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<AT BETHEL'EVENT .

- ‘The Rev. Elsa Taborn, former
pastor of Bethel AME Church
turns the first shovelful of dirt
for a new* church’ at ground-
breaking -ceremonies here Sun-
day, The new, $60,000 structure

is to' be erected adjacent to the
present Bethel Church at 106 .

4th St. Participating in the cere-
mony, from the left, are Gene
Suggs, trustee; the Rev, C. M.
Curry, ‘pastor; the Rev.
born; the Rev. G. W. Brewer,
presiding elder, and C. A. Mar-
tin, ~chairman for the ground-

Mr, Ta-

* doors,

CHAMPAIGN- 1

'brcai-.ing prog

church, -with 4 P

of 300, wil)'be brick ‘masonry.
It will inclade a sanctuary, Sun-
day school rooms with foldmg
church - office, . basemént,’
kitchen and choir room.







Champaign church reports scan?(

CHAMPAIGN — Police are investigating a sus-
pected fraud in which someone claiming to be a
minister's daughter took money from a Cham-
paign church.

Officials at the Bethel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church, 401 E. Park St., C, reported that
they were persuaded to send money to the woman
for a car repair, according to Champaign police
Lt. Jerry Gamble. The money came from a
church account.

The church was recently called by a man who
claimed to be a minister of another AME church
and told the local church that his daughter was
moving to Champaign, Gamble said.

On Monday, the local church was called by a
woman claiming to be the minister's daughter.
She said her car was broken down in Ohio. She
asked the church to wire money for repairs to an
address in Silver Springs, Md., which she claimed
was the corporate office of the place where her
car was supposedly being repaired, Gamble said.

The woman never showed up and the church

then contacted police.
& /J oo
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RELIGION NEWS IN BRIEF

I

African contributions to be focus
URBANA — A Bible study based on African con-
tributions to religion starts Jan. 29 at the Universi-

ty of Illinois.

The five-part study based on the idea that every-
one descended from “Eve,” a woman who lived in
Africa, will be taught by the Rev. Eugene Barnes
from Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church in
Champaign.

The African American Cultural Program at the
Ul is sponsoring the program.

Sessions, all starting at 7 p.m., are on Jan. 29, Feb.
5, Feb. 12, Feb. 19 and Feb. 26 at 708 S. Mathews
Ave., U. Participants should bring a Bible as a study
guide.

Further information is available from Barnes at
403-0917.
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Church to honor
local woman, its
1st black pastor

CHAMPAIGN — A reception in
Evanston this Sunday will honor
a Champaign woman in celebra-
tion of her third anniversary as
pastor there.

The reception for the Rev. Bren-
da J. Little will be at 4 p.m. at
Bethany Baptist Church of Christ
at 1225 Elmwood Ave,, Evanston.

The event is part of Cham-
paign-Urbana,
Illinois Day at
the church, cul-
minating a
weeklong anni-
versary celebra-
tion at Bethany
Baptist, and all
Champaign-Ur-
bana area resi-
dents are invit-
ed to attend.

Little is the
daughter of
James and Syl-
via Williams of Champaign.

She is the first African-Ameri-
can woman to serve as pastor at
Bethany Baptist in its 64-year his-
tory and the only black female
Baptist pastor in Evanston.

Little graduated from Cham-
paign High School in 1959 and
holds a master’s of divinity de-
gree from Northern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. She was induct-
ed into the Smithsonian Institute
in 1992 as a pioneer in the minis-
try among African-American
women.

For more information and di-
rections to the church, call (708)
475-9347.

Religion calendar







A LITTLE YOUNG

Donna Kay Rivers, 4, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Allen Rivers
Jr., 1062 E. Ells St., becomes

the “bride” of Denise Stratton,
son of Mr, and Mrs. Ken~

neth O. Stratton, 401 E. Church
St,, at a Tom Thumb wedding
Sunday in Bethel AME Church.
The “‘minister” is Beslie Strat-
ton, The Tom Thumb wedding

play was presented by the Jun-
ior Missionary Society of the
church.
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The Banks Worklng As a Team

by Wardine Waddell

The two-story green house
stood quietly at 302 E. Washing-
ton St. in Champaign, unaware of
its visitor. But Mrs. Ida Banks
knew | was coming. After knock-
ing twice, she appeared at the
door and motioned me to the
dining room table. | sat down and
began my 30 minutes of light
questions.

There is nothing extraordinary
about the quiet, demure 80-year
old black woman. Yet there was
something warm and striking
about her modesty—her dedica-
tion to her husband and to the
- church—a quality deserving of
praise.

