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Context 1: Genealogy and Citizen Science

*50-90 percent of the users of 
archives are genealogists

*From FamilySearch.Com (Mormon Church) 
presentation on citizen science and genealogy:

•Worldwide, volunteer-based “army” to index census images
 (extract key information)

• More than 100,000 volunteers transcribe a million names daily
• Internet-based system —

work from home or public computing center
(http://www.personalarchiving.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/FamilySearch-Wright.pdf)



Context 2: Digital Inequalities - Nation

64% of Americans have Broadband at home (2009)
Only 49% African-American

Only 33% Urban Black w/ less than $25,000/yr
Only 42% Urban Black w/ only High School degree

10-20 percentage point difference in adoption 
between White and Black

SOURCE: http://www.ntia.doc.gov/reports/2010/ESA_NTIA_US_Broadband_Adoption_Report_11082010.pdf



Context 2: Digital Inequalities - Local



African-Americans by Census Tract, 2009



Local Context

African-Americans in C-U. (top) Source: U.S. Census 
Population Surveys, by Place, 2005-2009 American 

Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. Based on Black or 
African-American Alone or in Combination with One or More 
Races Classification. (right) Source: U.S. Census Population, 

Urbanized Areas.



Conceptual Model of Project



Overview of eBlackCU
Over 40,000 pages

Over 6 days of audio and video

All publicly accessible

Anyone can contribute items and information - 
including YOU = 

http://eblackcu.net/portal/contribution



Description of 2010 Activity



eBlackCU Screen-shot





Recording 
History as it 
Happens!



Cotillion Yeabook Database

http://eblackcu.net/cotillions/

All cotillion yearbooks from 
1972-2006 and 2009-2010 

online with searchable name 
index of Debutantes and 

Escorts. 

We are filling in the gaps and 
need YOU to make this 
resource come alive! 



Individual/Entity responsible for creating content 
in eBlackCU digital library

*Cultural Memory Orgs = Libraries, Archives, Museums and 
other entities with collections of historical information



Individual/Entity responsible for digitizing 
content in the eBlackCU digital library



Salem Baptist Church



North First Street Photo by Patricia Rosario





The Spiders - Photo by Patricia Rosario



Spiders at American History Teachers' Collaborative, July 2010. 



“I got to see a lot of my teachers and it was 
good to know that the teachers would 
actually want to use this stuff in their 
classroom....It was a good experience to 
know I could teach a teacher something 
instead of them teaching me all the time.”

a Spider reflects



Community 
Archives 
Typology



Location of Cultural Memory Orgs in C-U



Facebook and Community Archives





Data from one local Facebook 
“archivist” in the Black Community

One local Black "Facebook archivists" contribution to the 
digitization of the local African-American experience between 
December 2009 and February 2011.

Type of Photograph Album Number of Albums
Event 62
Community 48
Personal 37
Funeral 31
Church 27
Family 18
History 12
TOTAL 235



Who used eBlackCU?*

5,207 unique computers access library
41 percent of users returned multiple times

96 percent from United States 
74 percent from Illinois

65 percent of visitors from Champaign County
4 percent of visitors from City of Chicago

*From March 11, 2010 to April 18, 2011



Using Analytics to Show Actual 
Virtual Actual Cycle in Operation

Chart of Visitors to eBlackCU during the months of 
October and November 2010. Visits peak 

immediately before and during our two day Mass 
Mobilization Campus Community Conference, 

and again November 18 when the full proceedings 
of conference are posted online. 



The eBlackCU Difference Makers at November 
2010 Conference



Attendees of Campus-Community Symposium



Who gave digital, positive feedback to project?



Future Research

Sustainability and Spiders: Finding ways to embed 
the eBlackCU model into area high schools, 

Cultural Heritage Organizations and Churches.

Comparative Lens on African-American 
Community Cultural Heritage Organizations and 

Technology Across Illinois. See poster on project.



How do we think about/assess digital public 
history and digital community archives 

initiatives? 
Need to develop a common language. 

Let's discuss today!



Thank You!
Committee: Professor Abdul Alkalimat (Gerald McWorter), Chair; Assistant 
Professor Kate Williams; Professor Anne Gilliland, University of California, Los 

Angeles, Department of Information Studies
Community Informatics Research Laboratory, GSLIS

Local Cultural Memory Organizations, especially Champaign County Historical 
Archives and Early American Museum

Salem Baptist Church and North First Street Business Association
Graduate School of Library and Info Sci/Dept. of African-American Studies
Office of Vice Chancellor for Public Engagement, University of Illinois

Office of Equal Opportunity and Access
eBlackCU Spiders

Chris Hamb, Connie Dillard, Brian Bell, Zernial Bogan and John Kersh
African-American Community of Champaign-Urbana!!
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