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Alpha Kappa Alpha officials are aU smiles folluwing the completion of !' 
19,OOO-square-foot addition to its corporate offices, now valued at more than S6 
miUion. Mary Shy Scott, international president (foreground), Eva Evans, first 
vice-president (center), and Alison Harris Alexander, executive director (back), 
were among the AKA officials who hosted an open house for the buillIing earlier 
this month. 
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~! Baseball lroubled; Lf 
": "Baseball has a lot of problems ... there is chaos in 
i.Qaseball, and nobody can deny that. " 

: --Richard Ravitch, baseball's chieflabor negotiator. 
t' 

: "Major league baseball is like a rudderless ship, lurch
%ing aimlessly in heavy seas. There is no commissioner, ., 
~rl.d even when one is fino fly named, the owners will likely 
:/rick someone with only their best interests in mind. " 

--Howard Balzer, Riverfront Times. 

: :While Bobby Bonds made sports headlines, he also 
caused much resentment after he signed a contract 
with the San Francisco Giants that gave him $44 
million for six years--the highest salary in baseball. 
Some disgruntled baseball fans blame Bonds and other 

.. high-priced free agents for, among other things, high 
ticket prices, lost team identity and for the alleged role 
Of these players in damaging the future of the national 

. pastime. As a matter of fact, annual reports show 

. record or near record growth. The signing of a premier 
: free agent may bring substantial financial benefits to 
:an individual team by helping increase advertisi.ng, 
• local broadcast con tracts, fan attendance, parking and . . . 
-concessIOn IOcome. 
: Our disatisfaction with Bonds and many other high
: profile, highly-paid, active professional African-Ameri
"can athletes is their apparent, almost total, self-ab-
sorption; their blank indiffer~nce. and deafening si-
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Sopran os: L. Allen , V. Antimonik, J . A~p, J. Belyea, J Belyea, B. Berry, J. Bluunt, F. Brown, H. Carper, M . C1uk, e. Cuvey, S. Deusch. J Dilbv"u. 
V. Dillavou, J. Donaldsun, E. Dowling, D. Dusenberry , 13. DWIght. E. Faust. e. Gem,", D. Gdbn, F. Cuurley, G. GOold, V. Go,)d , F. Gov, D. H,gen, 
J. Holt, B. Hood, P. H"over, 13. Hull, M. Ivers, 13. J acksun, A. Kempers. G. L3It,I, . L. 1\l>do"" V. 1\llrconl, 1\1. Mayed" Mrs. T. hlerlo, M Messner, 
A. Miller, S. Mills, B. Mitchell, J. Pence, V. Player, A. Pryur, 1\1. Ruberts, R . Schrock, P. Schw.lrtz, Il. Schycker, P. Seymuur, C. Sh .. lf, S. Stury, 
F. Stravinsky, R. Uoteed. L. Whit< 

,illos: P. Alden, S. Anderson, e. Bachman, N. Barrow. e. Brnckmeier, B. Bunn, D. Cender , B. Chrysler, N. C1,ypool, R. Clore, E. Dempsey, F. Dunn, 
L. Dusenberry, N. Dyck, 1\1. Felton, V. Finder, e. Finifrock, E. Finney, D. Gemberling. 1\1. L. Hcdgcock, A . H enley. L. Johnsun, E. 'Innes, e. Kirk, 
A. Kuger, J. Lokke, E. 1\lltthews, E. Miller, E. Morton, P. Mueller, N . Murvin, I .. P"ker, G. Petersen. R. Pifer, O. Purvis, L. Ro >c, V. S"gent, 
R. Sheehan, P. Sherman, E. Shurtleff, J. Thomas, fl. Tranklc, H . Winfield , l.. Wolfe, J . Wuuds 

Twors: J . Albertson, J. Allen, R. Cays, M. Crossland, I.. Davidsnn, e. Drumheller, D. Eller, O. Erlewinc, J . I'u lton, D. Goff, E. Gnod , H. Heggemeier. 
H . John~on, J. Keys , K. Klockau, I. Kosin ski, D. Pearce, S. Rahn , W. R«ses. H. Sai lnr, D. Schuenrock, I. Simon, J. Smith , S. Spicgcelnl.ln, D. 
SurOWIec, E. Swadley, R. Wade, O . Wolfe 