Mrs. Banks, the former laa
Clements, was born in Monti-
cello, Georgia. She married Daw-
son Banks, Sr. back in 1917. In
1925 they moved to Champaign.
She and her husband now own
and have resided at their present
address for about 26 years.

e *

For 40 years Mrs. Banks has
been a member of the Bethel
African  Methodist Episcopal
Church in Champaign. She has
been active as a missionary for 35
years. She also belongs to the
Helping Hand Club, an organiza-
tion of women which raises
money for the church.

Mrs. Banks' dedication to
helping others, however, does
not stop here. She is also a
member of the War Mothers Club.

. The club, she says, was orga-

nized around 1943, just before
world War Il had ended. She says
the Champaign-Urbana unit con-
centrates their efforts on helping
veterans at the Veterans Admini-
stration Hospital in Danville. She
says they give parties for the
men. . . served cookies, punch,
and provided gum and cigarettes.

“We would take them books 1o
read and give them clothes. But
we don't take clothes anymore,”
she recalled. Looking beyond her

_g\i“ l.—:A

Mr. and Mrs. Banks on their 50th anniversary
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[]]UBLE FEATUHE
AT SUNDRY OPEN
IR SERVIGES

Dr. Charles A. Carman, |
Bethel Choir Slated 3
At Rantoul Union
Church Program

il IANTOUL, July 11—(BSC)—}
A double feature program  has)’
ilbeen arrunged for the weekly open-|..
$isllalr unlon church service here Sun-f -

dlday with Doctor Charles A. Car-j°
=g ma, noted Chicago Baptist minis-}
- e er speaking. and the Bethel}.
Sl A M. E. choir, Champaign. pre-[ -

.,,_ m, at the Rantoul grade school
il W E. Skadden is in charge of this
4 week’'s service and will be assist-
7_, ed by Lieutenant Colonel Claudep:
ERs, Harkey, new head chaplain at Cha-p"
&‘1 nute, representing the chaplain’s =
i corps. i
As Is customary, the public ad- [,
jdress system will be used, so thatgr’
e many families can remain in theirf,.
caidcars and listen to the program.
:H: Noted Minister
‘Y.w‘
o#4 Doctor Ca.lman is the mesldent

Baptist convention.
4| He is also president of the Il
dinois Baptist  State convention, [f
3| which .comprises.a-membershif of

Wover 600 churches throughout thej3=
slala of Illinois. o g

In addition to his pastoral du- [
ties as the pastor of the Morgan/|

Park Baptist church of Chicago,

he serves on the faculty of the

Northern Baptist Theological semi-
nary as professor of homliletics.
Frequent Youth Speaker

He has been a frequent and pop-
ular speaker before many Youth
Congresses, summer assemblies
and state conventions throughout
the middlewest,

A special musical program will
be presented in the nature of a
sacred concert by the Bethel choir.
This wunique musical program s
making its fourth appearance as a
musical feature of the open air
union services in Rantoul,
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AT BETHEL BANQUET
Mrs, Herman Jordan, fourth

from left, was the speaker Sat-
urday night at the annual Allen- tress of ceremonies; Mrs. C. M.

Lincoln-Douglas banquet at Be-

thel. AME Church. From the Curry; the Rev. Mr. Curry,:
left are Mrs, Mattie Bishop, mis- Mrs. Jordan, Herman Jordan
and Mrs. Cecil Bridgewater.
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ilv Green

s Follow Early Services
arty Kaster Breakfasts

uz/(..j

MEN COOK MEAL

A .
Charles A. Martin, Romaine breakfast that will be served ing. Members of the Men's

Martin and Simon Jones, left to after sunise service at Bethel - Brotherhood of the church will

right, get cooking utensils ready AME Church this Easter morn- serve the breakfast.

for the hearty bacon and eggs ! -







e(;‘I”mmpaign church marking 136th year

By The News-Gazette

CHAMPAIGN — Bethel Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal
Church will celebrate its 136th
anniversary on Sunday.

The church at 401 E. Park
Ave., C, calls itself the oldest
black church in the Champaign-
Urbana area.

Morningstar Freewill Baptist
Church in Urbana celebrated its
88th anniversary as the oldest
black church in Urbana during
February.

Bethel AME plans to start its
anniversary program at 3:30
p.m. with music from its own
choir and the choir from St.

i{ohn AME Church in Indianapo-
is.

The Rev. Charles Jackson of
Bethel AME and the Rev.
James Daniels Sr. of St. John
AME will preside.

More information is available
from Shirbie Faulkner, chair-
woman, at 356-7393.

