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Plans for Douglass Parj i~ double the space of the exist- multipurp
clude recreation center addi-

, 9se asphalt area to
Ing center, The sleg hill and e north were recently add.
tYion (lower left) th> would k.

ed with the help of federal
matching funds,
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gamecock fights “around Man-
ticello and thal neck of the
woods,” but had not attended
any in the aren.

“They have a lot of them
(fights) in Arkansas, Okla-
homa, Texas — that arep.”
Coble said. “I's a popular
sport in Mexico, but it's not il-
legal there '

Newsletiers and magazines
featuring gamecock fighting
are sold in several Champaign-
Urbana sparting goods stores.
he said.

A Champaign man who has
been inviled Lo cock fights, but

Draper and olher board wmem-
bers will form a permanent
commiltee to earry an continu-
ing inspection and supervision
of the shelter.

One of the recommendations
of the AHA report was for
closer supervision of the shel-
ter. Steps also will be taken to
“revitalize” the board through
the appointment of new mem-
bers, Capel said.

The board has been inactive

for some time, and Druper said
Wednesday he could not rgeall
when the boaed fast met.

declined to go, said they are
“super-exclusive’ affairs.

“They call the same day the
fights are hekl, ‘and usually
hold them at a differeot place,
usually a barn vy oul 1a the
country. .

“Phev're big cliques he
said. “Everyone kﬁnws every-
one else and no a angers are
invited."

He said (hat he has talked
to people who attended them,
describing them- as “prefty
bloady aifairs.”

“When the fights are over,
there's a pile of dead birds
lelt. They burn them in a par-
vel the next day: su there's
no trace of them.?

The fights are pretty festive
affairs, he said, fxcept for one
thing- ‘“Ihey don’ff allow drink-
ing. U some dryidk gets near
those roosters 0'd get hn
throat cut from e spurs.’

L L. “Jack” whead, a
member of the Champaign
County Reard and-township su-
pervisor of Mahimmet, said
Thursday that it was “common
knowledge” thats eock fights
had been held “dp the area.
He had once beert invited lo
g0, hesaid. 4

That invitatioh': came “two
or three years 4g0.’ Lawhead
said, but he declinad to name
the man who invited him.
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The fmprovement of Jokn
from Russell Street to Matlis
Avenue, expected lo cost aboul
$500,000, is beiug protested by
30 property owners in the arei.

Properly owners in the area
would be assessed for 30 per
cent of the cost of the projecl
if the iury upholds the city's
plan.

As Judge Creed Tucker ex-
plained in his instructions lo
the jury, a special assessment
of that kind can be made only
when the real markel value
of the property assessed in-
creases in value by al least

the amount of the assessmenl

as a direct resuit of the proj-
ect.

‘The bensefits also must be
of a kind thal accrue lo the
assessed property owners and
cannot be shared by the public
at large. The city has the burd-
enof proof in the case.

The project would involve the
construction of a 44-foot wule
concrete pavement with a bi-
cycle lane on the north, side
and parking on the soulh side.

The portion of Wesl John n
question now is 2n oil-and-
gravel pavement, There cur-
renlly are no curbs, sidewalks
or storm sewers afong it These
would be constructed as part
of the imprevement.

It was the issue of whether
the public at large would share
in the benefits of the project
fhat James Evans. assistant
Champaign city atlorpey, and
Lawrence Johnson, sttorney for
the objectors, concentrated up-
on in their closing arguments.

Evans argued that specis]
‘benefits would result for the
ssgessed property owoers in
thist lrnmc salety in the area
would be improved by 2 hetter
roadway and baving parking
only on ome side; thal side

would Inerease pedes-
trinn’ safety in the area; that
the storm sewers would pro-
vide better drainage for the

recruiler

Latino students talk with

By Paula Peters
O The Cotirier

Latino students. dissatisfied
with the results of a meeling
F y with University of Hii-
nois President John Corbally
plan to continue their boveott
of the U of I's effonts to hire
a full-time Latino recryiter.

Eva Fuentes, a representa-
live of La Collectiva Latina,
said Friday aftermoon sevéral
students met with Cerbally for
more than an hour Friday
! WHe was very cordia) and
pleasant, and he listened to
us patiently,” she said. "'Bul
he will not pressure the chan-
cellor (Jack Peltason) or the
director of admissions and rec-
ords (Jane Loeb)."

Miss Fuentes said her group
wants the Rull-time recruiter
to be hired to work in the
admissions and records office
aud” to report directly to Di-

ragtor Loek,

A half-time Latino recruiter
who has worked in the office
has “no authority;” she said.
“‘He was bringing in applica-
tions, but he had no say-so
about who was chosen.

“We asked them to hire a
fulltime person  besides the
hali-time person, and they said
okay, but {ook away the half-
time job. Now we'll have a
{ull-time person, but unless that
persen has authority we have
nothing at all.

“That authority would come
if the persen reported dueulv

to Jane Loeh."

Miss Fuentes said the stu-
dents will not work with a
search committee looking for
an individual to fill the full-
time joh so0 long as that person
would ool repoct to Director
Loeh,

Confacted Friday afternoon,

Carbally described lhe discus-
ston with the Latino students
as “lengthy and informative.

“I did inform them thal 1
would not interfere with the
chancellor nor with the directar
of admissions in suggesting
what administrative arrange-
menls were appropriate (o on-
hance the recruitment of stu-
dents from minority groups,”
he said.

He also said he told the stu-
dents he '‘thought they were
focusing on the wrong problem.

“The basic purpose of their
efforts is to ingrease the num-
ber of Latino students at the
Urbana-Champaign campus.™
Corhally said, "and 1 think

thal’s a purpose we all accepl.

“But ] feel the question 1s
whether that purpose can be
mel without huving a special
Latine recruiler who reports
directly to the director of ad-

Ticantly

ings would be lost and traffic
and noise would incraase.

