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nd Saints of Christ. Although the Spiritual Church is headed by 

Negro woman, few Negroes attend the meetings. This \voman holds 

he meetings in he r o'.vn home, and though she terms these sessions 

hurch meetings, they are in reality "spiritual" reaeli ngs, which 

ttract many whitee. 

There are two separate and dis tinct divisi ons of the .l.Lethodist 

piscopa1 churches among the Negroes. One is the African ~.lethodist 

piscopal Church. and the other is the Colored L,..ethodist Episcopal 

hurch. The latter originated in the South and is very strong 

hroughout the southern states, 'out in the smaller ci ties of the 

'orth it does not have as large a :'ollowing as the African ...iethodist 

piscopal. These churches pattern their behavior most closely after 

he \711i t e churches. Like the whites, they require tbei r ministers 

o have some theological training before they may accept a church 

storate; and, 1i1:e the white Methodists, these ministers are 

oved periodically, remaining in one church from a minimum of one 

ear to a maximum of seven years. The sermons are fairly well or-

anized and usually pertain to some every day problem that con-

ront the persons in the c ong rega ti on. These churches have aDore 

ignified manner than SOlIS of th eo_her denomi:na. tions represented. 

here is lit tIe emotion attached to the order of the service in 

hese chl1rches. Though ther e is no defined "Amen corner", in any 

: tae churches, ·.'1i th the exc eption of the Sanctified Church, 

ccasionally one hears an "Amen" "0 Lord" and other Similar ex-, , 

ressions. These come from the older members of the congregation, 

nd are a hold over of the old "Amen corners". The younger peopl-
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in the congregation S i lOW but little emotion. 

The Salem Baptist Church rrey be classed next to the l.iethodist 

Churches in regard to emotionalism, followed by tne remaining 

Baptist Churches. These ehurches pattern after white churches, but 

often show a little more emotion by both the congregation and the 

minister, than do the Methodist churches • At one of the services 

attended by the \vriter, OIle of the Baptist ministers said that he 

had been taught to l(eep his religion to himself and not to "shout 

and sing", but that to him religion was such an overpowering feel­

ing, that he had to "praise it to the skies and sing and shout as 

loud as possible". This gives an exam~le of how these people, 

though '.vishing to give vent to thei 1 ernoti ons, try to restrain them-

selves. 

The Church of God and Saints of Christ is patterned to a great 

extent after the Seventh Day Adventists. For them, the Sabbath 

begins at sundown on Friday night, and lasts till sundown ~aturday 

night. During this time, they do not handle money or cook, but 

prepare their food the day previously. This church has a very 

small membership of about twenty persons in all. Their Sabbath 

begins with a meeting on Friday evgning, and an all day meeting on 

Saturday, stopping at noon to each a luncheon they have brought 

with them. There is no music in the church, other than the singing 

I with is una~companied. Testimonials are given from verses of the 

' Bible, and are repeated by each person present from memory. In 
, 

i giving these testimonials, the verses and chapters are mmed. The 

!testimonials vary in length from one or two verses, to five minutes 

I 
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quotation from the Scriptures. The sermon is quite simple i.n text, 

and the worship of this little group is very devout. 

The most emotional Negro church represented in the Twin Cities 

is the Church of God in Christ, or more commonly known as the 

Sanctif i ed Church. The music of thi s church is furnishe d by a 

piano, drum, mandolin, and sometimes a saxophone or violin. The 

hymns are SilIlg from memory, and th:: tunes are very much of the "j 

variety. The religious ferver among the individuals of the congre­

gation becomes so great at times, that they rise and stamp their 

feet to the rhythm of the music. This is usually done with the 

eyes closed, and the arms held abuve their heads, while they chant 

to the music. This type of exhibition continues, usually, until 

a person drops fl' om exhaustion. Generally, when one starts, the 

rest of the congregation rises also, but occasionally oLly one will 

ris e. The order of the service appears. to an out sid er, to have 

no set form. Testimonials are given here also. The sermon is 

Simple and quite disconnected, and interrupted frequently by persons 

from the "Amen corner". 