Bass,,: T. Bell, D. Uergstrom, J. norn, H. Brearley, W. Burnell, D. Culeman, B. Collins, J . Decker. C. D1ie""i"ch, R . Edw"ds, R . Evans, S. Frank, D. 
Grace, D. Groves, E. H oltman, E. Hugghins, I. Iben, R. Kidder , D. Lint .. n. R. Mad .e,)d, P. i\kKettrick , '· !thews. D . 1\lehlenhacher, T. 1\lor):an, 
N. Owen . H . P:ldgitt, H. P:lrmenter, 1. Pavlin, C. R.lJkl', B. R:lnkin, C. RhuJc), \X'. Rirh:trds . J. RIl , 'pi lit: , J. Thnm:lIl, H. Tholnl'StHl, 
S. \Xfarshau sky, J. Williams, R. Woud 

~1 rr{JlllpfllJiJl: B. Plrks 

Oratorio Society 

Universit Chorus 
S. pranos: L Allen, E. Atkin, ,. Brown, P. Cavan. e. Davis, B. DwightkM .. Erdman, J . G,)Cpfelt,.M. G .. t 

Hood, J. Hudson, L. Innes , I.. J ohnson, M. Jones, L. KaISer, A. Mac Clllte, 1\1. M,yeda, 1\lrs . I . Mell ." 
n. J. Grieger, C H.dl. M . llcischmidt . B. 

I. 1\icssner, e. Nelson, 1\1. Rtlberts, B. Sikes, 
. H. Steinberg, S. Swank, B. \'(fork, B. Yankwich 
AlIos: A. Ball, M. Barlow, M. Block, B . Buford, B. Bunn, R. Butler, R . Calimese. J . Dehm, M. Felton . E. Finney, M. Fisher, V. Fishe r, D. Gemberling, 

e. Gerdes , R. Hagen, R. Harroun , H. Hayes, H. Hines , E. Hones, F. KalTel, D. l.utchka, D. McCrimmon, P. McGce, L. 1\lerzian. J. f-loHell. E. 
Morton, P. Norton, S. Payne, E. Rout , B. W'ehrly, U. Weise, G. Williams 

Ttllors: J. Albertson, W. Anderson, G. Belfi, D. Brichford, R. Butler, \'(f. Carter, e. Clauser, J. Coui llard , H. Goldm,n, H . Gregor. H. J aco""witz, M. 
Johnson, J. Menz, A. MIchal, E. Richman, H. Roderick, I. Simmon, G . Swartz, E. Warrick 

Bnsses: L. Atkin, L. Borok, R. Brown, G. Churuki.n, R . Crider, S. Dillavou, F. Fechtner, F. Fishman, R . Garcia, J. Glasson. T. Gordon, R. Hansberger, 
] . Hartman, T. Holloway, R. Hybert, J. Iben. B. Keesal , E. Kidera, C. Krumhardt, L I.effers, P. McK ittrick, H. Miller, J . Neal, D. Pennington, H. 
Pratt, B. Ramsey, J. Ranson, K. Ricks, T. Ross, P. Smith, R. Smith, B. Slobel, J. Strong, W. UmAeet, E. \Veise, H. Williams, P. Yankwich 

ArromptllliJt: P. 1-.1cKittrick 
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HONOR CHARTER MEMBERS. Four 
charter membera of the local Alpha 
Kappa Alpha alumnae chapter. Ep-

,ulon Epsilon Omega. were honored 
e.t the F ounden Day celebration of the. 
\,rority in the Champaign HoliClay 
"" At far right is the Central Reiion .:

'\ 

fIIeW.-oeu!te by Robert K. O'Denle1l 

presidc;nt. Mrs. David Haley. St. LouiB. 
Mo. With her are the charter mem
berll. from left. Mrs. Cecil Pope, 
Champaign: Mn. Wilbur H. J ohnlOD, 
Decatur; and Mrs. Paul BrightweU and 
Mill Helen Hitle. both of Urbana. 



