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This Douglass Center will be torn down and another built on the site, with work to begin April 1 
..~ 

~.: , Ifid
lll ' ~IIi~~L;::. ~:;;!,t:>;:~!t':'l!:i.l ' ' .,,,,,,,~:~.;........~.._ .. ,.~__
,"'1Ii!, ,;P'f.~...., _'01?Jr''':-: _ ~",,"',~""'_,_ .., ' --:-~..--.---.,.--..:-- ....,...-. -.-~:-

:-;-i .~ 

, . \' .:' .~< 

Plans for Douglass Park in. 
dude recreation center addi. double the space of the exist. , 

, ~""'- t!!wer left) thi'~ would ing center. The sled hill and multiptwpose asphalt area to 
the north were recently add. ed with the help of federal 

matching funds• 
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As Judge Cr eed 'fud(c r ('x 
1H::cocks us· fea tur ing gamecoc]( fighting 	 He ,oi" lh at he 110' la lkc-d t he prO;E,~t \.II;;'." not t~n \ · lsi()n t;.-d ~ q r~J ( d ~ C v:riu c'!) \~ (IUlcl J.:,o 

p l ained ill hI'::; inslru cl iOIl :; 10 
1! 0 a pa ir. a l'e sold jn 8{: \' (' 1' 0 \ Champai~n . to people who nttendt-d them, 	 u.s a l.ne.£\nS uf lll'l lH-uvwg l n l!- down.

he. jnry, a specl~ 1 at>scss mcrlt
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A ChamV<:l1bll ma n who hilS " Vj hCil til h gh b are ove!' , or the property "ssc~cd in

been invited to to('k fights, .",t HH'rC',f\ i\ p Ile I ~f dead hirrls 
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!,ges ed
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t:lff ,\ ln; . \IP ~id , ;;..xccpl for one 'com lete' centeror • kind that .ecrue 10 the 
ke whalc-\lt~r Draper and oi ller board m"", thi nr' "Tltey dull";.aJlow drink ,lsse!'tSed prope rty owners twd 

be:: =,> \\1m for m a perman ent ing, If some d ..~iI1c gc'ts ne" 'to remedy 	 eamwl be shared by the public TIle f'J' '2derick Dnllgl a..<;.~ - Th e ongln;11 th:w:! (' n( tJl~ 
shelter and commHlc.'C to carry (In cOI1Llnll~ Ulo~e roosters ' 'd Gt!\. hl5: ut l:nge. The dly hCls lhe burd  COl11munilj Ccn tu f: it lzens 1972 hOHcf i~~l1(, r mm fllllr.,-! Ihp 

; for (;orrec.l· ing insp-edion and supervi~iun 	 lhroat cut frnm l~e. ::' Iltll . ." en ()r p roo f in th e ca!:o(! Ste.eri ng Comrn lU el i:%ued Fri park boar<i .,lf} hll lhhllg ,I l'c(.: r c 
eafl.Jlot ue r e of the sheller , L !. "J "ck" Wwhead. a The project wOllkl iuvo l\'e the day a "[>Usilioll 	 p;lller" wn idl ;nional I,u.:i ll! : f'IH~ <.trieqlJ;] ' e 
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t also a mem· 

" N'"i talize" the hoar d through 	
had been held' !p the a rea . 
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will be asked ~'" Ca~cJ said. 	 gravf' i pa "ement. There t U r· 
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~ dn3,sk flX  f'<"/S 111 tilp . md jlli:5t1e were' 
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IlIen! . LJiI' n mis- To continue bogroit of hiri recruilc)' ParI-': ')o} ~IH! l'rt.'~id(an t \\';1· 
ion. l i.it ll ~ J llclt.,~ .If sa Id Fri
atticc IS be in g,. dA' nid.1 tliat \I'111l the erro' I; 
anytbinG which pul m!It oPP'ls!Ol: II", i'5(1\' ,atlno st enis talk with Corba ly_ unhappy, " Dr lhe blat!ooi cCl1lrHllmh t uld 

ha\ole nil:';'!! "1JQu;:Vl t~Ol 1i~Y to
II if part 01 tlJc By f'!ilIla p~ttrs ...,,,(1)1' Lo.lb_ Corbally <iescrlbed the discus  11 I i~8tOns. . tn my \ i ~w, lhCLI 1111 d t he t: ~mp '(·tE' Cl:'nlt.,11' . 

,-isis Is becaus e Of The Courier " hall-tim\! Latino recruiter sion with Ule Lo.!I.U10 stoocn discuss ions ar t' "\lr(1ym~ and 


Helm, """ Iimltr! Iliol II,.fai led to 13ke 1.,tUw students. dissatisfir:d ,'tho ha:l wQrk"ed in the office a!. " len~fthY ':J !1d informa 'VC. aft" re[au:x! ahnost enUrelv to $earC'h ror q·.;lr.J. moue\' is sli J! 
o explain UJlllh Wltb,' thE results of a lIleclmg has h!"l't authority ;" she said.. " I did Iilform toem thai I U,c a<immi.lroti vl' structure ." Ct lnti nuing HI' sa Id ill! l;nc":
" Uleir patients . ~'rldAy With Unlversit) Of tiH· "I-!e was bringIng in llpplica would not interfere wil li the Miss FIl en!es said the ,Wof II I leasl nne a llwr hOJrr1luc.st ion tho t 's a no!:; Pr...l<tent John Corban:, lions, hot he had no say-so cilancellor nor wiLh the ejjre<:tll r dculs will work th rough Ih t.: 

)Il P1l1bcr wtw , . ~:\ pl('1r i 1'lg I);) 'S· ," he sqid... wit h plan to cQntJnue Ul~i r bovCflll nboul who W3~ cf1oses'i_ of adm issions tn su8besling summe r \ cQnlacllnc f'ommlln si()Ihhc" il l !. :dr ;:1 fillin ".the Marcw; WeI- of Ule U oIl'- effoJls t.J hire ;'We asked tilem to bire a what zuministra. i...-e ~rrange ily oifici" l. one! olher person. 
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s<:hedlliol 10 1l1e.~ 1 "\ " p.m.was to remSio /J Eva i"ueotes. a repn:.~I 'n t a h, E-linle person . and Ihey said ba nee U,e reenulm<'1ll of ,tu fol' Ihcir tause. 
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meeting of 	 lhe til-HI lIurm of lil t: nre~-e tthe said F riday aft ernfh)fl verat time job. Now we;1I hl\'e a he said. 	 U of I Trustee ,rUlu; Vela,· 
ctl lleW !lplcr meeling of . tud ents mel wilh Corbaily fOI full-lime per,"!! . but anles, that He also id he t{Jld the st u- quel. , ~he " id addin g Ulal Vel 

College of Sur more Il.an an hour F riday per~(.:cn htl~ tHlthodty we hav lic.nLs h p IlUHll.lghl they Wt;:r~ asqllc7 "has aH ou r docurncn ( )n~ Im1du )lcC~ h<! r on 

one Hf two Stlrr , "HI~ was ver y coniJa l Jr.d not iling ,t all. focu,illg on the wrong probll'In. taliotl, including lath,tiN and strudlon " '0. or ClJ::l JT1 pcdgn. 

'ight.Joclw grolL [l pleasunl, and he !iston , t to "'('hal (tulhori 'j wouln come " TIle basic p(l1'pose of Ihoi r the IHstor~ oi QUI' pa~,t effo rts \~ ilhdrrw 11~ ll1ct 1;151 \qt~k aftp!' 

d ing hI:. lime b us patien tly ," Shl~ said. " But if the person r parl ed diJ'l'ClIy eHol15 is to inc.r~<1!~ E!. lilt: nuni' " H~!) ven' ;)v..·;;. re , ,nd Wfl learn in;:: or the b l ad~ nom1lln· 

'riLtticc and the he will nol pre.~sw'" the chan  to .lane !..<Jen." . b~ r or Latino ~ l1i('ent$ ::It the know Uml heis acting 011 ou r 11 ,:. ~ opp..~lholt lO lite de moli . 

l C c...lior (J alOk Pel lasoo ) or the MJ ~ F'uc:ntcs said. the sbJ · Ul'bml<l..('/l ;:. nrpaign cnmpus ." l>ehalC, 3S well " she said . I\lm 


director of admissions and rr~ dents wW not work with a Corb"Hy saLd. " and I w in!; ~e-\ '~"M I roill:uH\' metnbcrs al:-to H ~l ll1s ~;;lId i"l ieb\ uigh l Ul r! 

m'ds (Jane Loeb ) " >,e""cli commiltee lookillg fo r th al'~ J purpose \\0(: all accept. art! a"YlI!1'e of the g rollp' ~ efior t... boarrl will S" ahead wllh 
Miss ,euentes 5<1 id hur group an indiv,dual ill fill lhe I 1\ " Bul I reel the queslion IS and support Ulem . ,he ,~id ;j\~ :lrdinj! Ule J(~mohtion C(ln · 

sun:.eono; from wants tlHl fl!ll-time ret'!'uiler tune joh ,;0 IOilg s:) that P 'tio n whether Ul al pHrpo!;e ~I!l be Clwoceltor f'ellason ";'5 n, k tracL Ht, said Ul ('.,., ilua nl h.ls 
JIIino i~ were In 1.0 be h i....", t.o work in the wtwld !lot r Ci?ort Lv Dtrecl.ur mel. W;tilout h" inl( a specia I ed Director Loeb (0 ' r<'P()J l lu :;~'H.-"f1 a C'cmln c', ' cr the t,' t)Jl · 

