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wiich were neid o challenge institutionalized racism in UL society. This
paper will study certain aspects of the civil rights movement in

Champaizgn-Urbana, IHineisiC/iJ} froni_ 14961-1955 in an attempt fo
provide examples of overall trends during this peried of tme. AT this

firne,
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olack churches’ sunpert for Ubsration of Afro-Americans s 0ol a
ey DSOS non. 1D 13 nioriant o
nistorical context, Under slavery, Afro-Amert

GUrEAzaficns as an imporfant componsnt in boiiding ;

movement {or sodial change Prior o the civil war, the black churches
were generallythe only institutions that Afro-Americans nad access o
"Blacks wers never squal parfners in those economic Dolmr al, and

cultural institutionsici the lar ger .5, 50¢ iety ) and in fact were

iermalicaliv excinded [rom their decision-making processes. In short,
the larzer seciety denied biacks the institutional access and ouilefs

necessary o normal social existence. The black church filled largs
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of the institutional void by providing support and direction for the

diverse activities of an oppressed group.”(2) In this role, it provided a

irafmnewor for 3 ‘idrm»m-' poth the spirtua cular{not- relioions)

nesas of s metnbersiip.

D chiorches also provided a form for coilecliviging rieas and

2 afra-American cornmuntty o Use ofn Ther o Terms,

datinet [rom the confrol of white soctety  Inad
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e amonnt of involvermnent of speciiic churches in the
ol the community.
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provided an instifutional fcn_mdation for organizing the civil rights
movement. "Churches provided the movement with an organized mass
pase; 3 leadership of clergymen largely ronﬁn’nmnv independent of the
larger white society and skilled in the arf. of managing people and
PESCIrces; an 111‘-t1fut16ha117€-"" inancial base fhrrﬂJ gh wh ich protest was
Im.snt‘ed and meeting places where the masses planned tactics and
stategies and « ollectivel iv commitied themselves fo the strugale " (3)
&1 ezaminagtion of Charmpaign- Urbana

combrigiiiion in . LT ehending the scobe and
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W wWers now one fenerafion removed from the Sonin.

placks in :m all nrban cenfers ks

arly 1=ol's. By 19549, there was

iy a small ok market available o placks in C/U. Unemplovment was
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more than 154 % for Blacks in [lineis (5) Of those émpimmd 71% were

in the lowest economic strata of job ocm_l.p:atixm:a{u.nskined and service)
and 2 1% of the rest were in semi-skilled ¢ sccupations. (&) There exist
severe discrimination in regards to the tf_fpes of jobs that were avaliable

oy

Afro-Americans. 51,15 of those employeed were in jobs like {anifors,

c'l'

waiters, cooks, housekeepers, parking :attendants_, and factory
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Althonsh blacks had cotne Horth with ezpeciations for a more

drarpatically less.
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e foalr leading Cr U minisiers wio were v.'i-u*"fai L1 e oo Rraging

s Lo becnims invouved in Tnu fant s

I the working class movements of the 19405 "All of

-

vad eIt the 5S¢ nlru in their early wears, all of thern had worked

while thev went to school, all of therm worked in industrial plants and
carme inte cenfact with the CIC, two of them were CIC siewards, and all of
them in one way or another participated in the protest movements ’r‘ at.

1€ e:{periem:ea in organizing in the iabor

ny s o~ T
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developed in the 19405710}
movement were combined with the e periences of organizing churches.

For the oivil rights actions, the ministers utilized thedr organizational

zkills o develop arealive tactics which were highiv respensive Lo the

of the movement. They also worked from a sirong

the community which enabled them o
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commumiy. I was not a rank and file orgamzation; it was a top isvel
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Dressure groupiid Some black community members were involvad

addressing civil rights issnes. Mary Aleuander expiained: * When I came

L Wwas the Um'
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> was To acheive change without direct

sletter descibed ils own oS as pe-u'l; ‘directed

leaders, both political and economic, to nse
Lhedr good offices to end z:liscriminatc-rj.-* practices." {14) Frusiration with
the inadequacy of this approach in facing new sitnations reac ned it's
hietzhi in 1961, when the leadership of CCI discnssed the approach to J22

renny’s blatant disregard in hiring qualified black apndicanis. The-

+

UNIVersiny acadernics were nol prepared o take action

Fennvs. hizry Alevander expiained the struggle within the sroup: "Cne
meening I s Tad that we detnoy

Lhe fapie [ will never forcet-and [ won't repean wial 1 i
firmDed Uk {rom the meeian s meeting . [ will
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orE2tusaticns, and other black cormmuniny waders Allnowshol remaned

new organizaiicn was the Champal

other Improvement 4ssociafionsilike the orizinal one in Monfgomery-the

MIAY who were COCE dinating 1ocs

1 civil rignis actions threughout the

;._

country at this tim

¥

The CULA represented a change in the ciwil rights moverment. It
coordinated the C/U community for action from within the black
community. In 1961, it carried out a"boycotl and picksting of a local

stoere, orzanized and lead by local negro ministers and other leaders

the negre community, supporfed so far in an overwhelming manner by
the Weoro community " (16) The CULA carefnliv planned the action. [T
Cooordinated g povesd To eccur affer an imporiant election race in which

Glack commimiy sunboried and coordinalied a

..... dinoil candiiais nennein stration. Regai‘ding L
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Ny cingr department stores then feilowed suil winlch vienied N

snfirely new avenue of empiovment for the black community.
oy this time, the impact was felt throughont the communify.