SO-YEAR MEMBERS. Members of Alpha Kappa Alpha SororitY: E:silon Epsilon 
Omega, with 50 or more years of active membership were honored I a tea in the 
home of Ratricia Lewis, 2904 W. Daniel St., C, . president of the alulI1ae chapter. 
Pictured left to right are Alice Lee Pope, Helen Johnson ' Hite ancBemice Lee 
Brightwell. All are ch~rter members of the Epsilon Epsilon Omega, Chpter . 

. 
3 Charter Meetings Slated 
Members '. 
Hon~rea 

Alice Pope. 
and Bernice Brightwell, 
SO-year members of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority. Ep
silon Epsilon Omega, were 
honored at a tea in the 
home of Patricia Lewis. 
2904 W. Daniel St .• C. pres
ident. of the alumnae chap-
ter. . 

The three women .are 
charter members of the 
Epsilon Epsilon Omega 
chapter. 

The tea was fOllowe'd by 
a business "meeting. to 
finalize plans for a scho
larship dinner dance Sept. 
30 in the Round Barn Ban
quet Center. , 

Members of the dance 
committee are Henrine 
Casey, chairman, Helestine 
Session. Maudie Edwards. 
Linda Knight and Garnetta 
Brown. 

Tickets may be purch
ased from any sorority 
member. 



GAM-fA OIAPI'ER, AI..aIA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY - UNIVERSITY OF II.J..IIDIS 1915 
First Row: Felicia Stevens, Frankie Woods, Hazel Alexander 
Second Row: Mabel Gaines, Helen Stevens, Ivorine McAllister, Dawn Casey 
Third Row: Mary Gaines, Selma Beck, Edith Stevens, Miriam Curtis, Emma Ballenger 
(Photo taken in front of the first AKA House on Main Street in Urbana, Illinois) 
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SUMMER, 1996 

Theta Omega Chapter Volume I, No.7 

BASILEUS' MESSAGE 

Greetings Sorors, 

1 hope that each of you are enjoying your summer 
and that you are enjoying it in good health. 

Even though we are in recess, there are many 
exciting events that are still occurring during the Summer 
months. Many of us have just returned from the Boule 
and had a wonderful time. More details are provided in 
the Boule Update section of this newsletter. We are, 
now, looking forward to the kickoff party for AKArama 
'96. Please mark your calendars for August 1. Details of 
that event are also provided in the newsletter. 

Enjoy the rest of your summer, and 1 look forward to 
seeing you at the September Chapter meeting! 

Sisterly, 

~~ 
Drema Lee Woldman 
Basileus, Theta Omega 
President, AKArama Foundation 

----_ ..... _----

LAUGHTER IS THE BEST MEDICINE 

A man hoarded his money all of his life, and after his 
death he left his three closest friends $30,000 each; 
however, there was a condition. He wanted each of his 
friends to throw the money into his grave so that he 
"could take it with me." 

The first friend, a minister, tossed $20,000 into the 
grave while confessing that he spent $10,000 having the 
church organ repaired. The second, a doctor, said, "I 
must confess that 1 spent $20,000 of the money on a new 
x-ray machine, but here's the other $10,000." The third, 
a lawyer, glared at the other two and announced, "Shame 
on both of you. I'll cover your mistakes" as he took the 
cash out of the casket and replaced it with a personal 
check for the entire $90,000. 

AKArama Foundation 
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THETA OMEGA CHAPTER NEWS 

REMINDERS 
The second installment of the Boule assessment was 
due June 1 in the amount of $62.50. 
The 63rd Regional Conference assessment was due 
on June 1 in the amount of $30.00. 

