c-UDays |
to be held \°
in August~

By The News-Gazette

. CHAMPAIGN — Champaign-
Urbana Days, billed by the
Champaign Park District as one
of the largest African-American
&vents in the county, willbe held |
Aug. 9 through 11 at Douglass
Park.

' This year’s activities will
include a barbecue cook-off,
youth games, a bounce house,
carnival rides and a basketball
tournament. Also included is a
car show and a talent and fash-
ion show. Vendors from around
the area will offer their wares.

* The final day will feature a
senior luncheon, along with a
gospel fest showcasing local
choirs, the park district has
announced.

: Two other events are being
held in conjunction with Cham-
paign-Urbana Days: ‘

: — The Urban League of
Champaign’s “March for
Achievement” parade.

— The first “All Classes
Reunion” designed to bring
together black alumni from
Champaign Central High School,
Champaign Centennial High
School, Urbana High School and
University Laboratory High
School from the years 1927 to
1997.

. For questions about Cham-
paign-Urbana Days, please call
Rasul Mowatt at 398-2573.
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Soggy cleanup = - oo qfield ~
Henty Walker of Champaign ‘cleans up following a rained-out fe'stiv'af in Champaign’s"

Doyglass Park, He volunteered his services Saturday afternoon. Warmer, dr
er is forecast for today, with the high~reaching_thé mid-80s. ‘ -
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Park district swears in

- B

o

- two new commissioners

By ALDEN LOURY
News-Gazette Staff Writer
CHAMPAIGN — The Cham-
paign Park District board has
seen few changes in 85 years,
but it looks much different than
it did just a decade ago.
" The board added two new
commissioners Wednesday
night, including only its second
black commissioner.
Qﬁ Newly elected commissioners
> Jim Barham and Alvin Griggs

were sworn in during a special |

serve six-year terms.
Only 32 commissioners have
Y served on the board since its
creation in 1914. But with the
Y\\ddition of Barham and Griggs,
i four of its five members have

?meeting. Park commissioners

been elected this decade.
‘ Morgan Powell was elected in
. 1994 and Midge Wallace in
1991. Newt Dodds is now the
senior board member, having
served since 1976.
Barham and Griggs replace
Gil Brinkmeyer and the late
Don Bresnan who served a com-

bined 48 years. Mr. Bresnan,

who died in March, was first
elected in 1963, and Brinkmey-
er was first elected in 1987.
“Don Bresnan provided a lot
of leadership that got the park
district rolling in the ’60s and

’70s,” said park district General
Manager Bob Toalson. h
Mr. Bresnan also worked to
bring the city’s playground re-
creation department to the park
district, Toalson said. .
Brinkmeyer often served on
the district’s facilities commit-
tee and provided expertise in
land acquisitions, Toalson said.
“I'm very excited and very
honored ... especially in light of
the two (commissioners) that
have recently stepped down and
the wonderful accomplishments
the park district has made (with
them),” said Barham, who runs
his own insurance business.
Barham, a park district vol-
unteer the past seven years,
said he plans on being an “ac-
tive” board member. That in-
cludes continuing his volunteer
efforts at the Taste of Cham-
paign-Urbana, visiting park pro-
grams and talking with staff.
He also wants to make sure
all Champaign kids have access
t k district programs.
Griggs, a retired teacher in
Champaign and Urbana schools
and former director of Cham-
paign County Head Start, be-
comes the board’s first black
park commissioner since Rich-

 ard Davis in 1975.

%I just grew up with an inter-

est in physical education and
recreation. That’s where my
life started out, even as a little

kid. I remember more things in
the park than anything else,”"

said Griggs, recalling many
summers playing baseball, toss-
ing horseshoes, camping and
swimming as a child.

Griggs had stints working for

both the Champaign and Ur-
bana park districts during the
’60s and ’70s.

He said he would like to see
the Champaign Park District do -
more in poorer neighborhoods .

and provide scholarships for
programs that charge fees.

Toalson said deciding what

role the district will play in the
Virginia Theatre’s future, plan-
ning for future parks and deal-
ing with financing under tax
caps will be among challenges
facing new commissioners.
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Both Barham and Griggs said
they could support some role in |
the Virginia Theatre’s future as .
long as it would not burden the

district financially. They said
finding a replacement for Toal-

son, who’s nearing retirement, .

is also an important task.

Also on Wednesday, the board
elected Powell as its new presi-
dent. Wallace was chosen again
as the board’s vice president.




A little help from her friends T

Heather Rose, 10, gets a boost from Janise Rose and Jeff
Taylor, both 11, to reach a tree limb in Champaign’s Douglass
Park. The youths were playing in the park after school Tuesday.
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A little help from her ffiengwsm B

Heather Rose, 10, gets a boost from Janise Rose and Jeff
Taylor, both-11, to reach a tree limb in Champaign’s Douglass
g in the park after school Tuesday




Martezs Grant, 8, center, measures a spoonful of colored san
Also working on creating sand art Monday were An

N

: ) ;w11,yleﬂ, and Larry Smith, 8. They were among participants in a
tione Wallace, ”Cf‘iamgg\lgn Park District-sponsored event at Douglass Park.
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News-Gazette photo by John Dixon

It’s a toss up
Veronica Martin, 6, of Urbana prepares to
toss a water balloon to her partner. She
was participating in the ‘Wacky Olympics’
Wednesday at the day camp program in

Douglass Park in Champaign.

News-Gazette photo by John Dixon

it's a toss up

Veronica Martin, 6, of Urbana prepares to
toss a water balloon to her partner. She
was participating in the ‘Wacky Clympics’
Wednesday at the day camp program in
Douglass Park in Champaign.
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A day of fun

. Lo ] N News-Gazette photos by Robert K. O'Daniei!
| Above, Darrion Brown, 6, takes a swing atthe trict's Preschool Fun Day at Douglas Park in
| ball Friday during the Champaign Park Dis- Champaign.

Celia Rojas, 3,
left, appatently
likes her hot
dog buniess.
She was attend-
ing the
preschool Fun
Day at Douglas
park in Cham-
paign. = The
event featured
stories, games
and food. Sever-
al area day
camps attended
the fun day.




D O U G L A S S Douglass Annex 804 N. Fifth 398-2572
_ Douglass Community Center 512 E. Grove 398-2573

Douglass Branch Library 504 E. Grove 356-4455

| P A R K Eager Beaver Pre-school Program 512 E. Grove 398-2576
| Douglass Concerned Citizens 512 E. Grove 398-2371

Calendar of Events

March

Times for Regular Events:

1999

ACE Mentorship DC M -F 3-5pm

Sat if am- 1 pm
Bingo DA F 1-3 pm
Cheer-Pom Clinic DC T 5:30-7 pm
It’s Tax Time DA T&Th 1-3 pm
Junior Lions (14 - 18 yrs) DC M 5:30-7 pm
Leisure Hour DA w 1-4pm
Lions Practice (19 & up) DC T 7:30 -9 pm

Sat 3-6pm
Lil’ Lions (up to age 13) DC w 5:30 - 7 pm
Open Gym

Adult DC w 7 -9 pm . . .
Family DC Sun 23 pm Special Reminders:
Peacemeal — Make Reservation DA M-F 11:45 am e All of March will be Eager Beaver Parent/Teacher
Senior Bowling Western Bowl T 1:30 pm conference and home visits
Senior Computer Class DA Tew -3 pm *  Free Blood Pressure Checks will be given at Douglass
Senior Game Day DA W 1-3pm
SHARP / DA M-Th 4 -6 pm Annex on March 8th from 1 to 2 pm.
Story Shop DL Th 10 - 10:30 am | ¢ Register now for Summer 1999 Douglass Day Camp
Weightroom DC By Appointment * Look for the Urban League’s Annual Dinner in April
* Teen Party on April 17
* In Search of an Egg Easter Egg Hunt on April 3
\ e Garden Plots are available in Douglass Park April 5
Key to Locations: ¢ Grandparent/Grandchild Spring Break Park Tour on April 6
DA - Douglass Annex P . pring P
DC - Douglass Community Center * Barnyard Banter on April 6
DL - Douglass Library o Barnyard Petting Zoo on April 10
EB - Eager Beavers Pre-school _ | = Senior Trip — Nashville/Memphis - Aug. 27-31 Cost: $462
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4 5 6

1
DC School’s Out Fun Day
7:30 am ~ 5:30 pm Ghana, Africa under

Kwame Nkrumah gains

British sign peace treaty
with Maroons in Jamaica
in 1739

Howard University
founded in 1867,
Washington D. C.

Zensi Miriam Makeba
“Empress of African Song”
born in 1932

Cripus Attucks dies for
American Independence

formally denies rights
citizenship to Africans b
in the U.S,, 1857

onstrators attacked by
in Selma, Alabama,

_ 8
EB  Parent Meeting
5:4¢

rules that

14

onstration in 1960

Civil Rights march from
Selma to Montgomery,
Alabama, 1965

Walter Rodney, Author
and Historian, born in
1942

DC ACE at Shateland

g

L
J. E. Matzeliger invents
shoe lasting machine,
patented 1883

3 !
inventor, 1s awarded
patent for fire extinguisher
in 1872

29

Alice Parker, scientist,
invented the Gas Heater
Furnace in 1919

30

15th Amendment
guarantees African
Americans the right to
vote, ratified 1870

Republic of New Africa
organization is founded in
Detroit, 1968

_
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B Medicaid reduction forcing hospi-

tals to make tough cuts, B-2.
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“Illinois needs to make good on its
bills,” the Republican governor said
in a statement. “Many vendors find
themselves in a crunch because of a
delay in payments from thé state.”

Ryan and lawmakers, after months

of argument, decided to fill a gaping °

budget deficit by raising some taxes
and cutting most state sérvices, some
deeply.

'Two prisons are scheduled to close
in-the fiscal year beginning Monday,
as are a mental facility and ahome for

.

1

the developmentally disabled. Around
7,000 state jobs will be cut through

layoffs early retirement and attri- -

tion. Schools will get less money, as
will hospitals and nursing homes.

 Hospitals, nursing homes and phar-
macies already are suffering from

the state’s financial ‘problems. A

shortage of cash has left the state

.unable to pay its bills on time, creat-

ing a backlog of $1.2 billion.

Many businesses have had to wait
months for their money. Some have
laid off employees, borrowed money
to keéep going or started turning away
Medicaid pat1ents.

The state’s financial officers have
agreed to borrow $1 billion next
month and repay it by setting aside a
little money throughout the coming
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Health fair

By The News-Gazette

- CHAMPAIGN — The local
group SisterNet — addressing
what its director calls g health
crisis in the black community
— will stage its fifth annual
health fair Saturday at Dou-
glass Park and the complex of
buildings there. .

Soul Strut 2002, a walk for all
fitness levels, ages and races,
will kick things off at 8 a.m.,
said Imani Bazzell, founder and
director of SisterNet, a black
women’s health network.

A continental breakfast
comes next, then health screen-
ings and various workshops,
Bazzell said. The event is held
as part of National Black
Health and Fitness Month, |

The fair, this year called “Get
With the Program,” will focus
on mainstream and alternative
therapies and practices related
to fitness, disease awareness
and prevention, nutrition and
reproductive health, Bazzell

o5l igle 2z

set at Douglass Park

said.  Workshop subjects_
include yoga, progressive

relaxation, chiropractic screen-

ings, menopause, and exercis-

ing to salsa music, among

others. )

Another part of the fair will
be taste testing of low-fat soul
food, with recipes and nutri-
tional counseling available.
Creole food will be featured
this year. ' .

The health screenings — to
be conducted by the health
department in the Douglass
Branch Library — will include a
blood pressure check as well as
cholesterol and glucose tests,
Bazzell said. :

“Our idea is to have women
get screenings, then check out
providers to see how,. say,
acupuncture, homeopathy, chi-
ropractic, body work, Soy prod-
ucts or -exercise could
complement their efforts to
address health problems,” she
said.

Weather permitting, some
activities will be outside in the
park. A new addition to the
event this year is a children’s
health fair, to be held at Dou-
glass Center.

The main health fair is
designed mainly for women,
but everyone is welcome.

“We target women because
they are the caretakers of the
family,” Bazzell said. “I1f
women adopt healthier
lifestyles, it would have an
impact on the whole family.”

The Parkland Office of
Women’s Programs and Ser-

‘vices is a co-sponsor of the

event. _
There is no cost for any of the
activities, Bazzell said, and par-

ticipants in Soul Strut 2002 get

a free T-shirt.

The fair ends by 1 p.m. “We
always tell people there’s no
reason not to come. You've got
the rest of the day,” Bazzell

_ said.

Free
sdreening tests; healthy soul food
recipes; workshops on martial arts,
relaxation and yoga; Douglass Park,
Center and Branch Library, Cham-
paign; 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

B SisterNet Health Fair:




DOUGLASS DAY IN THE PARK




Douglass Concerned Citizens for a Better Neighborhood
will host the second Neighborhood Improvement Program (NIP)

Community Meeting
March 9th, 10-11:30 a.m.

At Pilgrim Baptist Church, 1310 N.

R e Mt e e T T R AT R At 14

=

AGENDA
Residents in Champaign’s Planning Area 2 will:

ASSESS DOUGLASS AREA STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES (FROM
CITIZEN PHOTOS AND OTHER INPUT)

BRAINSTORM POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS TO ISSUES RAISED

SOLICIT VOLUNTEERS FOR DOUGLASS PLANNING AREA
COMMITTEE TO GUIDE N.IP. ACTIONS

Introduce The Neighborhood |
provement Project - with.c:

* Resident fieldwork with
Cameras

* Building the Douglass * Organize City Council and
Concerned Citizens for a Better | action Planning Commission
Neighborhood group Sl : e presentations

* Resident fieldwork with i* Set goals and objectivesfor: - - - *Evaluate plan and planning
cameras ‘the Neighborh . " process for i .

For more information, NIP is Co-Sponsored by:
please contact: MABLE 7 3 Douglass Concerned Citizens for
THOMAS, Coordinator, 2 ' a Better Neighborhood (CCBN),
Neighborhood Services Neighborhood Services
Department, City of Department, City of Champaign,
Champaign. 102 N. Neil and the Department of Urban and
351-4427 : : : ®  Regional Planning, University of
Neighborhood Improvement Program Illinois
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Peace Stone members raise their flag in a vowto at Douglass Center in May 1969. ‘Gang member-
unify Champaign’s black gangs. outside’ a meeting . ship had grown in importance to local black youths.
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King

role for the king in drafting the
foundation for a new peace.

Zaher.Shah returned to open
the loya Jjirga— a grand national
council of tribal elders and other
representatives — that will
choose a new transitional gov-
ernment in June.

“I want to serve the people of

; Afghanistan,” Zaher Shah said

on Kabul television Thursday.

Many Afghans sée Zaher Shah
as a powerful symbol in
Afg_hanistan because he reigned
during the country’s last stretch
of peace.

(t)‘illllel_'s re;te;nt him for sitting
out their suffering i -
fort of Rome. § 1n the com

Either way, it was clear Fri
that the former king WasnI:‘:‘ ;Ci'aey
Borad for the devastation.

A3,
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Douglass town hall meeting to continue

By The News-Gazette "u il iD ?_Eormer branch manager who

CHAMPAIGN - Area resi-
dents are encouraged to help
“build a common vision” for
the Douglass Branch Library
on Thursday.

The second installment of
the town hall meeting will be
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday,
following the regular board
meeting, which starts at 6
p.m. at the branch, 504 E.
Grove St., C.

The future and mission of
the branch were originally
topics for discussion during
the town hall meeting in Feb-
ruary, but discussion focused
solely on Charles Moore, the

was fired in December’.

The Moore part of the Dou-
glass branch debate is closed,
after library board members
voted 8-1 last month not to
offer Moore his job back.
Michael La Due, who also
serves on the city council,
was the only library board
member who wanted Moore
to be reinstated.

Moore, of Gary, Ind., was
hired after a two-year search
and was let go before his six-
month probation period was
up. Library administrators
cited performance-based
issues as the main reason for

P

the firing.

Moore’s departure prompt-
ed a large turnout at Janu-
ary’s board meeting, where
local civil rights leaders and
members of the black com-
munity demanded answers
and another chance for
Moore.

That meeting also brought
to light several issues at the
branch, from what purpose
the branch serves to the types
of books in its collection. |

Essie Harris continues to
serve as the interim branch
manager until a search is con-
ducted for Moore’s replace- |
ment. ‘ '







HWONEY CONTRIBUTED FOR THE
NEW GHDUNITY CENTER
NEMES
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCER.i$

This is to certify that Mm}/s/}/@ r{y /&’rﬁae L/mﬂc/dn
M .
Mss
or Members of his or her team
< Mre. _
Miss Has been duly authorized by

Mayor James Dy Flynn, of the Clty Champaign, Mayor George F.
Hurd of the City of Urbana, and the Douglas Park Recreaticn
Erea Council, to solicit Fundss With which to build a commun.-
ity Genter, so that we will have adequate facllitles for rec-
reation, meetings Tic. for the Negre Citizens ¢f our Commun’'-
~YOUR CONTRIBUTION WILL BE GRFEATLY APPRECIATE®

+M,Scott, Prese
3 ~ Pouglas Park Erea Council
v o f ‘ ’ ¥Mrs. cdella wesley, Secretary

Ray E. Hines, :
Chairman Campraign Commlttee
: . Mrs. Edna#Blffey, Secretary
o * s pr. Harry D. Ellis, Treasurer

THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS ENDORSE THE DRIVE AND URDE THE
SUPPORT OF THE ENTIRE COMMUNITIY.

~ Ministerlal Alllance

Magonic Lodge

University Lodge &f Elks -
American. Legion, William F. Earnest Post # 559
NeAslheGsPo . o

- Order’ef Eastern Star ' F
- Daughter Elks

Women's Home Econonic Clube

American Legion Auxillary

Douglas Civie League

Lawhead PeTeAe

Willard P.T.A.

Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity . A
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority . _ -
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity | i

Ve




CITY ©F CHAMPAIGN

State of IIIincls

James B. Flynn, Mayor

February
1th
1942

TO WHOM IT MAY CCNCERN:

The Iouglas Tark Council ié.engeavor~
ing to raise sufficient funds to build 8 cemmunl-
ty center near Douélas Park in Champaign for
recreational use.

In my orinion this i1s a worthy cause

and dne which deserves the suprort of the communi-

ty.

Very Truly Yours,

J %W

Jamen T Fly n, Mayoer




OFFICE OF THE MAYCR
City #f¢ Urbana
. IIIinois
George F. Hurd

Mayer ;
February 12, 1942

TQ WHOM IT MAY CONCERN3:

The Douglas Park Recreation Councli are en-
deavoring to raise funds for a Community Center
to be built between Wright a§d Sixth Btreet in
Champaign. | ) ’

There is an urgent nead for this tyﬁe or
preject, and I personally feel that it 1s a worthy

cause.

Sincerely Yaurs,®

ey

Georgeg/ F» Hurd
Mayor

GFH:!D



The present recreation facilities are are inadequate and
greatly hamper our Community Recreational Program,

Soms one may ask, Why a recreation rrogram ? To this we-
answer that supervised recreation has been almecst Uni-
versally adopted for several reascns:

}-Decrease in Child Pelinquenay.

2-Teach the people to make betier use of their leasure time.

3-To discever hidden talent, and help. édevelop that talent.

4_To reach democratic ldeas, sportemanship, good citizen-
ship, health and many other things that have been found
very beneficial to our youth.

Supsrvised recreation was started in Champaign-Urbana, Nove
1fth. 1935, and was sponsored by the Federal Government
untll June 1939. At that time 1t become a tax support pro-
gram, having been submitted to a refreendcm of the wvoters
The first Center wag located at 503 E. Washington, St.
facilitles weroc inadequate and as a consequence, re-
creational rarticipation limited.

Later 1t moved to Willard Bchool as a temporary location.

Then later it was moved to Lawhead School for the even-

ing program. Facilities were again inadequate and par-
“ticipation again limited.

Recreation was next moved to Douglas Center and remained
there until a notice was received that they must move by
Oct. 7th as the place had been sold. So at the meeting wa
not only decided to help by allowing them to use the bulld-
ings now accupied to carry on a skeleton programm we de-
termined then and there that we would build a commmaty
Center that would meet our future needs.

We have planned to build a Center with a swimming pool,
Gymnasium, Club rocoms, offices, Stage, Showers and all
other facillities that a Clty of our size and caliber
should have.

-Qur campaign plans are to ralse our share of the money,

(¥8 hope to raise anywhere frem |- 1,508 to z 2,009) In

order to do this we're going to ask every Negro in our
Community(young and old) to contribute to this great cause.

We sincerely hope that your interest in this matter will:
beccme the same as ours and that you will work with us to
the finishe.
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OPTINISTS'SET
SEO00 IRNE

Champaign - Urbana Optimists
have -set November 15 as their
goal for completion of an’ $8,000
fund-raising drive for the clul’s ini-
tial philanthropic project.’

4} " The money will be used to pur-
chase a residence property on fhe
northeast side where Mrs. Frances
Nelson may supervise the care of
from 12 to 14 underprivileged  col-
ored children. o )

Report on progress of the fund-

raising was made at the first fall

meeting of the Optimist club held

Monday night at the Urbana-Lin-
coln hotel.

About $4,000 in.cash and pledges
. have been recdived thus far, rep-
resenting contributions of Cham-
paign-Urbana church and mission
: groups, retail and industrial busi-
A nesses, lodges, veterans’ organiza-
¥ tions and- numerous individuals,
Jack %‘cp-reported for the com-
§ mittee eading the campaign.

4 Many contributions of $100 or

# more each have been received, and

il club leaders have decided to jtensi-

‘4 fy the drive during the next two

4 months so that the project may get

‘} under way before the first of next

i§ year., -

" Reverend Herbert L. Miller,
" ehairman of the committee for the

q special project, reported excellent

cooperation from missionary socie-

ties of a number of local churches.

A number of societies have not yet

1 contributed, but- have indicated
thelr intention of doing so, he said.

nterest .of the colored citizens
of the community in the project,
and explanation of how the home
would be set up and function, were

I explained by James Henderson and

Charles Phillips, special guests at

R

* HUSBAND

the meeting,
Henderson and Phillips are mem-

ASSAULT A
3-WAY ROW

1. Roggie White, 30, 510 Bast Tre-
imont street, and Edward Brown,
31, 507 East Tremaont street, both
colored, were held in the county|l’
jail Tuesday on assault and battery
charges preferred by Albertaj.
Brown, also colored, 714 North Ash
street.

Miss Brown, who police said is
lnot related to Edward Brown,|;
{charged the two men with beating|
;'her up north of Champaign Mon-
|day night. She was unconscious
when police sent her to Burnhamj !
city hospital in an' ambulance, but
she was able to leave after treat-!
ment for a fractured cheek bone;
and broken nose. Y

In statemeirits taken by police,.
Brown insisted that he did not!
strike the woman. ' He said he:
grabbed White by the throat and:
pulled him away when he was
kicking and beating the woman.

