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Interview With Pete Bridgewater
| o Hmmﬁmzﬂwuﬁm and thea-
ters were segregated.

“Black bands and enter-
tainers played in an

by Lizette Smith
/& Marc Zimmerman

Pete Bridgewater,

is a local disc
jockey who delivers the
best in jazz and blues
on radio station WDWS.
You can also hear him
on Monday nights spin-—
ning records at Nicci's
a late-night club on
University Avenue in
Urbana. He has seen
the black community in
Champaign-Urbana change
greatly from the time
he came here following
his high school days in
Tuscola.

Recalling his ex-
periences as a bass
fiddle playex during
the 1940s when big
bands played "the black
‘circuit",. Bridgwater
said fortunately he
learned to read music.
He landed his first job
in fact, when he re-

. Blacks,

placed Bo Diddley in
the Jerry Lynch Band.
Diddley could not read
music and would play
through the bar ar-
rangement.

Bridgewater later
formed his own band .

.. and established rela-

tionships and rapport
with many big band
performers. He was . .the
first black in the C-U
musicians union.

then, he ex-
plained, were forced to
join a union in Spring-
field and then were
allowed to play here

by paving the local
white union 15 cents on
every dollar earned.
He says he keeps his
union card current

even now. -

Reflecting on his
years as a musician,
Bridgewater talked
about a time when
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talent,
skill ~~ each musician

" Martin Luther King,

._mmmmavww meH then lo-

cated at the mwﬁm of
the ocHHmnw Champaign

police station at First

Street dnd University
Avenue. Or, they
played, he said, i

the Rainbow Tavern,
where black community
residents and students

~alike congregated.

Bridgewater and °

‘other musicians used

these opportunities to

' talk informally with

performers, asking
questions about their
technigue, and

teaching another some-
thing more about music.
This exchange of ideas
gave rise to many ac-
complished musicians,
and Bridgewater said
he viewed this infor-
mal sharing of know-

ledge as a major

strength in the UHmow
community.

More generally, he
sald he was proud of
the black community
strength that grew out
of the work of Dr.

King's influance,
Bridgewater said, re-
sulted in a feeling of
"togetherness: that
made the community
strounger than it had
been. People are bet-

ter organized, not only

u HWPZP FREE LIBRARY
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in groups, but "organ-
ized as individuals”,
Bridgewater contends.
"Something just flowed
between blacks out of
admiration for Martin
Luther King," he said.

Statement
ok
‘Purpose

by The Editorial Staff

We hope the blatk
community newspaper
will be for you. For:
the young and old in
you and the black and
brown and yvellow and
white in you. For the
part of you that rare-
ly finds a place in the
mainstream media. We
hope it will be news
for you, fun for you,
serious and on target
for you. We want this
paper to showcase the
strengths of those we
know to be survivors.
and build on these
strengths for a Umﬂﬁmn
‘community. _

We hope that a

black community news—

paper will hold a
positive vision for a
community rich in her-
itage and human re-
sources. We are de-
serving of a vehicle

“through which to pre-

sent our concerns, com-

municate our ideas and

share our victories. A
black community news-
paper is necessary to
forge a unity among us

while renewing and
enhancing a belief in

.our own power to direct

our lives. .This news-
paper could be an out-
let for local news, ad-
vertisement and public
interest stories that
concern the Champaign-—
Urbana black community.
Help us fill thes pages
with evidence of what
is right in the black
commanity.  We welcome
you to participate in
any way. This is your
NewsSDaper.......use itl
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Interview With

By Lizette Smith &
Marc Zimmerman

Staff: What are the

hidden strengths of

the Champaign-Urbana
Black community?

V-S: I think the deep

religious faith and the

people themselves are
“two great strengths.
The people in the black
community have a tre-
mendous network. There
is also the Douglass
Library. That's a great
untapped resource.

Staff: What do Mon mean:
by a network in the
- 'Black QOEBﬁquMu.

V-5: The connections
among people and be-

“tween organizations is

the kind of network of

.I'm talking about. But
we are far from our
potential regarding the

behefits the 5mﬁ€0HWm
‘can have. -

Staff: What networks
are there and how can
they be developed?

V=-S: I guess 1 see it

.as unlinked chains. A

chain is a network but
sometimes there are

‘missing. links that pre-

vent networks from
connecting. " -For exam—
Ple: you have the net-

_ —_ S , _
The Urban League of
O_::Bﬂm-m- Oo-:uﬂ%

ww Vernon Barkstall

The Urban League
of Champaign County
was founded in 1962.
The first executive
director was Robert
0. Bowles. The pre-
sent executive di-
rector, Vernon L.
Barkstall assumed the
helm in 1966, estab-
lishing him as on of
the longest standing
executive directors
among Urban League
affiliates today.