A few of the Negroes of Champaign-Urbana. are Catholic and 

Episcopalian. As there are no Kegro churches for them to attend, 

they attend the white churches in town, or one of tbe other denom­

ina ti ons of Negro churches. 

Tne structures of the churches, with the exception of the 

A. M. E., theC. M. E •• and Salem Baptist, which are brick buildingS 

are wooden structures and plain in architecture. When one enters 

any of the churches, other than the A. Id. E. and Sale m Baptist, 
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one is impressed with the feeling that these church structures 

are not yet completed. The furnishings are very meager, either 

1.'1ith old wooden pe\'1s that are in need of paint, or they are fur­

nished '.'lith collapsible chairs. All but the A. M. E., \vhich uses 

an organ, have pianos. A library has been started in the A. 11. E. 

Church, but the members seldom use'it. This church has the best 

equipment of any Negro Church in the community. 

In the l~ethodists and Baptists churches. social affairs are 

given oc::!asional1y, vihich are comprised of dinners, pageants and 

various club meetings. These churches also have the various 

women's organizations common to ~ll churches, such as Missionary 

societies and Ladies Aid. Once a year, a federated picnic is 

gi ven by all the Hegro churches of the Twin Ci ti es, in one of the 

recreational parks, such as the IllinoiS Central or Crystal Lake 

Parks. 

The membership of these churches varies from approximately 

20 to about 250, this latter figure being the membership of the 

A. !.~. E. and Sale m Bapt ist. The abov e described tendency for 

Negroes to form a variety of Church Groups is also in keeping ~ith 

the tendency for nearly all Negroes to be members of such congrega­

tions. This statement is corroborated by the data sho\~ in ~able 

! XL, Which gives the church connection of the 100 informants. In 

both inG men's and women's group, the first and second in order of 

freque ncy is the African .lo'lethodist Episcopal and Salem Baptist, 

respectively. The next in order of frequency in the women's group 

is the Colored l:ethodist Episcopal, followed in order by the Fr 3-

\,ill Baptist. Although many 'vhite persons are under the impreSSion 
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Table XL 

Frequency of :.:embership in the 
Various Eegro Churches by the 100 Inforrmnts 

Numb er Re120rtins 

B.llle of Churches Men 'Nomen 

frican ... ethodist Episcopal 15 20 
olored l.:ethodis t Episcopal 4 7 
lem Baptis t 11 11 

t. Olive Baptist 4 1 
96wi11 Baptist 3 3 

ilgrim Baptist 2 2 
hUTCh of God and Saints of Chri st 2 2 
hUTCh of God in Christ 1 2 
piri tual Chureh 1 
o liembership 7 2 
otal "'"!l) 50 

Total 

35 
11 
22 

5 
6 
4 
4 
3 
1 
9 

100 

,hat all Negroes either attend Baptist churches or the Holy Rollers, 

7 of the women are Methodist and 17 are Baptist. In the men's 

roup 19 men are :.:etho dis t and 20 Bapti sts • 

Table XLI gives the frequency of length of church membership. 

Years of 
Ohurch Memb ership 

0-4 
5-9 
10-14 
~5-19 
20-24 
25 and over 
lJndesipnated 
Total 

Table XLI 

Frequency of Length of Church l.iemb ership 
by the 100 Informants 

Number Reporting 
Men Women 

8 
8 
8 
5 
3 
6 

12 
-mJ 

13 
6 
3 
7 
5 
5 

11 
55 

Total 

21 
14 
11 
12 

8 
11 
23 

100 

In the women's division the highest in fre~uency is found in the 

0-4 years group, followed by those who are classed in the undesig­

nated group. The undesignated group is first in order in the men's 



-98-

section, while second in frequency are the three groups, 0-4 years, 

5-9 years and 10-14 years. The average length of membership for 

the women's group is 13 years and for the men's division 14 years. 

In Chapter III, the average length of residence for the Women is 

shown to have been 14 years and for the men, 15 years. In compar­

ing the average residence with the average length of church member­

ship, one finds that these people join a church in the new town in 

about a year after their arrival. 

