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The topic of Lhis paper ig the image of blacksg as portrayved

by the whitéﬂpress specifically in Champaign-Urbana, 1llineis.

The scope 1is basgically how the newspapels of this town portray
or Sstereotype hbhlacks as a specific ethnic group in America. I
intend to show the changes in the viewpolints that the press had
of Dblacks over a &3 year period. The methodology I employed
involved searchin through several newspapers from the Champalgn-
Urbana area intermittently from 1825 to 1988. The newspapers 1
used are as follows:; Champalgn Qﬁwsd Gazette, Urbana Qgily

Courier, The Dailynlllini, I1lincis Times and the Plain Truth.
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The Champaign News Gazette, Urbana Daily Courier and The Daily
111ini are pavers that were owned by and emploved whites as
opposed to the 11linois Times and Plain Truth which were papers
run by the blacks in this community. In using papers of the
white and black persuasion, 1 was able 10 compare and contrast

the views held by both parties of hlacks.

For each newspaper, with the exception of The Daily fliini,
Illinois Times and the Plain Truth, I looked at 1925(pre-war &
pre-depression era), 1968-69 and 198§. 1 decided to use a 67
vear period in which to compare my material &0 that I would have
a broad framework as a reference thereby enabling me to see how
perspectives changed more effectively than I could if I had used
a more narrow reference. In outlining my paper, I decided to
summarize 1325, 1968-62 and 1988 respectively then 1 will
compare/contrast the vyears ysed then 1 will draw conclusions
based upon the materlal 1 found anc ultimately summarize my
findings.

1925 . Nineteen hundred twentyfive on average was a stable




vear for America. not too much wasz happening. When looking at
the press 1In 1925 in terms of articles on blacks, 1t was
interesting to find that first of all there waren't too many

articlegs to begin with and second the articles that I did find

portraved bhlackse in a negative manner, relative to today. The
twoe articles that § will use sound basgically the same. One
article that | wused was taken from the February 2, 1988
Champaign News Cazette and it was titled,""Hang Negro For Woman's
Death™. The secend article came from tha January &, 1925 Urbana
Daily Courier and was titled,"Negro Cause of Panic In Two
Hoswitals". A1l the articles 1 found on blacks or "negroes”™ in
1929 came fiom these two papers. When [ looked through The
Daily I11lini I couldn't find any articles and the I1llinois Times
and the Flain Truth had not bheen establisgshed yvyet. The first
article titled,"Hang Negro For Woman's Death"”, was basgically
about & man o©or "negro” who was hung for Killing a woman three
years prior to his hanging. The second article was basgically
about & negrg who Jjust appeared in two different hospitals
(Robert Rurns & Garfield Park) and terrorized patients and used
his shoes as weapons and escaped with three watches. The
article alsgo ztates how "scores of police and cltizens organized
vosses and made a systematic search hunt for the negro". First,
these articles share a common theme which is negroes committing
crimes. Not only do these people seem to commit crimed but
they are commonly referred to as "negroes". The problem with
the theme of these articles is obvious. Blacks in the 1920's

weren't, considered important enough to write about. Second if

they were mentioned in the paper. they were commiiting crimes.

This type of action led to the reinforcement of negative




attitudes towards blacks or '"negeoces”" as it was commonly used at
thiz point in time. Ags for the term nagro, that 185 just a sign
of the times. Negro stems from the word Negroid which is
defined as: of or pertaining to or designating a major ethnic
division of the human species whose members are characterized by
brown to black pigmentation and often by tight curled hairm
broad nosesg and thick lips (879:The American Heritage
Dictionary). Even though 1t may appear that an empirical
definition of Negro/Negroid may Jjustify being labeled as one.,
alot of Dblacks don't really 1like being called "negro" just

hecause it reminds them of the past and all the evils associated

with it. When reading through the newspapers in order to find
articles aoan Dblacks, 1 found a myriad of articles that didn't
per tain to biacks. Sirangely enough though the articles that

waren't about blacks didn't gtate the ethnicity of the group
they were about but somehow one Kknows that they were about
whites aor should 1 say Caucasians. It is obvious that the
articles about negroesg had to stand out just because there were
go few among an innumerable amount of artlicles not pertaining to
blacks.

1968-69 . Nineteen hundred slxtyeight and sixtynine was a
time of radical change. The white papers started to realize the
importance of black issues, hegroes were more commonly referred
to as "hlacks™ and blacks gained power in the press with the
ectablishment of their own newspapers. Two newspapers runned by
hlacks were sgtablished. One was titled 1llinois Times

{established in 1949) and the Plain Truth (established in 1967).