The Urban League
is a United Way Agency,

serving black and poor
people throughout the
country. Some of its

programs follows:

Weatherization Program:
Designed t¢© help home-
owners and renters
‘'save money by making
their homes energy
efficient, the wea-
terization crew pro-
vides services such as
weatherstrippiing,
caulking, insulation,
and installing storm
doors and windows.

Both renters and home-
owners that meet the
necessary income
guidelines are mHHQPUHm.

The HHHHbon Home .
Energy Assistance Pro-
gram: Gives financial
support to those hav-
ing difficulty paying
bills and/or who face
the prospect of hav-
ing their power turn-—
ed off. Income guide-

lines apply.

The Seniors in Commun-
ity Service Program:
Provides subsidized
employment for senior
citizens over 55 and
support services'in a
number of areas. One
objective of this pro-
gram is to find unsub-
sidized employment for
seniors. A regualar
monthly meeting is
held to inform seniors
in this program about
the benefits avaliable
to them.

In addition to
these programs,; the
Urban League has inti-
ated several other
community related pro-
jects: a newsletter
entitled The Reporter;
The State of Black
Champaign County, a
comprehensive empiri-
cally based demogra-
phic study of the eco-
nomic conditions of
black residents; and a
series of community
forums which are held
on the first Wednesday
of each month. The
annual dinner of the
Urban League is a
significant time for
membership recruitment
and fund-raising. This
year, the keynote ad-
dress was delivered by
the internationally
acclaimed vocalist and

‘Grammy Award winner,

William Warfield.

Anyone interested
in future activities
and/or membership in
the Urban League

-should QmHH 356~ meh

‘and old people,

work (or chain) of
churches in the black
community and you have
the network around
Douglass Library, but
those networks don't
combine forces to help
each other develop in
positive ways. Nowy if
you could somehow de-~
velope connecting links
that would really
strengthen everyone in-
volved and then some.

" Other unlinked chains
-include elderly groups,

Black greek organiza-

- tions, art groups like
‘Symmetry and the Urban
" League.

Now there's a

national link! The

nice thing about net-
- works and linkages is
~that they're free.

Staff: What are some

links that can be made? '

V-5: Well, for one you
can link young people
gener-—

ations apart, but both

‘can help each other.

Elderly citizens are a
wealth of information
of our WHmﬁOH%, of

.where we've come mHOE.

The youth have energy

and visions of where we
can go. Who knows what
can happen when we get
these two groups toge-
ther.
ing to ask how do we
get these two groups

© together, right? Well,

for one, young people
can help seniors with
yvard work, or snow
shoveling or just
friendly visits while
the seniors can pass on
insights bout growing
up in C-U or give peo-
ple a sense of their
heritage in C-U. The
nice think is we al~-

. ready have seniors

groups at Douglass Cen~

“ter and youth groups

like the Boys or Girls
Clubs. If we got re-
presentatives from the .
black social clubs and
other community organ-
izations together in
one room maybe we can
figure out what we can
do to connect people..
It keeps people inform-
ed about what's going
on in the different
networks in town and
creates a new network
of people who don't
usually get together.
Look at the church net-
work again. Churches
could have a data bank
on people's skills so
trades could bhe made

. .come in.

Library.
‘They're wvery knowledge-

I know you're go-

Dorothy Vickers-~ Shelly

between people with
different needs and
skills they can offer.
And the ministerial
alliance is already
there to help people
make connections. The
possibilities are
endless.

Staff: You also men-—
tioned Douglass Library
as a hidden strength.
Could you tell me a
little mUOSﬁ it? _

V-3: Well, you know
it located near :
Douglass Park, but few
people use it. Infor-

~ " mation of any kind is

at anyone's fingertips;
all they have to do is
It's part of
the Lincoln Trails
Library System so if
we don't have the in-
formation in Douglass
Library we can get it
from other libraries
in the system. That
includes the state
library in Springfield
Champaign or Urbana
public libraries and
even the Graduate
Library at the Univ. of
Illincis. Then there's
the staff at Douglass
They're great.

able about happenings
in the black community.
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C-.&v: League Report:

Single Mothers, Our New Poor

By Bruce Ambuel

nrmﬂwmwms County is
a tough:place to live
if you arg a mother
trying: to raise a fam—
ily alone. According
to a new report by

 Champaign County Urban

League, -entitled: The
State of Black Cham-

- paign County, poverty

has increased drama-—
tically among single-
mother families. :Black
single-mothers have .
been hit hardest. In
quo~ 539 Black famil-
ies were living in

.@0<mHﬁM in meawmwmw
~~ County.

