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“Obviously,
we're all very up-
set,” said Lt. Wil-
{iam Willis, an II-
linois State
Dolice mnarcotics
nvestigator. “I
guess growing
marijuana’s not a
»ig thing in Iro-
juois County
inymore.”

Watseka Police
"hief  Michael
Van Hoveln said the decision “cer-
tainly leaves you with a hollow
feeling. We put a lot of time and
>ffort into this.”

Van Hoveln, a friend of Alsip and
3alding, had recommended at last
wveek’s sentencing hearing that
>oth be sentenced to prison.

ALSIP

BRASEL SAID HE wasn't too sur-
prised by the judge’s decision, giv-
en the fact that Blunk wanted Ahld-
en's plea agreement worked out
Sefore sentencing the two police of-
ficers.

In handing down the probation
sentences, Blunk said he could not
justify ardering prison senteunces
for Alsip and Balding while Ahlden
2Sscaped incarceration.

~ would have no (prot:lem) im-

o - jail wim for all the defen-
lants in thic caoc,” L szid: “But |
find it hard to justify probation for
the person who grew the marijuana
and got the money” and prison sen-
tences for his co-defendants, Blunk

(See SENTENCED, A-12)

tary chief
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News-Gazette photo by Brian K. Johnson

Allen Rivers, Champaign’s first black pofice officer, shows a picture from when he
joined the force in 1935. He retired in 1960 but keeps busy at his job at a local bank.

Jobs in ‘mm:,:m:.,oi:,, led
Negro area

to segregated

By CHERYL THOMPSON R
News-Gazette Staff Writer K5 b s S
In the 1930s, Champaign police {7
called it the “jungle.” e
Now it’s called the North End.
The name has changed, but
Champaign's northeast side is still v
known as the black community —
more than 50 years later.
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hamnaion’s northeast side. also called the North End.
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NAMPHY

MANIGAT

4 military ally of Manigat. It
not immediately kpown if Paul
aligned himself with Namphy
- the takeover. The fate of Man-
who was seized at his resi-
se five miles away, was not
Nn.
he president betrayed your
idence and violated the consti-
yn he swore 10 observe,” Nam-
said. “He took a path that led

(See HAITI, A-12)

\ Aden Rivers,

More Weather
on Page A-12

Champaign's first black police
joined the force in 1935. He retired in 1960 but keeps pusy at his job at a locai bank.
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By CHERYL THOMPSON
News-Gazette Staff Writer

In the 1930s, Champaign police R 3
called it the “jungle.” r

Now it’s called the North End. )3

The name has changed, but | “ ¥
Champaign’s portheast side is still
known as the black community —
more than S0 years later.

But it wasn’t always the black
vmwmudoadooa- said Allen Rivers,
who moved to Champaign-Urbana
in 1919 at the age of 17 and became
Champaign’s first black police offi-
cer in 193S. i

In the first quarter of the century,
the northeast side Was heavily pdp-
ulated with German residents. Few
blacks lived there, Rivers said. Md
lived in north Urbana or just W

future.

d'Negro area
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Champaign's northeast side, also called the North End,
is an area of poverty, unemployment, substandard hous-
ing and a growing drug trade. It has little business.

North End also is @ neighborhood with promise

_ with a substantial commitment of government money
and a growing number of leaders concermned about its

Sunday: Problems facing the North End.

OH 5 history.
i:m»a&gca:o&m,oquo%m:a.

of the University of Nlinois.

«when we first moved here, only two black
families lived from First Streetgo Wright

Street,” Rivers recalled. “Champ -Urbana
sure has come a long way.”

Sarah Scott, 95, agreed.

«When I came here in 1911, therg was a lot
of segregation in housing,’ said Scott, who
moved to Champaign-Urbana front Shawnee-

town, in far southeastern llinois.

DURING THE EARLY 1930s, thoug
nois Central Railroad offered emp hyment 10
blacks, attracting people hoping {d
pities from Arkansas and Mississip@-

Wanting to live j
slowly migrated to «“«Germantowg
said. Eventually, the German resige
tered around Champaign-Urbana. §
their property to real estate !
houses in the North End were thén scld 1o
blacks. ;

«The majority of the Negroes livgd in the
porthern part . » wrote Janet Andrews
Cromwell, a Ul student who authorég a thesis
on “The History and Organization ¢ the Ne-
gro Community in Champaign-Urana, nL”
in 1934.

