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The African Methodist Episcopal Church 

THE MISSION & PURPOSE 
OFTHE 

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

The Mission of the AME Church is to minister to the spiritual, 
intellectual, physical and emotional needs of all people by spreading 
Christ's liberating gospel through word and deed. Each local church 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church shall engage in carrying 
out the spirit of the original Free African Society out of which the 
AME Church evolved . 

••••••••••••••••• 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son Our Lord who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day He arose from 
the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty, from whence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost , the Church 
Universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen . 



PRESIDING PRELATE 
Fourth EpisocopaJ District 

;;;mm. BEVERlY A. rnOhU\S 
EPISCOPAL SUPERVISOR 
Fourth Episocopal District 

Greetings and best wishes to Rev. and Mrs. Charles B. Jackson and all the 
members of Bethel A. M. E. Church, Champaign, Illinois on your 

136th Anniversary Celebration. 

Bishop Robert and Mother Beverly Thomas 



AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Dr. Cornelius Hayes, Presiding Elder 
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Dr. & Mrs. Cornelius Hayes 
P.E. North District 

GREETINGS AND GOD BLESS YOU 
Rev. and Mrs. Charles B: Jackson and the members orBethelA. M. E. Church, 

Champaign, Illinois on your 136th Anniversary Celebration. 

Dr. & Mrs. Cornelius Bayes 
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Rev. and Mrs Jaclkson 

Greetings: 

Mrs. Jackson and I express congratulations to the 136th Church Anniversary Committee for their 
faithful, courageous and hard work for a successful anniversary. 

"Our prayers will always be elevated to God in believing that we can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens us" (Philipians 4: 13), The Bethel African Methodist EpiscopaJ Church is 
privileged to have Reverend and Mrs. James R. Daniel. Sr. , ofSt. John AME Church, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, our speciaJ guest on this 136th Church Anniversary. 

Reverend Charles B. Jackson. 
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rJJetluL dUll!:- @}uudL 

136 1/£LLn ot (Jailh, 

.I2ntJ.R. alLLi (fmdilinn 

'd1r,' luLl",{/. t1/" p-"JdH, rut 

rH.J/.Li'uli/1H '" .tI,d, l:t IL n.b1,d dlth 
INf/l~ I'In/ tUuh, " .uY)/; 1'1 W/~ 

tJ/I,~ IUUZP"Uu(. d/ AUL IdH{PRtp.~ 
lap;i"lI//dN,/., NNf£ ;/nqtg/O-," t1/ b:t 
Inih;,,-,- tlNd t"LNNP.L, /uj rk/LoLt ", 
ul'~nJ.b;"nhiw ~ ULUI!U/ NNUfN 

n1u(.'ll"hlu(I,.I,~ Dlul UlOJk Il".thnlv 

/" IH .... .ld ~'4Jpulli1d~ ("("NO ~/LdUV 

I/u,~. rmd ,urdu,,/e Idol IOddA. '" 
UfHr. ' d/ nb{pduL mtd ./pUUanL doUu.t, 
IIHO ·d tlu 1m'" l,nIL MHULb,IHL 

trl'Nlh,,;£L/iAN. N' hOL HWlk Mba bAte 

"NFL /tutLnuu.n. rM it it. UNYh IL 

dLu,,-k. 

"@/H£i/NJtd/ '71,&,1 of/~ 

."""bUNliIl Cip;udflul €Hu,dL _ ndi 

k d~'1! tJ/ bil6uld luhiLduN,~1 L/L;.lDNL 

In"" /"1'/'/,,;01 JuuruuR"h .. ~.d ,Lt/un u/I 
lu-'LL.'IfJ U" I/dwl (HId> MHJJULkmLIH. ,lL 

lu.l."~ H.HI/Un." fNlmnUNl!o. ~.l/ 

IN IfP I!ar/v ,IURdri ,,/ /H, €LOL/ 7Oo~ Or: 

". piwu, MIHHlUAUg bul/lllPdH. 

dl;G.4H I'"un;' lo"m. UL (/ VdlLNp 

'!~'1'fdH'~Ii'I/A,' "(/~&d Iv IL 

Hm,'/p'; t1/ rpUdnUH - tOJL "koud 
l,dHl INI! e/uu/u dl.l.lm".,v, liN/La lu# 
tNh-'f' t71'{P'IU.li fttUk d..dg- rL pro 4 
I/uu g,drfP- I,,· u,mo "'JUM.~ ' mLI/L mt 

'-t!1'Ni.1hUt! H£lNI/ibJ, I;Iknm IP IL 

J,~urdL6N III fl u//w"otL 4 

(, 

ImpdLHLm.L.(. ~HUg.,OHLt~ u.Jilh hUk 
It:ILY'K * nl JNln// mlqp.J~ 11111'1 flUff "'Dn 
,lUNNlrd mugpU I'" U'mUlU OHO M 

d, _I u MmluUno fo,< In, 

1"170,",.4/0/ ~m'hp doV -;. IDfrb rL hllu 
~;,rml!/FLI (uuj.uu,a frdm Ih.u;': loNa 
1!dvAkn., lo/uJ Idd u>oe mr~ I". 

UN"f ~U~~J, Jl!h()dlJ..~ I'm,! IL I!l1I/qp~ 

fLHd u~ILI, klUHL,uO;; a1I'Zh /Ll/h ~ HA 

,dmyULdH.D/ b,UkgRJUHd uP"" ,~ 

/d dNUd~ In IIk/Hrn,." IDL'"/h o/md.J/ 

1Ih1~Lh" dLudN~ /old II' nld.// I!HdUhR¢ 

/drlRrlubilH /_ a bai/dmp /lud UIO.lI" 

k n J(~nr/ hhrUnp /d ;uu/LR4t U, 

ULN!L~rhN~ {p.HULTiLdH.I. • .l.U"dUtp. lh'Al 

tt1itk M~' L;/~nn.IL:"(/. lu,pL6un "nd 
,-/lu-/I/u/uu/ (uu/ ov.'-Iu/ an 'Hoump 

mdnrmuAIld- /VJ2L~ /H,,,I~ J/RLgg/~ 

UJ;tuiwhiHU miL'! n~muu/",wu. ~ 

fHu;C P,lii:JN, ~.tUJqdidH~ unr! 

ddlMb"_ t1/ u// '" a _.u/ ,mr.u; ORd 
/11 11u;' .uPgUR-'.u "I ~uu.pd.U! lout 

pnzuLbd ./LN." /hU/ JtNNllplLr/ f/uAt /d. 

vmulok Ihu~ ru,u/la HllA~...ui:tL 

''"u/UV/ 1""- u,~ ItJdult~ di,u 
b~huR;J7 o"P/tt Inr/J/,d I", du'.t 
phl!LILJ.I. "4fte{/.. 

