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dn Appreciation of Your family
for
136 Years of Dedicated Dervice and Commitment
to

Bethjel African Aethhodist Episcopal Churc

dt is with Honor and Admiration
that
We Acknowledge
Eheir HUnselfish) Contributions on this our

136" Anniversary
1863-1999

Bethhel A.M.E. Church
401 €ast Park Avenue
Champaign, 3((inois

Reverend Charles B. Jackson, Pastor

- ™ T e s B =



The African Methodist Episcopal Church

THE MISSION & PURPOSE
OF THE
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Mission of the AME Church is to minister to the spiritual,
intellectual, physical and emotional needs of all people by spreading
Christ's liberating gospel through word and deed. Each local church
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church shall engage in carrying
out the spirit of the original Free African Society out of which the
AME Church evolved.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son Our Lord who was conceived
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day He arose from
the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty, from whence He shall come to judge the
quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost, the Church
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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BISHOP ROBRT THOMAS, JR. MOTHER BEVERLY A, THOMAS
. PRESIDING PRELATE EPISCOPAL SUPERVISOR

Fourth Episocopal District Fourth Episocopal District

Greetings and best wishes to Rev. and Mrs. Charles B. Jackson and all the
members of Bethel A. M. E. Church, Champaign, Illinois on your

136th Anniversary Celebration.

Bishop Robert and Mother Beverly Thomas




AFRICAN METHODIST EPiscoPAL CHURCH

Dr. Cornelius Hayes, Presiding Elder

;...

Dr. & Mrs. Abornelius Hayes
P.E. North District

GREETINGS AND GOD BLESS YOU
Rev. and Mrs. Charles B. Jackson and the members of Bethel A. M. E. Church,
Champaign, Ilinois on your 136th Anniversary Celebration.

Dr. & Mrs. Cornelius Hayes
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Greetings:

Mrs. Jackson and 1 express congratulations to the 136th Church Anniversary Committee for their
faithful, courageous and hard work for a successful anniversary.

“Our prayers will always be elevated to God in believing that we can do all things through Christ
who strengthens us” (Philipians 4:13). The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church is
privileged to have Reverend and Mrs. James R. Daniel. Sr., of St. John AME Church,
Indianapolis, Indiana, our special guest on this 136th Church Anniversary.

Reverend Charles B. Jackson.
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Bethel AME Chureh

136 years of (Faith,
Love and Tradition

Thov thislory of a perion, an
insliiution or date is @ record of the
ouliward deeds, wih a Background
offen unerprersed, of kid longings,
wspisations, ard ibrggles, of kit
fadlures and lriumphs, fiis defeats or
appsorimalivn of sueceis, whick
revect eharacter, and enable poterdy
16 veun refrospectively and obgectively
lhee record;: and evaliale ki wortk in
terme: of religivas and spirdtual oalues,
and o the same lime eonsider the
contydbulion ke has made lo kis linme
und generalion. S0 if s witk a
choteroh.

*Ther tetstory of Bethel cHfriearn
Metiwdiit Epireopal Elurels may not
be ose of brilliant acticvement viewed
from malerial slundards, bt when all
faelors are liken cnbe eontideration i
luster remeains undimmed. (Founded
n s early period of the Cipd Far, i
@ prineer eommanidy budf upor
virgn preacrce lande e a young
cornunonwealih,; organieed by a
handful of (Freedmesn - gusf released
from: the chains of slavery, and a few
other (Hegroes, with only a few of
thecr group lo draw upon, wik ar
eeonsmice handieap akerent in a
sdtuealtion of a seltlemert of

mpecinious emigrants, with little
wiork - al small weages, and their o
personal ilraggle for exibence and (o
eke oul a compelence for the
proverbial “rainy day " with a litfle
fenareial aviislarnee from theix white
neighlbors, who loo were itrugyling o
erect ehurekes, sekools, and a college,
and credate buiinesses,; with lLittle or no
eduealivnal background uporn whick
1o deare, s fournders with aliwos?
prophelic vision, laid a moil endering
foundation for a budlding teal was lo
be a sacred kerdlage lo posterity in
sueceeding generalions, sercing them
with ever inereaiing useficless and
efffectiveness, and erecled an endiring
meonument lo lypify their straggles,
aspirations and ackievements. To
lhecr pition, conseeralion, awd
dedieation of el o a greaf carcse; wrnd
1o theeir singleneis of purpose and
practical 1ense thal prompled theme lo
lranslale their drearns inlo obzective
reulity, we are loday, Weeir
Berefeciaries, deeply indebled for this
priceless legaey.

At a church conference and get together
held at Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, July 14. 1938, a
discussion arose on the early history of
the church. As a result of the discussion,
Rev. Thomas H. Stoner, Pastor,
appointed a committee on Church History
for the purpose of research and to secure
facts concerning the early history of the
church.



“The personnel of this committee was
Mrs. Luana Riley, Mrs. Florence Louis
Mileamn, Mrs. Clara Anderson Allen,
Mrs. Mary Blackburn Jones, and Mr.
Albert R. Lee, Chairman. The members
of this committee, with but one exception
were citizens of this community, and had
resided here for a number of years. They
were able to call upon their own
memories, and relate the traditions that
had «ome down to them from their
parerts.