Cromwell, noW deceased, described what it
was like for blacks in northeast Champaign
more than half a century ago: A sugvey she
conducted revealed that out of 50 black men,
eight had professional jobs. Professional jobs
were defined as doctors, ministers: teachers,
musicians and fuperal directors.

gixteen of those surveyed £o:6m in “un-
cNilled” jobs — as ditch diggeTs _Wm farm
hands; six were employed in skili
which included barbers, nwnvmuaa..,.,soogu-
ics and hairdressers; three worked jn semi-
vnommwm,ouw_ jobs as merchants, salesiten and

Junk dealers; ope was a wEamE.. ?M#o;ma
as servants; and 11 were unemploye®’

Of 50 black women surveyed, poie had a
vqonmwm.poumg job, three worked iD skilled jobs,
15 worked unskilled jobs. apd 32 Bid not

. .nampaion s normeast sice.

work outside the home.

Cromwell also examined housing condi-
tions and found the area to be “run-down”
and “lacking the vbwﬂo& beauty of other
parts of Champaign.”

«IN THE SO-CALLED Negro community,
these residences . .- are frame dwellings and
in most instances, they are placed on small
lots and are thus crowded on the block,”
Cromwell wrote. «The observer ... would at
once notice the drab and unkempt appear-
ances of the structures.

«Occasionally, he might notice a house that
has been painted or repaired, but that is
quite rare,” she continued. “In this northern
section, one sees & number of small, weath-
er-beaten, shack-like structures ... one sees
many houses with glass missing from doors
and windows.”

She recalled that there was no “defined”
black business area, except «several” grocery
stores and barbershops on First, Fifth and
Poplar streets.

There were two black hotels and several
jnsurance companies on the North End,
Cromwell wrote. There was one black doctor
A black dentist from Danville commuted 10
Champaign every Sunday.-

«Before 1929, blacks supported 2 dentist,
but when the railroad shops reduced their
forces, the peoples’ wages were reduced or
stopped and they were unable to pay their
bills,” Cromwell said.

There were even a couple of black busi-
pesses that were vnomnmgo. Cromwell said.
The “red-light” district of First and Poplar
streets offered gambling, after-hours drink-
ing and prostitution. The houses and busi-
nesses along Poplar Street have since been
torn down, many of the once-popular
drinking establishments oR First Street have
closed.

(See NORTH END HISTORY, A-2)
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Despite Cromwey)’s Observations, n,
Rivers sajq blacks Were content Jjy. V¥
ing in the North Eng then. Many
had jobg and workeq hard to main-

il tajp their homeg.

18 By 1957, the g0vernment began
g:&um low-income bocmmum units

S to accommodate residents — pri-

L marily blacks Who needeg Places
to live, Because the North Eng bad
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of the Housing Authority of Cham- ‘ | ‘ wo
paign County, | ‘ w. irl
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Jssault

in the county Jjail
arance after he was
Aoman.
Spruce Drive, C, was
, shortly after 4:15 a.m.
4 sexual assau]t.

4 Champaign resident —
> in the 700 block of North
Saturday when she was as-

xd to be cocaine

3ed in custody in the LCham-

ag

an arrest early Monday

g dealing.
and James E. Stennis, 29,
“TuTU appoarance on prelim-

;a

¢i drugs with intent to

out 1:30 a.m. in a parking lot
ues in Champaign after an
5’ car missing a front license
report.

Bolden lacked a valid driv-

1ad

an outstanding warrant

Irt, the report stated.
the car a knife and several
I substance suspected to be

INvasion

as wearing a navy blue Jjog-
[t with stripes on the sides.
person with information on
icident is asked to contact
stoppers at 373-TIPS.

rs do not have to give their

el
da
lin
o
oy
gu¢
ma
dig

and are eligible to receive a
eward of up to $1,000 for tip
g to an arrest.
ards also are paid for infor-
1 on other crimes and
1 the area.

»eed chase

Jefferson County Jail, was to
‘2igned Monday in Jefferson
>t Court.

fugi-

W .Bjuries were reported.

p,sgs oi-based ink.
John R. Foreman
N Editor

e.

t. Local news: 351-5211; state,

3ger McClendon.

.. 8amto 5 pm.
.... 8 am to noon

-... 217-351.5288
.. 217-351-5281

ga&acilsg
oﬁ.!w-on(ﬂ.nag for rates and

purposes,” Cromwe.; saiq.
Statement is quite true of
paign-Urbana.”

