


BLACK PEOPLE AND THE 1980 CENSUS 
PROCEEDINGS FROM A CONFERENCE ON THE POPULATION UNDERCOUNT 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS ............................................................•................................ iii 
INTRODUCTION .......................................................................•...•.............................• 1 

OPENING PLENARY: BLACK PEOPLE AND THE 1980 CENSUS: THE UNDERCOUNT AND WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT 
Opening Remarks Ronald Bailey .............................................................•.... 22 

Executive Director, illinois Council for Black Studies 

Introduction of Speaker 

Speaker 

Response 

Response 

Stanley D. Moore ............................................................... 27 
Regional Director (Chicago) 
Bureau of the Census 

"Adjusting for Missing Data: Whether, When, and How?" ................•............................. 28 
George Hall 

Deputy Director, Bureau of the Census 

Doris Saunders ................................................................. 47 
Department of Mass Communication 
Jackson State University 
Chair, Census Bureau Advisory Committee on the Black Population 

William J. Wilson ..............................•......................•......... 51 
Chair, Department of Sociology 
University of Chicago 

Discussion ................................................................................................•............ 56 

PANEL: RACISM AND THE NUMBERS GAME 
Moderator Cheryl Johnson ..................................•...............•.. ' ............ 82 

Chair, Afro·American Studies Program 
Loyola University and Co·Chair, Illinois Council for Black Studies 

Comments and Paper "Racism and the Numbers Game: A Critique of the Census Enumeration ...•.•............ , •. , ........... 85 
of Black People and A Proposal for Action" 

Gerald McWorter 
Director, Afro-American Studies and Research Program, University of 

Illinois (Urbana); Co·Chair, Illinois Council for Black Studies 

Comments and Paper "The Synthetic Method: Its Feasibility for Deriving the Census Undercount .............................. 171 

Comments 

Discussion 

for States and Local Areas" 
Robert Hill 

Director of Research 
National Urban League 
Former Chair, Census Bureau Advisory Committee on the Black 

Population 

"The Black Undercount and Political Issues" ........................••....... , ............ " ...... , .233 
Henry Kirksey 

Jackson, Mississippi 
Mississippi State Senate 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 •• 0' 
272 

PANEL: THE CENSUS AND BLACK ELECTED OFFICIALS 
Moderator Gerald McWorter ..............•................................................ 285 

Illinois Council for Black Studies 

Comments Bennett Stewart (Chicago) .......................••............................. 285 

Discussion 

Comments 

Paper 

Discussion 

U.S. House of Representatives 
294 

.............................. ~;~~~~ .~~~~~.~~~ ~~~;~~~~;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :296 
Illinois State Senate 

305 "The Census and Black Elected Officials" ..........................••.............................. 
Albert Vann (Brooklyn) 

New York State Assembly 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0' 
319 

. WORKSHOP: THE CENSUS UNDERCOUNT 
Moderator William Exum, Chair ........•..................•..••................. " ......... 338 

African-American Studies Department 
Northwestern University and Illinois Council for Black Studies 

Phillip H~use~, Depart~ent of Sociology (Emeritus) ................................. 338 
University of Chicago; Former Acting Director, Bureau of the Census 

Rev. George Riddi~k, Operation PUSH ............................................ 351 
Former Chair, Census Bereau Advisory Committee on the Black 

Population 

Overview 

Black Undercount 

Asian American Undercount 
WIlliam Liu, Sociology Department ......................... . 

University of IllinOis (Circle) ..................... 361 

Cens~s Bureau Advisory Committee on the Asian-American Popula-
tion 

Native-American Undercount 

Hispanic Undercount 
Susan Power, Native American Community .................................•..•... 371 

Eva Vera, ~irector-~hicago Census Project ...................................... 375 
MeXican-American Legal Defense and Education Fund (M.A.L.D.E.F.) 

Paper "Hispanics and the 1980 Census" by Esther Estrada (M.A.L.D.E.F.) .......................•............. 381 
Discussion ....................... . 

.................................................................................. •• 398 

WORKSHOP: THE BLACK COMMUNITY AND THE CENSUS 
Moderator 

Education 

Health 

Housing 

Mississippi 

Community Development 

Paper 

Census Bureau 

David Johnson, Chair ............................ . 
Urban (Black) Studies ................ '" " ..... " .. 414 

Thornton Community College and Illinois Council for Black Studies 
Manford Byrd, Deputy Superintendent. .. . . . . . . . . 417 

Chicago Board of Education .. . .....................••....•.. 

EdwargoPmalmher'd Exe, cutive Director ..................................•.•.......•.. 420 
P ran, nco 

Wyman Winston, Director • 
South Shore Housing'6~~t~~""""""""""""""""""""""" .425 

Les Rang~, Director ...................................................•..... " 455 
Office of Black Economic Development . 
Mississippi Research and Development Center 

Leon Finney, President .............................. . 464 
The Woodlawn Organization (T.W.O.) ......................... . 

"Neighborhood Economic Development: Myth or Fact?" ..................................•....•...•.. 469 

Mary Grady,. Regional.Community Services .................................•.....• 495 
Coordinator (Chicago), Bureau of the Census 

Discussion ................................................................................................•.•......... 502 

WORKSHOP: BLACK STUDIES AND THE CENSUS 
Moderator 

Paper 

Paper 

Paper 

Paper 

Essie Rutledge, Chair. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 515 
Afro-American Studies Department ........................... . 