The first paper was the conservative paper and the latter was




the 1liberal paper of the times. The 60's were a time of
political and socisal unrest. The death of Martin Luther King
Jr. and the liberation of blacks fed the fires of racial
prejudice that disrupted many black lives all over the country.
For example. while thumbing through the January 15, 1969 Daily
I1lipi, T found an article entitled, "Black Incidents"™. The
article was baslcally about a fraternity man who felt as though
he should express his feelings about the way blacks acted on the
University of Illinois campus because he was sure others shared

his feellings. He cited several incidents in which blacks
apparently ousted other students (white students) from various
facilities ({(i.e. snack bars and gymnasiums) in order to satisfy

their own degires. The interesting thing about this article wag

the fact that | found it due to a rebuttal written in reply to

it first. The rebuttal wag printed in the February 1969 edition

of the Plain Truth. The rebuital was basically a black student,
obviously upget by the article, expression of outrage/anger. :
The rebuttal attacked the person and the problem asking, "Are
you ever pgoling to stop lying so much through those pgapped teeth

of vyours.", and sgtating,"Locok a here, gone is the negative

mannerisms of the blacks that you have been used to seeing in

§ the past.™. This article is evidence of one of the first few ;
é times that blacks were given the opportunity to defend i
? themselves thyough writing. Years prior to that incident,

|

! blacks wouldn't have been able to defend themselves publicly.

So, in a way. this goes to show that bilacks were slowly moving ?

away from the limitations from the past.




While l1ooking through the Illiinois Times, I made a major
discovery which was, while reading it [ felt s0 relaxed. [t was
ag 1f 1 had entered another dimension, almost like a fourth
cimengion, where 11lfe as a Black American was wonderful. It was
as  if black life mattered and was considered a relevant part of
american sgocliety. The Illincis Times attempted to publicize
black's accomplishments. The toplics of discoursge in this paper
were black men and women as role models for bilack youthszs and
niher pesers. Two articles that I found, for example, wore about
the positive aspects of the lives of two black men. One article
from the Fehruary 10, 1969 1llincia Times was simply titled,
"Oandidate™. 1t was about Marshall Britt, a man from Champaign,
Illinoig who was running for commltteeman in the firgst precinct.
He told how he planned to represent all clitizeng of the precinct
regardless of political contacts or religious affiliations. The
next article, which came from the zame newspaper was about a man
named Charleg E. Phillips. Thig article basically discussed his
accomplishments, a souple of which are: founder and President of
the Negre PBusginegs League and he was State Chairman of the
Republican Party in Illiinos through ftwo national campaigns.
Dverall it seems asg though the Illinols Times is a paper that
attempts to show that the secret of black's success is girong
organization through vigsion and thought.

The next newspapser I lococked at was the Champaign News
Gazetts. While thumbing through this paper, I found an article
from an April 1969 edition entitled, "Plan Black Homecoming For
Thursday. ™. The title speaks for itself. [t was nice to see

somathing of a wosgitive idea on blacks in the newspaper. This

article 1is opne of the few that I found that didn't deal with
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political, social or the economic unrest between blacks and
whites. [t's not even as if this typw of article 1y extremely
important-importance usually being associated with political or

economic topices-it's just an article showing how blacks are

gtarting to climb the social ladder of success and it shows how
white owned newspapers are starting to pay attention to things

important to the black community.

o]
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1088, Nineteen hundred gighty-eight 1is a year of
incredible change. Blacks are no longer referred 10 a8 Negro.
They are now 7teferred to as "black”™ or "Afro-american". This
vear a black man was a candidate for the president of the United
states of America. [f that doesn't speak for itself, then I

don't know what does. Even though a black man did run for

Pregident of the United States and there are a large number of

black men in business and politics, blacks still have a long way

to go. Blacks have been given rights in the U.8. that have

enabled them to pull themselves up by the bootstraps but alot of

the stereoiyves/prejudice of the past still exist today. For
example, even though more and more blacks are attending college,

there ig =2till aleot of prejudice on college campuses. An

!
article 1 found in "InPrint", The Daily T1lini magizine was ;
titled, "Racism: nationwide™. Tne article was about specific %
racist incidences on variousg college campuses hationwide. i

According to this article, racism is back in style onh college ;
campuses. There was also and atricle in the November 9, 1988 {
Daily 11lini titled, "Racism Cannot Be Taken Lightly", written
hy Monica Copeland, a black student at the University of