!?r!llay allri lod ay clrimissions t!no records ofTk.c U:reL. La llul1 r eC'n ul er \\ho reoorts h ~m bv Dccemltvr on how lhf' ~ nwtlnn or lhe ('calt'l" and Uw 
, annual rn.ceti n~ aud tu repo.t dJrrcliy lo Di- Contael",' Friday aft e:-noon, dh eclly to the d irec ur of ad- n~.~·u ilmenl effort \Yorks . d(' moLJtHJrl I!\lli.l he uunc. 
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d t'd d' . rob >:lena,e .l!.;xecutlve Committee. ; ropp.ng eVlces In o}"-r- I nllvlngt 

to inform the local state's 
ney I who would then in-
th!! person who was ~lng 
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Windows Get Lea 
Bullet Holes G 
At McCabe/s . 

have 8y Bi 

~
. - The McCabe Brothers Con- SPRING!' 

.
" a ... o~i- s.tt:.lction Co. office at 411 N. RepUb.I1ca. n 

. lUI' .m- Wright St., C, was damaged by have'i\harg. 
"y p '. ..•... gunfire late Thursday night or 1 ""''''''.'']'m';lo-
! ena 'currefitljJf . con· early Friday morning , 
n 6-fau1t~MJ~~ .oh In. to Champaign police. ageItll'nt" 01 

I the ;;,OO1'r,¥ubition on Reports indicate that 13 Daniel Walk 
. '_ '" '1': " . '. holes were found in plate glass How~vQ;r, 

reap r rllnenthilr was windows of the office, and ex- sponse to W' 
'ed, by party-line vote tensive damage was rerorted the legi!>latul 

Hou.se' ,.E~cutive:Com- iMide the building. Police found dOlliir& frPm 
·l<'i~en: 'Democrats two .38 caliber bullets at the tilt! tio\ise 
'yes" and:; 11 Republic81ls scene which were turned ov~ ., . 
ho.":., ' " .. ' ',., to the department's Investigation .", ~J!\ 
i~r, dl viS ion , ..; ;:. " 

'3" One large h. ole was. disc~ver.ed •.. .. 1:.·.' ......... :1 .... J-.. ,' a plate glass wmdow, and ':' . ,J"r 
theorize It wa.s crt'!lit~d by ,: : ;', " ... 

• • < " • , a shutgun blast. The incident ~. "'. "",~ " ' 

In'· both Thursday and 7 :20 a.m. Friday' 
Until McCabe B rot he. 

defaulted on its contract 
Champaign Park T"'>L._-'_U 

Tuesday, the firm was to hav~ 
d$Ctnollshed the old "Frtlderic~ 
Douglass Recreation C(!nter at 
. E. Grove St., C. 

Fans~ 



·rJugliiss "'(;CtiTiler -" i/zle"'Shifteleil ) 

£:...ovl2'Ni7Z t- / 2 -:-7.r · . '". 
By Les Somogyi 

Of The Courier 


The new Douglass Center will 
be bliilt, whether the old one 
goes down or not, the Cham
paign Park Board voted Thurs
day night ' 

Since McCabe Brothers, Inc., 
demolition contractors, default
ed on its contract to raze the 
Gld center, the board decided 
to start from scratch and build 
a new one a few hundred feet 
away. 

Previous- plans were to de
nolish the old center and build 
he new 'one on the site of 
he old one, But threats by 
nembers of the black com
nunity apparently caused Mc
;abe to change his mind. 

McOabe Brothers signed the 
'Ontract for the demolition 
vork May 31 and had ten days 
'I which to start work. Mc
:abe officially requested an ex

doesn't mean they are back
ing down. 

English Brothers President 
Ed Hynds said today his com
pany woul? start work as s~o~ 


. as he receIved the new specifl
cations. In contrast to McCabe, 

he said his firm has not been 
threatened or picketed. 

The board directed architec 
E. Hedric Clay to make ar 
rangements to build the struc 
ture west of the existing build 
ing, between the existing cen 
ter and the Douglass Annex. ~ 

. .~ 
The 4-1 vote, With Comm!s

. Ri h d D . J d'sIOn~ c ar aVlS r. IS
sentmg, came a!ter the board 
refused ~cOabe s request for 
an extenSIOn. , 
. l\~cCabe sought to delay work 
until the problem between the 
park. board and t.h e black co. mIT. tee, and members- Kenneth 
mumty has been resolved. In Stratton, Elsie Easley and the 
a letter .to the board, ~cCabe Rev. Lundy Savage walked out 
said he could not begm the 

~~sium with supportirig::?acil-
ItJes. 

Although McCabe is techni
cally in default ~f his contrac.t, 
he app~rently wIll not lose hIS 
$600 bId bond. The board 
agreed ?ut, took no action to 
return h~~ ~Id pon,d. 

CommIssIOner Donald F . 
B 'd "Th' hresnan sal , IS man as 
b . t' 'd ted H t d ,een mimi. a . e opera e 
m good f~lth . He attempted 
to do the Job, but,he was n?t 
allowe? to. I can t hold t~l1S 
man lIahle for not completmg
his job. He acted like a busi
nes m " 

san.The board's decision to build 
the center elsewhere in the 
park angered blacks who were 
at the meeb~n . 

oy Wi J chairman of 
e ' J izens Ste ring Commit-

o! the me~ting room Thurs~ay 
nIght, saymg they were gomg 
to "organize" the black com
munity. :'!bis com~uniw will 
see hell In the mQrmn~! Mi9' 
Easle~ lhreaten~. 
- Williams, who was carrying 
the large bass drum, refus~d 
to talk to reporters . He did 
' -,,:-:: not beat the drum, at LlIe re
quest of the.nark board . 
*Earlier in the meeting, Davis 
took the floor and attacked the 
park board. 

H 'd t1' th te 
e sal pu mg e cen r 

between the old center and the 
D I A ' " b d oug ass . nn~,x IS very a 
park plannmg. . 

Davis said the board acted 
with "no respect for the black 
c?mmunity." He said the bo~ 
~Imply wants to p~t up abu~ldi 
mg somewhere Without solvmg 
the real problem. -t

"Problems still exist," Davis 

~T? 

,", 
said. "English B:o id/t 'Broth~ .wOll.~;t .. ' 
be able to get m I get in th ~., 'We
kept McCabe out, )e ' out •y~ ihiDk. 
English will get the! g,~t~tIl~:l" , . ' 

Bresnan agreed t " '" "' , i 
a terrible thing to .!Feed that" It. ~ . 
the location of thE ~ '~' d~il~~)e 
but he said he did ; hOd~d ~ b lIlgid 
during" the last fev l~e tt e·ks~to 

. ~ ~~ wee .resolve the issue. H4 .. H ., 'd ..tIl .
. ssue e sal ereis no alternative , . t" .with ' t . t11 

park district default l~:a~tmg ~e.con~ 
tract with English .R. .: Ii ltjJ):Oth ". nd. 
losing a lage amounl ~ount of :SO:ey 

t th t . t D ' - '. '\ 
A a porn.' int.Davis ··iIitto

duced a resolutIon ; ~l t.' ft ..l••;':"; ":'::t 
. ) U Ion """"-'"l5.' I4I'd a. commItment be ent 'be ' nia-d'Et'to. 

bull~ t~; full center [ center. from '~ad 
momes (allocati (allocat-ed ' . ;.bond 
money) and "a~ I "as " aodilf<)nal 
f~nds become avalla e available ~ri-
sIDn ma,~ be c?,m Je ' . comPlete.:t:in 
pha~es ultI.mate~y. ~teIy.~J . · : ".:. 

HIS motIon died f' I ' died for . laCk. ,Of 
second. . 

the deadline 
meeting, but the 

demolition work without assur

~\\E 

I> ft.JL-l
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Park' Board Votes"'To Build NeWDou 

, . • ~ ~ 

By ,STEVEN HERSHBERGER ages: Commissioner Don a I d build it and the p.ublic stands to 
News.Gazette Staff Writer , Bresnan suggested he would lose a substantial amount of 

, favor ' returning McCabe's bid money." , , ' 
The n,ew Frederlc~ Dougla,ss bond, "I h ch·';' B

Recreation Center WIll be bUilt ' , ave no Olee, resn~ " 
ConstruCJtion of the $742,000 said in explain, ing his 'vote. "Inext to the old one . ' 'h rid t h " .