Johnson also showed the jury
photlographs of homes along
West Joba and along inlersect
ini streels in the area such
as Russell, Draper and Gar-
field streets, which indicated
that West John was i signi
hetter condition than
the others. He argued that if
the project was nol envisionpd
as a means of unproving traf-

assessment  lostibied  m e
case ) Llayd Brown testilying
for the eily, said thal property
values  would ipcrtise by at
least as mueh us the esass-
ment. OF two experts testilying
for the objeclors. Gl 1. Cis
terline said he thought property
values would remain about the
same, while John F, Gwinn
said he believed thal i ajmest
every case vaiues would go
down.

a7 s vaﬂ—aét-p?. -\
Group demands

'complete’ center

— 'The original charge of the

The Frederick Douglass
Communily  Cenler Citizens
Steering Commitlee issued Fri-
day a 'position paper” which
calls for the construclion of
a comprehensive recreationsl
cenler.

The paper was released by
Richard D;n'is Jr.. a member
of the ¢

gard n( OmHNissioners.

Davis, also a member of the
stearing flee. has oppos-
ed the ard's decision

to build a-smaller center con-
laining only a gymnasium and
supporting facilities

The paper lists the following
conlentions and demands:

— Historically, the northeast
section of Champaign %
pecially Douglass Cented 5
had to exist with -less
adequate  recreational  pro
grams, less than adeguate rec-

reational staffing and less than,

adequate physical facilities.
The present Douglass
Center is not only under staff-
ed, bul slso lackiog in pregram
space which the park beard's
putrposed facility will do noth-
Ing Lo correct.

Corbally

missions. In my view, their
discussions ave straying and
are related almost entirely 1o
the administrative structure.”

Miss Fuentes said the stu-
dents will work through the
summer, contacling commun-
ity officials and cther persons
in an atlempt to gain support
for thelr cause.

They alveady have contacted
U of 1 Trustee Arthur Velss-
quez, she said, adding that Vel
asquez “'has all our documen.
tation, including stalistics and
the history of cur past efforls

“He-is very aware, and we
know that he is acting on our
behalf, as well,” she said.

Sevesral faculty members also
are aware of the group's efforts
and support them, she said.

Chancellor Peltason has ask-
ed Director Loeb o report fo
htm by December on how the
reeruitment effort works.

an.l,ﬂfh Distric! “foard  President

1972 bond issue commitied the
park board Jo bulding @ recre-
ational facilily fully adequa'e
to meel the needs of all of
the eitizens ol northeast Cham-
paign.

— The Champaign Park Dis-
tricl, -statements of the new
William J
Helms  Jr. wilisstanding, has
the financial means for build-
ing an  adeguale Douglass
Center

— The only acceptable Tact-
ity for northeast Champaign
will be a complete one.

— There will be no demoli-
tlon af Dou s Center until
a complete [acility i promised

— 90 per cenl of the work-
ers on the Dougluss Center
project shall te black.

A rally 15 scheduled ol
Douglass Park [rom to 7
pm. Sunday ta gain support
i protesting the demolition of
the center and requesting the
construction ol a complele one,

Davis had earler soid he
believed the park board had
enough money to build the cea-
ter if sume other minor proj-

©

ecls m the bond issue wereh

seleted

Park  bosrd  President Wil
fiam 1. Hehns Jro said Fri-
day night that with the efforts
put into opposing the issue,
the black cemmunity could
have raiserd enough money (o
build the complete center.

Helms also hinlad thal the
search for extra money is still
continuing. He said he Knew
of ol least one other board
member who is explaring poss
sibilities of extra funds,

Meanwhile, the heard is
scheduled 1o meet al & p.m)
Tuesday lo consider bids ou

the demolition of the present
structure.

One Wdder, MeCabe Con-
struction Cn. of  Champaign,
withdrew its bid last week afier
learning of the black commun.
ity's apposilion to the demwolii
tion

Helms said Friday night the
board will go ahead with
awarding the demolition con-
lracl. He said the board has
signed a conlract for the con-
struction of the center and Lhe
demolition must be done.
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dropping devices . in oper-
to inform the local state's
néy, who would then in-
the person who- ‘was being

in= | to Champaign police.

parfy-line’ vote

House Execuhve Com-
Fiffben - ‘Démocrats
‘yes" and; hiy Repubhcans

saniel Walker,
4 Repifblicans

At McCabe's

8| windows of the office, and ex-

¢lin a plate glass window, and
fh@ pohce theorize it was created by
- "la shutgun blast. The incident
10- I happened ‘between 9:45 p.m, |4
U I Thyrsday and 7:20 a.m, }E*rlda:gfgx+
" |defaulted on its contract with

‘|the Champaign Park District

. [défnolished the old “Frederick

Steering ‘,
‘demolition would be prevented.
“fufitil’ & larger recreation center ‘
s planned ‘

| to begin demolition *‘as sdon as|
7 |safe conditlons exist.” The park
board Thursday night denied his |7 -

" See related store on Page 3.7

senate Execubive Commillee,

Windows Get
Bullet Holes

The MecCabe Brothers Con-
struction Co. office at 411 N.
Wxight St., C, was damaged by
gunfire late Thursday night or
early Friday morning accordin

* Reports indicate that 13 bullet
holes were found in plate glass

tensive damage was reforted

inside the building. Police found
two .38 callber bullets at the

" One largé hole was discovered

“Until McCabe Brothe

Tuesday, the firm was to have

Douglass Recreation Center at
512 £. Grove St C S

Commiteee

McCabes business has bee‘

- | ploketed daily. for the past twd|)
. 1weeks by steering committe
3o | members ‘and thelr suppoiters,§|
n- - In & letter to the park distriet
| requesting an extensxon in the
*|demolition pro je ct, company
.| owner Don McCabe said threats

had been made against him, his
émployes and his equipment.
" He had requested an extension |

request.

scene which were turned over|
.1 to the department’s lnveqtzga’a(m
3 dimsion

|naving 1

"By B:
SPRINGF
Republlcan
have’chargi
year L ;badg
esg

i agement‘-’ 61

Daniel” Walk
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~ By Les Somogyi
Of The Courier

The new Douglass Center will
be built, whether the old one
goes down or not, the Cham-
paign Park Board Voted Thurs-
day night. ,

Since McCabe Brothers, Inc.,
demolition contractors, default-
ed on its contract to raze the
old center, the board decided
to start from scratch and build
a new one a few hundred feet
away.