*The committee checked facts, interpreted
and «valuated all data obtained, reached
conclisions and agreements which they
presented to constitute the history of
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Churh.

EARLY HISTORY

*Canly church records before 1800 were
not found, if kept, nor was the committee
able “o secure conference minutes of
earlicr years. This can be explained
casily as Bethel AME Church is older
than the Illinois Annual Conference. The
Quarterly Conference Journal in 1891,
stated the Church was 28 years old,
which would place its origin in 1863.

*From diverse accounts given by early
settlers, along with newspaper stories,
excerots from chronicled history of
Champaign County, the church
organization known as Bethel AME
Church came into being during the year
1863

*Lothrop’s History of Champaign
County, states that the first church was
built in 1864, at a cost of $600.00.

“In 1877, the property at the southeast
corner of Park and Fourth Strects was
purchased and the frame building at 405
E. Park Avenue was moved to 402 E,
Park Avenue, making both building and
ground the property of Bethel A M.E.
Church. During the ministry of Rev.
Charles Holmes, 1880-1881, the first
parsonage was built in the back of the
church on Fourth Strect,

*Records show that on June 6, 1892 an
abstract for property was signed by the
following trustees: Robert English, L.H.
Walden, Clay Brown, John Moss and
General Cass Lee.

*A Church meeting was held October 5,
1892 to incorporate the church and take
action on building a new church and the
following were named trustees to the new
church: William Lee, L.H. Walden, Clay
Brown, John Moss and General C. Lee.

“The corporate name of the Church was
to be “The African Methodist Episcopal
Church of Champaign, Illinois.”

*Building the new church began in early
June 1892 and was completed in January
1893, at which time the church was
dedicated. A Corner Stone laying by
Lone Star Lodge No. 18, F & A.M.
featured the carly stages of building.

*The new church was a brick building
with beautiful stained glass windows.
There was an auditorium, a lecture room;



a choir room that was often called the
Baraca Room because the Baraca Class,
whicl has an enrollment of 100 at one
time. Bethel was the first church in the
Twin Cities to have a Baraca-Philathea
affiliation with the National Baraca-
Phila’hea Bible Study Group.

“The growth of the membership of the
church has been gradual but steady. We
have no figures of the membership from
its beginning but it must have been small
as th: number of Negroes here was

small. In 1888 the membership was
sixty- two (62.) The membership in
Octoler 1938 was approximately 270.

*On November 6, 1895 the church voted
to finish the inside of the church. At
this time the pews were installed, the
altar rail installed, a new furnace and
one hundred folding chairs for the lecture
room October 13, 1911, under the

leade ship of Rev. George W. Jones the
following trustees were elected: Archie
Penny, AR, Lee, P.). Carey, B.J.
Woodruff, and George Pope. The church
decidd to make extensive repairs and a
loan of $1500.00 was acquired.

*Angust 19, 1919 under the leadership of
Rev. R.H. Hackley and Trustees B.).
Woolruff, Clay Brown, R.J. Green, F.).
Jordan, Woodward Thomas, and Cecil
Nicholson rebuilding of the parsonage
was begun.

“In 1925, during the second pastorate of
Rev. Seorge W. Jones, Mrs. Sarah
Watson a staunch member of Bethel
passed away and bequeathed to the

Trustees of Bethel A.M.E. Church the
property of her late husband, Henry M.
Watson, who also was a member of
Bethel, their property at 1020 W. Main
Street, Urbana. The will provided that
the proceeds of the sale, after deducting
burial expenses, should be given to the
trustees for the purpose of liquidating the
mortgage of the church. The will was
carried out and Bethel was freed from its
mortgage debt.

“Bethel had always had a special
interest in the youth of the church and
the community. The church obtained a
recreation [ot in the 100 block on Ells
Avenue in Champaign and equipped it
with volley ball, croquet, and tennis.
The church also maintained a Reading
Center located in the 100 block on East
University Avenue in Champaign.

*Bethel has always been blessed
musically. At various times the Sunday
School boasted of excellent orchestras,
and for years the church never fiad to
leave the membership to find a pianist or
an organist. Bethel has had a choir since
1893. In 1915 a new pipe organ was
installed. The first choir robes were
purchased in 1917 for $4.00 each. In
1922 the choir was well organized with
officers and various committees, working
together to make Bethel A.M.E. Choir the
finest in the Community and the district.

“In 1946, under the leadership of Rev.
John W, Wright, the church agreed to
purchase a Mollier pipe organ at the cost
of $3000.00. Within three months all



money was collected and the organ was

paid for in full.

*The “'New Bethel” was fast becoming
old and in need of extensive repairs. In
1948, the Helping Hand Club served
meals in the basement for a Sunday
Schoo” Convention and a Church
Conference, their profit was $190.00.
Rev. Elsie Taborn, who was pastor at
that tme asked them how they would
like to use the money. The Helping
Hand Club wanted the money to be the
starte for the building fund for a new
church. Rev. Taborn appointed a
committee to bring in a report on
remoaeling the church and a plan for
financing a new building. Rev. Taborn's
healtf began to fail and Bethel's
leadership passed on to Rev. Andrew R.
Parks The task of building a “New
Bethe,” fell to Rev. Parks, who actively
engaged in the problems of the new
building until his death in 1957. Before
his diath he appointed a planning
committee to make plans for the new
building. First the committee purchased
the property adjacent to the church for
the sum of $6000.00. After Rev. Parks
death. Rev Charles M. Curry assumed
the leadership and continued the building
program,

“‘On April 6, 1958 ground was broken
and construction began in the fall of
1958 and was completed in 1959, We
marched from “OId Bethel” into our
preset edifice on Easter, April 12, 1959.