The various fraternal organizations to which the Negroes belong 

my be divided into two divisions. The first includes the non-

secret social clubs; the second, secret "fraternal" organizations. 

The first group comprises the Horrs Economics Club, the Poinsetta 

Club, the Women's Chri stian Temperance Union, the Colored Viomen' s 

Association of Federated Women's Clubs, The Frederick Douglass 

Civic League, the Republican Club, and the Illinois and Indiana 

1l0t or Club. lIost of these organizations are self -expe.1antory. The 

Home Economics Club is open to any woman, but the rnemb ers are most­

ly those women who are in domestic service, especially in the frat-

ernit~es and sororities. These women meet and discuss various ways 

to cook and serve foods. The Poinsetta Club is a ~omen's organiza-

tion also but with a restricted membership. This organization is 

purely social in function. The W. C. T. U. is a chapter of the 

national organization thP..t includes both Negroes and whites in its 

fight against intemperance. HO'.vever, the Negro women have a separ­

late organization in the Twin Cities, though both Negro and white 
I 

I groups are under the control of the National Headqll!l.rters in 
I 



-99-

3vanston, Illinois. Women from both the Negro and whi te cluhs 

meet together for board meetings and contests. The Women's Club 

is a member of the Federated Women's Clubs of Illinois. This or­

ga.nization is both social and civic in its aims. In the work done 

through the state organization, they are interested in helping the 

Negroes of the state to improve themselves. In the local club, 

they are interested in working for a.ny reforms in the Twin Cities 

the. t will aid the condi ti ons of the Negroe s. The Frederick Douglass 

Civic League is opened to men and women alike. This organization 

is fairly new in the T\vin Cities and has not shown itself to be 

very active, although it has apPointed various sub-organizations 

or committees to studS· the conditions of the sections of the city 

in 'i'1hich the Negroes live. They have gone before the ci ty councils 

to try to obtain better lighting for these sections. Another move­

ment has been to present to the council of Champaign a plan for 

reclaiming some of the unused land in the defined Negro 9 ection 

for a recreational park of thei r own. The Illinois and Indiana 

:,otor Club has local organizations throug hout the ci ties of Illinois 

and Indiana. There are twelve members in each local club. The 

purpose of this organization is social in one aspect and gives help 

to its members. Because hotel accommodations for Negroes are quite 

poor in most of the cities in Illinois and Indiana, this club 

arranges for accommodation of its members and their families if they 

are traveling in either of the states. Annually, there is a picnic 

given in some designa.ted place in Illinois or Indiana for the 

members to become better acquainted. Throughout the year, the 
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ocal clubs have social parties where Bridge and various games are 

layed. This organization does not carry insurance fer its members, 

O"lever. 

The second division of social organizations, namely, the secret 

~raternBl, are the l~iasons with thei r three women's auxiliaries, 

the Eastern star, the Heroines Templar Crusaders, and. the Masonic 

~ughters Lodge. The Shri~ers are represented in the Twin Cities 

als 0, end :b.ave a women's auxiliary known as the Daughters of Isis. 

;he women's organization of the Odd Fellows is known as the House-

101d of Ruth. The Elks have a fairly strong organization and also 

a wome n' s group known as the Daughter 1O.ks. There is an Amer ican 

Legion Post among the Negroes in the Twin Cities, with a women's 

gro up known as the A axiliary of the J.meri can Legion. These American 

Legion organizations are secret in some parts of the rituals. The 

Knights of Pythias are represented here also. The women's sub­

organization is kno~ as the Courts of Calanthe, but none of the 

fifty Negro women informants are members. Another organization in 

this list is the Knights of Taber, '.'1ith the \vomen's group which is 

mown as the Daughters of Tabernacle. The remaining two organiza­

tions listed by the informants are the fuysterious Ten, and the 

',Ioodman Union. With the exception of t!le American IJegion, these 

orEanizs.tions may be classed under insurance organizations. These 

clubs pay a death fund to their members' estate as well as a sick 

.rand. The death funds v~ry from $35.00 to ~350.00 per person, and 

thp. Sick fund from $2.50 a wel3k to .. 5.00 weekly for periods ranging 

from five weeks to fifteen \"1eeks. In most of the organizations, 

a phYSical examination must be passed before admittance to the group. 
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All of these organizations are interested in some form of relief 