Previous plans were to de-
molish the old center and build
he new one on the site of
he old one. But threats by
nembers of the black com-
nunity apparently caused Mec-
Jabe to change his mind.

McCabe Brothers signed the
ontract for the demolition
vork May 31 and had ten days
1 which to start work. Me-
‘abe officially requested an ex-
=ns10n of the deadline

doesn’t mean they are back-
ing down.

English Brothers President
Ed Hynds said today his com-
pany would start work as soon
as he received the new specifi-
cations. In contrast to McCabe,
he said his firm has not been
threatened or picketed.

The board directed architec
E. Hedric Clay to make ar
rangements to build the strue
ture west of the existing build
ing, between the existing cen
ter and the Douglass Annex.

The 4-1 vote, with Commis-/
sioner Richard Davis Jr. dis-
senting, came after the board
refused McCabe’s request for
an extension.

McCabe sought to delay work,

until the problem between the
park board and the black com-__

munity has been resolved. In
a letter to the board, McCabe
said he could not begin the

demolition work w1thout assur-

Cog)ﬁlafz le—71

er

nasium with supporting-facil-
ities.

Although MecCabe is techni-
cally in default of his contract,
he apparently will not lose his
$600 bid bond. The board
agreed but took no action to
return his bid bond.

Commissioner  Donald F.
Bresnan said, “This man has
been intimidated. He operated

in good faith. He attempted

to'do the job, but he was not
allowed to. I can’t hold this
man liable for not completing
- his job. He acted like a busi-
nessman.”

The board’s decision to build
the center elsewhere in the
park - angered blacks who were

ceting.

1zens Steering Commit-
and members Kenneth

site shi

of the meeting reom Thursday
night, saying they were going
to ‘“organize” the black com-
munity. ““Thi nity will

This_community will
ey threatened.. :

Williams, who was carrying
the large bass drum, refused
to talk to reporters. He did
not drum, at the re-
quest of the park board.

Earlier in the meeting, Davis
took the floor and attacked the
park board.

He said putting the center
between the old center and the
Douglass Annex is “very bad
park planning.”

Davis said the board acted
with “no respect for the black
community.” He said the boa
simply wants to put up a build
ing somewhere without solvin
the real problem.

“Problems still exist,” Davis

\ s t?

vy ta o

said.
be able to get in
kept McCabe out,
English will get ther

Bresnan agreed t
a terrible thing to
the location of the
but he said he did :
during the last fev
resolve the issue. Hq
is no alternative 1
park district default:
tract with English.B
losing a lage amoun

At that point, D
duced a resolution i
a commitment be
build the full center
monies™ (allocatt
money) and ‘“as |
funds become availa
sion may be com _,
phases ultimately.”

His motion died f .

“second.

“English Bro s er
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Park Board Vo’res To BU|id New Dou

By _STEVEN HERSHBERGER
News-Gazette Staff Writer

The new Frederick Douglass
Recreation Center will be built
next to the old one..

The Champaign Park board
voted 4-1 Thursday night to

move the construction site. Itl

will now be between _ the
filapidated Douglass Center on
the east and the rundown annex
on the west.

Also by a 4-1 vote Thursday
night, the park board refused to
grant McCabe Brothers Inc. an
extension in which to begin
demolition of the 380-year-old
Douglass Center, 512 E. Grove
st., C. :

Thus McCabe now has
defaulted on his contract. At
‘least two commissioners in-
dicated they would = oppose

|Bresnan suggested he would

bringing suit to recover dam-

(TL () v/

ages. Comm1551oner Dona l d

favor returning McCabe’s bid
bond.

Construction of the $742,000
gymnasium, showers and stage
facility with a smal]. activity
room will be delayed for several
more weeks. Architect E.
Hedric Clay must first revise
his‘building design to accom-
modate the new site.

“You are in deep trouble on
your other contracts,” warned |
attorney French Fraker when
asked akout the district’s status
with the English Brothers Co.,
which holds the general con-
struction contract for the basic{
building.

“It involves a substantial

amount of money,” Fraker con-
tinued. “You'll be in default of

build it and the pubhc stands to
lose a substantlal amount of
money.”’

“I have no chome,” Bresnan
said in explaining his vote, “I
have done all I ecould. There is
no other choice (except to move
the construction site) to preven
losing a substantial amount o ,J
money.” ‘

This shows the lack of]
espect that this board has for
he community,” commissioner
ichard Davis argued - back.

“Yowll put up anything,
'anywhere without resolving the
problem, It still exists. I don’t;
know how English Brothers w
get in the park to build.”

~Davis, the only black paz
commissioner, has long opposéd
buﬂdmg the basic unit without
the wing. {

your own contract if you don’t

A
¢-

The vote to move the ;con-

! porters

strucuon site came after about
one hour of tension - filled but
quiet discussion- among com-
missioners. .

Members of the Douglass
Center steering committee
including Roy Williams, Elsie
Easley and Kenneth Stratton
watched in bitter anguish. Th
steering comunittee onlApril 29
vowed to prevent the demolition
in order to get the kind ot
Euﬂdlng they felt was an ade-
quate recreation center for
North End residents.

