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Chapter I 

Introduc ti on 

This survey may be defined as a brief social study of the 

Negro population in Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, end does not dis

cuss all of the problems pertinent to the Negro. The Negroes are a 

minority group with the larger number living in a fairly well de-

fined area. The information herein presented '.'1as gathered primrily 

thro ugh interviews and secondarily by consultation of documents. 

The persons of whom the quest ionnaire information TNas secured '.'Tere 

chosen largely at random so far as place of ' abode '.vas concerned, 

save that a sampling of different localities Y{as sought. Likewise, 

a cross section sample was secured of the vocati onal cla.sses . The 

data obtained from the 100 schedules were supplemented by inter-

views ~ith the officers of various orga.nizations , and other leader s 

of the community. 

The second source mentioned, namely, that of documents, com

pr ised, first, general books on N'egro communities and. second, 

pri mary data. The latter included both federal and local source 

materials. The first of these was concerned with the distribution 

and growth of ~egroes as found in the United States Census Reports 

from 1850-1930. The second, the local source materials, consisted 

of personal information given in the City Directories of Champaign

Ur bana of '7hich the volumes for the years 1878, 1904 and 1932 ~ere 

used. These directories enabled the writer to ascertain , for the 

Specified dates, the number and distribution of the Negro population, 

and t he Home-ownership and vocations of this portion of the resi

dents. 

.-

, 

II 

II 
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The following pages contai n no attempt to present ap~ remedial 

plans for the betterment of the Negro people, however urgent this 

is, but to offer the data found by the above-mentionea means of 

inquiry; for whatever improvements are undertaken should rest on a 

basis of impartial facts. Little space is devoted to racial con

flicts between the Negroes and the whites, as this subject in it

self is too large to be included in a study devoted, as is this one, 

to the development and organization of the local commUnity. The 

types of houses in which the Negro lives , his social and ecological 

distribution in the two towns, the types of occupations open to him, 

and the change of occupations in the past five years; as well as 

social and cultural participation and social organizations among 

t hemselves are the main themes to be discussed in this study. 

As a means of understanding the growth of the l~egro in 

Champaign-Urbana, it will be helpful to review a few facts concer n

i ng the sectional migration by the Negro population. This migra

tion, obviously, became prominent soon after the Negro had acquired 

t he legal status of a free person. Almost immediately after the 

Civil War the Negroes began to move about from one section of the 

country to another. In most cases there probably was no definite 

information as to the conditions that would be encountered; but 

there was always present some urgent economic necessity or personal 

emancipation to be realized. In a few instances, the individual 

was s eeking his or her spouse who had been sold to another master 

during slavery. As a whole, the general mobility of the Negro 

POpulation was a result of the breaking up of the traditlona' social 
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The causes that have influenced l~egro migrations to the great -

est extent were, chiefly, Social and Economic. The Social causes 

included both repulsion and attraction. To the first belong, for 

example, lynchings, peonage, poor educational opportunities, injus-

tice in the courts, chain gangs, segregation laws, discriminative 

r egulations in public conveyances. deprivation of library and public 

park facilities, the exploitation of the Negro tenants by the white 

landlords, the bad housing conditions, and the general feeling that 
4 it was the purpose of the whites "to keep the Negro dO\vn". The 

attractive forces were the opposite of these conditions. Both types 

of the Social and Economic factors were phases of the complex ele

ments of traditions and the expanding industrial organization. The 

EconOmic causes were the extraordinary del18nd for. laborers in the 

industrial centers, along with a rapid rise in wages ,5 culminating 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Frasier, E . F., The Negr o Family in Chicago, p. 32. 

Dowd, Jerome, The Negro in American Life, p. 247. 

Frasier, Ope Cit., p. 49. 

DOWd, Ope Cit. t p. 252. 

Ibid. t p. 252. 
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in the boom years of which the World War marked the zenith. Another 

Ec onomic cause, but one actiTIg as a repulsion, was due to the de

crease in demand for labor in certain sections of the South, where 

the boll wevil had destroyed the profitableness of the cotton plan-

t
. 6 te. 10nS. Although various factors were operative, the economic 

influence gave the means, even if it cannot be said to have been the 

most i mportant factor in the migration of the ~egro to the City.7 

The effect of these influences was seen in the statistics of 

the Negro population in cities. The urban population in t he United 

s t a t es during the decade from 1900 to 1910 increased 34.1 per cent., 

i"1hi le t lle r ural communities during the same period, although showing 

a slight advence, grew only 4 . 6 per cent. 8 During that time, the 

southern cities received most of the migrants. 

Not until 1910, and afterwar ds, did the southern Negro migrate 

north in large numbers. The decennial census of 1920 showed a net 

gain i n northern states of Negro migrants to be 692,887, or an in-

crease of 85 per cent., in comparis on to the r egro population in 

1910. This wave of migration during the decade 1910 to 1920 \'las a 

, result of the dermnd for Negro workers in t he large industrial 

centers of the north, incidental t o t he s toppage of European i mmi

gration, and the industrial boom pro duced by the demand for ~ar 

SUpplies. Frasier characterizes the World War as a "second emancipa-

6 • Ib i d., P • 2 55 • 

7. FraSier, Ope Cit., (compare) p. 48. 

8. Ibi d. t p. 69. 
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tion" for the Negro. 9 European immigration was practically at a 

standstill, and Canadian wage seekers did not supply the demand. 

In some instances, white foreign wor kers had returned to t he country 

of t heir birth to enlist. A number of the remaining immigrants had 

advanced to better positions and a higher economic status. This 

left vacancies in factories and mills . Because of these openings 

and t he lack of foreign immigrants the Kegro worker was actively 

recr uited for northern industry. 

An analysis of the source of these migrants i ndicates that 

response to new opportunities, as measured by migration, does not, 

at anyone date, fall evenly on ~ll concerned. The Negroes born in 

northern and western states of the United States migrated outside 

of t heir state of birth more than did the southern born Kegroes in 

1920. 10 Frasier states that in the decade before 1910, the Negroes 

migrated mostly to southern cities, and after 191J to northern 

0ti 11 
c~ es. Dowd in contradiction of Frasier holds that the period 

from 1910 to 1920 showed considerably more migration from one south

ern state to another than to northern states . For the decade 1910 

to 1920, 340,260 Negroes left southern states, ~hile 1,063,332 

Negroes migrated from one southern state to another. Dowd als o ob-

Serves that during 1910 to 1920, the southern whites migrated in 

larger numbers than did the Negroes, 1,796,089 of t he former going 

to northern and northwestern states. 12 

9. Ibid. , p. 80. 

10. Dowd, OJ2. Cit. , p. 251. 

11. Frasier, OJ2. Cit. , pp. 69-70. 
12. DOWd, °E· C1 t. , p. 251. 



Regions 

Born "East & Living Viest 
Born West & Living East 
Net Gain of the West 

Born North & Living So uth 
Born South & Livi ng North 
Net Gain of the South 
Net Gain of the North 

Table I 

Inter-Regional Migrations of the 
Native White and Negro Populations; 

1910 to 19ro~ 

1910 1920 
White ---- Negr~ White 

3,846,940 331 ,0-31 3,745,681 
417,541 63,671 669,010 

3,429,399 267,360 3,076,671 

1,156,122 39,077 1,363,190 
944,572 415,533 1,230,611 
211,550 132,579 

376,456 

e 1910 13th Census - Table 19 - p. 699, Vol. I, Population. 
1920 14th Census - Table 4 - p. 614, Vol. II, Population. 

