- -

Wnd Seints of Christ. Although the Spiritual Church is headsd by
Negro woman, few Negroes attend the meetings., This womsn holids
e meetings in her own home, end thouogh she terms these sessions

mnurch meetings, they are in reality "spiritual™ readings, which

ttract many whites.

There are two seperate end distinet divisions of the Lethodist
plscopal churches among ths Negroes. One is the African liethodist
piscopal Church, and the other is the Colored ..ethodist Episcopal
hurch., The latter originated in the South and is very strong
hroughout the southern stetes, but in ths smeller cities of the
orth it does not have as large & following as the African lListhodist
piscopel. These churches pattern their bshevior most closely after
e white churches, Like the whites, they require their ministers

b have soms theological training before they may accept & church

gstorate; and, like the white liethodiste, these ministers are
pved periodiecally, remsining in one church from & minimum of one
|.ar to 8 maximum of seven years, The Sermons are fairly well or-
gnized and usuelly pertein to some every dey problem that con-
ont the persons in the congregation. These churches have & nore
jgnified manner then some of the other denominations representead.
a;re is 1ittle emotion attached to ths order of the servicse in H

gege chnrchea. Though there iz no defined "Amen corner", in any

the churches, with ths exception of the Sanctified Church,

pcasionally one heers en "Amen", "0 Lord™, snd other similar ex-
ree=ions. These come from the older members of the congregetion,

ni ars a hold over of the old "Amen cornera”, The younger peopl-
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in the congregation show but 1little emotion.

The Salem Baptist Church mey be classed next to ths liesthodist
¥ Churchss in regard to emotionslism, followed by the remeining
Baptist Churches., These churches pattern after white churches, buat
often show a 1little more emotion by both the congregetion and the
minister, than do the liethodist churches, At one of the services

attended by the writer, ons of the Baptist ministers said that he

had been taught to keep his religion to himself and not to "shout
and sing", but that to him religion was such an overpowering feel-
ing, that he had to "praise it to the skies and sing and shout as
loud as possible™. This gives an exampnle of how thsese people,
though wishing to give vent to thei: emotions, try to restrain tham-l
gelvea,

The Church of God end Saints of Christ is patterned to & great

pxtent after the Seventh Dey Adventists, For them, ths Sabbath

—— et

begins at sundown on FPriday night, and lssts till sundown Saturday
night, During this time, they do not handle money or cook, but
prepare their food the dey previously. This church has a very
2mall membership of abount twenty persons in e11. Their Sabbath
begins with a meeting on Fridsy evsning, and an sll day meeting on
Saturday, stopping at noon to each & luncheon they have brought
with them. There i= no music in the church, other than the singing
with is unsccompanied, Testimoniels ere given from verses of the

| Bible, and are repested by each person present from memory. In
giving these testimoniels, the verses and chapters are named. The

testimoniels vary in length from one or two verses, to five minutes

Il
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quotation from the Seriptures. The sermon is quite simple in text,
and the worship of this little group is very devout.
The most emotionsl Negro church represented in the Twin Cities
iz the Church of God in Christ, or more commonly known as the
janctified Church, The music of this church is furnished by a
'hiano. drum, mandolin, end sometimes s saxzophone or violin. The
hymns are sung from memory, and th: tunes are very much of the "jaz
. fariaty. The religions ferver among the individuals of the congre-
[ . Lation becomes so0 great at times, that they rise and stamp their
feet to the rhythm of the musiec, This is usually done with the
| leyes closed, eand the arms held above their hesds, while they chant
to the musie, This type of exhibition continues, usually, until

2 perzon drops from exhaustion. Generally, when one starts, the

itest of the congregation rises also, but occasionally orly one will
rise. The order of the service appears, to an outsider, to have
no set form., Testimonials are given here also. The sermon is
M8imple and ouite disconnected, and interrupted frequently by persons
from the "Amen corner”.
| A few of the Negroes of Champaign-Urbana are Catholiec and
Episcopalian, As there are no Negro churches for them to attend,

they attend the white churches in town, or ome of tie other dsnom-

| inations of MNegro churches.

The structures of the churchesa, with the exception of the
A, M, B., the C. M. E., and Salem Baptist,6 which are brick buildings
are wooden struectures and plain in esrchitecture. When one enters

iny of the churches, other than the A, i, E. and Selem Baptist,

u
|




b one is impressed with the feeling thet these church structures
are not yet completed. The furnishings are very meager, elther
with old wooden pews that are in need of peint, or they are fur-
nigzhed with collapsible chairs, All but the A. M, E., which uses

an organ, have pianos. A library has been started in the A, L., E.