Western Illinois University and Illinois Council for Black Studies 

"Studying the Black ~:~:!~n~~~!~n~~e 1980 Census" ............................................•.. 534 

Assistant Chief, Population Division, Bureau of the Census 
"The New Disenfranchisement: The Census The Undercount 

and Black Power in Electoral Politics" ' ...............................•.......... 534 
Ronald Bailey 

African-American StudieS/POlitical Science Departments North
western University and illinOis Council for Black St~dies 

"Census Data in Research, Teaching, and Studying the Conditions of Black Women" 
Linda WIlliams .................... 601 

Department of POlitical Science 
Howard University 

"The Significance of the Black Population Undercount in the Production 626 
and Use of Health and Mortality Statistics" ......................•.•....... 

Robert Davis 
Department of Sociology/Social Service 
North CarOlina A& T University 

Discussion 
. ...................................................................................................•.•..... 641 

CLOSING PLENARY 
Convenors 

Cheryl Johns~n and Ger~ld ,McWorter ......................................•.•..• 645 
Co-Chairs of the illinOis CounCil for Black Studies 

APPENDIX 
Promotional Brochure for "Black People and the 1980 Census: 

A Conference on The Population Undercount" (October 1979) 
............................................................. 681 



671 

how the undercount is tied together with all federal money 

that could be used to benefit the Black com:r:mnity like 

revenue sharing and block grant funds. Instead of getting 

our fair share, we are being undercounted and we don't have 

an understanding of how this is happening, so we haven't 

created a mechanism to see that this kind of discriminatory 

and racist practice is stopped. 

GERALD McWORTER: Yesterday we heard from the Na-

tional Urban League, and now I'd like to calIon the brother 

from the Urban League of Champaign-Urbana to see what his 

reaction to the conference has been. 

ROBERT BROWN: I didn't think you were going to call 

on me, being from a small place like Champaign-Urbana. I 

think that, overall, I've heard different perspectives here 

at the conference that have helped in my gathering informa

tion. When I first attended this conference I didn't 

exactly know what to expect. I heard the perspective of a 

demographer: I also heard a social science perspective 

about the importance of quantitative data, of looking at 

ourselves, trying to develop policies, and trying to obtain 

funds. I have been thinking about the experiences I've 

had in the Urban League in Champaign County in terms of 

planning. When I started doing work in planning, there 

was no census data there and nothing from the health plan

ning board: there were no statistics to look at. I went 
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out and developed the statistics. Would you believe that 

people started calling the Urban League office to try to 

develop proposals, to try to get their social agencies, 

that weren't specifically dealing with Blacks, but were 

considering the quality of life in general, to listen. 

We have quite a few poor people in certain parts of our 

community. Now they have someone going around asking ques

tions of various agencies about how many people do you 

serve, how many Blacks are in this program, and how many 

minorities are in this target area that you're working in. 

These agencies have started calling. 

One useful thing is to go out and collect the data 

that's available, and let it be known that you're collect

ing data. Another thing is not to deal only with the 

quantitative aspect, because once you collect the data you 

can show it to anybody out there, in the neighborhood, 

and they will say, "That is phony, that's bad data." What 

I hear here on the professional level is that even with 

our estimates of error, we don't often know what the qual

ity of the data is that we're looking at. So let's not 

get into a God-complex on data. Let's start looking at 

other avenues in terms of studies that take a case study 

approach, a profile. The Urban League is going across the 

country and doing national surveys from'a Black and minor

ity perspective. But most of all, we need to develop our

selves as individuals to have a different self-concept and 
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a different philosophy on how we approach things. This 

is the broadest thing that I think that we could actually 

find--whether you're an agency, an individual, or from a 

professional background. Yes, let's go out and get the 

quantitative things that are available; let's start work

ing with that data. But let's also encourage a qualita

tive perspective, a new self-concept in terms of our 

identity. Let's not just look at "minority" as a quanti

tative way of doing things because the data ain't correct 

noway, and the name of the game can always change. Thank 

you. 

GERALD MCWORTER: I'd like to calIon Stan Moore, 

Regional Director of the u.S. Census Bureau. While he's 

coming to the microphone, let me just say that it was many 

months ago that we had the first conversation about the 

conference. Had it not been for the commitment of Stan 

Moore to support this conference, it wouldn't have been 

held. We owe a great debt to him, more than,to anybody 

else, for providing full cooperation and an open door to 

have the conference. Thank you. 

STAN MOORE: Thanks a lot. I was hoping you would 

keep that part quiet. (Laughter.) I'm very impressed. 

From those days when we started talking about' the conference, 

and to have corne this far has really impressed me and the 

other members of the Census Bureau that ha~ebeen in the 
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audience. I am the Regional Director for the Chicago Re

gion, and I'd like to tell you a little about that. When 

I came to Chicago and started working as the regional di-

rector, I didn't see very many minorities coming around the 

office. With the help of Mrs. Grady and the other staff 

we have interested minorities in the census and what these 

figures could do. One day Rev. Riddick walked in and 

surprised the hell out of me, because he was looking for 

some statistics to find out how many farms we Blacks have 

lost in the South. Then he started asking other ques-

tions and I realized that we did have some brothers around 

that were asking some of those questions, as were all of 

the othe~ people from the minority population that were 

corning in. 

We've talked about the decennial census today, but 

the Census Bureau is also involved in other surve'ys. To 

give you an idea, we are constantly out taking surveys.-

surveys such as annual housing statistics. We're looking 

at the housing market) we put out crime statistics; the 

national crime survey; the longitudinal manpower survey; 

the current population survey; those statistics that corne 

out every month on the number of people employed and un

employed. All of this comes from the Census Bureau. The 

business statistics that you read about--we're out collect-

ing those on a weekly, monthly, and annual basis. We 

could go on and on about all of the statistics that come 