Lf/h/g_ 7/71“]1:\

Ginme B

@Wm s
.mﬂ “'Ia(a a"}

o4 Gl m

o Th aladu

s 1gas u.»_.a;_\_]:-v_«lxjy

L e
a__bILQCLc'Z-_oa-é&j—u\M_m

11,_003






Brief histories of local black churches

K Bethe! African Methodist Episcopal Church: The oldest
bi@ck church T Champaign-Urbana, Bethel AME at 401 E. Park
St., C, is part of 2 denomination that dates back to the eariy
1700s in Philadelphia.

Before this country was founded,
the African Methodist Episcopal de-
nomination was organized by a
slave named Richard Allen after he
led a walk-out at the St. George's
Methodist church in Philadelphia. At
that church, black members could
sit only in the balcony and coulid not
take communion until after the
whites. They were also not allowed
to worship before the altar.

Allen held his first church meet-
ings in a blacksmith shop, preach-
ing from behind an anvil. Today the
anvil remains a part of the AME THE REV. W.T. WHITSITT
church symbol. There are AME
churches around the world today, said the Rev. John Netties Jr.,
minister at Bethel. AME is widely held to be the oldest black
denomination in America.

W Salem Baptist Church: At 500 E. Park St., C. Salem is the
second oldest black church in Champaign-Urbana and was organ-
ized in 1867 with help from white Baptist churches here and in
Mahomet. The old portion of the church dates back to the turn of
the =entury and is the longest-standing black church in the

- cornunity. A large brick addition with a new sanctuary and

meeting rocrs was completed three years ago.

K St. Luke Christian Methodist Episcopal: The CME denom-
inatiér was started 1n Tennessee in 187U CME, which stood for
Colored Methodist Episcopal until 1254, sprang from a predomi-
nantly white Methodist denomination called the Msthodist Episco-
pal South.

The St. Luke CME church at 802 N. Fifth St., C, was organized
in 1808. Most of the members of the original congregation came
from Kentucky. One of its first ministers, the Rev. W.T. Whitsitt,
was a tall, lanky man who could have passed for white, but joined
the movement to create a local church for his people.

— BECKY MABRY







' HEAR PROF. EUBANKS
'~ Four members of Bethel
AME Church talk with Prof.

Robert A, Eubanks, right,
speakel'atthechm; Sat-

Bethel AME Members Told

urday night ' Lincoln-Allen- ‘
Douglass banquet, in the Brass
Rail Restaurant. From left

areM:rs._Cari Nelson, tha'

Y = |

Negro Hardshlps Could
_ Open Door to Greatness

_ Opportunity is there but “we,
-r\mally don’t recognize it = be-
_.cause it goes around wearing
overalls and looking like - hard
work,” a speaker ' told Bethal
AME Church members Saturday
night.

- Robert -A. Eubanks, Univer-
*slty of Illinois engineering pro-
fessor, spoke to the church mem-
bers at their annual Lincoln-Al-

_ len-Douglass Banquet in Brass

"~ 'Prof. -Eubanks .noted. that, he|-
“was not trying to play down the|
“burdens of being a Negro in
~ America, “The trouble is that
we don't see the thing in its cor-
rect light,
“The white American has
forced us to live in cold, windy

- houses. That toughens us up.”

All of this “should made us

- give more attention to good edu-

cation and good work habits,”
the speaker added.

Chanoo for Superiority

- “If you look at the picture
tbis way, you will see that the
‘white American is trying to de-

- yelop us into a superior race,|of

All we have to do is cash in on
our opportunities.”
:The dinner is held annually to
. honor Abraham Lincoln; Fred-
erick , 8 Negro and
prime force in the American
abolitionist movement, and Rich-
" ard Allen, founder of the Afri-
cnn ‘Methodist Episcopal Church,

* Prof. Eubanks said that about

all these men had in common
was their relationship to the his-
tory of the American Negro and
their achievement of greatness
by taking advantage of the op-
portunities presented to them,
Opportunities There

“There are all kinds of op-
porwnllies ~ big' ones like op-
portunity for personal success in
life and opportunity to help oth-
ers achieve happiness and con-
tanhnent. Smaller ones like t.he

Proposed UF
Change Told

Coyle, director of
UnltadF‘tmdoIChampaign Coun-
ty, Friday told a Red Cross
board meeting of the proposed
UF constitutional change that
would affect member agencies
who conduct drives for oper-
ating expenses,

The amendment, to be pre-
sented later to the fund’s board
directors, stipulates that
member agencies may not make
their own solicitations for oper-
ating expenses.

Currently, member agencies
are not allowed to conduct their
own general drives, though some
do collect funds for “operating
expenses.” A Red Cross spokes-
man said he felt the amendment
was an attempt to clarify the
United Fund constitution.

Rev. Blaine Ramsey, Mrs.
Nettie Cook and Mrs, Wilda
Herndon.

opportunity for a promotion or
a nicer house. . .or just the op-
portunity to bring a‘'smile to the
face of another human being.”