The Champaign Park board gy~~aslU~, sowers a s, a,ge l ave done a~ I could. There IS 
voted 4-1 Thursday night, to faclhty, WIth a small, activIty no other chOl~e (~xcePt to move 

the construction site 'room WIll be delayed f?r several the, constructlOn s~te) to preven 
now be _ QgJween_ ..1h.e more. weeks, Arc~ltect ~. losmg ~, substantIal amount. 0 

lhlapldaied J50uglass Center on ~edrlc. ~ay must first revIse money, 
tIle east ano"the rundoWn 1mnex his, bUlldmg deSign, to accom- shows the lack 0 

on the west. modate the new SIte. espect that this board has for 
, ~ H' ',--_ _ - AlSO- by Ii 4·1 vote Thursday "You are In deep trouble on he community," commissioner bUIlding\!: they felf was an iiQe. te df tl I' gi t th I Ul 109 IS commg om e ' J 

" " , • " "T' S a as y c III ng 0 e bo' .
night, the park board refused to your other contracts, warned Ichard Davis argued , back. qllate _recreation center lor argument t,hat ,they 'have n nd Issue, 
grant McCabe Brothers Inc. an attorney French .Frak~r when 'You'li put up aD y t h..1 n g, ~th ~n.!,I t:esldl!nts. money , for thel$200,O()O wln~, During the discussion 01 
extension in which to begin asked ai;Vlut the dIstrict s status anywhere without resolving the Stratton, who sparked some of being ' demanded. Thus they McCabe's r~quest for, an ex 
demolition of the SO·year'old with th,e English Brothers Co., prOblem. It still exists. I don't the most heated and passionate have not 'deviated from their tension of his demolition con 
Douglass Center, 512 E. Grove which, holds the general co~. know how English Brot~~rsw' r emarks dul'ing the seven- plans to build a facility that th~ , tra~t, Bresnan said, "This rna 
St., C. structlOn contract for the baSI get in the park to build. week stand-aff, rapidly walked Douglass Center steering coml ;' , " ' 

Thus McCabe now has building. vis, the only black pa ;: out after the construction si,te m1ttee - a citizens group rl has nad n~ opportunity to pel, 
defaulted on his contract. At ' "It involves a substantial commissioner, has long OPPO d vote wi'thout saying a word and maintains is inadeg.!!!:t.!I withou for m. The situation in th'

'l~ast two commISSIOners m- a,mount ,?f m?ney,". Fr1iker con- butldi~g the basic unit wit ut then yelled to following re- a, wing for s~or citi:n rec.r~ \ community is d!s~a?eful. Th~ 
dlcated they would ' oppose tm.'led. You II be 10 default of the wmg. ' porters, "I. have no comment," ation and an ali· purpose meeting man has been mtim~dat:d, H 
bringing suit to recover dam- your own contract if you don't The vote to move the con- " The commissioners apparent- I room. was awarded a public bId anI 

~-:-s. ' s'i'\"..C",; 
~'SUA~I 

)~ ~\ to.6 t..\~ ~ ,~ ""~~ 
-

struction site came after about lY remain undeterred bx..-...tb.e , Just before the constructlor. 
one hour of tension - filled but £QUlm,,1!ni!Y_ oQPOsi:t:ion that pI;.e-site vote,Da.vis failed to gait 
quiet discussion ' among com- ~t~~-den:;olitiOll of the 01£1 any, support , for his .res?lut,i,Ol\ 
missioners., ug1assCenl er. calhng, for the park district t( 

, - ' If' , 
l\lembilfs' of the Douglass I The , new center, was to sit a,d? a :;rn~tthe thA ort Sboe n lObI, 

. ' ' CItizens WI e cos rne),
Center steering co m ru itt e e where the old one is now, But the $279000 "pad" ~oney. 
including Roy Williams, Elsie local community opposition, in- ,'" ' ,, ' , , " 
Easley and Kenneth Stratton cluding some picketing, created The pad figure , IS th( 
watched In bitter ang . Th tensions 'that McCabe apparent- ,amount Board President :Vil 
!?teering committee () , Iy prevented him from fulfiling liam Helms says rem a I n I 

,!.OWed to prevent -the demolition his contract with safety. unallocated from the 1972 b..9PJ 
in order to get the kind oI Th I I , issue. The $742,000 forme baSIl 

e comm ss oners arb 'ld' ,. IT th 197' 

http:bx..-...tb
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Inswrim~, the Douglass 
CentercomplUnity ,should oot 
sliO\ild~ theirresponsibility, ol 
the park i i)()Jil.miss!oner.s in 
their racial attitudes or their. 
fiSOaUy lAJl59Wld planning. .. 
\ ..'llHE DOUGLASSOIDNTER
. STEERING: COMMl'I'I'.EE 

pl'....,a""n .... · .. • ..:'" 

Com 
th 

need 

Douglass being shorted 

T~ the Edit~r: ~: correct the serious def-

i, Sir: As soon as the 1972 . . cies The new center 
bond referendum was -passed would allow for participation 
the Champaign Park Board ap- of senior citizens whose very 
parently invested the money Ipresence would assure a new 

_ 

r in hopes of gaining interest I decorum at Douglass. It would 
-to fulfill its many promises 
to the voters in its bond cam
paign literature. 

Inflation increased more rap
_ - idly , than the interest received. 

In fact, nothing could have 
been built when the money was 
approved by the voters. There 
had been no prepl"nning or 
real cost estimates made prior 
to submitting the >issue to the 

- people. 
The problem nQw is the di

reet result of pOor planning 
on the part of the board. In 
order to fulfill its · promises to 
other parts of tIle community, 
Frederick Douglass Center is 
being sh()rted. The decision of 
the four commissioners to short 
Douglass Center is based strict
ly along r"cial attitudes and 
political considerations. There 
Is no consideration of commun
ity priorities or need. 

For at least six months dur
ing 1973 the p"rk manager, 
the architect, staff, paxk com
missioners and the Douglass 
Community met developing 
progTam needs 'in order to give 
the architect direction to de
vel()p ll. plan for building the 
center. A list of 36 Q!'ogram 
needs er c.<:J • :'Ihe aJ:
c itect developed five plans -to

[ Usfy thes.e eeds. 
The old center has proven-

inadequate except as a basic 
free play facility. Many of the 
problems that Douglass Center 
has suffered over the years 
is a direct> result of , this free-
Play philosophy. It offered the 
s~ff few opportunitJies for di

. rected aCtivities and disipline. 
The lack ()f adult facilities or ~participation a stabilizing. as 
influence added to the chaos. 

The new center as lanned 

give staff opportunities to ex
pand programs to -lifetime 
creational habits. When 
only recreation learned is ph 
sical activity, the _child 
he grows past We 
can only turn to barrooms lat 
in life. 

A good, well-roUnded 
tiona! program must 
soundly established values tha 
are redeeming past the point 
of immediate entertainment. 

In late 1973- the five 
of the architect were consider
ed .by the park boord. 
promises were made and 
plan that would have satisfi 
an of the 36 program 
was dropp~ in favor of a pia ' 
that included only 15. _

In September of 1974 the 
board approved the plan fi()W 

in controversy, the base bid 
plus alternate one. For six 
months thereafter Commission
er Helms held up the project 
hassling over placement of a 
stage and other minor details. 
This hassle ended with no fun _ 
damental chang-es in the plan. 

If it had been let for bid 

last year, the cost would h"ve 

been at least one-third less. 

Poor planning a,gain all()wed 

the best bidding season of last 

winter pass. Bids were finally 

let this spring with building 

cost at a maximum. ' 

' At the time of the bid letting !t 

then president, Mr. Bresnan, '" 
stated that the board was $55,- )1 

'000 short of being able to build; . 
the proposed building. Later 
Mrs. Leonard stated that it" 
was more like $100,O!J(J and soon 
there after stated I50,000: Fin
ally, Mr. Helms arrived at a~\ 
186,000. figure. 

tl 

~rren!ly, the figure. m~ 
-. .'1 ,:: r-

Mailbag 


often quoted. is $200,000. Mr. 
Helms cites , a '''p~d'' available 
of over $250,000. 'Without Imy 
assignment of prioriti~, 
em~tically stat-es' that -,'fliii 
"pad" is Dot ,av.ailable f 0"'1" 
Doublass Center. 

• 
I' 



~~ _.tblic 
Creates alley, architect says ~116)) I 

cted 

ents 
take Douglass Center move is costly not 
ably 

By Les Somogyi compound the present problem. Nevertheless, he ' ~aid,it can the contractor, English Broth
: the Of The Courier 
man Moving the site of the new 
f he ' Douglass Center is no simple
)n. " matter, an architect told a 

per- Champaign Park Board com
lOpe mittee Wednesday night. 
son. In fact, he said, it would 

Architect E. Redric Clay told 
the facilities committee of the 

Champaign park board Wed
. nesday that moving the center 
to the west, .as proposed could 
cause many problems and 
could be . expensive. 

dents money 

~st Mart Store are not annexed 
the to the city. The apartments 

.:ipe- are valued at $168,010. ' . 
six The owners have an agree

ment with the city to annex. 
:he . Paley said the city wili at· 
ed- tempt to annex the property 

;pe- during the summer. 
be The State of Illinois will let 

~red bids on the project in Septem
tax ber. Paley said the city'-must 

be ready for bid letting by 
JondsAug. 28 or risk losing the $90,
f and ' 000 in state funds . 

