This text is to give an idea of what 150
words looks like on a page to gauge how
much text we want. Sharon proposes a
brief introduction about the residency of
Angela Rivers in 2009-10, and
acknowledgments. Then if we could have
brief excerpts from all or some of the
following people—gathered while Angela is
here this June—we would be all set: Angela
on the mural themes, and Symmetry?;
Bennie Drake on the 1978 mural; Al
Mitchell on the involvement of Oasis
Graphics?; Leon Lomax on 22; Nate Dixon
on Douglass Center, with his map; Gary
Clements on his paper route, with his map;
Shirlee Hill on her family’s departure to
Liberia and back; Patricia Roberts on
Poplar Street, and her map; Lucy Gray on
the mural; Eunice Rivers on her map, and
Park Street. Lawrence Johnson on AME
church  -Name of Person Quoted




Revisiting Murals Animating Neighborhoods or Rivers through Town

Acknowledgements
Thanks to Frances P. Rohlen Visiting Artists Fund of the Ul College of Fine and
"Applied Arts with additional support from the Comimunity Informatics™
Initiative,GSLIS and all the participants in the year long project focused on the
neighborhoods of north Champaign and Urbana, especially Angela Rivers, and her
amazing family—Eunice Rivers, Hester Suggs, Estelle Merrlﬁeld DAUGHTER
= 7" COUSINS—Patricia Roberts, Shirlee Hilj, A —
Gary Clements, Nate Dixon, Benny Drake, Al Mitchell, Lucy Gray, Dave Monk, Kathy
Cenders-Martin, James Hayes, Erma Bridgewater, Willeta and Carlotta Donaldson,
Lawrence Johnson, and list other mapmakers—Carrie Lipscomb
Noah Lenstra, Noelle Williams, Eric Johnson, Susan Rodgers, Annette Miller, Sydney
Stoudmire, Sam Smith, Ken Salo, Ryan Griffis, Sharon Irish, Dana Rush, Abdul
- Alkalimat, Anke Voss of Ehampaign County Archives, Barbara McGee of Champaign
Park District, Essie Harris of Douglass Branch lerary, Rev. ?? at Bethel AME Church
Dates Oct 12, 13, and May- 14— - e e
ERES, Nurturing Neighborhood Awareness
Website:
http://www.eblackcu.net/
website of the early history of the Rivers family compiled by Angela’s 3rd cousin
Wendell Purchase

. http:/ /wendellpurchase.com/wendellpurchase /RiversFamHistory.htm -

Press Release:
To commemorate the thirty-first anniversary of the mural at Fifth and Park Streets
~ in Champaign, its creator, Angela M. Rivers, will visit Champaign-Urbana during the

week of October 12, 2009. She will facilitate various activities related to community
history and memory in the North End, culminating with a lecture centered on the
mural and its importance. Ms Rivers, an artist and educator based in Chicago, has

"7 worked at different tilnes as an administrator, curator, educator, and consultant for
various educational and cultural organizations and museums in central Illlinois, the
Chicago metropolitan area, and Dallas, Texas, including the Art Institute of Chicago,
the Field Museum of Natural History, the DuSable Museum of African Amerlcan
History and the Dallas Museum of Art. -
The following events are free and open to the public.
» Monday, Oct. 12, 1-3 pm, Walkathon past the Mural, Booker T. Washington
Elementary School, 606 E. Grove St., C. Organized by the Booker T. Washington
Parent-Teacher Association
Rivers will discuss her own memories and her family’s history of involvement with
the school.
e Tuesday, Oct. 13, 3:30-5:30 pm, Neighborhood memory workshop at Douglass
Branch Library, Conference Room, Douglass Branch Library, 504 E. Grove St., C.
Registration is free, but call 217-333-7094 so we know how many to expect.
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Mark Rogovin:

"mural work is not a new phenomencn, but
today it has an especially powerful func-
tion == being both a vehicle for disen-
£ranchised artists of au cmities and
a voice for the people. FPor myself, mural
paiating was a logical direction to take;
it gave me a chance to weld togethor both
nyidnologyandmya:tuticskﬂlsintoa
single public expression.”

In 1967 and 1968, Ma.:k worked for 5 aonths

‘u an assistant to the great Mexican mural-

ist David Alfaro Siqueiros on his "March of

‘Humanity" mural. In 1968 he received his

BFA degree mpaintmgfmthemwdelslané

‘School of Design and continued on at the

Schcolofthemxnstimtccfmi.c&gotn

. get his MFX degree inm 1970. During the

years 1971-1973, he tauqht courses at
Columbia College, the School of the Art In-
stituts of Chicago, Elmhurst cOuege, ant
Boau‘y College. In 1972 he was one of the

founders and is now director of the Public
Art Workshop, a mural workshop and nation-

wide mural tesource center on Chicagc s West

S:ldo. :
mzkhmoftheleade:sinthermt

mural upsurge in the U. S. He directed his

i,ﬁxstmralinlssslandhassmceenqagedin

collective community~based mural projects in
over fifteen locations. He has also given

. mmerous slide talks and mural workshops
around the TsSe




Educational Resources in Environmental Science,
Nurturing Neighborhood Awareness,

Mural Project . :

117 N.Market, Champaign, inols

81820  Ph. 217 351-1911
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Mini-Park #1 Mural Projqct
East Park Street, Champaign

Nurturing Neighborhood Awareness is assisting in the development of a community
mural project with the cooperation of the Champaign Park Dlstrict, the building owners,
and interested people in the nexghborhood

Since the summer of 1967, there has been a rapidly growing
movement involved in the production of large outdoor murals.
This renaissance began in Chicago. It received its major
impetus from the painting of the "Wall of Respect, " a huge
‘and magnificent outdoor mural done under the leadership
of William Walker on Chicago's South Side. Having its

~ beginning there, in the black community and under the
Ieadership of black artists, this rebirth in mural painﬁng
has grown into a new direction for disenfranchised artists
of all communiﬁes and a new form to give voice to all people.