One half of
these families were

run by women. By 1980,
672 Black families were

" were living in poverty,
‘and 75% or 498 families,

were run by women.
During these same 10
years, poverty also-in-
creased among poor _
white female-headed
families. In 1970, 1

“out of 5 poor white

families were headed by
women, kut by 1980, 1°

out of 3 were headed by
women. The ranks of .

" the poor are increas-=

ingly made up of fami-
lies supported only by
women.. Single Black
mothers are being hit
the hardest.

This is only one
of the provacative
findings presented in
The State of Black
Champaign County. The
Urban League report is
a profile of the living
conditions and economic
conditione among the
Black community in
Champaign County. The
report was edited and

- compiled by John

M€clendon and Mary
Blackstone. Copies
are available at the
Urban League office,
17 Taylor Street in
downtown Champaign.
In addition to chap-
ters on the social
and economic condi-
tions of Black Cham-
paign County, the re-

port features a group

of factual essays on
Champaign County au-
thored by local resi-
dents and faculty
members at the Uni-
versity of Illinois.
These essays include
chapters by Taylor
Thomas on Black His-
tory, Violet Marie
Malone on female-
headed households,
Earl R. Jones on hous-
ing and land, Paul E.

.. 'port is,

"County,

Parker on Blacks and
high technology, James
Anderson on education, -
Willie Nesbit on Park-

.land College and

Robert SmmWHnmﬁoa on
human services.

. The Urban Hmmmﬁm s
goal in writing the re-
according to -
M¢Clendon, to act as a

- catalyst and encourage

action in the Black
community. As a re-
sult the report makes
no recomendations.
Vernon Barkstall, Ex-
cutive Director of the.
Urban League, explain-
ed "We are painfully
aware of the history
and perhaps political
ploy, wherein 'blue
ribbon panels' are
commissioned to study
a problem, file a re-
port and go out 6E-
existence with thée

report promtly for--

gotten. Often only a

few people are involved |
in proposing solutions

to the problems ident-
ified." Instead of
recomendations, the
Urban League will be
organizing a series of
community forums and
retreats were members
of the Black community

“can develop solutions-

based upon community
needs. The Urban
League 1s challenging
the community to write
their own recomenda-
tions and solutions.
Other highlights

. from The State of Black

Champaign County:

——Champaign County's

-~ Black population is
are under

young, 353%,
18 years of age.

-~The family is strong
in Black Champai

68% of thé
Black households are

families.

~-Unemployment is a
serious problem. County
unemployment is 9.8%
for Black workers and
only 4% for White
workers.

~—=Blacks are at the-

hottom of the economic
ladder in Champaign
County. The average
Blak income in Cham-
paign County is
$15,721, while the
average White income
is $25,397.

--The number of Black
families earning more
than $25,000 per year
increased dramatically
from 8 in 1970 to mmp

.in 1980.

f Museum,.

‘

In A1l
"My Years

_mnrue-n of O—am-. Black Hnmac-na,,

by WmM505m wwmww i

In All My Years is
an exhibit and a book
of 52 distinctive pho-
tographs of older Black
residents of Champaign=-
Urbana. It is intended
to acknowledge the con-
tribution of Blacks to

the history and cluture

of the twin cities.

grant mHOS ﬁsm Illinois
Arts Council.
Charlotte Nesbit,

Director of the Douglass
Branch of the Champaign

“Public Library, which
"serves the city's Black
selected each

community,

of the participants and

- scheduled all photo
sessions during the

summmer of 1983.

To date, the photo-
graphs have been dis~
played at the Champaign
County Historical
Parkland Col-
lege Library, and the
Champaign Public Libr-
ary. The two libraries
as well as the museum,
initially sponsored the
project with a grant
through the Illinois
State Library and a

The photographs are
‘currently available as
a traveling exhibit.
The book is also avail-
able at the museum and
most local bookstores.
In All My Years has
been so well receivéd
‘that preparations are
underway for a second
set of photographs to
compliment the book
and exhibit.
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December 1982,
is the culmination of a
~collective idea that

SYMMETRY
Artists
no-—can-_<a

Oﬂmmuwnmm_wﬂ_mmﬂww

Black visual and per-

forming artists in this’

community have had for
years. The need for a

.,=mﬁw@0Hﬁ= group to help

promote Black arts has
been a major concern

for many of these Black

artists, and it is

~ hoped that Symmetry

will £ill that need.
The term symmetry sim-
ply means uniforminty,
form and beauty based
on excellence of pro-
portion. As an adjec-
tive, symmetric is the
sharing of ideas and

feelings. The term
expresses the basic
nature of the group,
comprised of artists

from many areas of the
fine and decorative
arts, with various
backgrounds and train-
ing. Symmetry forms
and unifies concepts
built upon the shar-
ing of ideas, experi-
ences and feelings of
the individual members.
Through this sharing.
come harmony which
makes it possible to
strive for excellence
as a group.