Prof. Eubanks observed that
opportunities are found in many

places, at home, at work and at
church, ;

“In some ways," he said, “the
church is an interesting parsdox
in' this regard for us as Amm
ican Negroes.

-“It has been a major source
of solace and comfort in our
lives when the concepts of Amer-
ican freedom and liberty seem-
ed to carry a ‘White Only” sign.

Ancther Side to Coin :

“It has been a major source
the|of leadership in our fight to
achieve the sweetmeats of the
American Dream and, has fur-
nished rallying points for that
fight.

“But there is another side of
the coin. Sometimes we have be-
come so concerned with the
theology of the Church and so
satisfied with the prospect of
everlasting redemption that we
accept the indignities and dis-
appointments which we suffer in
mortal life with a crippling com-
placency.” :

Prof. Eubanks urged preser-
verance in housing and employ-
ment and called for night school,
correspondence school and work
to “overcome the ftwo strikes

~ |against you.”,







RELIGION
CALEN

Eents

(] Bethel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church, 401 E. Park Ave., C:
Lincoln-Douglas-Allen Founder's Ban-
quet, 6:30 p.m. Feb. 3, Chancellor
Hotel, 1501 S. Neil St., C. Speaker:
Keith O. Nelson, assistant warden in
charge of education and programs at
Dixon Correctional Center. Nelson







Boyd, AME’s 1st
female miﬂL er

The Rev. Barbara P. Bovd, the
first woman ordained a minister of
the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, has died of injuries suffered
in a car accident in Mississippi. She
was 79.

Boyd, who died Friday. was a
graduate of Campbell College,
where she received a divinity de-
gree,

In 1961, she was ordained itiner-
ant elder and assigned to Allen
Temple AME Church in Jackson,
Miss., where she became the first fe-

male minister of the denomination.







Bethel AME Church in Champaign has

By The News-Gazette

CHAMPAIGN — The Rev. Gregory Wilson, who
has been leading a church in Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, is the new pastor at Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church, 401 E. Park Ave., C.

He was assigned to the church by the Right Rev.
Philip Cousin of Chicago, bishop of the 4th District
of the AME Church,

Cousin sent the Rev. Charles Jackson, who had
been at Bethel AME for six years, to St. John AME
Church in Springfield.

Wilson served two Ontario churches — Grant
AME in Toronto and Cousin AME, named for the
bishop, in nearby Mississauga — before returning
to the United States.

He previously was the pastor at churches in
Kenosha, Wis., and four churches in Indiana. Wil-

son has been cited for increasing
membership and church commu-
nity influence, especially in
Ontario and Kenosha; co-chairing
a successful school referendum
committee in Kenosha that result-
ed in construction of a new school
in a minority area; starting new
ministries within churches; and
encouraging 12 students to join the
ministry.

He has served in the Army.

Wilson founded SabaytEnterprises, an organiza-
tion that educates about African culture and
African American heritage; and he organized
EAGLES Vision Ministries, a prophetic ministry
with an ecumenical base.

WILSON

SONd ez led

new pastor

A native of Bruokl}n N.Y., Wilson has studled
rehglon social serwces. educatmn and communi-
cation at colleges in Pennsylvania, New York,
Maryland Indiana, Florida and Georgxa He has a

ersity in Penn-
sylvama and a degree in church administration and
management from the Interdenominational Theo-
logical Center in Atlanta.

He is continuing his education at Trinity College
of the Bible and Theological Seminary, Newburgh,
Ind.

Wilson's wife, the Rev. Brenda Edmonds-Wilson,
also is an ordained minister, and she has been direc-
tor of social services for the Kenosha Salvation
Army.

The Wilsons have two grown children, a daughter
and son, who are active in the church.
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AME Church

elects its first
female bishop

CINCINNATI (AP) — The na-
tion's oldest black church on
Tuesday night elected the first

female bishop in the denomina-

tion's history.

Delegates to the general con-
ference of the African Method-

ist Episcopal Church elected |
the Rev. Vashti McKenzie of |
Baltimore to one of four bishop

positions on the second ballot.

“Because of God's favor, the
stained glass ceiling has been
pierced and broken,” McKenzie
said.

McKenzie was one of two
women among 42 candidates for
bishop.






New C-U pastor gave up politics for preaching

{qio'a

By The News-Gazette

The Rev. Steven Jackson once
looked to politics to change the
world.

Then he found something bet-
ter.

“I used to think I could save the
world,” recalls the new pastor of
the Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Champaign.

“I realized politically that it was
virtually impossible, simply be-
cause you could legislate laws,
but you couldn’t change attitudes
or people’'s morals,” Jackson said.