There will be a community mural workshop on April 10 where examples of other
mural pro;ects will be shown. A mural painter from the Chicago Public Arts Workshop
will be available as a resource. The participatmn of neighborhood people is essential
because the mural is direcﬂy a community endeavor. ,

0 § : 1chovin, et.al., Mural Manual , 1973, Public Art Workshop. Chicago, Illinois.
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ANGELA RIVERs | v;kiewgf f]ﬂt eelle Ok iz, 7

| Artist behind C.[J mura]
back for week of activities

By The News-Gazette Employment 'Ii'aining Act. archiva] Materials ang bhoto-
CHAMPAIGN — The art Rivers, now based ip Chica- 8raphs, Participants will have
ist who Created the historica] 80, has worked as an admin- the ODbportunity to share their-
mural at Fifth and Park Streets istrator, Curator, educator and memories of the city through-
i ig] consultant for educationa] ang out different ergg. There wil] -
Champaign-Urbana to lecture cultural Organizations, among pe 5 Scanner available to digi-
and lead activities thig week  them the Art Institute of Chi-  tize images and documents,
related to Champaign’s north cago, Field Museum of Natural — 1:06 to 1:50 b.m. Wednes.
side. All of the eventg are free History, DuSabje Museum of day. Rivers will be interviewed
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and open to the public, i African American History ang on WILI:AM Radio’s “After-
: Though now badly deterio- Dallas Museum of Art, ‘noon Magazine” with Celeste
rated, the 16-by—64-foot mural Here is her schedule for the - Quinn, , ’
will be revisiteq In discussions rest of the week: — S to 6 p.m. Wednesday, A¢ Vanda Bidwell/The News-Gazett

led i_Jy Angeia Rivers ang in — 3:30 to 5:30 P.m. Tyes- the mural- at papk and Fifth, Students from Booker T. Washington Elementary School in

the Images she shows g she day, Neighborhood memory  Rjverg and other communj- Champaign look at artist Angela Rivers’ historical mural at Fifth

meets with people in north  workshop, Douglass Branch ™ ¢y members wij discuss the Park streets as pa of the schogl Ik-a-tho
'Champaign and on the Univer- Library, 504 E. Grove St, C. .Importance of the mura] in the and streets a partofth Schools wa k-a-thon Monday.
sity of Illinojs campus, Registration- is free, byt call community ang the memorijes - '

he mural Tepresents part 333-7094 to sign up, they have of the areg, Rivers’ Visit here js funded matics Initiative gt the Grad

~of the history “of the Afri. . Rivers wil lead beople of a1] — 3515 to 7 p.m. 'Thursday, Primarily by the Frances p uate School of Library anc
can-American Community ip agesin creatingvisuaimemory DPublic lecture, “Re-visiting Rohlen Visiting Artists Fund Information Science,
Champaign County, She con- maps of their northeast Chap. 'Murals, Am'mating Neighboi~ of the UT College of Fine and For more information, Visi
‘ceived of ang Created it in 197g baign neighborhood as they hoods,” 103 Mumford Haly, Applied Arts, with Support  onlipe Www.cii.iilinois.edu/riv-

as part qf the Comprehensive. _remember it{ with the help of ,1301 W. Gregory Drive, C. - from the Community Infor- epg




Tuesday, October 20, 2009

By ’

mmerll@news-ga ette.com\ ‘not bepolitical. © - -
"CHAMPAIGN = elaRiv- " “Everybody wanted to make

ers couldn’t  imagine a huge sure the mural would be histori-_

mural being created today in cal rather than political,” she’

north Champalgn-Urbana like = said. “At that point, histories of -

the one she helped creat Afncan Amerlcans and of Lati-

restoratl 31

“Its . dym

below would tell what: d1recuo
to make the lines.

As for painting — the Cham- :

them labels and put those labels

in the corresponding parts of
the mural.
Rlvers had he__r two crews

essi

Peog;e stopped by evéry day'

) ed but ev ﬁqntu-'"
ecaingl enthusastic about

_\




1us
+++ OFFICE PRODUCTS

on-Wednesday to hear t!

e

he arti

ST

MURAL
FROM PAGE 1A

ty in Champaign,” Rivers said.
“This mural has been a symbol

of the black community since it
was finished in 1978.”

The fact that there is no graf-
fiti on the mural, while all of

the other walls of the building
have been damaged many times,
shows the community’s respect
for the painting, Rivers said.

«This event was a good oppor-
tunity to promote the arts
throughout our community,”
said Sharon Irish, one of the
coordinators of the discussion.
“We applied for the Frances P.
Rohlen Visiting Artist Fund and
received the grant, which made
this event possible.”