At a church cOllf"<II" and 9,t t09<th" 
hdd at B,thd African M,thodist 
Episcopa( Church, Ju(y 14. 193B, a 
discussion aros< on th, ,arfy history of 
th, church. As a mu(t of th, discussion, 
R<v. Thomas H. Ston", Pastor, 
appoint,,( a commirr« on Church History 
for th, purpos< of rmarch ami to S<cur< 
facts conwning th, tarfy history of th, 
church. 



• 

7Fu personn!! of tnis committee was 
Mrs. Luana Ri(ty, Mrs. Fforme< Louis 
Mifellm, Mrs, C(ara Anderson A((m, 
Mrs. Mary B[ackburn jones, and Mr. 
A(b"t R. Lte, Chairman. Tht mtmbm 
of thIs committte, with but ont tx((ption 
wm cWuns of this community, and had 
mid. d hm for a numb" of ytars. Thty 
WeT< abf, to caff upon their OWlI 
memories, antI rc[ate the traditions ,hat 
had. omt down to thtln from their 
pamts, 

7h, committ« chuk,d facts, interpr«,d 
and. va(uated a(( data obtaind. reach,d 
cond."ions and agreements which Ihey 
pr<s<nt,d to constiMt til< history of 
Bethel African Methodist Episcopaf 
Chur .. h. 

£~RLY HISTORY 

'&"l~ church records before IBOO wm 
not f ,wnd, if kept. /lor was tht commillu 
abft '0 "Cllff conf",n(( minut" of 
,arfi" years. This can bt exp(aintd 
,asi(, ' as Betlld AME Church is ofda 
Ihan' the If(inois Amllla( Confermcc. The 
QUatt,,[y Corifmncr jOllrna( in IB91, 
slaled the Church was 2B years o(d, 
whicic WOII(d p[au its origin in IB63. 

*Fro,'I diverse aaounts given hy carfy 
sell[('5, a(ong wilFI nrwspap" storks, 
(xcer,ls from chronief,d history of 
Cha~rpaign County, th, church 
organization known as BetF,,( AME 
Church cam, illto bting dllring the year 
IB63 

, 

'Lothrop 's History of Champaign 
County, slatrs that th, first church was 
blli(t in IB64. at a cost of $600.00. 

'In IB77, th, propaty at tnt south,ast 
coma of Park and Fourth Stmts was 
purchastd and the fratm buifding at 405 
E. Park Avmue was mov,d to 402 E, 
Park Avenue, makillg both buifding and 
ground tht property of Btthd A.M.E . 
Church. Durillg th, ministry of Rev. 
Chad" Ho(mes. IBBO-IBBI, tI" first 
parsonagt was buift in th, back of the 
chllrch on Fourth Strut. 

' Ruords show that on jlln, 6. IB92 an 
abstract for propaty was signed by th, 
fo([owing Irustus: Robert Engfish, L.H. 
Wafdtn, C(ay Brown, john Moss and 
Gtnaa( Cass LC(. 

'A Chllrch mating was Fufd Octoba 5, 
IB92 to incorporate th, church and take 
action on buifding a new church and th, 
fo((owing wm nam,,{ trustus to the nM 
church: Wi((;am lte, L,H. Wafden, C(ay 
Brown. john Moss and Genera( C. L«. 

7ht corporat, nam, of th, ChureFl was 
to b, "Th, Africall M,thodist Episcopa( 
Church of Champaign, I{[jnois." 

'Bui(d;ng th, new church begall in cady 
jun' 1892 and was comp(cr,d in January 
IB93, at which tim, Ih, church was 
d,dicated. A Corner Stan, (aying by 
Lon, Star Lodg, No. lB. F & A.M. 
ftatured th, cady stag(5 of bUifding. 

'Th, lIew church was a brick buifdillg 
with beaulifu( slai",d grass windows. 
There was an aUditorium, a {ceturt room .. 



a choir roolll that lVas ofttn eal{u{ tht 
Barm a RoolII buaust tlrt Baraea Class, 
whid has an tnrollllltnt of 100 at Olrt 
timt. Btthd was th, first church in tht 
Twin Cilits 10 I,av, a Baraca-Phi{alhea 
offili/llion wilh Iht Nationa{ Baraca­
philo 'hta Bib(, Study Group. 

'Tlrt grolVth of III< mtmbcrship of tht 
.. hureII has bun gradual bUI sttady. Wt 
havt no figur<S of th, IIwnbmhip frOI/l 
ils btginning bUI it musl hav( bun smarr 
as th: numb" of NtgrotS h", lVas 
slllafl'. III 1888 Iht lIIembmhip was 
sixty· two (62.) Tht IIltlllb"ship ill 
0(/010" 1938 was approxilllately 270. 

'Oil I/ovtmb" 6, 1895 Iht elwrch vottd 
10 finish tht insiJt of Iht church. AI 
Ihis limt tht ptwS w'" inslalltd. tht 
altar rail illslalltd. a ntw furnau alld 
ont hund"d foMiny chairs for tht luturt 
roolll Octob" 13, J9Il. und" thl 
Itadt,'ship of Rev. Geory, W. jollts Iht 
follo'-;lIg truslus w'" deetld: Archit 
Ptnn!" A.R. tu, P.}. Carty. B.}. 
Woo,fruff ""d Gtorgt Pope. Tht church 
daid"d to lIIakl lxlens;vt r<pairs and a 
loall of $1500.00 lVas acquirtd. 

'Auglst 19. 1919 und" til< Itadmhip of 
Rtv. t.H. Hackfty and Truslus B.). 
Woo,(ruff, Clay Brown, R.}. G"t1I, F.j. 
Jordan, Woodward Thomas. anti (uif 
Nich"lson rtbuilding of tht parsonagt 
was l'lgun. 

'111 /:125 , durinylht stCondpastoratl of 
Rtv. ~torgt W. jontS, Mrs. Sarah 
Wal,on a staunch IIItmb" of Bcthd 
passtrf away and btqutathtrf to tht 
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TruslUS of Btthd A.M.E. Church Iht 
prop"ty of h" lalt husbant!, Hmry M. 
Walsoll, who also was a lIIt/nb" of 
Btlh<£. thtir prop<rty at 1020 W. Main 
Stml. Urbana. Tht will providtd that 
Iht proutrfs of tht salt, ofur deducting 
burial txpmscs, shouM bt givtn 10 tht 
truslus for tht purpose of liquidaling tht 
lIIorlgagt of Iht church. Tht will was 
carritd oul alld Btlht! was fmd }rom its 
mortgage dtbt. 

