upon his
congregation, for a strong youth movement, and
widespread public service.

Changed Atmosphere For Blacks

"He foresees many problems before the dream

church can be_ built. They are not all financial.
_ *“There has been. quite a change in the atmosphere

for black people in these communities. In. 1949-50,
virtually every member of Salem -Baptist lived
within walking distance of the church at 500 East
Park. Now, the membership is spread out all over
the cities. The parsonage, for example, is at 1712
South Prospect. We provide bus transportation to
services. A resounding question about a new church
is where it should be located.” 1

The pastor has many fine people to assist him in
making these decisions. L. T. Tinsley is chairman of
the board of directors, Sherman Oldham, vice-
chairman. Other directors are James A. Wilson, who
heads the Sunday school program; Clarence Taylor,
Theotto Bowles, Verlon .Buchanan, R.E. Goines,
James McKinley, Carl Turley and Willie Herington.
Bowles is chairman of the trustees who include
Robert Lewis, George Bigham, William Miller,
Charles Hassell, Willie Holt, Albert Alexander and
Millard Gray. . ’

Anniversary Scheduled Oct. 24

The anniversary sermon Oct. 24 will be given by
the Rev. Cecil A. Webb, son of former pastor Rev.
A. S. Webb, who served the church from-1938 to
1948. Also on the rostrum will be Rev. Morris Clark:
Both are products of Salem Baptist and are engaged
in ministries at Danville and Mattoon, respectively.

“First efforts to form a Baptist Church in Cham-
paign-Urbana began as early as 1856 when Cham-
paign was known as West Urbana. For a year
or two under the leadership of Rev. A. L. Farr the
church prospered. Then the atmosphere became
charged with enmities growing out of moral issues
of slavery. The membership drifted apart with the
advent of the Civil War.

A Rev. W. T. Green continued to preach to Bap-
tists, however, in Bailey’s Hall on North Neil Street.
Services were held on Sunday afternoons since the
Methodist Church occupied the hall in momings and
evenings. In 1864 a Rev. Alexander Cummings

brought together 10 men and 14 women who had -

indicated a desire to organize themselves into a
Baptist church. -

L,' /o yned b an
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Council Organizes Church

A Council of Recognition was formed and met
twice in the fall of 1864. Influential in its activities
was Rev. S. F. Gleason of Bethel Church in
Mahomet.

On Nov. 28, 1864, the church, fully organized and
recognized, began its work as Champaign Baptist
Church. First services were held in a hall owned by
Joseph T. Everett on University avenue ‘‘east of the
tracks.” Soon lots were purchased at the corner of
Park and State streets and a church was built there.
Great assistance in fund raising came from a young
member, Fred Heimlicher. ,

) The church, having been named as Salem Baptist
in 1866, continued in the Park and State location
until 1899 when the original structure of the present
chuch was built. It since has had many alterations
and enlargements, including installation of a pipe
organ in February 1926, the gift of Mr. and Mrs,
Clarence A. Lloyde, in memory of his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. D.H. Lloyde, who had been members of
Salem Baptist almost from its beginning. .

““While the church has had its ups and downs,”
Rev. Donaldson observed, ‘it has performed a won-
dgrful ministry to the communities. Throughout its
history .Salem Baptist has been close to the .Uni-
versity of Illinois and to the black students there.”
Among outstanding students who were members of

Salem, Rev. Donaldson recalls Mary Frances Vai-

nado Walden, Leonard Watson, Don Stevens, and
from University administration, Asst. Vice-
Chancellor Walter Strong.

Champions Of Civil Rights

He credits two pastors, Rev. Eugene H. Williams
Sl956-61) and Rev. A.T. Rowan (1961-64) with exert-
ing ‘‘great influence’” during civil rights activities
which had bearing upon improvement of social and
economic conditions for blacks on the campus and in
the communities.

1 asked Rev. Donaldson to look ahead 100 years to
envision what Salem Baptist Church may be in 2076.
“With the inroads being made today upon our
church structure, it is a good question whether
churc_hes, as we know.them, will survive,’” he said.
*“] think they will but perhaps not in the form we
know at present. I am concerned as are many ‘
people about the deterioration of respect for the
church as indicated in our disrespect for the Sab-
bath and for conventional morality.” )

At the age of 74, in the zenith of his career, Rev.
Df)anldson looks ahead with optimism, however, and
with faith that what has been accomplished by
Salem Baptist Church can be continued. His
philosophy, he says, is best expressed .in this bit of -
verse entitled ““The Bridge Builder.”

An old man, travelling a lone highway,

Came at evening, worn and gray,

To a chasm, far, deep and wide.

The old man stopped on the other side

To build a bridge to span the tide.

“Hey!™ said a fellow pilgrim near, *

-*You are wasting your time building here.

Your journey ends with the close of day,

You never again shall pass this way.”

The old man lifted his gray head

And in the twilight, calmly said:

“There follows after me today
A youth whose feet must pass this way.

And the chasm that meant but naught for me

To this fine youth may. a pitfall be.

So, I pause here in the twilight dim,

My friend, I'm building this bridge for him!™

’
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Betty Hassell, left, and Suguna Kalangi

Sqhoal, toypder s

dream surviving |

. By Georganne Marty
Living '77 Editor

“When you help a child, you help your-

self.”

Helen Johnson, founder of the Salem Pre-
School, died of cancer last July. But thanks
to the efforts of dedicated staff members who
at one time worked without salary, her dream
for her community goes on.

We talked to Betty Hassell, adrmmstrawr

In her office at the school ‘housed in- the
basement of the Salem Baptist Church; ;500

- E. Park St., Champaign.

“Things were really rough for awhile and

| we almost “lost our funding,” she said. *‘But :

 —

we Just couldn’t let Mrs. Johnson’s dream

die. She truly believed . when you helped a °

child it was an investment in society and
-you thereby helped yourself.

“The school was organized in the summer
of 1969 to provide a community service -in
the form of a learning center for the small

child that would be in the reach of all parents, -
especially "those ,of moderate to low income,” -

Mrs. Hassell explained. :

“It also provides valuable expenence for
children in the early years. Self-respect is
stressed through carefully guided individualiz-

. ed activities in an environment designed for

- self-motivation of the child,”-

" mental order an ‘inner dxscnplme

the child’s needs.”

Mrs. Hassel and the late Mrs. Johnson were
both employed at the Montessori School of
Champaign-Urbana — Mrs. Johnson as a teach-
er and Mrs. Hassell as secretary. They often
talked about establishing a pre-school in a
low - income nelghborhood and adapting the
Montessori method.

*‘The only valid impulse to learning is the
Mrs. Hassell

said quoting Dr. Maria Montessori, the Italian

educator.
~ “Dr. Montessori believed that children move
themselves toward learning. The teacher pre-

1 pares the environment, directs the activity,

functions' as the authority, offers the child
stimulations, but it ‘is the child who learns,
who is motivated through the work itself (not
solely by the teacher’s personality), to persist
in his given task. If the Montessori child
is free to learn, it is becauss he has acquir-
ed from his exposure to both. physwal and
This is
the core of the Montesson educatlonal “phil-

osophy.”

The Salem Pre-school is funded iotally by
tuition and private donations. Aside from an
allowance from the state for, food for the
hot lunch program, the school receives no
public assistance.

The school’s first substantial seed moeney

* was provided by the First Presbyterian Church

of Champaign. “They gave us $2,000 and that '
was enough to start a limited program, half- -
day summer session.- In 1973 the Peoria Dio- |
“cesan Council of the Catholic Church gave

us $5,000. With that we were able to remain ;

open the year round with.20 children, but

still only half-days. We are now in our second

“year of fullday sessions and have an en-

rollment of 30 children,” Mrs, Hassell said.

*After Mrs. Johnson died last year things
Just seemed to fall apart for a time. She
had been the guiding light and we were all

so depressed. Enrollment was down and al- !

fhough we are charged no rent here at the
church, we just couldn’t make a go- of it
on the $25 a week per child tuition alone
even with the stafl working without pay.
“Finally in August when we thought we
were going to have to close the doors, we
were informed by Bill Peltz who works on
the Council of Congregations here in Cham-
raign and also is on the board of the Peoria
Diocesan Council that another $5000 would
be forthcoming.

\

k'lggl*g(off luncheon.

to eature Slster Turley .

Sister Esther Tanner Bush =

» Turley will speak at 1 p.m.
i today at the 35th Annual Wom-

en's Day kickoff luncheon spon-.
sored by Salem Baptist
corner O and East.Park

" Streets, Champaign.

She will speak in the church’s
{ fellowship hall on “Christian’
Women Sharing Their Faith.”!

' Mrs. Turley, a long-time resi-
' dent of Champaign and mem-
! ber of Salem, received her B.S..

in English from Southern II-,
1 Yinois University, Carbondale.

She received her master’s de-

. gree in education from the Uni-
versity of Illinois. She has
‘taught both hlgh school and

! grade school in Tlinois prior -
" to retirement. '

Mrs. Turley has served as )

! past president of the Mt. Ver-
non Illinois Teachers’ Associa-
tion chapter and music chair-

; man of the Mt. Vernon Wash-

ington School.

A board member of the
American Association of Re-
tired Persons, Mrs. Turley also
is past vice-president and past
; president of the. Champaign

'Area Retired Teachers’ Asso-

¢ ciation. She is a working mem-

"ber of the church and area
missionary societies; and -a
: member of the humane society
and mental health group. -
A series of three Pre-Wom-
en’s Day services will be held

L. =

B

- Esther Turley
Luncheon speaker

e b

prlor to the 35th Annual Wom-
en’s Day April 9. Dates of the
services and guest spakers are
as follows:

5 to 7:30 p.m. Wednesday—
Guest speaker, Sister Mary
Wright of Bethel AME Church.

6 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday— :
Guest speaker, Sister Mary>
Scott of New Light Baptlst
Church, Rantoul. \

7 to 7:30 p.m. Friday—Guest
speaker, Rita Kahr from the
UofL
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' BAPTIST OFFICERS

Rev_Albert T. Rowan, scaled,

paslor of the Salem  Baplist
Church, has been reelec

ident of the Wood River Con-
gress at that group’s meeting
which ended here Friday. Stand-

"WEDDEC 31 1975
SALEM BAPTIST
) TO INSTALL OFFICERS

New officers of the Salem
Baptist @hurch Will be installed
at 4 p.m. Sunday.