" 1 -
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Congratulations to Soror(s): 
• Patricia Washington who became the 

Foster/Adopted parent of 13 year old Gordon Scott; 
• Anna M. Horn who was promoted to Loan Specialist 

in HUD's Quality Assurance Division; 
• Dorretta Evans Parker who was elected as the 

~
airman of the Chicago District of the NASW; 

• Elizabeth Butler whose Elizabeth Butler Award was 
presented at a recent School of Social Service 
Administration Alumni Dinner and Annual Meeting; 

• Vynessa Alexander Williams who was awarded the 
Chief Executive Officer's Eagle Pin by Bank of 
America. This is the highest award given at the 
bank; and 

• Carol Gearring who has been appointed principal of 
Hendricks School. 

Condolences to: 
• Sorors Jerri Nichols-Scott and Obyrietta Scott

Benson upon the death of their brother and uncle 
respectively , James Nichols; and 

• Soror Marva Lee upon the death of her brother , 
Willie Hardy. 

WELCOME!!! 
Reinstatements: 

L. Lucille Smith - Theta Omega 

Transfers in: 
Traci Adams - Beta 

THE TEA ROSE HALL OF PRAISE 
Bunches of roses and love to Sorors: 

-

• Erika Lee for planning and executing a wonderful 
.Chapter party at the Boule; 

• Barbara LaFoe, Daisy Dailey, Anna M. Horn, 
Cathyne Russell, Josephine H. Perry, Audrey 
Cooper-Stanton, Deborah Underwood, Doris 
Powell, Constance Turner, Erika Lee, and Elaine 
Singh in addition to the Basileus who were your 
delegates at the Boule in Baltimore, and the alternates, 
Sorors Lillian Jordan, Dorretta Evans Parker, 
Dolores Tolliver and Barbara McKinzie, who 
performed their duties admirably; 

• Cheryl Brooks for preparing the participation booklet; 
• Bea Murphy and Doris Baxter for planning and 

executing a lovely Tribute to Soror Irma Clarke; and 
• Mary Brock for her remembrances of Soror Irma at 

the luncheon. 
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"A SOROR YOU SHOULD KNOW" 

SOROR ELIZABETH BUTLER (she prefers to be called "Betty") is a golden Soror who was 
initiated in Alpha Chapter in the Spring of 1940 at Howard University. She reactivated in Theta 
Omega in 1988. 

Soror Betty began her career in social work in health care settings in Chicago Provident 
_ Hospjtal. Cook .Count Hospital and at the Universit of CllicaQo Clinics. In 1959~sbf' was invited 

to become a member of the faculty at the School of Social Service Administration . As a part of 
the clinical social work faculty , she was a fieldwork instructor assigned to teach students at Chil
dren's Memorial Hospital. She developed a program for students there and was instrumental in 
developing a cadre of staff social workers who joined in the educational program ... 

During her period at the University, Soror Betty was active in professional social work 
organizations, on a variety of faculty committees and involved in providing special services to minor
ity students. Prior to her retirement in late 1983, she was chairman of the ad hoc committee on stu
dent recruitment. As a result of the committee's study and recommendations, the school developed 
new marketing strategies to attract a wider range of students and hired staff to implement the com
mittee's recommendations. 

After retirement, Soror Betty became a member of the Alumni Board of the School of Ser
vice Administration . She became the chairman of its Recruitment Committee with special attention to 
the recruitment of minority students to the University. Because of her work on the Alumni Board 
and of her contributions to the education of students in field work, an Alumni Award was established 
in 1993 in her name, the Elizabeth Butler Award . This award is given biennially to recent graduates 
who are making exceptional contributions to the field of professional social work. The next Elizabeth 
Butler Award will be given in June 1996. 

Soror Betty's Theta Omega activities have been on sub-committees of the TOCS Commit
tee. In addition, she has served on the History and Exhibit Committee. During the years 1994 and 
1995, she has been chairman of the Memorial Service Committee. The committee has developed a 
protocol for conducting Ivy Beyond the Wall ceremonies and has begun a Chapter Registry for all 
Theta Omega sorors. 

Soror Betty has been an active member at the Church of the Good Shepherd since 1953. 
She has served on a number of major Boards and Committees during this time. She is also a mem
ber of the Women's Board at the University. Soror Betty serves on the Visiting Committee of the 
University's School of Social Service Administration and on the University-Schools Visiting Commit
tee. 