'Btthef had always had a spuial 
illt",sl in tht youlh of tht church mlt{ 

Iht cOlII/llullity. TIl< cllUrch obtaintd a 
"'rtation lot in tht 100 b(ock on Ells 
Avt/lut in Champaign and tquipped it 
with vollty balf, "oqUtt. and ttnllis. 
Tht church also maintaintd a Rtading 
CtIIttT located in tht 100 block on East 
Univusity Avtnut in Champaign. 

'Bttht{ has always bun blmtd 
musically. At various tillltS tht Sunday 
School boasttd of txulltllt orchtstras, 
and for ytars tht church ntvtr had to 
leavl tht mflnbtrship to find a pianisl or 
all organist. Bethd has had a choir sina 
1893. In 1915 a ntw pipt organ was 
instal{rJ. TIl< firsl choir robts w'" 
purchas,,1 in 1917 for $4.00 wh. In 
1922 tht choir was wt!{ organiud wilh 
offtars ami various committus, working 
togtth" to makt Httht! A.M.E. Choir tht 
fintst ill tht Community and tht Jistrict. 

'In 1946, unJa tht ItaJ",hip of Rtv. 
john W. Wrighl, tltt church agrted to 
purchase a Mol{ia pipt organ at tht cost 
of $3000.00. Wilhin thm months all 



mOn(1 was ((I{{ectttf alia th, o/'gall was 
paia}n in ji,{f. 

'Th, "New Bethe{" was jast becomillg 
ofa a"a ill lIua oj ,xttnsiv, "pairs. In 
t948. th, Hdpillg Halla c fub ",vttf 
m<ofs in th, bamnmt jar a Sunaay 
Schoo: COllvmtioll aua a Chureh 
Conj,wlC<, thtir projit was $190.00. 
Rcv. E fsi, T abom. who was pastor at 
that t.me askea th,," how they IVouM 
fike I. us< th, mOIl'Y. Th, H,fping 
Hand Cfub wanted Ih, mOIl'y 10 b, tm 
start~ }or th, buiftfillg jUlia jar a lIew 
chureI.. R,v. Taborn appoint,d a 
rommittu to bring in a report on 
"nloDffing the church and a pfanjor 
finaudng a nov buiftfing. R,v. Taborn ' s 
h,aftl began to jaif and B'thd' s 
f,"a",hip passttf on to Rtv. Anarew R, 
Parks Th, lask oj buiMing a "Nov 
B,th,,"" jdf 10 R,v. I'arks. who activdy 
mga9,a in th, prob{"ns oj th, ncw 
buiMillg unlif his dwth ill 1957. Bejore 
his a, ath I" appoilltttf a pfml1lillg 
comwitte< to mak, pfalls jor Ihe IICW 

buif,{,ng. Firsllh, cotmllitt« purehas<d 
the plOpaty adjaanl to Ih, church jar 
Ih, slim oj $6000.00. Ail" Rtv. Parks 
d,alh , R,v Charfts M. Curry aSSUnlttf 
II" f,admhip ana colltillu,a Ih, builaing 
prog1am. 

'On .1prif 6. 1958 grouna was brokw 
ana, ollslructioll b,gan ill Ih, jaff oj 
1958 ana was compf,t,a in 1959. W, 
mare~,d jrom "OM B,thd" into our 
pm' II ,aljia on Easter. April 11. 1959. 

'In 1169 una" Rtv. W.R. Stcwart's 
ftaa,-ship a church conj",na WaS Ilda 
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alld Ih, church votttf to buy th, prop<rly 
lit 405 £. Park Avow,. pfans w", 

maa, to ittljlrov, the property and WaS 
afrnost cOttljlf'ldy remoddttf. This was 
dOli, una" Ih, pastorat, oj R,v. H.H. 
Wafka, 

'all February 8. 1976 unaer th, 
f,aamhip oj Rtv. C E. Carr. B'lhd haa 
a Mortgag' Liquidatioll Savicc with 
Bishop H. T. Primm officiating. R,v. 
CE. Carr appoint,a a pfanning 
comrnittu to araw pfaus jor a IICW 

parsollag' to b, constrUe/,a on th, 
property at 405 E. Park Avauu. 
COllstruction b'gan in Augusl 1977. 

'Unaa th, £apab{, fcaamhip oj R,v. 
A.C Wrighl. Jr. construction oj th, 
parsonag' was cornpf,t,a alia jurnishttf 
by D,wnba 13. 1977. Rtv. Wright 
mla his jamily look occupancy on 
Dmmba 13. 1977 and hdJ an op,n 
hous< January 11. 1978. Th, parsonag' 
WaS Jttficat,d by Bishop H.N. Robinsoll. 
pmiding Bishop oj tiu Fourlll Episcopaf 
Dislrict Ott Nov,mb" 13. 1980. 

'During th, f'admhip oj R,v. A.C 
Wright the churell und,rwtnt 5Cwaf 
improvements; antral air conJitioning. 
ncw roof, ncw jllmishings in Jining room 
ana sunJay Schoof. paillting a) inlaior 
and ,xtaior oj church. 

'Ullda th, pastoral, oj R,v. JoT", Q. 
OWtns. tlu parsonag' WaS mnoJd,J allJ 
Ih, eros> in th, sanctuary WaS purchasttf. 

'During th, ftaJmhip oj R,v. Afj"J E. 
Johnson th, pcws w'" "jinish,J anJ 
Cttshionttf. kn«(ing paJs were JonaltJ 



for Il.e allar, th, kitchen "moddu!, Ifu 
lower fcvd ,,/ilea, slorm windows 
installed, and Pew BiM" and Hymnals 
pII"haStd. 

• Sam, of Ihe projecls underlaken in Ih, 
"Nm B,thd" incfud, Ih, purd,as, of Ih, 
Piallo IInaer the pastorate of R,v. Blaine 
Ram"y; Ihe H ammolla Orgall was 
pII"llasd under tI" pasloral< of R,v. 
H.H. Walker. 

'Don.ltions hay, bUll mad, 10 Ih, 
chu" i. Many wm mad, ill loving 
numl'ry of d'parl,d lovu! oncs. 

'Und" th, pr<Sen!pasloral, of R,v. 
Charlrs B. Jackson. Ihe orgall was 
donalCd in m,mory of Brotlur Paul 
lawrmcc Pope by his family. New 
Hymllals hay, bun pII"has,,{. Th, 
churl h has beeom, cOTllJlllleriud and Ih, 
membership is growing. 

'W, 'all look back ana be proud oj OUT 
Belh,: Family and Ilu progTCSs maa,. 
Let u! continue to move onward antl 
uywa ·d, so Ihal th, julU" generalions 
will b, proud oj us, Jo{{ow ill ollr fOOl 
' lgJs alld fully ,"joy Ifu B[cssings ana 
Glory of God our Hcavm[y Fa!her. 