During Black His-
tory Month, Symmetry
had a variety of per-
formances and exhibi-
tions. The first held
Feb. 8 at the Illini
Union Show, featured.
many Black profession-
al talents from areas:
Musical features in-
cluded opera, jazz,
gospel, and classical;
several Visual Arts,
painting, drawing,
and sculpture were
featured. Many mmmwn
ions were featured,
from sportswear to
evening wear, as well
as Theatrical perfor-

mances such as dancers,.

poets, and actors.

A Visual Arts show
was presented at the
MCXinley Foundation.
On February 18th we
sponsored a show for
the young, gifted, and

talented geared toward
Douglass Center, in

Symmetry

N |

. Women's Conference.

- ter,
‘Student Association at

mw Paul E. Parker
Co-Director

I+ has been said
that the schools in

‘Champaign do a poor job

of educating Black
students. This may be
true except for those
students who elect to
follow the directives
of the Principal's
Scholars Program (PSP}.
The Principal's
Scholars Program (PSP)
was initiated in Cham-
paign-Urbana in 1980.
The major objectives
were to: (1) motivate
selected students to
meet academic chal- .
lenges; (2) motivate -
selected students to
select a high school
curriculum leading to

" four years of mathe-

matics, 3 years of
local board of educa=
tion requirements; (3)
practice competitive
skills through acade-
mic -contests in mathe-
matics, essay writing,

. science and speaking;

(4) expose students to

e —

e

which young artists

were featured in dance,

classical piano, and
soul music - it was a
grand time.

Symmetry also had
the opportunity to
take part of the pack-
age on the road. Tra-
veling to the Danville
Community College and
sharing a performance
with the Illinois State
Choir. The response
was very positive.

Symmetry also took
part in. the Black
‘ We
would like to thank
the Illinois Art Coun-
¢il for the Grant
money to present these
shows for Black History
Month along with our
co-sponsors, the Afro-
American Cultural Cen-
ter, the M®Rinley Foun-
dation, Douglass Ceén-
and the Black

Danville Community Col-
lege; and all the peo-
ple who helped and
supported us. Any
questions, comments,
or concerns — please
write us at: Symmetry,
Box 211, Champaign, Il
61820.

career fields ﬁﬁHOﬁ@w
speakers and visits to
special events at the
University or other
campuses; and (5} in-
volve parents in the
planning and suport
activities which are

‘developed for the

students.

Students. selected
for the program have
demonstrated the po-
tential for acadeéemic
excellence. By accept-
ing the invitation to
join PSP, the students
agrees to try the out-
lined curriculum, -the
parents agree to sup-
port the student, and
the school agrees to
try to schedule the
student into a meaning-
ful curriculum which
can lead to a solid

. pre-college program.

Although all graduates
may not attend college,
the objective is to
encourage the students
to prepare in such a
way that a career can
be chossen late in high
school or after enter-

ing college.

In Champailgn-Urbana
PSP activities center
on a meeting which is
held on the first Sat-
urday of the month at
the University's Dig-
ital Computer Labora-

_wu.--n-uv—.a mn-»o-v-.m -uu.om—.m-z

tory. These meetings
provide career infor-
mation on many fields,
and where possible in—
clude role models.
Included in some of the
meetings are the con— .
tests which allowy the
students to compete
against other program
participants in Chicago,
Decatur and East St.
Louis.

. Beginning in the
fall of 1984, a series

" of activities will also

begin for students in
the middle schools and
junior high schools.
This level of m0ﬂp<wﬁw,
will include even more
parent involvement be-
cause all trips for

‘cultural or historical

development will need
adult companions. In
those programs, acade-
mic emphasis will be
on preparing for the

high school curriculum.
Parents and students

interested in joining
the program-should
contact the principal
of their school, who
will put them in con-
tact with the PSP co-
ordinator at the
school. The result of
participating in PSP
will be a better pre-
pared high school grad-
unate with career op-
tions available.

P.S.P. Participant!
Finds Hope, Pride, & Strength

I became a partic-
ipant of the Princi-
pal's Scholar Program
when I was a freshman
at Centennial High
School. From the mo-
ment I attended the
first Principal's
Scholar meeting in
1981 to the present it
has been constantly
self-rewarding.