Church, but ths members seldom use it. This church has the begt
enuipment of any Negro Chureh in the community.

In the listhodists and Baptista churches, social affeirs are
given occasionally, which are comprised of dinners, pageants and
verions club meetings. These churches slso have the wvarious
women's organizations common to &ll churches, such as llissionary |
gBocieties snd Tadies Aid. Once & year, s federsted pienic is
‘given by all the Negro churches of the Twin Cities, in one of the

recreational parks, such as the Illinois Central or Crystal Lake |

Pariks.

The membership of these churches varies from aspproximately
20 to about 250, this letter figure being the membership of the
A, i, E. and Selem Baptiat., The above described tendency for ”
Negroes to form & variety of Church Groups is else in keeping with

the tendency for nsarly all Negroes to be members of such congrega-

tiona., This stetement is corroborated by the data‘shown in Table
IT,, which gives the church connsction oi the 100 informants. In
both the men's and women's group, the first and second in order of
\frequency is the Africen wethodist Episcopel and Salem Baptist,
‘respectively. The next in order of frequenecy in the women's group
i the Colored lethodist Episcopal, followed in order by the Frea-
[will Baptist. Although many white persons are under the impression

|
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- Table XL

Frequeney of ‘embership in the
Various lisgro Churches by the 100 Informents

Number Reporfting

me of Churches Men Women Totel
fricen ..ethodist Episcopal 15 20 35
plored liethodist Episcopal 4 7 11
Wl em Baptist 13 11 22
t. Olive Baptist 4 0 5
| gswill Baptist 3 3 6
iz rim Baptist 2 2 &
hureh of God and Seints of Christ 2 2 =
i pjurch of God in Christ ; 2 3
| Wpiritusl Chureh 1 - 1
b Mlembership 7 2 9
ptal _ ] 50 100

iat 811 Negroes either sttend Baptist churchee or the Holy Rollers,
7 of the women ere liethodist and 17 are Baptist., In the men's

roup 19 men are lLlethodist and 20 Baptists.

Table XLI gives the freaqusney of length of church membership.
Table XLI

Frequency of Length of Church liembership
by thse 100 Informants

eers of Number Reporting
jnurch Membership Man omen Total

8 13 21

8 6 14

10-14 8 3 11
=19 b 7 12
00 -24 3 b 8
25 and over 6 5] 11
Indesirnsted 12 11 29
Total B0 = 100

In the women's divieion ths highest in freousncy is found in the
-4 years group, followed by those who are classed in the undesig-
ieted group. The undesignsted group ie first in order in the men's

|
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8gotion, while Second in frequency are the three groups, 0-4 yeers,
5-9 yesrs end 10-14 years, The averege length of membership for
the women's group is 13 yeers end for the men's division 14 years,
In Chepter III, the everage length of residence for the women is
shown to have been 14 years and for the men, 15 years, In compar-
ing the sverage residence with the aversge length of church member-
ship, one finds thet these people join & church in the new town in
ebout a yeer after their arrivel,

The various fraternal organizations to which the Negroes belong
may be divided into two diviesions., The first inclundes the non-
gecret social elubs; the second, 2ecret "fraternsl"™ organizations,
The first group comprises the Home Economics Club, the Poinsetta

¢lub, the Women's Christian Temperance Union, the Colored Women's

Association of Pedersted Women's Clubs, The Frederick Douglass
Civie Lesgue, the Republican Club, and the Illinois and Indiana
otor Club, Liost of these organizations sre self-expalsntory. The
Home Economies Club is open to any woman, but the members are most-
ly those women who are in domestic service, espescially in the Irat-
ernities and sororities. These women meet and discuss various ways
to cook and serve foods., The Poirsetta Club is e women's organiza-
tion also but with a restricted membership., This orgenigzation is
purely soeisl in function, The W. C. T, U, is & chapter of the
national organization thet includes both Negroes and whites in its
fight against intemperence. Howsver, the Negro women have & Seper-
ate organizstion in the Twin Cities, though both Negro and white

groups are under the control of the National Headquarters in

I
|
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i'anston, Il1linois, Women from both the liegro &and white cluhs
Tf-_:'st together for boerd mesetings and contesta, The Women's Club
'ﬁ a member of the Federated Women's Clubs of Illinois. This or-
-J;nization is both social and eivie in its sims, In the work domne
through the state organization, they are interested in helping the
llegroee of the state to improve themselves. In the local club,
hey are interested in working for any reforms in the Twin Cities
that will aid the conditions of the Negroes. The Frederick Douglass
fivic League 18 opened to men and women alike. This organizastion
i8 feirly new in the Twin Cities and has not shown itself to be
very active, although it has appointed various sub-orgenizations
or committees to study the conditions of the sections of the city

