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Africon American History Comes Hol

The expe ol Airican Americans in Champaign County address
themes of human existence: family, work, education, religion and
After Emancipation, the first wave of African Americans migrated
the Sauth to different sections of the country, hoping to provide better
themselves and for their families. Since the primary mode of travel
train, and Champaign County was located along a major railway
African Americans decided to reside in Champaign County, The
that the “first wave” of African American migration (late 1860's t
to Champaign County resulted in an increase from 48 in 1860 1o

| and 462 by 1860, From 1900 to 1920, the number tripled from

Champaign County African Americans built and developed
churches, businesses, social groups—married, raised families,
D in the military, and contributed to Champaign County's
social, and cultural development. This exhibit is a long overd
achievements, triumphs, and sacrifices. There is still much n
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COMMUNITY ACTIVISM

Through the Years: African American History Comes Home

Champaign County African Americans agitated for better housing, the right 1o live in any neighborhood, the right 1o
eal al any eating facility, for equal employment opportunities, and the right to live on the University of illinols cam-
jpus. For the most part, they were successful in obtaining their goals.
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BUSINESSES

Theotgh the Years: African American History Comes Home

s

1900 < 1930
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Clark sold pastries, pies and
cakes (especially lemon pies) at
Dublin and Mathews in Urbana;
when Three Sisters” sold “the best
fish and chicken this side of
Heaven'; when ‘the Chicken
Shack,” operated by Mrs. Minnie
McDuif and located near Grove
and Fifth Streets in Champaign, spe-
clalized in service and provided

5 | il -

delivery; when Mrs. Ollie Macklin's
Tea Room,” located on East Hill
Street in Champaign, had a soda
fountain and catered 10 leenagers;
when Mrs. Romeo Green was operat-
ing an eating and dancing establish-
ment for junior and senior high school

a i
restaurant specializing in ‘sweet potato”
pies on North Popular Street and a place
for dancing on the comer of Fourth and
Vine Streets, “Tuxedo junction After
Hours'(the sweetest music in town).”
Estelle Merrifield, “Through the Years™
(1995),
“But we intend 10 keep it [437 acres of

farm land] in the family. it's a gift.”
Rosetta Smith Williams (1968).
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