1930 
Negro White Negro 

342,931 3,658,859 320,589 
96,110 1,064,938 177 ,158 

246,821 2,593,921 143,431 

44,536 1,475,545 52,338 I 737,423 1,718,517 1,355,789 ()) 
I 

692,887 242,972 1,303,451 

1930 15th Census - Reprint of Chapter 4, Vol. II, Population, Table 4, p. 10. 
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The industrial centers in the ;'orth continued their demand f or 

Negro '.T1orkers after the close of the World War. Because of the 

stringent immigration laws passed in 1921 and 1924, a ~arge in

crease occurred in the number of Negroes born in the South and 

living in the North in 1900 as compared with the previous decennial 

dates, as is shown in Table I. The Negroes migrated northward to 

tal{ e the positions that \v Quld have been filled by European immi

grants save for the restrictive legiSlation. Though the native 

1hites migrated in larger numbers than the Negroes, the latter 

showed a larger net gain in the northern sections than did the for

mer. The Negro es born south and living north ShO'.'led an increase 

of 84 per cent. from 1920 to 1900, 1llhi1e the vlhites showed an in

crease of approximately 40 per cent. Of the persons born north 

and living south, there was an 18 per cent. increase from 1920 to 

1930 for the Negroes, and an increase of 8 per cent. for the whites. 

I:ia.ny of the Negroes in the latter claSSification '.7ere thos e who had 

gone south in professional capacities, such as lawyers, doctors, 

teachers and nurses. Although the South showed net gains in the 

white population for 1910 and 1920, and a gain fOl' the I\orth in 

1930, the North showed net gains of increasing numbers of Negroes 

f or all three decennial dates. The section west of the ~ssissippi 

showed a net gain in both the Negro and ·.'lhite populations over that 

of the eastern sections for all three decades, ending respectively 

in 1910» 1920 and 1900. The gain in the West was less for both 

races in 1930 than in 1910 and 1920. 

Interdivisional migrations for 1910, 1920 and 1930, as iudi-



New England 
Mi ddle Atlantic 
E. N. Central 
W. N. Central 
South Atlantic 
E . S. Central 
W. S. Central 
Mountain 
Pacific 

New England 
Middle Atlantic 
E. N. Central 
W. N. Central 
South A t1anti c 
E. S. Central 
7/. S. Central 
Mountain 
Pacific 

Table II 
Gain or Loss Through Interdivisional }ug rations 
for Native 'Ilhite and Negro Populations for 1930a 

Native Whites 
Living in 

other DiviSions 
Number 
182,805 

2,183,232 
3,365,167 
3,195,136 
1,363,813 
1,967,916 

921,953 
617,265 
219,367 

l~.O 
10.6 
15.6 
24.4 
12.0 
23.1 
11.5 
26.6 

7.1 

Born in and Livins 
in Specified DiyislOn 

Number 
5,752,888 

18,428,461 
18,167,867 

9,918,618 
9,955,907 
6,563,867 
7,117,591 
1,699,814 
2,888,567 

Born in 
Other Divisions 

f~bf~ti , 3 7.3 
1,352,960 6.8 
2,822,597 13.4 
1,860,070 15.8 
1,069,614 9.7 

594,613 8.3 
1,788,887 20.1 
1,299,917 43.3 

Native Negroes 
3,366,875 53.8 

12,539 21.8 
39,112 9.9 
44,871 13.9 
58,172 25.3 

898,274 17.3 
679,951 21.3 
233,352 10.1 

6,205 50.3 
4,148 17.9 

44,991 36,579 
354,910 611,497 
278,327 640,218 
171,547 157,098 

4,296,766 104,217 
2,512:,498 138,805 
2,077,617 197,058 

6,122 23,591 

44.8 
63.3 
69.7 
47.8 
2.4 
5.2 
8.7 

Gain or JJoss in Numbers of the Di vi si ons 
19,077 67,638 
for 1910~ 1920, 1930 

79.4 
78.0 

New Eng land 
Middle Atlantic 
E. N. Central 
W. N. Central 
South Atlantic 
E. S . Central 
W. S. Central 
Mountain 
Pacifio 

1930 
-331,682 
-830,272 
-532,570 

-1,335,066 
-294,199 

-1,373,303 
866,934 
682,652 
317,508 

~ 15th Census, Reprint, Ch. 

Native Whites 
1920 1910 

-192,833 -226,219 
-1,102,960 -1,120,678 
-1,194,908 -1,496,074 

-279,218 472,566 
-293,667 -507,454 

-1,159,135 -974,165 
1,257,042 1,434,780 

945,727 856,683 
2,019,952 1,560,561 

4, VOl. II , Popu1ation_
o 

.l.~a ti ve Ne~roes 
19M 1 20 - -24,040 21,325 

572,385 296,664 
595,347 296,111 

98,926 68,222 
-794,057 -455,410 
-541,146 -405,511 
-36,294 127,350 
17,386 20,085 
63,41~ 31,164 

Table 10, p. 12. 

1910 -20,310 
186,384 
119,649 

40,497 
-392, $.32 7 
-200,876 
194,658 

13,229 
18,976 

I 
en 
I 



-9-

cated by Table II, shO\~ed some very significant trends ',vhich dif

fered in a few important re ~pects for the t~o races. In 1930, the 

Ne\v England, Middle Atlantic, and the East North Central gave up 

illOTe whites than they reoeived, but acquired more Negroes than mi

grated to other divisions. The West South Central division decrm~ 

in Negro population in 1930, though it had gained in Negro resi~nts 

in the decades ending in 1910 and 1920. The South Atlantic and 

East South Central lost in Negro as well as white population for 

the three decennial dates of 1910, 1920 and 1930. With the excep

tion of the divisions VI est South Central, Mountain and Pacific for 

all three decades, and \';est North Central in 1910, the remaining 

divisions lost more white population than they acquired through mi

grati ons. Though the Ne\v Engla.nd, Aliddl e Atlantic, East r orth 

Central and ~ est North Central gained in Negro population, the in

crease in the number of Negroes did not equal the loss of the white 

population, with the exception of the East North Central division 

for 1930, in which year the Negroes were 62,775 in excess of the 

l oss of the white population. 