“In 1769 under Rev. W.R. Stewart's
leadership a church conference was held

and the church voted to buy the property
at 405 E. Park Avenue. Plans were
made to improve the property and was
almost completely remodeled. This was
done under the pastorate of Rev. H.H.
Walker.

*On February 8, 1976 under the
[eadership of Rev. C. E. Carr, Bethel had
a Mortgage Liguidation Service with
Bishop H.T. Primm officiating. Rev.
C.E. Carr appointed a planning
committee to draw plans for a new
parsonage to be constructed on the
property at 405 E. Park Avenue.
Construction began in August 1977,

*Under the capable leadership of Rev.
A.C. Wright, Jr. construction of the
parsonage was completed and furnished
by December 23, 1977. Rev. Wright
and his family took occupancy on
December 23, 1977 and held an open
house January 12, 1978. The parsonage
was dedicated by Bishop H.N. Robinson,
presiding Bishop of the Fourth Episcopal
District on November 23, 1980.

*During the leadership of Rev. A.C.
Wright the church underwent several
improvements; central air conditioning,
new roof, new furnishings in dining room
and Sunday School, painting of interior
and exterior of church.

*Under the pastorate of Rev. John Q.
Owens, the parsonage was remodeled and
the cross in the sanctuary was purchased.

*During the lcadership of Rev. Alfred E.
Johnson the pews were refinished and
cushioned, kneeling pads were donated



for the altar, the kitchen remodeled, the
lower level retiled, storm windows
installed, and Pew Bibles and Hymnals
purchased.

“Some of the projects undertaken in the
“New Bethel” include the purchase of the
Piano under the pastorate of Rev. Blaine
Ramsey; the Hammond Organ was
purchased under the pastorate of Rev.
H.H. Walker.

“Donations have been made to the
churc. Many were made in loving
memory of departed loved ones.

*Und:r the present pastorate of Rev.
Charles B. Jackson, the organ was
donated in memory of Brother Paul
Lawrcnce Pope by his family. New
Hymnals have been purchased. The
Church has become computerized and the
membership is growing.

“We -an look back and be proud of our
Bethe Family and the progress made.
Let u: continue to move onward and
upwa-d, so that the future generations
will be proud of us, follow in our foot
steps and fully enjoy the Blessings and
Glory of God our Heavenly Father.

PASTORS SERVING BETHEL
1863-1998

Reverends: (First Church)

Knight W.]. Davis E.P. Moore
JW. Jackson C. Holmes Rinchart

R. Holley  H. Depugh Campbell
Derrick AA. Burleigh  H. Lackey
Reverends: (Second Church)

H. Lackey ~ G.W. Jomes  C.O. Mitchell
PM. Lewis  H. Simons LS. Stone
JE. Woods HW. Jameson G.T. Shaw
F.T. Harvey E.G. Jackson M.C. Wright
P.C. Cooper R. H. Hackley T.M. Stoner
BF. Amett JA. Sherman  JW. Wiley

Christbrugh  E. King 8. Henderson
L.P. Christy CW. Jones  J. Wright
J.H. Jackson J.H. Smith  E. Taborn

A.T. Jackson C.E.Brooks  A.R. Parks
CM. Curry

Reverends: (Present Church)

CM. Curry  C. Carr S.A. Jackson

B. Ramsey  A.C. Wright  ]. Nettles, Jr.

W. Stewart 1,0, Owens  C.B. Jackson

W.N. Guy  A.E. Johnson

H.H. Walker H.H. Walker




CONGRATULATIONS
TO
BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

ON YOUR

A36 CHURCH ANNIVERSAR)

Bethel A.M.E. Church
900 John A. Woods Drive
Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Rev. Alfred E. Johnson, Pastor




James H. Hayes, Jr. WM Mimlﬁd W

Alderman, Ward 3

Bethel AME Church

City of Urbana
1204 West Dublin
Urbana, llnois 61801
(2171 384-6334

on your 736% ctuniversary

Felliford Memorial Chafeel
i

IO
Faul Brockshier; LI D.
1304 &. Mornoe; Singficld; L 62703
PH, 277-523-4758
FH, 247-498-9528

y r £ 7
DAVID COMSTOCK We're Roofing for You

(217) 352-2200

oA W e irrss e P T T e s
= 1 ROOFING i
:‘NS’SMCOMP&NY -S'dl!.g o Insulation Bem l mE G’ h
¥ s Gutters « Storm Doors e urc

P.0. BOX 785 « Sheet Metal « Security Doors
712N, HICKORY « Residential Roofing o Storm Windows
CHAMPAIGN. 1L 61820 « Commerciul Roofing « Prime Windows

- /{ .
FAX # 217-352-3523 N
21 2-352 ILLINCIS LICENSE#® 104-000316 M W /.-? Cmm‘a ﬁ‘;!
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Congratulations
Bethel AME Church

for commemorating your
tf >
136" Anniversary
of praising God.
We wish you continued success and eternal spiritual growth.