.:! tax- He said, however, that $ ,000 
could be provided fro city 

:00 in funds and that the €t loss 
·~.Malt to the city would/ e $25,000 

bUild- if the deadline is 6t met. 
,n and City offic.ialy mphasized that 
,~orner the ' distric~cheme can only 
'/!!nue, be used far improvements on 
I fOllr streets ..ldesignated for federal 
:ersec: assistance. 
:egsed _ The scheme could be stopped 
, . if 51 per cent of the people 
~n 01 in the' proposed district signed 
1ered a petiton against the idea , . 
e K- City officials said !he sche!lle 

would be quicker and che r 
in terms of legal cost han 
the special assessmen p r 0
gram. They also said hat other 
city tax revenu;.--SuCh as sales 
or utility taxes, could be used 
to retireth¢ onds. 

But P;ney said only taxes 
from t~ district would be used 
to r.efire bonds sold for the 
PI' ect. 

'The project would include a 
44-foot-wide pavement for four 
traffic lanes , street lights, side
walks. curbs, gutters , s t or m 
sewers , driveways and signals 
for the intersection of Florida 
and Philo. The improvement 
includ€s 570 feet on Philo Road 
north of Florida Avenue and 
77 feet south of Florida · A ve
nue. 

Estimates were for construc
tion costs of .$600 ,000 , $114,000 
for acquisition of rights of way, 
$35,000 for design engineering, 

' $90,000 for c')nstn!ction engi
neering and $36,000 fOT legal 
fees. 

be done. , 
Clay said prohlems would 

include a small space, about 
12 feet , between the existing 
center and the new center. The 
small space would create an 
alley and lend itself to super
vision prablems. He said the 
entrance to the building would 
be on the west side opening· 
to the backyard of Douglass 
Annex. 

If built that way, Clay said 
no further expansion of t 'h e 
building can be done unless 
Douglass Annex ' is torn down 
later. 

Clay also said the grotmd 
slopes to the west which could 
create further water seepage 

, problems. Some problems al~ 
ready exist in the Annex, he 
said. 

Excavation would be harder, 
he said, and the subsequent 
demolition of either the Annex 
or the existing center would 
be more costly. 

Clay also recQmmended as 
alternatives moving the build
ing site either north or south. 
But he said costs would be 
prohibitive because am;;i n 
sewer line would have to be 
moved. And, he also recom
mended "flipping over" the 
present plans. But he said new 
plans would have to 'be drawn 
and engineering fees would be 
high. ' 

Whichever plan the par k 
board will pick, Clay sa i d, 
would involve a two - month 
delay. ,He recolDmendedthat 

ers Inc ., be given an extension 
on the starting date of the 
work. 

He also recommended that 
a "letter , of intent to build" 
be given to all contractors in· 
volved. 

\Vhen asked which pl<ln they 
would recommend to the board, 
commissioners Donald Bresnan 
and Morgan Powell said they 
did .not want to make a recom
mendation. 

They . called a special meet
ing of the board at 7 tonight 
to select an alternative . 

Commissioner Richard Davis 
Jr.; who is not a member of 
the faclities committee,' said 
Wednesday that a political solu
tion should be found to the 
problem. He urged the com
mittee, as he urged the board 
previously, that the construc
tion of a structure west of the 
existing center would not solve 
the problem. . 

He urged the board to meet 
ith the citizens committee on 

Douglass Center "before this 
ark is messed up by another 
uilding.'" 
He received no response from 

committee members. 

MISSIONARY TO WEAK , 

Missionary Douglas Carroll 
will speak at the evening-meet: 
ing of the Full Gospel Business 
Men's Fellowship at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday at Westview School, 

703 s. Russ.eU ~1" !;b~~ll~gn. 
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Architect: Don't 'Move Douglass ~ 
By STEVNN HERSHBERGER mittee could not rea~h a recom

, News·Gazette Stalf Writer mendation. 

The Douglass Center architec't The park district has a 
said Wednesday he ('annot $742,000 contract to ,build a l1e\v 
recommend moving the site of Douglass Center, 512 E. Grove 
the proposed new center and St., C. English Brothers .& Co, 

" staunchly defended his I.JL;ilding hold the general contract. 
design against criticism tbat it Th d m a ·'um 'l' th e propose .gy n SI~' 

suppporting facilities costs S4C
is too costly. 
- Architect E, 

, per square foot, Clay said, 
HedrIc Clay , ' 

, h' The recreahon·meellng rnomoutlmed to the Campaign Park , " 
District building and grounds wmg would cost $·18 per square 

, , ,. _ foot, he said. ThIs 3,861 squar
?ommltte~ three o,ptlOns m plllC " . • 
mg the bUIldmg on the new SIt~, foot addition ~ h~l~E contested Donald Bresnan said thus could cause , major su,per· lme, ,WhICh would create ad . .. 
just west of the old center, between the' ort nd com . vision problems, he warned. ditional problems, he said. 
,':.I, as _your architect, camJQt munlty an~ the park board. Cur "The extensi,on , request Is The front entrance on i:he Option ' three would be to'; ' 

recommend m 0 v I, n g_ the rently, tIns wing will not b perfectly logIcal under ,the l est would face the back side of simply flip the building, so the-, ' 
builkllng," Cla:y said. He crlti<!iz· built. cIrcumstances," Bresnan said. lhe ,annex with its trash cans front entrance would he on the-· ', 
ed the park , board fOr mal;!ng The, figures were ~rrived R Community pressure, mostly ' nd the like, Clay said, east instead of the west as in,' 
the decision without first con· by usmg the profes51OnalJ~ ~cJ from ~h,e North End, prevented Thus ,t~e option . woul~ make option one. ~ption three would' 
sultln/r him and getting a delail· cepted method of d~termmm~l demolItion of the ,olII center the buildmg "unSightly.," Clay take a conSIderable amount 01 
e() apprisal of the problems In' square-footage costs, Clay said. where the ' new one was to go. told the committee. And unless time arid cost much more: 
mo\ing the site. Park Board president William Some residents claim the new the annex is torn down, there money, . sjnce most ' of the! 

The full park board will meet Helms has previously said the center would be an , "inade could be no expansion o~ the building plans would have to be',." 
at 7 p,m. Thursday (tonight) to building design was too costly. Iqua t e " recreational facility. new center, he explained. redrawn. Construction could not -' 

,bear Clay outline the three op "Every item in that buiJdin¥ Because the old building could Placing the building 011 the begin for two or three months" 
tions, since the two-man com was reviewed by the staff, th,c not be razed, the park board new site will create add!tional under this option, Clay ,said. '~ 

~. 

:9 

\\ ' !~~(~~ 

committee and the fulI board,:' recently decided to move the flooding and water seepage into 

Clay said. "Mr. Helms himself construction site. ' the annex, Clay said. This could 

reviewed my plans and made a f the ' three opt Ion s be compensated for by placi~ 


recommendation that they 13e ,presented, the least costly would drainage tile between the ;' 

approved, Mr, {felms seconded pe to place the building between buildings, he said, 

a motion in a Jan. 21 meetiri~ ic.. ~he old center and the annex, Option two would place the"-, 

indude a stage, w h i c h Clay said, This would reduce the building lengthwise in that same 

substantially increased the price un-ction , of the building by site. The front entrance would"
b 'ld' " ' , , be ' ,-, 
of the UI mg, lampe~l~g entry and, eXItmg of sout? ,off of Grove Street. 

English, 'Brothers has T'!' the bUlld1l1g, Clay said , The buIldmg, however, ' would" 
quested a' n Indefinite ('vtens'l~n 12,foot " alley woUld ' he overlap the outdoor baskethalL

',. • h' h ld h ' : of t'me to begin construdi(.n created on the east betwee'l , the court. w IC wou ave to be 
I , - , new center and the ohl. Th~ moved or taken out, Clay said. 

until the !lew site plans, can be , , ; " " : 
worked out,park comnnssiQlIer rear entrance \\ ould b~ here llnd I~ would. also straddle a sewer" 

~<- fD 
U?a...., 
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p.,ark ;':iBoard· ·Shiff's"Si·te 

I 	 , 

'By ' STEV~N, HE'RSHBERGERIChampaIgn, will be a tight fit Com m Is s Ion e r Donald End community prevented the 
News-Gazette Staff Writer for the 16,OOO·square-foot g~.'TIl- Bresnan Ploved to build , ,option old center from being demolish· 

, " nasium and Its support facilities. one. Commissioner 1\1 0 r g a ned. 
The ' Cha~paig.n Park Board ' A 12-foot alle will b~ created Powell seconded. The vote was Some community per' s 0 n s ~ 