Despite Cromwell’s observations,
Rivers said blacks were content liv-
ing in the North End then. Many
had jobs and worked hard to main-
tain their homes.

By 1951, the government began
building low-income housing units
to accommodate residents — pri-
marily blacks — who needed places
to live. Because the North End had
become the “black” area, that was
the logical place to build them, ac-
cording to David Murrell, director
of the Housing Authority of Cham-
paign County.

“Back then, they

“1n1s
Cham-

(housing proj-

- écts) were designed to be ‘Negro’

housing,” Murrell said. “So they
were built in an area the city called
the Negro community.”

ONCE PEOPLE BEGAN labeling
the northeast side as the “Negro”
community, it became the only
place they could live.

“You just get to know this is
where you’re going to live,” said
longtime resident Erma Bridge-
water, who bought her home on
East Washington Street in 1945.
“You get mad, but what else are you
going to do?”

A former city official agreed.

“You couldn’t
buy houses out-
side the area”
said Kenneth
Stratton, Cham-
paign’s  first
black alderman,
who served two
terms from
1960-65. “We
weren’t- allowed
to. It (the North
End) was a con-
glomerate of the
poor and middle

BRIDGEWATER

class.”

But North End residents saw
Some improvement in the early
1960s, when the federal govern-
ment offered funding to rehabili-
tate the neighborhoods. The Urban
Renewal program was designed to
“clear out slum area by acquiring
the property, demolishing it and
clearing out the area,” according to
William Sweat, a housing rehabili-
tation specialist with the city of
Lhampaign.

“The entire northeast area was
designed as an urban renewal area
because of dilapidated and slum

WOu&aoPm.n Sweat said.
& Roughly 225 acres in the area

gouth of Bradley Avenue, east of

;)
H

! When Allen Rivers bought his
:house on East Park Avenue in
jnorth Champaign in 1950, the
: neighborhood was thriving.
' His grandfather and brother had
- a “nickel and dime” store on Poplar
Street. And Davis’ Grocery Store
was just a block away.
There also were black-owned bar-

,\ ber shops and beauty salons, and

several taverns.

There was even a black-owned
néewspaper — The Illinois Times —
published out of Blanche Harris’
North End home.

And 91-year-old Ida Banks remem-
bered how the neighborhood
teen-agers would gather at her hus-
band’s Bank’s Old-Fashioned Barbe-
que on East Washington Street to
eat and “dance the night away.”

But no more.

“When the Negroes started mov-
ing in, the businesses were flour-
ishing,” Rivers said. “Now we
haven’t got a decent business place
in the North End.”

ey

tuC viack
Ay G

- n

Neighborhoo

the Illinois Central Railroad tracks,
north of University Avenue and
west of Wright Street was targeted
to be cleared by urban renewal in
the mid-1960s and early 1970s.

THE DILAPIDATED and con-
demned homes along Bradley Ave-
nue between Fourth and Fifth
Streets were razed to make room for
what is now called Mansard Square
— a low-income housing project.
Areas around the Douglass Center
on North Fifth and Eureka Streets
also were part of urban renewal,
Sweat said.

During urban renewal, 951 people
or 210 families were displaced,
Bridgewater said. Five of those fam-
ilies were white. Since most of the
housing on the North End area was
Substandard, the families had to re-
locate to other areas.

But there was no fair housing law
before 1968, and blacks were limit.
ed in neighborhoods they could
move to. Few real estate agents
would even show blacks homes out-
side the North End, Bridgewater
said.

“They still had restricted proper-
ties on the books,” Bridgewater
said, referring to real estate proper-
ty books marked “restricted,”
which prohibited certain homes

from being shown to blacks.
But in 1968, Champaign Mayor

d, businesses

Rivers said he doesn’t know what
happened to the business section of
the North End. .

But longtime resident George
Pope said the businesses were run
out by larger companies.

The lot where the Douglass Cen-
ter Annex now sits, at 804 N. Fifth
St., C, once housed a grocery store.

Another grocery store on Eureka
and Bradley streets was forced out
of business because of larger gro-
cery stores, he said.

There were also three black-
owned funeral homes — McHaney,
Campbell and Parker. Only Parker,
which became Bluitt-Parker Funer-
al Home several years ago, remains,
Pope said.