God is’t Alarmed when we hit Rock Bottom.
He made the Rock.

Shirbie L, Faulkner, Chairperson

There is no spot where God is not,

122 North Walnut Street, Champaign, Illinois 61820

351-9299
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mechanical contractors, ine.

704 South Glover
Urbana, IL 61802
(217) 328-6570
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Dest Wishes

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

on your 136" Anniversary
Judith A. Isom

BETHEL A.M.E. CHURCH SCHOOL

But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for such is the kingdom of Heaven.”

Matthew 19:14
Church School Staff

Officers Teachers
Rev. Charles B. Jackson, Pastor Janice Bradley Jerry Davis lIl Carletta Donaldson
David H. Session, Superintendent Davie J, Hill Candice Horton Jeanette Donaldson
Dennis Matthews, Asst, Superintendent Delilah Lewis Debrae’ Lomax Abdul El Jamal
Clarice Sneed, Treasure Bernice Pope George Pope Jackie Matthews
Delander Hunter, Secretary Clarice Sneed Wendy H. Black Halestine Session
Jenell Hendrix, Asst. Secretary Ludwig J. Warner, Sr.
Noel Winfrey, Asst. Secretary
Rev. 0. G. Munroe, Musician
Carletta Donaldson, Musician

CHURCH SCHOOL
SUNDAY MORNING - 9:00
401 East Park Street
Train a Child in the way he should ge, Champaign, lllinois
Fhen he is odd he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6 For transportation call: 356-0323

Congratulations

i floral co.

ML Bethel AME Chureh

John & Judy Boewe
352-410%

on your 136" Year
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dn Loving Memory

Mrs. Dowotj'wq —Hwompson

10081083
Moi Le‘r' OF -\_J Ua]q ZacLe*r'q, M\/ “Sl-gip” Thomps‘cn anc} JoLn T"\ompson

M'r’s‘. \Jaunita Mos'eq

1Q33-1007
M(r{:ker of:‘ Kenne{:i\ [\/]osleq (oleceasecl) Norr’is, Cyregorq, and [D\olver‘{
Mosleq, Te-rvrq Eiguevoa-Cav{fer and Datricia Tlmmpson

MT”. Kenneth J ohnson

(;OOA I:riend

Gooal priencj
E—L)onq T%ompson

108419099
Ouv beloved Aog and companion oF Fi&een years

MAY GOD BLESS THEM ALL
\Jol'm and Dat'r'icia Tlﬂompson
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TO I:IOI"QI"ICG IQCII'IISO!’“—OUI" ACILI(]‘I'QF, l'l‘IOII'IE‘I",
mD’l‘IEI"-iI"l-If_‘IW, C]I"G!'ICIITIO”N_’P. (_In(_! qreai-

qr*andmo"wr

Wi”\ miilurle and love {mm our a prﬂecinlive
9 Y P

{’amilq—Mabel Jones, l_inrJa Sidc!a",
Terrq & Rose Dansom,
Amaiu“crl'n erinson, & Zaclmrq Robinson

% Realty Associates
i Champaign County's #1 Homeseller!

The 75//10{ gz}z/y

Serving all of Champaign County
and Sm‘mt.'m‘i'iug areas.

V -~ 2009 G Fox Drive
o T Champaign, IL 61820
9 {217) 355-0700

A i o
' For additional information
call our Information Hot Line
1-800-615-4841

f

101 S. Lincoln
Mahomet, IL 61853
(217) 586-4906

E-mail:
nickt@taylor-realty.com
russt@taylor-realty.com

Internet Address:
http://www.taylor-realty.com

Each office

owned and operated

__-m
S UM MIT

HENRY'S AUTO REPAIR

54 E. Beardsley
Champaign, IL 61820

(217) 359-8221

Repairing all makes of cars, foreign
and domestic Engine and Transmission,
Tune-up, Brakes and Electrical repairs.

HENRY’S AUTO REPAIR

order #76476-1000
Distributor: Bill Rickard

#{800) 800-4960 Ext. 4697

The HomzBuild Program

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Phase Thres

Fomily Insome Limits are $17,450.00 Jor
a #ingle member houszhold and up o
$52,600.00 Jfor an igh? member household.
Grants available from $25,000 to $13,000.

ing on HouseHold Income)
FREE LOTS AVAILABLE IN URBANA & CHAMPAIGN

» Houses have Three or Four Bedrooms
« Two Full Bathrooms * Central Air

* Refrigerator & Range furnished

» With or without Two Car Garage

17

For more information call
Diane A. Mitchell or John L.Johnson

at (217) 352-6533




Me’re Blooming fox UYou

AREA CODE 217
TELEPHONE 367-83584

S5, . Bethel AME Church

1002 NORTH CUNNINGHAM
URBANA, ILLINDSIS 61802

on your 7367 cluniversary

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Congratulations for Enduring 136 Years