ed ministers who weren't involved

Members of congregations encoura

b -

yel 1o look into becoming involved {17 CUIA meboilized mas: 5 meetings
which called for full community involvement and suppert from both the
while and black communities. Hundreds of pwmv turned out af each
meefing called. The meetings were held at various black churches
througnont the community. Those ministers and churches most

menfioned in 2ources included: 1) Rew. [ E. Graves- Mi. Olive Church,
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23Fev. AW Bishop-St Luke's CME, 3jRev. Williams-3alem Bapdist
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Alitancs{[MERA ) was [ormed 1 1950 OV Dlack rmumsiers i order o
acdres WAL Al SConoms feeds of fer own
COTRTINITY  Wwindll Wwas nof reve™ing adeqiale atlennon LY e originai
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nampargn Connty Mainisierial

ASSOCIATION. MBS ICUded e rmnisiers wino have Deen l'l"‘v‘l' sl W
meniensd a3 kelng involved with CULA and many others. This
organization still functions today to ccordinate the actions of black
minizters in monitoring the conditions 111 the North Endithe primary
black belf area of Champaign County ! and carrying onf actions in support
of equal rights and commmnity itnprovement.

Lithet organizations w“lnrh haven't been named, but alse played an

unporfant reie in the 0/U civil rights struggle inchided: Centrai [ilinois

rriends of SMOC, HAACP, Champaign County Urban League, Human

L

elaticns Council of the City o thampa g, and the Student-Community

[nisrracial Comrmiites, SHCC in particuniar was very aciive in
<&
camDuE-vased 13306s a3 well a3 working with the community @ organies
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Darficitaisd i sit-ins against the realty association o Drofest realty

1ATiot n:::ppr.::us;t.itit::xn Lo natlonal avil rights legisiation. In addifion w
the poard's lack of s upport for fair o BE1ng wessiaiion, the toard’s
nractice had a bad record in the area. Salem congregalion's atiempt to
DUy a nouse for Rev. Rowan was dlocked by the director of fhe connty
reaily assecation, whe bonght the home himself o prevent the church
Irom ewning the land. The association also many times blocked
individual Afro-Americans from buving housing outside the North End
The acticns against fhe realty board were carried cuf by a
broad-pased miginre of ministers, students, black community members,

acaderntc commnity mermbers and thetr spouzes, and high scnovisrs. Thi

Foulh wers the enes who zat-in. and r'r'wn:m}nenrlﬂ gof. arrested, and the

TN 5 and comtmunit 7 members mokdlized bHail mone ol IEUL:' =,
GO Lo and other aciions fo pul pressurs on the realty
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shift was an tmportant factor in helping create and mamfain tensions
1 Megro and white high schweol students, which for the past several

4 3

years, cocassicnally erupted into open conflict"(2 13 Civil rights leader:

)]

carrisd out election campaigns, lobbying, and direct actions around the
issue of school desegregation.

Aceess o equal educational resources was a long term campaign
which continued to be an important 1-‘fue, although generally not at the

forefron I the news until the fate 1960's when actions arcund sche xol
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nzed maore militant tactic

crzaniz=sd ciilaen’s sroups hayd) been urging broad changes in

to Drovide equal educational opportunities for all children "(22)

cartred ont tuioring orograms, and in the mid-to lats

i favor of pussing, des

recruiiinent of plack i
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ofs tnah they were forced o
an important imoact in chaneing
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fondation of the domination of the wiate econoemic, social, and politicai

power sirnchlire over soclefy. I aught unportant strafegic and factical

iezsons within the plack comimuinily and more sharply defined the

»

defining a course for sodial change.

3

potential for providing leadership and ¢
It alzo demonstrated to other oppressed groups the power of a united
comnunity effort. "In a lond and clear voice the civil rights mevement
demonsfirated to those groups that organized non-traditional politics was
a viabie method of social change, capable of bringing about the desired
resulis far faster than traditionai methods. Mereover, the civil righis

rmovement provided excluded groups with concrete organizational (eg

=
the SCLC, SHCC, MAACP) and tactical (e g sit-ins, marches, bovcotis)
modelts that they conld follow in thed (257
huch of tods ground was broken becanse
[ramework provided by the black churches I8 provided a core of
11 coninputed strong leadershin o the movement. 1T also
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Lep i rclan > of Lis pdack churcnes, widle aiso
VRN, A DUOAG varieny of resources and igess {rom 0iet
T Zousty  Bimdiers emseives offersd a perstecilve tnat was distinct

(T e reliions secfor TREV broldahi with e ther Doy

g Wearo mimsier

sharitial caihing, prought wiln thetn fo 0/

Eie
"I

thelr iraining and eZperiences
az wiorkers and stewards in indusirial plants organized in the CiC: and
that when Lh@y seught to change the conditions of their existence in C/U

157 dipped into the reservoir of their trade union experiences and
niilized its tactics.” {26

Thev also had a strong understanding of the black community. As

&

A leader of a congregation, the minister was responsibie for providing day
o day guidance and for helping church members when necessary. The
comnmunity came to him with the frustrations they had when denied
access Lo [acilities offered to white society. This allewed the minister to

anderstand the interests of the m_x.;mmhmt'; he represented ana therefors

ia
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From this solid base of support, wtilizing the

5 and persneciives of those involved ¢

revresentatives irom the various sectors of the community can ther
develop, coordinale, and lead creative approaches 1o the new tough

challeniges that lay ahead in the strugole to create a just and equal
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