They include L. T. Tinsley
as chairman of the board of
:deacons, Theotto Bowles as
chairman of the trustees, an
James Wilson as superinten-
dendent of the Church School.

Juanita Johnson  will be in-

stalled as president of the Wo- |
men’s Auxiliary. New trustees .

are Willie Dozier asd. Robert
Lewis. Albert Alexander is

president of the Laymen’s De-

partment.

. W. Howe Donaldson is church
pastor. Rev. B, J. Tatum and
members of the Morning Star
Freewill Baptist Church will be
guests. )

{

i

ing are Dr.

L T ’Ph'innessee.l .

moderator of the Congress! E. |

- 8t. Louis a

chairman of

nd David Sayles, -
the board of the .

Salem Baptist Church.

1

BAPTIST CHURCH ]
TO ORDAIN DEACON
Sal i 500 E. |

‘Park Sl., Champaign, will or-
*dain a deacon and install church
‘officers of 1972 at a service[

a% Itbrk&"ﬁi:&é%iained‘

'is Theotto Bowles. The Rev. Al-|
bert Green, pastor of Second|
Baptist Church, Danville, and|
members of his congregation.
.will :be guests at the afternoon;
service. He will give the ser-!
ymon and give the charge to
the new officers.«

The service will be followed
by a fellowship hour in the
¢church’s dining room. The Rev.
'W. Howe Donaldson is pastor.

S

[
The Salem Baptist(Chruch )

' 800 E. Park St.,, Champaign,
« has installed new church offi-

cers. . B
L. T. Tinsley .was named

" chairman of the deacons. Sher-

i

man Oldham is vice-chairman.
Theotto Bowles will serve as
chairman of the trustees.

Also installed - were Veola

- Tinsley, church clerk; Willie

' Mae

Holt, financial clerk;
Betty Hassell, office secretary;
William Miller, treasurer; and
Charles Hassell, assistant trea-
surer. James Q. Wilson will
be superintendent of the church
school.

The Rev, B. J. Tatum install-
ed the officers Sunday. W.
Howe Donaldson is church’
pastor.

|
|

» Baptist

+ Turley;.
‘James Q. Wilson, Clarence Tay-

SALEM BAPTIST NAMES |

NEW DEACONS '
New offi of the _Salem
installed recently )
are deacons, L. T. Tinsley,
chairman; William McCoy, Carl
James  McKinley,

lor, Theotto Bowles and Ottowa
Scott. Otis M. Scott retired. '
On trial are Verlon Buchanan,
‘Roscoe Tinsley and Lee Melvin.
Sam Gaines, Henry Johnson and
‘Willie Harrington were named;

MOETAN 16 1973

. .
¢ The” Sale aptisf @hurcn
!at 500 E. Park, Champaign,
yWwas chosen for ijts historical
tinterest, said Olsen, It was or-

ganized in 1867 and has been |

‘associated with the history of
sSUNOCT o 3
The windows  are 7QZ)zlan-

esque,” he said; “rounded at

the top.” And the building s .

.designed with clean- e g ged

Jnasses of red brick, Olsen be-
eves that the towers were de-~

_Signed to be identical, but that
‘the one on the left was added
to at a later date. He said
that many European churches
are built this way, as construe-
tion occurs over g period of
many years and styles change.
.. The booklet “Historical Sites
An - Champaign Count v,”
notes that “the church has al-
ways been a cornerstone of

thel:_tBlack community, meetin
Political, social and igi
}w



FETES 23rd ANNIVERSARY:
| The Gospel Chorus of Salem
‘Baptist Church, 500 E. Parz St.
Champaign, will celebrate its 23rd
anniversary Sunday with a pro-

- *gram and dedicatlion of new robes.
The program, open to the pub-|
ilic with no admission charge, will
'be at 7:30 p.m.” ‘ 9
" Mrs. Mary Alexander is chair-
Yman. Mrs. Dorothy Lee is chorusf

(JSALEM CHURCH CHORUS

president. The Rev, Albert T
;Rowan is pastor.

]

{

Baptist
church’s
day night

1 . Specia) recognition was given|
members of long standing, Mime
1Caldwell, Mary Stokes, Helen |’

{Hite, Anna Watson, David Savles, |.
{Albert McKinley~and Ella Wil-
¥ liams. ]
Special gucsts were the Rev. and

{Mrs. T. R. Edwards of Galesburg

f
¥

, Salem Baptist Church, 500 E.
. Pa ., Champaign, will
observed Sunday.p b ! be

Services will begin at 9:30 .

About 200 members of Salem
Church

, marking the 50th an-
niversarv of the church's founding. "

fSALEM CHURCH HAS

50TH ANNIVERSARY

attended  the
‘half-wax ", banquet Fri-, -

MﬁS}t-C—h’l.lll'Ch -
hanniversary

110th anniversary of the

La.m. with Sunday School. The .

rev. WH . Donaldson, pastor
. will speak at 11 a.m.

5:30
s by the Rev. Cecil A.
We b of Danville and the Rev.

. Morris Clark of Mattoon.
ed as the longest-serving mem-
‘ber of the board of deacons.
+ Jasper Lewis will be honored
- as a former trustee. Willie Holt

wul be ordained to a deacon-
ship.

Donaldsons i

W ]
,{&Hﬁf}f 0

Donaldson will be honored by:
the Salem Baptist Church con-

gregation 1n_appreciation serv-.

jces at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,

. Thursday and Friday.

Several other local congrega-|
tions also will take part. The
event will conclude the after-
noon of July 11, with a service
followed by a reception. \

The Rev. Lundy Savage, pas-
tor of Mt. Olive Baptist Church,

_will speak.

The Rev. and Mrs. Donaldson,

recently attended the National" -

Baptist Sunday School and Bap-,
tist Training Union Congress in
Little Rock, Ark. He served as
a research consultant at a pas-.
tors’ seminary and Mrs. Don-
.aldson worked with pastors’,
wives with the responsibility of;
getting up such an organization:

among local congregations. )

’

,Af’%'gon services start at
M. and will include ser-

L.T. Tinsley will be honor- -

The Rev. Mr. Edyyards is_modera-

tor of thef rﬁ Di@owal

Baptist Convention.

' o <.l [Rev.

pa
500 E. ) paign,

will observe the 14th anniver-
sary of its pastor, the Rev.

! W. H. Donaldson, with services

July 5 through 9.
-Local churches will partici-

{ pate in the services honoring
" Donaldson and his wife, which

will be held at 7:30 p.m. Wed-
nesday through Saturday, at

- the church.

The Bethel AM.E. Chuich
with the Rev. A. C. Wright
and St. Luke CM.E. Church
with the Rev. Earl Kennedy
will join in Wednesday night's
_service. Thursday the special
guests will be the Morning Star

reewill Church with the Rev.

es Underwood and the Rev.

‘lliamson, and the Northside

wch of Christ with the Rev.

‘ey Sankey. Friday will fea-
the Mt. Olive Baptist
with the Rev. Lundy

-

\ at Salem Baptist rch

‘be climaxed Sunday with guests
from Mattoon and Kewanee.

The Rev. Morris Clark, the|the event
former associate minister of Sal-| McNeal.
em Church, will bring his con-
gregation of the Second Baptist

Ch MpttponTor t! .
o I Hgp§n

The Rev. Cosby Johnson an¢
|his congregation from Secont

Baptist Church, Kewanee, wi
cqnduct the aftemoon service. ;

SALEM BAPTISTS WILL

FETE 100TH YEAR

The Salem Baptist Church in
Champaign will be celebrating
1its 100th anniversary with a pro-
1gram Sunday . afternoon in the
lchurch. <V I
: Speakers will be Rev. John
Gardner of the Mt. Nebo Bap-
tist Church in Masidson.

Chairman for the program is
{Mrs. Willie Holt

Pastor to be honored

Appreciation services for the| The local churches participat-
dson|€d in a kick-off program earlier
j]|in the week. A fellowship din-
ner will be served in the Fellow-.
ship Hall at 2 p.m. Sunday.
L. T. Tinsley is chairman of
, assisted by Bernice

and Mrs. W. H. D

- qlﬁm@gméstto honor
S

Or on anniversary

Savage.

The celebration will end Sun-
day with an 11 a.m. service
featuring the Second Baptist .
Church of Mattoon with the
Rev. Morris Clark; and a 3
p.m. service with the Union
‘Baptist Church of Danville, fea-
‘turing the Rev. Cecil Webb.

The public is invited to all
services.

. Church to
The cohgregatiof of t.he1_%;7

‘lem_Baptist Church will cele-
“brate the 13th anniversary of
‘-its pastor, the Rev. W. H. Don-
aldson, at 7:30 p.m. July 5

ithrough 8 and 3:30 p.m. July

10.
< Other churches will partici-
‘pate in the celebration. They
| are,

Tuesday — Mt. Olive Baptist
i Church, the Rev. Lundy Sav-

° 1 age, pastor.

! Wednesday — Grove Strect
.Church of God in Christ, the
‘Rev. Robert Rucker, pastor,

honor pastor

and the Greater Holy Temple|
Church, the Rev. Verdell Jones,
pastor.

Thursday — New Light Bapt
ist Church of Rantoul, the Rev.
Matthew Scott, pastor.

Friday — Morningstar Free-
will Baptist Church, the Rev.
B. J. Tatum, pastor.

July 10—2nd Baptist Church,
Mattoon; the Rev. Morris
Clark, pastor, will speak at
the morning service and the
Rev. J.D. White of Zion Bapt-
ist Church, Cincinnati, Ohio,
will speak at the 3:30 p.m.
service.




Salem Chyrch
Votesto Oust
‘Rev. Moore

Members of the S Baptist

Church, 500 E. Parﬁ%ﬁled‘
to"end the tenure of the Rev. A |
. B. Moore at a meeting held in
!Lhe church Friday night.
+ The meeting was called by!'
'Calvin Pollard chairman of the
church board of trustees and
Sylvester Sayles, chairman of
the Board of Deacons. The Rev,
Mr. Moore was not present.

Except for one dissident mem-
ber, the 35 persons present were
unanimous in the action which
included immediate removal

from the position and two weeks”

notice to vacate the parsonage.
A telegram stating these terms
‘was sent to the Rev. Mr. MooreI
immediately after the meeting.
The church has been the cen-
"ter of controversy for more than
\a year. e
Rev. Moore reportedly caused

an injunction to be issued order-: .

ling several members of the
church o refrain from entering
the building, and also sent let-
‘ters telling them that they were:
ino longer members of the con-
gregation.