Rivers said part of the problem
was the lack of financial support
from the community. No one seems
interested in investing in the North
End anymore because of its appear-
ance, he said.

In addition, many of the North
End houses that once belonged to

Virgil Wikoff approved a fair hous-
ing ordinance that prohibited dis-
crimination in housing.

THE ORDINANCE STATED that it
was “unlawful real estate practice
and a violation . . . for any owner or
other person to sell or lease a real
Property on terms, conditions or
privileges that discriminate be-
tween persons because of race, col-
or, religion and national origin.”

Some displaced black families
moved to the Garden Hills area in
northwest Champaign. Others
moved to homes on State and Ran-
dolph streets and to the Southwood
area in southwest Champaign.

Most of the blacks, though, re-
mained on the North End because
it had become their home, Bridge-
water said. The blacks involved in
urban renewal were anxious to
move out, she said, because it was
the first chance they had to move
to other neighborhoods.

“Before, they (blacks) couldn’t
move, and that’s why they wanted
to,” Bridgewater said. “Now there’s
a choice and their choice was here.

I'm happy here,” she continued.
“If I won the lottery, I'd still stay
here.” \

Tuesday: The future of the North
End.

once thrived

families who “took pride in” their
neatly kept lawns and yards are
noew rundown. Some of the houses
are boarded up.

The streets have potholes. And
the cracked and broken sidewalks
and curbs that pose a hazard to pe-
destrians haven’t been repaired in
years, Rivers said.

“It (North End) has gone down,”
Rivers said. “The city didn’t do
some of the things it was supposed
to. But we've done some of the dam-
age ourselves.”

Despite the grim outlook, howev-
er, there is hope for the North End
Rivers said.

He predicted the University of Il
linois would continue to move
north, buying up property and re
habilitating north Champaign.

“I say there’s g chance for im
provement,” he said. “The Univers;j
ty of Illinois will put money into i*
Someday where I'm sitting will b
the university.” )

— CHERYL THOMPSO!
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| Pfc. Charles H. Rivers ]
Serving in IQ@T k| 1954 .
" Marine Pfc. Charles H. Riv-|
.18, son of A. A. Rivers, 40514 E.!
{Park St., Champaign, and husbandl
jof Mrs. Vivian Rivers, 507 N. 5th,
St., is serving in Korea with the!

‘First Marine Aircraft \’Ving. f

3 Alexanud;zr', Weds, :
In Saturday Ceremony

In the office of Justice of the
Peace J. M. Griffith, at 11 p. m.

—

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Clark
Alexander, 608 Ngq '
became the bride o
£rs, son of Mr. and
Rivers, 405% East Par

“ne N ol

_—

4

she accented with whi

|ies. She had, a corsagé 0
vari-colored wers. Heg
i|wore a pale b Qeer - &

.|lighted her ensembI® wit
sage of white carnati®es

Centering the bride’
the reception in the hoke of her

ave tonight on
[a wedQling tripf tg Michigan and

was. graduated

om Champaign high school and
v, employed at Delta Tau Delta
‘Mternity on campus.
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Saturday Mliss Vivian Alexander;|
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- Rivers Named.
| - On Cop Force
- InUhmpgien
- Board Xﬁi\"(;ilh‘cé's‘(‘First
Colored Policeman in

City’s History; Plan
- Examinations.

Allen A. Rivers, colored, W &F
g———t— 2
given & probationary uppomlmem
4o the Champaign police force by

the fire and police ﬁqglﬂi_?ii?n
wyesday afternoon, it was ‘&an-
nounced by R. A. Stipes, Jr., s€C-
retary. The appointment ie eifec-
- tive immediately.- 3

Rivers was high man on the po-
Jice department eligible list, es-
£ tablished a short time ago by ex-
amination. £ :

According io the _practises of
the police department, his appoint-
. ment will be temporary for - six
_ months, after which, if he ‘h&%
- proved satisfactory, ‘he will he
made @ regular member of the
* force. During the probationary per-
= jod his salary will be $140 a:momh
*  Goes on Night Force €
He will be mssigned to the sight
* force, on a beat in-the northeast
" gection of this cify. - 2 3

. Rivers will be the first eolored
. police officer in Champaign in Te-
- eent years. Before making the ap-
- pointment, the police commission
" checked the use of colored police-
© men-in neighboring cities, Secre-
~ tary Stipes said. They found that

Bloomington, with colored popula-
tion of 650, had three colored po-
3 * Yice: Danville with 2,565 colored
§ population had two colored police-
" men; Decatur with 1,550 colored
- population had one colored palice-
" man, and Springfield with 3,324
. eolored population  had  three
- eolored policemen. Champaign's
3 eolored population is 1,598.