The number of Negroes in Illinois has increased steadily ':Vith 

each decade since 1810, at \~hich time the peak point in the per cent. 

of Negro to total population obtained, namely 6.4 per cent. Alt~ 

the absolute numbers inoreased, the ratio decreased eaoh following 

decade unt il the per cent. Negroes to total population declined to 

0 . 4 per cent. in 1860. As Table III indicates, during the years 

from 1840 to 1860, the number of Negroes had increased 94 per oent. 

as compared to the increase of 161 per oent. for the total '''hi te 

. 
~."-~""""' ---- ---. --=~~~~------- . -



Table III 

Growth of Native rJhi te, Negro and Foreign-Born White 
Population in the state of Illinois from 1840 to 1930~ 

~ to Total Population ~ Increase bl Decades 

Date -
1840 
1850 
1860 
1870 
1880 
1890 
1900 
1910 
1920 
1930 

Total 
Popule. tion 

476,183 
851,470 

1,711,951 
2,539,891 
3,077,871 
3,826,352 
4,821,550 
5,638,591 
6,485,280 
7,630 ,654 

Negro 

3,929 
5,436 
7,628 

28,762 
46,368 
57,028 
85,078 

109,049 
182,274 
328,972 

Native Foreign-Born 
White White 

472,254 No Figurea 
734 ,174 111,860 

1,379,718 324,573 
1,996,114 514,982 
2,448,172 582,979 
2,927,497 840,975 
3,770,238 964,635 
4,324,402 1,202,560 
5,092,382 1,206,951 
6,048,203 1,218,158 

% % % F.B. 
Negro White White Negro ~hite F.B.White 

0.8 99.2 65. 205. 
0.6 86.2 13.1 38. 55. 
0.4 81.1 18.9 40. 88. 190. 
1.1 78.6 20.3 146. 46. 59. 
1.5 79.5 18.9 61. 23. 11. 
1.5 "76.5 22.0 23. 19. 44. 
1.8 78.2 20.0 49. 29. 15. 
1.9 76.7 21.3 28. 15. 25. 
2.8 78.5 18.6 67. 18. 0.36 
4.3 79.3 16.0 80. 19. 0.92 

! 1930, 15th Cens ua, Table 13, p. 614, Vol. III, Population, Part I. 
U. s. Census, The l'J egro Population in the United :;)tates, 1790-1910, Table 13, p. 614 
15th Census, Table 2, p. 591, Vol. III, Population, Part I. 
13th.Cenaus, Table 1, p. 484, Vol. II, Population. 
11th Cenaus, Table 2, p. 28, Population, Part 2. 
lOth Census, Table 21, p. 576, Population. 
9th Census, Table 6, p. 336. Population & Social Statistics. 
8th Census, Table 4, p. 103, Population. 
7th Census, '!'ab1e 40, p. 61, Oompendlwn of 7th Census • 

.!~-~.~ 

I 
~ 
0 
I 
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population during the same years. The decade from 1860 to 1870 

showed the highest ratio of growth of the Negro population during 

any period, namely 146 per cent., while the native white population 

increased only 46 per cent. The rapid rate of Negro population 

growth in that decade rrey be explained by the fact that from 1860 

to 1870 the Negroes were given the freedom to move about in social 

s pace. Because of the sympathy extended the Negroes during the 

Civil War, many migrated to Illinois from the South . Although 

~here was a great increase in the growth of the i-egroes in Illinois 

On 1870, the ratio of the Negro population to total population was 

~. l per cent., or an increase of only 0.7 per cent. since 1860. The 

~ears between 1870 and 1900 showed an increase of 195 per cent. for 

~ he growth of the Negro population, though each decade was far below 

~h e percentage of growth for the period 1860 to 1870. The native 

~hit e population increased 89 per oent. during these same thirty 

ears in comparison to the increase of 87 per cent. for foreign-

orn white population. This period, however, did not Show a high 

etio of Negro to total population. These ratios would have been 

omewhat higher if it had not been for the great influx of European 

mmigrants during the years 1882 to 1896.13 The year 1910 showed 

nly a 28 per cent. increase over 1900 for the Negro population, 

ith an increase of 15 per cent. for the native white, and a 25 per 

ent. increase for the foreign-born white pqpulatlon. In the twenty 

ears from 1900 to 1920, the Negro population inoreased 114 per oent. 

~ comparison with the 65 per oent. inorease in the native white 

3. 

.. 

Schlesinger, A. M., Political and Sooial History of the U.S., 
Pp. 339-340 • 
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group, an~ an inorease of 25 per oent. for the foreign-born white 

population. The three decades from 1900 to 1930 gave the Negro 

population an accelerated growth as compared to both the native and 

foreign-born whites. A glance at Table III discloses the fact that 

for the decennial period ending 1910, the ratio of growth of the 

Negro population was about double that of the native-born white 

population, whereas in 1920 and 1930 it was from three to four times 

as large. Duri~ these same decades the rate of increase of the 

foreign-born white population receded very rapidly. The sudden 

rise in the ratio of the Negro to the foreign-born white for 1910 

t o 1920 was the result of the restrictive immigration laws passed 

during the decade 1920 to 1920. From 1920 to 1920, the Negro popu

lation had acquired a rate of increase that was 87 times larger 

than that of the foreign-born white group. 

These facts throw light not only on the changes in the socio

economic structure that permitted such a vast volume of expulsion 

or withdrawal in some areas and absorptions in other areas, but also 

they are a clue to the changes in the northern attitudes t~ard the 

Negro es, for the race question is no longer a sectional fact merely. 

It was not until the World War that the people in Illinois became 

consc ious of the large number of Negroes who had entered the state 

during the decade 1910 to 1920. One of the causes for the awareness 

of t he Negroes was their color which placed them apart from the 

Whites and called undue attention to them. A seoond factor of this 

raCial consciousness as it developed, especially in Chicago and 

other northern cities, was the abruptness of their entrance and the 
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keenness of the competition which developed for wage positions. 

This race consciousness is ~iscussed in Chapter VI with reference 

to segregation. 

In the preceding pages the movements and interdivisional lni

grations of the Negroes were discussed, also the growth of the Negro 

population in the state of Illinois, as compared to the growth of 

the native \vhi t es and foreign-born whites for the years 1840 to 

1930. In the remaining pages of this chapter, facts concerning the 

Negro in Illinois are discussed. The state and division of birth 

of the Negro migrant, the distribution of the Negro population in 

Rural and Urban areas, the diviSion of the state in ill1hich the Negro 

l ived and to which he migrated, and the growth of the Negro popula

t ion as compared to total population for forty-one selected towns, 

together with Chicago and the suburbs surrounding Chicago. are con

sidered for purposes of comparison. 

Frasier quotes Louise Venable Kennedy in a statement that prior ! 

to 1910, the Negro migrants to Chicago and Illinois were principally 

fro m the bordering states, while the decade between 1910 and 1920 

showed an im-rease of thousands of plantation l' egroes from the Lower 

South.14 Miss Kennedy states, ho"\!ever, that earlier Negro emigra

tion had been from the border states of 1aryland, Virginia and ~en-

tucky to all seotions of the North. 15 Table IV shows that for 1910 

the greatest number of Negroes living in Illinois were from TenIB~ 

Kentucky and Missouri. In 1920, Tennessee oontinued to have the 

14. 

15. 