PASTORS SERVING BETHEL 

1863-/998 

RtVw:ndS: (first (hurdl) 

Knight W.). DJlvis F..P. Moore 

j ,W. )Ilcbon C. HO{1Tlfi RInehart 

It Holley H. OC)JU!Ih Campbtff 

Omir~ A.A. Buruigh H. lAckey 

ReverenJs: (Suomi C!Jure/l) 

H. Lnrkcy C.W. Jams co. Mirchd( 

P.M. Lewis H. Simons IS Slone 

JE. wooJ.s fI ,W. )arntsOn C.T. Shllw 

F.r. Harvey F..G. jocitson M.c. Wright 

P.c. CtNJ)JtT R. /I. HacHcv T.M.510ntr 

8.F. Arndt joA. ShunuJn J.W. Wif,y 

Cnrlstbmgh F.. KiJlg S. Urn/moil 

LP. Christy c.w. )o/Us J. Wright 

}.H. jdcbon ).H. 5trtith E. Taborn 

A. T. jDchon 0 ;, Brooks A.R. Parb 
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CM . Curry 

Rcvtrcnt!s: (prtSCllt dUJrcfl) 
CM. Curry C. C,m SA. )artson 

6. Ramsey A.C W right J. Nttth Jr. 

W . Stewart J.D. Owcru ca. Jluho,. 

W.N. Guy A. .. E. Johnson 

H.H. Wo/l:(f' H.H. Walker 



CONGRATULATIONS 

TO 

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

ON YOUR 

~36 CHURCH ANNIVERaAR~ 

From 

Bethel A.M.E. Church 
900 John A. Woods Drive 

Ann Arbor, MI 481 05 

Rev. Alfred E. Johnson, Pastor 
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James H. Ha)'f.>S. Jr . 
.'o./rlrn?lQ ·" Ward J 

Bethel AME Church 
City of Urbana 
1204 West Dubion 
Utban.a.lII:MIS 61801 
1217) 384.oJl4 

O)f. O)f. U)f~ 
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DAVID COUSTOCK 
Sale!i 
(211) 352·2200 

• SidmJ 
. Gu!1cr~ 

. Sheet MC1~1 

• Jnsu/;ulon 
• Storm 00c!5 Bethel AME Church 
• St(UfIl), Doon 

• Residentia! Roufillj; • SlQrm Windows 
. Commc:cl~! Roof,ni! ' Prime Windo .... s 

ILLmOISLlCfHSf _ 1D'oOOO31' t::YR ~ /'.!IdA 
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Congratulations 
Bethel AME Church 

for commemorating your 

136tll Anniversary 
of praising God. 

We wish you continued success and eternal spiritual growth. 

"All True Soul" 

~~ 
~~ 
U 

God isn't Alanned when we hit Rock Bottom. 
He made the Rock. 

Shirbie L. Faulknu, Chairperson 

There is no spot where God is not. 

122 NOM WaL""IU[ Street, Champaign, !lIinou 61820 

351-9299 



TnT 
mechanical contractors, inc. 

704 South Glover 
Urbana, IL 61802 
(217) 328-6570 
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Proclaim 
1/~~LL(l/ Glory 

God -
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BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

on your 136th Anniversary 

Judith A. Isom 

BETHEL A.M.E. CHURCH SCHOOL 

Out JUUli said. "Lrt the little childrr.n come to Me, and do not forbid them; for such is the kingdom of lIea\en." 
.VIlll"~·19;U 

Church School Staff 
Officers 

Re .... Charles B. Jackson, Pas for 
David B. Session, Superintendent 
Oennisl\lanbews. Asst. Superintendent 
C larice Sneed. Treasure 
Delander Hunler, Secretary 
Jenell Hendrix, Asst. Secretary 
~oel Winfrey, Assl. Senetary 
Re\'. O. G. Munroe, !\fusician 
Carletta Donaldson, Musician 

-;]'''';11 II &J,ild in Il'L IIIIIIJ lu ,hD'Wi 

Teachers 
Janice Bradley Jerry Da\'is HI Carlt'rta Donaldson 
Onie J. Hill Candice Horton Jeanette Donaldson 
Delilah Lewis Debrae' Lomax Abdul E1 Jamal 
Bernice Pope George Pope Jackie Matthews 
Clarice Sneed Wendy H. Black Halestine Session 
Ludwig J . Warner. Sr. 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
SUNDA Y MORNING - 9:00 

401 East Park Street 
Champaign, l11inois 

101wI IlL iJ. (,Jd lu will lib/. bill, tuml i1. Prollerb!t· ]]:6 For transportation call: 356-{B]3 

flo .. al eo. 

John & Judy so.WI 
352·4101 

" 

<Congratufations 

ct)etfjef d\9:Yl<E <Cfjurcfj 



MT'S Domthy Thompson 
IQ08-IQ83 

MoiheT' of ,jud4 Z"CkeT'4. MV 'Sk;p' Thomp,on "nd ~ohn Thomp,on 

MT's. Jaunita Mosley 
IQ33-IQQ7 

Me.theT' of Kenneth Mo.le4 (dece"sed) NoT'T';'. GT'egOT'4. and Roberl 
Mo~le4 ' T e"M'4 ~ig.Jel'()o Cone,., and PotT"icia Thomp!>on 

MT' Kenneth Johnson 
Good t=T';end 

MT'. AI Con neT' 
Good t=T';end 

f;bony Thompson 
IQ84-IQQQ 

OUT' beloved dog and companion of Fifteen yeoT'S 

MAY GOD 8L~SS TH~M ALL 

16 
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To rlol"l.l nce Ra n ~om-our da uql,le r . moill er , 

mother- in - law, qJ'O odm ollwr. a nd qreo t­

qro ndm olher 

With gro hlude a nd lo ve fro m lI o ur oppr>eciolive 

fomill/- Mabel J ones, Linda Siddall , 
T errlJ & R os(l R o nso m , 

Amolulloh Robin ~on , & Zacharll Robinson 

SUMMIT 

HENRY'S AUTO REPAIR 

54 E. Beardsley 
Champaign,IL 61820 

(217) 359-8221 

Repairing all mol es 01 ca rs, foreign 
and domestic Engine and Tronsmission, 
T une-l.Ip, Srakes and Electrical repairs. 

, HENRY' S AUTO REPAIR 
""* '160/.1/>-1000 
0I .... 1:...to<: !;I Jt;ci.o<d ' (100) 100-4900 bt. 4.691 

17 

RFbM~C 
Realty Associates 
GWlI1paig" COImnJ 's #l Homeseller! 