Rivers said Champaign’s Afri-
can-American community has
been changing since the 1970s.

«The difference between the
Champaign community now (and
in the 1970s) is that back then,
I lived in the typical African-
American community. Everyone
either knew you or knew your
family. You couldn’t get away
with anything,” Rivers said.
“Today, the community lacks
that sense of being a collective
group.”

Although the community has
changed over time, others who
attended the event said the mural

e

es past, present of C-U comm

unity”

BY MICHAEL NORMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER E
An African-American fam-
ily of three and railroadtracks
are the first images tocatchthe
eye in the North End Mural,
which is located on' the side of
a building at Fifth and Park ?
streets in Champaign. This
mural was created in 1978 by
Angela Rivers. T o
Rivers, who was born and
raised in Champaign, led a dis-
cussion Wednesday about the
_importance of the mu al.
_“The mural wa
) repreSent,theistrugg,
first African-Americ
lies that pioneered their way
to the Champaign ‘area after

jR JOSHUA BECKMAN THE DALY itLini  the Civil War and to show the
Former Champaign resident and artist Angela Rivers stands in front ofa history of the black communi-
mural she painted on the corner ‘of Fifth and Park streets. Students gathered : R
st speak about the making of the mural

See MURAL, Page 3A

8 | -Sudoku SB

can still have personal meaning
for residents. Sam Smith, Cham-
paign resident of 25 years, said |
he remembers walking past the
mural in the past.

- «after walking by the mural
every time 1 attend the Bethel
African Methodist Episcopal
Church for 25 years, the mural
has become an important depic-
tion of the struggle of African-
Americans in the community
and as anationas a whole,” said
Smith, who was also instrumen-
tal in setting up the event.

Rivers spoke Wednesday as
part of a week of events educat-
ing citizens about the history of
the North End community and
mural. : )

The paint of the mural has
been worn away by 31 years of
weather and lacks the bright
colors that it once had, Rivers
said.

Smith said he was one of few
people to contact Rivers about
restoring the mural to its origi-
nal state, though Rivers said she
is still hesitant about the idea.

«“pt first 1 was completely
against restoring it. It served its
purpose and there was a reason
for it to be done,” Rivers said.
“Now, if the mural would be
restored, I would want them to
restore the original mural and to
add a new mural that represents
the community in this period of
time on a wall right next to it.”
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Neighbors happy to see
redevelopment project

14 has watched as businesses notable mural peels to reveal
Mural on Slde and residents have come and - the concrete bricks under-

' gone. Lately they have gazed neath.
Of_ Warehouse - largely at vacant buildings — «The whole area can be
W]_n be I'CmOVCd themselves a part of an Ange- redeveloped,” said Florence
1a Rivers mural on the side of Ransom, a trustee of Bethel
By PATRICK WADE an under-used garage — inan AME Church, neighbor to the
pwade@news-gazene.com area where eco mic develop- warehouse. “1 think this might
CHAMPAIGN — The once ment has been thin. be justa start.”
bright eyes of family look- Residents in the neighbor- As it stands right now, the
ing north onto Park Street are hood surrounding the 411 E. empty building at Fifth and
showing their age __“prown ParkSt. warehouse are hoping park, Kitty-corner from Salem |
skin has faded and hair has & proposed redevelopment of Baptist'Church, is a blight to .
started to gray to the color of the former location of the - the community, C ampaign
4 dull primer. ni Seed Company will bright- , .
For 32 years, the family en their neighborhood, as the - "~ please see PROJECT, B-2
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 PROJECT

Continued from B-1

Planning Director Bruce
Knight said.

Structurally, there’s nothing
wrong with it. But it is a brick
industrial building in the mid-
dle of a residential neighbor-
hood, Knight said.

When the warehouse is con-
verted to a two-story, mixed-
use building, with commercial

office space on the first floor -

and four two-bedroom apart-
ments on the second, the mural
will be removed.

At a March neighborhood
meeting attended by 15 resi-
dents, no one objected to the
redevelopment, according to
city documents.

“It’s not that I didn’t like” the
mural, Ransom said. “I just fig-
ured it has served its purpose.”

Angela Rivers, the artist who
oversaw the mural’s creation
in 1978, told The News-Gazette
the same when she was in town
to speak at the University of
Illinois last year.

“It’'s dying very gracefully,

like Leonardo da Vinci’s ‘Last

Supper,” Rivers said in Octo-
ber.

The mural, a result of a
federal program that trained
workers by providing them
jobs in the public sector, com-
municates African-Ameri-
can history with depictions
of Egypt, two villages that
symbolize Africa, the Middle
Passage, slavery, the major
migrations north, and a farmer
and two horses plowing while
moving toward a sunrise.

She also added depictions"

of some of the oldest African-
American churches and homes
on the block.

Residents are welcoming the
economic development in their
neighborhood and are ready to
see the faded mural go. Ran-
som said that, lately, as busi-
nesses and residents leave the
area and their empty buildings
behind, nothing is coming back

.- to replace them.

“For one thing, the other side
of the street isn’t looking good
at all” Ransom said. “And I
think the entire Park Street,
something needs to be done.”

will Kyles, who represents
the neighborhood on the city
council, said Thursday the rede-
velopment is an important proj-
ect for the area.

“It’s always good when busi-
nesses want to locate in your

area, and it’s always good when
the neighbors support that,”
Kyles said.