“It had to come from some place
else. In the midst of that political
frustration, I just received a call
to preach.”

Jackson, 39, was appointed to
the Bethel AME Church at 401 E.

Park Ave., C,
this past March.
He arrived here
with his family
in May.

Jackson and
his wife, Donna,
have three chil-
dren: Tasha, 17,
Patrick, 9, and
JoAnna, 6.

Originally
from Dayton,
Ohio, Jackson
attended Wright
State University there and re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science.

He was working politically
there when he received his call to
the ministry, he said.

JACKSON

From there, Jackson studied
pastoral ministry and theology
for two years at the former Mari-
on College in Marion, Ind., a Wes-
leyan Bible college now called In-
diana Wesleyan.

He first started pastoring at the
Bethel Church in Long, Ohio,
where he stayed for about a
year.

From there, Jackson was ap-
pointed to the Wayman Church in
Peru, Ind., and stayed about 3%
years.

He then took over as pastor at
two.churches in southern Illinois:
Model Chapel in Alton and New
Bethel AME Church in Godfrey.

The small church in Godfrey
was burned down by arsonists
twice, but Jackson and his con-

gregation of about
both times. ’

Jackson said he was then ap-
pointed to the Bethel AME
church in Champaign, after the
death of a presiding elder in Indi-
anapolis prompted a reshuffling
of pastorates.

Jackson said lie hopes to work
with the local congregation of
about 300 to make the church
more visible in' the community.

“We're in the midst of changing
and doing some things now,” he
added. “We're going to be more
active in the community, in cam-
pus ministry. ‘We're just going to
be highly visible — the church as
a whole. We're going to identify
the aches and pains of the city.”

25 rebuilt it
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" T : e : News-Gazette photo by Curt Beame
Singing for life NG Slzof $o
Margaret Porter-Wright directs the Bethel AME day at Wesley Foundation, 1203 W. Green St.,
Church choir. The choir will sing at 4 p.m. Sun- U, in a benefit for the Prairie AIDS Foundation.







THE NEWS-GAZETTE
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LEAD SPECIAL SERVICES. Bethel
Methodist (AME) Church, Fourth and
Park, celebrated Men's and Women's
Day, Women in the congregation
planned and participated in & mornin
worship service, and the men directeg
an afternoon service. In charge of the

event were, from left, Rey. Charles M.
Curry, pastor; Mrs. Charles M. Curry,
guest speaker; Mrs, Wilbern McCurray,

general ladies chairman; and George
Pope, guest speaker. Not pictured is
Mrs. Sarah Scott, general men's chair-
man.







2, 1960

. CHAMPAIGN-UR'I:

USHER BOARD DINNER %
Mt. Olive Baptist Church ush-

ar board sponsored a dinner
Saturday night at the church,

jooking "at a sketch of a new.

hurch to be constructed soon

ai‘e, from left, Mrs. D. S. Mor-

rissey, chairman of the 'decora-
tions committee; George Lips-
comb, chairman of the finance
committee; Mrs, John Buckley,

vice president of the usher
board; Mrs. Ernest Clark, presi-
dent of the usher board, and
Mrs. Arthur Shuler, chairman of
the food committee.
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BETHEL A. M. E.
NAMES A. R. LEE
CHOIR PRESIDENT

| Albert R. Lee was installed as
president, vested cholr, Bethel
A, M. E. church, Thursday night at
the church. Rey. T. H. Stoner,
pastor, was in charge of cere-
monies,

| Other officers are: Cecil
director; R. M. Scott, Mrs. Alice
Pope, assistant directors; Ceecil
Pope, organist; Miss Blanche L,
!_Binhop. Miss Erma P. Scott, assist-
ant organists; Miss Mary Grace
Jordan, secretary; Mrs. Odessa
;E{zshley. treasurer.

““ A soclal hour following was a
farewell for Miss Davie Roberts,
:whb {8 leaving the city. Charles A,
Martin, social chairman, was In
‘charge, - .

Pape,

United Choirs Hold
Social Tuesday Night

United Choirs held a social Tues-
day night, Bethel A. M. E. church
with Bethel choir as Thost. Mt
Olive Baptist, St. Luke C. M. 1.
Pilgrim Baptist, Salem Baptist, anc
Bethel A, M. E. choirs participated
Pastors present were: Rev. C. W
Saunders, Rev. T. H. Stoner, Rev.
Charles Campbell. frs, Saunders
s choir organization president
C. A. Martin had charge of refreslh-
huents and Mrs. Alice Pope and

Miss Bernica T.ee, the zames.