Stratton, who sparked some of
the most heated and passionate
remarks during the seven-

| |week stand-off, rapidly walked

out after the construction site
vote without saying a word and
then yelled to following re-
1 have no comment.”

ly remain undeterred by the
community opposition that pre-
vented demolition of the old

pouglass Center.

The -new center was to sit

where the old one is now. But
local community opposition, in-
cluding some picketing, created
tensions ‘that McCabe apparent-
ly prevented him from fulfiling
his contract with safety.

The = commissioners are
steadfastly clinging to thein
argument that they have n
money for the $200,000 wing
being “demanded. Thus theg
have not ‘deviated from their
plans to build a facility that the

miftee — a citizens group —
maintains is_inadequate withont

- The _commissioners apparent-

room.

Douglass. Center steering com:|,

a wing for senior citizen recre-
ation and an ali-purpose meeting idate
. ==iwas awarded a public bid an

- Just before the -constructior
site vote, Davis failed to gair
any - support for his resolutior
calling for the park district “‘tc
add "alternate A for senioi
citizens”” with the cost borne by
the $279,000 “pad’’ money.

The = “pad” figure .is the

.amount Board President Wil
liam Helms says remaint

| ' 1972 bon¢
“Tlissue. The $742,000 for the basii

unallocated from the

building is coming from the 197,
bond issue.

During the discussion ot
McCabe's request for an ex
tension of his demolition con
tract, Bresnan said, ‘‘This maj
has had no opportunity to per
form. The situation in thi
community is disgraceful. Thi
man has been intimidated. H
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t';i"f_To the EdltOI‘
i -'.i Sir:
p “bond referendum was passed
the Champaign Park Board ap-
‘ipalently invested the money
r in hopes of gaining interest
. to fulfill its many promises
g to the voters in its bond cam-
K‘; paign literature.
. Inflation increased more rap-
. idly than the interest received.
& In fact, nothing could have
~ been built when the money was

- had been no preplanning or
. real cost estimates made prior
- to submitting the issue to the
. people.

i The problem now is the di-
§ rect result of poor planning
* on the part of the board. In
~ order to fulfill its-promises to
. other parts of the community,
- Frederick Douglass Center is
21 being shorted. The decision of
the four commissioners to short
‘| Douglass Center is based strict-
ly along racial attitudes and
political considerations. There
is no consideration of commun-
ity priorities or need.

For at least six months dur-
ing 1973 the park manager,
the architect, staff, park com-
missioners and the Douglass
Community met developing
program needs in order to give
the architect direction to de-
velop a plan for building the
center. A list of 36 program
needs were accepted. The af-
“chitect developed five plans. to
_satisfy these needs.

The old center has proven-
inadequate except as a basic
free play facility. Many of the
problems that Douglass Center

has suffered over the years
is a direct- result of .this free-

play philosophy. It offered the
staff few opportunities for di-
rected activities and disipline.
The lack of adult facilities or

participation as a stabilizing

influence added to the chaos.

The new center as planned

As soon as the 1972 ficiencies.. The new

' presence would assure a new
decorum at Douglass. It would
i give staff opportunities to ex-

ionly recreation learned is ph
\sical activity, the child whe

. approved by the voters. There_in life.

' would correct the serious def- often quotedx is $200(}OQ' MI‘ '
center Helms cites a ‘‘pad’ availabla
would allow for participation of over $250,000 Wlthout. y

of senior citizens whose very

pand programs to-lifetime re-
creational habits. When th

he grows past the physica
|can only turn to barrooms lat

A good, well-rounded recrea
tional program must includ
soundly established values tha
are redeeming past the point
of immediate entertainment.

In late 1973 the five plan
of the archifect were consider-
ed -by the park board, Com
promises were made and th
plan that would have satisfi
all of the 36 program need
was dropped in favor of a plan
that included only 15. ~

In September of 1974 the
board approved the plan now
in controversy, the base bid
plus alternate onme. For six
months thereafter Commission-
.er Helms held up the prOJect
hassling over placement of a
stage and other minor details. 5
This hassle ended with no fun- jd
damental changes in the plan. "l

If it had been let for bid e
last year, the cost would have
been at least one-third less.
Poor planning again allowed
the best bidding season of last =
winter pass. Bids were fmally :

ST

o ST

let this spring with building

cost ata max1murn
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Douglass Center move is cogﬂy

By Les Somogyi

Of The Courier -
Moving the site of the new
Douglass Center is no simple
matter, an architect told a
Champaign Park Board com-

mittee Wednesday night.
In fact, he said, it would

compound the present problem.

Architect E. Hedric Clay told
the facilities committee of the
Champaign park board Wed-
.nesday that moving the center
to the west, as proposed could
cause many problems and
could be.expensive.
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Mart Store are not annexed
to the city. The apartments
are valued at $168,010."

The owners have an agree-
ment with the city to annex.
Paley said the city will at-
tempt to annex the property
during the summer.

The State of Illinois will let
bids on the project in. Septem-
ber. Paley said the city must
be ready for bid letting by
‘Aug. 28 or risk losing the $90,./
000 in state funds. /
He said, however, that $65/000
could be provxded from city
funds and that the et loss
to the city wouldv,,be $25,000
if the deadline is pdt met,

City officials émphasned that
the " district, fscheme can only
be used for improvements on
streets -designated for federal
assistance.

The scheme could be stopped
if 51 per cent of the people
in the proposed district signed -
a petiton against the idea. -

City officials said the scheme

would be quicker and chea
in terms of legal costs” than
the special assessment”” pr 0-
gram. They also said‘that other
city tax revenue, Such as sales
or utility taxes, could be used
to retire the,libnds.

But Paley said only taxes
from the district would be used

to refire bonds sold for the .

project. _
,/'"I‘he project would include a

/ 44-foot-wide pavement for four.

traffic lanes, street lights, side-
walks, curbs, gutters, storm
sewers, driveways and signals
for the intersection of Florida
and Philo. The improvement
includes 570 feet on Philo Road

north of Florida Avenue and .