‘GOD IS AS DEPENDENT ON YOU AS YOU ARE ON HIMY”
Matialia Jackion

O give thanks to the Lord; for e is good: for Fois merey endureth for ener.
() give thanks te the God of gods ; for Fois merey endureth for ever.
O give thanks unto the Loed of lords ; fox F0is merey endureth for enex.
To Hoim wiho alone doeth great wonders ; for 0is merey endureth for ever.
To Hiim that by wisdem made the heavens ; for His merey endureth for ever. Dialin 736:7-5

Lou Anna Riley Women s Missionary Sociely
Sister Patricia L. Nettles, President
Reverend Charles B. Jackson, Pastor

Congratufations

':‘-_M“‘S"Of- H-‘.’SF?iff-"?'; Mission Hospu:e, Inc
\[ Sen Mateo Country

Pbethel AME Chuwch

on your 136" Anniversary
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My Connection to Bethel AME Church
Carrie Luetta Pope Banks

My connection to Bethel AME Church can be found close to the beginning of the congrega-
tion, Bethel AME Church predates the lllinois Annual Conference, so the Conference has no
record of Bethel before 1880, From the history of Champaign County, it was determined
that Bethel was organized in 1863. Where does my connection begin?

My grandfather, General Cass Lee was born in Missouri in 1857. He came to Urbana, lllinois
in 1864. My grandmother, Luetta Smith, the daughter of Jethro and Carolyn Smith was
born in 1864 in Urbana, Illinois. They both belonged to Bethel AME Church and were subse-
quently married at Bethel. Rev. Charles Homes, who was the minister of Bethel AME
Church performed the ceremony. My grandparents had two children, a daughter, Carrie
Alice Lee, my mother and a son William Lee. Both of my grandparents were very active in
the church. Records show in June 1892 and abstract was signed by the following Trustees:
Robert Engtish, L.H. Walden, who was my mother’s uncle, Clay Brown, John Moss, and my
Grandfather General Cass Lee. Then on October 5, 1892 a meeting was held to incorporate
the Church and to take action to build a new facility. The following were named Trustees to
the new church: William Lee, my mother’s brother, L.H. Walden, an uncle of my mother,
Clay Brown, John Moss and General Cass Lee, my grandfather. My grandfather was also a
Steward, Sunday School Superintendent, a charter member of the Baraca Class, and was
with Lone Star Lodge #18 F & AM when they laid the Corner Stone of the new church, My
grandmother, Luetta Smith Lee was also active in the various clubs of the church,

1 also have . similar connection on my father’s side. My grandfather, George W. Pope was
born in Missouri in and came to Champaign County when he was a small boy. He lived in
Sidney, 1lliviois for a while. 1t was there that he met his wife, my grandmother. Her name
was Sarah Allen. They were married March 19, 1885. To this union, two children were
born, Mary Katheryn Pope, my aunt and Cecil Pope, my father. The family moved to
Champaign when my father was school age. They also became members of Bethel AME
Church. At a church meeting held October 13, 1911, it was voted to empower Trustees to
borrow approximately $1,400.00 to make improvements to the building. Trustees elected
were Archie Penney, Albert R. Lee, my uncle, P.J. Carvey, B.J), Woodruff, a cousin, and
George W. Pope, my grandfather. Reverend George W. Jones was pastor. My grandfather,
George W. Pope served on the Trustee Board for many years. He was also a Class Leader and
a Steward. My grandmother Pope was also active in the various clubs of the church.

The Bethel AME Church Choir, in 1908 or 1909, accepted Earnest Harlan Scott as Director
and Albert R. Lee as President. E. Harlan Scott was my mother’s cousin and A.R. Lee was my
mother’s uncle. A.R. Lee played a major roll in the choir and the church as a whole, He was
also very influential in the AME Connection. Both he and E. Harlan Scott held their posi-
tions until their deaths. When E. Harlan Scott died in 1922, my father, Cecil Pope became
the Director. At that time, my aunt, Kathryn Pope Means was the organist,

19



When she resigned, my father became organist, Director and Minister of Music. Cecil Pope
held this position until he became ill in the mid sixties. Under my father’s direction and the
presidency of A.R. Lee, Bethel’s Senior Choir rose to great musical and organizational
heights. The choir sang all types of music including hymns, spirituals, gospel songs,
anthems, and cantatas. We sang not only at Bethel but in the surrounding towns and at
many conferences.

My mother, Carrie Alice Lee Pope, was also in the music department. She not only sang in
the choir, but she was one of the assistant directors. She was active in the Missionary,
Sunday School, the Willing Workers, and the conference level Missionary Society, She and
my father had six children. We all joined Bethel at an early age and worked in the church.
My brother George L. Pope is a Trustee, a Sunday School Teacher and a former Steward,
Director of the Lay Organization and has worked in different parts or capacities of the AME
Connection. My brother Cecil A. Pope was in the choir at Bethel. My Brother Paul L. Pope
was in the Gospel Choir (his heart.) He also served as a Steward and a Trustee. My Sisters
Sarah Pope Potter and Esther Pope Scroggins were both in the choir. Esther also taught
Sunday School.