Thu~sday roght I n ~ t r u c t ~ d the ast bet~een the old and 4-1, with commissioner Richard have argued the proposed center 
architect E.HedrIC , Clay to n " e Thi ' ht ' Davis dissenting. is inadequate and so have 

b 'Id' 1 t ew center. s mig ' c:ause , " 	 ' " redraw hiS U1 mg , pans a ac- . . ' bl Cl 	 'd The architect presented three 'prevented demolition of the cur- ' 
't f th upervisionpro ems ay sal. . 	 '. , ' commoda e t the new Sl e or , e " , options to the boarq. but ex- rent center In an attempt to get " 

Freqerick Douglass , Recreation e main entrance on th!:: ,plained option one would prob- ' a larger recreation facility. 
Center th~t will riow be sq~eez- ~;yill.0.wl)- ~'to'1heOaCKsiQe ably be the cheapest aJternati:re, Instead, the park dis.trict,simply 
ed ?etween the old center an at , tIle_ an,nex _ - a")orm,gr, The costs created by maVIn! moved ,the constr, uctlon ~Itesev-. 
the annex. grq~ery store - ,~wlth.., -1ts the site several feet west ar eral feet , to the west. Thus the , 

Actual con s: t r u C U 0 n b~ garbage can~ and o 1j1...JW', "unnecessary expenditures i new and the old will exist side· 
English Brothers Co. will thU$ ey~o~es, according~ .to 0a ,my view," the arc:hitect said , I by-side. No exp~nsion is, .possi- • 
be delay'ed until late August Of BU\,ldingO~ ,the new s;te nugh Bresnan termed moving "'tf,1e b!e tID, leSS there IS demolition of 
earl)~ S,e pte m b e r , CIa cause additional floodmg pro ,building site a "p 0 II tic a I eIther the annex or old center, 
estimated. ' , lem , particularly for the annedecl8Ion." Powell lamented Clay said. 

The new site, whlchJs j.U!;t Clatsaid. , , I ew site as a poorer one, but Arc:hitect Clay said ,' moving 
west of the old one ' near Fifth The site decidedoll was the said the park commissioners the buiding site would ,cost 
aM Grove , s treets In ' noi'tliea~ first of three options ayailable. had little choice since the Nortb money - how much' he ' could , 

\ ' 	 ' , hot, yet say ," ' " ' , 
,' , ' ' ~ ...;.~ "{ "The 'new ,OOu'ter , Wtll be : 

totall~ out, of P~:' said Davis, 
the long, 'dI88enting voice, In thi~ 19 ..s~ 

\ 	

matter- before the park "b!l8-r:d; , 
"I lmte to ' see UA sPend ' more .... 
money .' on ,our , clirreritplan.. 

l\ Tha.t money co~d go to a: senior ,. 
' cltizen8' wing. I don't know 

where we will get the addltionai ~ 

<; 

• " ,: ?". . 
money. , 

'I" ' ,'T,hiS is very ba4 park 'plan- 
i, rung," Davis , said. "It'll , stick' 
i 'olit like a sore thumb.'" " 

The board gr~ted ' English " 
- 'Brothers anel other contra~tors 

an indefinite , extension on the 
" construction starting date. But 
, construction must be Completed' 
lone year after s~rting. 
- The bolll'd also is st,ullng lef· · 
) ten to ' eaC)1l eontt'aclo'J!,nvolved , 

' !lip~lning tbepark district ' •. 
"Intent to bU1Jd." This actloQ·, °meets 'certa.ln '1 e 'g'& 1. ~ 

t : qulreinent8. " 
if ' Th'e park, dlstcict will 
enegOtiate-with EngliSh Brothers 

to keep the C(lrlstructi~ ' cost of 
r \ ,the bUiiding ' , fti~"newslte :the ', ~ ,
g' same ' as' ~~"'-~~ would ' have ~,
Ie been at the ·o~e;.;;: " ' 

Total cost , cif,''il'ie •new oenter .
~r Inow ,"stan.ds, ,at $742,~, with the: 
n. ~e~era1 oontraet work by ,Eng~~, 
r', 1Ish' Brothef$. e.mounfing ' to . 

~;:;Mn, 

http:certa.ln


{c frOm. ·J.bit steering 'committee 
BUWl'ting cO~tionof the' 
neWi-·basis . • the 
basic unit. next 

the (Douglass to the.old D' ~lass•. ~JI.~et"·W1ltb 
r,C:elnl~r)!:~t~t'ing did ,future elij)lmsjl)n' ~~....~. 

I 

,Parks won't. ask ' 

. .. . 

city fOf 
'. 

.mOfk 
. 

, nloney:Helms 7 /11 
.. AstateIftent. by ''anunpaign city for~ds,l' Helms . ~aid. 

'District . board clIairnwm .. "It is clear to me that tIiere 
I " .''t'-".,•• ~ Helms , l'el~ed toda;y. is no :more money .availabl 

, disttict Will not -at the present time. It ~ 'also 
adcllibitllQal funds from ·the clear that without an immedi~ 

I~~~~~.~:~~:f~ss Cei'lter ate. statement. ofCO'opeRtion 

1-
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Pledge 

Champaign Park Board Presi

!J dent William Helms has called 
upon, the Douglass Center steer
Ing committee to pledge its sup
port for ' building the planned 
recreation center on 'its original 
site, 

Helms asked the committee to 
make a statement of cooperation 
by Thursday night's park board 
meeting, 

"Without an immediate state
ment of cooperation,'" Helms 

, ~ ,

Dougla'
warned in a statement Monday, pansion of the new recreation 
"the basic unit will be built next ' building," Helms said. "As 
to the old Douglass Center with usual, they wanted more. 
future expansion limited," "The n'ew request was for 

more space, particularly quiet 
The park board meets at 7 space. , There is considerable 

p,m. ' Thursday , at ,Meeting space in the basic unit above the , 
Center, ·706 Holiday Park Drive,
C. 	 ' , locker. rooms and separated 

from the gym area which could 
"A week ago the steering be used as quiet space for 

committee did not accept our numerous activitie's. 
$100,000 for senior c.1tizens and "I met with C ham p a i g ri 
our pledge to try to :seek ad ' Mayor William Bland twice,'" 
ditional funds for future ex- Helms said. "We had a couple 

f!~C-1 ~ 

of phone conversation 's; 

resulting in the ' mayor saYing'l 
'It is fair to say that the coundl 
will not sustain any motion that 
would provide any additional 
funds to the Douglass Center 
project.' 

"Therefore, I wiII nOt support 
another official request to the 
city asking for funds ," Helms 
said. , "It is clear to 'me that 
there is nO more mone~ 

'available at the present time." 
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,'WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 1,975 TH 'E 'C'HA'MPAIGN,.,u'R'8 

P 'k'- B- '.-- 'd' Ol.f- ".". -1'1 " I. or );, Q9f ..>..f ' Id~r;·!.< ep. l~s 
EDITOR: 

,I would ,appreciate w~ry " 
much if you would attend to .pro
viding a more complete version 
of YOl\l" storY' (pag!l 3, ~uly 16th) 
headUlled : • 
Picketing Is 

~'~egple/s 'Forum 
~', : 

\~ 

S'1lV>~ ~~ ,) 
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K/ . 
Tempers get raw over Douglass'Center issue (c/'~L _ ,., 

Dispirited.park board to try again on . 

. . ' . . I..··. f 

By LeS Som~ , :·Jr. pleaded ,wilh the other fuur Helnis' f.rom Kenneth Strat~n park board about tw2~~eeks metcertaii 
. Of '!be Coorier commissioners to submit to a 'of the Douglass'Center Steering ago. The con! 

'.diampaign"park,commissiorr- final s~ion ,at which b,e was Committee. "As explicitly stated we will aHocation 
ers.li'3ve:relu~t1y~ to '''confident'' the issue' can be ' Its8.l..d: "As stated',moor also a~~e to the r~g ?f :~enior ~ 
,8 fmal , negotiatio~, sesSIOIl p. ,Jl~lved. ', ,' proposal, the Douglass Center the exisbng .stnrctqret; &¢d .Park, 'the 
6:45 p.m. b;lday ' on ~e- fate : ..-p.ark. board Presl~ent W~- steering Oonmiittee will agree· theletter. ' . .~ va'cate 6til 

.Of ~ass Cen~er. , , :1iam J.J:lel~~r. scud. he ,did ,to' the buillling ora new fa~ Helms .sa.\d the ~~'W~ 
AlDld a sbOU~~8tchJ MOIl . not believ~" the- lSSUe. could be . ~n the prtl\!ent site·oftbe exist- ''ConditiQnal'''anc:t ther.efooe.un

day .~, comtnlSSloners Could resolved. We should stop' all .mg strudnre at Douglass CeIi- acceptable 
not resolve the issue of recon-nonsense now: We sh?uld have ' ter provided all conditions of ' ; . " .. ' . The 
s~ the .Frederick poug- no more meetings," said, the propooal are met.", . !Ie saId the blackcomrnunity ,
lass· eomm.unity Center m .the Helms. , . ',' '. ',. . still would only agree to deo;o- " ~ .for 90 
c!Wy's IlOl"fh side. ". .The ~mmissioners met in ' ,Strattlm referred to (pyr- lition aDd the reconstJruCtion · plo~ent 

,Commissiper Richard Davis, r~ponse to a ·recent letter to' poirit, proposal submitted to the project, provided the board.' proJect 
.. - '. '- " .' 