HOLD TEA SUNDAY
__The pulpit committee of the Mt
Olive Baptist church will hold a
silver tea from 2 to 6 p. m, Sun-
day at the home of Mrs, Callie
Washington. 1108 North Fourth

| street

BETHEL A. M. E.
CHURCH PLANS
YULE PROGRAM

The Bethel A, M. E. church,
Champaign, has planned a con-
plete program of Christmas active
‘ties for Saturday and Sunday, in-
clnding a Christmas party and pro-
gram Saturday evening which will
inelude a meeting avound a decor-
ated tree,

The Sunday morning services
will consist of a program at 11
a. m. given by the Sunday schooi
and entitled “The Christ Child”
under the direction of Mrs, Herman
Jordan. At 5 a. m. Sunday the
AL @ B, league will give a drama
of living pietures portraying the
birth of Christ. All meetinzs are
open to the publie.

Choir of Bethel Church

Names New Officers

The vested choir of Bethel A. M.
|E. Church named these officers
Thursday night: Albert R. Lee,
president; Cecil Pope, director;
Raymond M. Scott and Mrs. Alice
Pope, assistant directors; Miss
Mary Grace Jordan, secretary;
Mrs, Odessa Lashley, treasuver; Ce-
cil Pope, organist; Miss Erma P.
Scott, assistant organist. Rev. T.
H. Stoner, pastor, conducted the
election and installation.
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| Bits about 'em ., . , We had a navy lieuten-
aut in our apartment last week-end. Much to
our surprise while we were at work Sunday morn-
g, he cleaned up the house, sweeping the rugs,
‘(Iustmg and malking the beds, That navy train-
.. ing must be very thorough , .. The Beta Theta
.~ Pis have turned over their house Sunday after
; noon so their ¢cook of 17 years, Mrs. Ollie Maclin,
may give u benefit tea for the anticipated com-
munity and recreation center for the colored boys

in service. A musical program has been ar-
ranged and the town rolks are invited , . . The

grill work on many of the homes in New Orleans,
particularly in the French quarter, is very beau-
nlul, but Uncle Swom could pick up several car-
loads of irouw there The most wapopulage
ferey tale i Geentiiny s the story of thousands

ol American bombers shutthing aver 10 England,

NEW s_.c,AzE}TE
— U MAY 14, 1942,
¥ PLAN MUSICAL
" AS COLORED
BENEFIT

Plans

aee farswand e

Ihenelit mosical 1o be Zoven from 4

fto 6o o Sy g thie Umiver-
sty chapter house of Beta Theta’
Pi Datermty, Fumls denved 1rom

cthe benetit will he used 1o huoild
Conpmunily reciedtional center lov:
colored serviee men

i
L

Miayors Chanpaizn and -
L HSTH] IJ!\'!I;IIillIISIr!
from the Draternity 1o speak on the
dprogran. Presulent A ¢ Wilkied i-;l|
unuble 1o atlend and Dean Alberet
J. Hurno, University will
speuk on bebalr ot the Universily.

acceited

pravost,

Severel zroups of colored muse |
cians will take part i the two-
heur programe  Juha \'ill(‘lHiIIL‘.l
planist, WDWS peitormer, and thaej
"Bethel A M. . church choir are
two of the artists on Sunday’s po-

Sidm
e Mool b= elatinman ol
entervabiovnt  ard s e
the eulue doy =~ poriin |
Moetwmbers ol (AHE Lt iy
(promunent  face iy shidengs, anld

thenetnt

[the peveral public is amvital lln-'
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= Mayors George L. d,"Urbansa,
and James J. Flynn, willis bg}:_:_._anif
Dean Albert J. Harmo, q!?e.rg'lgy
provost,- will extend wighes ‘from §
the University. : ,.

Complete program is as follows:
Mayor Hurd; Mrs. Ollie Maglln,
|#“Deep River;” Dean Harno; Na-
thaniel Green, Chicago, tenor,p
“ |*Dunna:* Mayor Flynn; Bruce
¢ |Hayden, clarinet solo, “Grand Fan- &
" Atasy;” Mrs. Rosella Smith, soprano, j§

LE=8

“Homing;" Julia Walden Valen-
tine, instrumental solo, “"May
Night;" Hattie May Winfield, _mezl:_
“zo soprano, “Brown Bird Singing:

‘Dorothy Jones, reading, “Planta-
!'.Eon Melodies:” and spirituals by
the Bethel A.M.E. choir including:
] Couldn't Hear Nobody Pray,”
“Swing Low Sweet Chariot,” ||
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Bethel
Surprises A. R. Lee
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The choir of Bethel A. M. E.

its

“Sometimes | Feel Like a ‘Mothe:: 3
less Child." and “I'll Be a Servanl.” |y »}%
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BETHEL CHHOIR AS GUEST

The choir of the Bethel AME
church was Lhe guest of Lhe 1st
Methodist churchh on last Sunday
night wt 7:30, Mr. A R. Lee president '
of this choir« They will sing at Fg
Chanute Field on the fourth Sun-
day

o
Fare

president,

2] A. R. Lee, chief clerk, office of
g4l President A, C. Willard,

evening and surprised him,
occasion was his birthday. Lee has
{ been with Bethel choir almost con.
tinuously since 1894, and has been
~| president since 1912.
7 will sing at the Union services at
,5:1 Rantoul July 12,
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fVegro FPoet and Philosopher

Is Serving as

Model at U. I.