Brown said an “argument” de-
veloped while the three were sit-
ting in a parked car. .

| HoLD woMAN ™|
. FOR STABBING

Mrs., Myrie Taylo’;', 19, colored,|]

who lives in the civilian barracks|
"at Chanute Air Base, was held in
the county jail Saturday while au-
thorities investigated charges that
she stabbed her husband with.a
|paring knife Friday night.
1. The husband, Prentiss, was re-
ported not seriously injured. He
wag in the base hospital. Assistant
State’s Attorney - Eugene Liermanli
said the man was wounded in the
-l right shoulder.

Lierman said the stabbing ap-
parently took place during a fam-
ily squabble. Mrs. Taylor picked
up the knife from a table after her
hushband had thrown her onto 2
bed in the barracks. -

The couple lives in the civilian
housing avea outside the easti
north gate ab the base. Taylorg
works in post exchange No. 2 at}-

- FoOTBALL
1again, on-again case o

|son was Tunning better than any;
'| Minois back Tuesday. T'm forget-

‘ {to blow when -this infraction oc¢-
{ecurred in scrimmage.

1 il Dick Mueller also
‘tlag times

Prymuski - appears ‘to- be off for
Saturday. Prymo dressed Tuesday
night and worked out lightly by -1
running around: the field but pres-
ent - indications are he won't be
ready for the Army Saturday.
Murney Lazier did not engage ind
any contaét work Tuesday - after-:

which is not expected to be hoth-!
ersome . . . Sam-Piazza ran at hisj
left halfback spot ... Paul Patter-}

ting -everything such as injuries,”;
he said, “and T11 be ready Sat-'{
urday.”. . Lo i
-Ruck Steger has the  solution:
“We've got to catch fire,” he-told
some of his mates. “Yes, sir!” sol
emnly agreed Dike Bddleman
“We've got to.catch. fire.” - .
- Tommy Stewart and Eddleman
ran south in the wind sprints, ran-

PATTERSON~ ‘EDDLEM

ack north to get ready for -an-i
ther, and when. they - were fin-
Aished. ran: to. the locker.room, - i
:Since the Wiscongin game thel,
Ilinois coaching staff is otfside|;
: conscious. Tuesday afternoon -L.eo |
Johnson was equipped with a horn|; -

Lynn Liynch

too frequently an offendenr. |

as 1.
i broke too soomii

Douglas Center

Three teen-age youths 1'ving out-
side Urbana - were held" in- the
county “jail today on charges of
bicycle larceny. Urbanga polic . res
ntact er-: |portedly had obt J
noon, ., favoring ..a. pnlled muscle! fand '’ id go)
‘caveriparts. digearded

goni

field near the Brownfield "woods
more than a.week. ago, e

Attention_this

cused on the theft when 3 f
living on-route 2, Urbana,
bicycle parts to the Urba
‘station; reporti ]
been found i

“Making ' Ypui"

The veteran

recting his 1948 effort "toward in-
dependent voters.

Your’, Yote
"48’-'?"wi11 be the’ subject,
man Thomas, Soci:
didate for preside!
at a rally at 8;
Champalgn senioy
will meet. voters €
ceptions and a dinner,
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. 13]d Negro Chanute Air Force Basle )
_ilsoldier, was bound over to the Sepnf

" Jeharge
- Hore Police Magistrate Earl Me

~ping of William R. V. Baker, 21,

| < il and is being held without bail.
53

L2 | Bddie Baker,

G

1 Caym Boun_d 1"
.To Grand Jury!

i;vt. James E. Claytou, 25-ye

grand jury om & murd;

{enber
Wednesday afternoon

Lach of Urbana.
A coroner’s jury concurred Wed- -
nesday night in recommending that
he be held on the charge after he
related the details of the fatal stab-

Champajgn Negro civilian. Clay-};

Bng, was returned to the .county

F‘“’L’, ednesday after-

ould say anything as
gt innocence, but Meenach advised
,-‘h'i}n not to speak in court without
?B\'Jhsel_of an attorney.
./ THE INQUEST, conducted by Dr.
W, F. Lamkin, county coroner, be-
fore a large group of persons in
-lthe Parker funeral home, 704 North
Fourth street, produced a finding
‘that. Baker ‘‘came to his death
through stab wounds at the hands
of James Clayton.”

g: Clayton, who was ‘taken into cus-
tody Tuesday afternoon at Cha-
nute, recited the story he had told
authorities earlier. He was not rep-
resented by legal counsel.
" The soldier maintained he stab-
bed Baker only once in an. argu-
ment in front of a North Fourth
street establishment early Satur-
ay morning, but the testimony of
Dr., Max Appel, Burhham city
thologist

OTHER WITNESSES included
a brother of the
victim; and Corp. Levi H. Trvin
and Sgt.

+| Jurymen returned their verdict
" | quickly after an -hour of testi-

George Persons, foreman; Speed-
ie McDowell, .Richard Banks, Gus
Dixon, Allen A: Rivers, and Thom-
as Jackson. .

i

ton, who walved preliminary hear-f

) who performed the}. -
utopsy, disclosed the existence ofl:
two deep wounds. P

Dean Smith, Chanute|
lgoldiers who have been held asj
material witnesses.

mony. Members of the jury werej

_Soldier. Sd ys Mrivial lA
Quarrel Led to Bak-
| ef’s Death.

. Pvt, James E. Clayton, 25-year-
old Negro soldier at Chanute Air
_ Force Base, confessed the fatal
_stabbing of William R. V. Baker, a
21-yeartold Champaign colored ci<
vilian, within a few hours of Bak-
er's death at 3:50 ‘P. m. Tuesday
in: Mercy hospital. - '
I Clayton was také- into custody,
¢ at Chanute ;_-(b'y"v‘thé";provos't mar-,
!+ shal's ‘officé ‘and handed over fo
[‘ Champ#igh .- and ’county author-
ltieé who obtained his statement of
_the’killing in a lengthy questioning
o ‘session conducted Tuesday night at
., the police dépértmént. . -
" According ‘to the soldier’s state-
i “-ment, a petty argument in front
b« of a restaurant on North Fourth
street early Saturday morning led
" {o the stdbbing. Baker, who lived
at 606 East Grove street, had
lingered near death for several
-1 days ih the hospital where he was
i taken by Claylon and two com-
panions. : .
.. Attempts by Capt. Russell Burke
" of the Champaign police to ques-|’
-, tion Baker before his death re-
. vealed- little useful information as
., thé wounded man’s .condition was}
i ") too critical for a cbherent ‘account}
" of the incident. ’
CHANUTE: OFFICIALS ‘under-
took an intensive investigation of
ile base and their questioning of{
Negro soldiers led to the identifi-}
cation of Clayton as having. been
~in an encounter with Baker.
4 . -Clayton and two soldiers. .detain-
Do ed as material witnessés, Sgt.
! "Dean Smith, 22, and Corp. Levi Ir-
_vin,. 26, were taken from  the
Champaign police department to
_the county jail shortly after mid-
night by Sheriff Joseph T. Clan-
cy. . :
.. Dr. W. F. Lamkin, county  coro-
< ner, has scheduled the inquest for
.. 7:30 p.- m., today in the ' Parker
funeral home, 704 North . Fourth
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Funeral services for Baker will
be conducted at 2:30 p. m. Satur-
day in_the Douglas Park Commun-
ity center, 510-12. East Grove
street, by Rev. Ab Johnson, as-
Il sisted by Rev. M. A, Crowder and
Rev. Mr. Anderson. Burial will be
in Mount Hope cemetery.

Friends may call at the Parker

. street. Claytod, -Smith, and Irvin
i  will be among the witnesses.

Police ‘Magistrate Earl Meenach

of Urbana issued a murder war-f

m. today. He said Clayton would
be brought before him later this|
afternoon. .

State’s® Attorney John J. Breseelj
said the case against Clayton will |

| funeral home until rioon Saturday.

' A veteran of World War 11, dur-
‘ing which he served 18 meonths in
- ithe Aleutian islands, he leaves his
" lmother, Mrs. Mamie Baker;. his
. ifather, Eddie Baker,. Oakland,
Calit.; a brother, Eddie Baker,
(15 Champaign; a grandmother,
, Stella Lyde, and a step-

. Lyde, both of
Champaign—Urbana; a grandfath-
er, Henry Baker _of Chicago; six
"| aunts, Mrs. Willie Dean and Mrs.
Ilucille Hassell,' both of Cham-
paign; Mrs. Doris Wylie and Miss
Edna Baker, both of Urbana; Mrs.
Vivian Henry, Xenia, Ohio; and

S

‘SURPRISE RALLY

¥ Phe Stewardess Board No. 1 of|’
E. Church re

a suprise. rally for the
efi Mrs. Tillie|]
irman; Those con-
Mrs. Gertude Rob-
- mson . $5.50, Mis. Anna B. Petti-

{the St Luke C. M.
cently gave
Churches

‘Hegm was <ha
{riviting were

benefit.

1. (Woods_ $1.0

rs.
5 $1.00,

! Jordan $1.25,

.

! ¥ The chairman and committee wi
¢ . | .{o thank the public for their con-

1s. Esther K. Bush, New York!‘

Mrs. F.
: .Mrs. L. Hegmon
1. chairinan; $25.00; total of $38.75

go before the next grand jury ses-
sion opening Sept. 20. The accused
: man was to be bound over to the
: ‘grand jury sometime -today on a
murder charge.

DR. MAX APPEL, Burnham
city hospital and coroner’s “path-
ologist; performed an autopsy dis-
closing two -relatively deep knife
wounds, oné éntering on the front
of the body at the left side below
| | the shbulders, the othef in' the
| back of the left shoulder, ¢ausing
l | internal hemorrhages.. .’ .
i The murder weapon has mnot
 been located. Clayton said he drop-
. : ped it at the_scene, and described

. it as an ordinary pocket krife with],
| a short blade. Dr. Appel’s findings
! indicated a long-bladed knife, how-

ever, B :

Clayton’s story:is that he emerg-
ed from the.restaurant, known as
© ¢Larry’s,” to encounter Baker
standing near the entrance.

He admitted making .a remark
.about the “foul smell’” of the cig-
‘aret the civilian was smoking,
' whereupon Baker assertedly re-
plied “‘you — soldiers want to run
‘the city of Champaign.”

Clayton claims Baker slapped
him on thé face and snatched up a
stick as if to strike him again. He
admitted then grappling with him,;
‘ shugging” as.he termed it, and|
inflicting the knife wounds.

|
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i yant for Clayton shorily after 1 p. .
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‘[S,;Stabbing

i

‘Vestigators that.the nurse who ad-
mitted " them remembers seeing
three men come.to the door with
Baker, but ‘said one “disappeared
without entering. He was estab-
! lishéd to have been Clayton. -
: The time of the assault was fix-
ed at approximately 2:30 a. m.
) Saturday, Captain Burke said, al-
i though the injured man was notl
-.admitted to the hospital until about,
8 a. m. Hospital authorities im-
" mediately notified Champaign po-
lice and Sgt. Mark O’Neill obtain-
ed the names of the two soldiers
who had broughj, Baker {o the hos-
pital. At that time their story was
{that they had féund him lying in
1the street, ' )

P
| CAPTAIN BURKE said much of
'the credit for the prompt identifi-
cation of Clayton as the attacker
:should go to Chanute officials, in-
cluding Staff Sgt. James C. Kana-
;'@-year-old military policeman,
ir force criminal investigat-
Donald Greenwood. and
S. Wildman, a civilian, and
ti Stacey, the base provost-
on admitted having a min-
ment with (Baker during a
}s visit to Champaign, Capt-
1$e related. State’'s Attorn-
see and his assistant, Eu-
Lierman, were present

i ing the interrogation Tuesday
ght.
Baker, who had been employed
by a_paper-hanging and painting
contractor, was not known to be
particularly quarrelsome as far as
.authorities could learn from talk-
ing to-acquaintances. He had been
arrested by Champaign police for
I minor offenses, but had never been
“in serious trouble, His full name
iwas William Rudolph Valentino
1Baker. . - -
. CHANUTE REPORTED Clayton
'=-\-\§ted &s the son of Mrs. Mina
}¢ghman, 469 West Green street,
E“ﬁlle, Ky. He is unmarried,
; ‘;‘.‘x years of air force service, |-
s been at the base sincel;
6L 1947 working in the laun-|;
4 mith, a resident of Dillion-|:
w.ale, Ohio, is an airplane mechan-|;
e, and Irvin, whose home is in|;
:Las Vegas, Nev.,is a welding stud-
‘ent at the base. Both have four
years of service.
Sheriff Clancy indicated this|
{norning he is not completely sat-
isfied with Clayton’s statement in
‘the belief that he has withheld
some information. . . :
BAKER WAS BORN Sept. 3,
1926, the son. of Mr. and Mrs, Ed-
ward Baker of' Champaign. In ad-
dition to his parents, and a bro-
ther, he leaves his grandmother,
MArs. Stella Lyde, and grandfath-
er, Henry Baker, both of Chicago.
He was & veteran of World War
II, having served with the army
on Luzon, Arrangements for funer-

"8
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; pléted.

lobtained from Claytfon,

i|“downcast”
| Sheriff Clancy said.

al services have not been com-|.

vale, Ohio, is an airplane mechanic
with four years’ service. . ~

All are stationed in Squadron
F-1 at Chanute.

May Hold lrvin

Bresee said that Smith will be
relcased and returned. to the air
base, but that Irvin, who is not per-
manently assigned to the bhase,
may be held here to appear as a
wituess. . .
After the signed statement was
who re-
lated his account of the stabbing

|without hesitation, Sheriff Joseph
JT. Clancy removed Clayton to the

county jail. . ;
Clayton was feeling pretty

Wednesday ‘morning,

Bresee directed the sheriff to

Baker slumpéd. to, the ground

-and- was taken to Merey hospital}
by his -attacker, and the two wit-’ -
i ‘nesses.. Mercy shospital told the in<

: sio would cost the
county ol hupdred dollars.
~Working with Captain Burke i
4 solv?mg the case were the Chanute
provost marshall, Staif Ser_geant
James: C. Kanaley, .23, of Chicago,
a military policeman; and Donald
Greenwood and Denzil F. Wildman,
investigators in the provost’s of-
fice. . : . o
A1l assisted im_ the ‘questioning
of Clayton and the material wx_t-
Inesses by Bresee and Captain!
Burke. .

Ca.ptain.Burke gave special cred-
it to Greenwood and Sergezmt
Kanaley, of Chanute, whose inves-
tigatory work “led to the break in
the case.” * ,

After being informed of Baker's
death; during the questioning‘, Clay-
; tonﬁaxpressed regret but digplayed
{1no particular emotlons, Bresee
said.

Find No Motive

No. motive for the stabbing was
uncovered, other than the sponta-
neous  argument between Baker
and’ Clayton which preceded the
fight, authorities said: )
hThe _stabbingy ;viul.im, Wmmr‘n
Rudolph Baker, was horn Sept. 3,
1926, in Champaign. He was the
gon of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Baker.

He leaves in addition to his
mother and father, one lzrother,
Junior Baker of Champaign;
grandmother, Mrs. Stella Lyde, and
a gra.ndfather, Henry Baker of
Ch:cago.

He was a veteran of World war
I and served in
lands.

funeral, home. Funeral arrange-
ments are jncomplete. .
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Attendance Top|

Participation figures for “the E
Champaign  summer supetvised|.
recreation program at seven parks|.

Yand playgrounds were reviewed by’

the recreation and playground |-
commission at a meeting Tuesday

evening in the offices in the city

building.

These figures jnclude a separ-

ate tabulation each time 2 partici-

!l pant came to the park or play- |

|ground to take part in the ac-{y

“i|{jviiies. For the various units they

j{were: .

| Beardsley, 1,582; Clark,

| Douglas, 10,317; Eisner,

i| Scott, 2,557; Switzer, 4,567

i Gneludes softball leagues); West
Side, 4,826 (includes softball
leagues). )

1 Popularity of - activities varied
from park to park. At West Side
‘|park croquet was the most: ire-
Tquent diversion with shuffléboard
1second, excepting, of course, the
‘| softball games.

il Scott park participants liked cro-

{iquet and shuffieboard, and Eisner
Ipark participants softball and shuf-

i1 fleboard. ]

)\ For Clark park horseshoes was

“ilthe top activity, followed by soft-

5,361;
3,604;

in interest at Douglas park, with
!| shuffleboard and
i|drawing many participants.

Beardsley park liked
ference to horseshoes. In all of the
parks interest was

conducted by the park supervis-

“iments, etc.

, - -
FATHER VISITSs .

Mr. Frank Blake of Fort Wayne
:Ind., is visitng in the home of his
-daughter Mr. and Mrs. Louis Gray
‘fof West Hill St. The family visit-
"ed in the home of his daughter
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Harris of
Decatur, Ill. Master Stephen Gray
is visiting in Chicago with Mr.
and Mrs Antony Russell of Chit-
ago, Illinois Miss Don Vance of

this summer. Mr. and Mrs. Gray
visited a cousin Mr. and Mrs. G.

gfand jury, for! i

a B

the Aleutian is-

The body was removed to Parker |

ilpall and shuffleboard. Softball led |f
horseshoes alsol;

v softball |
‘Ibest and gave second place pre-|

demonstrated |
=lin high and low organized games|

ors, handicraft, inter-park tourna-i

Chicago is visiting the Gray home i

T

Mrs

VISITING

| RUSHED TO-HOSPITAL

|
\
|

Bavid,

th Romine street, & son .

and Mrs. [

Mr.

to

1105 Nov

)

KING,

Mz, and Mrs. Lewis:

' WELLS, to

!

and

AMe Duff and Moth- \

Minnie

Mrs.

the !
and Mrs. !

Mo.

of East;

Mr. James Hegmon,

a

Thursday |

street,

508 North Popular

and Mrs. Jessie ©

Mr.

| Birth Notices

BRITT, to

ones Giles visited in

_er Mrs. Ag
home of relatives

Monday in

paign county hospital.

at 9:36 p. M.

Mr.

been rushed to |

the Carle hospital after a recent

i Grove Street has
aceident.

!

Cham-

daughter at 6:53 p. m.

910 North Fourth Street a son at

Champaign, a daughter

'

|

today in Burnham

8:20 a. m.
_hospital.

_p. m. Tuesday in Carle hospital.

Geoge Giles in St. Louis

in Burnham hospital.

|file a charge of murder against
Clayton. i

1 The. state’s attorney said he
. probably would not call a special
| session of the April grand jury to
|return an indictment, after Clay-
ton is bound over, since the fall
irand jury is-8cheduled to convene
| Sentember, 2007 » -t .

} iribution. Mrs. Bessie Osby is pre-¢
‘gident of the board and Rev. cC.W
“Williams_is pastor. :

1-V,ISITS_,FRIEND ‘

Mis. Mary Butler,
018, ¥ 3 r(écerit.v it‘()“l'

&

SMITH AND IRVIN, who had
‘| -Peen inside the establishment ear-
- lier with Clayton, told the authdri-|!
tjes they had taken a woman
home and returned to find the
fight in progress as they drove up.] -
‘they, saw Clayton “‘slap’>

ith his, hand

ee. thé knife|

Vance recently in Chicago, Ills.

CALLED TO ALTON ILLINOIS |
Mrs.. Emma Hines, of West Char-
les Street was called to Alton, Tl
to attend her sister in laws
funeral, Mrs. Means.

\«
of Ch_i-cag‘O, \]l
itor of My :",

RSNV S




“ILouis Defends
|Title Against |
Jersey Joe

 CHAMP FAVOR
BY1370500DS
T0 HOLD TTLE

1
A

F ‘Tale Of The Tape

! JOE LOUIS WALCOTT
. 3% years ge 34 years
+ 314 pounds Weight 194 pounds
6 ft. 2 in, Height 6 ft.
76 Inches Reach 74 inches
42 inches Chest 40 inches

- ;. {normal)
45 Inches ~ 7.  Chest 43 Inches

: . (expanded)
i 17 inches -Neck 17 incheés
i 15 inches Biceps 16 inches
1 gzilnﬁhes F%e?rm 13 inches
_inches rist . 73 inches
11% inches Pist 12 inches
361 inches Walist 35 inches
2215 {riches Thigh ° 21 inches
14 inches Calf 14 inches
10 Inches Ankle " 93 inches

By JACK cupbDY
NEW YORK, June 22— (UP)—As
Joe Louis and Jersey Joe Walcott
loafed about their camps today,
storing up energy the Wednesday
i night’s return title tight at Yankee
i stadium; Herman Lenin of the 20th
C;ntury club’s box office predict-
ed: .
“The gate will go close to a $1,
i 000,000.”
- He sald more than $60,000 worth
. .of tickets were sold Monday and
“the demand is simply terrific.”
Forecast Cloudy Weather
The U. S, weather bureau was
lTess enthustiastic, though not pes-
. simistic. It forecast: ‘“Wednesday
partly cloudy, quite warm and hu-
. mid, with moderate south.to south-
west winds.”
, However, the scattered showers
! forecast for Tuesday might damp-
. en the ardor of would-be ticket pur-
chagers; :
. (The fight will be broadcast
over WENR at 9 p. m. CDT.)
" The sentiment' of betting men
and sportg writers swung more

0

ELP FOR LEWIS. Joe Lewis gets a helping hand from

four-year-old Butch Hopper who carries his gloves from the
ring at Louis’ Pompton Lakes, N. ]., training camp after
the heavyweight champ finished training for his title match | -

heavily toward Louis, sending the
price from 12-5 to 13-5 in New York.

" It went to 14-5 at a betting center -

in Newark, N. J,, and 14-5 wag re-

i+ ported from Philadelphia.

Wpriters Favor Champ

U 7 This trend contradicted week-end|

i predictions. by bookies, who fore-
Y ‘@éast that increased’ gupport for

7\ "Waleott would: hammer down the

v 6dn- to 2-1 by ‘Wednesday.
i i An informal' poll of 27 sports
) th Century headquar-

they favored Louis,

] I7dan win, I've al-
ways been able to solve a fighter's
.jstyle  the second time I met him.