• 


...... , 

---.

http:ther.efooe.un


k'board to try agaih 
' 

lass Center issue ~ 

I. 	 -" 

, Other four .' Helms' f.rom· Kennellh Stratton 
~pUt to aof the Douglass Center Steeririg 
~ he W!aS ~ttec. ' . ' 
"c~ :be It sard: "As stated in our 

P";'~l . ~... ·n,.,.. ...l~_· Cent 
:.a......t .W"' . 'V~, LUe ~ , er 
~~, . ~- Steering Cotnnijttee will agree 
said be did .~to the buil<,1ing of a new fucility 
e ~d 1?e on the pra;ent site of the exist

iliI stop ' all ing stmIQture -at Dougla~ Cen
. "d ha~e ter proVided all ()Ofldi1:i~ (){ . acceptable. . ~ld the proposal are-met." .' , He said'the black commwiity 

k still would only' agree to denw
.' met , in . ~tratt.on ~erred to :a four- Iition and the reconstruCtion 

)eUer to po~.proposal submitted to the project, provided the. bo3rd , project to reflect the ''racial 
, " 

quest. ' , , 
' lkmnan said the board',can 

only en£oree its own afiinna
tive action ol'd.ioonce. He said 
it is up to the conffactor what 
percentage of minorities . ' he 

• hires, as long as fue affirtrta
tive action ordinance is com
plied y.rith. ' 

v 

t 
: , the n~pers." 
. The conimittee, incidentally, 

~'. had a$ed that editors· of one 
: 'OIl" both local newspapeI'S mlltl

iate the meeting, ' ' 
, Com¢issioner ' Morgan ~w
ell was , still seeking a guar
alitee of no harm to construc
tion ' workers on the site. Davis 
said he COUld not make sucb . 
guarnntees. /' 

'Meariwhile, the entire plVj
ect, may be heading for the 
"drain" as Bresnan pUt it ,Mon

. day night. ' , 
, The park district is seeking 

a cOntractOr for electrical work 
in the Douglass building. AS 
of-Monday, no finns had taken 
outbid specifications. 

, Robert Toalson, general1nan
ager, said the firm which or
iginally had the contract with
d.r:ew about a month I ago 00
cause of delays. ' 

The bids are supposal to be 
opened AUg. 26. If tJhere are 
no bidcter~ , Bresnan said the 
proje<;!§ I'd~u · . 

/ 

park board ahQuttwo weeks 
agl>. . 

"As .expl.i¢tly stated 'Ye will 
also -a.gree i:9 the razmg of 
the 'eV';~"'" st.ruclure!l said 

.""""""6 ,~. ., 
the lett~. ... ' 

HeIms . said the :respo~ 'y.as 
«conditlional".and therefure Un

met certain conditions. character of !he community." 
The coriditions included tb . :According to Donald ! ..Bres

.allocalIion of $100,000 to. thlj' nan, another. ~oner, 
.. ~enioicitizens at Dougla~ tpree of f!1e four .pom.ts ·have 
P"'rk the' del"' 'lO'n of n,'ans been met and the last one can 
", . "" , yl ~ not be met ' .: 

vacate 6th street in ord6r . . 
s.ave more mon~ ~d the a,ddi . 
tion of . m~ ~1V.lty , space td
th b building

e' 3SlC , ' 

The cmnmittee also has ask 
ed for 90 per cent black em
ployment on the 'cOnstruction 

.' 	space to the basic building , "as 
foods become available." 

But Bresnansaidtbe board 
had no power,-to grant the 90 
per cent black employlnent re-

At Monday nightis meeting, 
both sides,' DaVis and tlhe f9ur 
other commissioners accused 
each other 'of "playing games." 

Davis sjlid: "If people would 
quit playing games this issue 
would have been settled a long 
time ago. What you're doing 
is foreiQ,g a .confrontation 'in 
a hot community." 

"It's ,a shame," DaVis ron
tinned, "that mtelligent people 
had to communicate through 

Bresnan' said the boaro' had 
voted both to allocate the 
$100,000 for senl'or O1''''--S and

•......,.,
to instruct the architect to ,in
vestigate , the deletion of plans 
to vacate. 6th · street where it , 
runs through the park. ,And, . 
the ·hol!riI !.voted ·to add lI).ore : 

, 

, 
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nearby cities.,,\~:-l't. '. , private pond south Of.St; JOSePh. ~:30 . a.m. Frida'y. 
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Dollglass Y('Uroop 
~ 

eeting, 
By DANIELA. TIOHENOR wanted to be assured that the th~t will. be used. on the new unable to attend the meeting Robert F. TOalSon, district 
News·Gawtte Staff Writer steering committee would "not center and has agreed to add ' because of a standing engage- general manager. "But it .. 

Not sat i s fie d with the interfere or encourage others' to more money to Dougl3.8s Center ment on Tuesday nights. unusual. for contractors not to 
Champaign Par k District's interfere with the Douglass as it becomes aVailable. i "I think h uld d have at least Picked up 
respons.e to its list of propos.als, Center contractors in the He E1aid the board has rio db ild th w~~ pr~~ speciflcations for the project. 
the Douglass Center Steering performance of the i r con- power to control the composition ~ th u e "Js: S?J Co a dEl e c t ric Co •• 

.,0mmittee has asked J.9.-n;eet tracts." . . . of the labor force on the project. ~'1 do~,t~~~e~~ nee~ f~rs~~ ChampB;ign, has already submi~ 
Wlth the board ~lay mght In answer to Helms' letter, Helms said the contracts for more meetin s" ted a bid that was accepted ~ 
(toniW1tE tw" Stratt~n wrote: . the work have ah'eady' been g. ' " '1 the board. However, because of 

, The request was made in a "As stated in our proposal, signed and, that the contractor£ Davis seJ.d the letter from til the project's delay and"' lh, 
,iletter .from Ken Stratton of the the Douglass Center Steering have agreed to abide by 'the ooard was & stalling tMtIc. H board's decision to let' McCabe 

5teering committee. ;I'he con- Committee will agree to. the board's affirmative act Ion said the board Ifhould meet wi Brother!!, Champaign, out of. itS 
tents of the letter were~maae Duilding of a new facility on the clause. the steering 'committee, go demolition..- contract, Coad feels 
p~lic_at lLMon~njght ~park present site of, the existing In its letter; the steering com· through the proposal aud "get it it has the right torestibmit or 
ooard study session. structure at Douglass Center roittee asked that the board over ",ith." withdraw its bid. 
In the ~Iclt~r;-Stratton reaf· provided all conditions of the meet M;lth tll1~ committee "In, "I thlnk: you're (the board "This isa technicBl legal POInt 

" firmed the committee's support proposal are met. As explicitly order to facilitate a. mutual ItCo pushing for a confrontation wi that has to be worked out,~~ 
fur building the new Frederick stated, we wiU 'also agree ,to the ceptance of the proposaI." the community on the no Toalson said. . '; 
Douglass Recreation Center on I razing of the ex i s tin g I At least three ~~ ~ r d end," Davis said. ' Helms said if no one bids oil 
the site ~ the old center and structure." mem rs-Bresnan, §ii(~ r ~ In addition to the wrangllngs the electrical contract, the delai 
asked for the face - to - face According to commissioner vis and Morgan C. Powell - o~ thecommiti.ee and the board, in readvertising or contracting 
me e tin g to work out an Donald F. Bresnan, the board agreed to meet \vith the com- a technical setback' a 115 0 with a companJ4 may caus., 
u~ding on d~talls tit th has met all of the committee's mittee. . ' threatens to delay the Douglass complications . with Eng 1 i s 'b. 
s teering committee's four· in proposals except one: that 90 Helme said he didn't see what Center project. Brothers Construction C 0'1 

P~~. 1· , per ce~t of the work force on anothE;r meeting couId ac- No ; electrical. eontra.c~r has Champaign, whic? has th~ 
he p-ark bOard last week the project be black. I complish M the .board has met yet pIcked up bid £:pecifications general construction contracf 

delayed action, on the new. Bresnan said the board has I all the requirements of the pro- ,that have been available since for the project. . .. 
'IDOUglaSS Center while it sought already' passed resolutioll8 to set posal it can. He said he was Aug.ll. Bids on the electrical "If we get delayed with ~ 
! clarification of a. sentence in the aside $100,000 for the senior undecided about coming to the work are to be opened at 2 p.m. I electrical contract, Eng I i I!l,l) 

committee's proposal. citizens in theD.ougl~1!I Park meeting. Aug. 26. , ,Brothers may demand to rebit! 
Board President R! c h a r d area alld not to close Sixth Board ~ce ~ident P~frlcia "It'. not ~U!luaJ to recelve lbecauSeOf the delay," . He~ 

.Helms had written that he~ Street, thereby -vIiii Dmliif l..eonhard I18id • would be bldI ... the ~ miJmte,,, .-lei i\8icS. ' ,\. , ~ 
., 
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exIstihg center will be razed to resolve 

\S' 

s claime<!. 