77 feet south of Florida. Ave-
nue.- .

Estimates were for construc-
tion costs of $600,000, $114,000
for acquisition of rights of way,
$35,000 for design engineering,
$90,000 for construction engi-
neering and $36,000 for legal
fees.

_problems.

Nevertheless, he sald
be done.

Clay said problems would
include a small space, about
12 feet, between the existing
center and the new center. The
small space would create an
alley and lend itself to super-
vision problems. He said -the

it can

‘entrance to the building would

be on the west side opening
to the backyard of Douglass
Annex.

If built that way, Clay said
no further expansion of the
building can be done unless
Douglass Annex is torn down
later.

Clay also- said the ground
slopes to the west which could
create further water seepage
Some problems al-
ready exist in the Annex, he
said. :

‘Excavation would be harder,
he said, and the subsequent
demolition of either the Annex
or the existing center would
be more costly.

Clay also recommended as
alternatives moving the build-
ing site either north or south.
But he said costs would be
prohibitive because a main
sewer line would have to be
moved. And, he also recom-
mended “flipping over” the
present plans. But he said new
plans would have to 'be drawn

and engineering fees would ber

high.

Whichever plan the park
board will pick, Clay said,
would involve a two - month
delay. He recommended thaf

the contractor, English Broth-
ers Inc., be given an extension
on the starting date of the
work.

He also recommended that
a “letter of intent to build”
be given to all contractors in-
volved.

When asked which plan they
would recommend to the board,
commissioners Donald Bresnan
and Morgan Powell said they
did not want to make a recom-
mendation. )

‘They called a special meet-
ing of the board at 7 tonight
to select an alternative.

Commissioner Richard Davis
Jr., who is not a member of
the faclities' committee, “said
Wednesday that a political solu-
tion should be found to the
| problem. He urged the com-
mittee, as he urged the board
,prev1ously, that the construc-
| tion of a structure west of the
| existing center would not solve
|the problem.
1 He urged the board to meet
with the citizens committee on
(Douglass Center “before this
park is messed up by another
'building.”

He received no response from
|committee members.

MISSIONARY TO SPEAK

Missionary Douglas Carroll
will speak at the evening-meet-
ing of the Full Gospel Business
Men’s Fellowship at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday at Westview School,
703 8. Russell St., Champaign.
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By STEVEN HERSHBERGER
News-Gazette Staff Writer

The Douglass Center architect
said Wednesday he cannot
recommend moving the site of
the proposed new center, and
staunchly defended his building
‘|design against criticism that it
is too costly.

T Architect E. Hedric Clay
outlined to the Champaign Park
District building and grounds
committee three options in plac-
ing the building on the new site,
just west of the old center.

— “I, as your architect, cannot
recommend moving  the
building,”” Clay said. He criticiz-
ed the park board for making
the decision without first con-
sulting him and getting a detail-
ed apprisal of the problems in
moving the site.

The full park board will meet
at 7 p.m. Thursday (tonight) to
hbear Clay outline the three op-
tions, since the two-man com-

WiERl | J L% iy A

mittee could not reach a recom-
mendation.

The park district has a
$742,000 contract to build a new
Douglass Center, 512 E. Grove
St., C. English Brothers & Co.
hold the general contract.

The proposed gymnasium with
suppporting facilities costs $4C
per square foot, Clay said. .

The recreation-meeting room
wing would cost $48 per square
foot, he said, Thls 3,861 square
foot addition is hotly contested
between the  North End com-
munity and the park board. Cur
rently, this wing wifll not b
built. -T

The figures were arrived af

by using the professionally ac-
cepted method of determining

square-footage costs, Clay said.
Park Board president William
Helms has previously said the
building design was too costly.
“Every item in that building
was reviewed by the staff, the

Architect: Don't Move

committee and the fuli board,f'
Clay said. ‘“Mr. Helms himself
reviewed my plans and made a
recommendation that they ue
approved. Mr. Helms seconded
a motion in a Jan. 21 meetinz i¢
include a stage, which
substantially increased the price
of the building.” ]

Enpglish, 'Brothers has re-
quested an lndefinite extensicn
of time to begin constructicn
until the new site plans can be
worked out, park comnnb%muer
Donald Bresnan said.

““The extension request is
' | perfectly  logical under the
circumstances,” Bresnan said.

Community pressure, mostly
from the North End, prevented
demolition of the “o0ld center
where the new one was to go.
Some residents claim the new
center would be an. “inade-
quate’’ recreational facility.
Because the old building could

not be razed, the park board

Do

recently decided to move the
construction site.
| -Of the .three options
‘presented, the least costly would
'be to place the building between
ithe old center and the annex,
Clay said. This would reduce the
function . of the building by
lhampering entry and exiting of
Eh.;building, Clay said. p
12.foot . alley wotld he
created on the east between the
new center and the old. Tha
rear entrance would be here and
thus could cause.major super-
vision problems, he warnped.
, The front entrance on the
west would face the back side of
the annex with its trash cans
k-“and the like, Clay said.

Thus the option would make
the building “unsightly,” Clay
told the committee. And unless
the annex is torn down, there
could be no expansion of the
new center, he explained.

Placing the building on the
new site will create additional

1

L ]

uglass

roodmg and water seepage into
the annex, Clay said. This could
be compensated for by placing
drainage tile between the'
buildings, he said.

Option two would place the™
building lengthwise in that same
site. The front entrance would®
be ‘south off of Grove Streetl.
Theé building, however, \ would,
overlap the outdoor basketball
court, which would have to be"
moved or taken out, Clay said.
It would also’ straddle a sewer::
line, ‘which would create ad.'"
ditional problems, he said.