1 personally, have worked with the Missionary, Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, YPD
and, of course, the choir. | met Nathaniel Banks and his family at Bethel, as they also
attended this congregation. Nathaniel and | were married June 2, 1946. We had three
wonderful children and they were brought up in Bethel AME Church.

As you can see, my connection to Bethel AME goes back a long way. Bethel African
Methodist piscopal Church will always be special to me.

God Our Father
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1401 N. Prospect Avenue, Sulte 8

Happy Anniversary

JOE A. STOVALL

Bethel AME Church

Champaign, IL 61821
Of.: (217) 356-8300
Fax: (217) 351-4255 STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES
Home: (217) 351-8303 HOME OFFICES: BLOOMING TON, ILLINOIS

~Like & good neighbor, State Farm is hers™ @ on your 1 3 6" 1 Ye ar

4
BII.I. MITCHELI. &

2009 Fox Drive, Suite G, Champaign, Illinois 61820

Bappy Anniversary

/ﬂ Bethel AME Church

BO% 5 NEIL STREET
CHAMPAIGN, 1L 615820
217-359-1993

on your 136" Year
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on youwr
136% Q{Wuma/og/

Continued GSuccess as HYou go Forward

Dr. P. Roosevelt Norman, D.D.S.

oo+ ROOSEVELT NORMAND.D.S.
b BOO2EAErL UOBWVM D D2’

CAREFUL DENTAL CARE
DENTAL CFFICE
0
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COLONWSQUARE LEANERS
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Drycleanin E ero le

who want epy best'

. ALTERATIONS & REPAIRS.
“SUEDE & LE THfR CLEANING ™*
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REMIX Joappy Anniversary

Realty Associates

Eath Office independantly Dwned and Doerated

Peggy Holdren

wmaon  Bethel AME Church

2009 Fox Drive, Suite G
Champaign, lllincis 61820
Office: (217) 352-5700
Fax: (217) 352-0108

Home Office: (217) 351-0985 M WIC /.)’) ‘4 %f(

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Congratulations on your 136" Anniversary

We are the Wolkd, We are the Children
We are: the ‘@{fw aﬂ ‘{’304'

We are the Futurve, We arve the Hope fov Gamarau
Continue to Lead Us, Continue to: Guide “Us
cemwma&gw hawve in Mw;w&b
Go Fallow the Word whick says:

Grain wra Child in the cang: e shoulkd g,
and when e is @ld, He will Vot @e/{zaw fwmz .
Drcserlis 226
Young Peoples Department
of

Lou Anna Riley Women's Missionary Society
Sister Nafisah Freeman, YPD President
Sister Malinda Jackson, YPD Director
Reverend Charles B. Jackson., Pastor

AVE & HARRY
Locit,lnc

DENNIS W. BIRT
(217) 356-7275 116 E. University
Fax (217) 352-3505 Champaign, llinois 61820

We wish you success

Bethel AME Church

i your 736" Year
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]n Loving QDemory
of My
Parencs and Brochers

Cecil Pope - Jather
Carrie AlUce Lee Pope - Qother

Ccc1( A. Pope — Brother and Paul L. Pope - Brocher

Nathaniel Banks

Yn Bau:'ny .W(emory ofj}é/ Husband . "‘ :
Our Fatber and Our Qrancfflaffer 3

Carrie 5. Banks - Wife
Natbaniel C. Banks - Son Deboral K. Banks - @auyf/er
Lisha A Banks - @au_yé‘ler—:}z—lgaw David D. Banks - Son
Grandsons
Frank E. DBanks Maruwa 57 LBanks Samuel Ben- Natbran Banks

We love you and miss you very much - But we have Beautiful Memories

In Loving QDemory
OfF My 7':'&:1‘“:_.”
Aunc and Niece 8

(Dary Kachryn Pope (eans - Aunt '
Cllen Joyce Scroggins - Niece
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REMIX Congratulations

Realty Associates
Independently Owned and Operated

John E. Maggio

REALTOR*"

wwroonne Bethhel AME Chureh

Champaign., lllinois 61820

Office: (217) 352-5700

Office: (B00) 537-0217

Fax: (217) 352-0108

Residence: (217) 485-5443/Mbl; 377-5443

on your 136" Year

ﬂe thel A T E. Ghurch

136 ﬂnnzuersary V A/
Deborak Gﬁap/er #27 0 i
@or/é:y WMalron: Sis. ézoann Pelmore E P N é
Zﬁ)or/ﬁ_y Patron: Dro. yu/}'an Senkins S

Associate Matron: Sis. Diane Witchell A
Associate Patron: DBro. ﬂenry Womble

Best Wishes

ROBERT A. HOFFMAN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Bethel AME Church

THOMAS, MAMER & HAUGHEY
FIRST OF AMERICA BANK BUILDING
30 MAIN STREET. PO BOX 560
CHAMPAIGN, ILLINOIS £1824-0560

On Your 136“’ Anniversary
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DUC HOOKERS GOLF CLUB

ADAIR, EDDIE
BLACKMON, ‘BEAR’ WM.
CLARK, LONNIE
COLBERT, CHARLES
CROCKETT, FRED
DUNLAP, ROGER
ELLIS, JOHN
HEMPHILL, ‘BO’ JAMES
HURSEY, PAUL
LAYE, JIM
McNARY, LAWSON
OLIVER, CLIFF
OMO-OSAGIE, PATRICK
PARSONS, LAMONTE
PATTERSONS, DEXTER
RANSOM, PAT
RAWLS, HENRY
RUSSELL, DUKE
SMITH, DUANE
THOMPSOM, JOHN
WHITNEY, CARL

CONGRATULATIONS BETHEL:
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK!!!
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CONGRATULATIONS

Bethel A.M.E, Church

on your

136" Anniversary

a5

hig

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise: be

| thankful unto him, and bless his name.