Soror Betty's hobbies include photography, eggery and genealogy. She was the proud winner 
of the first Thelma Wheaton Award from the Afro-American Genealogy and Historical Society. She 
has been married for thirty-nine years to a retired musician and postal worker, Roy Butler. They 
have no children; however, Soror Betty is aunt to numerous nieces and nephews through three gene
rations and the unofficial historian of her extended family. 



SO-YEAR MEMBERS. Members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, £:silon Epsil( 
Omega, with 50 or more years of active membership were honored , a tea in tt 
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Alice Pope, Helen Hite 
and Bernice Brightwell, 
SO-year members of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Ep· 
silon Epsilon · Omega, were 
honored at' a tea in the 
home of Patricia Lewis, 
2904 W. Daniel St., C, pres
ident· of the alumnae chap-
ter. . 

I 

The three women .are 
charter members of the 
Epsilon Epsilon Omega 
chapter. .. 

The tea was followed by 
a business meeting. to 
finalize plans for a scho
larship dinner dance Sept. 
30 in the Round Barn Ban
quet Center . . 

Members ot" the dance 
committee are Henrine 
Casey, chairman, Helestine 
Session, Maudie Edwards, 
Linda Knight and Garnetta 
Brown. 

Tickets may be purch
ased from any sorority 
member. 
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AKA Sorority Holds 60th National Convention In 
Orlando; Linda White Installed As New President 

Some 10,000 members of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) 
Sorority recently gathered in 
Orlando, FL, for the organi
zation's 60th national con
vention. 

convention continued its 
tradition of inducting noted 
honorary sorors. This year's 
inductees were Suzanne de 
Passe, chair and CEO of de 
Passe Entertainment; Nichelle 
Nichols, actress; Chamique 
Holdsclaw, WNBA All-Star; 

AKA International Presi
dent Norma Solomon White 
presided at the conference 
which concluded her four

L-_..../.l-..;;..--L.---I Vonetta Flowers, Olympic 
Linda M. White 

year term as president and saw the 
installation of the sorority's new 
international president, Linda Marie 
White. 

White's ascent to the presidency is 
the highpoint of her 35 years as an 
AKA soror. She pledged the Alpha Pi 
undergraduate chapter at Atlanta's 
Clark College in 1960. 

Upon graduation as a political sci
ence major, she returned to her native 
Chicago where she earned a master's 
degree in political science at the Uni
versity of Chicago and joined the local 
Theta Omega graduate chapter. 
There she served as president and lat
er assun1ed regional and national 
leadership roles. 

In 1994 she was elected interna-
tional secretary and in 1998 she suc
cessfully ran for president-elect. 

White formerly served as Northern 
Ohio Area Director for the Social Secu-
rity Administration where she man
aged a budget of$9 billion and direct
ed 29 Social Security offices. She re
cently retired from the post, ending 
more than 35 years of service there. 

In addition to installing White, the 

gold medalist; Iyanla Van-
zant, author and motivational speak
er; Gayleatha B. Brown, consul gen
eral-deputy general of the US.-Stras
bourg, France; Johnnie Rebecca Carr, 
civil rights activist; Valada S. Flew
ellyn, storyteller and poet; and the 
Honorable Lois Perinchief, entrepre
neur and first Black female mayor of 
Bermuda. 

Speakers during the week-long 
conference included noted minister 
and educator the Rev. Michael Eric 
Dyson, US. Secretary of Education 
Rod Paige, author and motivational 
speakers PatIicia Russell-McCloud 
and newly inducted honorary soror 
Iyanla Vanzant. 

Other highlights of the convention 
were the public meeting during which 
the sorority donated over $300,000 
among the United Negro College 
Fund; National Council of Negro 
Women, The Martin Luther King 
Monument, International Foundation 
for Education and Self-Help and the 
Mary McLeod Bethune Bronze Stat
ue Project. 

AKA also presented its Trailblaz
er Awards to actor Danny Glover, 

Florida state Sen. Betty S. Holzendorf, 
Florida state Rep. Frederica S. Wil
son, Radio One Chair and Founder 
Catherine L. Hughes and National 
Council of Negro Women President 
Dr. Dorothy Height. 