Option- three would be to
simply flip the building, so the--
front entrance would be on the':
east instead of the west as in-~
option one. Option three would
take a considerable amount of
time and cost much more:
money,, since most “of theq,
building plans would have to be-‘
redrawn. Construction could not *
begin for two or three months:

<,

e
“

under this option, Clay said.

z
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Park Board Shifts Site

By * STEVEN HERSHBERGER
News-Gazette Staff Writer

The -Champaign Park Board
Thursday night instructed
architect E. Hedric. Clay to
redraw his building plans to ac-
commodate the new site for the
Frederick Douglass . Recreation
Center that will dow be squeez-

the annex.

Actual construction bylf
English Brothers Co. will thus
be delayed until late August o
earl) September, Clag
estimated. &

The new site, which ‘is  ju
west of the old one " near Fift

ed between the old center’ and{

Champaign, will be a tight fit
for the 16,000-square-foot gym-
‘nasium and its support facilities.

A 12-foot alley will be created
n the east between the old and
ew 'center. This might - cause
upervision problems, Clay said.

/

‘west will open onto the backside

of the .annex — a former
.’ grocery store — thh _its
garbage cans and © t,,h,er

eyesores, according to Clay.|
Building on the new site migh
cause additional flooding pro
lem, particularly for the annex,
Clay said.

‘The site decided ‘on \vas the
ﬁrst of three optxons avaﬂable

e main entrance on the|

Commissioner Donald
Bresnan moved to build. option
one. Commissioner Morgan
Powell seconded. The vote was
4.1, with commissioner Richard
Davis dissenting.

The architect presented three
options to the board but ex-
plained option one would prob-
ably be the cheapest alternative.

The costs created by movin
the site several. feet west ar
“‘unnecessary expenditures i
my view,” the architect said.
"~ Bresnan termed moving the
buliding site a ‘‘political
decision.” Powell lamented THE
'mew. site as a poorer one, but
said the park commissioners
had little choice since the North

o -

:_Io.v o

=

L

‘| not, yet say

End community prevented the
old center from being demolish-
eds -
Some community persons-
have argued the proposed center
is ipnadequate and so have
prevented demolition of the cur- -
rent center in an attempt to get.
a larger recreation facility.
Instead, the park district simply
moved the construction site ‘sev-.
eral feet to the west. Thus the
néw and the old will exist side -
by-side. No expansion is possi~

A

&|ble unless there is demolition of *

either the annex or old center,
Clay said.

Architect Clay said. moving
the buiding site would cost
money — how muc'h' he "could .

S

“The 'mew .center will be -

totally out of place,” said Davis,

:|the long,dlssenﬁng voice in this
|| matter’ before the park" board. 1
4T hate to see.. -us spend’ ‘more ™

money on our . current plans.

y That money could go to a senior .
‘| eitizens’
‘| where we will get the nddltiona!'_

wing. 1 don’t know

money.

““This’ is very bad park plan- <
ning,” Davis <aid. Tt shck‘
otit like a sore thumb.” -

The board granted English ~
Brothers and: other contractnrs

|an indefinite. extension on. the -
| construction starting date ‘But
.| construction must be completed
)|one year after starting. "

The hoaﬁ& 1a}so
ters 1o

‘explainlng the park distr!c't’s

| “intent to biild.” This action:.
meets ‘cortain’ ﬁega»l np-
quirements.

‘The park- d.lsmc‘t wi 11
negotiate with Enzlish Brothers
; 'uubﬁon ‘cost of

now stands gat 5742000 awith the |
-| general contract work by Eng- :

lish Broﬂaei*s amoxmﬂng
_lsaanoan
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Pledge Dougla

warned in a statement Monday,

Champaign Park Board Presi-
dent William Helms has called
upon the Douglass Center steer-
ing committee to pledge its sup-

port for building the planned

recreation center on its original
site.

Helms asked the committee to
make a statement of cooperation
by Thursday night’s park board
meeting.

“Without an immediate state-
ment -of ‘cooperaﬁon,’"’ Helms

o Jeﬁ«:@wj

SS

“‘the basic unit will be built next
to the old Douglass Center with
future expansion limited.””

The park board meets at 7
p.m. Thursday _at Meeting
Center, 706 Holiday Park Drive,
c. :

A week ‘ago the steering
committee did not accept our
$100,000 for senior citizens and
our pledge to try to seek ad-

ditional funds for future ex-

‘

pansion of the new recreation
building,”” Helms said. ‘“As
usual, they wanted more.

‘““The new request was for
more space, particularly quiet
space.- There is considerable

space in the basic unit above the . -
Jlocker _ rooms and

separated
from the gym area which could
be used as quiet space for
numerous activities. .

‘T met with Champaign

"Mayor William Bland twice,”’

Helms said. “We had a couple

A,

Ite-'-:"

" of phone coﬁv_efsa‘tion's'.
resulting in the mayor saying,—r

there is o)
available at the present time.” |

> ..7/2/’/ %

‘It is fair to say that the council |
will not sustain any motion that |
would provide any additional
funds to the Douglass Centerﬁl

project.’ 4

“Therefore, I will not support
another official request to the
city asking for funds,” Helms
said.. “It is clear to ‘me that
no more money

el
al
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‘|the Douglass Center Steering

|with the board |Tueslay night
e

; letter from Ken Stratton of the

| tents of the letter were made

‘|firmed the commiitee’s support

‘|the site of the old center and

(| steering committee’s _four-poin

:|Douglass Center while it sought
|| dlarification of a sentence in the

inanager and~

r concefts in J
nearby cities. ,\

Douglass‘*‘Grﬂo up S

By DANIEL A, TICHENOR

News-Gazette Staff Writer .