{" Louis repeated his promise to re-
Jtire after Wednesday night's fight

1d, -y

with Jersey Joe Walcott to be held in Yankee stadium !
Wed_nesday night. (AP Wirephoto.) .-

Louis’ Defenses i .
. Joe Louis ‘w{n d&tengt}listhea:hy-: l ‘GRUMPY’ AS
“welght championship title for -3 : 4
/. 25th time when he meets Joe Vg(a.l—f l\ FIGHT NEARS
" ¢ott for the second time at Yankeg ;OCH, »

Stadium' ‘Wednesday night, .~ . - ¢ ¢ GRENL :
\ . A-lst of his defenses, "

opponents and regults follows:

B
i

Not_ really
tie . 1ig

| yoz warcorr

Bout With

[Lesnevich| _

DETHOIT, - - (AP) - -Heavy-:
weight champion Joe Louis; .

might return to the ;rin
for a Sept. 22 bout. wit
Gus Lesnevich, said Tuesday,.
*I don’t know where those
rumors cane from. I°ve re-

. |to-come back for.just one

is to it." -

e

tired and that.is all «’thetf"e

. Louis, in an'interview
with«Lyall Smith, Sports
editor of the Detroit Free
Préss, appeared a bit irked

over the reports that he
would take on Lgsneuch.
the light heavyweight cham-

{ Louis® comments were in

connection witha copyright-,
{ ed story by Nat Fleisher in
the September issue of Ring
‘magagine. -In thgt_ggg;qle..
Fleischéer said'Louis had'}
{indicated his willingness

more’ fight. _
Tired of Queries

N. 1. June 22— | said Louis..
7 Joe Walcott s

ery|.

4
“kind-[

¥ L K . s
June 18; 1941-—Bflly Conn, 13 rounds,
- z'-‘SéD'b. 29, 1941—Lou No&a, (‘i rounds,

_J:g: 9, 1942—Buddy Baer, i round,

i 0 p. m. Tussdny at: Ol
! paign CGo hogpital .
189,23, 194 P Hoverend . fulins W, Hamilton

will-officiaté at the sérvices, assist:
Zd by Reverend W. A, Bonnet of
Danville. Burial will be in Mount
Hope cemetery, with the Parker
‘and Son fineral héme in charge.

{* ¢I haveii’t seen or. talked.

{:" The heavyweigh
said he was tired of anse |

{ to Mr. Nat Fleischer since
.the night-after my fight,

about his

.

| sure® is being‘brought on |

; rtime—"managqf and. frieiid of

Johri Roxborough; long.

f

‘Louis, said ‘a lot of ‘pres- {!

the ‘Brown ‘Bombér: to; junk

his rfe'tiAx“f‘eri,i}gi_‘llt‘; ..p"l‘gm a

—Ywin, lose or draw.” .

Mrs. Crittié ’Bryant

March 3 ’ 2 A - meet Lesnevich! S B AR
m{\,{?&:h]{z‘?. .1942 — Ave Simon, ¢ { Mrs. Bryant had beéen a resident e i , .
_June 13, 1946—Billy Conn, § rounds, || | of Champaign for the past. 43 year%' : o R
Sebt. 18, 1046—Taml Mauriello, 1 [| {|She leaves.a son, Thomas Bryantj ‘ BT N
round, K. O, s | Washington, D. C., and three grang- - R AL
deass b 1047—Joe Walcott, 15 réunds, ! ;| children.gs, TR0 | T P o Seai - S <
ec ‘ : o P e o, e e o e = " = — - - o
8 . . RO o e gBass Ssngod marE vy AT ;
. ; . ; 3 L= = Q20 . .  45=0." &8 g
C:;:"S‘.Gg REEPHRE €YETY R8T e 82284 SEE SHdSARg | o
s B i . . ., N . .
o fyd mE3ETHEg [Tyl mE° i’l.:s. <22 Hdgey SH Y ©gEg 228 | LSy
- .20 @ " e o % v d - 5 n BL,AVE pRe0 angy J e W}
= 2 Sy u@e? Fond ool \Q<h.]"”o wadsd efe B L .so | =
b . =] 3 T H88% g i £ wwa,:.. g5 . v B3
k‘ﬁ o os> Qg't! U)vg &N:" . T H S He ﬂ“wwd’.ﬂﬁd :Sogc'.l (XU~ B
LS8 gde . DE g o= O.ﬂ-’lo\ Q.‘rQ BWHRL n .am8m~' gsa 298 v R
SprwelS g g8 37 s a <'~] g A8 Ty 20 SHY JHWOS al:! i 0 B
P33 §°2  HEau® Eﬁov;“"- Ky ¢ Ag woEHE JOuh FHeduw fuwe |- | @ &
o) »%-E—:aﬂ.ﬁ;ﬂh ﬁm;zﬁom Lo gqhﬁ HRo S E) fofHmos mSAa | O R
Hhh® ROY 600 S g dATS m q“’ﬂ = HBw et g """“8 P> LR
< cm%:“ i =R R 3] . 5 &U . b < o C.9 & — s ROR a R = =T
a 3 38 R awmex Q. d Eg 99 pa =R e Q 2
Puon o8 Ho gaw S8 e e Qo BrEYld gWEA_SEET s 8WmE | | |Q SHE
m Juoan 9. 8§ o g B =0 080%! UJO & orBo og o Spd THY - : Sﬂ-«,-» :
¥mMegg g, oMy >EE 2P ‘ mez, g8ghs 823 A a8 gegTe || “
Q EZTERY L n C Ob .- !NQ o= B%BJ J=F:! b-a\g'”*’ S s | Bt gl
' Mo "'::“41—«55"‘ 4 8. S 8@ &g“ a8t b O E893TSgoadCaug g ¢ 8 op
bogbrenagTEbl, d847 28I 'dh THPRE $,22.weA8a"R%g . V5 &
B EbE 8 T 8T5g% g eS80 tus gl R SRR S L CE g EE gL S 1
D = E:’Tuk‘ oR e m U;ﬁ‘” FRE= R U 'a.wp"p‘='d’v"="8 Tg”ﬁqﬂq"”“o‘ QG . E‘
: ok . =R d b0 2wy a8 o o]
R Su»%sgﬁs.c: c g bﬂ?ﬁs—lf ....Ooga;og S ad SwoRgguwogods 1. _
. . . R i - , D . - B > © . p-J 5
w8 g ”Ew“wzu"‘ e ";VJ PRk !\.l‘: cqzdov'mggzoaygﬁpd,”m md‘-‘ hng ‘ e K
E-g S sM@EeR A uhe 80 RIIN ‘"85 H9HER Sebag é%a"-a 8% =
Sesdmagd CAEERBedInpeddll . DA ZwEab B 8o
S8R ~mESR 68 (RS FR Y T o P O

y
&
t

i

commenting on.‘reports he |

with, Jersey Joe W_élcot.t.' I

t champ.{ |
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on Committeg:"..Of_
Elks Hall on
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{ handlers put on Walcott, the amaz-

- ing

.-
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{

~+of a million dollar gate appeared

-4 pion scaled 213 after his last drill}

l 215 when he welghs in ‘Wednesday

|
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Challenger Is
Confld ent of
~ Gaining Title

New York, June 22 (AP)
Confidence radiated from’ both
camps today ‘as Chamipion “Joe
"‘Louis and Challenger Jersey Joe
+ Walcott enjoyed a brief lull- before
their 15-round heavyweight title
bout tomorrow night at Yankee
. Stadium.

“Tll get him quick,” ‘was the
cold prediction of the Brown Bomb-
er, who announced this. 25th de-
fense. of his crown will be his last
ring outing. ,

“HE’S READY,” was the tag
comebacker ~who almost
_snatched “the title last.December.

Odds favoring the chdmpion re-
- thained firm at 5 to 13 .although
there was talk of a late flow of
Walcott money that might: reduce
them slightly by ring time.

This is the shortest-priced choice
‘Louis has been since the second
bout with Max Schmeling 10 years
ago when he was held at 5-9.

- The weatherman, meanwhile,
gave the outdoor attraction a tem-
porary blessing, promising a
cloudy, humid day but no rain.

TICKET SALES continued brisk
but Promoter Mike Jacobs’ hopes

certain ‘to fall short. The Twen-
" tieth Century Sporting - club is
: counting on. a. turnout of around}
‘55,000, a gate -of approximately|:
~.$900,000. Television and radio re-|-
celpts are.extra.
Louis put in his tmal t1a1n1ng_
hcks at Pompton Lakes, N. J., yes-
. terday, turned up with a black eye
| and announced afterwards, “I
¢ think’ m 50 or 75 per cent better

i than I was for the last fight.”
; The discolored optic,; hot serlous, g
{ Was a parting gift of one.of thel
7}champs sparmates. The chamsf

i_but expects to hit between 214 and|

noon, .

JERSEY' "JOE, who ﬁmshed tap—
ering off Sunday, planned to break
camip' -at- Gyérloch, N.. J., today
move ' to New York to awalt

tion fter long trammg grmds

CONLEY TRIAL

o

g N-SHAKEDOWN
\RESET JULY 18

‘héaring for - Frank ; Patrick
Cdnley, 160, of Alton, arrested lagt -

ftex allegedly- attempting to 1
:vlf:]]:egown 4 colored gambler, was W
hontinhed THiivsday for 10 days. ?
. Justice' “B. A.- Fabert reset’ the
case for ‘hearing July 18 at the re- 3

uest of & Champaigh- a;torney rep- .
nting the Alton mah. ;
resg',onle? is charged with yagran- .
in a complaint . filed by Police
thef Clyde R. Davis, who arrest-
ed him." He posted $1,500 bond for 1
iis. release “in little more than slaln
‘110\11‘ after he was sent to the
il.
EE0’-2.,1“3:’()lj::red gambler said Conley I
ﬁemanded $100 a month for 1the :
tprivilegé - of operating a (Do lcg ;
-wheel and claimed to be repressin -
}yimg the Republican state organ zap:
jon.. . .

g“’I‘hree Local Women
: Attend Chorus Meet

P Mrs J W.. Valentine, 405 East
1 park strget Champaign, will leave
Sunday for Brooklyn, N. Y., to at-
| tend an~annual gospel chorus con-
[¢ention which opens Monday. She

¥n route home Mrs.
.visit her daughter.in Harrisburg
Pa., and Mrs. Valentine and Mrs
LAnderson wlll v1s1t in Chlcago.

pion Joe

1 — e P e v oo

llis a delegate of the gospel chorus
‘at Ssalem Baptist church. Accomp-
anying her will be Mrs. Luvada

Mrs. Hattie Anderson. | !
Do o Bowles will|,

: A HOW CHAMP’S GLOVE WILL LOOK TO WALCOTT e

Joe Louis puts leather to the
fore in his Pompton. Lakes,

) N.Y., trammg camp yesterday ‘__.Msey Joe Walcott 1n New York’ . (AP WIREPHOTO)
[ AFTER 82 STRAIGHT VICTORIES' . DEFEAT

Harrison Dillars, left, Bald-
win-Wallace hurdler = sprinter

1i who won 82 races consecutive-

ly, is nosed ‘out. by Barney

as he completed training for
his title-defense fight with Jer-

_Ewell, second, from left, in the

TAther Johnson Dles o

Wednesday in Outlook

Ather Johnson, 46, of 1209 West *

:|Jan. 19. Funeral ‘arrangements, in
lcharge of the C. E. Campbell fu-
:ineral home, are incomplete.

Mr. Johnson, a Champaign resi-
dent for the past six years, was
born Jan, 10, 1802, in Evadale,
" |Ark. |

1 He leave$ his w1fe,(Mrs. Bes51e
Johnson, Chicago;
Mrs,” Juanita Henderson, Chicago;
two sisters, Mrs. Anna Willis, Ur-

nhis, Tenn.; two brothers, Van C.
ohnson; Urbana, and Moses John-
| son, Chicago, and four . zrangichll
{‘&dren., L L
|

.

T S e T

T

Eads street, Urbana, died at noon :
Wednesday in Outlook sanatorium,
where he had been a patient since ’

one daughter,"

bana, and Mrs, Mary Burch, Mem- :

Madison Square Garden Wed-
nesday night.

e -

,
Y moon-

) N DANVILLE.: |

+Mr. and Mrs. Claren¢e Thomas. :
neida” Pépps who wer
married are hone

.ing” at, Niagara, "Falls,

—
e
—
S
—
—
on
&
—

MARRIED IN DAN
(0]

former
. Técently

£

ishéd third and Don Andersun,
of California was fourth. ,
- (AP WIREPHOTO)

er;

at-arms;
advocate;
officer;

day, Aug. 1

9.

Othelo Turner ' an

to. - Lillard - married.” £

Ann

;Miss;" :

t

d' MJ:

P

*Buelah Bigham of Northy

- Theot

of Harri(

sick. -

| M#,” Edward’ Murray;

.among the
'St. passed recently. ..

s

sy

d recently |-
and_ Miss.” ‘
nd Miss

RN ", Shaw
ood.

‘arnes_i; . ‘_No_rwood a

~ Mr. Laffet
lelvina Norw

Me

Post 599 Head

John C. Johnson was
commander of William F. Earnest| .
post, No. 559 Thursday night at a|
meeting in the post’s
North Fifth street,

" Other offfcers elected are:
Minor, first vice commander;
ther W1se second vice command- |
Cecil D. Nelson, Sr.,
officer; Rubavent Utley, sergeant-| -
Kenneth Stratton, judgef
Eldridge Long, servicef;

historian;
Thomas Burke, chaplam, John C.

Johnson, delegate, Alvin Foxwell,
alternate deleégate,
Members of the post and their
wives and girl friends will have
a social meeting in the hall Thurs- |8

hall,

orter,

is Haines~: " -

'l;éﬁ%n- i

elected

finance

Mha Lo

LeRoy Barnes Arrested .
On Weapon Charge

a

100 meter A. A. U. final yester- right,
day at Milwaukee. Paul Bienz, .
third fromAEQ, of Tulan'é,‘"_ﬁn-. .
T s T
GUEST: 1 TOURING

Mr. and Mrs, C, W. Williams }
xahd Mrs. Butts of . C'h)cago mo-
‘tored .to the graduation exercis.

es of Mr, and Mrs, Butts daugh. |1
‘. ter from the Umvermty of Ills.

The friends were guest of Mr.

1 ton,. Ohio. Mrs,
{ reurned

bnd Mrs, Ed, Glover and other
friends. thtle Ora Kemp, Misg
'Claudle Kemp, of Decatur, Jlls,
was house guest of Mr, and Mrs.
4Anbeﬂ; Connell' and family, }

“SISTER VISIFING
Mrs. Harriett Edwards of Hen-
derson, Kentucky is visiting her

sister Mrs. Theo. Bowles of Wi
}Maple A

| and throat operation,
-‘,sist:er Josephine . also lives in-
"{Chicago,

— ""}—-

. a plea ot gullty.

Miss- Eumce J 0 nes, eldest.
| daughter of Mr. and Mrs, ‘Irvin"'.
‘| Jones ‘of West Vine St, is. vésit:

ing at Eagle Beach’ Fort- Clin--

“to with her

Mr$,

Chicago
giser
Another

LeRoy Barnes,

A colored barber,

Betty Jones has !

Maple Bﬁggs F med
On Assault Charge

¢ ~Maple Briggs, colored, was
fined $12.60 and costs Monday in

o

on an. agsault and battery charge.
The complaint was tiled by Sam

Davis, colored, following a fight]
‘| Saturday _evening, Briggs entered

i

i

, Was

lar street

Dasisy Owens after '

i

1
33
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TOOLS STOLEN

the justice court of E. A. Fabert,|: .

t by Patrol-
and Deputy

914 North Pop I

61,

Thursday nig

man Clyde Redmon

|

John Pickens, 408 East Washing- i
‘ton -street, Champaign, Tuesday re-

‘arrested

ed razor as a.
He- posted 2

nce. August
A. S. Weeks,

pim with carry-
eara

Denny on. & state
dg

&
)
n
2]
L2}
k-]
=
o
2
=
<
Q.

@

‘warrant charging
ing his straight-e

e
&
<
®
B
s
2
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Q
g
Q
Y

Sheriff James

Pickens esti- .

mated the value of the tools at

ported the theft of tools in a can-
$50.

‘vas bag from his car parked in

front of his house.
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J e
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Hoy |.
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| The Kids Say .

- Quiestion: Do you t‘,hink_ a
“pigkup date” is ever allow- |
able or proper? s

Where asked: Urbana high
school.

BOB McCARTNEY, sophomore:
You mean where a boy goes down
the  street and asks some girl he
doesn’t know out? I don't think so.

| BOB JEANNE
McCARTNEY  BRUNKOW i

T think maybe if a boy asked hexg

and she volunteered to go, all;

lright. T certainly wouldn't dg it,
JEANNE BRUNKOW, fresh]

o - e » - 1y Valen. iman: No, I don’t think its right, I
o -man, Mary Jane Stark, (\Jarol Eunice Nelson, ,E:.mlly Va | t / |
h ﬁm%?gte:t’ gi‘;’mpg;f; : Krigtt, Maﬁjorie Schneidt, Pat ~ tine, Dotty Lu,Péckin,_d-Toyf;gi _ . ,’:gll: tathg;ir;'}l( 3:131; a "l;(i)cykuwfzo _wo?}id ;
RN ‘i . i M anfor an 3 . P 1s ]

) chool, -have been Bing, Mary Ann Stahl; second Munnis, ary ‘ : itype I’d want to go out with, i

row, Martha. Sanford, Shirley Joyce Hansen. ) . . 1t to go ou i -
) - B SLRPEROY B JAY LARSON, junior: T think is/f

MM“J%@W& Cardwel}, In o foenTh AP all right if the girl asks the boy,|J8
' e . | ‘. ¢ o ! Douglas Center ‘_ . - ‘of" y° mEén they dom'trl‘(m?w eacn
.+ -Joe Louis Praises Bivins - | Plea Studied f

Champ Hit Hardin 'Cleyeland EXhibitiOH- : Funds for a new program at the

Y".
5.

devot-

who passed awa

y 1
, 1933 .
Y

e thy rest dear Mother

weet to

In your life we
| And, in death. w

i Children-Fowler,

tte, Booker

{
i

: {Douglas Park Community center,
> w. 18 (AP) - me,” the champion added. “Any-|’ :510-12 East Grove street, were re-
Gyﬁg}’;ﬁ:?d' C?:::lnpion Joelone who fights him has to be very| iquested from the Community Chest
. ldbels. Jimmy Bivins the|careful.” at a meeting of the Chest board
iflest_opponent he has faced so| WITH BOTH fighters using. 12-| {of dll‘eC‘tOI‘S Thursday afternoox} in
i his exhibition tour,” jounce gloves instead of the regu-| the offices at 303 South Wrigkt
Hon't know :why he shouldn’i|lation eight, Bivins _gpened a cut‘ street, »
~ontender if he gets serious|above Louis’ left eye in the second The request was submitted by
g training,” Louis said in roun_d. Joe received the w_ound' |Julius X. Davis, chairman of the
.Lgsing room last night after|originally Nov. 8 when },‘e acclden-5 icity recreation  and. playground
‘Ing in & six-round no-decision|tally pumped h‘ea}ds with Johnny| Eboard, and Richard R. Edwards,
iwith the Cleveland Negro. [Shkor in an exhibition at Boston.

ki h : ichairman of the Douglas center
\ threw two good right hand| The cut bled onlg' asgha%}xlztl?r’l ?I?et ‘advisory board.

el an’d I angw 1 vs}r’as hét,ﬂ?ut gll:?&s opened it u i~ The said the proposed new pro- t's alllov’,'able but not proper. Il;’

’ é;erenthald enoue to bother Bivins did most of the leadingz ‘gram is outside the scope of the . you didn't know the boy very well .

, L “[ [while Louis opened up only spor.! tax-supported activities carried on I don't think you should. 1 certainly |l .
 {adically. He almost dropped Biv-| {by the city recreation department, 7\\779}11dnt ever,

 ins with a right in the second when; |which operates the center.

| h AT i e o f . : ' :
‘the two were in 'a neutral corner. i Directors of the Chest, who had ‘ Klndergarten |

. " §' i The champion jabbed most of the previously declined to contribute
FOI‘ LaWheadl ltime and seemed content to take it directly to the center because it

Our i:oviig Mqiker
Lettie,

sreathe thy name.
loved you dearl
e do-the same.”

JAY LARSON EDITH
HS ' . HENSLEY

#

‘|other? Then I don't believe so, It's|¥
asking toq much of a girl to expect|f.
her to go out with a sctup like that. |§

‘EDITH HENSLEY, sophomorve: ;-

In loving memory of our

ed Mother

years ago, October 25

| “Peaceful b

i It is s

|
|
|
|

‘easy, but opened up suddenly .at! ‘is tax-supported, asked. for more
- eas a - . one point in the fifth and drove{ information on the program and a ee S .
An addition of four rooms’ al y ; ’ :

i Bivins to cover with a flurry off ‘detailed budget before reaching a
iiding| Tights and lefts. . decision. . - : ign-Urbana kindergarten |
5 pﬁdfe‘;f,‘,ﬁ‘,?jgng‘?&n‘ﬁtgi‘°at"uqﬂdsg‘; i ALTHOUGH THE exhibition was Warréen F. Sawyer, executive negg‘sﬁgig;gnto I;nee;1 its !l])udggetr:for’
::131 %neeﬁng. of the school board /@ no-decision affalr!.‘mawhmakeﬁ' secretary,. submitted a report on, ° the current school Year, it was re-!.
il soma time this week. ‘ Ia..;:g'gg ﬁgﬁgfnego:(zqgﬁ:sige gg p] ithe recent successful fund appeal’ . ported.at a meeting of the sponsors, ‘
;. X itt ] b ’ 4 . ' 60 persons,
oplon ot Sovhess viass hepoied the velrs Savered D | 1%, 4% clean wp wore ovfne| M 'ty sboul % ‘pesons: |
an inspe,cbon o awhui?( ! :y Ins by a 9 to 5 vote. However,{.".. . >"- I . ; S g R
aftgrr_zo@ tofg-ef@ﬂg-ﬂvg—--le LA Imost everyone agreed that- Louis|. : T
A R ition iws . {|had plenty in reserve. ’ ;
bullding or an addition was neces- I Cofis welghed 320 and had a 40.|!
;. dimer as‘1,‘ co ; pound _edge over Bivins, who ap-
jlchaliman, . said il was geverally [lpeared to be in extra good shape.
agrged thal’ “adding Jour rooms ||A crowd of 10,088 saw ‘the tbout% |
hlat 1he present - ime ‘seems most [|which produced a gross gate o
ot tho breser R " 0|$47,501. Louis réceived 35.per cent, R TN b
- cost ol this  project '.‘ Fa T T T - "‘:F; L})]"(;Ilé, Ga;, De
$125,00¢, . Basb 'said, Includ- /| i JTTR JEARINCY - | ' Five white men ‘wepe .
ihe. samo “building program |; JURY HEAR!NG i | foday. ‘and -held ‘und o of
) e an addition ‘at Switzer ’OLDSON SUIT e fmurder in the ambushislaying of and-disp
school, costirig around $230,000, ,Fvo N AW 4 o | Negro Robert Mallard Nov. 20, g ' \z n:-to child eed:
iSwitzer; - schools addition: was || £'! R DAMAGES 1 Malard was slain as .jle~-‘ap~i 1‘ing " the  garments ‘was{discussed
breviously :approved by voters but [{ ' A damage guit brought: by Emil| proached his home, 18 miles soijth-|| | 'Mrs. Ai'R. Turquette and.Mrs. Lo
sf1[that: was :ih- the- days - of the old :Qldsog against Frank Kunza ag al past of .Lyond: His widow , Amy| ° ise Brown are making arrange- ;
A district . e | POSULE 'OF a traffic decident on First’ ‘games Mallard,”said he.wag:K{lled| ' . ments. It is hoped to open the
S B ' e i ;Zvreet Was. being heard Wednes-| oy five or six robed but uiinasked ! shop before: Christmas, though a
i NEXT || Juroreimins being the actiga| e MR | site has not yet been found.
oy ul .were hearing the action : B e e St
N {brought be Oldson following- the! The arrests were announced by
accident . -on  November 7, 1947, [2Ph Delmar Jones of the Georgia
%g]ey inchuded Russell Elliott, 210 :;f‘-‘a; of H}Yesggation. They came
v i i f trus- est- Oregon street, Urbana; Stof- Alter Superior Court Judge Robert|; *
ersity. of mi]‘:;’l;, I.’gard_lgov 19, [|fer Frerichs, 106 East Clark street;| H. Humphrey: called the Toombs
¢éa will be leld Friday, Nov. 19, f lyyy, ™™ 0 Bast Clark Grove| grand jury into special session af
the Blackstone hotel, Chitago;| street; Charles Bengston, Long-| 10-a.m., Friday-to probe the Mal.
fr was announced today. _‘Vig’gfé Losto, Rantodii” Nel il lard murder, .
4 N . Rt oslo, Rantouli Nellis -M.| | Captain J T e e . & in |
e b . oot v | oo T80 ", ST | | Cten Toes ot hoe | 12 SN theatfle civen in
: e_eti__ng at 2 p. (;n : i - s the Philo;’ Agnes I Palmer, Sotw?g: “Spivey, 24; Herschel Sikes, 34, -and < Ed@iéa‘tiOn Dept. of Bronze Temple -
G?ofg‘-"l)&iit(’dd?f wa' ?}lz ot seph; - Charles - Gorman; ’Ra;n.toul, §B~ac?eyt Slké,s' 34, all of Lyons. and gave the very fine affair!
fon, a8 he will be in Leban and  Minnie: Roney,: 402 East Elm |, Cunty o thas sabsolved the Kulf | which wag a grand success. - |
ttending -~ a U.N.E.S.C,0, meet- [sireet, -~ -~ . . Klux Klan of t ¢islaying in a report . ‘
attending ANLESLL, " - C . to Grand Dragon:Samuel Green of f ~ This was given during the Nor-
mg, - {Atlanta, ) _ ' | mal Homecoming affair.