About half of those presentI
Friday were recipients of the
letter, one member said. In an
‘leffort to eradicate any effect of
dRev. Moore’s action, the Friday
lassemblage voted to return these
1persons-to the congregation, al-
though one man, Arnold Yarber,
said that he believed that they
‘had never been officially ousted."

The meeting was interupted
several times by Joe Cooper,
'who claimed that the members
present were using the same

‘railroading tactics that Rev.
. Moore was accused of.
~ After an abortive meeting

'Wednesday, Rev. Moore had
|claimed that he would tendef
‘his resignation at the - Friday
Imeeting. However, Sayles said

that he had received no such,

resignation. l

It was announced after Fri-,
day’s meeting that the Rev,
Morris Clark will be in the pul-
4pit for Sunday

s PR

Salem Pastor
Retained m

| Standing Vote

All 142 members of the Salem

Baptist Church of Champaign

attending a
{Monday night stoed up as one,

)

special meeting
voting unanimously to retain the
Rev. A.‘B. Moore as pastor.

“The controversy is closed,”
announced Deacon Sylvester
Sayles, chairman of the board
of deacons whao. served as mod-
erator. The congregation ‘res-
ponded approvingly,” notes a

{statement issued by board mem-

i

PR ottt rammieh s P B

- ’r’-‘:-'-'ﬁf ko

V)

NG PR e o

bers afterward.
At issue at the meeting at the

{church, 500 E. Park St., was

whether to retain or dismiss the
Rev. Mr. Moore,  , . o w.u+
1t followed, by about two'
weeks, a temporary injunction
issued by Circuit Judge Fred-
erick S. Green_ against the ﬂr:‘-
ing of the pastor. g i
On Oct. 26 the Rev. Mr. Moore
received a telegram from &
group of parishioners dismissing

him as pastor and declar-
ing “the pulpit vacant.” '
Immediately afterward, per-

sons alleging to represent the
majorily of the church's board:
of trustees and the congregation.
filed the suit for a temporary.
injunction. The suit asked that
the pastor be allowed to con-'
tinue to conduct services with~,
out interference. i }

-1 Agree on Injunction -
-| After a conference by attor-

neys representing both parties,
the temporary injunction was-:
agreed upon. A meeting of the!
congregation to resolve the is~

“I sue was set then tentatively. »

Joe Somers, member of thei
church who reported the results’
\|of the meeting Monday night,
said that the members voted by
standing, “which is the manner-
‘|of voting commonly . practiced’
+|on important issues in the Bap-
tist Church, _ . . .
“Never in the history of the
church has there been a secre}
ballot,” he stated. ‘The people
didn't want to vote that way.” «
He added that no members of’
the group seeking the Rev. Mr.
Moore’s dismissal attended the
meeting.

They did not represent the
majority of the church mem-
bers, he contended. “Any-
body knows that the majority
rules. It wasn’t the majority of
the people and it wasn’t the
sentiment of the people to dis-
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| Salem Pastor
Offers His
Resignation

Rev. A, B, Moore

the controversy . wx"acl:)::dms:l{
em Baptist Church, sajq Thurs.
da 1s resignation will be

in the hands of the board of

deacons before Friday night,

"My wife and I have talked
it over, and we have decided
that this is the thing to do,’
the Rev. Mr. Moore said, ’

“Inasmuch ag some of
people have made it impossi'l')hl:
to f!q good work, this is our
decision, I wrote my resigna.
tion on July 4, and I have been -
waiting to see.if it was possible
that the situation would jm.-
prove.”"
The Rev. Mr. Moore saj
wglilid give 90 days notice, = e
Y contract . calls for
monf.h_s, but I am going to_shx
en this. It is possible that I

T

Py

{will not continue that Tong,” he

said. -
The Rev. Mr. Moore announ,
ed his decision following a meeg-

Hing “of the congregation he call.

ed for Wednesday “tight, which
w?s largely attended. i
ing‘wtfmtried l:.odhave our meet-
, we ba ismiss it,»
hen:xplained. to dismiss xF,

. Members of the opposi

tion said that the n}:ggfxl:gg :::;
opened with a statement by Rev,
Moor_e, who then opened the
meeting to questions, However
they said, when Arnold Yarbro
arose to ask the first question,

Rev. Moore led the con i
] Mo gregation
{In singing . “Blest Be the Tie
/1That Binds” and dismissed the
i | meeting,

The Rev, Mr. Moore had call.

ed Wednesday’s meet; a

parently to state his cas«leng beforpe.
a previously called meeting of
the congregation scheduled at

——

8 p.m. Friday to discuss his
contu_lued tenure. Call for this
{|meeting was issued by Sylves.
ter Sayles, chairman of the
Board of Deacons and Calvin
‘ |Pollard, chairman of the church

Board of Trustees. Sayl]
! . Sayles and
Pollard said Thursday that Fri-

iday's meeting would
.ias scheduled, € would be held



XeW St
| Asks Ouster

 Of Pastor _

&
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One suit was settled 'u?sday

:a'ﬂern_oon but another has been

ifiled in the squabble over

whether or not the Rev. A. B.|

Moore is pastor of the Salem
Baptist Church in Champaign.

Following a f{hree-day tria)

before the bench, Circuit Court|

Judge Frederick S. Green ruled

the Rev. Moore was not legally |,

lfired according to the church’s
constitution and by-laws,

' When a meeting of dissatis-
fied church members was held
]Oct. 24, 1966, there was not “a
respectable quorum present” as

Irequired in the by-laws, which|

;were in full force and effect,
lJudge Green ruled. -

The meeting at which a large
majorily of those present voted
te oust Rev. Moore, resulted in

the suit which charged the pas-{

Itor was illegally holding the pui-
pit. ‘ ¢ .

{Retained by ta2'" - b .
' However on Nov. 14, 1966, 142
members, all those attending a

] ls]pecial meeting, voted to retain
> 01m.

! The new suit filed by Jamesv

Cassells, Joe Lewis, Dorothy
l‘Hile_ and Willie Mae Williams
against Rev. Moore and the
church, contends a “respectable
‘majority” was not present at
{the time Rev. Moore was hired.

The new suit further alleges}
“that Rev. Moore ‘has seized,
,or attempted to ‘seize, control
tof the funds and property in-
| culding moneys, the church and

|

)

|parsonage.”

It asks the court declare thej
l\pu]pil vacant. : ’
Supporters of Rev. Moore ob-|
itained a temporary injunction
forbidding him from being fired.
This was lated dismissed by
-agreement, and the cpposing|’
‘ group filed a counter-claim al-
leging he should be fired.
Judge Green held the present
{by-laws were legally adopted in|-
1953 and should prevyail.

Should opponents of Rev. Mocre |
~show to the court’s satisfaction !
jthere was not a ‘respectable
jmajority” of the congregation’s
some 450 members present at|
.the time it was decided to hire
,Rev." Moore, then presumably|’
the new law suit will be demon-|:
'strated to have merit. !

i In a brief talk to the some 50
personsattendin g Thursday
afternoon’s court session, Judge|.
Green warned that unless the|
_by-laws are fully observed “you
will be right back here in

court.” i’

[y

! Supporters of Rev. Moore have
30 days in which to answer the
new suit.

T Salem Bapti:;té
Py . '
Delay Action

- On Injuniction-

Salern Baptist:

Church Suit
Decision Due
This Week

- A decisn'l!rgJ lﬁn “The Jr?ofi?m for
summary judgment in the con-
tinuing hassle involving the Sal-
em Baptist Church, Champaign,;
is expected sometime this week. .

Associate Circuit Judge Creed
Tucker has taken under advise-}
ment arguments heard before
the court Monday afternoon. i

The motion was filed by the
Rev. A. B\ Moore, the church’s
pastor, and the, church against;
the plaintiffs in thq case, James;
Cassell, Joe Lewis, Dorothy Hite,
and Willie Mae Williams.

It asks the court summarily
rule in favor of the defendants.

The suit asks the court de-
clare the pulpit vacant and that!
Rev. Moore “has seized, or at-’
tempted to seize, control of the
funds and property including
‘moneys, the church and parson-
age.” Jui 216 1957

At the basis of the hassle is
- split in the congregation over
whether or not Rev. Moore
should be retained as pastor.

The matter has been in dis-‘
pute since Oct. 24, when a group
of dissatisfied church members
voted to fire Rev. Moore. How-
ever, on Nov. 14, 142 members
attending another meeting voted
unanimously to retain him. :

At an earlier hearing, Judge:
“Frederick S. Green ruled that!
Rev. Moore was not legally fired
according to the church’'s con-
stitution and by-laws. :

It was after this ruling that
the present suit was filed.

o e e

i

Action on a petition for an

injunction, asked by ousted trus-
tees and deacons of Salem Bap-
gist Church, was postponed in-
Idefinitely Thursday by Associate
rJudge Creed Tucker. |

{ The old board of trustees and
ideacons of the church asked
ithat a new board elected last
‘month by a portion of the split
‘congregation be enjoined from
running the church. The .plain-
tiffs allege the defendents hold
office illegally under the church
constitution and have no right
to spend church funds.

The congregation has been

. isplit over the issue of whether

lor not the Rev. Asa Moore
fshould be retained as the
{church’s pastor. Moore was fir.
.ed by the new board.

Moore has a criminal charge
‘of indecent liberties with a juve-
nile pending against him.

In court Thursday Judge
Tucker continued the hearing
for the injunction indefinitely.
Tucker also asked petitioners
for a complete list of the con-
gregation members.

Salem Baptst Disput(;.'