Not satisfied with the
Champaign Park District’s
response to its list of proposals,

Committee has asked to meet

(tonlghtT %)
The request was made in a

steering committee., The con-

publi¢ at 4 Monday night park
board study session.
In the letter, Siratton reaf-

fer building the new Frederick
Douglass Recreation Center on

asked for the face - to - face
meeting to work out an
understanding on details of the

proposal,’|
“The park board Jast week
delayed action eon the mnew

committee’s proposal.
Board President Richard

.|Helms had written that he

1% 0L Urbana, whn drowned in a

private pond south of St. Joseph 8 130 a. m, Friday.

.:!'

wanted to be dssured that the
steering committee would “not
interfere or encourage. others to

interfere with the Douglass

Center  contractors in the
performance of their con-
tracts.”

In answer to Helms’ letter,
Stratton wrote:

“As stated in our proposal,
the Douglass Center Steering
Committee will agree to the
building of a new facility on the
present site of the existing
structure at Douglass Center
provided all conditions of the
proposal are met. As explicitly
stated, we will also agree to the

razing of the existing
structure.”
According 1o eommissioner |

Donald F. Bresnan, the board
has met ali of the committee’s
proposals except one: that 90

Tper cent of the work force on

the project be black.

Bresnan sald the board - has|all

already passed resolutions to set
aside $100,000 for the senior
citizens in the -Douglass Park
area and not to close Sixth
Street, thereby saving kidiey

et

/ e

that will be used on the new
center and has agreed to add
more money to Douglass Centér
as it becomes available. .

He s=aid the board has rno
power to control the composition
of the labor force on the project.

Helms sald the contracts for

the work have already been|

signed and that the contractors
have agreed to abide by the
board’s affirmative actlon
clause.

In its Ietter, the steering com-
mittee asked that the board
meet with the committee “in
order to facilitate a mutual ac-
ceptance of the proposal.”

At least three heard
merp_gers—Bresnan B,l;.hard ﬁ

Davis, and Morgan C. Powell —

lagreed to meet with the com-

mittee.

Helmg said he did.n’t sea what
another meeting could ac-
complish ag the board has met
the requirements of the pro-
posal it can. He said he was
undecided about coming to the
meeting. :

Board Vice President Patricia
Leonhard said she would be

T

Ae?f'f‘l

physma.l exerﬁon.

- l‘x - f& £
ﬁ st i

unable fo attend the meeting
because of a standing engage-
ment on Tuesday nights,

“I think we should proceed
and build the buildings and stop
all the nonsense,” Helms said.
“I don't see the need for any
more meetings.”

Davis sald the letter from thel
board was & stalling tactic. He|
said the board should meet with
the
through the proposal and “get it
over with.” 4

“I think you're {(the board)
pushing for a confrontation with
the community on the nori
end,” Davis said.”

In addition to the. wranglings
of the committee and the board,
a technical setback also
threatens to delay the Douglass
Center project.

No electrical contractor has
yet picked up bid specifications
that have been available since

%

‘Aug. ‘11. Bids on the. electrical

work are to be opened at 2 p.m.
Aug. 26.

“It’s not unusua] to recelve
bids at the M minnte,” said

steering ‘committes, gol

given for Urbama sfudents af|the day. or after extreme hstorlumber ﬂimenslons po]ico

:

said. 2
‘ 7 W

Meehng

Robert F¥F. Toalson, dist‘rict
general manager. ‘“But it is
unusual fer contractors not te
have at Ieast picked up
specifications for the project.

Coad Electriec Co.,
Champaign, has already submii-
ted a bid that was accepted bw
the board. However, because of
the project’s delay and the
board’s decision to let McCabe
Brothery, Champaign, out of its
demolition - contract, Coad feels
it has the right fo resubmit or
withdraw its bid.

*“This is a technical legal polrt
that has to be worked out,”
Toalson said.

Helms said if no one bids 0&5
the electrical contract, the delag

in readvertising or contracting

iwith a company may -cause
complications with English
Brothers Construction Co..
Champaign,
general construction contract
for the project.

“If we get delayed with the
electrical contract, Eng;i&:h
Brothers may demand o rebld

because of the delay,” Hehm'

gaid,

"which has th’é;

L4 { "
A S=L G >
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e park meets two ¢
tor a ha.lf da.y.

‘boax'-& is on the use of an ad-|
|ditional $100,000 for a ‘senior
citizens” faclhty at the center
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Senior citizens addttwn could be smaller

Douglass Center group pares

group asked that the addltlon district’s

By Les Somogyi
Of The Courier

A Douglass Center area
group Tuesday night reduced
its requests for a senior citi-
zens addition and other center
improvements, offering a new
plan for resolution of the Doug-
lass controversy.

The Douglass Center Steering
Committee presented the plan
to the Champaign Park Board.
Park commissioners Rich-
ard Davis and Donald Bresnan
said the proposal is the first
sign of breaking an impasse
between the group and
the board on the Douglass proj-
ect.

“1 don’t see it too far away
from my position,” Bresnan

said.

Shifting from a previous re-
quest for 5,000 square feet of
space in a new senior citizens
addition, the new Douglass
committee plan requested only
an addition that could be built
at a cost of $100,000.

The park board has pledged

" that sum to the Douglass ad-
dition from excess funds prev- -

iously allocated for the Cen-
tennial Park recreation center.

. Park officials have estimated

a $100,000 addition would pro-!

vide about 2,000 square feet. |

The proposal also . included |
the Douiglass group’s previous
request for a new Douglass
Center that would include a
gymnasium and a stage. The

(r’"

88 '

be build at the same time as
or as soon as possible after
the basic center is built.

The committee proposed $36,-
000 more be trimmed from
project costs by eliminating
plans to remove a section of
North 6th Street pavement for
an open park area.

‘The plan also asked at least
90 per cent of the Douglass
project work force be black .
to reflect the racial makeup
“of the community. Davis later

/ —
D

~

uildine

aff;:(matxve actlon
regulations.