Psalm 100:4

Florence Ransom
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Little Capezios*Jumping Jacks*Nikes
Keds*Stride Rite*Converse

115 W. Kirby Ave.

We carry narrow and wide sizes
in both boys and girls shoes

Bappy 136" Anniversary
Betfiel A.MN.E. Churet

May the Lord continue to bless Betfhel into the new millennium

Bethhel A.M.E. Churel) Usher Board
3 fad rather be a Doorkeeper in the fouse of my Lord”

IN MEMORY
OF
Speedie & Elizabeth McDowell
and
Charlie K. & Flora Hill

from Speedie and Annie McDowell

I Am Content
1 do not ask to understand all that the great minds know.

1 ask but one small steady light to guide me as 1 go;
One sturdy strand of faith that holds and will not let me fall;

One firm conviction in my heart to rout temptation’s call.
1 do not ask to understand the power that reigns above -
1 am content that in my heart 1 know his boundless love

, .
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Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church's
Stewardess Board

Keepers of the Holy Altar

Preparers of the Holy Communion and Holy Baptism

offers our
! SALUTATIONS & PRAYERS
on this our Bor in the one spirit

we were all baplzed

lg inlo one body.
13 6l &Q)Zniversary{ e

Congralation & Best Wishes
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

%epsaﬁe HKonsultants

“Full Service Providers”

& ANNIVERSARIES
& BANQUETS

P. 0. BOX 7074 & CHURCH EVENTS

& CONFERENCES

& PARTIES

& RETIREMENTS

& SEMINARS

CATERERS
DECORATORS
EANTERTAINMVENT
FLOWERS
INVITATIONS
PHOTOGRAPHERS

s LIMOUSINE SERVICE
& SHOWERS RECEPTION SITES

& SPECIAL OCCASIONS . _
: < . SEWING SERVICE FORAFREE CONSULTATION
Phone: (217) 398-8354 ¢ WEDDINGS C4LL: DEBBIE. ELAINE &JE {\jETTE AT (217 5985354

Champaign, 1L 61826-7074

L E R E R BB & 2
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Congratulations & 39t Wishes

on this your

136" Apnniversary

A fighting church is in rebellion against
Christ’s commandment to Love One Another!

Yimberly & WWhitney _Yeaton

| Conatulaﬁons
. Jsethel A.MN.L. Church
136" Anniversary

The Scoby Family
Odell, Beverly,
Connie, Suellen

@

367-8354

; FAX % 367-8360
s 1002 NORTH CUNNINGHAM, URBANA =

COngmultions S Jest Y¢/ishes

5 , on your
@::ﬁﬁ{\

£

{

136" Apnniversary

Lrom the ( Nobles of Sudan Temple #93
N ) Edward . J3utler, Jllustrious JJotentate
Desect of Champaign, (Jasis of Jllinois
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WHERE, WHEN & WHY I PRAY

Where - Every where or any where 1 might be.

When - Every time [ feel the spirit”

Why - First of all 1 thank God for many blessings. I pray for the strength to serve, for a purpose
in my life, for courage to face all things with patience and for forgiveness of my short comings.

Florence Ransom

WHERE, WHEN, AND WHY I PRAY

WHERE - My preference is a quite room all alone. WHEN - I have an early morning devotional
period almost everyday but I don’t stick to that alone also. When ever I feel the need to talk to
someone who's always there to listen. WHY- Is for guidance to help me become more
Christ-like and willing to accept others as they are and not what I think the should be.

Chairperson Sis. Shirbie L. Faulkner

"IN LOVING MEMORY

Minnie Ruth Bracy
May 28, 1915 - January 30, 1986

Melvin “Mutt” Banks
January 22, 1923 - February 28, 1999

&L Kenneth O, Stratton, Sr.
December 18, 1927 - October 21, 1991
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In_Memoriam
Marguerita Chism Johnson
Bemard Svert Johnson
Francis Sarl Johnson

The Lord bless you and keep you on your
136th Anniversary.