Court Dismisses
‘Rev. Moore Suit

. The congrcgation of the:Moore and othcr persons whose
Salem Baptist Church, of Cham—{church capacities appear be-
paign, has, in effect, been told ineath their signatures.

by the court to scttle its own! “Finally, there is a method
«dispute over the Rev, A. B.!set up within the By-Laws for
IMoore. |1}, <1 18R7 handling ‘special meetings of
{ In a decision handed d o w n|importance.” This may be fol-
:Monday by Associate Judgelowed by_l’l'lg church group it-
‘Creed Tucker. a suit brought to;self. " BISA
!oust Rev. Moore was dismissed| *It is not for a court of equity
for want of equity. to insinuate itself and its orders

Rev. Moore had made a mo-1into the internal affairs of a
‘tion for summary judgment, ask-|church organization, e v e n
‘ing that the suit against himithough so requested by some
!be dismissed. This was the mo-imembers, where the organiza-
jtion ruled on favorably by Judgetion has provided for the gov-
Tucker. ernment of its internal affairs.
The congregation has been| *The remedy sought here,
split since Oct. 24, when a group |the retention or removal of the
+of church members met and|pastor, lies within the frame-
|voted to fire Rev. Moore. How- {work of the church By - Laws
ever, on Nov. 14, 142 members |and must be pursed within the
voted to retain him. organization itself.”

In his written opinion, Judge| .Robert C. Summers, attorncy
YTucker stated: “The court here for the group seeking to oust
makes no judgment concerning |Rev. Moore, said Monday he
the written instrument purport- | does not know whether or not
1ing to be & signed Contract of |his clients wish to appeal the
Employment between A. B.|decision to the Appellate Court.

1— —
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In Churep Dispyte

FactionStil] |
Backs Moore |

A grou i e s
loya] megll‘;ve};-lsct $3lls itselr the

| pastor currently ; P .
Campbelisville, gy ** V78 in

] Leaders of th;

ying church menper.

; c
: wrsm]gta rgaret Burton 2101
W e St., ampajgn ,R
stration wij) i o
"

October,

They have been ) .
holding Services at ;!;eeting and

a)"s_{lt Marquette Sch ol, wi
a visiting minjster o[{ici:?i]’ oo
€ second factj -

‘the church . !
;lng a new pasisf-m tedly is seek.



Salem Baptists:

Mark Pastor's 1st Year

The Salem Baptist Church is{Church and the Rev. Eugene

observing the first anniversary
of the pastorate of the Rev. A.
B. Moore in services at 7:45
i p.m. each night this week.

Ministers ana churches that
j will be guests each night are:
! Monday, Greater Holy Temple
Church with the Rev. William
A. Melker and the Church of
Christ with the Rev. Dudley
{Sankey; Tuesday, St. Luke CME
(Church with the Rev. A. W,
iBishop and Pilgrim Baptist
{Church with the Rev. A. G.
‘Gregory.

Wednesday, Mt. Olive Baptist
{Church with the Rev, J. E.
{Graves, Shiloh Baptist Church
‘and the Rev. Ralma Sykes of
(Danville, Antioch Baptist
:Church and the Rev. H. P. Mil-
ler of Danville.
| Thursday, St. Paul Baptist

Brandon of Danville, and
Georgetown First Baptist
Church and the Rev. G. H.
Spence.

Friday, Bethel AME Church
and the Rev. Blaine Ramsey,
and the First Congregational
Church and the Rev. Harry Ap-
plewhite. «p1p! =, Vi<

Final program of the anni-
versary observance will be at
3 p.m. Sunday. Ministers and
churches that will be guests will|
be the Rev. O. C. Turner and
Antioch Baptist Church of De-
catur; the Rev. McKinley Cal-
houn and Zion Baptist Church|
of Peoria, and the Rev. Cecil
Webb and Second Baptist Church |,
of Danville. ’ '

Mrs. Ruth Taylor is chairman |’
and Mrs. Lucille Clark, co-chair-

o S e e
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JHite, who *‘claims to be church

{a majority of the congregation

dbe allowed to continue to con-

L Salem Dispute:

Church Votes
On Pastor

The congregation of Salem'
Baptist Church is to vote on
whether or not to “rehire” its
pastor, the Rev. A. B. Moore,
the subject of an in’junction in}
Cireuit Cou{ Y *f 12968 |

The congregational meeting to-
decide the matter has been
agreed upon by both parties, it;
is reported.

"The meeting to take a vote by

4secret ballot is scheduled for 8
fp.m. Monday at the church. )

An agreed-upon temporary in-
junction had been issued in Cir-
cuit Court against the firing of"
the pastor of Salem Church, 500,
E. Park St., Champaign. i

According to the suit, Helen

clerk” notified the  Rev. Mr.
Moore on Oct. 26 that *by order
of the church,” the congregation
“by formal vote declared the
pulpit vacant.”

The temporary. injunction was
filed by persons alleging to rep-
resent the majority of the
church’s board of trustees and

against Helen Hite and others.
It asked that the Rev. Mr. Moagre

duct services without interfer-

{ence

— e Lt

Ju¥RsToR CALLED . !

Rev. Donaldson Asked to Return
' To Salem Baptist Church

. The v. W. Howe Donald-
son, who served as pastor of
:Salem Baptist Church from 1949
'to 1953, has been asked to return|-
1to the pulpit there.

{ A congregation meeting at the
{church, attended by about 60
persons, Thursday night issued
ithe call to the Rev. Mr.
,Donaldson, who currently is
serving as pastor of the Mount
{Zion Baptist Church in East Mo-
line. . ! R - R
The Rev. W. Donaldson’ willf

time a final decision probably}
will be made, said Mrs..Helet|
Hite, church ¢lerk. R

Sylvester Sayles, chairman of
the board of deacons, preside‘i'
at Thursday’s meeting. il

visit the church Nov. 1, at whiclf

,, — — - - =) &
CONG, ;i:ﬂ%m‘lsii TING |
New5§s ;‘o e’ i‘s)gissed .

At Salem Baptist

A special meeting of the con-
gregation of Galem» B a ptist

1Church will be held Thursday
1o discuss candidates for new‘

pastor of the church.  _ .

The meeting, to be held at}
8 p.m. at the church, 500 E.
Park St, was called by Sylves-
iter Sayles, chairman of the pul-
.pit committee.

; Only members who have|
‘registered will be all_owed te)
“participate, Sayles said. Regi-
-stration is in progress now.

{ At church services Sunday,;
iat 11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m., the
‘guest speaker will be the Rev..
‘Roger ~Culberson, of Chanute‘
‘AFB. ;

1

Installation

OF Sakein 1969
Pastor Set

Installation services for the
Rev. W. Howe Donaldson, who

has returned as pastor of Salem
Baptist \Church) after Serving
€r , will be at 4

P.m. Sunday, climaxing a week
of night services in which com-
xpunity pastors and congrega-
tions participate, :

_The Rev. Cecil Webb of Dan-
ville will give the charge to
the pastor. Approximately 100
guests from Davenport, Towa
E. Moline, Rock Island, Peoria'
and Danville are expected.

Prece_ding the service, at 2
p.m., dinner will be served at
"2 pm. in the church dining
room. After the installation
service will be a fellowship
hou;'. Speaker at the 11 a.m,
| service Sunday will be the Rev. |
i Morris Clark, associate pastor.
| _Begmmng Wednesday night
with services led by the Rev.
i James C. Offutt, the installation
i events continued Thursday night
'with services conducted by the
I Rev. William Melker.,

At 7:30 p.m. Friday the Rev.
..A{'thur Burks, pastor of Free-
‘wﬂl Baptist Church will offjci-
ate. Members of his church and
-of St. Luke’s CME Church will
participate, -

I _Arnold L. Yarber is general
c_hmrman for the installation ac-
tivities. .

_—




BURN CHURCH MORTGAGE. Salem
‘Baptist Church congregation burnéd the
mortgage for its educational annex Sun-
day afternoon, just 10 years ahead of
schedule. Attending the ceremony were
all four pastors of the chirch who have
served here during and since the con-

News-Gazette Photo- by John Keller
back, Rev. W. H. Donaldson, Peoria,
former Salem pastor; Rev. Eugene H:
Williams, Waterloo, la., former. Salem
pastor; Rev. A. T. Rowan, pastor. Front,

Mary Stokes and Ella Williams, both |

original .members of the congregation;

and David Sayles, chairman of .the Board |
structio_r\x of th_e armg;_._l..gft to right are, J._ﬂof Deacons. - o EL
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Salem Baptist Church in Champaign: the church once broke apart over the issue of slavery

Black churches have history of activism

By Paul Wood
News-Gazette Staff Writer

t didn’t hit home with James Offutt that
Champaign had a big gang problem until one
night when he was sitting on his porch near
Douglass Park.
There was noise and confusion and the mu-
sical director of his church came out and said,
“It’s the Satan Lovers.”

“I dodged a few bullets settling a few of their
fights,” says Offutt, who was the pastor at Mount Ol-
ive Baptist Church in the late 60s.

From the work that Offutt and other ministers did
with frustrated and powerless people came many of
the social programs that help this community today.

Champaign has a history of active black churches
that try to deal with prejudice from without and divi-
siveness from within. Two churches, Salem Bapﬂst
and Bethel African Methodist Episcopal date back lo
the Civil War — with a nearly continuous on of’
social activism, according to a former Salem pastor.

THE ISSUE OF which church is older remalns in
doubt. Bethel has been in the 400 block of East Park
Street since about 1863, according to board member
Esther Phillips Kent, but church records before 1880
are lost. Informal.recerds suggest people held prayer
meetings at Jake Taylor’s hom 405 E. Park St.,
fore the Civil War.

Salem Baptist, 500 E. Park St, ﬂqtes back to 1864 or '

1866, or even earlier — it all depends on how “foun-
ding” is defined. A Baptist church for “coloured wor-
shippers” goes back to 1856, when Champaign was
called West Urbana. That church broke up over the
issue of slavery.

The anti-slavery faction conunued to meet in Bai-
ley’s Hall on North Neil Street, but only in the after-
noons because a Methodist church had morning
rites.

“The Council of Recognition is where Salem really
began,” says the Rev. Wunam ponaidson, pastor
emeritus of Salem.

In 1864, Champaign Baptist began services on East
University Avenue and another group worshiped at
Old Coffee Place, 406 E. Park St. The council raised
funds for a permanent church, to be called Second

Baptist, which opened in 1866 near the current loca-
tion. It was later renamed and rebuilt, after a fire, in
1902.

Stella Lyde, 96, remembers church services on
White Street when she was a young girl. -

“It seemed like Salem had more than one place to
meet back then,” she says.

THE ACTUAL CHURCH buﬁdlngs are not as impor-
tant, Bethel's Kent says, as the beginnings’of the
black church.