2009 G Fo)( Drive 
Champaign, IL 61820 

(217) 355-0700 

101S.lincoln 
Mahomet, Il 61853 

1217) 586-4906 

For additional information 
cal! our Information Hot Line 

'-800-615-4841 

E-mail: 
nick1@taylor-realty.com 
russl@taylor-realty.com 

Internet Address: 
hnp://www.taylor-realty.com 

~1!·B -n n:rD. BIT3'!rllltl iP.?D:£J'n:rD. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
:Pll.il~(!j "S~~ 

]"'!l3Jrl:1lJ lm:.Dm E .IJ.m1~ 'Lln $1 7 .450.00 Jr.)"!' 
n rlrl..!J1.H men:lb.e:7' Jl~:hvltl Zl1ltl 'liP in 

$52 ,600.00 ;/D:7' ml <1t1DJl1 m:e:ml>s:r hrm.....-uwltl. 

Grants availablefrom $25.000 to $13.000. 
(Depending on HouseHok! Income) 

FREE roTS AVAlIABLE m URBANA & CHAMPAIGN 

• Houses have Thrc:;.e or Four Bedrooms 
• Two Full Bathrooms • Central Air 
• Refrigerator & Range furnished 
• With or without Two Car Garage 

F or more information call 
Diane A Mitchell or John L.Johnson 

at (217 ) 352·6533 
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TllE,. .. ONE 3 61·83!! 4 
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!B(O!50m rl·~.a!/;'t 
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1002. N O "TH C:UNro;'NGHAM 

UFitO"'r< A ILLINOIS 11 180Z 

Bethel AME Church 

• 

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Congratulations for Enduring 136 Years 

"GOD IS AS DEPENDENT ON YOU AS YOU ARE ON HIM!" 
...#b7/1o/Liz [laeh"", 

o fjio, ,flm,h '-" flu "&'d; 1M- ;;rJt; h gft6I/: I~ 'JlA'~ ",~n:1J. mllanl l, 1M wu. 
o fjiOL Iltm,Ju Ib-Ilt,- (jN/ "I fjMJ ; 1M ;XliJ IUF'bJ mJfI,.,tlt 1M m". 

o (jill' I/ffwiu twlo l/uJ!Md n/ /""h; 1M ';itAJ. m~ '-Ifduullt 1M- '0.#" . 
7~ '}("im wit" flIDJ,," tlM11t (IN'lti /(uu ,tI"J.; 1M ;X;u ml'lct.Jj, m dllul lr , "'- UIU. 

'd", Xim Lit al hlJ lIliuiJ1nt malll! llu f, '-Ollf'lU . .. I II,. "J(;h mUF.JJ, till/unlit , ,,,. tiJU . 'PUI/Nt 730:/-5 

l ""'~"" 
• • ' ..... c,·,.1 -:'".;1 ." ..... 

Lou Anna Riley Women So Missionary Society 
Sister Patricia L. Nettles, President 

Reverend Charles B. Jackson, Pastor 

\.1lssion Hospice. Inc 

0[ Son \ Ioteo Counm' 

" ~ ~~l ;<,:1- .'\"",J" 
V", \ l<'J:rc: C.l, O~F; r.o:>' . ,. 
t,,,~ ;;~ I<',,~' '(:' ,~;)) \H 1.",,'( 

<CongratuCations 
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My Connection "to Bethel AME Church 
Carrie luetta Pope Banks 

My connection ~o Bethel AME Church can be found close ~o the beginning of the congrega­
tion. Bethel AME Church predates the Illinois Annual Conference, so the Conference has no 
record of Bo:thel before 1880. From the history of Champaign C ollnty, i~ was determined 
that" Bethel was organized in 1863. Where does my connection begin? 

My grandfather, General Cass tee was bonl ill Missouri in 1857. He came to Urbana,lllinois 
in 1864. MV grandmother, lnetta Smith, the daughter of Jethro and Carolyn Smith was 
bono ill 1864 in Urbana, Illinois. They both belonged ~o Bethel AME Church and were subse­
quendy married at8ethet. Rev. Charles Homes, who was the minister of Bethel AME 
Church perfomlcd the ceremony. My grandparents had two children, a daughter, Carrie 
Alice lee, Iffy mother and a son William Lee. 80th of my grandparents were very active in 
the church. Records show in June 1892 alld abstract was signed by the following Tntstees: 
Robert El1g~ ish, LH. Walden, who was my mother's uncle, Clay Browtl, John Moss, and my 
Grandfather General Cass lee. Then on October 5, 1892 a meeting was held 'to incorporate 
the Church aud to take action to build a new facility. Th~ following were named Trustees to 
the new church: William lee, my mother's brother, l.H. Walden, an uncle of my mother, 
Clay Brown. John Moss and General Cass lee, my grandfather. My grandfather was also a 
Steward, Sunday School Superintendent, a charter member of the Saraca Class, and was 
with lone 5 ur lodge # I 8 F & AM when they laid the Comer Stone of the new church. My 
grandmother, lUetta Smith lee was also active in the various clubs of the church. 

, also have .1 similar connection 011 my father's side. My grandfather, George W. Pope was 
bom in Missouri in and cante to Champaign County when he was a small boy. He lived in 
Sidney, lIIiflois for a while. It was there that he met his wife, hly gral1dmodler. Her name 
was Sarah J~lIen. They were married March 19, 1885. To this union, two children were 
bom, Mary Katheryn Pope, my aunt and Cecil Pope, my father. The family moved to 
Champaign when Iny father was school age. They also became menlbers of Bethel AME 
Church. At a church meeting held October 1 J, 1911, it was voted to empower Trustees to 
borrow approxhnately $1 ,400.00 to make inlprovemeJ1t5 to the bllilding. Trustees elected 
were Archif' Penney, Albert R. lee, my uncle, P J. Carvey, 8J. Woodnlff, a cousin, and 
George W. P'ope, my grandfather. Reverend George W. Jones was pastor. My grandfather, 
GeorgeW. ?ope served on the Trustee Board for many years. He was also a Class leader and 
a Steward. My grandmother Pope was also active in the variolls clubs of the church. 

nle Bethel ,\ME Church Choir, ill 1908 or 1909, accepted Eanlest Harlan Scott as Director 
and Albert R. lee as President. E. Harlan Scott was my morller's cousin and A.R. lee was my 
mother's uflcie. A.R. lee played a major roll in die choir and tht' church as a whole. He was 
also very influential in die AME Connection. Both he and E. Hartan Scott held their posi­
tions until their deaths. When E. Harlan Scott died in '911, my father, Cecil Pope became 
the Director. At that time, my aunt, Kathryn Pope Means was the organist. 

19 
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When she resigned, my father became organist, Director and Minister of Music. Cecil Pope 
held this position until he becalne ill in the mid sixties. Under my father 's direction and the 
presidency of A.R. lee, Bethel's Senior Choir rose to great musical and organiutional 
heights. The choir sang all types of music including hymns, spirituals, gospel songs, 
anthems, and cantatas. We sang not only at Bethel but in the surrounding towns and aT 
ntany conferences. 