" 'P.',.::. . (~" r; , ") . : "1'\~-' ' ,~;~ ; i l;;::'d' .~ ' ~ '~ I<. B ~ 
I " ; . 1 " t . ' • . ·... ;.8 :11 " ' v ,g:a ..r .;, 

the situation: ' but white s taf,fmember/i at the par;.s \cids in the neighborhood could the elderly want a sep?tQt.!!~l!fea 
. News~Qaze~te Siaff Writer prior to coris~cti!ln. · - . ,:: . Bresn.an ~yeduntil thl'l ~d of this suinmer te~ltlJi~ , crafts. · ha~e prl?e in the building and s.,,,lay from ·the. noise of the 

.' .'. . .... ' k . · · He saJd the :electrical bid Is the meeting. .. .. . Toalson also said he had plan- pomt to It and say, "That:s the ¥g1Ulgsters. .. '.. 
,:;.Tbe ,Champatgn Pfll' ~ard for the' site it.ell;t ,i:(;r thl!- existing' 'Ac' c~rding . to ' B~eshart. 'llie ned tu'go to tl1Ei"labor unions and hlJiI@]!i , 1ll,)' ~~~.h·e.l p.e d I T he senior citizen's program
' aild the Douglass. Center Steer-· . . . . . ' . ' " b 'Id" ----. , h k t d,"" ... · ..tt e . t . ~ tiuildi('ig. AS yet, no' one- has boa'td's '~ltorriey bas said the the contrat tors to . encourage ...!ll- ',_ . , . , at t e par . mee s two ays pe 
~g'fOOlml ' ee 1;' ,malO a, an .lthm n~cl'ed 'up the specifications 'foi Joontracts have bee" signed' ~nd ,them to hir~ as many minority Another POint of disagreement w!lek for a half,day. . 
nass.e capable of stall mg · e J'. ~ . • • ~ . . . "" . ' . . be t ' ' tt d ' Und . . . b R' h .1. ~_ . . . Ule electrical work. there . is no legal' . action the workers as they could. tween s eenng comffil ee an er questlOnmg y IC ar,,! 
51«trt of work on the Douglass . '. , . . . I " bo d' th . f · d- D' k ·· ·· d .~ "•• , .. However. , the .stcermg ,com- bo8J;,d can take ' He a d d e d that Sprmkle I ar · IS on e . use 0 an a aVlS, par commiSSIOner an 
~~~ation cen~er. , _ mittee is a~king that 90 p'er cent H ' ald' th boo d 'had" I· d Phimbing a~d Heating Co. ' ditional $100,000 for a 'senior steering committee memoer,
I.:'s the parties' 'compromiS" . . ' ., . . Q J; e ar a rea y , ·ti.... ' . f 'l't t th . t T _ 1. 'd th . 't'

.!~:{":11L . . . . . ofth~ labor tprce''for the project in I tiid tl t ' .t ' ·to" . '.. Champaign which ~as the CI z"ns aCI I y a e cen er. o<USQn' Eal e semor Cl ~e.r 
~·:QP .:~Fedss~es '~gan to form, a ..b.e b1ack. ' • _ . " ' .' .' fA,S ~h .. 1j'S ,a~et: 'Plumbing ' '-':l1e board is . split over buPding.is seldom }ll?ti.d atni$'~t"\"c~b rac.boa,W' ~onh'act for' the' job. 
~~ deadlock emerged from "- . . :. . " , ere. ,"1" . e, ...." r., h ." ttl- d" '1:5 h' whether to build an addition 01' Toalson also admitted that 

...~~ ~~esi4~ht~.Willi!pIl· .Helms" But U ~.- .(lo~ttee g:oes 0,)11 fll'mati~e action' ~lan., . ,; ," . as. ~. eate l~ wan to Ire a lise the, ,money to r~model the children would be in school ill 
. ~iste~ce, amf tile' c5n:mittee'~ ,reoord DOtvt~ lnterfer~ with CO?- Steer~n? com~lttee .m.~m;ber ~~a:~~~~b.Pllll'\lbeF for existing annex. the' winter during the d~ .and 

.. r-~t~al , on ' a 'pledge that. steeri \mwfors, that sta~ent lnjl;y ·tie Roy Wilhams said the, r equest . '.. g .-. J . " Stratton said the ,"money most summer programs are 
.~ ~~}:9m~tteepa~tisaif!i lwoul~, Its ,hands in workmg for .m,lnorl· for 90 per c~nt bl~ck l!l~riqrce rr~~ ~d lie basn'~, gone to should be . spent ,rnoroer that cond\lCted outsld~. : .' 
' ;ru:>t ~terfer~ or ~hc6\lrage otbel'$ .ty. membership on the work agrees With tr~cU1ion ' a t tbe .:1iii!0~ ~'lI contractors as yet taxpayers ' can get ~e m,ost for Thii.corfimitt~e.and . board are 
.:to mtenere \~'ll ~ ~o?tractors' f().~e. . ' ' . '. ' . 1?<>!Jg1asl! Center. . .' .;. (. bec:"!,st~Q( ,. the ~~Iay with the tPeir tax d9par." ' . cioser'()n two other pplnts in tJ:1e 
.~~r)qt .ttJe bUJldmg'-$lt.~. ,--- .. Steenng com~lttee negotia~r "',r~~ sta~ at ,the park h~;as p-roJ~~. ,'. '.' . '. " . . He wants ali addition bUilt bn committee's proposaL 1 
'fled with l'~fnsaUn the writ- Kei1.. ~tratton,: sald he could not lon~ 'as I c~ re~~mber, ~wa,Y;s I,vr~a,lns . $al~}h,e..afflrmatlve the new b~ilding s~ that when :Thll bOard has .already passe~ 
n .pledge he deml\llde~. H~lrns speak .for II:"YQne ~lse, b ut.ne, been black" WIlliams srud.,llIe ~ti?'~ ': plan, /. lS .Just •. ~aper the sp,ace 15 not bemg used by a resolution 88king the areblt~ 

J~ft;themeet!ng .TueSilay iilgnt. . w~' 110t gomg . tt<? ·do ~ythiIlg sai~ tl,le' boatd_ ,:"ou{d he ,. Wi~(J~t '~~cifIc n \J mer 1 c a,1 seniqr citizens it may be used to r~esrgn. ~he ,new .faclli~ 
',' y'Witlloot" that 'assllrf;lnce, th~ .~a{ would -se~d l.ilm tg Jall. ~nst4.~.:t:M'J),: @f19.n .:.gt,~~ ~~d;1in~s. ~.~. . for. oth~ Mti.Vipe~. . ' . witJio~t l'emol'iDJ a "portion ~f 
~i1l,llng will be ,built next to .the . At .that POl,nt II~lms, left. the, all-black ,:"b~k force ~n~ ~¥.-ff-~1 . .'1 v,e talked to a n\lmber Qf SlnIJ;I.on ! said , tb!! staff co~ld 5Mh Street. ·. . 
xmtmg l)oug-)ass Cknte~, Helms Itn~eting, saymg, Wt! re "rIght the pprk if It .c;l~s,_tl2t;. '.!l!~e!~ Ii;> black . c:a!lsmen wh? say they be cross-trained 1:p help .. With The · board also resolved to 

i;;aip.: He said construction will back to where we started. . the !1Q P'9~ «i!.nheq~&t:.... : ' are wIllmg to superVlse the pro- senior citizens and young peo- add facilities to the new cente 
,~g~n':a~sopU"as tQe 'architect is ~ J)()nBresnan.. pa.rk (\Ommis, ,.Robert ToalfilQll, dis t t lcJ jecf a~!l Wt~at~ iL trainiryg pro- pie. '. .... . as money becomes .'a..vailaQle 

' ~~Ii~ Withb~~ Plal}s aniLas 'sl(l~'e~ 8nd'fo~er~rd p resl. ge.n~ral ma~~r, agreed.:'ylth _gram.":V~~i~$ ,sai~. ~· . ' H~wever., .) 'dr;! )~el!!IJ · . Hlt~l Howeve~" t!1e 'Committee .w~ 
" s oon as an electrical bId Is l et. ' dent, ,withdrew his. promise of Will.ian1", but said th,ere had B e ..SaId - If the building was preSident of the senIOr cltizeps' the board to leave the annex lP 

U the assuranceiSmade~ the !oUJ' :~ntha " to mee* ~eie been. one; or two' p~rr'. · ~e, built by' a 'QIa'ck labor force the groUP at :DougTass Center, sSld ~ct. ' . . . 

.' , I ' 
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.up $4,500 if 
' . ." I • 

.new . site ....used. 
The cost of constructing a presented totbebuilrurig 'and 

.new DoUglass Center west, ofgrourids .committee TueSday. 
tlw existing hUildlllg would in- . English Bros., ·the general. 
crease 'by an ~imatoo $4,500 contractor; ,said .itS· $560,000 

price ' e! building 'con~truction bid would ·notbe 
1, sit\!~ a park changed, no matt~ whiCh' ·o( 

COlll111littEle was t old the 'two sites ·was used. "Sprin~; 
'.'.l'llIe5Clay. kle j>Jumbing 'and Heatlng 

,~aid tIleir (!()$ wopld increase 
$486 with 'a Change in sites. 
. ·An liadihoruil $4,000.wouldl5e 
paid to Clay ~ the, r esult Of. ' 
lhe proposed switch to 1henow~ 
vacant site. . 

'Ibe next move .by··1he citiz
ens', committee, -which ,from 
time to tiine bas opposed demo
lition and which nas demanded 
90 ' cent the workers 
j;)e " 
to a~~:~~r::ig:~~
the c~llum.ttee~sJ~~li!:!i'SliiI).
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Senior citizens addition could be smaller b - ('" - I "!f'" .\'~'~" - . 'i',",0 

Douglass Center group pares buIldIng requests 
By Les Somogyi said. group asked that the addition district's affj~mative action orary senior citizens center un- structure, Protests by the 

Shifting from a previous re- be build at the same time as regulations. ' <l til the new addition is com-. Douglass area residents haveOf The Courier 
quest for 5,000 squ'are feet of or as .soon as .poss.ible after IPark board pl'esi?ent Willi~m pleted. prevented the demolition' of the