L
f Edward Smyth Jones, well
known nezro poet and philosopher,
‘hailed by newspaper crities for his
\“The Sylvan Cabin" and “A Cen-
tenary Ode on the Birth of Abra-
(ham- Lincoln,” is serving as a
{model at the U. I College of Fine
|Arts. He is known on the campus
‘as Edward le Diable,

“Le Diable” is a guest during his
stay in Champaigu-Urbana at the
home of Mrs. Hattie G. Wells, 1203
West Stoughton, Urbana.

Jones, a cultured negro of the
deep south, who fought his way
lup from the obscurity of the back-
Iwonds of Mississippi to a coveted

'place among renowned American |

negro poets, came to Champaign-
Urbana Feb. 10 at the request of
IC. E. Bradbury, assoclate profes-
sor, College of Fine Arts,

In order to avoid touching upon
his reputation as a poet, Jones as-
,sumed the name “le Diable" in his

work as a model. His brown skin,

waxed mustache, and typical Mo-
roccan Van Dyke beard made him
appear to \e an East Indian when
he donned a turban., Students, us-
ing bim as a model, have turned
'out some excellent work in repro-
duction of scenes of the Far East.

Jones' “The Sylvan Cabin"” was
originally published in 1911, but
"has since been republished a num-
ber of times. A number of well
kntmjn persons have contributed
/money for tWa purchase of the
book, with the proviso that it he
sent to wvarious schools,
. Mrs, Phoebe A, Hearst, mother
.of the publisher, sent him a sub-
‘stantial draft and a leiter which
said in part:
| "It is my belief that this book
Ishauld be read by every negro
‘child. This draft will enable you
to put it in every megro school.”

Appreciation to Lincoln

i Jones explained his reason for
writing the ode,

“It's an expression of apprecia-
tion of the entire negro race to
!Abraham Lincoln for having freed

BETHEL A. M. E.
NAMES A. R. LEE
CHOIR PRESIDENT

| Albert R. Lee was installed as
president, vested choir, Bethel
'A, M. E. church, Thursday nizht at
the church. Rev. T. H. Stoner,
‘pastor, was in charge of cere-
monies,

| Other officers are: Cecil Fope,
director;. R. M. Scott, Mrs. Allce
Pope, assistant directors; Cecil
{Pope, organist; Miss Blanche L,
Bighop, Miss Erma P, Scott, assist-
‘ant organists; Miss Mary Grace
|Jordan, secretary; Mrs. QOdessa
Lashley, treasurer,

- A socfal hour following was a
Tarewell for Miss Davie Roberts,
who I8 leaying the city. Charles A.
k artin,  social chairman, was In
chargp, = < oo = .

EDWARD SMYTH JONES
Poet and Interesting character ...

them,” he said. “Negroes of the
south, who have mnot yet read it,
will be enabled to do so when the
faorthcoming edition is completed.”

Jones was bora in Franklin coun-
ty, Mississippi, May 5, 1881, and
was educated in country schools.
Later, he entered Alcorn college,
at Lorman, Miss,, the negro school
equivalent to the state university.

At the present time, he said, ha
is operating a small publishing
business in Chicago and is plan-
ning a series of readings on the
campug and in-local churches and
clubs, He will read his own works
and those of other negro poets,

Because of his ability to pose and
his facifal characteristics, he often
aclts as a model for paintings and
photographs depicting the Far

East.

United Choirs Hold .
Social Tuesday Night

United Choirs held a social Tues-
day night, Bethel A, M. E. church
with Bethel choir as hosil Mt
Olive Baptist, St. Luke C. M. E.
Pilgrim Baptist, Salem Baptist, auc
Bethel A. M. E. choirs participated
Pastors present were: Rev. C. W
Saunders, Rev. T. H. Stoner, Rev
Charles Campbell. Yirs, Saunders
ig choir organization president

[Aszocinied Press Wirephoto.]