Park board president William
J. Helms Jr. declined to give

'his reaction to the proposal

and said he would prefer to

|wait until commissioner Mor-

gan ‘Powell returns to Chani-
ipaign before giving ah answer
to the Douglass committee.

Bresnan questioned why the
Douglass committee wants the
senior citizens facility attached
to the base building.

Douglass area senior citizens
.said “last week they wanted

said_the 90 per. “cent ftg}xre their present home, the Doug:

cfua[I"“means gans - as many as

p0551bTe e

. *n Champaign p-rk

lass Center Annex, remodeled

| R . "' instead ‘of having a rogm in
The park district requires all
. contrac’

the new building. The steer-
ing’ committce g s ed the

projects to comply with the annex should serve as a temp-

v
orary senior citizens center un-
til the new addition is com-
pleted.

“T haven’t talked to the sen-
ior citizens,” said committee
spokesman Kenneth Stratton. '
He added that the

committee contends that a sep-
arate center would increase

.construction .and operating ex-

penditures.

“This is as positive a propos-
al as we could make,” Stratton
said. “I'm not goin-g to say
this is a take-it-or-leave-it pro-
posal, but I would certainly
expect a speedy answer.”

Plans to move the center,
have not been called off. Archi-
tect E. Hedric Clay is revising
plens ¢ ove tho eenter about
200 yards west of the existing

steering’

%

requests

structure. Protests by the
| Douglass area residents have
,prevented the demolition of the
existing structure.

""But Davis expressed hope
that, with the new Douglass
group proposal, ‘“we can stop
in the letting of the bids on
moving the center.”

No. cut in 72 -

bond issue allotment

The Champaign park ‘board
has not cut the sum de51gnat
ed in the 1972 bond issue for
Douglass Center, as incorrect-
ly stated in Monday’s Courier.

The board has allocated $400,-
000 for that project and increas-
ed the sum since that time.

The Courier regrets the er-
I0r,


mailto:pert~!!.LJ.!.@r
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~{dilapidated

Doug

By STEVEN HERSHBERGER
News-Gazette Staff Writer

. If legal technicalities can be

resolved, the new Frederick

Douglass Recreation Cénter will

be built on the site of the old

one.

The Doug]ass Center steermv
committee Tuesday night
formally dropped its opposition
to tearing down the older
.structure in
northeast Champaign. The
citizens' group wurged the
‘Champaign Park . Board * to
“build on the present site of the
‘Douglass Center,”” which is what
the park .commissioners have

jwanted to do all along.

The steering committee pro-
posal  signals a nrajor
breakthrough in the four-menth-
long controversy over the ade-

quacy of the planned
gymnasium and its support
facilities.

. Despite the breakthrough,
stipulations within the proposal

bt s Y
W A A

(L5

lass Center

are ‘almost certain to. stir more
debate before the entire issue is
resolved.

Commissioner Donald
Bresnan said “yes” when asked |
if he could agree with the steer-
ing committee’'s proposal in con-
cept.. He emphasized, however,
that he still had many questions
on the details.

Board President William
Helms reserved comment until
he consulted privately with the
two other commissicners who
were absent Patricia
Leonhard and Morgan Powell.

Al thought about moving the

building is over and cancelled,”
said Commissioner Richard
Davis, who is also a member of
the steering committee.
"One of the stipulations of the
steering committee’s proposal
calls for 90 per cent of the con-
struction workers building the
center to be black.

TV Gy A

new
p i"l‘he work force to be used oh
s L AT

S AN bt Y.
P

should  reflect the racial

adamant in seeking a place for

&he Doyglass: Center buxldlngq group, said members remain

icharacter of the neighborhood
surrounding the proposed facili-
ty,” the proposal said.

Another of the stlpulatlonsl
calls for building an addition to
the structure for quiet space,
particularly for the elderly,
qu1ckly as possible amT WIthout
delay.”

However, the proposed wing
on the gymnasium facility runs
contrary to the wishes of the/
Douglass Center senior citizens,
who ‘want their own separate
facility by renovating ‘the
Douglass Annex, formerly
Gagliano’s Grocery Store,

““How do X reconcile these dif-
ferences, Ken?”” Bresnan asked
Kenneth Stratton of the steering
committee.

“I can't reconcile it for you,”
Stratton 1¢nlied.

In- a telephone, interview
following the meeting, {Helen

-

\themselves. She said she had
been out of town and had not

_|seen a copy of the proposal

although she is a member of the
steering committee.

Mrs. Hite said, ‘“They (com-

ittee) are using us to get what'

1ey want. The park board gave
(Douglass Center senior
itizens) the $100,000, Now the
Eommittee wants it to add to
‘their building. We want to be to
turselves and not be bothered
y kids running through. We
Wwant a place like'C'_Center ™=
““The steering commiittee pro-
posed that the addition be fund-
ed with the $100,000 already set
aside for elderly in Champaign's
North End plus.$36,000 “by not
removing North Sixth Street as
proposed in the base bid" held
by English Brothers Construc-
tion Co. \

Bresnan said the $36,000 idea

Hite] president of the elderly

—

X

is a “new.ingredient” and will

mpasse ‘Ends

have to be studied.
‘Regarding a 90 per cent block
construction work force,
Bresnan asked, “Is xt poss1ble to
get 90 per cent?”
Yokl responded Roy
Williams, chairman of the steere.

‘ing ‘committee. ““In fact, I'll bae !

of service to local trade unions’
to find the workers. We hope {6 |
get as many in the nelghborhoocf j
involved as possxble ‘ \

“Douglass Centér stands as a
symbol of what blacks can-do
when they come together,”.
Williams . explained. .

Unresolved legal technicalities,
in¢lude: -

Letting bids for a third nme to
raze the older center, re-
negotiating prices for some of
the construction work. since
there has been so much delay
and determining whether
deleting the removal' of North
Sixth Street from the general
contract is agreeable to Enghsh
Brothers and at what sa,vmgs
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