work either to their mvn members or, in the case of Reveral of 

these organizations, to non-members. Uost of the secr~t clubs 

have Educational and Old Age funds 'Nhich are paid into the na ti onal 

organi~ation. The educational fund furnishes seve=al scnolp-r~hipa 

a year. These scholarships are obtained by competitive written 

examina tions. The Odd Fell0'.7s, Elks and .l..asons have old. age homes, 

"There any member is enti tIed to admi ttance after a certain defini te 

SQ~ has been paid. The American Legion sends money to various 

Army and Eavy hospi tals for "trGats", which include fruit, candy. 

gLlITl and tobacco. This orgallizat ion als 0 sends Chris tmas presents 

to the Soldiers Orphanage at :~orlI8l. Illinois. The collective aims 

of these organizations may be termed Charity or Lutual Aid, Educa­

tion and Brotherhood. At present, the membership of both the nen's 

and '."omen's groups are sonewhat reduced, due to the fact that ma.Il~l 

lif the rrembers are unable to pay t!~eir dues. These National organ­

izations ~ill undoubtedly last longer than will the local groups 

of the purely social type, as there is more stability in the set-up 

and E erve baSi c needs. l.:embership in the men's organi zat10ns is 

by application. After a man applies for membership. he must have 

t\VO or three sponsors ...,ho ',vill vouch for tim. His character and 

sometimes his financial status are investigated. and he is then 

voted upon by a secret ballot. One black ball is sufficient to 

drop a person's name from the roll of applicants. The women's or­

ganizations are more restricted in their membership. All ~omen 

applying for membership must be either a Wife, daughter, sister ,r 

mother of the men in the parent organization. The proc edure of 

" 
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application, investigation, balloting and admittance are the same 

ae found among the men's organization. Though most of these org~~ __ 

izations have the same names as the white clubs, there is no con~ec 

tion bet'.veen thAm. Both the Negro and '.flhite associations have 

different national offices and officers. 

The Masons have a club room on East Main Street in Charr:paign, 

above a group of stores. The Elks are buying a nouse on East 

Columbia Avenue in Champaign. Both of these club rooms are opened 

to the meetings of other organizations. At present the Elks are 

having a rather difficult time to pay for their club house due to 

the drop in membership. Various parties and social affairs are 

held in both of the club rooms which are rented for specific 

occasions. 

Table XLII gives the frequency of membership with in these 

various organizations of the 100 informants. The highest fre- I. 
quency in the wOIMn' s and men's g roup is f cnnd in Masons and their I 
affiliated organizations. It would seem from this table that the 

men's group have fewer organizations and are more highly conce~-

trated in these groups than among the '.'lomen. 

Table XLIII indicates the nJ~ber of associations to which the 

informants belong, the highest frequency is found to be one organ­

ization for both the fnm and women, '.'lith a gradual reduction in 

freq~ency as the number of organizations increase. The average 

number of organizations that the women are affiliated with are two 

organizations, and for the men three organizations. 

Table XLIV gives the frequency of years of club membership. 

For the women the 0-4 years interval gives the highest frequency. 



-103-

Table XLII 

Frequency of 1J.er:ibership in Vari ous 
Organizations by the 100 Informauts 

Nwnber Report ins 
~s of Organizations 

ons 
3tern star 
.oines Templar Crusader 
lonic Daught ers Lodge 
'ght s of Tab or 
~ht9rs of Tabernacle 
,rican Leg ion 
iliary of Arne ric an TJegion 

d Fellows 
lsehold of Ruth 
;8 
19ht er Elks 
igh+ s of Pythias 
riners 
J.ghters of Isis 
~terious Ten 
odman Union 
as Economics Club 
ins etta Club 
:lens Christian Temperance :Jnion 
ederick Douglass Civic League 
lored \';omens Association of Club s 
pu.bl i can 01 u b 
linoi s & Indiana !.lotor Club 
unb er Report ing as Not Belonging 
lAny Organization 