My modter, Carrie Alice lee Pope, was also in the music departmenT. She not only sang in 
the choir, butshe was one of the assistanrdirectors. She was active in the Missionary, 
Sunday School, the Willing Workers, and the conference level Missionary Society. She and 
my father had six children. We all joined Bethel at an early age and worked in the church. 
My brotfter George L~ Pope is a Trustee, a Sunday School Teacher and a fonner Steward, 
Oirector of the Lay Organization and has worked in different parts or capacities of the AME 
Connection . My brother CeCil A. Pope was in the choir at Bethel. My Brother Paull. Pope 
was in the (;ospel Choir (his heart.) He also served as a Steward and a Trustee. My Sisters 
Sarah Pope Potter and Esther Pope Scroggins were both in the choir. Esther also taught 
Sunday School. 

I personall) , have worked with the Missionary, Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, VPO 
and, of course, the choir. I met" Nathaniel Banks and his family at Bethel, as they also 
attended this congregation. Nadtaniel and 1 were married June 2, 19%. We had three 
wonderful ,>hildren and they were brought up in Bethel AME Church. 

As you can !;ee, my connection to Bethel AME goes back 3 long way. Bethel African 
Methodist Episrol'al Church will always be special to me. 

b 
S' 

q,;q,; 

'$ 
~ 

S­
O 

"" ,~ 

~ GL-----,:--__ --:-_~ 

God Our Father 
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JOE A. STOVALL 
Agenl 

1401 N. ProspecI AV(IntHI , Sufle 8 
Champaign. IL 61821 
011.: (217) 356·8300 
F~; (217) 3$1-4255 
Home: (217) 351·8303 

STATE FAR1.4 INSURANCE COMPANIES 
If""'! Of'l'OClS 1IL0000'N(lTON . .... """"'"5 

Happy Anniversary 

Bethel AME Church 

on your 1 Jt?h Year 

2009 Fox Drive, Suite G, Champaign, Illinois 61820 

THE UPPERCUT SALor-: 

8RE~DA I.'Ol'>:l'>:rR 

OW~£I< / ~T"'lIST 

'0 9 S l'>:Ell STR[£T 
CHAMPAIGN, II &l~~O 

~I'·3~9 _ 19") 
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~app'y cAnnit)ersar'y 

Bethel AME Church 

on your 136tlj year 



d:on tinuel:> tPuccess as ;You go cforwarl:> 

Dr. P. Roosevelt Norman, D.D.S. 

CAREFUL DENTAL CARE 
DENTAl. OH ICE 
lOl l WESl U ... tvEII$!TY AVENUE. VRS" ...... UINO!S 6 1101 
PI<>NE: 3tf.f.6U( 



COLONY SQUARE CLEANERS 

v 

Drycleani:gg.-- 0 people 
who want tb'-e-very best! 

SHIRTS 

DRAPES 

I 

. ALTERA I NS &.REPAIRS 
<::SUEDE & LEAT R CLEANING'~ 

V 
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Realty Associates 
E><fI"""~""""''''~ 

Peggy Holdren 
AEALTOR* 

Multl·Million Dollar Producer 

2009 Fo~ Drive, SUlle G 
Champalgn.llionois 61820 

Office: (21?) 352·5700 
Fax: (217) 352-0100 

Home Off,ce: (217) 351·0985 

Bethel AME Church 

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Congratulations on your 136th Anniversary 

'We. a<eo tAe. 'W....u. 'We. a_ tAe. ~ 
CUI", QM, tAe. cf) if""" 0.{ cf) ad 

'We- a,,.. tJ,,, 'J~. 'We- a.w t/", 9(""../a", '0"""""",,", 
~w.<£'ea4cu,.. ~w.e-w.cf)uikCU& 

ceo,~ QSlIJ,ou, IWA.!€- in- I.1uv rU1,s-& 

'0", 'JaJl<>"" tJ,,,, CUIOMi wIucJ,.sa'f'" 

'0 UJU. Uf" a. 'i!Ju.U i", tAe. 'Wa'./' % sIw-u.U p. 
and wkn, 9&@'<P1U. % wilt cr&u, '!JiJ"f"">" fw"" :'1& 

tprlWI'rh 22:6 

Young Peoples Department 
of 

Lou Anna Riley Women-s Missionary Society 
Sister Nafisah Freeman. YPD President 
Sister Malinda Jackson, YPD Director 
Reverend Charles B. Jackson, Pastor 

DAVE & HARRY 

Locksmiths, 

DENNIS W. BIRT 
(2 17) 356·7275 
Fox (2 17) 352·3505 

116 E. UniverSity 
Champaign , illinOIS 61820 

Bethel AME Glurch 

24 



In loVlng COemoRY 
OJ: my 

pt1RCnnl and l5Rot::hcRS 
Cccll pope - }:at:hcR 

Cc\RR]C Alice lee pope - CDot:hcR 
CeCJ{ A. pope - BRot:hcR and P6.Ul 1. pope - BRot:hcR 

Nathaniel Banks 

gn Bouiny !Jl{emory of'lKy J[usbane/ 

Our :Jal/ier ane/Our 9ranc/fal/ier 

Carrie B. :J3an£s - Wife 

Xaf/ianief G. :J3an£s - don 7Jebora£ X :J3an£s - 7Jauy /iler 

B,:s/ia 71. :J3an£s - 'lIau!lhler-in-BaaJ 7Jauie/7J. :J3anhs - don 
grandsons 

:Jranh 0 . :J3an£s !Jl{aruaJa?' :J3an£s damuef :J3en- Xal/ian :J3anhs 

We love you and miss you very much - But we have Beautiful Memories 

In COemoRY . 
OJ: my 

Aunt"" and NIece 

CDQRy Kat:hR!JT1 pope: CDeans - Aunt: 
ellen - NIece 



<Congratu[ations ~ RfAMtl( 
~~ Realty Associates 

Independentlv Owned and Opefal!~d 

~ . John E. Maggio 
REALTOR' 
l~Club 

2009 Fox Drive. SUite G 
Champaign. Ilhno<s 61820 

Ot1ice: (217) 352'5;00 
Ol1oce: (800)537·0217 

Fax, (217)352-0108 

ct3etfje[ cA<£n<E <Cfjurcfj 

Residence: (217) 485'5443IMbI: 377-5443 

Congrafufalions 
23e/£ef7l!JJ( 0. G£urc£ 

Ih 
136 :7lnniuersary 

:Dehorah G£apler #27 0 

7.Q}orlhy 'Jj(alron: <Sis. :loann ':Pe[more 

7.Q}orlhy ':Pa/ron: :J3ro. :luI/an :lenkins 

7Issocia/e 'Jj(a/ron: <Sis. 'lJiane YlGlche[[ 

7Issociale ':Po/ron: :J3ro. Jfenry 7.Q}omble 

ROBERT A. HOFFMAN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

ct3est C}j)isfjes 

Bethel AME Church 

• 

THOMAS, MAMER & HAUGHEY 
FIQST 01! .o.ME~~ 1lAN>< BUn.DlNG 

XlIAAlN ST"lEET PO IIOI! 5W 

OWoIPIUGN, UItOS 61124-0560 

PH'JNE. lI7·3M·'~ 
FAX. 2'7·~HI£9 

E......a...._cr 

-~-

1& 



DUC HOOKERS GOLF CLUB 

ADAIR, EDDIE 
BLACKMON, 'BEAR' WM. 