“The educational opportunities provided by the
AME,” she says, “were the only such opportunities for

. blacks for" a centurv: Tt’s we-a true beginning of

the ¢ivt ‘ts movereni.” %

¢
‘See CHURCF )
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The African Methodist Episcopal
denomination celebrates its ticen-
tennial this year. In 1787, Richard
Allen and a friend were worshiping
at St. George's Methodist Episcopal
Church in Philadelphia.

According to different histories,
they either sat in the white balcony
or were actually pulled back from
the altar; either way, Allen and his
friend left the church, taking its
other black members, and founded
the AME, which now numbers
more than I million.

“[t was the first freedom march,”
Kent says.

CHAMPAIGN HAS FOLLOWED a
national trend in which the clergy
— Martin Luther King and Jesse
Jackson among them — moved to
the forefront in civil rights and in-
spired their parishioners to follow
them.

The Rev. Blaine Ramsey and the
Rev. A.T. Rowan helped consolidate
the local movement in the 'S0s,
when blacks were still unable to
buy houses in some subdivisions,
had special sections in movie the-
aters and were relegated to an iso-
lated ward at a local hospital.

“Pilgrim then saw the rights
movement as an expansion of its
spiritnat values,” says the Rev. W.B.
Keaton of Pilgrim Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 1310 N. Sixth St., C.

“We sent a couple of deacons —
Lonnie Johnson, Nathan Butts,
they're both gone now — to Ala-
bama to march with Dr. King. They
went with the full spirit and
strength of the church behind
them.”

"The civil rights movement
would not have been as strong
without the religious community
and that includes white men, and it
includes all faiths,” says Jesse Per-
kins, an activist who helped found
olC.

PERKINS WAS A MEMBER of the
congregation at Mount Olive Bap-
tist Church, 808 E. Bradley Ave., C,
during the intensive years when

James Offutt was pastor. He remem-
bers gang members in the balcony
at services.

“Mount Olive took the lead in a
forceful way during the '60s,” Pil-
grim MB's Keaton says.

Offutt, who left Mount Olive to
move to Peoria, remembers the late
'60s as a time of excitement.

“I'm afflicted with nostalgia,” he
says. “[t was an exciting, dangerous
and hopeful time, both with the
rights struggle and the fight
against the Vietnam-Cambodia
war.”

He remembers how the church
brought students, black and white,
to sing together, then sent them
back to make stands for racial
equality, such as g lengthy sit-in at
the University of Illinois 11lini
Union.

When Offutt and other ministers
held a memorial service for Martin
Luther King on April 7, 1968, more
than 3,000 people showed up in
West Side Park to share their grief
and to contribute money, some of it
going to Atlanta and some staying
within the community.

The congregation expanded its
mission to “eccnomic justice,” Of-
futt remembers.

“We struggled mightily against
the vicious cycle of welfare. There
were physical and material needs
that had to be met along with those
spiritual ones. Black men were sim-
ply not there in the home situation

to fulfill their financial responsibil-

ities or to provide role models.”

Their programs were ambitious.
he says, perhaps too ambitious.
Mount Olive Manor, a housing proj-
ect initiated by the church, was to
provide housing that encouraged
solid family life.

“It's easy to see in retrospect that
might not have been the wisest
thing, because there were just too
many people in that small area,” Of-
futt admits.

THE MOVEMENT HAD more than
its share of successes, according to
Perkins, and those successes en-
couraged good feeling across racial

lines.

“1 think one of the things you
have to remember about this time
is that black people and white peo-
ple were working together more ef-
ficiently than they now do.”

There were main-line white cler-
gymen, he says, notably the Rev.
Galen Miller, and white business-
men who put up badly needed mon-
ey.
“When we were just getting start-
ed and waiting for the federal mon-
ey, some of the local companies
would come in and help out. Homer
Bash always was there to help. OIC
got most of its money for the first
two years from a fund-raising effort
by (newspaper publisher) Mike
Chinigo.”

OIC remains the proudest
achievement of Mount Olive's Of-
futt.

“The commitment to fleshing out
my faith as Christian meant re-
sponding to the needs of people,
and my biggest concern was with
the young people. I spent a lot of
time with gang members and bailed
out a few of them. Then OIC came
along and there was a constructive

£
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At left is the Rev. William Donaldson. Above is Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church.

way out.”

AFTER OFFUTT LEFT, Mount Ol-
ive changed its focus — and so did
other black churches.

“The average person is not as cog-
nizant of racism today because that
racism is more sophisticated,” says
Pilgrim MB's Keaton, who was dis-
appointed with what he calls the
“tendency to apathy” he found here
in 1969 after helping found Opera-
tion Breadbasket in Chicago.

“Usually it takes some tragedy or
mishap — and that's almost inevita-
ble — before anybody takes action.
What's happening in the courts to-
day is too sophisticated and subtle
to arouse the people.”

Offutt makes regular trips here
from Peoria to check on OIC’s prog-
ress.

“The thing that breaks my heart
when I come back,” he says, “is the
lack of community involvement.
Racism is still there; it’s just more
respectable. The gangs are still
there, too, but they've switched in-
to drugs and prostitution.”

“We've lost a great deal of church
support we have not been able to
recapture,” Perkins says, “and
that's crippling when it joins with
the cutbacks in federal funding.”

YEARS AFTER HE retired from
Salem Baptist, Donaldson continues
to work for better communication
and more cooperation between
blacks and whites, especially
through programs at Urbana’s non-
denominational Empty Tomb.

He is hopeful, but wary.
“We make pretenses that we're

going to get together. That's as far
as we go."”

Just as blacks move into white
subdivisions but rarely vice versa,
middle-class blacks often leave
their churches for white ones. But
he rarely sees white people at Sa-
lem Baptist.

“It's been said that Sunday morn-
ing at 11 is the most segregated
hour in America. We go to Africa,
we go to India, but we don't go
across the street.”

How can that change?

“It won't change until we set an
example,” he answers. “1 blame the
leadership of the churches when I
see an apathetic flock. They don’t
want to take any chances, but they
have to — Jesus was a revolution-
ary, and to follow him has its
costs.”




Grandmothers dish
otuit love and soup

M Prayer group
begins meals
to feed hungry

By GREG KLINE
News-Gazette Staff Writer

CHAMPAIGN — Not long
ago, Alvena Monroe saw a man
‘going through the trash at a
McDonald’s in Urbana looking
for something to eat.

“That pricked my heart,”
Monroe, S8, of Champaign said
Saturday. “I've been hungry
before. When I was a girl, we
didn’t have much.”

Monroe decided to do some-
thing about it, and she knew
just where to go for help.

Who better to serve up a
meal to hungry folks than a
bunch of grandmothers?

Monroe, who used to cook
for a University of Illinois fra-
ternity, hit on the idea of open-
ing a soup kitchen for people
in need of a good meal.

She took it to her prayer
group, Grandmas Community
Prayer Outreach.

The group, organized about

two years ago, includes 20 to
30 women from various local
churches who mecet twice a
month to pray and do good
works such as visiting nursing
homes and teaching Bible clas-
ses.

The women — most of whom
are. in fact, grandmas — liked
the idea of opening a soup
kitchen for the needy.

“We prayed over it,” said
Mary McClendon, 67, of Cham-
paign. “I think it’s wonderful.”

So did the Rev. Claude Shel-
by Sr. of the Salem Baptist
Church, 500 E. Park Ave., C,
who agreed to let the grand-
mas use the church’s fellow-
ship hall and kitchen.

“I thought of it as something
that would be very good for
our community, ... provide
needed assistance for the
homeless and maybe others
who aren’t necessarily nome-
less but need a meal,” he said.

The women took up dona-
tions and spread the word at
places such as the Salvation
Army shelter.

See GRANDMOTHERS, A-10

News-Gazene photo by Rod Veal
Eddie Palmer, 87 standing, confers with Alvena Monroe, 58, at the
Salem Baptist Church, 500 E. Park Ave., C. The Grandmas Communi-
ty Prayer Outreach held its first soup kitchen meal Saturday.

M /?76 | .




Grandmothers

Continsed from A-1

Then they got down to cooking
Friday night and Saturday morn-
ing.

The bill of fare for the first
meal Saturday at noon includéd
ample helpings of vegetable
soup, simmering in 20-quart
pots, homemade corn bread,
cake and punch.

“I know it’s all freshly
cooked,” said 87-year-old Eddie
Palmer of Champaign, who tied
on a red, green and white Christ:
mas apron in preparation for
serving the food.

“IUs a lot of good fresh vegeta-
bles,” Monroe added. “We didn’t

just dump cans.”

As much as a meal, each p
son who came into the chui
Yasement got a grandmothe)
greeting, the kind that sa:
You're welcome here and 1
couldn’t be happier to see you

And if there were about
many grandmas as diners tt
time, at least it was a start.

Monroe said the women wa
to host the meals twice a mon!
as long as there’s no conflic
with church activities,

“We just want people t
come.” she said. “l told th
grandmas if they don’t come
we're sure gonna have a lot t
eat.”
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Church notes

pas’ror N ij
annivers

Salem Baptist Church w111 cele-
brate the 10th anniversary of its
pastor, the Rev. Dr. Claude Shelby"
Sr., at 4 p.m. Sunday at the
church 500 E. Park St., C.

The Rev. O.C. Turner of Antioch
Missionary Baptist Church, Deca-
tur, and moder-
ator of the
Wood River Dis-
trict, will speak
on the theme
“Laborers To-
gether With
God.” Sister-

will speak at an
anniversary f,
prayer break- f
fast, sponsored
by the Deacon-
eg’ses of Salem, SHELBY
at 8 a.m. Saturday.

The Rev. Shelby came to Salem
on Aug. 28, 1981, from Bridgeton
Missionary Baptist Church of St

" Louis County, Mo. He was or-

dained in June 17, 1960, at South-
ern Tabernacle Baptist Church of
Lovejoy.

He received his diploma in
Theological Seminary in 1962, a
bachelor of liberal studies in the-
ology from St. Louis University
and a master of science in educa-
tion from Southern lllinois Uni-
versity, Edwardsville. He received
the Doctor of Divinity degree in
December 1981 from New World
Bible Institute of Hayti, Mo.

Since coming to Salem, his lead-
ership has increased member-
ship;, a new member class was
started as well as a Sunday School
staff training class; and Operation
Excellence, an educational assis-
tance program, was organized.
Gov. James Thompson appointed
Shelby to serve on the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Holiday Council
during the fall of 198S.