=--

Fr~aier, E. F., The Negro F~ilZ in Chioago, p. 90. 

Kennedy, L. V., The Negro Peasant Turns Cityward, p. 30. 
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Table IV 

Negroes Born in the Designated 
states and Living in Illinois~ 

1930 1920 1910 
Kentucky 17,280 16,470 13,314 
Tennessee 34,844 23,995 15,303 
Mississippi 50,851 19,485 4,612 
Alabama 24,958 13,668 3,208 
Georgia 24,902 10,185 2,874 
Louisiana 19,867 8,078 1,609 
Missouri 14,885 11,704 9,732 
a Kennedy, Louise Venable, Negro Peasant Turns cit~ard, 

p. 29; and the 16th Censlls, ReprInt chapter IV, alume II, 
Population, Table 2~, pp. 33-37 

largest number of migrants. For the decade 1910 to 1920, llissismppi 

showed the greatest increase followed in order by Alabama, Tennessee, 

Georgia, Louisiana, Kentucky and AUssouri. M~ssissippi and 

Tennessee had the greatest number of migrants living in Illinois in 

1930. The decade from 1920 to 1930 showed a large increase in the 

Negro population from the lower southern states, while those from 

the border states increased only slightly in comparison. Table V 

gives the number of Negroes born in divisions and states and living 

in IllinoiS. Prior to 1910, the Negroes, in the main, migrated 

lesser distances. 16 This"short distance" migration probably ac

counts for the fact that the greatest number of Negroes in 1910 

were from the bordering states. Thus the migrations of Negroes to 

Illinois are fairly in accord with Ravenstein's "Theories of ~gra

tions". In general, the people migrated only short distances at a 

time, becoming adapted to the new environment gradually before pro

Ceeding in their migrations. In some cases, persons migratpd long -
16. Kennedy, Ope Cit., p. 29. 
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distances but these migrations were usually to one of the great 

centers of commerce and industry such as chicago. 17 This long dis

tance migration \'las in evidence after 1910, when the demand for 

Negro labor in the large industrial centers attracted many Negroes 

to Illinois from the far South. 

As might be expected. the greatest number of Negro migrEl.nte 

to Illinois came from only several of the interdivisional sections 

of the United states. Tab1eVI shows that the greatest number of 

Divisi ons 
NeVl England 
1Iiddle Atlantic 
East North Central 
":lest l"orth Central 
So uth Atlantic 
East South Central 
Vlest South Central 
~'lountain 
Pacific 

Table VI 

Division of Birth of Negroes 
Living in the State of Illinois~ 

1930 
484 

2,904 
87,486 
19,661 
40,653 

127,933 
45,276 

594 
479 

1920 
414 

1,989 
52,783 
14,689 
20,594 
73,618 
14,458 

356 
302 

1910 
239 

1,371 
42,449 
11,499 

9,999 
36,437 

3,878 
164 
115 

~ 15th Census, Reprint, Ch. IV, Vol. II. Population, Table 23, 
pp. 34-37. 
14th Census, Vol. II, Population, Table 19, pp. 636-640. 
1 3th Census, Vol. I, Population, Table 37, pp. 740-744. 

Negroes living in Illinois in 1910, 1920 and 1930 were born in the 

East South Central Divisions of the United States, excluding the 

East North Central division as Illinois is included in this divi

Sion . The South Atlantic division for 1910 and 1920 had a greater 

number than the West South Central Division although the latter 

di ViS i on surpassed the South Atlantic in 1930, in the number of 

17. Sorokin & Zimmerman, Principles of Rural-Urban Sociology, 
Pp . 584-585. 

=--
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persons living in Illinois. The West North Central division in 

1910 wa~ second in the number of persons born in that specifio 

divi sion and living in Illinois, though by 1920 and 1930 it WaS 

four th i n order of frequency. The number of persons born in the 

est North Central division and living in the State of Illinois 

would be nearly in th e minority for all three decennial dates, if 

i t ,'ere not for the fact that IHssouri ie included in this division. 

The remaining di visi one had only a small number of Negroes migra.t

i ng to IllinoiS. 

Although a number of the Negro migrants had come from rural 

areas in the South, they moved int, urban environments almost imme-

diately after their a.rrival in IllinoiS. Table VIr shows a rather 

negligible per cent. of Negro population to total population living 

i n rural areas for the dates 1910, 1920 and 1930. In comparing the 

per cent. Negroes in Rural areaS for the three census periods, 

there i s a variation of only 0.2 per cent. in each period over the 

preVious decade, though a slight rise in 1930 as compared with the 

1910 rat e. The ratio of the per cent. of Negroes for the entire 

state to the per cent. of Negroes for the rural areaS increased 

steadily, until 1930, when there was a difference of 3.2 per cent. 

The ~ati o of the per cent. Negro living in urban areas, as compared 

to the per cent. Negroes for t he entire state remained practically 

the same for 1910, 1920, and 1930, though there was an increase of 

2.5 per cent. from 1910 to 1930. The greatest increase for both 

the Negroes of the Urban areas, and the rate of the total state Was 
found· t ~n he decade between 1920 and 1930. The per cent. Negroes 



-18-



-19-

in urban areas in comparison to the per cent. Negroes in rural 

areas showed an increase of 1.3 per cent. in 1910 to 4.6 per cent. 

in 1930. 

The decrease in rural areas from 1910 to 1920 though very 

slight may have be en the result of the great wave of urban migra

tions during this decade, while the increase from 1920 to 1930 ~y 

have been due, in part, to the "Back to the Land Eovement". How

ever, the urban areas show no decrease for the period from 1920 to 

1930, but an increase of 1.3 per cent. over the 1920 column. The 

increase in the rural areas probably resulted from three causes. 

The first cause may have been new migrants entering Illinois in 

this period and settling in rural areas. The second and more prob

able cause may be the fact that the persons who primarily left the 

r ural areas for urban areas remained at home due to the poor econ

omic conditions found in the cities during the latter part of the 

de cade. The last factor in regard to the increase in rural areas 

ma.y be cause"d by an increase in the birth rate. However. Frasier 

says, "A declining birth rate, and a high infant mortality in the 

1\ egro population has tended to reduce the size of the l~egro f amily. 

From 1921 to 1923, the Negro birth-rate declined from 27.9 to 25 

for the entire country. The decline in the Negro birth rate has 

t aken place chiefly in the rural population, while in the urban 

POPUlation it has increased for several years during this period. nIB 

The above statement does not account for the increase in rural 

ar eas, but does show a cause for the increase in urban communities. 