The council on Tuesday voted
unanimously to allow a special-
use permit for the redevelop-
ment of the building.

“It’s not like a Wal-Mart com-
ing, but it will have an impact
as far as beautification,” Kyles
said. ‘,

City council members this
week expressed a desire at least
to document the mural before
the building is repurposed.

“It would be nice if this mural
could be preserved,” -council
member Tom Bruno said Tues-
day. “But it would be even nicer
if this building could improve
this neighborhood.”

News-Gazette staff writer
Melissa Merli contributed to
this report.

Ty 126 W. Church St.
=] ‘a Champaign
rrtarer wwwtheClart.com
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Babies™ (PG)
Fri: 5:00, 7:30
Sat & Sun: 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30
Matinee Price Before bpm
“Shutter Island” (R} $5 tate Night Show
Fri & Sar:10:.00pm

agizear

Goodrich  217-355-3456
S. Nel St. (Rt 45)

THEATERS

All Rocking Seats Al Digital Sound
$5 7 BARGAIN TWILIGHT
] Ba 5‘: M

O No passes O Stadium seating
SHOWTIMES 5/21 - 5/26

& 3D SHREK FOREVER AFTER (PG)
$2.50 PREMIUM PER 3D TICKET

12:00, 2:10, 4:20, 6:30, 8:40
FRI/SAT LS 11:00

® 11:00, 1:10, 3:20, 5:30, 7:40, 9:50
FRI/SAT LS 12:00

& SHREK FOREVER AFTER (PG)
11:30, 1:40, 3:50, 6:10, 8:10

® 12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 7:00, 9:10
FRI/SAT LS 11:20

GO MACGRUBER (R)

12:45, 3:00, 5:10, 7:20, 9:25
FRI/SAT LS 11:35

& ROBIN H0O0B (PG-13)

12:05. 3:05, 6:05, 9:00  FRI/SAT LS 12:00
®© 12:55, 3:55, 6:55, 9:55

& JUST WRIGHT (PG)

12:15, 2:35, 4:55, 7:15, 9:35

FRI/SAT LS 11:55

& LETTERS TO JULIET (PG)

11:35, 2:00, 4:30, 6:50, 9:15

FRISAT LS 11:40

& IRON MAN 2 (PG-13)

12:10, 2:55, 5:35, 8:15  FRISAT LS 11:30
®11:05, 11:40, 1:45, 2:20, 4:25, 5:05, 7:05,
7:40,9:45 FRI/SAT LS 11:05

A NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET (R)

7:30, 9:40 FRUSAT LS 11:55

FURRY VENGEANCE (PG) 12:40, 2:50, 5:00
THE BACK-UP PLAN (PG-13) 7:35, 10:00
OCEANS (G) 11:15, 1:20, 3:25, 5:30
KICK ASS (R) 7:10, 9:45

DBATE RIGHT (PG-13)

12:50, 3:00, 5:15, 7:25, 9:30
FRUSAT LS 11:45

HOW T0 TRAIN YOUR DRAGON (PG)
11:05, 1:15, 3:15, 5:25
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wilson jones.

bin Scholz/The News-Gaze
ast Park Street in Champaign will be converted to

the first floor, and four two-

e former Mlfini Seed Company building on E
a two-story mixed-use building. Commercial office space will be on

pedroom apartments will be on the second floor.
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Champaign, IL. - North End - Circa 1960

Map Key:
1. Johnson (my home — 1107 N. 6" ~19. City Bus Barn
St) 20. Cooper
2. Posey ’ 21. Lawhead Elementary
3. Mays [é/g/b ;Lb’i“f: i) 22. Salem Baptist Church
4. Jones 23. Bethel AME Church
" 5. Barnes 24. Dairy Plant
6. Walker/Mason 25. Funeral Home
7. Pealer 26. Jacksons/Store
8. Wesley 27. Bank’s BBQ
9. Washington 28. Nunniey
10. Nelson 29. Bob’s Store
11. Edwards 30. Sweet Shop
12. Douglas 31. Hines
13. Fraternal Org 32. Banks
14. CME Church 33. Caldwell
15. IGA Store 34. Abernathy
16. Willard Elementary 35. Payne
17. Douglas Center 36. Pre-School: “Tot Lot”
18. Washington Elementary 37. Hamilton
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Champaign’s 1st black police officer to be honored Tuesday

By The News-Gazette

CHAMPAIGN  — Cham-
paign’s first black police
officer will be formally recog-
nized Tuesday when a portion
of Park Street will be named
“Allen Rivers Sr. Street.”

An honorary street sign will
be unveiled at 11:30 a.m. Tues-
day during a ceremony at the

corner of Fourth and Park
streets in north Champaign.
Park Street from Fourth to
Wright streets will receive
the honorary designation.
The Rivers family lived in a
house in the 400 block of East

“Park Street, Mayor Jerry Sch-

weighart said.
Rivers joined Champaign’s

-~

WS ke B s I

17-member police force in
1935 as a probationary officer,
making $140 a month.

Local newspapers at the
time reported that he was the
first “colored” officer in Cham-
paign.

“With  Rivers’ appoint-
ment, the city followed the
lead established by the school
board, which had appointed
colored teachers and assigned

_them to schools in which the

colored population is pre-
dominant,” The News-Gazette
reported.

Rivers’ beat was northeast
Champaign, where nearly ail
the black population lived.