. f
- . {

Lawhead school, Champaign, will

ore W, -

e v 7 A et
==

KR Su S

i i‘JiTTENDS PARTY - .
. Sgt. and Mrs. Me Kenny of |
Chanite Field, Illinois, Mrs. Hal-
; lie Chatman Mr. and.Mrs, Ear-
éng‘sft Djckerson and Rev. M. Ray-
{ 'no attended the - affair given in

was high: score

PP —————

Mr. ;

T treovne s e et o o

RETURNS TO HINES, ILLS.

encouragement.

needs

Mz, Qg_le Nicholas, ;f East Park!
seeet ‘calobiated his 7 birthday |
homie last Banddy. - |

Mr. Alzert McKinley Jr. writes |
at the patients of Hines hospi-

Fanny Arrington and
Gloria,. _hay

| Johnnie Walfler at Vaughan hos- :
pital’ ward 53 is doing nicely and :
{ Mr. Jimmie Roberts was exspeec-
ted to be discharged in December. |;
: The hospital is badly in need of

Lo
| tal
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g0, important. {0 your dining

1 5CO) 1 His fiial tosts a) of  pl ! oit/ll find, this famous Ce %-a

gw, X : 2 y King He ' Y. o srdrt surroundings of a gréa

by big InstructoryMr, Robert 0 ‘ ' '

nnet on & ta,?}lg ,5?’;*? w wy: linen, gleaming separs

er glass and china. Central . diners’.
attends theseé. clasdes. t ~orL the .

gatd

SUMMER RECREATION LEADERS START PROGRAM

emnbers. O

nds’ and “m

of M
‘is the . proud mother
3 orn'_ '{Monday night inj
arnham. hospital. -
and Mrs, Oliver have sevar-|
er children, - Mr. Polking- |
his home by the

ie:

- Throughoﬂt “~the
ffhel Masonic

5l sandg of fr
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a taxi-

d at 10:
the 100

604 North
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were arreste
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Sunday
University
ge-

Chtipch of God
Murs, et
¢ and husband- in Chicag
gaat Wa

cab _drive_ s
1$12:50

ed. sutomer play.ae " Maurice | - ‘Walworth, . RS
‘bpened “Monday. afters ‘. park; Mary Crackel, West Side
en Charmpaigp pa g - o park; George Henderson, ouglas: ’k: third row,

1 Preceding Beardsley . park; Mrs, Jean ren; G@ga,on, S_<_:ot'§;, parks

. { program Lindley, “HBeardsley park;~and, -EHzabeth. trq‘sse'r,\.Scot_t“p
v 4 - training session Miss: Hazel Iungerich- (extreme! _Ernest Nelson, Dodglas paf
park supervisors in the right), recreation director; sec- Taylor, Thofnas, Doug 7]
¢ : i ' Nel 1é fted 1 styecent-

. of the city recreation ond Tow, Anthony 4 Sivitello, -

artment. The staff, read- Switzer park; Mrs. Victoria i S
““

the left, front Yow,. is Larson, -Switzei’: park; Roberta . |
i is park Bloom, Clark park; Bert J.S
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fifth, 1s not shown.

ot "f}’" )ﬂa&{b»»ﬂmd )
What?
This is the question to be answered in the Bible lecturs:

"L_Wheﬁ God Said Remember and the World Forgot,"

to be delivered at the

F After the.repast, a business meet-

ot |
-prescent, Howard Gray’s Clarence, | The two Negroes were arrested - In Champalgn Cras

BIBLE 'IRUTH INSTITUTE GOSPEL

Nothr ‘;ru st Street at Bast- Vlnw

Wiiryenc Vielcome

; O
e ae

y ] o fils Crossgp
e - (hihl(ehr’ .")U@Lo @;ﬁ Nesihw
[ OmL ’L!nUxmumt JD‘@ﬂ‘llhuw Pomb e «Crun
a\)\l/((w}mil?
ﬂ.hmu &»x,@:-v( L uif‘

H YA rrow Ileut "-Council‘Buy out
#if opganization, He also altended the,
¥l party of the canue tnp to Wis, uml'

Michigan, ’ " |ing administered td
After a program, in charge of 714" Norih' Ash street; -
Miss Beatrice Bailey, the family Ly The.fBrc}z]wn "tw;ma‘l:i s =f1n ]Eurnd
i g ‘ham cily hospital with-a-fractured
st down lo a  delicious repast, .cheek bone, broken nose, ‘swollen]- .|the- p051
; ’eyes, and numerous bruises. “Shel) | pointee:will fxll
ing was held, ending wili election 1w faken to the hospital in an am-|| |ed by resignation of Taylor T -
of ofticers. The following ul'l’icers, ‘bulance at 11:13 p. m, Monday as, who zcciptege: arl:gsi:t;ggh ‘:)t :
o ¥ ; . c
mere  eleeled:  Frank D, Gray,| - while still unconscious. exghl:htbgrﬁ e s?;tball o track |-
Springfield, President; Mrs. Ger-!; & 1In a signed statement {o police] ;| basketba . hools. Thom-|
pringhercs ! yetroit | [Edward Brown admitted “slap- teams in Danville schools. -
trude Mahoney Reed, I)etrmt,,;' |ping” the woman while they were as submitted his resignation  inj
Michigar, Vice President; Harold | 1 hite’ June, effective Sept. 15.
& | riding in an automobile. White’s|| tion board session isli
D). Gray, Te. seerctary; Howardl  statement, however, asserled that|: | The recggﬂ “"I‘n o ihe Tecreas
S. Gray, Gwumpaign, Treasurer | "Brown repeatedly beat and kick- ‘Set for T: tnfent'ﬁ ottice in the
Fred C." Gray, Washington, D, C ed her after they became embroil-{s | tion depgr
“Historian, ’ ’ ed in an argument, and desisted | city buil ing.
storis

only after White seized him'by the } Three Autos Damaga

The following families were throat and held him away.

Mrs. William Elmore ar/x_d‘.: wgi
sons of La Grange spent weekend
with parents Mr. and Mrs."vU.. S

Gray’s, Lewis Gray’s and Hugh ‘|at 2 a. m, today at the New York " " Three autos were damaged in a-
Bailey’s all of Champaign: Mr] ;|Central’ railroad’s shops, where[:- gollision at 8:40 a. m. Sunday, at'
; ‘ rold D. G nd t|they are employed, by Urbana po-|t | gnringfield avenue and State street.’ -
and  Mrs. Harole - Uréy, a |lice officers acting at the request Cars driven by Albert D. Hinés of
onald  Gray* Indianapolis; Mrsl| . il ot Champaign police. - ' »4rlington Helghts and Berpa i
eatricz Gray. Howard, Detroit, - ‘ gle, Jr., route 3, Champaign). ¢

MARRIAGE

Mr and Mrs. Ohm‘]es Glass, of
Eads St. announces the marriage

Mongone"y, ‘Ala. in the presence
of 75 relatives and friends. Aug.
1. The double ring ceremony- was

4 in the home of an -aunt. The de-

The bride was attired in a whlte
{ 1] dress and Elue acgessories, carryh
| ing a bouquet of red and white

ccusin and the bestman a cousm
* The hride chose for her going
‘away trip a pink suit  with blue
accessorigs; After a two weeks in

.’son of Rey. and Mrs. Johnny Plea-
!'sant sr. graduate of the Mont-
i gomery  High School class of 46
. He is employed as dietian in the
'}Central hosgital in Ala. The covp-
ile will be located at home 205 Mit-
'Schell St. Montgomery, Ala.

"RECENT ¥MARRIAGE

| The daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
'Fort Wesley, of East Vine St. be-
came the bride of Sgt Jcmaz

Wy, I, WL
(-)urmn Boeckdl imate  etiawe on
¥ n“im [CETE T OT VNI T M
i [ BT e
TSONERUCTONCIRTHE
RLTE
Whe, lwadeian]|

n
ity ulhy Hla

lwn l\'l&a‘
S Ilml. ﬁi‘iﬂ‘“

(m 1,iiii,g ﬁm,. ﬁilu ,mﬁhx-l fﬁdk LnL
witks. ¢ il

Michigan, MT i ' ther i, ,;nte)i‘csi!cﬁ(m
i The ‘second apnual reunion will| « ey 9 T c;sA

e held in Indfanapolis, July 29 w1

of. their newze  Miss Carrie Leef
‘White to. Mr. Johnny Pleasant.}
. . The ~eremony ‘taken place m’

| performed by Rev. Thomas Watts}

corations were roses ang glad:olas |
roses. The maid of honor was alil.
class ‘of 47, will -enter Ala, State i

lfeachers college and . take home|:
economics .this fall. " Mr. Pleasant|

-

WITH RELATIVES"

:Florida . ‘Mrs. Pleasants a grad-
u“te from the Urbana High School |

-,

~with relatives 5t Raeine

“ Urbana'is

i
]

barents Mr. and ‘Mrs. Horace Long;

1st Lt. Wendell Long, visited with
f East Washington. -




‘served ds hosts and hostesses

B

0 GLASS"CENTE?R GIVES“AWARDS

. Mrs. Leonard Jones, -left, pre
| “sents. awards to’ Workers at Douc-,
Iass center ‘during a arty glven"
“in’honor of voluntee :

- -

" lected for awards after consider
'; tion of hours wi orke’d gen
‘ershlp and. behavxor and gener

tivity . leaders Ad helpers dunno
the cénter’s Wmter sedson. Recelv-
ng the awards, ate, left to right, .
" Charles Robertson, Levi Dav1s and

Wielvm Penn. These three’ were se-

(Photo. by Gene Su s)
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In Memoriam

DR. HARRY D. ELLIS
1894 - 1946

TREASURER., FUNDS RAISING COMMITTEE.

MEMBER BUILDING COMMITTEE.
MEMBER ADVISORY BOARD.

3

o
'PROGRAM
. SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1946.

Julia Walden Valentine,
" Director of Musie.

i “Negro National Anthem” .......... James Welden Johnson

: Community Chorus and Audience.
Pl‘ayer ............ cevrarnaaeean Rev. M. A. Crowder.

" ePve Got a Robe" ..... ceeeen " Arranged by Willa Townsend .
“Wade in the Water" Peveene Arranged by Edward Boatner :

.Community Chorus - Charles Latham, Sololst
Thank. God for a Garden” ... ieee.eeeeeens i+ Del Rexgo :
- Mrs. Thelma Holloway B :

Could’t Hear Nobody Prny" devereneind Edward Boatner\:

Mrs Hattie Wmfleld, E
- Soloist. '

rranged by Edward Boatner :
Mrs 'I'helma Holloway, Soloist.

"Thme Alone" e eeieienieassrnesesnnnes '..Vlctor Herbert' y
‘ Mr Charles Latham

It's M " : Arranged by Wllla Townsend
Community Chorus Mrs. Thelma Holloway, Soloist. :

O'Deyme Redeemer” (Prayer) leeissreassia.ees. Gounod .
Mrs. Hattie Winfield. . ..~ . ,

"Klng J'esus is a Listing” SOOI William A. Dawson
. Commumty Chorus

Remarks. KRR SO e Director of Douglas Center
We are Chmbmg Jacobs Ladder”...... Community Chorus

B i b e



' PROGRAM
. SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1946.

o Julia Walden Valentine,
. - Director of Music.

. “Negro National Anthem” ......... James Welden Johnson

~ Community Chorus and Audience.
?rayer gesgrer fencasnsnucransaasnass Rev. M. A. Crowder.

" “Pve Got 8 Robe” ..... ++ee.. Arranged by Willa Townsend .

*Wade in the Water” ....... Arranged by Edward Boatner
- .Community Chorus Charles Latham, Sololst

Thank. God tor a Garden” . ek Del Relgo i

3 - Mrs, Thelma Hollo'way ) :
uld't. Hear N obody Pray" Cereneneied Edward Boatner:

unlty Chorus ...'..Mrs Hattie Wmﬁeid.'f
SER ; AR Soloist. ;
Low ..o . Arranged by Edward Boatner ‘

AT e Mrs ‘Thelma Holloway, Soloist.
“Thme Alone" .' ‘ ..Vrctor Herbert .

Mr. Charles Latham

It's Me” ‘L:i Arranged by Willa Townsend
Community Chorus Mrs. Thelma Holloway, Soloist.

Devme Redeemer” (Prayer ) i ieeiereenns Gounod
; . . Mrs. Hattle Winfield. . . o ;
'., ng Iesus is a Llstmg". e reesirana, William A Dawaon,

Commumty Chorus.
I S S Director of Douglas Center
i “We are Chmblng Jacobs Ladder”...... Community Chorus




DOUGLAS COMMUNITY CENTER

SIXTH AND GROVE STREETS




\

. CHORUS |

Soprano - LT e
Marie Smith = "+ Thelma Hollowsa
Hattie Mae Winfield, : .+, Hassie Wells : -

Odelia Wesley - <t ¢ " Dorothy Ransom

Pauline Cockran " ;: S Willie Mae ' Willj

Amie Clark o R ERER
" Ella Williams

Susie Patterson .

Luvada Bowles .

Lovie Anderson .
" Lucy Jess Gray -
* Odessa Lasghley

Emma Liddell -
Lillie Smith
Neppie Donaldson .
Louise McClendon

Mary B. Jones .- [ ;i
.Y " Bassand Tenor

Osborne G. Monroe "= ' ' . .

Charles H. Browne RECE

Phillip Milliner
Charles Latham
Theotto Bowles

. Catherine Humphrey : "'
+ Pauline Johnson
Jean Clark
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NDrunlass Center is npen for activities
from 1:00-10.00 P.m. daily fMunday chrougis
friday.

AW s 5

Staff Members:
Mmr. Augustus C. Williams, Director
Mrs. Gloria Burks, Assistant Director
Mr, Arthur Davis, Jr. Assistant Direcor

e T Wy g
“

e e

Douglass Center Adult Council Members

Reverend Morris Clark, Chairman
‘ Mrs., Wanda Smith, Secretary
\ ‘ Mr., Prentis Howell .
' ’ Mmr. Sylvester Sayles
Mr. Richard R. Edwards
mr., J. W. Pirtle
Mrs. Steve Friend
Mrs, .Ella Williams
mrs., Joe Jackson
: mr, John Pickel
P Mrs. Myrtle Taylor
P ‘ Reverend J. E, Graves

‘ Champaign Recreation Board

mr. E. H. Mellon, President

mr, Seely Johnston, Secretary-Treasur.
L mr. Julius X. Davis
e : Mr. Verne Scott
e Mr., Donald Brasnan

New members are welcome. We need your
help.




HI5TURY

Mors than twe c¢zcades ago, a group of
citizens concerned about our community united
their efforts toward the establishment of

a
community building.

FERVASR WY 4

: 1

In 1943, after this group had secured the 4
space adjacent to Douglass Park for a build-
ing, a .committee headad by Raymond M. Scott,
vegan to seek ways to obtain’'financial '
agsistance. Others on the committee were
-ecil D. Nelson, Homer L. Chavis, Charles F.
‘ettiford, and Alvin Forwswkl, Requests were
nade to the Home and War Chest, Champaign
lecreation Board, City of Urbana, and the
“ederal Security Agency. ‘

Lyle Gallivan, who was executive
shairman of the Champaign - Urbana Home and
lar Chest, formulated and developad a =
so-operative plan for the center, which
:ould alsa be used as a servicemsns' center,

In order to secure federal funds, local
lonations were necessary and committees were
"ormed to work on this community plan.

A Douglass Center Council was organized }
:0 guide the planning and to assist the '
yviginal group. Mr. R. [, Scott served as 4
iresident, Mrs, Odelia Wesley was the
secretary,

[lr. Ray Hines accepted the chairmanship *
it the campailgn coamittee, Mrs. Edna Diffay
las sanretary, arnd Pr, Harry D, Ellis was the
TREESLUT 20,

W,

[Y Crearitly Zenter Crive Lommiceee had

. i . -d R
) fficers: Chairman, Mr. RlCh?td .
Egizidg,‘assisted oy Mr. Alvin Fox®well, Wr,
L. P, Diffay, mr. Cecil Pope, and Dr. H. D.
Ellis.

: ng the many people helping out in
innugggagle ways, specia} he%p came From\Mr.
Al Rivers, Sr., Mrs. Alvin D}Ffay, Mr. Geqrge
Wc Combe, and Mr. Julius Davis, Mr. Seely
Johnston, Mr, James Heffernan. :

The government would furnish $18,500 if.
the community could raise $14,100.

edaes were made in these amounts:
%2,53% F%om the Home and War Chest, $3,500
from the Champaign Recreation Department,
$2,000 from the City of Urbapa. The
balance came from socme donations from
individuals a few organizations and surplus
community chest funds.

Assurance of donations was certain by:f
September, 1943 and once the federal grant
was cleared, construction began,

Douglass Center was dedicated as a build
ing for community use in September, 1945,
It was the result of a recognition of Fu?ure
needs by a small group of people living in
the area, who in turn appealed to other
community minded individuals throughout the
city,

A number of those who gave of their
time are no longer with us, Many are still
here and are highly estemed. 7To this group,
and to all who have helped through the years,
we say Thank Ycou,.




FROGRAM

Pleoge of Alleniance

Opening Song

Invocation
Welcome

Introduction of Speaker

Song

Speaker

Remakrs

Recognition of former
directors

Benediction

% '/

XL T
Bﬂyﬁﬁﬁg% Tocop #100
fir. Otis Scott, Scout
NMlaster
E8%6%, mount Olive
Baptist
Reverend J. E. Graves
Rugustus C. Williams
Mrs. Odelia Wesley
Joseph E. Braves, Jr,
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By STEVE BAUER -
, News-Gazette Staff Writer ,
Walter C. Smith Jr., chosen as
"Citizen of the Year" for 1991, is
looking forward to the new year.
Smith, 42, was honored for his -
contributions to a better communi-
ty by the Concerned Citizens for
Better Neighborhoods at their
annual Christmas dinner on Dec.
19.
“My major thing is to try to
develop a future for these kids,

something positive they can carry

over into their lives,” he said.
 Smith is in his sixth year at the

Fredrick Douglass Center, 512 E.

Grove St., C. He became facilities

supervisor two years ago and pre- -

viously served as assistant to Nate
Dixon for four years. The Cham-
paign Park District facility has a
full-size gymnasium and offers a
wide range of recreation pro-
grams. ‘
With Smith’s leadership, the
center will offer a 500-mile walk-
ing and jogging club, ballet and a
wilderness adventure outing. Oth-
er new programs are a popular
church league basketball and mid-
night basketball programs for
young men, a drum corps and a
pre-school gymnastics program. -
Smith said a new $37,000 floor

being installed at the center’s
gymnasium will be a great invest-
ment for the community.

" Vera Wesley, organizer of the
north Champaign neighborhood

". the youth and elderly living -

improvement group, said some of
the programs Smith has begun
have helped make a difference for
around Douglass Park.

 “He works very well with the
senior citizens and the children,”
Wesley said. “His eyes just light
up when he talks with the chil-

‘dren. It’s the same way with the

senior citizens. He treats them
like his mother.”

Local residents enjoy working
with Smith and respect him, she
said. ~ ‘

. “Everybody we award, they go
beyond the call of duty,” Wesley
said.

Smith studied physical educa-
tion at the University of Illinois.
He began working with the Special
Olympics program in 1981 and
helped developed a fitness pro-
gram for the Special Olympics
athletes.: .

In 1983, he was chosen to
coach the state Special Olympics
teams at the national competition.

“That was quite an honor,”
Smith said.

The most exciting thing about
working with Special Olympics
athletes, Smith said, is watching

- some people discover talents they

didn’t even know they have. .
“T enjoy. working with kids,”

Smith said. “They are our future.” -

Recreation and sports pro-
grams are one way for some

_youths to develop self-discipline
‘and learn teamwork, he said. The

tutorial programs also help devel-
op academic skills and self-
esteem. .

He also has served as track
chairman for the state Amateur
Athletic Union and coaches a sum-

‘mer track club on his own time.
.Smith’s son, Sedrick Davis Smith,

a sixth grader at Champaign’s
Franklin Middle School, is a state-
ranked distance runner.

He and his wife, Dean, also
have three girls — Shalena, Erica
and Ebony.