T11lincisg at Urbana-Champaign. This article is basicly about i

some fraternity men committed racist acts Dbyn acting out




clemeaning skits (to hlacks) to raise funds to have a pledge
class retreat. This just goes to show that some pecple are mean
and others are ignorant when 1t comes to sparing people’s
teelings and when it comes to knowing what it's like to be black
or Afro-american. oubjecilvely speaking, there is no way the
members of Zeta Beta Tau fraternity couldn't see that their idea
of fun and games was a derrogatory and resentful act. Az proof
of a sign of the times, the fraternity was under investigation
by the Committese on Student Organizations which eventually
cleared the fraternity of racial charges and sexual
digcrimination. Years ago, 1f this has happened, [ doubt very
sayiougly that a white fraternity would have had charges brought
against them because they offended some black students. The
previocus article can bhe looked at in two wavs. Une, 1t can be
looked at as whites committing racist acte against blacks or it
could be looked at as an article wriltten by a black siudent, a

black c¢collepe student. A blagk person who hasg been enabled by

the american political and so¢lial system to attend an
ingtitution «f hipher 1learning enabling her ta ultimately
compete with other people on a mere professional level, a
priviledge that blacks didn’'t have i00 vears ago.

Taday's newspapers aren't Jjust filled with racist acts
taking place on colleras cappuses, they are also filled with
positive accomplishments by blacks. In the March 2, 1980
adition of the Champalezn News Gazette, I found an article about
twa black women, the first was being henored ag an "Outstanding
Black Woman" and the second was a sorority member who was being

honored as an "Outstanding Youth". This article proves that
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blacks “have come a long way 1in terms of how people feel and
act towards them. Hovefully 1t's the beginning of something
very big.

The history of blacks in the United States hasn't been a
good one. Blacks were “sold out’ by “their own Kind or other
blacks far greedy and selfish reasons te whites who in turn
brought Them to america to be usged as slaves. For 200 vears
blacke were violated, tortured, used and thought to be lower
forms of 1ife that served only one purpose which was to serve.
It wagn't wntil the abolition of slavery by President Abraham
Lincoln in 1865 that black's lives began to change. Although
the change for the better wasn't immediate, the abolition of
gslavery set the wheels in motion that enabled blacks to zet to
where Lthey ares today. Today blacks have the same righis and
priviledges as any other ethnic group in america. Blacks are
still =stervrotyped just as many other ethnic groups are but these
ignorant/spiteful beliefs are minor disturbances in the lives of
hblacks when compared to how they used to be treated. Granted
sterotypes, prejudice and discrimination should in no way bhe

justified it Thelps to Know that these feelings are remnants of

past problems of a greater magnituds.
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FUI student
| assaulted
in Urbana

{ by Julie Keller

- A 20-year-old University student
was the victim of a sexual assault in
Urbana Monday mght an Urbana .

“Police report said. :

- According to the report, the stu- §
dent was riding her bicycle to her -
boyiriend’s residence between 8-
and 8:30 p.m. Monday when she
was pulled off of her bicycle and.
pushed to the ground by a man on ™
the 100.block of North Mathews,‘ :
Avenue.

Police Round -up

The student reported .the man:
then held her to the ground and fon- -
dled her. The student struggled

_with the man and was able to get on
her bicycle and attempt to escape _
the report said. . :
. Accordingto the report the man
caught the student again several -
blocks away and attacked her in an’
alley north of the 200 block of West-
Stoughton Street, Urbana. The man
then sexually assaulted the stu-
dent, but no rape occurred the re-
port said.- .

The, student struggled w1th the
man was able to escape to her
boyiriend’s residence after hitting-.
the man with a U-shaped b1cyc]e .
lock, the report said. :

The man was descrxbed as a
b]ack male in his 20s, 186 {o 200

'pounds with short ‘black hair and

“seruffy”’ facial hair, wearing dark
work pants, a crew- “neck shirt and a

mpper-sty]e jacket. :
Eam




Wednesday, .

- Column -
Monlccl COpeIand

: Umversuy of
Wisconsin-Madison
officials are investi- "

tion”’ held by the
Wisconsin chapter of
the Zeta Beta Tau
fraternity.: The
) newspapers say five fraternity members
-dressed-in ‘black Afro-style wigs and
“black face makeup mimicked the Jack-
son Five. Another member dressed as

talk show host Oprah Winfrey was

beaten to the cries of *‘bitch, bitch.” Af-

ter these skits the aetorslslaves were ali-
. ctioned off to the highest bidder.

'

".retreEE;" and the skits ‘‘were not meant

"tmtended to be offensive,” """

1R outrage

" outrageous action even more outrageous

: mze it as racist.