18. Frasier, E. F., Ope Cit., p. 61. 
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Ravenstein's theory of "Short distance Migrati ons" msy be seen 

in Table VIII. The entire state was arbitraxily divided into three 

sections, North, Central and South. There were 59 cities selected 

and classified according to the sections of the state in which they 

were located. The total Negro population of these towns \7ere 

figured in relatibn to the per cent. of the total population for 

all of the census dates from J.870 to 1930. The southern section 

has continued to have the greatest per cent. Negroes since 1870, 

though the greatest decrease in all three divisions was found in 

the southern section from 1870 to 1880 of about 5 per cent. From 

1890 to 1930 there was little variation shown, with the average 

rema i~ing slightly under 10 per cent. The Central portion remained 

practically stationary throughout the sixty years, with only a 

minor increase between 1870 and 1880. The Northern section remained 

nearly the same until 1920 when the percentage increase nearly 

do ubled that of 1910, and again increased nearly tNice as much in 

1920. Prior to 1910, the percentages for all three sections 

changed only slightly with the exception of the South for 1870 to 

1880. The relatively small change in the per cent. of the central 

an d northern sections and the red "ction in the per cent. of Negroes 

living in the southern zone may be attributed to several causes. 

Fi rst, that the migrations were not long dista.nce but that the 

persons mig rating remained in the same sections and gradually worked 

northward as they acquired more money. The second factor for con

Sideration is that the ~egroes were migrating longer distances, but 

due t o the influx of European immigrants in the northern and central 

. . 

I 
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zones, the comparison of the Negro to total popQlation was affected 

Between 1910 and 1920, the southern section showed a decrease while 

the northern zone increased. This decade has be an judged by many 

to be the period of the heaviest migrations to northern Illinois 

and Chicago, and may be explained by the increased demsnd for Negro 

labor. The per cent. increase in 1930 as compared to the 1920 rate 

for the northern section was 2.4 per cent., or an increase of 4.2 

per cent. Since 1910 for the Negro fraction of the total population. 

This rather rapid increase in the Negro population in this zone was 

due , no doubt, to the sudden stoppage of foreign immigrants during 

t his period. The decade from 1920 to 1930 showed a minor increase 

for the southern zone as well. This increase may be attributed to 

the fact that Illinois attracted many Negro migr ants during the 

boom years, and that in some cases the migrants remained in southern 

towns. 

In the preceding paragraph, it was shown that the per cent. 

increase of the Negro population to total population varied consid

erably in the three divisions of the state. Table IX compares the 

growth of the Negro population in forty-one selected towns, in addi-

I tion t o Chicago, its suburbs and the state for the decennial dates 

from 1 870 to 1930. As in the case of Table VII, the total popQla·· 

tion \'las used as a base for the per cent. Negro population. In 

1870, the 41 selected towns had the highest per cent. of Negroes 

.71 t h 4. 05 per cent • At this date, Chicago and the state were quite 
low . 

. In percentage of Negroes, with 1.2 per cent. and 1.1 per cent. 

respect ively. In 1880, the selected towns began to decline until 

1890. Where t hey rema ined at 3.5 per cent. until 1900. Between 
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the decade of 1900 to 1910, the selected towns increased in per 

cent. slig htly and in 1910 began to decline again. From 1920 to 

1920, t he decline was quite r epid. Chicago, in 1890, showed no 

increase in per cent. over the 1880 rmrk, while the state had in

creased only sl i ghtly ov er the per cent. of Chicago. In 1890, the 

suburbs \"1ere abo ut equal \"1ith Chicago in the per cent. of ~'~ egroe s 

to the total population, though both were belOW t he percentage of 

t ile state and the selected towns. By 1900, the state and Chicago 

had again reached about the same percentage of growth, while the 

suburbs had decreased in per cent. from the previous decade. From 

1900 to 1 910, the state rermined A. t about the same per cent., \"1ith 

Chicago i ncreasing Slightly to pass the state. The suburbs also 

increased and just passed the rate of g rowth for the state. From 

1910 to 1 9 30, the state, Chicago, and suburbs increased double or 

more in their per cent. of growth as compared to the increases from 

18 70 to 1910. The rate of increase for Chicago and suburbs dur ing 

the period from 1910 to 1930 was about parallel. Though there was 

a greater increase in the per cent. of r egro population from 1910 

I t o 1920 over tiE.t of 1900 to 1910, the greatest increase in both 

I Chicago and suburbs \vas from 1920 t o 1920. Although t he state in

creased at a greater rate from 1920 to 1920 than at any other pre

I vious decase, t he rat e of increase was less than the increase for 

I Chicago and t he suburbs. 

In conclusion, it is evident from the data used in this chapter 

that the highest per cent. of l~egro population to total population, 

as Well as a greater number of migrants to the state, has been in 
the past decade from 1920 to 1930. 
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Chapter II 

Location and EAtent of the Community. 

The topics included in the discussion of the Champaign-Urbana 

communi ty of Negroes deal wi th the location and a short description 

of Champaign-Urbana, a description of the so-called Negro section 

in regard to the physical appearances, the spatial distribution of 

the Negroes for the years 1878, 1904 and 1932, the growth of the 

~~egro popula ti on since 1860, and -the age distr ibu tion of the resi-

dents. 

The term "community" has been defined by many persons and in 

various ~Nays. Thus the term defined by Rural Sociologists differs 

fr~ the term "community" used by Urban Sociologists. Steiner gave 

Sneddan's claSSification of community types. In this 

inste.nce, he recognized two types of communities, one, the associate 

or small community, where the relationships are primary or face to 

The other was called the federated community, or the large 

~here most of the social contacts are of a secondary or im

personal nature. 1 In his book, "Community Organization" t Steiner 

gave three essentials for a community. The first is "a locality 

Occupied by (2) people who devise some sort of (3) communal organ

their interests".2 Professor Hiller has defined 

society which occupies a continuous territory 

which through the exchange of service8 or goods may be regarded 

cooperatin~ to carryon a common life. But within a group, 

. Steiner, J. F., Community Or~anization, p. 19. 

. Ib 1 d., P • 20. 
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society or community certain diversities exist which my be con

sidered as a unit. Of these diversities, spatial position or rela-

tives is one phase. "The spatial relations result from competitive 

cooperative. whereby races, classes and sectarian or other groups 

are segregated in sapera te quarters or distri cts." 3 Thus we accept 

the Negro secti on as an associate community in vlhich the spatial 

relat ions tends to make ita unit of a larger community. 

The Negroes studied in this survey are residents of Champaign-

-rbana., known as the Twin Cities. These cities are loce-ted in the =-

Eastern-Cen tlal section of the state and are on the main line of 

the Illinois Central Railroad be:ween Chicago and the southern 

The Peoria and Eastern divisions of the Cleveland, C~ca.go, 

Cincinnati and st. Louis Railroad passes through both cities. The 

?:lin Cities in 1900 had a total population of 33,408, which included 

1992 l~egroes. 4 Of this number of Negroes, only 394 lived in Urbana. 

rbana is the older of the t'.10 cities and is the county seat of I 
~Mopaign County. Due to the fact that the Illinois Central Rail

road \'1as unable to buy a right of way through Urbana., it was forced 

about two miles west of the business area of Urbana. This 

ection that sprang up about the Illinois Central station was first 

own as "West Urbam", though it \'1as unorganized, but on April 27, 

57 a. village organization was voted under the name of "West 

r ana" and in February of 1860 the name ';'IS.S changed to Champaign. 5 

· Hiller, E. T., Principles of A)ociolog:l.. pp. 20-26. 