.. The school poard has already
~ recognized the colored population
- of Champaign by employing a col-

pred janitor and a full staff of col-
v ored teachers at Lawhead school,
Mr. Stipes pointed out.

Patrolman Lyle Jochim, who has
been serving on a probationary ap-
—~intment since Feb. 1, will be
piaced on a 1. d.al basis ;Aug. 1,
. according to Secretary Stipes.

Extend Vacation i

Patroiman Leo Hanley was
granted two weeks additional vaca-
~tion without pay by the commis-
* sion. Hanley's vacation starts Sept.

1 and he will return to duty Oct.
. 1. The vacancy will be fitled “dur-
mg the second two weeks of his
gbsence by the top man on the
extra list, Stipes said

An order for all members of the
police and fire department 10
submit to a ‘physical examination
. will be issued at once, Stipes said.

The examinations, which will be
" eonducted annual during the!
. present adminstration at least. will
be given this year by Dr. G. D.|
Gernon.

. A special police commission for!
 Plumbing Inspector Martin H.

Turner was approved by the com- |
mission Tuesday. \ {
© The commission also recommen-
ded to Mayor Flynn that 2 private
- telephone be established in the!
. police chief’s office. '
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2 charged

ft fg ht \
after fight |
{ Two men were arrested early |
Saturday after a fight near 3rd,
land Green streets, Champaign. |
Arrested were Benjamin Al
Dozier, 21, of 909 S. 1st St
Champaign, and Charlie Rivers,!
121, of 105 E. Daniel St., Cham-|
| paign. Both were charged with
disorderly conduct while Rivers
also was charged with aggravat-i

. edT%Mﬂ)pl!}ign polllibjgnzger-l'

led the call. Six person reported;
being attacked by a group of |
seven youths. The Police saw|
la group of youths running as!
|they prepared to return to the!
lice station. {
Officers arrested Dozier im-|
{mediately and Rivers was later
arrested by University of Il
nois police near 1st and Green|
d streets. . :
| Dozier was taken to Burnham'
Hospital where he was treated!
Ifor a cut on his head and had!
lhis shoulder X-rayed.

Both were turned over to the
| champaign County Jail. Dozier
was released on $50 bond, and
Rivers was still being held late
|Saturday-



Mrs. Allan Rivers, Sr.,

Dies; Services Friday
Mrs. Allan A Riyers, St...46, of
4041, EAETPETK avenue, wite of
Champaign Police Officer Allan A.
Rivers, died at 1:40 p. m. Wednes-
day in Burnham hospital after an
illness of three years.

Funera! services will be held at
2 p. m. Friday in Salem Baptist
church. Rev. R. L. Lillard, pastor,
will officiate. Burial will be in
Mount Hope cemetery. The Me-
Haney funeral home is in charge.

Serving as pallbearers will be R.
{ M. Scott, Nathan Williams, Robert
|Earnest, Theato Bowles, Gus Dix-
on, and Richard R. Edwards.

Mrs. Rivers was born May 20,
02, in Fulton, Ky., the daughter
of Henry and Eliza Simpson. She
moved to Champaign with her par-
lents as a child. Mr. Simpson died
| about 20 years ago. '

On Feb. 15, 1923, she was mar-
Yiried to Mr. Rivers in Champaign.
| The couple celebrated its 25th wed-
ding anniversary in 1948,

An active member of Salem Bap-
tist church, Mrs. Rivers was a past
matron of Deborah chapter, Order
||* of the Eastern Star. She was also
a member of the Illinois and In-
diana Automobile club.

Besides her husband, she leaves
her mother, Mrs. Eliza Simpson,
103 East Church street, Cham-
Ipaign; two daughters, Mrs. Betty
Roberts and Miss Dorothy M. Riv-
|ers; three scns, Charles H., Allan
A., Jr., and Richard Eugene, all
at home; two sisters, Mrs. Rose

tovall, 103 East Church sireet
and Mrs. Lena Featherstone, Ful-
tggL' Ky., and one brother, Fred
; D Stmpson,-Lansing, " Mich.
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