_ Jew for $5.” -

‘human beings should be offended and
v upset
. The Holocaust was "an atrocxty Mil-

lons of human beings suffered and died.

be respected and the pain inflicted upon
~ Jewish people should never be forgotten,
- demeaned, hehttled understated orlam-
pooned
.Onthe front pa ge of newspapers there
‘wotld be stories about the virulent anti-
-Semitism gripping college blacks. Poli-
. tical leaders would call for action.
Maybe there would be protests, or in-
: terrama] groups to deal with anti-

“gating a ‘‘slave aue:’

:.* Some reports say that thls fratermty, ;'
_,whlch has several Jewish members, was .
" the victim of anti-Semitic slurs last year. -
I wonder if they would consider it “offen- -
“-sive? if a fraternity that had mostly
‘black members raised money by having. .
a f“Gas a Jew Night" or if they had "~ -
B “Spanlsh Inqu1smon N:ght—Torture af

" - I-think they Would be offended and "
~rightly so. As a matter of fact, all decent

-Romsm' 'odnno’r be ’roken

a Semlhsm wouid be formed R
~ But what happened at the Umversxty

of Wisconsin? When a fraternity makes -
_fun of the pain and suffering of black~

- Americans, where was the outery? ..

t Where was the public outrage? Where
i were the political leaders and the news-
t ‘paper editorials? ’

"1 Whyis slavery not given ‘the same im- -

< The fraternity’s president issued a -
‘statement that said: “*On Oct. 20, the cur- -

-rent ZBT pledge class held a plg_d_ge_auc '

- tion to raise money for a pledge class .

! fm?fthe skits raelst offensn'e and an :
‘What makes this offenswe, racist and -

is that the fratermty doesn’t even recog-
it < Atlantic Ocean, Countless numbers were

" The memory of that tragic event should |

i -portance as the Holocaust or other his-

-P-torlcal events? Does a body wrapped in

black skin have less value? That’s what
-society always seems to be telling me.
We dismiss slavery- as something that
‘happened in the past. It's over and done
with. We don’t have to talk about it any
more. Ha, ha, ha. No hard feelings, guys. .
- Neither black nor white Americans -
are able to deal withslavery. Ithitsustoo . -

- close to home, Millions of people were
*." stolen frorm their homeland and enslaved

‘in this country. Proud pecple that had ;
great civilizations when Europe was still
in.the Dark Ages were treated hke
-animals. - -

- Africa’s most valuable resource was -
taken; Not the weak or the old, but the

: young-and strong. The labor of young.
~ Africans was used to build up the Amer- >

" icas, instead of Africa. ;
" The bodies of millions of Afru:ans who -
were thrown overboard so they would not -
infect the cargo are on the bottom of the

Iynched during and after slavery, and St
_ isolated reports continue today. . <
.- Slavery was not one of the more glo-
rious pages in our country's history. We
'*try to forget 1t Or, mZBT’s case, behtt]e
it.-

H1story tells us 1f b]acks could learn to
‘be white we wouldn’t have any problems.-
We have fo believe ‘his story” because -

~ blacks and other mmor:txes are apart ¢

. before the Pllgrlms landed at Plymout

- tionary- War. Black servicemen fougf

+ - falling apart. Our story tells us of ou

- Blacks do not have the same famil
_structure as whites because we came ou
.of a different experience. The auctio
““block separated children from their pz
Tents and men and women from thei

.- tantly our churches. That’s how we su1

y .:_ stand up and say we will not be silen
E - when these types of racial incidents hap

" Rosa Parks did and say we aren’t goin
- to sit in the back of the bus anymore.
. -up and tell the administrators at the Uni
_ types of incidents will not be allowed, bul,
‘ others will stand up too.
| not going to sit in the back of the bu

- of seats in the front,

\}\ i

[ lgh’rly |

we don’t know our sto
= Let’s take a test. When d1d the fire
Afrlcans land in the ¢olonies? Who wa

-the first black man to'die in the Revoly

flonary War? Who chopped down th:

" cherry tree? If you got No.'3 right yo!
. _%)robably got an- "A” in Amerman his
- tory. o

All Ainerxcans need to know ths

thls country too.
- The first Africans landed m Amerlc‘
June 20, 1619, in Jamestown, Va., a yea

Rock, Crispus Attucks, a black man, wa
one of the first fatalities of the Revoll

against racist enemies in World War 1
while serving in a segregated arm»
Countless others have made contribt
tions to American culture. and society
‘Where are thelr names m ‘my hlstor
book? -

" History tells us that our famlhes ar

strong tradition of extended-family

spouses. Slaves created famthes—p]a
¢ousins, aunts, uncles—and most impo:

vived, and just because it’s not ‘“trad:

tional” does not make lt mferlor, ]us
© different. - .7 t

AH of us need to iearn and respect thi

‘hisoFy and cOIture of Others. We rieed t
know all of cur hisfories—black; whitc
~American Indian, Chinese, Japaneq

A and Jewish, because all of these group
_make up our country. - :

When we know who we are, we'l

pen on our college campuses. When w
know who we are we'll stand up just lik
. And not just black students will stan
versity of Wisconsin and here that thes

concerned whites, Htspamcs Jews a
* And when we stand'up  and: say we'r

anymore, we'll find out there are plent
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