A Douglass Center are a space in a Ilew senior citizens the baSIC center IS bUilt. J: I{elms. Jr. declmed to give "I haven't· talked to the s'en· existing structure. 
5rouP Tuesday night reduced 

additi~n, the new DougJass The committee proposed $36,- hiS re~ctlOn to tlJe' proposal ior citizens," said committee ut Davis expressed hope
its requests for a senior citi committee plan requested only 000 more be trimmed fro m an~ said. he wo~ld. ,prefer to spokesman Kenneth Stratton.' that, with the new Douglass 
~ens addition and other center an addition that could be built project costs by eliminating walt until commlssroner Mor He added tl~at the steering group proposal, "we can stop
improvements, offering a new at a cost of $100,000. plans to remove a section of ga~Powell re~u.rns to Oham- committee contends that a sep· in the letting of the bids on
;>lan for resolution of the Doug arate center would increase moving the center." The park board has pledged North 6th Street pavement for ,palgn before glvmg a.n answerlass controversy. ,constructi.on .and operating ex- ' that sum to the Douglass ad- an open park area. . to the Douglassc?mmlttee. 

The Douglass Center Steering 
d't' f' f d · Bresnan questIOned why the penditures. .No. cut in '72 ' 

Committee presented the plan . I IOn 10m excess un s prev-, The plan also asked at least Douglass committee wants the "This is ~ positive a propos- bond issue allotment 
to the Champaign Park Board. lOusl.y allocated for. the Cen- 90 per cent of bhe Douglaso senior citizens facility attached al as we could make," Stratt.on The Champaign park board 
Park commissioners Rich· tenmal Pa~k recreatIOn ~enter. project work force be black , .to the base building. ' said. "I'm not going to say has not cut the sum designat
ard Davis and Donald Bresnan ,Park offiCials have estimated to reflect the .raclal ~lakeup Douglass (lrea senior citizens this is a take-it-or-Ieave-it pro- ed in the 1972 bond issue for 
said the proposal is the first a. $100,000 additIOn would prO-lif .the c,ommumty. ..P..E.~I~ ."\et.gr_ said ',la, st ,week they wanted posal, but I would certainly Douglass Center, as incorrect-
sign of breaking an impasse vide about 2,000 square feet. said the 90 pert~!!.LJ.!.@r~ their present home, the Doug expect a speedy answer ." . Iy stated in Monday's Courier. 
between the group and The proposal also .incl~ded adu!!Iy -mea~a~. _m~~ lass Ce~ter An~ex, remodeled Plans ' to move the center, The board has allocated $400,
the board on t\1e Douglass proj the Douglass group's prevIOus p~s~~~ .. . , mstead ' of ~a~mg a room III have not been called off. Archi· 000 for that project and increas
ect. request for a new D'luglass Tile park dlstnct reqUires all the new bmldmg. The steer· tf'ct E. Hedric Clay is revising ed the sum since that time. 

"I don't see it too far away Center that would include a, contr?r ' . '11 Champilign P' rk ing' C1mmitt~e sn," S ed the pl~ ns! " ' VI' f \,? cenl E'l' about The Courier regrets the er1 

my, position,'" Bresnan gymnasium and ~ s~age. The projec~s to ~0!llply with the annex should serve ~s a ~emp'· 200 J'ards wes~ of !!!e e~t!ng ror! _,,'frolll 

mailto:pert~!!.LJ.!.@r
http:Stratt.on
http:constructi.on
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Douglass Center Impasse Ends, 

By STEVEN HERSHBERGER are 'almost certain to stir more ~he DOllglaSs· Center building group, said members remain have to be studied. 

News·Gazette Staff Writer debate before the entire issue is hould ', reflect ' the racia l adamant in seeking a place for ,Regarding a 90 per cent block 
, If legal technicalities can be resolved . character of the neighborhood emselves. She said she had construction work for c e. 
resolved, the new Frederick Com m iss ion e r . Donald urrounrung the proposed facili .' been out of , town and , had not Bresnan asked, "Is it pos~ible to 
Douglass Recreation Center will Bresnan said "yes" when asked' ti" " th.e proposal said. • seen a c()py. of the proposal get 90 per. cent?" , . 
be built on the site of the old if he could agree with the steer- Another of the stipulations altho~gh she Is .a member of the ' '',Ye~,:: r:..~ ~P.9.E-d ,e.Q. ~ 
one. ' , . ing committee's proposal in con- calls for building ail ~d~ition to steermg ~omml.ttee:, ' ,~111.!,.an:~?h~E..~,a~o~_th~~!eer. 

The. Douglass Center st~ermg cept. , He emphasized, however, the .structme for qUIet spa,;,;, !'Irs. Hlte s~ld, They (com- Ing cOll]m.lft~e. ~ _Ii!.I~ct,. ,1 l~ bel 
commIttee Tues~ay n I ~.h t that he still had many questions pa~tIcularlY for .the elder~ , as . .• .a~ , !:ade Unlo..n~ \Ittee) are USIng us to get what ,of s.er~ce t?, ~oc 
formally dropped Its oPPosItIOn on the details. ' quIckly as posslbleana WIthout ley want. The park board gave to fma the worn:ers. We hope ta 
to tearing down the older delay." (Douglass Center senior 'gef as rpaJlY in the neighoorh('j()(f 

rt dilapidated , s t r u c t u rein Board President W III I a m However, the proposed wing itizens) the $100,000, Now the' in:;olved as possible. - " 
' I 	northeast Champaign. Th e Helms rese~e,d comment until on the gymnasium facility runs ommittee wants it to add to ; "DOUglas S" Center stands asa 

citizens' group urged the he consulted prlvate~y with the contrary to the , wishes of th eir building. We want to be to symbol of what blacks can ' do 
Champaign Park Board ' to twu other commIssIOners who Douglass Center senior citizeps, 'Jrselves and not be bothered when they come together,'." 
"build on the present site of the were absent - Pat ric I a wllQ....:.want their own sep.arate Y kids running through. We Williams ,explained. 

',;/)ouglass Center," which is what Leonhard and Morgan Po.well. facility by renovating I t h Ii ant a plac,e like""<::'.Center." Unresolved legal technicalities , 

the park commissioners have 'All thought about mOVIng the Douglass Annex, for '31e r I y "Th.e steering ~lneeI>ro- inClude: 

wanted to do all along. ' bu~lding is ?\"~r and c~ncelled," Gagliano's Grocery Sto're.. posed that the addition be fuAd- Letting bids for a third time to; 


The steeling committee pro- sald CommISSIOner RIc h a r d ' ''How do I reconcile these dlf- ed with the $100,000 already set raze the older center reo 
pvsal signals a m a j 0 r avis, w~o is also ~ member of ferences, Ken?" Bresnall asked a~ide for elderly in Cham?aign1s negotiating pr~ces for s~e or 
.breakthrough In the four·mc91th· e steenng commIttee. Kenneth Stratton of the steerIng North End plus . $36,000 '1iy not the constructIOn work , since 
long cont.roversy over the ade- 0 n..e of the stipulations of the committee. removing North Sb(th Street as there has been so much delay , 
quacy of the p I ann e d steering committee's proposal "I .can't reconcile it for you," proposed in the base bid" held and , determining w 'h e the r , 
gymnasium and its support calls for 90 per cent of the con.' Stratton It olied. ' by English Brothers Construc- deleting the removal ' of Nortli, 
facilities. ~ , struction workers building the. In ' a teiephone, interview tion Co. Sixth Street from the general 
?espi~e t h. e. breafthrough, nr.w center to be black. _ following ~he meeting, ~ . Bresnan ~aid th.e $36,000 ld~a contract is ae-reeable to ~ng1ish 

stIpulatIons wl,t~:n the, proposal ~ )'The work force to be used' on ~ preSIdent of the e~derly IS a "new, IngredIent" and WIll Brothers and at what sa,vmgs. ' 
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