Smith played baseball and
football as a youth and then com-
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News-Gazette photo by Robert K. O'Daniell
Walter Smith, facilities supervisor at Cﬁampaign's Douglass Center,
has been chosen "Citizen of the Year' by the Concerned Citizens for
Better Neighborhoods.
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100-yard dash, long jump and shot
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Douglass Center’s
segregated origins -

To the editor: L
In a recent article in honor of |

black history, the headline stat- l ‘

ed “Civil rights efforts tied to

soldiers.” After reading the arti- ':

cle, you might wonder: What . /

soldiers? The article shown in

the picture was a publication in s

«Through The Years” an

African-American history in . L

Champaign County. Itcon- .
cerned the fact that black sol- .
diers from Chanute Field were
not welcomed at the USOin .
downtown Champaign. A center ‘
was provided for them in the
two basement rooms at Law-
head School. It became known -
as the Lawhead Servicemen’s :
Center and was under the direc-

tion of the Champaign Recre- - :.:‘5

- ation Department.

Later, a committee composed

Jof chairman Raymond Scott,

Cecil D. Nelson, Homer Chavis,
Charles Pettiford and Alvin
Foxwell raised $3,000 in the
black community and pur-
chased the lots at the corner of
Sixth and Grove streets. With
the help of the Community War
Chest and federal funds, the
Servicemen’s Center was built
with the stipulation that it -

 would be deeded'to the city of .
Champaign at the end of the
war. Thus it became Douglass -
Center. ,

ERMA S. BRID GEWATER
Champaign

'
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

TFhe otaff and volunteers cf

condially invite you to be cur speciak
guest at the Finot (nnual Douglass
Community Center Black Ftistory

of Blach histony and cubtuwre that i
wie to. instill a sense of undenstanding
and pride.

Our program witl begin promptly at
5:00 pm aon

Sunday, February 21,1999 at the

Frederich Douglass Community Center

512 €. Guove St., Champaign, I L.



FOREWORD

THE '‘HOWARD ROOM' OF DOUGLASS COM ITITY
CENTZR OF CHAMPAICH A'D URBANA IS THE GIFT
OF MR. LIARTWELL C. HOWARD. IT WILL SIRVE
AS A METTING PLACE A'D AS AN OPPORTUITITY TO
DISCOVIR AND DEVELOP TG TAITZHTS OF ALL
aG3S. :

MR. HOWLRD IITQUIRTD OF THE 'STATE! VAT
THPROVT /3. T3 THAY T7QUGLT . COULD IAKI.
TITT VHOUIARD ROOM' JAS TS PORZEMCST-OTIIRS
ATD BLIACFIRS FOR CUR PARK, REDDCOLITICE OF
TUS LOBY, AYD A PIAHO.

SITR0SITY B LS, SUCH L
TO TrO&T: WHO PLIACTICE Al *RT
TITOSZ VO DRIVE L TRADI;DISC
BY A TIWIDRID STCRITS; TaCT, TRIZD 1WA
PICUS D TN DARRASSMINTS; AMD W D MOItE
IMPORLANT HERALZAIN CHEIZRFULINSSS LD COOAGE,

T~ hond AT n
2L

Lo sJooLT
UDYER OO

S

Arimr s mraamm
[ETICT, TNSTED
m 4

GRATI™DE IS BUT A LAMD SEFTINIE ;TS
SITE TTEIY ART DXPRESSAD AL CFIR. Lhl

EF3.RRASSING THAI WELCOME: 2UT 230 W MUST
337 PORTE OURS TO MR. HARTWELL C. =CUiD.

B WZVIR FOARID IT WCULDIWT GO THRU,

BUT 110W W& SEE TII% DRIAM COiE TAUS.

YGU MY ASK WHY, THO YOU'RD TFE CLUEL,

FOR IT Wi)S DO BECAUSE OF YOU.

WE MADT REQUESTS, YOU HEZARD TS CALL,
YOUR GIFTS AMND AID, TMCSZ L'RGE LD SMALL,
WRRD POOLTD AS O, TO STUNT .. FiLLs

SO g CLIMBZD 0N BICAUST OF YOU,

AUD SO TQDAY YOU Z=.CH HAY CHETR,
.0 SE THE ROOM TH'T I3 BUILT HiRE.

A'D PLEAST BELTEVE B LRE SIVCIRE,

TO SAY IT'S sLL-BICLUSE

OF YOU. rpp gTZ
’11:2&-/ -

PROGRAM _OF  THR DIEDICATION

MASTER OF CoREMONIZS.....MR. R. EDWARDS
SUNDAY AFTIRIIOON, MARCH L, 1956
! AMERICA! '

INVOCATION. .. ... GREV, A. PARKS

MUSICAL SEINCTION. ,AIRMT STCOND CLMSS
' LUTIZER MOORE

REMARKS. 2 evvves oo DR, MELLON

INTRODUCTION OF MR. HOWARD-DR. MELLON

MUSICLL SZLLCTION...MARY I‘i‘[lLEY

DEDICATORY ADDRZESS..TAYLOR THOMAS

BENEDICTION. . eveunes RTV. L. PARKS
OPEN HOUSE
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"Works agency
-was disclosed

T $32.600 projec.

THE NEWS-GAZETTE

RATURDAY.

fa42.

SELTEMBER 4.

Seek Federal Aid For $32,600

Recreational Center
- For Colored Servicemen

EXPECT 814,100
70 BE DONATED
BY COMMUNITY

Balance Sought From
Government; Chest,
Recreations Board
To Contnbute

Bd\ed on a pla.n of wnnnumty_‘
for

(oopt.muon an ._11)pluat1011,
fedeval assistance in counstructing
a  Champaign-Urbana  recreation
center for colored service men
will be submitted to the Federal
early next
Saturday.
propuses a
requests that
furnish

Fhe application
and
the federal zoverument
$18.500. 14
name of the city of Champaigu.
signed by Commissioner Roger E.
Zombro. mayor pro tem. who said
it had the approval of all council
members.

Lyle Gallivan, executive secre-
tary of the Home -and War Chest.
who formulated and developed
the cooperative plan, sald it is
proposed to raise the community’s
$14.100 shave of the cost by con-
tributions from individuals in
bhoth  Champaign and
fund-raising campaign to be cou-
ducted amoug colored citizens by
their leaders, a $2.500 allotment
from the Jlome and War Chest.
and a 33,500 expenditure hy the

Champaign city recreation de-
partment. N
Approval Expected

“Qfficials of the Federal Works
agency and the Federal Security
agency have assured me there is
good reason to expect the appli-

cation will be approved hy them.
1t must also he approved by the
‘War department
Production Board.”

and the War

. cand
week, it

was submitited in the

Urbana. a.

intended 10 [l (he

While war
time recrveation needs of colored
service men, the puilding iy he

a permanent structlye and, aceopd.
ing to the application. wij Tserve
the surrounding cOmMMunity afrep
the war.”

Zombro said. howevir, the appli-
cation flatly states tha! the commuy-
nity will he unahle to beax the cost
of the-servicemen's celiter without
Tederal assistance. NpW pending
before the same fedelal agencies
asked to provide the building funds
is a cily application v $5.800 to
operate ‘the existing Lawhead

school servicemen’s cekter for the’

next eight months. :

Woulid Replace Lawheid

lL the. propesed new recreation
“hnilding s erected. it ;\nll Jeplace
the Lawhead center -

seribed as "inadequate.“g The rec-
reation department’s ependitures
federal assistanceiwould bhe
diverted to the new bLi;ilding.

Colored citizens alresly have ac-
quired two vacant lots 4 Sixth and
Grove streets, immedately adja-
cent to Douglas park. ! They will
furnish the site as a ‘ﬂlt of their
centribution.

Gallivan said civie J‘,eaders and
officials in Urbana have voiced fa-
vor of the project and assured
their support in raising Trbana's
share of the local contribution.
The Home and War Chest direc-
tors have included $2.300 in their
budget for the projecy and the
members of the city recreation
board were reported to have
pledged 3$3.500 from their funds.
Gallivan declared he wag optimistic
that the balance of the §14,100 can
be raised by donationg from indi-
viduals and organizaticns.

~ consisting .
ouly ol two small ruons .and de-’

o] FROM GROUNS

One-Story Building

Preliminary architectnral plans
call for a oue-story bnilding of -
councrete - blocks.: with- an over-all
size of X0 by T0 feet. [1x principal
feature would be a 37-hy-68-L00L as- ~-
sembly room plus a writing room.
libvary, ofice. Xitchen, and (oxlel:
It was estimated it could be com- "y
ple ted within four months.

In_the application, costs
broken- down as follows: Land.
$1.000; contracts, $25.000: equip- -
ment, $4.000; contingencies. . $1.-
und:  engineering. . architectural,
and otber jees, $1,400; and legal
expenses, $200. ) N
As he signed the applicitions ror
the “city,  Commissioner Zombro
said Mavor George ), Bahh ]1‘1(1 ox=
pressed hig intention of “doing so
hefere his sudden illuess and on-
evation Thursday. The -council is
in complete agreement, the acting
mayor asserted.

“The whole deal is off,” Zombro

were

 Gallivan Plans
- New Plea for

Coloréd Certter

FWA Approves
Negro Center
Project Here

Chicago regional office of the
Federal Works Agency has approv-
ed the $18,500 federal grant for the
proposed $32,600 Negro community
center for northeast Champaign,

Lyle H. Gallivan, executive secre-
tary of the Home and War Chest,
announced today.

Sanction of the regional office
of the Federal Security Agency was
announced -previously. The project
application was forwarded today to
Washington, D. C., for approval of
the main office oI the _ Federal
Works agency, but this is largely a
formality ‘as the indorsement of the
regional FWA office is tantamount
to final approval from that agency.

However, the War Production

board must grant its consent for the -

erection of the building because.of
the critical materials involved, and

-hall 35 by 68 feet,

Gallivan said this is probably the
largest remaining hurdle before the
federal grant can become a reality,
. Concurrence of the War depart.
ment also is needed to signify its
value as a military project as the
proposed center would serve tg
provide for the recreation needs of
colored soldiers in this area for the
duration of the war,

Erection of the building is also
contlngent upon obtaining $14,100
in donations here. The Hocne and
War Chest has pledged $2,500 if its
campaign for funds in November is
Successful and the remainder is to
be raised by solicitations in Urbana
and Champaign and among the Ne-
gro residents,

Colored persons obtained suffi.
cient froney in a drive last Year tc
purchase two lots for the site for
the building at Sixth and Grove
streets, just opposite Douglas park,

The building would be of con-
crete block or similar lightweighi
masonry construction, 82 by 63
feet and would provide a large
and smaller
rooms for library, reading room,
kitchen, office, showers and lava.
tories, :

. community _center

ecutive secretary of
and War Chest
nounced today.

Approval has been thhheld by‘
Works

agency on the ground that the war-
. conrected need is insufficient, he

officials of the ~ Federal

Federal officials have thus far
declined to approve a federal grant
. for ‘the construction of a Negro
" in ndTTheast,
.Champaign, Lyle H. Gallivan, ex-
; Home
association, an-

the

must approve the project as the
building would serve as a.recrea.
tion center for Negro soldiers until
after the war, has'ruled there are
not enough colored troops current.
ly stationed. at Chanute erld to
justity the expense, -

‘New Evidence’ Ready
However, Gallivan said that he
' and others interested in the proj-
eet are comtinuing to press the re-
quest for federal funds and "are
planfing to present ‘new . evi-

said, “if the community fails to explained, . dence” on the need: for the proj-
raise its share of the cost.” The War department, which ¢t
EVERY SUBSCRIBER SHOULD FILL OUT A OA.RI? DIVISION 3 : ?
Name — STANDARD OF GIVING
. IF ANNUAL
Busineas INCOME IS GIVE
less than $ 1,200 %%
| Pl i
Res. Address 8000 :gg 8,000 . 3%
[ " = " ,000 to $10,000 49,
. . . . L

In consideration of the gifts of others, I Promise to pay THE SUM OF 3aF Dq;cl)gi GIF’I“:Sen& 310,000 and over . 5%

——to the ___

Payable in__

0 Quarterly [0 Monthly [0 Weekly
By payroll deduction . . . ..-[]

SIGNED.

or

Cb NEGRO SERVICEMEN'S CENTER DRIVE
o For the Year Ending October 31, 1943

installments; as follows—Beginning Nov. 1, 1942

*

ion

CASH OR CHECK PAID

Dollars

Cents

You May

BALANCE DUE

Dedignale - -

By collector
To Fund Office—303 South anht Street, Champaign, Illinois . .

- Dollars Cents On Other Side
. e e e = of This Card
AUDITOR *

Address to which
mail is to be sent _

Over — Use receipt on
other side of this stub

Sub'scription obtained by.

Date

Address

RETURNS.

SUBSCRIPTIONS MAY BE DE-
DUCTED FROM INCOME TAX

for amount pledged

and paid.
|

(OVER)




THE EVENING COURIER

THE EVENING COURIER

PROPOSED NEGRO COMMUNITY CENTER

GROUND BROKEN FOR NEGRO COMMUNITY CENTER

This architect’'s sketch pre-
sents a tentative conception of
the proposed Negro community
center which may be erected at
the northwest corner of Sixth
and Grove streets if the sub-
scribers to the Home and War
Chest approve the allocation of

Thursday, November 30, 1944

part of :he Chest surplus for
such a project. The one-story
‘building, construction of which
might bi - possible in 1945 un-
tain’ a lerge meeting or social
der prioriti:s promised by the
federal government, would con-
hall, kit:hen, library, reading

room, showers, etc. The site,
adjacent to Douglas.park, has
, already been. acquired” by the
Negro residents who: have ac-

cumulated  some funds  for .a-

center. An additional amount is
promised through private sub-!

estimated to be required for ify
_~erectiofi. Amount to be con?
- tributed by the Home and War’
“hest, _if the ,s,ubscrige'rs--ffapl
piove, will-bet about $15,000,
Rgies eSS

scription on the total o£'$30,0®, :

Subscribers Asked to Ap-
' prove Grant From Sur-
. plus Funds.

Allocation of $15,000 or more in
Home and War Chest funds to pay
approximately half the cost of
erecting a Negro community center
in northeast Champaign will be un-
dertaken if the proposal merits the
gpproval of the subscribers to 1_:he
Chest, Lyle H. Gallivan, executive
secretary, announced today.

A petition requesting the alloca’l-
tion of a portion of the Chest's
surplus for a Negro community
center was presented Wednesday
evening to the executive committee
of the Home and War Chest. It
bore the names of more than 300
subseribers.

$15,000

Gift to

"~ (Colored Center

The executive committee ap-
pointed J. G. Thomas and Prof. G.
L. Jordan as members of a special
committee to take the proposal
presented in the petition. to the

Chest subscribers. More than 13- .. . ..

000 letters asking zhe .subscribers'
‘views on the requ~s* will be mailed

out shortly.

Cost M>y Be $30,000

Cost ot  th=

Negro community

center is estimated in th> neigh-
borhood of $30,000. Several thous- :

and dollars raised preyio@sly for
such a project are _aval‘lapl ;1o be

vived project.

.~ added_to tke proposed Home and

- Chest May Make

War "Thest contribution, and the
xecutive committee has been as-
sured the remainder needed would
probably be forthcoming locally,

Of the funds collected earlier for
the center project, part was raised
by the colored residents under a
committee headed by Ray Scott
with Richard Edwards as chairman
of the. campaign, :

The colored citizens also ac-
quired at that time two lots at the

northwest corner of Sixth and ¥

Grove streéts, adjacent to Douglas
park, as the-site for such a center.

These two lots give a total area of -

132 feet by a 132 feet,
As a result of its 1944 campaign
conducted in the fall of 1943, the

_Community Chest had set aside $2,-

500 for_a Néegro community center,
which is also available for the re.

additional funds
qui;;-ed above those
) : Chest sources or
2lready on hand is proposed to be

. procured in a drive among the col-

ownspesoie,

Battle Veteran
Breaks Ground
| At New Center

Consummation of the communi-
ty's long-cherished hope for a Ne-
gro community center was signal.
ized Sunday afternoon as between
125 and 150 spectators gathemed in
the cold February sunshine to wit-
ness the breaking of ground for
the building at 510-512 East Grove
street,

Honor of turning the first bit of:
earth went to Sgt. George Evans,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Evans,
504 East Tremont street, He is
home from 28 months in the Medi-
terranean theater of operations
wearing campaign ribbons with
four battle stars.

Achievemnent of the plan for the
center, together with the recrea-
tional possibilities its erection pre-
sages, was hailed in brief talks
by Richard Edwards, chairman of z
the campaign for funds among they
Negro residents, and R. A. Stipes;

_Jr, member of the Home and War.

Chest building- committee, ¢

hay Scott, president of the s
Douglas Community Service or.”
ganization, introduced - Mayors’
George J. Babb and George F.'
Hurd, the members of the Home¢
and'War, Chest building commits
tee,-members of the Champaign
recreation and playground board,
and others interested in the pro-
ject.

Rev. M. A. Crowder, pastor of»
the C. M. E. church, gave the in-¢
vocation, and Rev. B. J. Bayne of ¥
the Salem Baptist church, the benes
diction®

Dr. L. P. Ditfay was the master?
of .ceremonies. » After Sergeant
Evans had disposed of the initial
«clump of ground, memberz of the
Home and War Chest building com-
mittee, led by Mrs. L. T. Gregory,
took a turn at the task.

E. N, DeAtley, Champaign con->
tractor, will begin work within-
the next two weeks if the weather’
permits. Last minute revisions in
plans are still being carried
through. The latest addition is an
enlargement of shower facilities.

VAE U AL I s e e st o= -




»
G
N
W




Ouder of Euents - Who Said ¢?

Welcome . “1 freed hundreds of
. . slaves and could have freed
Black National Anthem hundreds more if they had
Three Sounds of Soul R known they were slaves.”
Omnimov Dance Troupe o “If there is no struggle,

there is no progress.”
Special Presentations |
“ Up you mighty race, ac-

Gospel Choir complish what you will”

Pilgrim Missionary

Baptist Church “ A sure way for one to lift

himseif up is by helping to

Musical Selection lift someone else up.

{"&Thrii ?p/unds of Soul | “ Learn to see...listen...and
ity W S | think for yourself.”
Community Address | -
Cleveland Jefferson e “ There is no future for a

people who deny their

| Refre,shments Served 5 “ don’t pray when it rains
if you don’t pray when the
Thss program is in memory of Jertre Rfo- ' sun shines.”

des, Irma Bridgewater; Joyce Phillzps Na-
thaniol Banfs Sr, Steven Blasingane and”
Lhie countless others wiho kave
tirelessly served the
Douglass Park, Community

g CHAMPAI?

™NITDIMAT
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Dauglass Community Center

uglass Community Center was known as Neighborhood
iblished in 1934, it was located at 503 East Washington

Douglass Community Center was moved to a house on the
yuglass Pork and Tremont Streef. A new Douglass Commu-
was built and dedicated in 1945. It was used as a USO
lack servicemen from Chanute. The cost of the building

0.

'Douglass Community Center was built in 1975-76 ot a
1,705,

‘tors of Douglass Community Center
water  Taylor Thomas
Ison James Jones
{ Poui Hursey
illioms  Booker T. Ford
ht Percy Gordon
Walter Smith
ti{current)

Ud lifte te extend cur gratitude to....

and Joe Deluce of the Champaign Park District for their
tith in our programs

;s Annex Seniors for their support and guidcnce

Advisory Committee for your never-ending support

is Center Advisory Committee for your tinie and your guid-
eague of Champaign County for your continued commit-
ke changes inthe Douglass Community -

of Champaign County for its steady leadership
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L News-Gazette Photo by Ron Beckley
n, left to right,” are Mrs. Raymon‘d }
f the.fc_)unders; Mrs.

DOUGLASS FOUNDERS. tio

°'Several of the _original comrmittee and Scott, wife of one o
istaff of ~Douglass ‘Community Center Edna Diffay, past cecretary;-Richard
; lebration Edwards, past board chairman; Taylor
st director; and Odelia Wes- :
. \

“were. honored :Stind‘ay at’a ce _
of the 20th anniversary of the founding ° ‘Thotnas, first
' of the center. Pictured’ at’ the celebra- ley, past secretary. . :




ND BROKEN FOR
1 'OMMUNITY (/H'\TER :
{" Betwecn 125 and 160 persons, con-
Uoregatingat the corher ofS€ixth and
rove Stréets Sunday aftsrnoon wit.
inessed’ theé ceremony as Sgt, George
¥Evans, -flanked by civie leaders and
st .officials, broke grouna for the
' 435,000 Negro community center
ifor Champaign Prbana. Sergeant
‘Evanis ievently -finished 28 months
of overseas service. Reading from
thp Jeft “are Alvir Foxwell Mrs L.
. egocy, Isaag Kuhn, A. H
aT Lybygr,. . Mayor Gemgp F, Hurd,
rLyle,,I-_I‘ Gallivan, Sergeanut Evans,
Mayor George " J. Babb, . Righard
Cecil Nclsnn. Rav . bcntt

ctartedg vnthn lhe next twu we(ks
by E. N. DeA"lY, t“hamr).u»"n con.’
tractor of the weather .is favora,ble

‘Tn the shori cetemno!-s that” pre-;
ceded the digsiig. Tchart piwards!
chairman of the. Douglas Communi.:,
ty Service. orziizaticn’s cany aigr’
(-nmnn-tee YaL. bpd thaviertorte o
provide the -u''ng s ‘arte T mor
than 18 menbhs ago and wele € Ne
{inued despite -w.any cx f1-.'ies
Thaenks People !

The $35.000 oa1'time.-Became oS -
sible, Edwards pointedout, when
the Champalzn Countv Home and,
War Chest add:d $17,(00 to the- fund
that was contiivtsed by uﬁzens of
both races.

‘Edwards tha.ﬂmd “people of both
,races” and . ded'iated , the building

‘ L 6 oqay-ou “hop@of |

Speakmg from the Home and ‘War.

("hosf R. A. Stipes, jr., said the Chest
contrxbutiop was' “<mall “camipared

‘lo the effork made by the coiored
citizens. He expressed hope.that the:
k‘uﬂdmg will be used “for -all pur-

~oses.”