in which the HNegroes live. They heve gone before the city councils

to try to obtain better lighting for theses sections. Another move-

nent has been to present to the couneil of Champaign a plan for

reclaiming some of the unused land in the defined Negro section

%r a recreational perk of their own. The Illinois and Indiana

fotor Club has local orgenizations throughout the cities of Illinois
gnd Indiana, There are twelve members in each loeal club. The

purpose of this organization is social in one aspect and gives help

o its members. Because hotel accommodstions for Negroes sre suite
poor in most of the cities in Illinois snd Indiana, this club |
arranges for accommodat ion of its members and their families if they

gre treveling in either of the states. Annually, thers is s picniec

given in some designated place in Illinois or Indiana for the

imenbers to become better scquainted. Throughout the year, the

|
l
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ooel clubs have social parties where Bridge and various games are

HES W

layed. This organization does not carry 1n5uranc§ for ite members,

p\iever,

The second divieion of sociel organizations, nsmely, the secret

-

reternal , are the Limsons with their three women's suxiliaries,
fne Eastern Star, the Heroines Templar Crusaders, and the liesonic

sughters Lodge. The Shriners are represented in the Twin Cities

B —!

glso, and have & women's auxilisry known ss the Daughters of Isis.
he women's organization of the 0dd Fellows is known as the House-
01d of Ruth. The Elks have a fairly strong orgenizetion end elso
women's group known as the Desughter Elks. Thers is an American
legion Poet among the Negroes in the Twin Cities, with & women's
group known es the Auxiliary of the Americen Legion. These American
egion organizetions ere secret in some psrts of the rituasls. The
fnights of Pythias are represented here 2lso. The women's sub-
prgenization is knowm as the Courts of Calenthe, but none of ths
jifty Negro women informants ere members. Another organization in
this 1ist ie the Enights of Teber, with the women's group which is
inown es the Daughters of Tabernacle., The remeining two organize-
tions listed by the informents ere the lysterious Ten, and the
Woodmen Union. With the exgception of the American Legion, these
preanizations mey be classed under insurence orgenizations. Thess
plube pay a death fund to their membera' estate as wsll as & sick
fand. The death funds very from $36.00 to $350.00 per person, and
the sick fund from $2.50 & weak to $5.00 weekly for periode ranging
Laom five weeka to fifteen weelks. In moat of the organizetions,

g physical exemination must be pessed before edmittance to ths group.
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by applicetion. After a2 men applies for membership, he must have

101~

A11 of these organizstions are interested in some form of ralief
work either to their own members or, in the case of several of
thege orgenizations, to non-members. lost of the seerst clubs

have Rducational and 01d Age fands which are peid into the national
orgenization. The edocatlonal fund furnishss several scholsrships
& yesr. These scholarships ere obtained by competitive written
sxaminations, The 0dd Fellows, Elks and wasons have old age homes,
where eny member is entitled to admittance after a certein definite
gam has been paid. The American TLegion sends money to various
Army e2nd lNavy hospitale for "treats", which include fruit, cendy,
gum and tabacco. This orgenization also sends Chris tmes presents
to ths Soldiers QOrphanage at lormel, Illinois. The collective aims
of these organizations may be termed Charity or lLlutuel Aid, Educa=-
tion and Brotherhood. At present, the membership of both the men's
end women's groups ars somewhat reduced, due to the faet thet many
gf the members are unsble to pay their dues. These Netional organ-
izetions will undoubtedly lest longer then will the loeal groups

of the purely social type, ss there is more 8tabllity in the set-up

and cerve basic need=. LMembership in the men's organizations is

two or three sponsors who will vouch for him. His cheracter snd
sometimes his financisl stastus are inveatigated, and he is then
voted upon by & secret ballot. One black ball is sufficient to
drop & person's name from the roll of spplicents, The women's or-
panizations are more restrieted in their membership. All womsen
applying for membership must be either a wife, dasughter, sister or

mother of the men in the psasrent orgenisation., The procedure of
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application, investigetion, balloting and admittance eare the same

ae found among the men's orgsnization., Though most of these org

izations have the same names as the white clubs, there is no connec
tion between them. Both the Negro and white associstions have
different national offices and officers,

The Masons have & club room on East Meln Street in Champaign,
above a group of stores., The Elkse are buying & nouse on East
Columbia Avenue in Champsign. Both of the=e club rooms are opened
to the meetings of other organizations. At present the Elks are
heving 2 rather difficult time to pay for their club house due fo
the drop in membership. Various parties and sociel affairs are
held in both of the club rooms which are rented for specifie
occasions,

Table ILII gives the frequeney of membership within these
various orgenizations of the 100 informants, The highest fre-
queney in the women's and men's group is found in kesons and their
aeffiliated organizetions. It would seem from this table that the
men's group have fewer organizations and sre more highly concexn-
trated in these groups than among the women.