He was a patrolman from
1935 to 1958.

In May 1958, he was promot-
ed to sergeant and served in
that capacity until his retire-
ment in 1960.

Rivers passed away in 1989.
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September 25, 2009/Champaign, Illinois, USA

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Chicago-based Artist to Hold UIUC Residency

To commemorate the thirty-first anniversary of the mural at Fifth and Park Streets in Champaign, its
creator, Angela M. Rivers, will visit Champaign-Urbana during the week of October 12,2009. She wiil
facilitate various activities related to community history and memory in the North End, culminating with a
lecture centered on the mural and its importance. Ms Rivers, an artist and educator based in Chicago, has
worked at different times as an administrator, curator, educator, and consultant for various educational and
cultural organizations and museums in central Illinois, the Chicago metropolitan area, and Dallas, Texas,
including the Art Institute of Chicago, the Field Museum of Natural History, the DuSable Museum of
African American History and the Dallas Museum of Art.

Ms. River's visit, funded primarily by the Frances P. Rohlen Visiting Artists Fund of the Ul College of Fine
and Applied Arts with additional support from the Community Informatics Initiative, is a collaboration
with Ryan Griffis, Assistant Professor in the School of Art and Design, Sharon Irish, of the School of
Architecture and the Community Informatics Initiative, Ken Salo, of the Department of Urban and
Regional Planning, and Sam Smith, the Engagement Director at Krannert Center for the Performing Arts.

The following events are free and open to the public.

*  Monday, Oct. 12, 1-3 pm, Walkathon past the Mural, Booker T. Washington Elementary School,
606 E. Grove St., C. Organized by the Booker T. Washington Parent-Teacher Association
Rivers will discuss her own memories and her family's history of involvement with the school.

»  Tuesday, Oct. 13, 3:30-5:30 pm, Neighborhood memory workshop at Douglass Branch Library,
Conference Room, Douglass Branch Library, 504 E. Grove St., C. Registration is free, but call
217-333-7094 so we know how many to expect.

Rivers will lead people of all ages in creating visual memory maps of their North End
neighborhood as they remember it, with the help of some archival materials and photographs.
Participants will have the opportunity to share their stories with the group, celebrating memories
of the city throughout different eras. There will be a scanner available to digitize images and
documents.

*  Wednesday, Oct. 14, 1:06-1:50 pm Rivers will be featured on WILL-AM Radio’s Afternoon
Magazine with Celeste Quinn (580 on your radio) Call in!

*  Wednesday, Oct. 14, 5:00-6:00 pm
On-location discussion of the Park St. mural entitled "The History of African Americans in
Champaign County" with the artist. The mural is located at the corner of Fifth and Park Streets,
Champaign, IL. Meet with the artist and other community members to discuss the importance of
the mural in the community and memories of the area.

*  Thursday, Oct. 15, 5:15-7 pm Public lecture, 103 Mumford Hall, 1301 W. Gregory Dr., C., on the
south quad; parking in the ramp and adjacent lots is free after 5 pm in most cases.

In an illustrated talk, “Re-visiting Murals, Animating Neighborhoods,” Rivers will tell the history
of the mural, which she designed and directed, ultimately finishing it by herself.

The mural represents an important part of the history of the African-American community in Champaign
County. It was conceived and created by the artist as part of the Comprehensive Employment Training Act
(CETA) in 1978. Although now badly deteriorated, the 16 x 64-foot mural will be revisited in discussions
and digital images, as Ms. Rivers meets with people of all ages in north Champaign and on the UIUC
campus in October 2009. http://www cii.illinois.edu/rivers

Contact:
Sharon Irish, Community Informatics Initiative, Graduate School of Library and Information Science, 501
E. Daniel, Champaign, IL glirish@illinois.edu; 217-333-7094

#i#




Animating Neighborhoods
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Revisiting Murals
Animating Neighborhoods

with Angela M. Rivers

Join Us

Chicago-based artist Angela M. Rivers
will be visiting Champaign-Urbana from
October 12-17 to facilitate conversations
about memories and visions of north
Champaign and the mural at Fifth and
Park Streets.

Rivers designed and executed the Park
Street mural in 1978 to honor her own
family’s long history in Champaign
County. Since then, she has been an arts
educator and consultant.

All events are free and open to the
public.

Sponsored by the Frances P. Rohlen Visiting Artists Fund
Colliege of Fine and Applied Arts
with additional support from the
Community Informatics Initlative
University of ililnois, Urbana-Champalgn

Questions? Contact Sharon Irish, slirish@illinois.edu
http:/fwww.cii.illinois.edu/rivers

Monday, October 12

1:00-3:00 Walkathon Past the Mural, Booker T. Washing-
ton Elementary School, 606 E. Grove St., C. Organized by
the Booker T. Washington Parent-Teacher Association.

Tuesday, October 13

3:30-5:30 PM Neighborhood Memory Workshop, Confer-
ence Room, Douglass Branch Library, 504 E. Grove St., C.
To register, call 217-333-7094.

Wednesday, October 14

1:06-1:50 PM Interview with Angela Rivers on WILL
Radio’s The Afternoon Magazine with host Celeste Quinn
(580AM).

5:00-6:00 PM Meet at the Mural: Informal Discussion
about the Mural and its Themes with the artist and
others involved, corner of Fifth and Park Streets, C.