Table XLIII 

Women 

5 
2 
5 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 

33 

Frequency of the rumber of 

klen 

13 
1 

3 

1 
2 

24 

2 

5 

4 

9 

7 
1 

Organizat ions to whi ch the 100 Informants Belong 

~ber of Organizations 
~fi1iated T,71th 

me 
otal 

Nwnber 
Men 

12 
9 
3 
2 

24 
00 

ReEortin~ 

\1omen 

9 
6 
1 
1 

33 
-00 

Total 

21 
15 

4 
3 

57 
Irnr 
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Table XLIV 

Frequency of Years of Club 
Membership for the 100 Negro Inf ormant a 

Number Report ing 
Women Men Years of IViembership 

0-4 6 9 
5-9 7 5 
10-14 5 6 

1 15- 19 2 9 

I 20-24 2 2 
25-29 1 

I 30 years and over 3 9 
IUnknOwn 1 7 
I None 33 24 

i The 5-9 years and 10-14 years are next in o:r;.,der, followe"d by 30 

I years and over. In the mente group, the 0-4 years, 15-19 years, and 
I 

30 years and over are all equal in numbers, and highest in frequency. 

The average club affiliation is 11 years for the women and 15 years 

for the men. This would indicate that there is a slight tendency 

for the men to enter organizations almost immediately upon their 

arrival, and before becoming affiliated with a church, while the 

women become church mernb ers before entering social organizations. 

Tr~s survey has suggested a number of problems consideration of 

which could not be given in the present study. That these problems 

may be investigated in the future is the hope of the writer. The 

foregoing discussion may lead others to inquire into such problems. 

Grateful acknowledgment is made for the helpful sug ~ estions and 

criticisms offered by Dr. E. T. Hiller, Acting Head of the Department 

of Sociology, and for those of Professor D. R. Taft and i.-ir. E. A. 

Ahrens, all of the University of Illinois. 

To LUss Berenice Lee, and to the representatives of various or­

ganizations of the Negro population of Champaign-Urbana consulted by 

the writer, recognition is given for the courteous cooperation ex­

tended in developing much of the inform ti on on which the study is based. 
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Table nv 

Schedule Gsed for Thesis 

Name ______________________________ ~Age ______________ Sex ____________ ~1 

Birth Place ______________________ _ 

Length of Residence: 

1. In Illinois _________________ Cha.mpa.ign-Urbana ________________ ~1 

2. Present Address _____________ Length of stay by years _________ ~1 

3. Other Addresses ____________ ~Length of stay by years ________ __ 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

other cities in which individual lived in Illinois 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Name of clubs or societies in '.7hicn individual holds membership: 

Name 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Secret Length of membership 
by years 

Present Occupation For whom does 
---------------------individual work _____________ __ 

Previous work in past 5 years: Date 

1. 

2. 

:3. 
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Schedule (Continued) 

Name of Church in '.vhieh individual holds membe:;rship: 

Years of ldshp 
------------------------------------------- -----------~I 
other churches to which individual belonged: 

Office hsld in church 
-------------------------------------------------~ 
Activities entered into in the church --------------------------

I Preference of literature ---------------------------------------------11 
Magazines ------------------------------------------------------------
N e\'3 pa pers -----------------------------------------------------------
Do you visit your neighbors How many families visited 

------------in the Neigbrhd ------------
Radius of distances visited Are your friends members of 

----------~your Church and Club ________ _ 

Do you attend parties 
at Friends At Clubs At Church 

--------------------~ ----------- ---------
1.10n thly a ttendanc eat 1110vies Preference of 

-------------theater 
---------------------

l.iari tal status: l • .a.rri ed Single rlido1;'1ed 

Divorced SefBrated 

Ylages per year Earnings per year 

Own {orne Value Rent Amount fBid for re!lt 

Landlord ',7hi t e or negro Do you have Roomers 

Remarks: 

J 
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