CLARK, LONNIE 
COLBERT, CHARLES 

CROCKETT, FRED 
DUNLAP, ROGER 

ELLlS,JOHN 
HEMPHILL, 'BO' JAMES 

HURSEY, PAUL 
LAYE,JIM 

McNARY,LAWSON 
OLIVER, CLIFF 

OMO-OSAGIE, PATRICK 
PARSONS, LAMONTE 

PATTERSONS,DEXTER 
RANSOM,PAT 

RAWLS, HENRY 
RUSSELL, DUKE 
SMITH, DUANE 

THOMPSOM, JOHN 
WHITNEY, CARL 

CONGRATULATIONS BETHEL: 
KEEP UP THE GOOD WORlDII 

.. 

17 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Bethel A_M_E_ Church 

on your 

1 36th Anniversary 

~)) (~ 
= 

= 

~» V 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 
and into his courts with praise: be 

thankful unto him, and bless his name. 
Psalm 100:4 

Aorence Ransom 

28 



Little Capczios*Jumping Jacks"'Nikes 
Kr-ds*Stride Rite*Co"\'erse 

115 W. Kirby 
35~7.soo 

We carry narrow and wide sizes 
in 

~appy 136 cAnntl:>ersary 
~etfjeC cA.cm.<£. <Cfjurcfj 

c:ma,!J tfjc .;£orb continue to 6fess ~etfjef into tfjc nem miffennium 

<;t)etfjc( cA.tm.CS. <Cfjurcfj Clisfjcr <;t)oarb 
"(J fjab ratfjer 6e a 9)ooriteel'er in tfje fjouse of nt.!j ;.€orb" 

IN MEMORY 
Of 

Speedie & Elizabeth McDowell 
and 

Charlie J{. & Aora Hill 
from and Annie McDowell 

I Am Content 
I do not ask to understand all that the great lIIinds know. 
I ask but one small steady light to guide lIIe as I go; 
One sturdy strand of faith that holds and will not let me fall; 
One tim. conviction in Illy heart to rout temptation's call. 
I do not ask to understand the power that reigns above -
1 am content that in Illy h .. art I know his boundless love 

';)~ 9CempJrdt, ';)". 

19 



Bethel Mrican Methodist Episcopal Church's 

Stewardess Board 
Keepers of the Holy Altar 

Pre parers of the Holy Communion and Holy Baptism 

offers our 

SALUTATIONS & PRAYERS 
Table 

U)e Lor~ on this our rior in Ihe 011" :liil<1 
II lUI' IUl're aU ba/)/UJ'd 

3 
~n rlJ· mio one body. 1 t> tULtnnlversary ".""""",,12)) 

Congratulations & Best Wishes 
Bethel African Methodirt Episcopal Church 
[fI:.. (j) Xeepsaie :J{onsuftants 
~.-' "Full Service Providers" 
~~ 

l i 1\ 
" i 

P. O. BOX -07.1 

Champaign.IL 61826-707.1 

Phone: (2J 7) 398-8354 

• ~NN/vERSARIES 
• BANQUETS 
• CHURCH £VEN7S 
• CONFERENCES 
• PARTiES 
• RETiREMENTS 
t SEMINARS 
t SHOW£RS 
• SPECiAL OCCASIONS 
• WEDDINGS 

;0 

• CATERERS 
• DECOR", TORS 
• E.\7ERTAlS).!E.\7 

• FLOWERS 
• IXHTATIOSS 
• PHOTOGRAPHERS 
• UMOUSi.'"F: SER I 7CE 
• RECEPTlON SiTES 
• SEIY71 .... ·G SERVlCE FOP..~ FR£E CQ.' S("LT.mo ­

C .(Ll. DEBSI[ . EL4JYE &tJE ,,-seTTE AT r:1 7J -'98·!3JJ 



Cooal'AtulAtioos 8r ~est 'Wishes 
on .h;s !l0U~ 

116·11 02\""'Ve&"sA&"!I 
A fighting church is in rebellion against 

Christ's commandment to Love One Another! 

~lmb&!rl!t Sr l1PhltlJ&!!t ~"AtOIJ 
.-- - - -- - -

Congratulations 
~etbel 02\.tl'!).e. Cbureb 

116'h cA"olvel'sAl'fI 
The Scoby Family 

Odell, Beverly, 
Connie, Suellen 

"The Fighting "lini Florist" 

~Q 
367-8354 

FAX; 367 -8360 
---1002 NORTH CUNNINGHAM, URBANA -

Cooal'AtulAtioos 8r ~est 'Wishes 
on !l0U~ 

116 ,II 02\"", verSA&"!I 
Jrom fbe uYobles of ~UIfA" 7emple #9J 
e"w,,~" d· ..gutlQ~, ,)lIustnous potent .. te 

.Desert of Ch .. mp .. ;sn, 0 .. 10;10 of .)lUno;s 

11 



WH ERE, WHEN & WHY I PRAY 

Where - Every where or any where I might be. 
When ~ Every ti me I fee l the spirit" 
Why - First of all J thank God for many blessings. I pray for the strength to serve, for a purpose 
in my life, for courage to face all things with patience and for forgiveness of my short comings. 

Florence Ransom 

WH ERE, WHEN, AND WHY I PRAY 

WHERE - My preference is a quite room al l alone. W HEN - J have an early morning devotional 
period almost everyday but I don' , st ick to that alone also. When ever I fee l the need to talk to 
someone who's always there to listen. WHY- Is for guidance to help me become more 
Christ -like and willing to accept others as they are and not what 1 think the should be. 

Chairperson Sis. Shirbie L Faulkner 

, 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

Minnie Ruth Bracy 
May 18, 1915 - January 30, 1986 

Melvin "Mutt" Banks 
January 11, 1913 - February 18, 1999 

Kenneth O. Stratton, Sr. 
December 18, 1927 - October 21,1991 



.2n lZ1emoZi4Hl , 

/JIlM';jUC'litfl e hiS",,\ ;Johnson 

l$e'lnMtl 2!Je'lt ;Johnson 

;f'lflnciS 2fl'll ;Johnson 

The Lord bless you and keep you on your 
136th Anniversary. 