Title to the hulldm will be held
hy the Champaign Civie foundation
The center will be operated under
the supervision of the Campaign
‘recreaticn - commission. but a, com-
_mittes of coloréd 011;: NS w111 ta.ke
an, ac.xve palt
Prmntles Granted

© B, N. DeAtley, general rontractor
for the project: said Munday that
ahout 90 days will ‘be required to
complete the- job. Work - will be

A i

slow, he pointed out, until materials’

.ave receivedy<bub all necessary . prl-

‘ dritxes have been: granted

e,

Intrasuce during -Lhe groundbreak.
g ceremory were Lyle H Gallil
vaty,” Professor A. H. Lybser
L. T. Gregory. Dcetor H..D. Ellis,

and Tssac, 'Kuhn, memebers of the

hmlding eommitted: D, L. Hux-
Secly ; Johnston. and (‘r.('il
Nelson, . members of the reaction
commission; Mayors George J.
Lull 2nd Geoige F, Hurd; Archi-
tect Ralph XKelley; and ]JeAtlev

Ray Scott, president of the Douglas
Sérgeant

orgam?a,tion preeented
Bvans with the spaide, and Doctoy
L. B: Diffgy served a8 maste‘ of
cerethoniés. < .. H

omgeanr Evans son of Mr and’

Mrs, Arthur E.rans. 504 East Tre-

mont Street wears four battle stars -

for, major. angﬂgeme(nﬁ in Nozth
Africa and slcily

Mrs,

e e T s+
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~ Dedication cerembonies for the
... $35,000 Douglas community cen-
v ter, 510-12 East Grove. street,
. drew a capacity crowd to the
Co ¢ building’s - auditorium ‘Sunday
'y = afternoon. .~ Speaking ‘is Ray-’

the four-year struggle for . 're
alization of th

mond M. Scott, who recounted

3
kY

¢ Seated in “the backgroind of -
the speaker’s platform, reading
from ‘the left, .are Richard R.
Edwards, chairman of the ad-
vicory committee and master
:0f ceremonies for Sunday’s pro-
-grarm; Rev. A. S. Webb, Rev,

M. A. Crowder, Lyle H, Galli.
2 Van. exegutiye___se,i‘.‘f&"':"v of the_

“ g . . N s N 5 .',V Vl
-Home and War Chest; Miss Haze]

tation ' department;’ Mayor

'George J. Babb of Champaign, -

and- Mayor George F. Hurd of
« Urbana, In the foreground are .
.. members " of | Community
i chorus who were heard in five °

numbers, il I oo

. lungerich, directér, of ;the rec.;

b
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‘|tet, which has a repeftoire of some
‘12,000 -Southern and Negro melo-

‘a’ - ¢oncert to be
P Am., Qct.” 14, in Champaxgn‘
: ssenior ' high school audltonum,_

"Yeates, Lowell -Peters, Jay

-Stone,* Toney and Wﬂham Ed-
: under the ausplces ot the Twm .. |monson.

o~

Cxty Douglas C1v1han and’ Ser-.'
Cice Men's orgamzatlon Mem-
bers of the’ quartet are Ray

7

A concert by The Southerna1res, K
C 'concerf_ qtiartet, will be
given ‘at /8:15 p. m. Oct.- .14,

Champalgn senior high school au-
- he ‘program is under
the .;auspices -of : ‘the Twin City
Douglas; Civiljan .and Service Men's

nd proceeds” will be
the. fund now being
1de a colored serv-

organizatiop, )

5 '§1c‘i1 circles, winning
wide popular 5‘1:1 their programs
over the Natlo al Broadcastmg Co.,
ffie ‘quartet are Ray
or; Lowell Peters,
Jay Stone . Toney,

Yeates has -appeared" in §(“Porgy
and Bess,” nd with Paul Robeson
in “John Henry Peters is a for-
mer member of - th ,Hall Johnson
choir. - Spencer anm is ,.accom-
panist and .arranger, “for the quar-

dies. :
Edgar G. Harrls, pubhsher of the
Illinois Times, is in charge of local
arrangements
Tickets will be 83 cents and $1
when they go on sale Friday 'in

the Illini union, Knowlton-Bennett

'Swannell, Faulkner apd Lierman ]
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Community Clean
Up Day A Success

In an effort to make Champaign
county Litter Free by 2003, over 400
volunteers converged on Champaign-
Urbana for two hours on Saturday,
April 18 for a clean up day.

Volunteers collected over 10,000
pounds of litter in that short period
of time. The volunteers consumed
125 pizzas from Papa John’s and

enjoyed -
donated e

g ER
Pepsi after "‘:f-{ﬁ/\
all of their
hard work.

Thanks to Nick,
Rebecca, Joe, Sue,
Mandy, Stacy, Brenda,
and Mr. Toalson for
a job well done.

The next Community Clean Up Day
will be in conjunction with Make a
Difference Day, on Saturday, October
24.

To continue to do our part in the
Litter Free by 2003 program, the
first Friday of each month will be
designated as Litter Free pick up
day. Each facility should arrange a
time to spend approximately 30
minutes picking up litter.

- Onside..

Douglass Community Center History

The first Douglass Community Center was
known as Neighborhood House. Estab-
lished in 1934, it was located at 503 East
Washington Street.

In 1939 the Douglass Community Center
was moved to a house on the corner of
Douglass Park on Tremont Street.

A new Douglass Community Center was
built and dedicated in 1945. It was used
as a USO center for black servicemen
from Chanute. The cost of the building
was $35,000.

The present Douglass Community Center
was built in 1975-76 at a cost of

$817,705.

Directors of the Douglass Community
Center have been:
Irma Bridgewater
Taylor Thomas
Ernest F. Nelson
James Jones
C. Lee Carey
Paul Hursey
Augustus Williams
Booker T. Ford
Edgar McNight
Percy Gordon
Nate Dixon
Walter Smith
Rasul Mowatt

Community Clean Up Day
Committee Updates

Day In The Park

Douglass History

Employee of the Month
in All My Years

Milestones

AN~ AW

Please Take Note

Tips To Consider 3

Welcome 4




A Day In The Park

A great kick off to get this. summer
rolling would be your participation in
the 14th Annual Day in the Park, on
Saturday, June 6, at Hessel Park.

This year’s event will be spegtacular!

New participants and attractions

include:

« Mental Health Center’s
“Centeriffic” Tent

« Volleyball and Tennis Tournaments

« Bicycle Demos from Prairie Cycle

« Dunk tank and fundraising efforts

from the Aquachiefs

Fundraising efforts by C-U Special

Recreation

Prairie A’s Model A Club 10-Car

Demo

« A fun obstacle course, giant slide,
and bounce house for the kids

« Strolling magician, jugglers, and
balloon entertainers

« National Hot Air Ballooning Cham-
pionships display

« Talent showcase by local area
teens

« Pepsi Hot Shot contest and local
sporting celebrities

Come out and join in on the fun.
Plenty of food will be on hand, along
with live entertainment and much,
much more.

— Enployee of the Wowth,

%k Think Sunny Thoughts!
Tips To Consider

Be a trouble-shooter. When you run
into a problem, try to think of at least
two solutions before you take that
problem to your boss. [t shows that
you’re a thinker and a problem-solver,

as well as a doer. -

: You Can Find More Time For Yourself Every Day, by
z‘t):;:ﬁzni:(éulp. Betterway Books, 1507 Dana Ave., Cincinnati,
OH 45207

Try this simple tip to help you project
a good first impression: Notice the
color of a person’s eyes as you shake

hands. Why it works: You'll gain strong

eye contact in a way that shows
you're interested in what the person
has to say.

Source: Secrets of Power Persuasion, by Roger Dawson, Prentice

Hall, Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632

When correcting an employee, dOI:\,’t
use the following words: “always,

“never,” “ever,” and “perpetually.”
Source: Dr. Feme Cheme, P.O. Box 2406, Portola, CA 96122

tions with which you are involve:

In what capacity?

“l am involved in Community Re-
sponse to Kids a Committee of the
Champaign-Urbana Area Project. | hel.
coordinate youth programs. A pancake
breakfast and a Mother’s Day program
are our two major programs.”

Each month we will highlight the life of
the employee who has been named
.Employee of the Month. This mpnth we
are taking a close look at the life of
Brenda James.

1. What is your job at the Champaign
Park District and how long have
youworked here? '

*l am the program Supervisor of the
Douglass Community Center. | have
worked full time at Douglass since May
1, 1996. As a part time worker, | was day
camp leader in 1993 and 1994, and day
camp director in 1995.”

6. What is your favorite holiday an¢
why?

“My favorite holiday is Kwanz.aa.
Kwanzaa is more than one day. It is
seven days long and it gives an opport
nity for families to come together an«
reflect and celebrate their history.”

2. What kinds of things do you do in
your position? 7.
| supervise the day-to-day and
seasonal programming at the Center,
such as Eager Beaver Preschool, A.C.E.
Mentorship Program, and Cheer Pom
Clinic. 1 also manage the staff and
coordinate special events such as the
Holiday and Halloween Parties, .In Search
of an Egg, and Saturday Night Live Teen
Parties.”

If you could be anyone for a day
who would that be and why?

“If | could be anyone for a day, |
would remain myself because | am qt
point in my life that instead of Wl'Shl'F
were someone else, | study the qualit
| admire in others and strive to enhar
those characteristics within myself.”

8. Tell us your favorite joke.

“| don’t know any clean jokes.”
3. What do you like to do in your free
time? . - 9.
“During my free time, | enjoy going
to the movies, going out to eat and
spending time with youth whom |
mentor.”

Do you have any nicknames? Wt
calls you that and why?

“My nickname is Queen Brenda ar
all my subjects call me that. Otherwi
they will be banished from my
Queendom.”

4. Tell us about your family or back-
ground. '

*I was born and raised in Chicago. |
am the youngest of two children and |
have an older brother. in high schopl, l
ran track and was an excellent sprinter. |
also played the clarinet in the band. |
came to Champaign as a student at the
University of Illinois in 1990._! graduated
in 1994 and decided to stay in ‘
Champaign becuase | enjoyed the ties |
had made here and the work that | could

do here.”

10. What is your favorite part about
working for the Champaign Park
District? .
“My favorite part about Yvorkmg 1

the Champaign Park District is my

interaction with the community. Qn g

daily basis | come into contact with

people of all ages, from toddlers t(.).

seniors. | appreciate having the abilit

to interact with people and to work ¢
place that is a resource for the comn
nity. Another favorite part of working
here is the flexibility in the types of

i i ne.”
5. Are there any outside organiza- programming that can be do

Sunlight Can Be Hazardous To Your Job

Sixty dancers cast in “Swan Lake” were banned by the English National Ballet fror

i ir ski i for
sunbathing for six weeks, reports Self magazine, to make their skin suitable
playing swans.

True To Blue Bags

i j repo:
Arecent proposal to package Rold Gold pretzels in green bags was rejected, rep

i i s w
The New York Times, when experts deemed that * guy,/’s in bars who eat pretze
beer” wouldn’t like them in a “foofy green package.

— WMonthly Commitiee Updates

Safety Committee

Kevin, Lori, Nate, and Dave Schneider
attended the semi-annual PDRMA Risk
Management Institute on Friday, March
27. Congratulations to Rich Bosch, Jim
Gordon, Eddie Fay, and John Smith for
their winning safety suggestion submis-
sions for the month of March. Please see
Karla for your prize package. Congratu-
lations to John Smith for winning the
quarterly safety suggestion award of
$25; and Dave Schneider for the winning
monthly submission. The Safety Commit-
tee will be over-seeing the CPR/Stan-
dard First Aid certification program for
CPD staff. To this end, we are looking
for instructors of these classes. If you
are interested in becoming an instructor,
please contact Kim Hunsley at 398-2374.
All staff who are in need of either or
both certifications will need to register
through the front desk at Bresnan. Call
Kevin or Kim for more information.

NOTE TO STAFF: The Safety Committee
reminds all staff that bloodbourne
pathogen training is a requirement of
each position within the District. This is
a yearly certification and must be
renewed annually. If you or your staff
need renewal or first-time training,
contact Nate Dixon immediately to
reserve your training time. Also, supervi-
sors of afterschoot programs need to
stress to their on-site staff that as the
weather gets warmer and the groups -
move to outdoor activities, they need to
be very cognizant of what activities they
are running. Blacktop and “red rover”
don’t mix, so be aware of the kids’
activities. BE SAFE.

Technology Committee

The Technology Committee members are
John Olden, Kim Kennedy, Rebecca
Childress, Sean Hurst, Sandy Klitzing,
Mike Seibold, and anyone else who
would like to be. The committee was
formed to review the District’s current
computer equipment needs and to
review the possible problems the
District could have with the year 2000.
The committee is finalizing the com-
puter equipment budget for 1998-99, so
if you have any computer needs please

contact any of the members.

2

Personnel Committee

Revisions have been made to the person-
nel handbook for regular full-time
employees and approved by the board at
the March 11 board meeting. Mr. Toalson
will be asking the board to amend the
section on evaluation. The amendment
will state “only one evaluation per year,”
as a opposed to two at present.

The committee is now in the process of
reviewing the part-time/seasonal person-
nel handbook. The handbook probably
won’t be ready for summer staff train-
ing. We would like to have it finished
sometime in June.

Staff should be aware of the following:
* Professional appearance. The commit-
tee reviewed Mr. Toalson’s memo and

-recommended that all supervisors
review the current dress code as
written and enforce accordingly.
 Tom Gilbert will be putting together a
survey on dependent dental insurance.
It is pretty expensive and we will need
approximately 80% participation in
order for this to become a reality.

* The sick leave pool is now in place.
The Park District has put in 80 hours to
get things started. We need everyone’s
participation for this to work as
planned. Please see Tom on details for
enrollment.

The Personnel Committee meetings are
open to all employees. We usually meet
on the first Monday of the month at 8:00
a.m. at the Bresnan Meeting Center,

Fitness Kickoff

Come join your fellow co-workers as the
Wellness Committee presents a Fitness

Kickoff on Tuesday, May 19, in the board
rooms at Bresnan. Activities will include:

Noon - 1:00 p.m. Salad Potluck

1:00 - 1:30 p.m.  Guest Speaker on
Nutrition and Back
Care/Treatment

1:45 - 3:00 p.m.  Staff Kickball Game

or Walking in Park

Keep your eyes open for sign up sheets.
Also {ook out for future events including
a lunchtime walking club starting in June.

Wellness Committ

Spring fever is here, and we’re all
getting a little stir-crazy! The
Wellness Committee is creating
opportunities for you to get active
you can work off excess energy wt
enjoying the company of your co-
workers. We hope you’re up for a
“Fitness Kick-off,” as well as the
debut of a staff walking club.

A calendar of activities we are
planning for staff will be distribute
this month. If you’d like to assist v
any of the events, have suggestion
for future events/ programs, or wai
to find out more about the commit
tee, feel free to come to our next
meeting on Tuesday, May 12 at 2:0(
p.m. in Operations’ planning room.

In the meantime, get outside and
enjoy the sunshine! Ride your bike
work. Take a brisk walk during a
morning or afternoon break. Take
your kids (or a neighbor’s) fishing.
your lunch in a park. Be happy, and
be well!

Here’s a twist on a familiar light
dessert you might like to sample aft
some exercise:

Fruit-Nut Treats
Vegetable cooking spray
1 TBSP butter
2 TBSP peanut butter (reduced-fat
version would be best!)
1 bag (10 0z.) marshmallows
1/2 C. wheat germ, toasted
1/2 C. dried fruit, chopped (straw-
berries, blueberries, cherries, or
cranberries)
4 C. Rice Krispies cereal

Coat a 13” x 9” pan with cooking
spray. Melt butter and peanut butter
in a large, deep pot over low heat,
swirling occasionally. Add marshmal-
lows, and stir until completely
melted. Remove from heat.

Stir in wheat germ and fruit, then ad
cereal. Stir well to coat. Using waxec
paper or your hands, spread into
prepared pan.
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Birthdays

April

George Dorris 4/1
Dave Price 4/2
Pam Virgilio 4/5
Lillie Adams 4/8
Mike Seibold 4/8
John Smith 4/18
May

Marcia Sage 5/2
Brenda James 5/12
Kevin Maynard 5/14
Marc Mitchell 5/27
Anniversaries

May

Joe DelLuce 1 year
Karri Thomas 1 year
Sheila Wenger 1 year
Randy Hodges 2 years
Brenda James 2 years
Kenny Rosenberger 5 years
Jim Gordon 5 years
Rich Bosch 12 years
Johnnie Tillman 27 years

Welcome A
New Employee

Yvette Anderson has joined the
Champaign Park District as the director
of the Eager Beaver Preschool program.
She began on April 1 and is responsible
for planning curriculum, obtaining a
program license through DCFS/Headstart,
lesson planning, and increased parental
involvement.

Yvette has a degree in human develop-
ment and family studies from the Univer-
sity of Illinois. Prior to joining the Park
District, she was employed for nearly
four years by Cunningham Children’s
Home as a Shift Leader/Child Care
Worker.

Originally from Chicago, Yvette enjoys
working with children, reading, and
writing short stories.

Please drop by the Douglass Community
Center to introduce yourself to Yvette
and make her feel welcome.

In All My Years,

...that if someone says something unkind
about me, | must live so that no one will
believe it. —Age 39

...that just when | get my room the way |
like it, mom makes me clean it up. —Age
13

...that children and grandparents are
natural allies. —Age 46

...that even when | have pains, | don’t
have to be one. —Age 82

...that silent company is often more
healing than words of advice. —Age 24

...that if you pursue happiness, it will
elude you. But if you focus on your
family, the needs of others, your work,
meeting new people, and doing the very
best you can, happiness will find you. —
Age 65

...that hotel mattresses are better on the
side away from the phone. —Age 50

...that regardless of your relationship
with your parents, you miss them terribly
after they die. —Age 53

...that you can’t hide a piece of broccoli
in a glass of milk. —Age 7

...that the greater a person’s sense of

guilt, the greater his need to case blame
on others. —Age 46

D Yo L now?

The mind is most active 5 minute before sleep

and 15 minutes after waking up.

I’ve Learned...

...that life sometimes gives you a sec
chance. —Age 62

...that it pays to believe in miracles. .
to tell the truth, I’ve seen several. —
73

...that you shouldn’t go through life v
a catchers mitt on both hands. You ne
to be able to throw something back.
Age 64

...that brushing my child’s hair is one
life's great pleasures. —Age 29

...that wherever | go, the world’s wo
drivers have followed me there. —Ag:

...that you can make someone’s day !
simply sending them a little card. —4
44

...that if you want to cheer yourself
you should try cheering someone else
—Age 13

...that although it’s hard to admit it,
secretly glad my parents are strict w
me. —Age 15

...that you can tell a lot about a mar
the way he handles these three thing
rainy day, lost luggage, and tangled
Christmas tree lights. —Age 52

...that if you want to do something
positive for your children, try to imp
your marriage. —Age 61

“Dloase Take Wote!

first pay period of each month.

A great big thank you to all those who contributed to this issue of CPD Briefs. Tt
newsletter is a light-hearted publication which is published monthly for the
employees of the Champaign Park District and is distributed with checks on the

With the summer months and events quickly approaching, CPD Briefs will take -
vacation. The next issue of this publication will be distributed with pay checks
Thursday, September 10. If you have any information you would like to see in tF
next issue of CPD Briefs, please submit it to Mandy Roesch no later than Monday
September 7. All staff committees should still keep notes on what progresses ov
the summer months. If so desired, committee reports can still be submitted on
monthly basis and will be kept until September.
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ORIGINAL DOUGLASS CENTER

I - Douglass Community Service Organization started movement for Douglass

Center supported by Black civic, social and fraternal organizations of

Champaign Urbana.

Black citizens contributed $3,000 to the building fund.

Champaign County Home and War Chest allocated $19,500 to the proiect.
Contract for construction - February 12, 1945.

Ground breaking - February 18, 1945.

Dedication - September 23, 1945 - Cost $35,000.

Taylor Thomas - First Director.

THE HISTORY OF DOUGLASS CENTER

AND DOUGLASS PARK
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DOUGLASS PARK

Thr ofiginal plot of land that iIs now Douglass Park was purchased
by the Township Park District on April 30, 1931; f;qm Vern A.
Roland, his wife Anna K..Roland, Lela Collins and her husband
Lloyd §. Collins. There are 2 deeds to the park,the main one
being for an area of 3 % acres while the ofhef one Is only

for a ten foot wide, 162 foot long strip of land which was
bought on April 29, 1931 for $1.00. The main deed was written
up so that $2,000 in cash was paid at the time of sale with

two more payments of $7,500 each, the first one to ?g paid N
June 1, 1932 and the second one June 1, 1933, (ﬁecords Office,
Deeds Department, County Clerk)

The decision to name the new park In 1933, was made by

the Park Board which included J.W. Stipes, D.C. "Pick" Dodds,
and Lee Greenman. According to Mr. Dodds and Mr. Greenmén,
the decision was left up to the people 6f the community.
They made a survey of the residents of the area, thch were
predominately black, and the general consensus was in favor
of naming the Park after Mr. Frederick Douglass. The Park,
Board accepted this choice and officlally named the Park.

In 1935 Mr. King J. McCristol, now head of the Physical
Education Department at the U 6f |, organized and directed
the first five playgrounds, including Douglass Park. The
park has always had organlzed activity since then.

In 1936 a planning committee was organized for recreation,
composed of Seely Johnston, W. Swearlingen, K. McCristol,

H.E. Konney and H. Ammerman. In 1938 the people of Champaign

voted for tax supported recreation and the first tax money

Part Ore
Part Two

Part Three

THE HISTORY OF DOUGLASS CENTER

AND DOUGLASS PARK

Douglass Park
Douglass Center

Frederick Douglass

Prepared by: Melinda Nichols
Field Student

Southern Illinois Universit
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HISTORY OF DOUGLASS CENTER: PRELIMINARY OUTLINE 3/16/71

ATTENTION READER: This is a rough outline of the history of Douglass Center
compiled after limited research and interviewing. The
purpose of such a history may be many-fold, but its irmediate
purpose is to be used in the text of the Champaign Park
District's response to the proposal for a multi-purpose
center to be located adjacent to the Douglass Center site,
submitted by the Community Advocacy Depot. There may be
factual errors in this ouline, and there undoubtably are
significant ommissions. I would very much aporeciate your
review of this rough outline, and any additions which you
feel are significant, In addition to factual, descriptive
inforation about the history of Douglass Center, I would be
most interested in analytical and eveluative comments.: Sug-
gestions as to the content and purpose of such a history
would also be of special interest.

Residential and social segregation, inadequacy of recreational facilities
in the Black community, feelings of alienation on the part of Black servicemen
with reguards to regular USO centers, and more than four years of effort by
people like Raymond W. Scottland Richard Edwards led to the submission of a
$32,600 grant proposal to the federal govermment for the construction of a
recreation centgrlfor Black servicemén in September of 1943,

The application requested $18,500 from the federal government, the remaining
$14,iOO to be raised by a cooperative effort of the local citizenry. Local
support included a $3,000 contribution from the Black community of Champaign
and Urbana, $2,500 from the 4fome=i>y and War Chest Organization in lieu of
a donation to the Washington St. colored nursery, $3,500 f#dm the City of
Champaign Recreation Department, and $2.000 from the Urbana Communtiy.:

The proposal was a revival of a similar one made two years previously

but denied by the federal government, However, during the two years which elapsed,

1 Champaign-Urbana News Gazette., Sept., 17, 1943,

recelved
over all
previous

The

for this was.ln 1939. At that time, the city took
recreation. The Community Chest had funded all
progéams.

first Superintendent of Recreation under the tax

supported recreation programs before Recreation became a

seperate Department was Fred Major. He was followed by Hugh

Enocht and Hazel lungerich. In 1967 the merger of Parks

and Recreation occured.