On the first Satur-
day of every month the
students have meetings
at the Digital Computer
Lab. At each meeting
we listen to lecture(s)
on various topics from
engineering to medicine.
This enables us to learn
about different careers.
One Saturday meeting in
particular enlighten ‘me.
I have always desired
to pursue medicine as my
future occupation. DL
Emwm Lee-Byrd spoke mﬂ

. cerns that I had.

this meeting and-
throughout her presen-
tation, she resolved so.
many gquestions and con-
When
I left the meeting, I
was determined to be-
come a doctor. I knew
that it would be a chal-
lenge and difficult, but
Dr. Lee-Byrd helped me
realize that I am needed.
During the year the
students are able to
participate in math,
science, essay, and
speech competitions
against other schools
that are associated with
the program. This year
I participated in every
contest that was held
and for the last three
years have entered the
Speech competition. In
my opinion, this is the

,EOmﬁ interesting and

(Continue Page 5)
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By Nathaniel Banks

The Northeast Area
Community Development.
Corporation (NACDC)
has always been con-
cerned about the phy-
sical, social, and
economic welfare of
residents in our area.
We have deemed it
necessary that the
community rally around
the issue of the Qak-
Ash area redevelopment.
Ta date, the city
council is considering
two options: 1) The
commercial development
of 2.5 of the 22 acres
vacant, and 2) finding
an independent devel-
oper to out-line a set
of plans. Progress in
making a decision is
slow. Members of
NACDC have observed a
catch-22 situation

ettt P e S M e

(P.S5.P. continued)
educational of all the
contests. I can say in
+ruth that I have bene-
fited greatly from ﬁwwm
experience.

This year students
from the Champaign-
Urbana area went on a
field trip to Purdue
University in West La-
fayette, Indiana. We
were given a tour of
the university and a
presentation by speakers
who were studying Elec-
tical Engineering.

' We are proud to have
excellent sponsors, peo-
ple who are dedicated to
helping and encouraging
students. Telling us
that regardless of the
handicaps we can achieve
whatever we want in
life. I feel that the
Principal's Scholar Pro-
gram is an invaluable
asset for minority stu-
dents. The variety of
academic competitions
and contests, monthly
career crientation meet-
ings, field trips to
college campuses, and
engineering open houses.
present opportunities to
students that they might
not have had.

I have done nothing
but benefited from this
program throughout high
school. It is one of
the best things that has
happened to me and I am
proud to be affiliated
with the Pricipal's
Scholars Program.

by Kimberly Hambrick.

( Ed. Note:

with regard to posi-
tive movement on Oak-
Ash area. On the one
hand, city officials
state that they can-
not develop the area
until the city coun-
cil decides what
should be done with
the undeveloged land.
The city council, in
contrast, states that
a project cannot be
detailed until the
city officials pro-
pose suggestions.
This apparent dead-
lock is especially
infuriating given
that the NACDC has
written several pro-
posals which are ig- .
nored because the city
council stated that
the Black community . is
not represented by
NACDC. The hesitancy

in making a decision
on plans to develop
the Qak—-Ash area are
contrasts with the
efficiency demonstrat-
ed in regard to non-
minority investment
community.

Further, this.
apathy towards the
economic development
of the community is

‘consistent with other

matters. For example,
nine months ago,
$200,000 was allocated
to create jobs for
economically disadvan-
taged. In fact, the
money was spent on a
sewer project that did
not hire a significant
number of the Black
unemployed. Yet ano-
ther example of the
city's indifference to
the economic develop-

This article was printed prior to recent city council action.) |,

ment of the Black com-
munity is marked by
their putting a deten-
tion pond in the Oak-
Ash area, making it
impossible to locate
people with both the
capital and the inter-
est in investing.

In spite of these
beauracratic roadblocs,
NACDC will continue to
present the issue of
economic development
of Oak-~Ash area to @
those who will listen
and desire to help.

We invision a compre-
hensive plan which en-

compasses housing,

economic, and social
components. The NACDC
has had one plan ignor-
ed. The citizens of
the Northeast must

"continue to confront

the issue.

By Jeffery Humphrey

Racial Discrimina-
tion racial segrega-
tion have produced an
American phenomna
known as the "black
community". Black
communities are called
by many names, for
example: the "N side"
"Shantytown", "Across
the Tracks", "the
Ghetto", and even
"Nigger Town".

The traditional
perception of the

‘black community is

that of a geograph-
ical area in any city
in America where peo-
ple of color have been
forced to live by law
and practice. It was
initially characteriz-
ed by substandard
housing, dirt or low
grade streets, little
or no street lighting,

and neo plumbing.

of the

In spite of these
shortcomings there was
a strong bond of
friendship and depend-
ancy. There were many
extended families and
the community as a

‘whole felt and assumed

responsibility for the
0ld and the young.