Shelby, with the help of area
pastors and laypersons, held the
first observance of the national
holiday honoring Martin Luther
King Jr. on Jan. 20, 1986. He
brought to the church a three- to
five-year building plan, which
has been accepted by the church.
The ground for this project was
broken on June 10, 1990, and the
actual construction is planned for

BAPTIST CHURCY
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Salem Baptist Church to mark 130 years

By JASON CARSON WILSON 5’2%"[ g‘:’aid Salem’s founders, including

News-Gazette Staff Writer

CHAMPAIGN — Salem Bap-
tist Church will celebrate its
130th anniversary on Sunday.

Salem’s pastor, the Rev.
Claude Shelby Sr., will speak at
the 11 a.m. Sunday service.

The Rev. Courtney Jones, pas-
tor of Pleasant Grove Baptist
Church in St. Louis, will speak at
the 4 p.m. service.

Church clerk Veola Tinsley

— —

Susan Franklin Johnson, Kitty
Lee, T.J. Shore, J.W. Randolph,
Anna Randolph, Martin Dan-
dridge and Sarah Bromwell, be-
gan holding services in an old
coffeehouse at 406 E. Park St., C,
in 1866.

At that time, the church, then
known as Second Baptist
Church, had only 29 members.

Tinsley said the congregation
met there until it burned down

- during the late 1860s.

After the fire, they met in
each other’s homes until the

"~ church moved to its present lo-

cation, S00 E. Park Ave., C, in
1908. :

Upon coming to the new build-

ing, members decided the
church needed a new name.
From then on, it became known
as Salem Baptist Church, the
church clerk said. .
Tinsley said the building was

designated as a local historical
landmark by the Champaign
County Bicentennial Commission
in 1976.

Although the church started
out with fewer than 30 members,
its congregation now numbers
about 300. Several building
changes have been made to ac-
commodate the growth. In 1956,
an addition to the 1908 structure
was erected. In 1993, a new
sanctuary was built.

P
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Salem looks to its past, future

Bl Cornerstone
‘event marks year
in new building

.By The News-Gazette
CHAMPAIGN — Salem Bap-

'tist Church members have laid a

.cornerstone for the church’s
‘year-old sanctuary.

About 150 people attended a
service and ceremony Sunday at
the church, 500 E. Park St., C.

The Rev. John L. Gibson, pas-
tor of Rising Sun Missionary
Baptist Church in Peoria, sald
‘the cornerstone’s symbolic func-
‘tion was “to bring others to Je-
sus Christ.”

Among nine items placed in
the cornerstone were a program
from Sunday’s service, a photo-
graph of church members stand-
ing on the new edifice’s founda-

tion in March 1992 and a
program for the funeral of
Theotto Bowles, Salem’s oldest
member at the time of his death.

Salem Baptist began planning
for a new sanctuary and related
facilities in late 1983. The
church started with about
$20,000 in a “dream fund.”
Church members began adding
to that and borrowed the rest
from the Bank of Illinois, ac-
cording to Salem’s pastor, the
Rev. Claude E. Shelby Sr.

Groundbreaking took place
June 3, 1990, to coincide with the
church’s 124th anniversary. Con-
struction started in September
1991.

Workers — including many
church members and other vol-
unteers — began putting up the
13,866-square-foot addition in
March 1992.

The new sanctuary was dedi-

cated Aug. 22, 1993. It cost about
$700,000, not including volunteer
labor.

The Church Co. of St. Louis
had started as construction man-
ager, but Shelby eventually took
over those duties.

The new addition was built of
red brick to match the old
church building, which was de-
signated a historic site by the
Champaign County Bicentennial
Commission.

Shelby said his 400-member
congregation continues to use
the old building. Plans are to de-
velop a Family Life Center in the
old church, with exercise pro-
grams for families and recre-
ation for children.

A new sanctuary was needed
because the old church was not
easily accessible to the disabled
and some of the elderly, accord-
ing to Shelby.
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Salem looks to its past, future

M Cornerstone
event marks year
in new building

By The News-Gazette
CHAMPAIGN — Salem Bap-

‘tist Church members have laid a-

.cornerstone for the church’s
'year-old sanctuary.

About 150 people attended a

service and ceremony Sunday at
‘the church, 500 E. Park St., C.
. The Rev. John L. Gibson, pas-
tor of Rising Sun Missionary
Baptist Church in Peoria, said
the cornerstone’s symbolic func-
tion was “to bring others to Je-
sus Christ.”

Among nine items placed in
the cornerstone were a program
from Sunday’s service, a photo-
graph of church members stand-
ing on the new edifice’s founda-

tion in March 1992 and a
program for the funeral of
Theotto Bowles, Salem’s oldest
member at the time of his death.

Salem Baptist began planning
for a new sanctuary and related
facilities in late 1983. The
church started with about
$20,000 in a “dream fund.”
Church members began adding
to that and borrowed the rest
from the Bank of Illinois, ac-
cording to Salem’s pastor, the
Rev. Claude E. Shelby Sr.

Groundbreaking took place
June 3, 1990, to coincide with the
church’s 124th anniversary. Con-
struction started in September
1991.

Workers — including many
church members and other vol-
unteers — began putting up the
13,866-square-foot addition in
March 1992. - - :

The new sanctuary was dedi-

cated Aug. 22, 1993. It cost about
$700,000, not including volunteer
labor.

The Church Co. of St. Louis
had started as construction man-
ager, but Shelby eventually took
over those duties.

The new addition was built of
red brick to match the old
church building, which was de-
signated a historic site by the
Champaign County Bicentennial
Commission. ’

Shelby said his 400-member
congregation continues to use
the old building. Plans are to de-
velop a Family Life Center in the
old church, with exercise pro-
grams for families and recre-
ation for children.

A new sanctuary was needed
because the old church was not
easily accessible to the disabled
and some of the elderly, accord-
ing to Shelby.

ly

si
Re

in

tio

art

Cel
Bol

nat
tia
Sol

Tick
ea




America’s hope
lies ngi;h blacks,

SUN/ FEB 2

arlelie Napady .
Of The Courier
Because of their long suffer-
ing as a race, blacks are best
equipped to salvage American
culture, members of Salem Bap-

tist Church and gue€

Friday.

For the second consecutive
year, the Rev. C. T. Vivian,
currently head of the Black Cen-
ter for. Community Strategy,
spoke at the annual Brotherhood
Banquet of the Champaign
church. -

Although those present totaled
fewer than last year’s overflow

bheard the Rev. Mr. Vivian de-
fine the central question as “‘not

! what America is like, but who

are we?”.,

‘“We who have taken ourselves
lightly have become the single
most important factor in.Amer-
ican life today,” he said.

“And our answer to this ques-
tion is central not only for sav-
ing ourselves but for saving a
culture,” he added.

Using a Biblical comparison,
the Rev. Mr. Vivian said blacks
are like the rejected stone that
becomes the cornerstone.

“It is.a sociological fact that

., the rejected stone becomes the

cornerstone because & culture
seeks that which it had rejected
as a means of saving ‘itself,”

* he said.

Having been long rejected,
blacks know what America is

¢ really like, he continued.

Best critics

| “We are America’s best erit-]
! ics becaues we -have created

the only cultural style it can
call its own.
“The young gravitate toward
black darice, music and style.
““Those who have created a
country’s culture can best speak
to tHe country’s needs.”
- In the respect, he said, “no

' one is more radical than us.”

because “there is something

. Bbout black style that huts

Inister says

|that they try to destroy it the

| crowd, more than 100 persons) ics must have a sense of who

through nonsense and gets to
the core of the problem.

‘Other radica]l elements, he
went on, are not in a position
to find an answer ‘to-America’s
human problems

‘“The realization by white stu-
dent radicals “‘of what America
is really like so blew their minds

way it has destroyed them,”
he said, citing the many bomb-
ing and attempted bombings in
recent months.

“We need to be critics, but
we can’t be bitter because erit-

they are as human beings,” he
said.

Unless blacks are successful,
he warned, “not only will we
go down the drain but so will
all America, because America

c .

T LE 2. 3T
that others do not have contri-
butions “to make or that the
contributions of ot.hers are with-

out meaning.

But mankind-now is at a new :

crisis. Once Eastern man had
been its salvation by giving the
world great religions.

Then Western ‘man dlscorvered

the technology to-produce the!

physical things it needed.

Now, African man must show
man how to live with one an-
other.

African man is equipped for
this task, he said, because in
the true -African culture a man
will not go to work until he
has resolved his differences with
his neighbor.

American blacks, further-

more, cannot ignore this task|

because ‘‘this is the only land
we bhave and the only land we
are likely to ever have,” he
said. :

Rev. Mr. Vivian was accom-
panied by his wife, Octavia, the
author of a book on Coretta
King, widow of Dr. Martin Luth-

er I\lng Jr. ! ’

LA-A‘
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' only brief references to his ac-

" Iocal level,” he said.
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Control unity, 1dent1ty;

SUNFEB

needed’for black ‘arrival’

By Darlene Napady
Of The Courier

‘Blacks must have control, uni-
ty, and identity if they are to
“arrive” as well as “survive,”
the Rev. C. T. Vivian fold the
Salem Baptis 16th an-
nual Brotherhood banquet Fri-
day.

The Rev. Mr. Vivian made

tivities as coordinator of a coali-
tion for United Community Ac-
tion, which recently forced Chi-
cago area building trades un-
jons to agree to admit morefi
blacks. . |

Instead he hammered away
at the underlying philosophy of
the black movement for equal
rights and benefits.

Neither prominent leaders nor
national organizations can pro-
duce true freedom for black
Americans, he warned.

“Only two things are clear;
first, we must remake where
we are, because this is the only.
land we have and.are likely
to have; and second, what really
matters is what happens at the

“In Martin Luther King Jr.
we created the- greatest voice
this nation has ever heard, we
created a national movement,’
we maréhed 100,000 strong, we
brought into being national leg-
jslation, yet all this still did
not bring us freedom.’ ;

“Don’t wait for another Mar-
tin Luther King,” he warned.
“No one can free us because
we must free ourselves.

“The national organizations
all are in shambles, so SCLC,

of the alphabet soup will not
be able to save you.”

This brought the first of many

rounds of applause from the|

several hundred persons gath-
ered at the church.

