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CU Opens a Second Weekly Farmers Market

Story date: Thursday, June 18, 2009

Starting Thursday, Champaign-Urbana will have two farmers markets.

The parking lot just north of Champaign Police headquarters will be the site of the
North First Street Farmers Market every Thursday afternoon and early evening.  Its
coordinator, Wendy Langacker says it’s not meant to compete with Urbana’s long-
running Market on the Square Saturday mornings – instead, it’s meant to put fresh
food within walking distance of a neighborhood where it’s been hard to find in the
past.

“For a lot of people in this neighborhood it might be difficult,” Langacker said.  “Even
for people who live across the (CN) tracks, in downtown condos and apartments, it’s
still a ways away. So it’s a nice way to bring fresh food to people in this downtown
area.”

Langacker says 26 vendors expect to have booths at the market, including a few
merchants from the North First Street area.  The farmers market will also include
entertainment each week.  Its 11-week run wraps up at the end of August.
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