‘The most respected

person in the commun-
ity was the minister
or preacher. He was
judge and jury, the
father figure and the
spokesperson in good
times and bad. Whites
looked upon him to
"keep the 1id on" the
community by whatever
means necessary. The
black preacher had to
be clever .and cunning,
when confronted by
whites. It is no ac-
cident that the signi-
ficant leader in the
black community today
is the black preacher.
Through dogged

‘shield.

.—,35-.& A Umm::n-o:
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persistence, pain,

burnings and court ac-
tion, these communites
have improved. An un-
changed characteristic

of the black community

however, an emo-
a feeling of be-
a protective

is;
tion,
longing,

blacks today are scat-
tered throughout so
called intergrated
neighborhoods, often
their hearts and minds
are still with that of
the black community.,
as is evidence by
church attendance,
social events, and
continued relation-
ships with friends and
families. Each year
tens of thousands of
blacks return to the
places of their origin
for vacations, funer-
als, weddings, family

" reunions, or just to

relive nostolgic
moments.

Although many -

ri
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By Thom Moore

Social change is a’
two edge sword. One
one hand it opens doors’
that had been shut, of-
fering and cpportunity
for some to try their
skills and talents in a
new way. For others the
change brings about the:
end of ‘a way of life. An
example is, success of:
Jackie Robinson in the
major leagues. The un-
Seen consequences was
the decimation and
eventual collapse of

baseball leagues. Yet,
not only did baseball

open up for Blacks, but
football and UmmwmwmeH

" followed suit.

Since Jackie Robin-
son, many black men have
attempted to make a .
caraeer of wHOmmmmHoumw
sports. = By 1979, 71% of
the National Basketball
Association, 47% of the
National Football League
and 17% of the profes-
sional baseball leagues
were black. In less
than four decades the
complexion of the major
revenue sports has
changed drastically.
Again, the two edged
sword; for some the re- -
sults exceeded their _
wildest dream in a pos-

itive way: respect, pre-
stige, success, and
wealth. Others found a

trail of unfulfilled
dreams, broken promises,
and dispair.

There is a second
effect of the discowvery
of black athletic tal-
ent. Whether we like
it or not sports fig-
ures hold a special
attraction for young
pecple. Ask a yound
person what they want
to be when they grow
up and most will name a
sport they want to play
and a player they want
to be like. Black par-
ents on the other hand
are skeptical about
their children's pro-
fessional athletic as-
pirations. Reasons for
this lie in the slim

{V.S. continued)

Staff: Is there any-
thing else you would
like to add before I
thank you for spending
time with me talking
about hidden strengths?

V-5: Well, I'd like to
just emphasize networks
and connecting links as
a potential building
blocks in the black
cominunity. Oh, that re-

" chance one swm of break-

- ing into the. wwommmmwos.
."while another is the
short period ‘of time
‘that one actually re-
‘mains employed.
1978,

In

it was estimated
that 1500 Blacks made a
living (in ‘some form)
in professional sports.
Perhaps, "young people

'should. set their sights
. 'on vocations:less glam-
. orous but more realis-

tic. But before dis-

. carding ﬁﬁmmm,mﬁwwmwmm<ﬁ
let's take a moment to.

Black owned @HowmmmHOSmH¢Hoow closely at the

characteristics of
these heros. There is
a great deal more to
them than meets the eye.
One thing that ath-
letes can help teach
children about is prac-
tice. Few of them
reach their station in
life without ﬂﬂwoﬁpom.
That practice is accom—
panied by untold hours
of boring, repetitive
hard work. They can
also help teach child-
ren about commitment.'
The fact that one has
focus and promise can
only help them later in

- making tough life deci-

sions. PFinally there
is devotion. For a
child to understand
that one realizes goals
by sticking to the cho-
sen course is an impor-
tant Hmmmoum _
The rise of ﬁﬁm
black mﬁWHmﬁm as a mod-
le has created both
positive and negative
problems: For parents,
however, this is a gold-
en chance to enter into

-a mutual pact with

their children. Aas
parents we can feel
proud of the accomplish-
ments of black athletes.
Parents may even find
themselves communicating
that pride to their
children. But it is the
development of the char-
acteristics just men-
tioned that should be
highlighted. While ath-
letics and athletes are
exciting, enjoyable,

and yes, even, necessary,
the lessons they teach.
are invaluable.

minds me. The Northeast
Urbana Multi-service
Center is another

. strength in the black

community, addressing
basic human needs. Now
that organization could

‘really benefit by in-

volvement of other
groups like churches. I
could go on and on with
these ideas, but I .
probably: should stop.