The Rev. Mr. Vivian called
for complete control by blacks

over their own land, programs,

priorities and problms. 5
“The police ‘'who now roam
our soil are there to protect

Smffﬁ.& y not black lives,”

-“The average white ngQeman
is racist to the core and has
no respect for black lives. 'm
not saying that all whites are
racists,’ but just that so few
of them are not that we cannot
allow them to control our lives.”

Besides control, blacks must
have unity if they are to make
themselves felt.

“This doesn’t have to be 100
per cent unity, but it should
be at least 80 per cent unity.
The other 20 per cent should
keep their mouths shut. | -

“In Chicago we dragged the
building trades unions, one of
the most powerful institutions
in the nation, to the table be-

cause we had unity. We didn't|"

get everything we want, but we
did get a decision.”

Because blacks still -lack a
sense of identity, the third .ne-
cessity, they are vulnerable to
white society.

“A man who doesn’t know

who he is will be used and|-

misused by those who know who

.| they are.

“White people know how im-
portant we are, but we don’t

know it yet. If you don't know

CORE, NAACP, and the rest

your own history the same
games get played on you time
and time again.”

“You and I are stronger than
we think because we have sur-
vived despite everything done
to. destroy us. We now must
channel that strength so that

wsm PE')Be S. wié as sur-r

Blacks, furthermore, are the
salvatlon of the Chnstian faith
and American society, the Rev.
Mr. Vivian said.

He warned his audience not

imitate  the- ‘“white, dead
church,” or ‘you, too, are
dead.” °

“We live in a society that
knows how to make things but
not how to make us live togeth-
er. We need_the white man’s
things, but he needs our soul.

“They need us worse than
we need them. We will not re-
ject them but neither will we
allow the evil man. to be in
control of the good man’s
house.” ' '

- ’
Al
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. SALEM "
' CHURCH, 500

BAPTIST
East Park

" Street, Champalgn.

The Salem Baptlst"\

~ Church was organized as

* the Second Baptist Mis-
- sionary Church in 1867 by

. Susan - Franklin Johnson.

Kitty Lee, T. J.

w. Randolph and Martin

» Dandrage. A

)
]
i
Shores, J }

lot at the |

; corner of Fifth and Park

“in Champaign

'was purch- .}

~ased in 1869 and a frame ,
bulldmg érected. When..\
this burned, a second was

|
. built on Clark Street. The '}
--name *was changed to .

- Salem Baptist

‘red brick..
“'The church has always
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MORTGAGE BURNING COMMITTEES

General Chairman: Dcacon David Sayles

In Charge of
Program Financial Efforts

Decacon L. T. Tinsley, Chymn. Mrs. Helen Hite, women
Mrs. Ann Thompson Bro. Robert McGraw, men
Miss Carol Alexander

Miss Margarette McKinney

Courtesy Finance Committee

Deacon George Bigham Deacon David Sayles
Trustee Jasper Lewis
Photographs Deacon Otis Scott

Trustee Roscoe Tinsley Deacon J?mes 0. Vilson
Trustce Theotto Bowles

Clean-Up
Salem Baptist Brotherhood
Kitchen
Salem Baptist Usher Board

Publicity Historical

Rev. Cecil Webb Mrs. Velma Colley, Chrmn.
Mrs. Veola Tinsley

Vle are blessed at Salem with Pastor A, T. Rowan;
Rev, Cecil Vlebb, assistant pastor; Rev. C. E,
Campbell, Rev. G. T. Williams, and Rev. Clarence
Thomas, associate ministers. These faithful
ministers are an asset to our church and community.




NEWS-GAZETTE EDITOR

“] may not carry out this mission, but it is my
fervent hope that it will be done!”” The Rev. William
Howe Donaldson spoke as we talked about aspira-
tions of Salem Baptist Church which next Sunday
will observe its 110th anniversary of service to the
communities of Champaign and Urbana.

The mission to which Rev. Donaldson referred is
the building of a new church for the congregation of
300. The basis for hope lies in a “Dream Fund,” now
$5,000, to accomplish the task. Rev. Donaldson has
served as pastor of Salem Baptist on two occasions,
from 1949 to 1953 and from 1968 to the present.

His tenure is second only to that of Rev. W. H.
Stedman, who was pastor from 1894 to 1903. It was
the Rev. Mr. Stedman who directed efforts to build
a church dedicated in 1900 and records say he had
‘“‘one of the most prosperous pastorates in the his-
. tory of the church.”

Rev. Donaldson also has been a driving force to
make Salemn Baptist a significant part of the religi-
ous life in this area. Cast in a different time span,
his accomplishments have been none-the-less effec-

tive. Small in stature — he stands 5-5 and weighs 178 -

— the pastor looms large for influence upon his
congregation, for a strong youth movement, and
widespread public service.

Changed Atmosphere For Blacks

He foresees many problems before the dream
church can be. built. They are not all financial.
““There has been_quite a change in the atmosphere
for black people in these communities. In 1949-50,
virtually every meémber of Salem Baptist lived
within walking distance of the church at 500 East
Park. Now, the membership is spread out all over
the cities. The parsonage, for example, is at 1712
South Prospect. We provide bus transportation to
services. A resounding question about a new church
is where it should be located.”

The pastor has many fine people to assist him in
making these decisions. L. T. Tinsley is chairman of
the board of directors, Sherman Oldham, vice-
chairman. Other directors are James A. Wilson, who
heads the Sunday school program; Clarence Taylor,
Theotto Bowles, Verlon Buchanan, R.E. Goines,
James McKinley, Carl Turley and Willie Herington.
Bowles is chairman of the trustees who include
Robert Lewis, George Bigham, William Miller,
Charles Hassell, Willie Holt, Albert Alexander and
Millard Gray.

Anniversary Scheduled Oct. 24

The anniversary sermon Oct. 24 will be given by
the Rev. Cecil A. Webb, son of former pastor Rev.
A. S. Webb, who served the church from 1938 to
1948. Also on the rostrum will be Rev. Morris Clark.
Both are products of Salem Baptist and are engaged
in ministries at Danville and Mattoon, respectively.

First efforts to form a Baptist Church in Cham-
paign-Urbana began as early as 1856 when Cham-
paign was known as West Urbana. For a year
or two under the leadership of Rev. A. L. Farr the
church prospered. Then the atmosphere became
charged with enmities growing out of moral issues
of slavery. The membership drifted apart with the
advent of the Civil War.

A Rev. W. T. Green continued to preach to Bap-
tists, however, in Bailey’'s Hall on North Neil Street.
Services were held on Sunday afternoons since the
Methodist Church occupied the ball in mornings and
evenings. In 1864 a Rev. Alexander Cummings
brought together 10 men and 14 women who had
indicated a desire to organize themselves into a
Baptist church.

J VD Odber )57

Council Organizes Church

{\ Council of Recognition was formed and met
twice in the fall of 1864. Influential in its activities
was Rev. S. F. Gleason of Bethel Church in
Mahomet.

On Nov. 28, 1864, the church, fully organized and

recognized, began its work as Champaign Baptist
Church. First services were held in a hall owned by
Joseph T. Everett on University avenue *‘east of the
tracks.” Soon lots were purchased at the corner of
Park and State streets and a church was built there.
Great assistance in fund raising came from a young
member, Fred Heimlicher.
) The church, having been named as Salem Baptist
in ;866, continued in the Park and State location
until 1899 when the original structure of the present
chuch was built. It since has had many alterations
and en_largements, including installation of a pipe
organ in February 1926, the gift of Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence A. Lloyde, in memory of his parents, Mr.
g:;i Mr; D.H. ]Lloyde, who had been members of
Salem Baptist almost from its beginning.

“While the church has had its ups gnd downs,”
Rev. Donal_dson observed, “it has performed a won-
dgrful ministry to the communities. Throughout its
hlstqry.Salem Baptist has been close to the .Uni-
versity of Illinois and to the black students there.”
Among outstanding students who were members of
Salem, Rev. Donaldson recalls Mary Frances Vai-
nado Walden, Leonard Watson, Don Stevens, and

from University administration, Asst. Vice-
Chancellor Walter Strong.

Champions Of Civil Rights

He credits two pastors, Rev. Eugene H. Williams
_(1956—61) and Rev. A.T. Rowan (1961-64) with exert-
ing ‘‘great influence” during civil rights activities
which h_ad bearing upon improvement of social and
economic conditions for blacks on the campus and in
the communities.

1 _asked Rev. Donaldson to look ahead 100 years to
env'lsion what Salem Baptist Church may be in 2076.
‘“With the inroads being made today upon our
church structure, it is a good question whether
?hurc_hes, as we know them, will survive,” he said
‘I think they will but perhaps not in the form we
know at present. 1 am concerned as are many
people about the deterioration of respect for the
church as indicated in our disrespect for the Sab-
bath and for conventional morality.”

At the age of 74, in the zenith of his career, Rev. |
Doanldson locks ahead with optimism, however, and |
with faith that what has been accomplished by
Sa}em Baptist Church can be continued, His
philosophy, he says, is best expressed in this bit of |
verse entitled “The Bridge Builder.” !

An old man, travelling a lone highway, !

Came at evening, worn and gray,

To a chasm, far, deep and wide. '

The old man stopped on the other side

To build a bridge to span the tide.

“Hey!™ said a fellow pilgrim near, °

“You are wasting your time building here.

Your journey ends with the close of day, !

You never again shall pass this way.” ‘

The old man lifted his gray head

And in the twilight, calmly said:

“There follows after me today

A youth whose feet must pass this way.

And the chasm that meant but naught for me I

To this fine youth may a pitfall be. |

So, I pause here in the twilight dim,

My friend, I'm building this bridge for him!"
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o PROGRAM

Music by the Salem Choir.

Invocation—Rev. A. McKee, Pastor Mt. Olive Baptist Church, Champaign.
Welcome in behalf of the Sunday School—Miss Virginia Smith.

Weleome in behalf of B. Y. U.—Mr. J. W. Harwell.

Vocal Solo—Mrs. Lena Jordan, Mt. Olive Baptist Church.

Welecome in behalf of W. H. and F. M. Society—Mrs. H. J. Wells.

Welcome in behalf of Y. W. Missionary Society—Miss Alice Baxter.
Welcome in behalf of Junior Missionary Society—Miss Willa Mae Nelson.
Instrumental Solo—Mrs. Mildred Graves.