Although the prograrming and operation of Douglass Center has never
been completely in the habds of the Black community, these functions have
always 'béen the reponsibility of the director and staff., A chronological

list of directors follows; please make any additions necessary.

Mrs. Erma Scott Bridgewater
Mrs, Odelia Wesley |

ﬁr. Taylor Thomas

Mr., Lee Carey

b o | Jones

Mr, Paul Hursey

Mr, Williams

Mr. Edgar Mc Night

In 1956 an addition to the building was constructed with a donation

from Mr. Hartwell Howard.

Although the original plans called for a wide diversity of programs and

opportunities, the actual use of the facility has been skewed towa?d young

males with interests in basketball, The facility‘is inadequate as a gymnasium, .

and the use as such limits its ability to serve the recreational needs of
girls and younger children. .

Youth gang rivalries which were ‘associated tq Douglass Center by the press
in 1967-68 created another kind of problem; parents in the area were somewhat

reluctant to send their Young children to the center for fear: of gang influence.

. cifzgns in the Black community were able to raise sufficient funds to

obtain two lots just adjaceal to Douglass Park, the present sité of Douglass
Center, which were donated to the effort.

Lyle Gallivan, executive secretaty of the Champaign-Urbana Home and |
War Chest was credited by the press for formulating the cooperative plan
for sponsoring the center. The actual application was submitted to the Federal
Works Agency and the War Production Board by the City of Champaign and signed
by city commissioner Roger E.‘Zoﬂ?o, mayor pro tem, with full approval fé?m
the Champaign and Urbana Councils.

Although Major E.F. Resek, in charge of all recreational facilities at
Chanute Field, stated that aﬁequate facilities had been provided for colored
servicemen there, the applicafién stated the intention of the facility was to
£111 the war time recreation needs of colored servicemen, and the needs of the
surrounding community after the war,

Serving this function, the new building was to replace the Lawhead
Servicemen's CenterAin Lawhead School, an inadequate facility consisting of
only two small rooms.  Black community centers had existed previously, the first
at 503 E. Washington in 1934. Rent for this house was paid by the Community
Chest, utilities paid by the Township Supervisor. In 1936 a recreation committee
was formed by the City of Champaign, and 1939 saw the first tax supported
Black community center in a new location in a house on a corner of Douglass Park,
The center was moved three more times, to St. Luke's C.M.E. Church basement,
the American Legion Post, and finally to the present site adjacent to Douglass
Park as a result of the effort made in 1943,

The Department of Recreation under the directorship of Miss Hazel Iungerich
controlled programming and operation of the center untill 1967 when the function

of recreation became the Jurisdiction of the Champaign Park District.



No federal grants were

soldiers' recreation during the war.

forthcoming, however, and In July 1943, the Community Chest offered
its assistance, contributing first $2,500 then and in 1944,
$17,000. The building was made possible from private donations
and from a generoﬁs over-subscription of Community Chesf funds.
Some furnishings were the gift of Mr. Issac Kuhn estate.(Gazette
9/22/45)

In 1943 a group of citizens secured the space adjacent to

The federal

the Park for the building of Douglass Center. govern-

ment offerred $18,500 if the community could furnish $§14,500.

The community received $2,500 from the Home and War Chest, $3,500

————

from the Recreation Department, and $2,000from the City of Urbana.

The balance came from individual and group donations. Assurance

of donations was certain by SepTember 1943 and land was cleared

and construction was “begun. The contract was let for Douglass

Center on February 12,1944, and the ground was broken on February

18, 1944 +o begin construction. The total costs of the building

was $35,000. (Courier 9/24/45)
The building is of haydite block painted white on the outside
assembly,

and finished in light green on the inside. The general

a2 tTwo story .high section of +the building, is used for dances,
meetings, and basketball and is ﬁarTially surrounded by the rest
of the building which consists of a lounge, snack bar, kitchen,

office, and two large rooms which may be used for meetings, and

small groups. Furniture for the lounge came from closed USO

buildings and the Lawhead Service Center Fifth and Grove Streets.

(Gazette 9/22/45)

-

HOW DID WE GET DOUGLASS CENTERYZ

s The firgf Community Center in Champaign was known as the
Neighborhood House and it was located a+t 503 East Washington.
This center was established in 1934 and the Community Chest
Funds paid the money for the rent. The heat, light, gas, water
and telephone were provided by the Township Supervisor. The
first programs at this center included sewing, cooklng, courses
in nutrition, first ald, and various things. The funds were
recelved from the Community Chest to cover the cost of the
program. (Nelle Hayes)

In 1939 the Community Center was then moved to a house in
The corner of Douglass Park on Tremont Street. From this time
until 1967 when the merger of Parks and Recreation occured, rent
and all operational expenses were paid by the Champaign Recreation
.DeparTmenT. The Center was then moved from the house In the Park
to St. Luke's Methodist Churcﬁ baseménf, then to the American
Legion Post and from there to the present site in September 1945.
(Gazette 9/22/45)

Plans for the Douglass Community Center were begun in 1940
when a house adjacent to Douglass Park in which the community had
carried on its recreafional‘program was turned over as a residence.
The Douglass Community Service Committee was organized at that time
to raise funds for a new recreational building. The first two
drives were conducted in 1940 and 1941 and enough money was raised
through contributions and entertainment to buy the ground adjacent
In 1941, atlso, was made to the govern-

to Douglass Park. an appeal

ment for federal aid to build the center which would be used for



they were completely cut off in July 1947. They were used to

provide recreation programs for black servicemen.. At this time,

changes began to take place at Douglass Center. In 1946, the
Board of Directors at Douglass Center voted for $300. to be used
for landscaping the Center. From this time on, a great amount
of funds were put into Douglass Center for Improvements and
ddditions. In July 1951 Douglass Center was redecorated.

In April of 1950, Douglass Center applied to the Community
Chest to enter the fund and was accepted. They were granted .
$1,210 for the six month period of May 1, 1950 - November 1, 1950.
A study was to be madé after the alloted period of time to study
the effectiveness of the program, and to decide whether another
six month period of funding was justified. (Gazette April 23, 1950)

According to the Gazette in December, 1950, the Recreation
and Playground Board attained full charge of Douglass Center in
December, 1950. Title was transferred from the Civic Foundation,
which was dissolved because of tax problems, to the City of
Champaign. The Civic Foundation, a non-profit organization,
had held the title since 1945 when the Center opened. It was a
surprise move to the City of Champaign, and they reluctantly
accepted the title without formal ceremony. They had tried to
get someoné else to take it because of the burden of the cost
of mainfajnlng and ménaging it. When fhe civic foundation had
transferred the deed, they divided up the cities $11,200 assets
among four agencies. At this time, the funds received from the
Comménity Chest were no longer continued.

i In October, 1961, 2.2 acres € $3,000/acre were added to the

park for a ball diamond. (Gazette October 1961)

The Bullding was dedicated on September 22,1945. The Park
Board Commissioners at the time Douglass Center was dedicated
were Lee Greenman, Hardin Boulware and D.C. "Pjck" Dodds, Sr,
Mrs. Cecl! (Irma) Bridgewater assumed Thé position of Director of
the Center at that time. She was replaced by Taylor Thomas
on November 1, 1945, because a male director was preferred.
(Taylor Thomas, Gazette 10/11/45)

Mr. Thomas resigned to assume a teaching position In Sept-
ember, 1948 and the directors of the center following him to
the present are as follows:

September 1948 - July 1951 - Ernest F. Nelson - resigned (Gazette
- 9/45)

July 1951 - November 1952 - James Jones - resigned - (Gazette 11/52)
November 1952 - January 1955 - C. Lee Carey - (Gazette 1/55)
January 1855 - April 1960 - Paul Hursey - (Gazette 4/60)"

April 1960 - March 1, 1964 - Irma Bridgewater - (Gazettez4/60
: Irma Bridgewater)

March 1964 - October 1967 - Augustus Williams - (Gazette 10/67)
October 22, 1967 - August 1, 1969 - Booker T. Ford - (Gazette 8/69)
October 1969 - Present - Edgar McNight

Edgar McNight took over originally as temporary replacement
after Mr. Ford léeft then he was assigned as permanent Director.
(Edgar McNight) |

According to the Gazette dn July 1947, during World War 11,
Douglass Center was zlso used as a U;SﬁO. Center for Servicemen.
In August 1946 the USO - Champaign/Rantoul - offered to donate

$2Q0 a month to Dougléss Center to offset the loss of federal

~aid. In March 1947 the funds were cut to $100 2 month and then



< #

1941 - Douglass Community Service Organization started movement for Douglass
social and fraternal organizations of

Center supported by Black civic,

Champaign Urbana.
Black citizens contributed $3,000 to the building fund.

Champaign County Home and War Chest allocated $19,500 to the proiect.

Contract for construction - February 12, 1945.

Ground breaking - February 18, 1945.

Dedication - September 23, 1945 - Cost $35,000.

Taylor Thomas - First Director.

wy ot
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In June and July of 1963, the Tw[n City Boosters Club spon-
sored a six week Day Camp program in the park. In October 1968,
one more acre was added to the park and was purchased by Mrs.
Catherine Alagna. |

tn July 1970, approximately 6.7 acres of land were added to
the Park for a multi-purpose game area for $42,000. Labor and
material were $7,400 at maximum. Only 2 men were hired to do the
labor so the majority of the labor was done by 4 neighborhood
youih groups that volunteered. This multi-purpose area was designed
for play, picnics and an area for outdoor performing arts.

The library project for Douglass was initiated in November,
1970 and was fundedlfhrough a $60,000 federal grant. The re-
modeling of the room for the library was begun in November 1970
and was combiefed on March 18, 1971: The library opened as a
branch of the €hampaign Public Library on January 1, i972 and
received a federal grant of $18,500 for a one year period. From
March, ‘1971 until that time, the library was operated under a joint
effort of the Urbana Public Library, The Champaign Public Library
and The Lincoln Trails Library.

The years of continued interest making the present facllity
possible were the efforts of‘many. To name a few - Mr. Seely
Johnston, Mr. Seward Staley, Mr. James Hefferman, Mr: John Mit-
tendor,Mr. Cecl!l Nelson, Mr. Julius X. Davis, Mr. Vern Scott,

Mr. W.H. Thompson, Mr. M.G. Snyder, Mr. James O'Neil, Mr. Don
Bresnan, Mr. E.H. Mellon, Mr. D.L. Huxtable, Mf. A.V. Sapora,
Mr. Richard Edyards, Mr. Ray Scott, Mr. Lee Greenman, Mayors

Flynn, Babb, Lafferty and Dexter.



. Citzens in the Black community were able to raise sufficient funds to
obtain two lots just adjaceal to Douglass Park, the present site of Douglass
Center, which were donated to the effort.

Lyle Gallivan, executive secretaty of the Champaign-Urbana Home and
War Chest was credited by the press for formulating the cooperative plan
for sponsoring the center., The actual application was submitted to the Federal
Works Agency and the War Production Board by the City of Champaign and signed
by city commissioner Roger E.'Zo&%o, mayor pro tem, with full approval féfm
the Champaign and Urbana Councils,

Although Major E.F, Resek, in charge of all recreational facilities at
Chanute Field, stated that adequate facilities had been provided for colored
servicemen there, the applicatidn stated the intention of the facility was to

‘fill the war time recreation needs of colored servicemen, and the needs of the
surrounding community after the war,

Serving this function, the new building was to replace the Lawhead
Servicemen's Centerkin Lawhead School, an inadequate facility consisting of
only two small rooms. Black community centers had existed previously, the first
at 503 E. Washington in 1934, Rent for this house was paid by the Community
Chest, utilities paid by the Township Supervisor. In 1936 a recreation committee
was formed by the City of Champaign, and 1939 saw the first tax supported
Black community center in a new location ih a house on a corner of Douglass Park,
The center was moved three more times, to St., Luke's C.M.E. Church basement,
the American Legion Post, and finally to the present site adjacent to Douglass
Park as a result of the effort made in 1G43,

The Department of Recreation under the directorship of Miss Hazel Iungerich
controlled programming and operation of the center untill 1967 when the function

of recreation became the jurisdiction of the Champaign Park District.
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HISTORY OF DOUGLASS CENTER: PRELIMINARY OUTLINE 3/16/71

ATTENTION READER: This is a rough outline of the history of Douglass Center
' compiled after limited research and interviewing. The

purpose of such a history may be many-fold, but its irmediate
purpose is to be used in the text of the Champaign Park
District's response to the proposal for a multi-purpose
center to be located adjacent to the Douglass Center site,
submitted by the Community Advocacy Depot. There may be
factual errors in this ouline, and there undoubtably are
significant ommissions., I would very much appreciate your
review of this rough outline, and any additions which you
feel are significant., In addition to factual, descriptive
inforation about the history of Douglass Center, I would be
most interested in analytical and evaluative comments.. Sug-
gestions as to the content and purpose of such a history
would also be of special interest.

Residential and social segregation, inadequacy of recreational facilities
in the Black community, feelings of alienation on the part of Black servicemen
with reguards to regular USO centers, and more than four years of effort by
people like Raymond W, Scott‘and Richard Edwards led to the submission of a
$32,600 grant proposal to the federal goverrment for the construction of a
recreation centgr for Black servicemen in September of 1943,

The appllcatlon requested $18, 500 from the federal government, the remaining
$14, 100 to be raised by a cooperative effort of the local citizenry. Local
support included a $3,000 contribgtion from the Black community of Champaign
and Urbana, $2,500 from the 4fom< >y and War Chest Organization in lieu of
a donation to the Washington St., colored nursery, $3,500 f;om the City of
Champaign Recreation Department; and $2.000 from the Urbana Communtiy.1

The proposal was a revival of a similar one made two years previously

but denied by the federal government, However, during the two years which elapsed,

1 Champaign-Urbana News Gazette. Sept. 17, 1943,



Although the programming and operation of Douglass Center has never
been completely in the habds of the Black community, these functions have
always been the reponsibility of the director and staff, A chrondlogical

list of directors follows; please make any additions necessary.,

Mrs. Erma Scott Bridgewater
Mrs, Odelia Wesley

ﬂr. Taylor Thomas

Mr. Lee Carey

M¥r, | Jones

Mr. Paul Hursey

Mr, Williams

Mr. Edgar Mc Night

In 1956 an addition to the building was constructed with a donation

from Mr. Hartwell Howard.

Although the original plans called for a wide diversity of programs and
opportunities, the actual use of the facility has been skewed toward young
males with interests in basketball, The facility is inadequate as a gymnasium, .
and the use as such limits its ability to serve the recreational needs of
girls and younger children,

Youth gang rivalries which were associated to Douglass Center by the press
in 1967-68 created another kind of problem; parents in the area were somewhat

reluctant to send their young children to the center for fear: of gang influence.,
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g .the Douglas | ;
“ Service ""_dz"ganizat;iqn's
the .}f(:’hampa-ign} County
and ‘War Chest Proposal for
Whed community center .for
\a8 - been - Teleased by ‘ra
‘mittet;.i The group de-'
. position Tfor “self-

or .funds committ
 éver, “was "before: the
Communijt;" committee
dzed. iz T STULEES

- “The’ Chést committee -plang “to, R4t LS

Sup; lelruent;,;f:_th_e‘ ;:f_und,;"originauyj'States, -before o
.| Promised “pug dater -refused by the which " had - Jess
 federal goverriment, " ¢ . - I spectators . in it, s

LIBRARY take the cath of |

. bé,c'k_‘ed‘ . ga]lery i
than” 30 Negro

e of ‘the joint ‘advis-
t the Twin City Com..
ommittee ‘doss ot “Tepr
ent. the viewpoint. of the masses- of
celored :pecple of the

S R aw two ‘Negroes ~Th
1 ¥, HOSPITAL cITED . office_wihien’ Con- g

oo While' the Twin iy ~Cemmu- nois and Agair e D2wson )| $
| pity committep's Jetter “may "neet | of Illinofs angd ‘Adam -Clayton Poy- 1:b¢
t 1e..Unanimouys ‘approval ‘of the five fell
white and five -colored mempby

e cozﬁniuni.ty,';;

. The statement follows; v =
: ’/ “It ‘appears that 4 number of ths
1

: \ ¢ Chest, pro- | the entire
Posal meets the' g, broval . of the | present at | 5 :

Home ‘and. War . Chest Subscribers glasses of Negroes lEv’vph'o are to-bef. ; he |'w
| &Fe counfused by the letter receiveq served by it and the niasses  fee Cgroim hof eRas
), [ At ) el (& A y & o Asseg "_from 9L
from;_Prof.,Dona,Id R.: Taft, chair- the State of New York Was. e8cort.

t cutiy ¢ | only assurance of g building ang of | 1€ State of Ney, har b ’

15Qry | gioup” -of -the Twin| , -
City 'Cornmunity 7

s D a permanent majntcnanee
% ! Ly - committee, Some gram, . .cu T .
Seem to think that ‘they are to de- -

and pro- ed to the Legislat;ve, Chambers by | ¢
cide ‘as to wheth

[ Dawson. ~Their .offices are :Nexy.

to
Sanly S ;.. leach other in 'the olg house: office
e they wish the ““We do not fee that " the’ city | building: The two Ne
hroposed Negro community center [ 9% nership of su
building ¢ be ow

- . il Congress and ‘the first Negro
l[mﬂry 'of':thé_,-executive committee of ot the. Chest o Dol Elves the
['the " advicopr
j» ch -a building will | men sat . together during’ the pre- |
' make it " a politica] . football | any-liminary organization .of the House | hands. of . ¢
and operated by the eity recreation | more than our city library or hés-'| during “which, time Representative | 2vice " of
commission or ‘whether it shall pe | ri 1

| Sam Raybur (D) of Texas - was | Twin * City g
oIivately owned ang controlled, - ;| ectected speaker.”.... . T MH
i ‘ORI‘GINATORS’_ OoF . ;

ned. by the city

e

. [20d 1ts “advisory
. CoeDln “Imesed fthe
'8 Is not ‘the case as it ap. government, _ - | MEETS: COLLEAGUES P
Pears. to us there jg Tie alternative |- “Ton Much emphasis cannot be
The only question is Whether we | .place on  the neegd .for such g
} have a city-owneg i , & i

. Later, during the session, : Powell
Spent much of “his .. time" talking
| with Representative Vito Marcan-
tonio (ALP) :,0f New York, .who
will be their' colleagues during” the
| 79th Congress, . - L

"Rumors that Powell -;would be | ;
seated beside | Representative John
Rankin (D) ‘of Mississippi, failed ‘to
| materialize ‘duri

Use will ve more
v§ return from
r.y a rehabilitation .pro-.
aiready raisec v gram. 7 o
§ B, y 7 ) it . . ’ . et
i the ch,gt prCYIQIHg the.subse_nf‘rers‘, “The  committee of the Dovglas
PR - 1 Community Service .Organization
“The . effoyt - fop & Ccommunity | urges that you sign ang vote favor-
-if hullding wag begun in 194; by the [ably on the H

Ome and War Chest
i Dovglag Community Service, organ- broposal as a gela,
{ ization. . T

ng this first session.
€8y or-an attempt. 'Rankin occupitd five different seats
he movement - wag Sup- | ed change of policy may mean the | durihg the session. - No_ one wis
| perteq by 32 - Negro civie, socia: less of .g much
.1 and fraterna] or .

. *~needed ‘building.” -
ganizations of, the e T oL

; ’J;'wip Cities. .. . OPENS NEW.CAMP LIBRARY .
CAMP K11, . N. J.
Lahgston Hughes, Tamous
playwright, was th
at the opening o
Club Liberty No

assigned - to. any :particular .. seat.
Powell, by choice however, - was
seated, on the  Democratic side ‘of
the House; though -elected onthe
Democratic, Republican 'and Am Ti-
can Labor .Party ‘ticket. C R
i From 'New York ‘for't)

! "‘N(‘grg‘pitﬁzens of the community {.
{ have contributed $3,009 to ke tuild-
i ing fungd with  the understanding
{and knowledge that the building

:w?uld become the broperty of the
city, . : "

C“The five Negro members of tha
Joint .advisory council of the Twin
City Conmimunity committee had an.
proved this plan, and two of its

., Professor’ra ]
STOUR is' Hot yet
public ahhounte

.| éxplessed

(ANP)—
poet and
€ guest. speaker
f ‘the new ' Service | ceremion ‘
- 3 on Sunday. The spects to  the: _New Coh
onles were held in came Hazel Scott, -of . m. : _ " X
the main auditorium of the Service | nignt club fame, “whoge- name for .-a. muttially
club before a’large audience of offi- |- o e rangément ‘Prof;
cers, enlisted men, ang visitors, S ‘(‘_!;‘onti_n.ne_d, on_ back Dage mented ;

| van,” executive

secre

agreement on futurs

“We of our Up still
sati

H

LA
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o U 'I'h15' .archltects' sketch 'pre- : ay ; v . estimated to ‘be required -forits: .
S T RN Asent a ‘tentative’ conception ‘of " 157G ‘rOJ ct ‘The -one-story adJaceht to- Douglas pa; ' erection. .. Amount " to' be - con-

el | the ‘proposed Negro ‘community... ; - b constructmn of which . ‘already’ been “acquired by the tr1buted by the Home and War’

L .. - i% center-which may be.erected” at: 3 b os',s‘ible‘ in" 1945 ‘un- ‘. Negro residents who'*have “ac-’ hest it the subscribers ap-'.

FRRR .the northwe.,t corner . of ; Sixth! ge ‘meeting ‘or social . " ‘cumulated some’ funds" for a. s prove, w111 be’ about $15 000
..o .. and : Grove 'streets " if ‘the. ‘sub- Z “der: ities ‘pronised by the -'_‘ center. ‘An-additional amount'is:. e _
R o .. -scribers to'the Home: ‘and. War, . .~ feder l‘government would con- . promised through. private sub-. - = . - . . R ‘\

R 5 .. 1 Chest approve the allocatmn of . ,ki;tphen,‘ library, reading - . scr1pt1on on the’ total of. 1$30, 000 PSR N A

1 o J ki



SCZ—H@OMZH.MW F ON.ﬁO—..... $17,000 of the Ormw.m..wiwnmv.-p.wigmﬂ:wwnzvnwncwﬁ)m TGEOVE Stre

Hr..« vnomupm,nmh scommunity | it .s_\mm.”wzsoE.-,. ‘ed Thursday. , Balance of the
d residents can’ be. built early - .$30,000" needed for the building is available ‘6r
iibers of the Champaign Coun- | “eg ;
Chest approve expenditure of

5.7 Plans ‘drawn by Berger ‘and Kel-"'[
- ley, w.mnr:mﬁm. who vwwvwamn this mrnnnr.“maoimn 1 -
) for & large meeting*room. a smaller “meeting
can be raised, Secretary Lyle Gallivan said, - Lots' | oo, snack; bar, lounge, office, and toilet facili-
- for it already have been. purchased at Sixth and ;| ties. - ’ R .

