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And all of North First Street 
could benefit along with it. 

Lodge and city offic~s broke 
around at 208 N. First St. this 

ContInued from A-1 

to help move projects along on 
First Street. 

The city is providing the 
lodge with a $296,000 loan, 
about half what it needs for the 
$550,000 project to rebuild its 
building. 

The lodge demolished a 
weathered, two-story building 
to make way for a new, one-sto­
ry, 6,000-square-foot building 
that would also occupy two va­
cant lots to the north. The build­
ing is designed so that a second 
floor could be added. 

Lodge members are also con­
tributing more than $100,000 in 
sweat equity, Johnson said. 
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see LODGE," 

"This place is being built with 
chewing gum and nails;" be 
joked. , 

The Lodge is the second 
groundbreaking in six or seven 
months, Stonehouse noted. after 
the Rose & Taylor Barber Shop 
and Beauty Parlor's $255,000 
project to build a new building 
at 124 N. First St. The city is 
contributing a $107,000 grant 
toward the work. 

"It's absolutely good for the 
community," she said. "It will 
draw more traffic to the area. ' 
People are trying to get off the 
ground with a new restaurant. 
We're getting more and more 
calls asking about city incen­
tives." 

The.cltY,"is nOt aIoDiaa help­
ing rd>ujlcI North PhJt, Street. 
The Cbailipaign Countt·,Region­
at Planp,tng CQ~mis~, Com­
munity Development Commis­
sion and the Small 'Business 
Development Center also are 
connected with the project. 

Severns Reid and Associates 
serves as architect. John 
Severns has been instrumental 
in rethinking the architecture 
of North First Street, historical­
ly a minority-owned business 
district, Johnson said. 

The city first adopted the 
North First Street Redevelop­
ment Plan in April 1996 in an 
attempt to revive the 100, 200 
and 300 blocks of the street. 
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