Welcome in behalf of Salem Baptist Church—Mrs. L. B. Benton.
Welcome in behalf of Mt. Olive Baptist Church—Miss A. M. Sprights.
Vocal Duett—Mesdames Ollie Rogers and L. McHaney.

Welcome in behalf of Ministerial Alliance—Rev. J. W. Jacobs.

Welcome in behalf of Inter-City Ministers’ Association—Rev. H. A. Keck.
Welcome in behalf of Twin City Baptist Church—Rev. C. C. Long, Urbana, IlI.
Music by Junior Choir. .

Welcome in behalf of Physicians—H. E. Rowan, M.D,

Welcome in behalf of Business Men—Mr. Albert Lee.

Welcome in behalf of Chamber of Commerce, Champaign—Mr. J. E, Filson.
Welcome in behalf of W. C. T. U.—Mrs. M. Snyder, President, Urbéna.
Welcomé& in behalf of Fraternities—Mr. Frank Gray.

Welcome in behalf of University of Illinois—Dean 1. A. Clark, Urbana, 111,
Welcome in behalf of City of Champaign—Mayor Geo. J. Babb.

Response by Rev. C. Morgan Miller, Bloomington, I1l.

Presentation by Pastor, R. A. Hayden.

Mrs. Eva T. Dean, Misiress of Ceremonies

’
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October 1, 1975
SUBJECT: MNistoric Preservation of Salem Baptist Chﬁrch at Fifth & Park Streets

TO : llistoric Preservation Committee for Champaipn (Members .John Collison.
Beth Kalm, Bruce Lynch, and Greg McDaniel)

Salem Baptist Church which was rebuilt in 1907 deserves consideration for
historic preservation. TFor cver a hundred vears Salem has been significant to
the Dlack community. Through its ministryv,encouraged Blacks to educate them-

selves, and has been the backbene and the training school that has given the

masses of Champaipgn/Urbana Blacks the opportunity to develop. There is a genius

\ )

in the "soul' in this church, something that gives it life and vitalitv, that

makes it and its buildinpg stand out sipnificantlv above its creeds , rituals and

)
doctrines, something vvhich makes it a unique institution that is.vnrthyfpf preser-
vation.

The history of the church Qeghn in 1867 when Sister Fusan.rrnnklin Johnson,
Kitty Lee, Brother T. .J. Shores, .J. W. Randolph and Martin Dandrape met the
council at the 01d Coffee Place. 406 East Park Street, and organized a Missionary
Baptist Churclhi. The church was named Second Baﬁtist‘ﬂissionary Church. Tt was
recornized by the First Raptist Church of Champaipn, the First Baptist Church of
Urktana and tﬁe First DBaptist Cburch of llahomet. Tllinois. Sister :‘ildred Grey,
then a music student at the.Univcrsity of Illinois. plaved the orran for scveral
vears. ﬁr. Lester .Johinson, a member of the church, boupght the bc]]) vhich is
now In the befry. lirs. lva T. Deam was Prcsﬁdent of the Vomeéﬁgfﬁiviﬁion of the
Mational Baptist Convention. and also Superintendent of the Sundav School. The

church was received into the White DLaptist Association. The Superintendent of



;/

the Su;day School was Brother Llo&d of the First Baptist Church, in Champaign.
Sister Bidler, of the First Baptist.Church in Champaign, taught the Adult
Sunday School Class.,

Reverend William Washington was called to pastor ana was assisted by
Reverend T..J. Shores, -The church purchased the lot on Fifth and Park Street
and proceeded to erect a church about 1869. This frame building burned down,
causing the membership to again rent a place for worship. 1In 1887 the pastor
was Reverend F. Gray and by this time, the chufch had purchased a lot on
Clark Street and erected é building there. 'In 1893, The Wood River Association
met here with the church, énd Second B&ptist Church joined the Wood River
District Association. Because Second Baptist was too small to apcommodate the
delegation, services were held in the h;ll over Swanell's Drug Store. now Grant's
at the corner of Main and Hickory Streets.

In 1902 Reverend J. H. Nickols increased the interest in the churcﬁAand the
Sunday School. He interceded and cleaned-up the church lot at Park and Fifth
Streets. He was making plans to erect another church there when he resigned.
Reverend S. L. Edwards was then called to pastor. He had the.name of the church
changed from Second Baptist to Salem Baptist. He succeeded in building the present
church. 1In 1908 the cornerstone was laid. 1In 1911 old seats were discarded and
new pews installed. These pews were used until 1958. Tn 1917 Reverend S. M. Hall,
who succeeded Reverend S. C. Cianton, had the ceiling lowered and the church Aeco-
rated.: In 1920 under Revereﬂd R. H. Hayden, the church was remodeled and the lot
'in the rear of the church was purchased. A baptistry and two:jgscufggms vere also
installed. The new addition now stands on the lot which was purchasea.

In 1925 Reverend Dabney .Jones succegded Reverend Havden. During his admini-

stration, the front stairs were remodeled and the entrance was changed from the



’—”"”///”J‘
west to the south side, where it is now located.

In 1953 a nursery was put in the church bascmentf It was dedicated to the
memory of Mrs. Hattie J. Wells, who served as Superintendent of the Sunday School
from 1925 until her death on September 10, 1953. 1In April 1956, Reverend Eugene
H. Williams was'called. On May 27,'1957; the church officially voted to build
the annex. The new addition was started in August 1957 and completed in February
1958. The new annex cgnsists of ten class rooms, two rest rooms, baptismal pool.
pastor's office and sFudy, complete new modern kitchen, banquet room, three storage’

- closets, new light fixtures, new heating system and two entrances. The exterior
of the church was-tuck—pointed and sandblasted, complete new front entrance,
cottage style windows, outside trim painted and new outside oak doors. The inside
was completely redocorated with new pews, pulpit furniture, communion table. seven
deacon chairs, and rubber tile on the floor at a cost of $52,000.

Reverend W. H. Donaldson is the current pastor. He had previously ;érved
as pastof of Salem from 1949 to 1953. Under his administration, the mortgage on
the parsonage was burned, the duplex offering systep was set-up. a typewriter
purchased, rugs for the parsonage were bought, desk for the church office, a new
kitchen, hot water tank and a gas fupnace for the parsonage installed. new Hymnals
and robes purchased, a rug for the-aisles, a motion picture projector and screen.
filing cabinet, adding machine, mimeograph machine and other office equipment

e

purchased.



Under Reverend Donaldson the church has been important in bringinn
the people in the community togpether for a common cause, and traininy them
for concerted action. The church has been important in providine an organized
fellowship for Black lLeaders. Over the years Salem like other Black TInsti-
tutions can be called theories of accommodations b@?gcprotcst hecame formulated
and sprcaded. The church sometimes took actions itsélf in the-nower field,
attempting Lo improve tﬁe Black's lot of.voicinﬂ the Black protést. LEvenmore
often, Sqlem has always brovided the means by vhich Black lLeaders gnd organi-
zntioqs, which are more directly concerned vwith powver problems, could reach
Black people.

Yes. Salem Baptist Church.is significant to Black people, and deserves

consideration for historic preservation.

Avon T. Killion

UP 236

Member, Champaign llistoric Preservation
Committee
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qmountingyt5‘32§’,i?5v0, these bonds were
issued in 1898 and 1902 when the city
was receiving a targe license revenue.

The lax levy passed by the city coun-
.. cil in the year 1909 was the only tax
COT""ISN*:;‘:“:‘QWE??I;TS‘;% levy ordered by the cily for more than
that made these cuts,  lwelve years in which no levy was made
for the payment of bonds or interest on

bonds.

The present city tax rate is the low-
est it has been for more than seven years.

R o with a fine P
Yearn
ur leanure's China 8

The only tax this year that was lower
than last vear was the city fax.

The Salem Baptist Church, A monument to the workers of the colorec
Baptists of Champaign. Every colored man should vote against the saloor
for if they return a drunken mob may destroy your homes and compel you
to flee for your lives as they have done in Springfield, Cairo and East St
Louis. Saloons are the greatest enemy of the colored race.

J. M. Rivers, pastor of Salem Baptist church.

A. T. Jackson, Pastor of Bethel A. M. E. church

ouder Building; another busy place in the new Green Street district.

an Church’s new
saloons go out.

afidition costing $16000.00. Churches

The Fisk building South Wright Street. Real estate values have
made a wonderful advance here in three dry years.

HoRe Hi=ES PAPTICT — SHAE M
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Condensed from

Historie Preserbation Cormittee for Champaign County
(Fiembers - John Collison, Beth Kalm, Eruce Lynch, and Grep. McDaniel)

Salem Baptist Church which was rebuilt in 1907 deserves consideration
for historic preservation. For over a hundred years Salem has been significant to t
to the Black Community. Through its ministry:é%couraged * '‘Blacks to educate
themselves and has been the backbone and trezining school that has siven the
masses of Champaign-Urbana Blacks the oprortunity to deavelop. There is a
genius in the "soul" of th’“ﬁhurch, something that gives it 1ife and vitality
that makes it and its building stand out sisnificantly above its creeds,
rituals and doctrines, something which makes it a unigne institution that
is worthy of preservation.

The history of the church beran in 1867 when Sister Susan Franklin
Johnson, Kitty Lee, Rrother T. J. Shores, J. W. Randolph, and Martin Dancrape
rett 'the council at the 0ld Coffee Place, L0O6 East Perk Street and orpanized
a Missionary Baptist Church. The church was nazmed Second Baptist Missionary
Church. It was recognized by the First Baptist Church of Champaigen, the
First Baptist Church of Urbana znd the First Baptist Church of Mehonet
(The church washrecclved into the White Bsptist Association.}

. The church purchased the lot on Fifth and Park Streets and proceeded
to ereet a church building about 1869. This freme building burned down.
After locating on Clark Street in 1887, it eventvally returned to the original
site about 1902 and eventually a church building was erected. In the meantime
the name of the church changed from Second Baptist to Salem Baptist. 1In 1908
cornerstone was laid. In 1970 tne chureh was remodeled and the 1ot in the
rear of the church was purchased,

The church sonetimes took action itself iﬁf@%wcr field, attempting to
improve the Black's lot or voicing the Black protest. Salem hes always pro-
vided the means by which Black Leaders and organizations which are rore di-
rectly concerned with power problems, could reach Black people. -

Avon T. Killion