• 15th Census, Vol. II, Population, Table 12, pp. 603-613. 

· Stewart, J. R., History of Champaign County, Vol. I, p. 370. 
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The TWin Cities have al'.1ays been governed by separate political 

units, but will be considered as one community in this study. There 

is Ii ttle industry in this community to attraot newcomers wi th the 

exception of the Illinois Central Railroad shops, the Big Four Rail

road shops, and the University of Illinois. With the growth of the 

University the social sorority and fraternity system also developed, 

supplying a demand for a considerable nrumber of wage earners. 

The University especially has attracted many people to the 

T'.'1in Cities. In some cases they are families who have moved duri ng 

\ tie period that their children are attending the University. This 

group is rather mobile t though some find employment and remain in 

t~G Twin Ci ties. In other oases, individuals are attracted to the 

co~unity because of domestic service in the sorority and fraternity 

gl'OUpS, and among the faculty members. others come to fill posi

tior.s a. t the Uni versi ty. A oonsiderable number of retired farmers 

from surm unding areas have settled in the Twin Cities. 

Because Champaign-Urbana is predominantly a University to~n, 

lith little industry, there are many residential districts. Sur-

rounding the Universi ty in both cities, one finds nearly every home 

~s lodging for one or more students. dowever, this district is 

typical rooming house area found in distriots of deteriora

large cities. A small busin:'lss area has developed near 

niversity to meet the demands of the students. In the South-

section of both Champaign and Urbana new reSidential areas have 

developed in the past ten or twelve years. In these new areas t 

nyof th8 faculty members from the University have either built 

~ • 

.. ... ... 
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or are renting homes. The older residential sections of the cities 

are to the north of Green street, one of the main streets of travel 

\'1hich connects the two cities. Most of the hou.ses are one family 

\ rt::si denc es. Apartment houses are in the minority, though a number 
I 

\ of old houses have been remodeled to facilitate "light housekeep-

I ing". 
I 

Both cities have bUSiness districts, though Champaign has a 

~lore dQminant economic position, due no doubt to the proximity of 

the Illinois Central P.a.ilroad. The bUSiness area in Champaign 

covers a greater sect ion than toot of Urbana, and has a larger and 

I ·,vid.er range of bUSiness establishments. ~ny of these establish

:tents cater to the trade of students and other individuals connected 

',7i th the Uni versi ty. 

Champaign has a greater recreational center. There ere five 

':loving picture theaters and several dance halls, while in Urbana 

there is one moving picture theater and one dance hall. Al thou.gh 

the ~~egroes are allowed to ettend the theaters, they are required 

to sit in a designated and segregated section of t11e house. The 

::egroes do not attend the public dance halls. though occas ionally 

one of the halls in the Universi ty district is rented by the r:egroes 

fjr special occasions. The Negro students hold dances at Boyd's 

?qstaurant. a Negro restaurant near the Campus. The Twin Ci ties --
!lave five principal parks • with a number of subdivision parks that 

dedicated by the subdivider. Crystal Lake Park in Urbana 

4: the largest and most fully equipped for recreational use in the 

.~in Cities, as \VeIl as in Champaign County. The Negro populati CIl 

Sas Crystal Lake Park to sorae extent. but they are excluded from 

.. . .. 
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the s\Vinuning pool because of racial prejudice against them. The 

Illinois Central has built a park north of the outskirts of Urbana. (:, 

and is the one generally us ed by the Negroes. 

The majority of the Negroes live in the northern part of both 

of the cities. This section is bounded on the north by Bradley 

-treat, on the east by Goodwin street, on the south by Park Street, 

and on the west by the Illinois Central tracks. The above defined 

district covers an area of about one square mile. To many of the 

.esidents of the two towns, and especially among the policemen, 

this secti on is known as the "Jungle". Al though as a rnl e there is 

a tendency among the Negroes and '::hi t es to live apart, except in so 

far as t he economic c ondi tions necessitates contact between the two 

6 groups, there are a number of whites living in this area. So far 

as the existing Ii terature discloses t there is no city, with the 

possible exception of Tulsa, Oklahoma., \'1here a concen tration of 

.. egroes is found, that approaches absolute segrr:gation in the defi:::,e 

egro quarter. 7 In this so-called !~egro district, there are 857 

~ouses, of which 28 were vacant at the tie of the study, and 403 

:f fne used dwellings were occupied by ~egroes in 1932. Thus the 

percentage of Negro dwellings to total used dwellings is 48.6 per 

~ent. in this area. However, if we were to divide the defined area 

sections, one the area from Park ~treet as the southern 

oUMary, northWard to Washir~ton street in Champaign and Beslin 

area covering twenty-seven square blocks, TIe 

ould find only 85 Negro resi dences in this part out of a. total of 

. Dowd, Jerome, The Negro in American Life, p. 471 • 

. Johnson, C. S., The Negro in American Civili.ation, p. 202. 

• 
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320 houses, or only 27 per cent. Negro residences. The second 

diviSi ·In covers forty-seven square blocks, from Washington and 

3eslin straets northWard to Bradley. In this section there are a 

total of 5~7 houses, and 318 Negro residences or 59 per cent • 

. :;egro houses. Thus the greater number of Negro fnmilies are found 

north of Washington and Beslin Streets. This concentration of 

::egroes wi thin the defined Hegro secti on is in accord with the fore

going statement regarding other cities. 

The first impressions that an observer has, as he enters a 

~ommunity or any segregated area within a community, pertain to the 

types of phYSical structures in the area. In the so-called }~egro 

I community here under conSideration, these structures are chiefly 

the dwelling places of the inhabitants. These readily serve as an 

::-.dex of their occupants ' position in the competitive economic 

:oca.le. As a rule, these residences are frame dwellings and in most 

instances, they are p~aced on small lots and are thus crowded on 

the block, providing all of the lots are utilized. The observer, 

in walking or driving through this area, would at once notice the 

dra.b and unl:empt appearances of the structures. Occasi onally, be 

'Il:ght notice a house that has just been painted and repaired, but 

thls is quite rare. As a whole, the residences in this area are in 

need of paint and general repairs, such as the roof, porch and 

steps. In the section south of Washington Street, the appearances 

of the residential properties is much better than is true of the 

p~perties north of Washington and Beslin Streets. In this northern 

Jection. one sees a number of small wllatherbeaten shaak-like atrua-
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tures consisting of two or three small rooms. In this section, 

! more than in the southern section of the quarter, one sees many 

hous es with glass miss ing from doors and windows. As a substitute 

for glass, paper and old clothes are used, which gives the neighbor

hood a deteriorated appearance. 

There is little beauty in the surrounding landscape in this 

area. Again the soutaern section gives the appearance of the reSi

dents having more pride in their neighborhood, or more resources 

for giving expression to their inclinations, for they have better 

kept yards and streets. In some instances the people in the north

ern section have smell flower gardens, and their yards are kept in 

good condition. In many of the yards, trash of all kinds may be 

Because the children have little space in the yards in which 

to play, they are usually found playing in a vacant field or in the 

streets. In Urbana, most of the east and west streets are paved, 
I 

I 
" 

but in Champaign the streets as a rule are unimproved. The dirt 

streets are in poor condi ti on, and the ruts are often filled in 

t. 