SINGER TAKEN BY DEATH — Mue,
Ernestine Schumann-leink, age 75, who
died in Hollvwood from blood ailment which

had made several

CHURCH PLANS
YULE PROGRAM

The Bethiel A, M. E churel,
Champaign, hus planmed a coni
plete program of Chylstmas aefiv-
f1jes for Saturday and Sunday, ine
clnding a Christmias party ant pyo-
gram Saturday evening which will
include a meeting avonnd a decor-
ated tree,

The Sunday morning
will consist of a programlm at 11
a. m, given by the Sunday school
and entitled “The Christ Child"”
under the direction of Mrs, Herman
Jordan., At 5 a, m, Sunday the
A, (0 E. lengue will give a drama
of living pletnres poriraying the
birth of Christ. All meetings are
open to the public.

Choir of Bethel Church

Names New Officers

The vested choir of Bethel A M.
|E. Church named these officers
Thursday night: Albert R Lee,
president; Cecil Pope, director;
Raymond M. Scott and Mrs. Alice
Pope, assistant directors; Miss
Mary Grace Jordan, secretary;

gorvices

iransiusions

BETHEL A. M. E.

‘C. A, Martin had charge of refresh:
'ments and Mrs. Alice Pope and
WMiss Bernice Lee. the games.
HOLD TEA SUNDAY
__The pulpit committee of the Mt
Olive Baptist church will hold a
gilver tea from 2 to 6 p. m, Sun-
'day at the home of Mrs. Callie
Washington., 1108 North Fourth

street

Mrs, Odessa Lashley, treasurer; Ce-
¢il Pope, organist; Miss Erma P.
Scott, assistant organist. Rev. T.
H. Stoner, pastor, condueted the
election and installation.
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;‘ Benefit
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' Program for the benefit given by
"YJUI chapter of Beta Theta Pi fra-
'lernity from 4 to 6§ p. m. Sunday,
“ will _present a variety of entertain-
‘ment, The henefit is being given in
lan attempt to raise funds for =z
Community Recreation center for!
colored men in-the armed forces.
Ray E. Hines is master of cere-

! List Program
For Center |
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Dr. Charles A. Carman,
Bethel Choir Slated
At Rantoul Union
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Church Program

RANTOUL, July
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. Service Men s Mothers
" To Be Honored Tuesday!

Mothers of all Champaign-Ur-}
bana men in military and navalf’
.service—and particularly Gold Star|
jmothers—will be honored Tuesday |.
'mght at a "Vietory week" program
istarting at 7:30 p. m, in Chamber
‘of Conumerce squave.

St |

Mrs. Smith Wisegarver —will [ -idasle ..s‘
;speak on behalf of the community, | { ,51{
'following special musical selec- [t i

Tt
tions by the Bethel A. M. E. church [l tianeiaiig

choir, and Jane Morrow and Neva ||i%
Minor, accompanied by Julius|
Cohen at the piano. Mrs. H. F.[;

Rawlings will preside over the pro- |[;
Jgram. B
1 Wednesday night a “Youth Dedi- ||#

“{cation” program will be presented 2
~<1at 7 p. m. by Recreation Director
i.»1Hugh Enochs. Members of the Boy |fis
i\ | Scouts, Girl Scouts, and 4-H clubs ) "-'g
and children from parks of the city ]
will march from West Side park to 5 :
‘Chamber of Commerée square.
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JdNorthern Baptist

Jstate of Illinois.

: ~a;f been arrunged for the weekly open-|
Jlair union church service here Sun-f.
dlday with Doctor

mau, noted Chicago Baptist minis-
te~. speaking, and the Bethel
14, M. E. choir, Champaign, pre-

'aeul.mg & music program.

The service will begin at 7:30

4p. m. at the Rantoul grade school
xW. E. Skadden is in charge of this[’
Hweek's service and will be assist-[".
Aed by Lieutenant Colonel Claude -
Harkey, new head chaplain at Cha- "
representing the chaplain'sf;

As is customary, the public ad- ¥
jdress system will be used, so thatgr
¥ many families can remain in theirf
dcars and listen to the program.

Noted Minister

4 Doctor Carman is the president e
\Mof the Ministers’

Council of the

which is the professional brother-

He {3 also presldent of the Ii-
nois Bantist State convention,
which .comprises.a.membershig of

11— (BsC)—|
has|’

Charles A. Car-{’

convention, ks
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over 500 churches throughout the

In addition to his pastoral du-

ties as the pastor of the Morgan |

Park Baptist church of Chlcago,
he serves on the faculty of the
Northern Baptist Theological semi-
nary as professor of homiletics,

Frequent Youth Speaker

He lhas been a frequent and pop-
ular speaker before many Youth
Congresses, summer assemblies
and state conventions throughout
the middlewest.

A special musieal program will
be presented in the nature of a
sacred concert by the Bethel choir.
This unique muslecal program s
making its fourth appearance as a

musical feature of the open air
union services in Rantoul,