‘Louisville,

 lege curriculum:
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Roger Mc¢Clindon:
An Athelete With
A m..-a-neqm Attitude

By bwmm MCFadden

‘A newsletter -focus-

' on the strengths of the

Champaign-Urbana black
community would be in-
complete if something

was not written about

Roger M®Clindon. - Roger
a resident of the Cham-
paign~Urbana community
has distinguished him-
self through his out-
standing atheltic
achievements. This
year approximately 250
schools attempted to
recruit Roger into-
their basketball pro-
grams, including Van-

derbuilt University,
University of Cincin-
.ati, University eof
Georgia

Tech. and last but not
least, the University
of Illinois.

However achieving
in basket ball is only
one of Roger's goals.
In a recent interview
Roger stated that he
is also planning to
pursue a career in
electrical engineering.
He spoke proudly about
the academic prepar-
ation he had made in
high school for a
science oriented col-
-.H
took algebra, calcu-
lus, physics and all

the courses I would

need to be prepared,
and I feel ready.

As. if being in-
volved with atheletics
and achieving in school
were not enough, Roger

mentioned that he was
also involved in nu- ~.
merous extracurricu-

community service pro-
gram called Interact,
and the Pricipal's
Scholars Prcgram.

Where does Roger get
the energy? His philo-
sophy to not dwell on
his accomplishments but
rather, to keep setting
higher and different
goals may be his energy
source. He stated: "I
just keep telling myself
I hawve not done much, I
have to wmmw achieving".

Roger's enthusiastic
ambition, mm@mowmwwm in |
the sports 1s curbed by
a healthy dose of real-
ism. He stated: "Get-
ting to the pros is a
dream.’ I know that the
odds of getting there
are small and I also
appreciate the complex-

“ities of pro-basketball.

Therefore I will not
gamble with my education.

‘I enjoy basketball and I

will maximize the oppor-
tunities available to me
through basketball."”
Basketball has in-
deed afforded him many
opportunities. He spoke
enthusiastically bout
the people he has met
through basketball, no-
tably Andrew Young. "I
asked Andrew Young what
influence did Martin
Luther King have on him
and his view of Jessie

“Jackson running for pres-—

ident?  He never did an-
swer me about Jackson,
but he did tell me about
the positive aspects of
Atianta, wmﬁﬁwoﬁwmﬂww in
the black community. I
think I would like to
live there Jne day.
Throughout the inter-
view, Roger noted his
parents as positive in-
fluences. He stated:
lar activities includ--
ing the Afro-American
club at school, a
"Dad did not dictate my

decisions about college

but he guided me well."
This guidance is evident
in Roger's level-headed
approach to selecting a
college. In response
to the question: "Will
others, e.g. coaches,
expectations of you to
achieve in sports limit
your pursuing other in-
terests?" Roger, "My
dad and I made up a
(Cont. on Page 7)
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Quinn Richardson:
His Education Yields A Philosophy On -..-mo

By Lizette Smith

As he completes his
education at the Univer-
sity of Illinois, Quinn
Richardson, well-known

football player for the

FPighting Illini, takes
with him a philosophy
of attaining achieve-
ment and success in
life. This outlook
evolved from applying
principles he had learn
ed in sports to coping
with academic failure.
Although he came to
the University of
Illinois on a 5 year

]

AEQGHH3905 cont.)

list of 25 gquestions to
ask of school recruit-
ers. One question was:
Will the coach allow
team members to grow
facial hair, like a

For us the
answer to this' question
indicated how much
freedom of choice tlie
player would have and
how much the coach draws
the line between coach-
ing and determining the
direction of the ath-
lete'’s life."”

In the end wowmﬁ
chose the University of
Cincinatti because he
felt there he could pur-
sue both his academic
and his athletic inter-
ests. . This decision
indeed seems to reflect
a balance thst is char-
teristic of Roger. He
noted: "I was pleased
to have been contacted
by some Ivy League
schools on the basis of

my grades, but I turned

them down because bas-
ketball is also an im—
portant part of my life
and basketball is not
emphasized in these
schools. I also turned
down the University of
Illinois because they
emphasized the basket-
ball and I am interest-—
ed in pursuing career
interests. The Univer-
sity of Cincinatti will
let me do both."

This summer Roger

is off to the ‘University!

of Cincinatti to work in
a computer lab and will
begin school and playing
basketball next fall.

He stated: "I want to

get involved in as much
as possible.”