,ith ashes, in which glass and nails have been thrown. 

l.iany of these houses when they Were built made no provision 

inside sanitation. OutSide latreens are in evidence throughout 

the whole defined area. Thes e latreens are often placed quite close 

to the house. In a number of instances, the people obtain their 

',1 ter supply from a hydrant placed in the front or side yard. In 

some ca.ses, these hydrants serve t\Vo residences. In that case the 

occupants of one of the houses must go int 0 the neighbor I s yard for 

.is \va.t er supply. 

There are seven churches in this area, of ~~ich three are brick ~ 
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~uila..ings and in fairly good L-condition. Of these seven churches, 

~nly one is located in Urbana. At one time there were two other 

~hurches there, but the congregations diminished in size, aEd the 

,jurches finally closed. One group merged 'Hi th the same denomine-

:ion in Champaign. 

Though some l~egro communities have business sections of their 

Champaign-Urbana has ::1.0 def ined Negro business area, ':Ii th the 

ossib1e excepti on of several grocery stores and barber shops 
K -

oo~ed on Fifth ~treet, Poplar street, and First street. ~ost of r---------------______________ --______ ----___ 
'_"grocery stores are o'nned by white people, ho'~ever. There are 

'''0 Kegro grocery stores in the ~n:'n Cities. First Street and 

.oplar street are considered the "Red Light" district in tl:is de-

:r.ed :.egro section. There are also a number of gambling hOllS es 

In ·.'1hich "policy" is played) located on Poplar Street. During 

rohibition times Poplar and First Streets were well known for the 

'er of bootleggers and speakeasies to be found on these streets. 

~he maj ori ty of the :~egroes have moved into this area becE.u~ e 

t'vo fectors. One of these is low rents, and the other, the pr e-

ice &.gainst them in other arees. JJo':'t rents may be attributed 

... averal condit ions. First, there ar e no building restri cti ons , 

3econd, th8 proximity of the Negro settlement to the Gas :'jor~:s, 

IHino is Central Railroad shops, an!i the Habash, the Big Four, 

thG IllinoiS Centrel tracks. Also the movements southward of 

ain bllildings of the lJniversi ty apparently has effected a re

~ion of rents in the vicinity including the l';egro area. 

"n the 1.'lhole, the }~egro sections in any town are usually the 

: 
J 
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districts which are located in areas the least esteemed for residen-
, 

tial purpos es. This s ta tement is quit e true of Champaign-Urbana.. 

Johnson says that in most cases ",,.,here the Negroes have settled in 

to'lm3, they are to be found within a short distance of the business 

area. 8 Data were collected from the City Directories of Ohampaign

:r'Qane. for the years of 1878,1904 and 1922 to show the distribution 

J~ the l':egro population in the ~in Oi ties. The names and addresses 

0: all Negro people living in the two cities for the three dates 

.,edioned is included in this material. Spot maps ",vere made, 

?igures X, XI and XII, which show the place of habitation of each 

.erson as obtained from the addre~ses. The map for 1878 sho~s only 

a few persons living near the business district in Champaign and 

rbana.. In 1904, tha nnmber of persons living in and near tb.e busi

~6SS district sho~s a higher degree of concentration for Champaign 

Urbana. The number of persons living ~ithin ~a1king dis

of the businass area in Champaign had increased by 1904, and 

an aven greater increase in 1932. There were a fairly large 

:lmber of Negroes living in the area north of ';lashingt on Street 

kd from Neil Street east to the Illinois Central tracks in 1904. 

remained practically the same in 1932. In Champaign by 

Negroes had moved out of the business district as seen in 

.. ure XII but were Ii ving in the area.s of the north and the east, 

.lle I.rrbana had no Negroes living near their bus iness area. These 

opla \vere Ii v ing from two or three bloeks to over a mila's distance 

o the businee area of Urbana. 

• J ohna 0 n , C. 8. t 0 p. Cit., p. 199. 
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Figure X shows the distribution of the :~egro population of the 

~in Cities in 1878. At this time the group of persons listed was 

.~llt and more widely scattered over the two towns tr£n during the 

lcceeding periods. It was not until more recent decades that the 

iegree of concentration increased in the Negro area. The section 

et~een Hill street on the north, Wright street on the east, Spring-

on the south, and the Illinois Central tracks on the 

::t I covers an area of about one square mile. In this section 

.r: 1878 t there 'Nere located 37 families, according to the City 

:rectory. The south-east part of this section is. comprised in 

.:University district of that dpte, though the University build

s ':lere situated mostly on the south side of this section. The 

·'versi t~.,. at this time had been established only eleven years as 

estate University and was quite small in enrollment. In 1878 

·e~ Were eleven Negro families living in close proximity to the 

pus t ',7hile today the Negro district has receded north~::ci. and 

J e. few Negro families are living near the site of the old campus 

early as 1878, there was one Negro family living several blocks 

t o~ South Neil street, on 'dilliams Street in Champaign. This 

ee. has never developed a large Negro group, and has always been 

idered a section of town in ':Thich 1,7hite people live. 

In Urbana in 1878, there were about t',venty Negro families liv

: .. an area which covered about t\.,o square miles. The bUSiness 

rict 71as included in this area. At this time, in a section that 

practically open country, three Negro families were living on 

and Champaign streets in Urbana. This section in the follo'.'/ing 

part of the recognized Negro area. 

' ~ -:It -... '0 
'a --
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Figure XI, the map of distribution for 1904, shows that by 

:904 the numb er of Negroes in the Twin Cities had increased, and 

-.any of them had moved into the so -ca.11ed IJegro dis tri~t of today. 

:n~rbana, the persons who had previously lived east of Broadway, 

However, the n~~ber of persons living within the section 

by University Avenue on the north, Broadway on the east, 

.pringfie1d Avenue on the south, and lJathews street on the west 

a increased in number since 1878. Part of this increase was due 

I J the fact that a number of Negroes were employed by a hotel in 

iis section and were living at their place of employment. 

In Champaign, in 1904, three addi tional families had joined 

family living on Williams street in 1878. A number of 

gave their addresses in the area between Neil and Prospect 

on the east and west respectively, and Columbia and Hhite 

~reets, respectively, on the north and south. This group, how

er, ~ere all living in private white houses, Where they were 

ployed in the domestic service. A new Negro section had started 

~ the northWest part of Champaign since 1878. This area was on 

the 200 and 400 blocks. There were a fe~ Negroes 

~i~ on Green street, bet~een First and Wright streets. These 

groes were living in fraterni ti es and sororities where they ~ere 

as cooks and housemen. The area of greatest conc~ntration 

'.'1hich the Uni versi ty dis tri ct was part, showed a great 

in the nrumber of persons residing in this district in 1904. 

the area from Hill Street north to 3radley Street, and 

the Illinois Central tracks east to Goodwin Street, had a v~ry 
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few l-iegroes living there. nowever, by 1904, this distriet in

~reased to nearly 70 Negroes. This secti on shows the beginning of 

~e concentration of the Negro people in the defined area. 