Thursday, October 15

5:15-7:00 PM Public Lecture: “Revisiting Murals, Animat-
ing Neighborhoods,” Mumford Hall 103, 1301 W. Gregory
Dr., Champaign on the south quad, C. Free parking will be
available in nearby lots after spm.



Chicago-based artist Angela M. Rivers will

be visiting Champaign-Urbana from Octo-

ber 12-17 to facilitate conversations about
memories and visions of north Champaign
and the mural at Fifth and Park Streets.

Rivers designed and executed the Park
Street mural in 1978 to honor her own L
family’s long history in Champaign County.
Since then, she has been an arts educator
and consultant.

All events are free and open to the
public.

Monday, October 12 ~
:00-3:00 Walkathon Past the Mural, Booker T.
Washington Elementary School, 606 E. Grove St
C. Organized by the Booker T. Washington

Parent-Teacher Association.

Tuesday, October 13

3:30-5:30 PM Neighborhood Memory Worksho
Conference Room, Douglass Branch Library, 5
_E. Grove St., C. Free and open to the public. To

_register, call 217-333-7094.

Wednesday, October 14
:06-1:50 PM Interview with Angela Rivers on
WILL Radio’s The Afternoon Magazine with ho
Celeste Quinn (580AM).

. 5:00-6:00 PM Meet at the Mural: Informal Disc
-sion about the Mural and its Themes with the
- artist and others involved, corner of Fifth and
 Park Streets, C.

: Thursday, October 15 F
:15-7:00 PM Public Lecture: “Revisiting Murals,

Animating Neighborhoods,” Mumford Hall 103

1301 W. Gregory Dr., Champaign on the south

_quad, C. Free parking will be available in nearby
ots after 5spm

ron irist; slirish@illi
Lillinols.edu/rivers



PTA Meeting
Tuesday September 22
6:30 p.m.

Special Program:

MAPPING MEMORIES: A Very Special B.T.
Washington/Douglass Neighborhood Project
incorporating the cultural and social history of our
community
Speakers: Ken Salo-and Nama Budhathoki

Also: The Annual Walkathon Kick-Off Party!
Learn how you can help earn money to support BT Washington
programs for students, families and staff this year!

If you haven’t yet joined B.T. Washington PTA, please consider becoming a
member at our first official meeting of the year. Dues are $8 per year and help
support local, state and national PTA programs.

Parents and staff of BTW are welcome to attend all meetings and PTA activities;
however PTA membership is required in order to vote for officers or at business
meetings. As always, we appreciate your participation even more than your
money!
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first prize at the International

Beethoven Competition in the

Czech Republic and is winner-

of the New York Cello Society
Rising Star Award.

Recently, Kouzov made his
recording debut on Naxos and
also released “Two Hundred
Years of Cello Masterpiec-
es” on Marquis Classics. He
is a founding member of the

award-winning Manhattan Pia-

no Trio and was a member of
the Phaedrus String Quartet.
Before joining the UI, Kou-
zov -taught at Juilliard and
Oberlin Conservatory.
Vermel served as music

sity Symphony Orchestra from
1974 to 1994, when he became
music director -and ‘conductor
of the Northwest Symphony
- Orchestra in Mount Prospect."
+ In 2008, Vermel received the
Conductor’s Guild’s Rudolph
Max award “in recognition of
outstanding achievement. as
a . conductor and pedagogue
and significant service to the

scholarship, advocacy,

\ and
ensemble building.” '

Tickets to.the concert are’

$28 for senior citizens, $31 for
adults-and $5 for students and
children..

profession in the realms of

Frances P. Rohlen Visiting Artists Fund Lecture

Revisiting Murals,
Animating Neighborhoods

Dallas Museum of Art.

The 16 x 64-foot mural at Park and Fifth Streets in Champaign represents the
history of the African-American community in this county. It was conceived
and created by Angela Rivers and others in 1978, Ms Rivers, an artist and
educator based in Chicago, has worked at different times as an administrator,
curator, educator, and consultant for various educational and cultural
organizations arid museums in central Ilinois, the Chicago metropolitan area,
‘and Dallas, Texas, including the Art Institute of Chicago, the Field Museum of
Natural History, the DuSable Museum of African American History and the

«» Angela M. Rivers

5:15 - 7:00 pm

in most cases.

w

» Thursday,bctober 15, 2009

103 Mumford Hall, 1301 W. Gregory Dr, Champaxgn
on the South quad of the UIUC campus.

Parking'in the nearby ramp and adjacent lots is free after 5pm "

FREE ADMISSION - PUBLIC WELCOME

cii.illinois.edu/rivers




March 28, 1978
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George A, Miller Committee
912 West Illinois Street
Urbana, Illinois 61801

Dear Chairperson:

The Nurturing Neighborhood Awareness Project of Educational Resources in Environmental
Science is organizing a lecture presentation on the history and technique of mural ari and
the work of the great mural artists. This application is a request for funding of this
presentation. We are interested in investigating several aspects of mural art including

its importance as a form of communication and artistic technique, its role as a culiural
element and its function in generating community participation. We will consider the
historical significance and content of mural art including ancient cave paintings, the
religious murals of the European Middle Ages, and murals depicting contemporary issues.