Louvi Enterprises
Amway Products for you and your home
Louis C. & Victoria N. Johnson
217-787-2695

COngtns - s hs
Fethel African Nethodist g;w!m;aﬁ/ Church

on s your

136" Anniversary

Daughter of Jsis
Sudan Court #19
Desert of Champaign, (Jasis of Jllinois

Hlustrious Commandress = 97 Diane A, NlitckoAl¥
1" Lieutenant Commandress - 9/ Sunice NV, Fivers
2™ Lieutenant Commandress - 97 ﬂ@mrz M. ﬂ&f
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#_ CONGRATULATIONS

ur Bethel AM.E. Church

U On the Celebration of the

| Founding of the African Methodist Episcopal
1* Churchin 1787 by Richard Allen - 212 years ago
li and Bethel's founding in 1863.

s Bethel has been in God's Corner

- iyt T
/ raising the Lord _
'T UJ\‘-S (U for &ﬁ%‘% _}'-"_.'_ =

| Mg P67 plged
™  Bethel AM.E. Church Choir

ﬂ: anc[
ﬁ“*: Bethel's Youth Choir

[ will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever; with my mouth will 1
mafke Known thy faithfulness to all generations. Psalm 89:1
3
oy ST 5 3T 3 38 39 3 v 39 3 XA 3T T

O clap your kands, all ye people; skout unto God with the voice of
triumph. Psalm 47:1

[} 1} L 1

-

e e AFS= =TS S EEaE

@ “ B
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Congratulations
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

on your

136" Anniversary Celebration

The Urban League of Champaign County

Tracy Parsons
President
17 Taylor Street 217-356-1364
Champaign, lllinois 61820 Fax 217-356-1310
email: tparsons@prairienet.org

ongratulaons
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

on your

136" Anniversary Celebration

i;; Q; You Can’t Beat God Giving

“J d Mr. & Mrs. Joe ewis, .

Congratulations
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

on your

136™ Anniversary Celebration

May God Continue to Bless You Bethel

Mrs. Ruth A. Latham

Congratultions
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

on your

136™ Anniversary Celebration

Gray's Antiques & Collectables

Lucy J. Gray - Owner
Hours 11-5, Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday
725 S. Neil St. “The JBJ Building” Champaign, 1llinois 61820
(217) 351-2079 or by appointment (217) 352-8112
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Bobby & Brandon Black Robert E. & Loretta J, Black

Leroy Bowdrey La Keith Brooks

Andrea Cooks

Marvin & Yasmin Brown
Lola Mae Faulkner Angel Freeman

Leroy Gaston Deloris & Denita Gladney

Mildred Barnes Griggs Beth Hicks

Katheryn B. Humphrey Katrell Hunter

H. Melvin Isom Julian Jenkins

Sheryl R. Johnson Kimberly N. Lomax

Mr, & Mrs. Leon Lomax Mr, & Mrs. LeeRoy McCall

Nichelle & Malik McCall Cliff Peete

Mary E, Purdie Linda Randall

Stella Robinson Sam’s Café

David & Halene Sssio Joh chumaher
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WHERE, WHEN & WHY I PRAY

WHERE: Where ever the spirit comes upon me!!!
WHEN: Every moming, every day, every night!!!
WHY: To strive to be like Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior!!!
Brother Cliff J. Peete
[ pray to thank the Lord for the good things
he has done for me and my family from day to day.

Patricia A. Roberts

I pray all the time, especially before a test!
Saran Donahoo
I pray anywhere, any time.
I pray the minute Jesus comes into my mind.
I pray to thank Him for all the blessings he’s given me.
I’ll keep praying until the he meets me.

Marilyn A. Starks

[ pray to thank my heavenly Father for all the blessings and love
he has bestowed up me. 1 pray through every step of everyday.

Diane A. Mitchell

37



WHERE, WHEN & WHY I PRAY

[ pray as I open my eyes, as I climb out of bed. I pray as I take each step
through my house. I pray before I eat and I thank Him after I'm done. At
the end of my day, I fall to my knees and again, I pray. I give thanks to
my precious Lord for taking time to listen to my prayers.

Mrs. Iola Cook

IT
TAKES
WORK TO
BECOME A
FAMILY AND
EVEN MORE TO
STAY THAT WAY,
BEING AND STAYING
A FAMILY IS GETTING
HARDER EVERYDAY. IN
TIMES LIKE THESE WHEN
EVERYONE WANTS TO GO THEIR
OWN WAY. STAYING A CLOSE FAMILY
CAN ONLY HAPPEN IF WE PRAY. WHEN
EACH OF OUR FAMILIES SHOW THAT THEY
REALLY CARE, ONLY GOOD THINGS HAPPEN,
AND WE EACH WILL STAY FREE FROM FEAR. THERE
IS STRENGTH IN NUMBERS! THIS WILL ALWAYS BE,
WHERE THERE IS REAL LOVE! CHRIST WILL KEEP SATAN
FROM YOU AND ME. IF MY LOVE IS REAL, AND YOUR LOVE
IS TRUE, THEN NOTHING IN THIS WORLD CAN COME BETWEEN
ME AND YOU. BEING AND STAYING A FAMILY TAKES LOTS OF TIME,
BUT WITH CHRIST LEADING US, ALL THINGS WILL BE FINE. KEEP
EACH OF YOUR FAMILIES BEFORE GOD IN PRAYER, AND WHEN SOME-
THING GOES WRONG, REMEMBER TO KEEP THEM THERE. SATAN IS GOING
TO TEST
EACH OF
US, AND
HE'S NEVER
GOING TO
LEAVE US
ALONE, BUT
IF WE KEEP
GOD'S LOVE
ALL AROUND US
OUR FAMILIES WILL STAY FREE FROM SATAN'S STORMS.
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