The map of distribution for 1932, Figure XII. shQ1.vS an inoreas 

in the number of Negroes living in the northwest section of 

:hampaign on i • .aple street I bet\'1een State and Lynn streets. The 

s~ll group of Negroes who liv~d on Williams Street in 1904, had 

r&!l18,ined about the same in number in 1932. In this section, the 

sarae ~~egroes have owned their homes for years. Because the area in 

1932 was predominantly a white neighborhood, and the number of 

. egroes who were Ii ving there, in the minority, one might expect 

:hl.s to bean exclusive r";egro section in 'Rhich the Negroes '.'Tho 

there enjoyed a certain amount of social prestige. Among the 

town people, this section ~s not considered to be of any 

social importance than any part of town in which the Negro 

reside. With one exception, there is no part of town which 

lends social prestige to its residents. In fact, among the per20ns 

:::terviewed, most agreed the t Champaign-Urbana is very different 

from other ci ties in \vhich i\egroes live, because of the lack of /k 
I;fined sections of social prestige. One man ~aid I "You never know 

~!lether a minister or a gambler is moving next door to you." [The 

one exception to this, is Poplar street, a.nd to SOr.18 extent, Ash and 

"ourth ::3treets ~ Pop1a.r street at one time was considered as desir

residential street as any of those within the defined Negro 

Today, the better class Negro is moving away, as they say 

ey do no t want to rear their children in a section known for its 
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vices. The section west of South Neil Stret, however, gives a 

::i.gher social status to the Negro student who is attending the Uni

versi ty. The number of people living on Water Street in 1932 de

~reased in size considerably since 1904. There were a few facilies 

living on this street in 19 ~, \vho had lived there since 1904 and 

orevious to that date. The section south of University Avenue and . 
between First Street and Wright street showed only six families 

living in this area in 1932. The area of greatest concentration 

for the ~Jegro population was the t area which was north of Park 

Street and from the Illinois Central tracks east to Goodwin. 

In Urbana in 1932 the number of Negroes living outside of the 

so-called Negro sect ion was very small, with only a few Negro 

fe.J:',ili es living on Clark and lIain Stre.:;ts, west of Color Avenue. 

I~ Jrbana, on stoughton, Clark and University Stre~ts there were 

several IJegro fraternities and sororities. 

It is apparent from a comparison of the Figures X, XI a~d XII 

that the Negroes are moving and settling in the northern sections 

:f both Champaign-Urbana. The invaSion of the };egro into t:1is area 

],6 ('aused a reoession of the \'1hites in some cases. Along Wsshing

on and Beslin StreGts from Fifth Street east, tl:ere was a s!:1a11 

Mazw of these people have left tileir old homes, 

.~ he.ve become absorbed into the oommunity. There are still a 

fe'v Germans living on Washington Street between Sixth and Wright 

"reet, who, though they resent the Negr oes moving into their neigh

orhood, \7ill not sell their property. Another area in which the 

once lived, but have left, due to the invasion of the Keoro, 

district from ~aBhington Street north to Vine Street and 

-7 -• ~ 
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Ta.ble XIII 

Gro'.vth o£ the Negro and Total Populati on 
in Champaign-Urbana from 1860 to 1930e. 

Negro Popu1ati on b Total Population Per 

Per Cent {+I 01' (_) Cent. Numbers Per Cent (+) or (-) Numbers 
Negro 

Total Total Total Total to Total 
Date Champ. Urbana Negro Champ. Urbana Negro Champ. Urbana ~op. Champ. Urbana Pop. Pop. 
1860 51 NctLmted 1,696 Not listed 2 
1870 123 40 173 297 4,625 3,325 7,950 173 2 
1880 273 61 334 122 63 93 5,103 2,942 8,046 10 -12 1 4 
1890 252 66 318 -8 8 -5 5,839 3,611 9,350 14 19 4 4 
1900 408 71 479 62 8 51 9,098 6,728 14,826 56 63 59 3 
1910 759 117 876 86 65 83 12,421 8,245 20,666 37 44 39 4: 

J. 1920 1,234 335 1,569 63 186 79 15,873 10,244 26,117 28 24 26 6 
1930 1,598 394 1,992 30 18 27 20,348 13,06033 ,408 28 28 28 6 I-' 

I 

~ 16th Census, Population, Vol. III, Table 12, pp. 608-613. 
14th Census, Population, Vol. III, Table 8, pp. 248-250. 
13th Census, Population, Vol. II, Table 3, p. 506, Table 4, p. 508. 
12th Census, Population, Vol. It Table 24, pp. 661-663, Table 5, p. 115. 
11th Census, Population, Vol. It Table 27, pp. 527-529, Table 8, p. 381. 
loth Census, Population, Vol. I, Table 5, p. 387. 
9th Census, Po pula tion, Vol. I, Table 3, p. 131. 
8th Census, Population, Vol. I, Table 3, p. 89. 

b 
- Plus signs are not shown in table. 

aJlfU"UIJ&I .;~" 0 _ ' I:': 
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from Fourth Street east to TIright Street. The section north of 

line street has in the main been populated by l'~egroes since the 

:i!.1e of the development of that section. 

In the preceding section of this chapter, the spatial distribu

tion of the r'~egro '.7as discussed, which tended to\vard segregatjon. 

:hls spatial distribution was,ir. part, due to the growth of the 

egroes in Champaign-Urbana, which has increased steadily since 1860 

ith one except ion. 

This was for Champaign in 1890, ~hich showed a decrease of 8 

sr cent. t and '.vhich in turn affected the ra:e of ir.crease for the 

'Jtal Eegro population of the T','1in Cities. The [:l8.terial presented 

:: 'ie.ble XIII ':"Tas collected from Federal Census reports, dating 

lrur:l 1860 to 1900. There \Vere no statistics for the r-;egro popula- I 

':on or the total Negro and white population for Urbana in 1860, 

n:ch effected the rate of increase for the total Negro population 

the total population of Champaign-Urbana in 1870. As a 

:s~t, these figures \'1ere omi tted from Table XIII. The greatest 

.r cent. increase in Champaign arrong the r egroes \vas found in 1870, 

jle in Urbana, the highest frequency in the l:egro populat ion '.78.S 

und in 1920, wi th a 186 per cent. increase over the number of 

.groes in 1910. First in order of frequency in ti:e total popula-

.on f:r ':;ha.mpaign '.Vas the period ending in the decennial date of 

. 70, with an advance of 173 per cent. The greatest increase in 

tal population in Urbana \"1as in 1~00, at T.7hioh time tlle total 

'p:11e.tion increased 62 per cent. over the previous decade, though 

!880 the total :I;egro and \'Ihi t e popula tion decreased 12 per cel ~. 
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