The lecture will be presented by Mark Rogovin of Chicago, Illinois. In 1967 and 1968

Mr. Rogovin worked for 5 months as an assistant to the great Mexican muralist David
AMaro Siqueiros on his "March of Humanity' mural. In 1968 he received his BFA degree
in painting from the Rhode Island School of Design and continued on at the School of the
Art Institute of Chicago to get his MFA degree in 1970. During the years 1971-1973, he
taught courses at Columbia College, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Elmhurst
College, and Rosary College. In 1972 he was one of the founders and is now director of
the Public Art Workshop, a mural workshop and nationwide mural resource center in
Chicago.

Mr. Rogovin is one of the leaders in the recent mural upsurge in the U.S. He directed his
first mural in 1969 and has since engaged in mural projects in over fifteen locations. He
has also given numerous slide presentations and mural workshops around the U, S.

The social and artistic context of mural art should be of interest to several academic
areas. We anticipate that persons from sociology, political science, art, and anthropology
. will attend the presentation. People in these academic disciplines may anticipate future
involvement in mural projects if they become associated with communify programs,
social work, or public art. The presentation may lead to a future artist-in-residence prograni.
It could stimulate research interest in the field of mural art and will provide an opportunity
to become acquainted with techniques and organizational factors in developing a mural
project,



‘This event has the support of Unit One, the Department of Political Science, the
Department of Anthropology, the Afro-American Cultural Center and the latino
Cultural Center. The Department of Art has expressed an interest in the event,
We have arranged specific meetings with some of these groups. There will be no
financial contributions from these units, however.

A mural site has been established with the cooperation of the Champaign Park District.
We expect community support of this project and an interest in the lecture presentation
‘of mural art. We anticipate attendance in the evening presentation to be composed of .
approxxmately 150 umvers1ty and community people,

The tentative schedule for this event is as follows:

April 10, 1978
9 a,m, - 12 noon Meetings with Unit One, Afro-American
Cultural Center, latino Cultural Center,
- the Departments of Political Science,
Anthropology, and Art.

l1pm. - 5§p.m, Workshop on mural techniques and a

survey of potential mural sites, This

workshop will focus on a specific mural

site in Champaign and will involve

communify and university people.
. 4 -

. /3/ p.m, Public presentation at
" loeation., Slides and dzscussmn on the
history of mural art, the great muralists
and techniques and organizational
considerations.

We are requesting funding in the amount of $150, 00 to cover honorarium for Mr. Rogovin.
Lodging facilities and publicity can be arranged by the Nurturing Neighborhood Awareness
Project staff,

Enclosed are four letters of support from interested University departments.

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Cender Eugene Britt Glen Martin
Project Coordinator Community Coordinator Environmental Educator

Nurturing Neighborhood Awareness Nurturing Neighborhood Awareness Landscape Architect




sversaty OT mmms at Umana bnampazgn

AFRO-AMERICAN ‘CULTURAL PROGRAM - 708 SQUTH MATHEWS AVENUE - URBANA, 'II.‘LINOIS 6180% - (217) 333-2092/2201

March 27, 1978

Dear Miller Commlttee-

The Afro-Amerlcan Cultural Program is lmpressed with and in
support of those efforts being made by the NNA (Nuturing Neighborhood
Awareness) Program in their attempt to identify and develope creative
skills within our community for a better environment. We endorse
their proposal before you and encourage your active participation and
acceptance. , '

Your acknowledgement of such a proposal would not only serve to
extend the opportunlty for continuing education but also fosters
harmonious inter-action between the campus and commnnlty resgident,
via the arts. Also, it suggests a focus on the "immediate" community
“and as a result may be a catalyst for future environmental and beauti-

fication projects and concerns. It would be a visible and permanent
investment by'your'commlttee for the community at large to see for a
lasting period of time. This project being different from the tempo-
rary lmpact of v1$1t1ng lectures and artists you normaly employ.

Given those con31deratlons we view it benefzcxal to all for you
to engage the services offered by Mr. Mark Rogovin.. Our staff will
strongly urge the participation of our student- pcpulatlon ln such a
meaningful endeavor.

Bruce Nesbitt, Director
Afro-American Cultural Program




Department of Political Science
361 Lincoln Hall

March 29, 1978

George A. Miller Committee
912 W. Illinois

Dear Miller Committee:

_ The Department of Political Science is very pleased to learn of plans
by the Educational Resources in Envirommental Science to bring Mr. Mark
Rogovin to Champaign-Urbana to participate in its Nurturing Neighborhood
Awareness Project. Mr. Rogovin is an artist with a social and political
conscience. He is the co-author of Mural Manual: How to Paint Murals
for the Classroom, Community Center, and Street Corner (Beacon Press, 1973).

One area in which most departments of political science are weak or
have no commitment at all is that of the relationship between art and
aesthetics and politics. While painting, graphics, fiction, and the cinema
often have great political relevance, this is largely ignored by such
departments and there is little in the way of interdisciplinary effort to
close the gap. Mural art is particularly interesting because it is
accessible to communities in the way that cinema and fiction often are not.
It is easier for people in a community to come together as creators of a
social message through the medium of murals than to become cinematographers
or creative writers. Both the accessability and the inherently cohesive
nature of the creative act are what account for the proliferation of mural
art in major cities around the world. :

_Thus far there has been very little community expression through mural
art in Champaign-Urbana, Mr. Rogovin is a person who has practiced it,
written about it, and is willing to go to places where it has not been
jntroduced. He is willing to offer his services both to the people who
live around Mini Park #1 and to university people who would like to learn
more about this mode of political—aesthetic-cammunity~expression. We
would indeed be fortunate to attract him. The Department of Political -
Science gives its enthusiastic endorsement to the request for support being
made of the Miller Lecture Committee,

Sincerely, , .