Teble XLIII indicstes the number of asspeiations to which the
informants belong, the highest frequsncy is found to be one organ-
izetion for both the men snd women, with s gradusl reduction in
frequencey as the number of organiszsetions ineresse, The aversge
number of organizations thet the women are affiliated with are two
orgenizetions, and for the men three organizations.

Table XLIV gives the frequency of yeers of club membership.

For the women the 0-4 years intervel givea the highest frequenecy.

|
|
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Frequengy of lismbership in Various

=10 5=
Table XLII

Orgenizations by the 100 Informants

%s of Orgsnizstions

Jons
gern sStar

Soines Templar Crusader
tonic Daughters Lodge

ghts of Tabor

¥ghtsrs of Tabernacle
¥ricen Tegion

giliary of American Tegion
$ Fellows

asehold of Ruth

+ghtar Elks

ight= of Pythias
riners

ighters of Igis
tterious Ten
gdman Union

B Economics Club
finsette Club

Mens Christien Temperance Union

wderick Douglass Civic League

flored ‘omens Associstion of Clubs

pibl ican Club
linois & Indians Iiotor Club

ther Reporting as Not Belonging

Any Organizetion

Table XLIII

Number Reporting

Women Men
13
6 1
2
5
2
3
5
2
4
i
9
3
7
1
1
1
1
2
3
1
1 3
1
1
2
33 24

Freauency of the Number of
Organizetions to which the 100 Informants Belong

inber of Organizations
gfilisted With

me
ot el

Number Reporting

Totel

Men Homen
12 9
9 6
3 1
2 1
24 83
50 0

21
15

3
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Tabhle XLIV

Prequency of Years of Club
Membership for the 100 Negro Informents

Number Reporting
I

Years of lembership Women Men
0-4 6 9
5-9 7 5
4 10-14 5 6
15-19 2 9
20-24 2 2 w
25-29 - 1
| 20 years snd over 3 9
Unknown 1 7
N None 38 24 |

fTha 5-9 years and 10-14 years are next in oxder, followed by 20

}years end over. In the men's group, the 0-4 yeers, 15-19 years, and
I

| 20 years and over are 2&ll eqgual in numbers, and highest in frequency.
|

!Tha averagze club affiliation is 11 years for the women and 15 years
|

for the men. This would indicate that there is a slight tendency

l for the men to enter organizations almost immediately upon their

karrival, and before becoming affiliated with a church, while the k
Twoman become church members before entering social organizations. ]l
| This survey has suggested a number of problems consideration of
which could not be given in the present study. That these problems
may be investigated in the future is the hope of the writer. The
foregoing discussion may lead others to inquire into such problems,
Grateful acknowledgment is made for the helpful sugrestions and
l|leriticisms offered by Dr. E. T. Hiller, Acting Head of the Department
of Sociology, and for those of Professor D. R, Teft and lir. E. A. J

Ahrens, all of the University of Illinois.

To Mise Berenice Lee, and to the representatives of various or-'

ganizations of the Negro population of Champaign-Urbana consulted by

| the writer, recognition is given for the courtesous cooperation sx-
tended in developing much of the informstion on which the study is bssed.
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Name
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Table XLV

Seheduls Used for Thesis

Age Sex

1.

1-
2-

4
L

4.

1.
2.

3

Birth Place

Length of Residence:

In T1linois

Champa ign-Urbana

Present Address

Qther Addrssges

Length of stay by years

Length of stay by yeers

Other ecities in which individual lived in Illinois

Name

Neme of clubs or sSocietie8s in which individusl holds membership;

Secret Length of membsrship
by ysears

Present Occupetion

For whom does

individusl work

Previous work in pest 5 years: Date

F
1
i
[
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Schedule (Continued)

Name of Church in which individual holds membsership:

Years of lshp

Other churches to whiech individual belonged:

Office held in churech

Activities entered into in the shurch

Preference of literaturs

lisgazines

News pa pers

Do you visit your neighbors How meny families visited
in the Neighrhd

Radius of distsnces visited Are your friends members of

your Church and Club

Do you attend parties

at Friends At Clubs At Church
lionthly sttendance at Lovies Preference of

theater
derital Status: larried Single Widowed 1
Divorced Separated "
Wages per year Fernings per yeer
Qwn lome Value Hent Amount peid for rent___T

Landlord white or negro Do you have Roomers

Remarks:
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