During the convention's Diamond, 
Golden and Silver Star luncheon, 
longtime sorors were honored. Inter
national President Norma Solomon 
White and International Parliamen
tarian Lucille Piggott, were both cited 
for 50 years of service to the sorority. 

And at the convention's plenary 
session, US. Education Secretary Rod 
Paige appeared for the announcement 

thatAKAjoined into partnership with 
several civic and professional groups 
and the US. Department ofEducation 
to boost academic achievement, 
through the Leave No Child Behind 
partnership, which involves ten cities 
hosting demonstration projects to 
raise awareness about academic 
achievement and connect children in 
need with social and skill services. 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, found
ed in 1908, is an international public 
service organization of 170,000 women 
in more than 900 chapters in the U.S. 
West Africa, The Bahamas, the Virgin 
Islands, Europe, Japan and Korea. 

... Following honorary induction ceremony, inductees are joined by sister sorors (front row, l-I) 
inductees Lois Perinchief, Nichelle Nichols, Suzanne dePasse, incoming International Presi
dent Linda White, outgoing International President Dr. Norma Solomon White, inductees 
Iyanla Vanzant, Valada S. Flewellyn and Johnnie Rebecca Carr, (standing, lor) Honorary 
Members and Awards Committee members Johnetta Randolph Haley, Bella Parker, Staci R. 
Collins, Dr. Ma/y Shy Scott (committee chair), Janice Taylor and Daria Ibn Tamas. 
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-;:';" Tt"!e EpsiI9n . Ep~ilon . o.mega . Chapter of AI.pba Kappa ~Ip.ha .S~HorilY I:leld. a scholarship 
ben.et,it' dance to .benefit .the .United Negro College Fund : ' Proc~eds wHI al.so be used . to 

I· :award ' :t~r~e l,Dcal scholarship~~. La~t :yeC;lr the group .:cortributed $1,000 to the: 4ni ted 
...... Negro ;.qol.lege Fund. Members standing left to right are Henrine Casey,. Halestine 
r:; S~.~~i~~! ~audie Edward~; Be~e.rl~ .~end~iCk$a~d Gloria Hendri~:~~·;. ':: : .' : .' . 

\ ~ . " ' :." ~~~""''''''''''T''''*''.''''''' ''''-;'''''~'~''':_)..~ N-.r'':''' '''''~::':''~-~/'''''' ''~~ '-'' ,~- - .... .-;.._..:... _, ~ " ........ ". . . . "'. 
( t:,. I (, I , 



E"t.lli!iveJly MiSs 'i~ie Jackson, daughter of M);. anL-Mrs . 
• ..".......". •. --- LaWe\.$lteetj • reCehtly reigned as crowned queen of 

Gras at the Unl\t:ersity _of Dllnois, Febru3il'y 14. 
"Jackson is a ;r&duate of .Danvft1e High School.an«\'is 

M1@!~.n at the U~verslty of Illinois. During her four ye':"s at 
SchOOl she particIpated in the Phyllis Wh'eat1ejr. Girls' 

usocl.atlon, Maroon " and White staff aDd was a m~b~. 
curricular aotivities. 



. ... 
'picture, of tJ1e pa

tlieA. · K. . A. SoMety of · 
who entertained Marian 

her' 'visit to that city 
ago. Standing L. to R. 

F:J~ Jordan, Miss C<izetta I 

.Mrs:' H. J . W.ells, Miss I 

"Mrs'. Anna Watson, 
· .. ~"). ·=CI.U Hines, Mrs : L . nurshcy, 

. Smith, and MrE. Sal'ah 
Slitting,' L. to R.: Mrs. A. 

·Lee/ 'Mrs. · Oa:rrie Nelson. Mrs. 
Horte~on, MTS. ~ Carrie McLin, 
Mrs. Pearl Minor. The picture 
taken 'in the Sorority Buildtng 

1301 W. Stoughton St. Urbllna . 
. _-... - .... -