Louui Enterprises 
Amway Products for you and yom home 

Louis C. & Victoria N. Johnson 
217-787-2695 

Co",r,uul"tlo"s 8r ~est Wishes 
$etfel #fcall JJ{edtJdi:s-t o/l:s-cOjJal?7d'ztrcd' 

• 

lW /,{,;, j'uur 

1J6th cZ\""ivel'sAI'!I 

~Au9htel' of ""sis 
~ullAo Court #19 

,2)esert of ChAmpAisn, OAsis of .Jllinois 

Illustrious Commandress - !l)1 !l)itlllt' J'l oAti!dd!' 
J" Lieutenant Commal/dress -!l)1 ('j'lUlkt' JV !Jltiut'rJ' 

2nd Lielllenant Commandress - !l)1 /(l(UVI uJ(. !PedJlOpe 

"' 



C (OJ rtA! rw ftJbl rf)/f!)J. .£ ~ «J! 1 ({;} ~ 

!lJetlief Yl.M.~ ChurCh 
On tfie Cefe6ration of tfie 

:rounaing of the .Jilfrican MetMaist 'Episcopar 
Cfiurcfi in 1787 6y !/(ic/iara .Jilffen - 212 years ago 

ana 'Bethefs founaing in 1863. 

" 'Bether lias 6een in (joa's Comer 
ql\. I Praising the Lora 

..... ~ CJ (l' for ~~1\ 
'~~~)' 136 years ~~~.AJ.~ 
~ ~ f ~ '7 b '::t=--~ 

fJJetnel5tfiW. t£. efiurcfi efioir 
and 

fJJetlief s youtfi efioir 

f wi/ising of tfie mercies of tfie £onljor ever; witli my moutli wi/! f 
1fUl,ff {nown tli!l faitlijufness to a!!generations. Psatm 89:1 

o dap !lour IiandS, ati ye people; sliout unto ljotf witli tlie voice of 
__ trt_'Uf!ll/f !!~u1f!r- 47:1 
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Congratulations 
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

011 your 

~ 136th Anniversary Celebration 
~ lhe Urban league of Champaign County 

Tracy Parsons 

17 Ta)lor Stn'f'r 
Champaign, lIIinols 61820 

President 

("mail: tvarsons@prairif'IIt't.org 

Congratulations 

117- 356- 1:J64 
fax 117-356- 1310 

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
onyour 

136th Anniversary Celebration 

You Can't Beat God Givin:f 

Mr. & Mrs. Joe lewis, Sr. 

Congratulations 
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

on your 

136d
• Anniversary Celebration 

May God Continue to Bless You B~l 

Mrs. Ruth A. latham 

Congratulations 
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

7H S. Ndl St. 
I (n7) 35 

011 your 

136th Anniversary Celebration 
6rag's AntillUeS & <!Coffecta6fes 

Lucy J. Gray· Owner 
Hours 11 -5, Monday, Tuesday, Friday, 

"'T1,(' JBJ Building" Illinois 61810 
• (i17) 352 -8112 



C(l11fUjl'nJu} nJ.i Ins and 9?J~ CW~ 
Bobby & Brandon Black Robert E. & loretta J. Black 

leroy Bowdrey la Keith Brooks 

Marvin & Yasmin Brown Andrea Cooks 

lola Mae Faulkner Angel Freeman 

leroy Gaston Deloris & Denita Gladney 

Mildred Bames Griggs Beth Hicks 

Katheryn B. Humphrey Katrell Hunter 

H. Melvin Isom Julian Jenkins 

Sheryl R. Johnson Kimberly N. lomax 

Mr. & Mrs. leon lomax Mr. & Mrs. leeRoy McCall 

Nichelle & Malik McCall cliff Peete 

Mary E. Purdie linda Randall 

Stella Robinson Sam's Cafe 

David & Halestine Session John Schumacher 



WHERE, WHEN &. WHY I PRAY 

WHERE: Where ever the spirit comes upon me!!' 

WHEN: Every morning, every day, every night!" 

WHY: To strive to be like Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior!'! 

Brother Cliff J. Peete 

I pray to thank the Lord for the good things 
he has done for me and my family from day to day. 

Patricia A. Roberts 

I pray all the time, especially before a test! 

Saran Donahoo 

I pray anywhere, any time. 
I pray the minute Jesus comes into my mind. 

I pray to thank Him for all the blessings he's given me. 
I'll keep praying until the he meets me. 

Marilyn A. Starks 

I pray to thank my heavenly Father for all the blessings and love 
he has bestowed up me . I pray through every step of everyday. 

Diane A. Mitchell 

;7 



WHERE, WHEN & WHY I PRAY 

I pray as I open my eyes, as I climb out of bed. I pray as I take each step 
through my house. J pray before I eat and I thank Him after I'm done. At 
the end of my day, I fall to my knees and again, I pray. I give thanks to 
m) precious Lord for taking time to listen to my prayers. 

IT 
TAKES 

WORK TO 
BECOME A 

FAMlLY AND 
EVEN MORE TO 

STAY THAT WAY, 
BEING AND STAYING 

A FAMILY IS GETTING 
HARDER EVERYDAY. IN 

TIMES UKE THESE WHEN 
EVERYOl\'E WANTS TO GO THEIR 

Mrs. lola Cook 

OWN WAY. STAYL'IG A CLOSE FAMILY 
CA.'I O'iLY HAPPEN IF WE PRAY. WHEN 

EACH OF OUR FAMILIES SHOW THAT THEY 
REALLY CARE, O'iLY GOOD nnNGS HAPPEN, 

AND WE EACH 'W1LL STAY FREE FROM FEAR. THERE 
IS STRENGTH IN NUMBERS! TIilS WILL ALWAYS BE, 

WHERE THERE IS REAL LOVE! CHRIST WILL KEEP SATAN 
FRO~! YOU ASD ME. IF MY LOVE IS REAL, AND YOUR LOVE 

IS TRUE. THEN KOTHIKG IN THIS WORLD CAN COME BETWEEN 
~lE AND YOU. BEING .""'ID STAYING A FA.MILY TAKES LOTS OF TIME. 

fiLj WITH CHRIST LEADI!"G US. ALL THINGS WILL BE FIJ'..'E. KEEP 
EACH OF YOUR FA.\lIUES BEFORE GOD IN PRAYER. AND WHEN SOME-

THING GOES WRON G. RE~!E~!BER TO KEEP THEM THERE. SATA.'I IS GOT!'G 
TO TEST 
EACH OF 
US, A.'iD 

HE'S NEVER 
GOING TO 
LEAVE US 

ALOl\ 'E, B l iT 
IF WE KEEP 
GOD'S LO\'E 

ALL AROUN'D US 
OCR FA.MIUES 'W1LL STAY FREE FROM SATAN'S STORMS. 
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