Good luck to you
Roger an achieving all
your goals.

basketball scholarship,
Richardson was inelig-
iable to play basket-
ball during the second
semester of his fresh-
man year because of
poor grades. Accord-
ing to Richardson this

‘academic probation re-

sulted, not' from his

"inability to do the

work or a lack of hard
work on his part, but

‘because of underdevel-

oped study habits.
Emotionally crushed

by this turn of events,

Richardson thought
about gquitting school.
Fortunately his suc-—
cessful experiences in

' sports related exper—

iences included hard
work, organization and
positive thinking.
Ultilizing these
experiences a now self-
confident Richardson
set about the task of
reordering his acade-—
mic life. He did this
first by taking re-
sponsibility for
directing his own

~gourse of study. He

took the initiative
to- gather information
from several sources
to organize a curricu-
lum suited for his
interests and needs.
Second, he realized
that the most produc-
tive study method for
him was being very

structured by making

a list of priorities.
Third, his positiwve
thinking lended a
favorable enotional
boost to his growing
self-confidence; for
example, he told him-
self that the majority
of students here do

well and that he was

definitely a part of
that majority. He
now has a B average
as he leave the Uni-
versity of Illinois, .
a personal success
that defied the odds!

Being positive is
. ... He feels that they

a theme prevalent in
Richardson's general
philosophy of life.
Rather than brooding
over a negative sit-
unation, he -suggests
doing something to
alter it. In light

of his recent exper-

iences he advises
young blacks to devel-

op good habits while

they are still young,
even if it is in do-
ing mundane tasks such
as taking out the gar-
bage. He also empha-
sizes that these mun-
dane tasks should be
done with a positive
attitude. Richardson
feels that if good
habits are developed
early, along with
good attitude toward
doing tasks there is

- blacks,

. Chicago.

sure to be carryover
to school work.
Speaking of young
Richardson
views them as a major
force in his wanting
to succeed. He feels '
that being a role
model has done alot of
for him. There is a
special tie between

| himself and the young-
¢ er guys in his own
. small,

.all-black com-
munity of Robins, Il-
linois, a suburb of
Whenever he
agoes home, he .speaks
to the younygsters at
the community centers.

really listen to him.
He shows them that he,
just like any other
kid fro Robins can

" . overcome both academic
and athletic obstacles

in a very big way and
that they can do the
same in their own

. endeavors.

In closing,
Richardson's words in-
spire the young and
the old.

"If I can ooBm
back from that (the
academic setback), I
can come back from
anything. If it's
meant for me, no man
can stop me. I'm
lucky for my health,
education and just
setting to play ball

. for awhile."
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WE NEED YOUR HELP

If you are interested in volunteering your talents toward

keeping the Vanguard alive, we welcome your help.

Perhaps

you are m_moom_mﬁOHm‘meHmHh writer, historian, photographer,

typist or orgariizer.

Whatever your talents  (and everone

has some) we're sure that you can contribute to this paper

in some way.

letters.

and telephone number to:

Jeff Humphrey -

109 W. MCHenry
Urbana, Ill.
61801

We look forward. to hearing mHoE,Moc (S

We also encourage ahd welcome suggestions and

Please send in your name, along with your address

or-.1902-C Orchard

Urbana, T1ll.
61801

i




Meaning of Unity

The following was written by
. an Urbana High School Senior.
‘Hopefully, articles by school aged
persons will be printed in each
. issue of the newsletter.

One thing minorities, mainly
Blacks, must remember is that
their vote counts. The government

. gives minorities a weapon to use,
and they don't know how to manipu-

- late it the way they should. Many

~don’'t even vote, and then complain
when their canidate doesn't win
the election. They spend four
years talking about the canidate
that did win the election, when
they could have made the difference.

The one thing I'm saying is:
use this voting tool to build a

- foundation to stand on. After all,
man did't make New York in one day.
The only way minorities can fight

~back is to stop fighting 'each
other as well as the system and
work within the system by voting.

Minorities in the big cities
are stealing from one another.

The poor can't get rich stealing

- from the poor.  The way the lower
class people will get a little more
money is by uniting with each other
and doing something about. it. Use
the tool you already have to build

~more tools to help you.

If the minorities want to go

-.any place or achieve anything,

- then, they must unite and stop
opposing one another.

_mcUSHﬁﬁm&_mM an - :
Urbana High School Senior:
‘ Theotric Hunt

North First Street - Ten
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Missicii Possiable
Outreach

Mission Possible Outreach iz a
non-profit organization designed to

‘help people help themselves. We try

to deal with people's physical,
mental, and spiritual needs. If you
Or someone you know needs food,
clothing or spiritual guidance we

-are here to help. We are also

accepting old clothing or household
appliances. So please help. You
will be hearing us on WEFT every
third Sunday at 7:00 a.m. We can
be reached at: Mission Possible _
Outreach, P.O. Box 65, Champaign,
Illinois 61820; 328-5159.

Hd
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‘School of Beauty and Charm
Fashion Directors and Coordinators

Virgie Simmons
217-892-4814

Sabrina Graham
217-356-1961

SINCERE SYMPATHETIC SERVICE C

-

NATHAN L. BLUIT
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

704 N. 4TH STREET  217-356-1926
CHAMPAIGH. ILL. 81820
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