V4

Marvin G. Weinbaum
Acting Head

MGW:jg




UNIT ONE
70 Allen Hs11
- March 28, 1978

To
Ms. Peggy Harris
and the George A. Miller Lecture Committee:

Many students at Unit One would be extremely interested in
participating in a workshop given by Mark Rogovin if he is brought
to the Champeign-Urbana community. At the time of his pronosed
visit, we have an architect, Dsvid Abramson, as artist in resicence
at Unit Ore. I would enjoy orgerizing a wvorkshop in which both
Rogovin and Abremson would perticipate.

There is a second reason why a visit from Mark Rogovin perticularly
appeals to us at Unit One, at this time: There has been much telk
about peinting s murel in the eree in fromt of the cefeterin, It
would grestly benefit the group wrniing to undertake this project
to be rble to discuss it with Merk Rogovin., I very umch hope

thet you will give his visit Yyour support.

Sincerely,

Mariasnne Briin

Coordinetor:
Artist~in-Residence Program



sniversity of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

la Casa Cultural Latina Phillip A. Llamas, Director
510 E. Chalmers (217) 333-4950
Champaign, Illinois 61820

March 28, 1978

George A. Miller Lecture Committee
912 W. Illinois
Urbana, Illinois 61801

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express our support for the efforts of
- the Nuturing Neighbeorhood Awareness Program in bringing
Mr. Mark Rogovin to the University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign campus. ’

v I wholeheartedly support Nurturing Neighborhood
Awareness Program goals of identifying and developing creative
skills within communities for a better environment. Also, the
importance of mural art to Latinos cannot be fully expressed
in a short letter. However, let us say that mural art has become
an expressive outlet for our people and the encouragement and
development of this art form plays a vital role in transmitting
and preserving our respective cultures.

We sincerely hope that you will grant the necessary
financial support and urge that programs of this nature continue
to be presented and supported.

Phillip/. Llemas
Director

PAL:v1



Revisiting Murals, Animating Neighborhoods

Artist Angela Rivers will be on campus in October 2009 for a week-long residency.
With primary funding from the Frances Rohlen Fund of the College of Fine and Applied
Arts and supplemental funding from the Community Informatics Initiative, Ms. Rivers’
visit will combine walking tours, lectures, and workshops on local art, history, and
archives. One focus for Ms. Rivers’ visit will be the mural at Fifth and Park Streets in
Champaign that she created in 1978. Now rather faded, the mural will provide ways to
-engage with those in the neighborhood, many of whom, like Ms. Rivers, have family
stories that go back decades in Champaign. She will collaborate with UI students, faculty
and staff, students and teachers at Booker T. Washington Elementary School, and other
residents of Champaign and Urbana.

This project began when Sam Smith, the Engagement Director at Krannert Center, met
the Chicago-based Ms. Rivers during the Project 500 Reunion in the Fall of 2008.
(Project 500 or the Special Educational Opportunities Program, started at the U of I in
1968 to try and provide equal educational opportunities to Illinoians traditionally
underrepresented at the university. In the fall of 1968, 565 African American and Latino
students arrived on campus to begin their college careers.) Mr. Smith then introduced
Urban Planning Professor Ken Salo to Ms. Rivers. Professor Salo teaches a community
development workshop that has been active in north Champaign, so he was intrigued that
Ms. Rivers had designed and executed the 16 x 64-foot mural under the Comprehensive
Employment Training Act (CETA), with 20 youth. The mural’s subject, the history of
African Americans in Champaign County, is still visible, even in the mural’s deteriorated
state.

Before moving to Chicago, Ms. Rivers received her undergraduate degree from the
University of Illinois and did graduate work in the arts at Eastern Illinois University, in
Charleston, as well as Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. Over the past 30
years, Ms. Rivers has been an effective educator in cultural and art museum settings
while continuing her art practice.

Ms. Rivers has extensive experience working with young children as well as teens, ina
variety of venues. For example, in the workshop she will lead in Champaign, she will
have participants create visual memory maps. Children and elders alike will create a map
of a block that they lived on, including the streets, homes with neighbors’ names, shops,

- churches, parks and features important to them. These might include a back yard where a
mean dog lived, or a best friend played, a corner where the old men sat, and so on. After
completing the exercise, people will share a short one-to-two minute story about their
block or neighborhood. Over the summer, CI staff collected old photographs from
various archives to help spark map-making and memory-building.

Various UI classes will work with Ms. Rivers in image creation and preservation. Youth
at Booker T. Washington School (where GSLIS has an after-school program in place
already), students in Professor Ryan Griffis’s image production class in the School of Art
and Design, and urban planning students from Professor Salo’s class will all contribute to
the documentation of Ms. Rivers’ visit.



Ms. Rivers’ public lecture at Spm on Thursday, October 15, will be part of the CII
Research Series, as well as the Rohlen-funded visiting artist series. The free, public
lecture will be held in Room 62 in the basement of Krannert Art Museum, 500 East
Peabody Drive, Champaign.
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