Ssee e

‘ar Chest May Allo]

BATURDAY, Skprmypy

24

" its $34,000 recreation . building alone, he e

r Colored Center .

~..Hwo..:.m and the Champaign_recreation mmw“:.n

umittee dis-Tment, It would be utilized as

:onsidering “triie “community cenfer”

mstruction | piiygized ~
center in

Plans Drawn N
?.o::meﬁm. plans as drawn by
available, | Berger and :mm:mw provide for a
mstruction concrete-blocks building that would
it has been include 3 large, 40-by-68-foot com-
1 races for munity’ room that alse could be
Ulivan, ex- lugeq ag 2 gym, a smaller meeting
chest, zm.. room, a snack bar, lounge, direc

.

Recreational

P L. el

e

While! intended to fill the war
‘time recrealion needs -of colored

s

r Colored Servicemen
-enter

. . e R service men, the building will be R
. lor’s oflice,. and toilet and heating Lo : a permanent structure and, accord- x
‘pparently | facilities, . ! i ’ k ing to the application, will “serve w
y the com-{ QGallivan explained the Chest sur - ) . the surrounding community after S
to all the |plus Wwas Duilt up ‘by an excess of, ) i S e - o the war.” I, .
i the near | coliections over budgets. The pro | " Zombro said, however, the appli-
d. He 'ex- bosal that part-of it be used td a:ggcz—ﬁ< .. cation flatly states that the commu-
1t to each [finance the colored center was mad L) ! b v nily will be undble 1o ‘bear - thetcosi
:.::_wa\ to fin petitions presented to the execuiy c b of the servicemen’s center without
co_um_cz.o. tiye committee hy 300 m::mﬁ.anm.W__,mh : T w.u I federal assistailce. H/«oi rending
taae when [.- 4 committee of ‘- Gallivan, qf Wm,.~w=nw,.m0: rnﬁumog ] . before the same federal agencies)
ceived. chairman, Professor.A, I, Lybyer AL TN i N Lo ) ‘asked to provide the buildjug-funds|*
- |Doctor H. D, Bllis, Ray Scott, Mrghh :Government; Chest, T ,nE,_.mcc_smze_v.ﬁ.s..‘.wm_g_c :“ .
‘'ocate the |L. T\ Gregory, R. A.-Stipés, ir., and » FTT N L _. operate '*the" - existing” awhea
£ already |Richard Edwards was appointed tdy HNO.WRQQ»AS.S $ —wcwﬂm K school setvicemen’s center for the
torthwest | prepare the project in its final foym To .,Oosmn-_ucﬁo o . next eight montus. ™ .
e streets, [ . . . T . 3 N [ SR U - Would Replace Lawhead
ere pur- . v o SR .l the proposed 1iew recreation
ago with . : wzm..wmﬁ, c:; a E.m.z .ow .rﬂ...&:.ﬂ:“ﬂ - *building is erected, i "will replace ;
l.commit- || * S @ecm_m.tc:w.m an. “apyp n.rm :,... " “'the Lawhead center — ‘consisting 3
+ deral "aid. . S L n“m_.ﬁ..mmm...mnﬁwzcw.:ﬂ .m..@._m:.:e».:m ~,only of two small rooms and de-
E.ammww...clmr ] - ) oo . ..QE:EEW:.QE@W : Yecrea _c~ scribed as “inadequale.’ The rec.| , ’
ek ’ ’ ’ nter . for wolored m?fn% QE.mM .- reation deparlment’s expendilures
. building | L ) ' <~E k.cc m:cE\?n_m:._ 8. w_.yM . aowgw.ﬁ and federal . assistance would be :
the-chest || | ) a.,o_._,.m. agency m.f w nexy sé: A diverted to the'new building, 0
Struction o T Y48, E.mﬁomm@. ve.«::%? Y Qolored citizens already have ac- 4..
3 vear, Gal-{} . T ' The " application  proposes 'a | ,qQuired two vacant lols at Sixth and .
), 1thorities . © T 832,600 project and requests- that »ﬂ Grove slreets, " immediately adja-
ministra- ' the federal government furnish 1o cent to Douglas park. .,E-@ will|
prioritieg 4 "A$18,600. - 1t was submitled in .the( {3 furnish the site.as a part of their
Dble, T v name :of the city of o_ﬁbéﬁm% “contribution, AU T gy
W for the ||~ Signed -by. Commissioner Roger #.\s Gallivan saiil. civig leaders and ;
s Com.ff . : Zambro, mayor pro tem,” who- said/: oficials .in “Urbana have voiced Ia-
) $2,500, o : R zp@,tw@..n.cﬁ_.oJ«E of all nccznc M .vor ‘of the project . and agsured|
0 by an | Wl pinbers. - L e i1 their support in-raising - Urbana’s >
by Mrs.|| o Lyle @gllivan, " executive secre-11 gyoe of the local  ‘contribution. "
pledged || - : - LOf the Home:aid War Chest, |1 ! mn.. tro... . .o cAl €O
van said . N
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Colored Center*

pi‘ove Grant From Sur , N
ke plus Funds. . -_-.;" . o

»A ocallon of $15, 000 "or more in
Honle and War ‘Chest funds to- pay
approximately half - the cost of| ..
erecti g’ a Negro- commumt center| - -
in-noftheast Champaign will be un-j

der ken if the proposal: merits thel .
;“approval of the subscribets to thef
i t, Lyle H. Gallivan, executxve i
“*secretary, announced today. - )
A petition - ‘requesting the. alloca-|t
txon of . a- portlon of . the  .Chest’s
: surplus for a ‘Negro. community
- center- was presented - Wednesday

evening to the executive commlttee e : , ) i k it w
of the Home and War. Chest.. ’ - N aco
““pore the names ‘of more than 300 ' : L - ' \‘ " Hc
*subscribers, it weniie . ' S ; wert
~The ' “executive '’ commlttee “ap- ! Wor
-pointed J. Ct. Thomas:and-Prof. G. | prov
L! Jordan as.members:of a special ! the
- committee ’ to - take the:: “proposal ) ) S o ! eien
. presented in . the petmon to! the . o . . . - \ and
’ "Chest- swbscrxbers.,l}\lllore -than 13,- . . ) 4 *. L ted
' -000 letters “asking.-jhe subscribers’ |l - : o H— S
‘views on the requt/s w111 e malled | L _ A, age
-out. shortly.. S R , v - . . " the
A2 Cost Mgy Be $&0,ooo ol . ' S o L o
_ Cost>0I\:the” Negro commumty . ) - - Than
‘center-ls estimated: in the neigh- : T ’ ' Co . R
“borhood "of {$30,000. Several’thous- . \ 194
and “dollars| raised- previously for| : ’ ’ . .. o cos
such, a project -are available to-be ) ' : ‘ i suk
i

added to ‘ihe proposed-Home. and

“War. Chest contribution, and the .

- executive :committee has-been as-| R (

-sured the remainder needed would { :

;probably be forthcoming lpcally." i rel

i ~Of the funds- -collected -earlier for] . . Lt . 0ot

- the center project, part was raised| = | ) L { be
t
|

. by the“colored- residents .under -a Lif
committee : headed - by ‘Ray’ Scott
‘with Richard Edwards as chaxrman

. . ar

-of the campaign, -~ L . ) ' - | ec

.The .colored citizens - also ac-| T o . . | ot

quired at that time two lots .at.the| e i a

northwest - corner of ~ Sixth’ -and \ v

. Grove streets, adjacent to Douglas . ir

b park, as the site for such a’center.; « . | B ) L - oC

) These two lots givé a fotal area of . : . s ;V n
132: feet by a .132 feét, - e e

« As'a result of its 1944 campaxgn - v 4

conducted -in the fall- of 1943, the} - . - ) o SRR

. Community Chest had set aside $2,-1 " s H ! Joor

I 500 fm a Negro. community center,} - : Lot

/ hich'is also ‘available for: the re-f o . . 1

vived project, .-~ I . . oW © oy

Part ‘of . 'the’ addltlonal. funds| . - . .- o
which will be required:above those | . o :

obtainable : from :Chest sources “or
already on’ hand is:proposed to- be
p;ocured ina d}ilve -among.. {lie -cols
ofed. townspeon !

2
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N ' . -|*" This architect’s.’sketch- pre-/ i 4 " room,” showers;. -etc.r The site,

" - .| sentsia’tentative’ conception ‘of" roject.. The -one-story -~ ‘adjacent to;Douglas’park, has, »ioerec

. : : the ‘proposed Negro ‘community . cpns_tructiop of which - already been-acquired by ‘the trib
: . . . -.'. center which. may be.erectedat.; "~ ipogsible in'19456 un~ . Negro residents- who Have ac- ' - Che
h  the northwest .corner _of . Sixth: ° "“tain.’'a lgrge Limeeting ‘or social . 7 _cumulated',some"—fu_ndsviof' -a.. pro’

. © and'Crove.streets' if -the sub-" 1. .der: priotities prorhised by the . center. "An-additional amount’ is* A

! ) . seribers .to'the Home and. War, federal government, weuld con-  promised through: private sub-. - )

Kt ) ! Chest approve the. allocation -of hall,: Jeitzhen, " library, reading -~ scription-on the' total. of $30,000 :
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ion} ot z 000 towald the constluc- ; T
o :ion og $ ermea.txon ‘center adjoin- ; “re Ne r 0 enter
ing Douglas park.in Champaign forl; a-
“coloped’ ‘serviceimen: was expressed | nt|.. :
eeting of, 35 Urbana citizens '11 PI. e Ct Here
U} éday ‘night’ in the : Uxil;ana As- i ’; 0]
ommerce office.’ - |
socf:i‘:}ls‘;ief ‘A of .C. president, .! ?t Chicago® regional “office of the
‘ . s' chall‘man ‘off the intormal meet- ' i |Federal Works ‘Agency, has approv-
i : ;‘:11 quh’included repxesentatives | ‘ ed the $18,500 federal grant for the.
: ofi the A “of. C. board. of directors, ; 1 | proposed $32,600- Negro community
| ! Feity, council and “vatk i " center for northeast Champaign, -
! : \ : . ' ' |Lyle H. Gallivan; executive secre-
; i : I Mtary of the Home and War Chest,
, s executive secre-| . ) { |announced today. :
} ! Ghampaig“'Urbana : i| Sanction of the regional office
| o Home nd ‘War'‘hest, “who .formu- " | |of the Federal Security Agency was
! \ ' ‘and’ developed: a ‘gooperative announced -previously. The project
10 Dlan for sponsoring the centel, re- applic_ation was forwarded today. to
| d) t;he steps taken to:date- -and Washington, D. C., for approval of
‘7 N Vie‘,ve ; pproval the main office - of the Federal *
s - i Works agency, but this is largely a
: | ) formality as the indorsement of the
: l ! : . regional -FWA office is tantamount
o cmlty agency. He - i to i ['to final approval from that agency.
Ci Won- then i way i| .However, - the -War Production :
! | board must grant its consent for the o
T, erection of the building because of
the critical materials involved, and .
Gallivan" said" this is probably the’
: [1argest remaining hurdle before the
. |federal. grant ‘can become a’ reality,
. ! ‘I Concurrence of the War depart- -~
\ 1 : (ment also is-néeded to signify its
. : -towgu a4 i i value as a military project as the ]
0 oc glxsuppolt, ; : propg_sed center woulq serve ‘to
Jo.n $3,000° conhibution i {provide for the recreation needs of .
A ’101“ e; lore(l citi-i- { | colored soldiers in this-area for the
o Ulb”‘““{ ico : : { [duration:of the war. .
\ ! [""Erection” of the building is also . 4
¢ contmgent upon obtaining $14,100 . A
. |in donations here. The Home and :
| War Chest has pledged $2,500 if 1ts :
: . - campaign for funds in November is - . ir
i bz_ma communitY- {successful ‘and the remainder is to "
"Major Resek, “in” charge . Of - {be raised by solicitations in Urbana Tk
creatio al4 frc1lities at Cha- :jand Champaigp and among the Ne-
;| gro residents, -
H Colored persons obtamed sum-
\ cient money in a drive last year to
i :{purchase two lots for the site for
| ![the: building at Sixth and Grove
: o i|streets, just opposite Douglas park,
1 The building would ‘be of con-
Jfcrete block or similar hghtweight
,} 1 masonry ' .construction, - 82 by - 63
| N feet” and would - provide a large .
: ‘.;hall 35 by 68 ‘feet,-and. smaller.
: y|rooms for library, ‘reading room,
ikxtchen, office, showers and lava-

torles
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Prehmma.ry architectural plans
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concrete blocks, with an over- -all
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sembly room plus a writing room;
library, office, ! ritchen, and toilets.

: Itxwyas estimated it could\‘be com-

pleted within’ four months

In the apphca’uon costs were
broken down as follc>W5'- Land,
$1,000; contracts, ,$"5 000; equip-
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architectural,
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© 900;  engineerings
and other fees,
expenses, $200.
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eration Thursday. The council is
in complete ag 1'eemer%t, the acting!g
mayor asserted 3‘
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\ Subscnptlon obtamed by : ‘ — Date

STANDARD or GIVING

IF ANNUAL
INCOME IS

less than $ 1,200

$ 1,200 to $ 4,000
$ 4,000 to $ 6,000

’ 6000to$ 8000 :

“the gifts, qf others, T promise to. pay THE SUM OF i
. AR \"_fn tha - i

Ch NEGRO SERVICEMEN'S CENTER DRIVE 1011
T For, the Year ndmg October 31,1943 T
- b (: .
mstallments, as follows—Begmmng Nov. 1, 1942°

r”‘,‘ .

‘Pa};able in

,EI- Quarterly /’lj Weekly or
' By payroll deductlon U O *By collector . . . . . . U
“To- FundAOﬁice—-Sos \South anht Street, Champaign, Illinois . . []

,-__;SIGNED _ - _
‘"Address to which ™ > T
- mail i is to be sent. ) :

8
. 1 '8 8,000 to $10,000
TOTAL GIFTS . slo'ooo and over

Dollars .Cents

*

CASH OR CHECK PAID!
Dollars . Cents

You May
.‘b%ignafe -

BALANCE DUE P

P

Dollars Cents = " On, Other Side
of This Card '
. i
AUDITOR T * !

Over — Use receipt on”

other side of this stub

Address

|
SUBSCRIPTIONS MAY BE DE-,
DUCTED FROM INCOME TAX'
RETURNS, o

|

i I T T U

for amount pledged
and paid.
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. citzens in the Black community were able to raise sufficient funds to
obtain two lots just adjaceal to Douglass Park, the present sité of Douglass
Center, which were donated to the effort, |

Lyle Gallivan, executive secretaty of the Champaign-Urbana Home and
War Chest was credited by the press for formulating the cooperative plan
for sponsoring the center. The actual application was submitted to the Federal
Works Agency and the War Production Board by the City of Champaign and signed
by city commissioner Roger E.'Zo&%o, mayor pro tem, with full approval fé?m
the Champaign and Urbana Councils,

Although Major E.F, Resek, in charge of all recreational facilities_at
Chanute Field, stated that adequate facilities had been proYided for colored
servicemen there, the applicatién stated the intention of the facility was to
fi1l the war time recreation needs of colored servicemen, and the needs of the
surrounding community after the war.

Serving this function, the new building was to replace the Lawhead
Servicemen's CenterAin Lawhead School, an inadequate facility consisting of
only two small rooms. Black community centers had existed previously, the first
at 503 E. Washington in 1934, Rent for this house was paid by the Community
Chest, utilities paid by the Towmship Supervisor. In 1936 a recreation committee
was formed by the City of Champaign, and 1939 saw the first tax supported
Black community center in a new location inh a2 house on a corner of Douglass Park.
The center was moved three more times, to St., Luke's C.M.,E. Church basement,
the American Legion Post, and finally to the present site adjacent to Douglass
Park as a result of the effort made in 1943,

The Department of Recreation under the airectorship of Miss Hazel Iungerich
controlled programming and operation of the center untill 1967 when the function

of recreation became the jurisdiction of the Champaign Park District.

N S SR A NN T |
HISTORY OF DOUGLASS CENTER: PRELIMINARY OUTLINE 3/16/171

ATTENTION READER: This is a rough outline of the history of Douglass Center
' compiled after limited research and interviewing. The

purpose of such a history may be many-fold, but its immediate
purpose is to be used in the text of the Champaign Park
District's response to the proposal for a multi-purpose
center to be located adjacent to the Douglass Center sitse,
submitted by the Community Advocacy Depot. There may be
factual errors in this ouline, and there undoubtably are
significant ommissions, I would very much aprreciate your
review of this rough outline, and any additions which you
feel are significant, In addition to factual, descriptive
inforation about the history of Douglass Center, I would be
most interested in analytical and evaluative comments.. Sug-
gestions as to the content and purpose of such a history
would also be of special interest.

Residential and social segregation, inadequacy of recreational facilities
in the Black community, feelings of alienation on the part of Black servicemen
with reguards to regular USO centers, and more than four years of effort by
people like Raymond W. Scott-and Richard Edwards led to the submission of a
$32,600 grant propo;al to the federal govermment for the construction of a
recreation centgrlfor Black servicemen in September of 1943,

The application requested $18,500 from the federal government, the remaining
$14,iOO to be raised by a cooperative effort of the local citizenry, Local
support included a $3,000 contribution from the Black community of Champaign
and Urbana, $2,500 f;em‘the-4ﬁohs!ihy and War Chest Organization in lieu of
a donation to the Washington St. colored nursery, $3,500 f%dm the City of
Champaign Recreation Department; and $2.000_from the Urbana Communtiy.1

The proposal was a revival of a similar one made two years previously

but denied by the federal government, . However, during the two years which elapsed,

1 Champaign-Urbana News Gazette. Sept., 17, 1943,



Although the programming and operation of Douglass Center has never
been completely in the habds of the Black community, these functions have
always been the reponsibility of the director and staff, A chrondlogical

list of directors follows; please make any additions necessary.

Mrs. Erma Scott Bridgewater
Mrs, Odelia Wesley

ﬁr. Taylor Thomas

Mr, Lee Carey

¥r. | Jones

Mr, Paul Hursey

Mr, Williams

Mr. Edgar Mc Night

In 1956 an addition to the building was constructed with a donation

from Mr., Hartwell Howard.

Although the original plans called for a wide diversity of programs and
opportunities, the actual use of the facility has been skewed toward young
males with interests in basketball., The facility'is inadequate as a gymnasium, .
and the use as such limits its ability to serve the recreational needs of

irls and younger children., |

Youth gang riﬁalfies which were associated tq Douglass Center by the press

in 1967-68 created another kind of problem; parents in the area were somewhat

reluctant to send their young children to the center for fear: of gang influence,
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speaking to groups about slavery. It had ail begun when he

went to Nantucket in 1941 to attend an abolitionist meeting.
The group requested him to speak and he received such a tre-
mendous response more and more groups requested him to speak
at their meetings.

In many instances, Frederick was beaten because people
did not believe that he could ever have been a slave because
of his tremendous speaking ability. 1In order to prove that he
had actually been a slave, he wrote the story:of his life.
He called it "Narravive of the Life of Frederick Douglass,
An American Siave." In his book he named his master and
consequently escaped to England so that his master could not
reclafim him. |In 1846, the people of England collected $700.
to buy his freedom from his master and they also collected
$25100 to help Douglass continue his work.

After 21 months, Douglass returned to the states a free
man. He then took his family and moved to Rochester, New
York, and started a Newspaper with the money the people had
collected for him. He named it "The North Star".

He dedicated his life to help slaves and he ied them to
free states. He was given the title of Marshall for the
District ofLColuhbfa for President Garfield.

Two years after his wife died, Douglass married a white
woman, Helen Pitts, in 1882. They made their home on W. Street,
Cedar Hill in Washington, D.C.

In February 1972, the Frederick Douglass home was ded-
icated on the 155th anniversary of his birth, as part of the

National Park System. President Lincoln characterized Douglass

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS WASHINGTON BAILEY
ALITAS
FREDERICK DOUGLASS

Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey was born a slave in
February, 1917 on a plantation in Talbot County, Maryland.
Frederick's mother was a slave so he lived with his grandmother,
Betsey Bailey. Colonel Edward Lloyd owned the plantation where
his mother was a slave and Captain Anthony was the manager of
the Lloyd plantations.

When Frederick was eight years old, his mother died and
he was put to work as a slave on the plantation. The daughter -
of Mr. Lloyd took an immediate liking to Frederick and recom-
mended that he be sent fto Baltimore to work for the Auld
family. There he got an introduction to reading lessons and
mathematics.but Mr. Auld soon put an end to his education.

While in Baltimore, Fred made frieads with a black
sailor who gave him his passes and uniform $o that Fred could
escape. He ran off to New York and escaped with no difficulty.
During his time in Baltimore, he had met Ann Murray and had
sent for her when he arrived in New York. When she arrived,
they were married and shortly after they moved to Bedford,
Massachusettes.

At this time, Frederick decided to change his name to
conceal his idenfity. He renamed himself after 2 man he
greatly admired, Douglass, so his new name would be Frederick
Douglass.

Frederick and Ann had two children, Rosetta and Lewis.

After they had gotten settled, Douglass began a career in



1941 - Douglass Community Service Organization started movement for Douglass

-

Center supported by Black civic, social and fraternal organizations of

Champaign Urbana.

Black citizens contributed $3,000 to the building fund.

Champaign County Home and War Chest allocated $19,500 to the proiect.
Contract for counstruction - February 12, 1945.

Ground breaking - February 18, 1945.

Dedication - September 23, 1945 - Cost $35,000.

Taylor Thomas - First Director.

DOUGLASS CENTER

"INDIVIDUALS AND SOURCES THAT CONTRIBUTED

Mrs. Cecil (lrma) Bridgewater *
608 E. Washington

356-3338

John Kearns - City Engineer x
401 W. Pennsylvania U - 344-2199

102 N, Neil - 337-2458

H.E. Moore . *
908 W. Healey B

352-3949 .

Mrs. Wesley
Washington School
606 E. Grove
337-3901

Mr. Jim Smith
Architecture - U of |
CAD

333-7073

Mr. Richard Edwards
907 N. S5th S+t.
352-9344

Nelle Hayes
"C" Center
352-9661

Mr. Taylor Thomas
Urbana Township U
328-2434

Paul Hursey
1309 Ellis
Urbana
367-4176

Julius Davis
1102 W. Green
352-8380

INFORMATION FOR THIS PAPER

French L. Fraker
501 W. Church
356-7233

"Pick" D.C. Dodds

1010 W. Armory

352-9731

LeeGreenman

Greenman's Clothing Store
352-2433

News Gazette

Courier
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COMMITTEE, COMPOSED OF RAYMOND SCOTT, CHAIRMAN, CECIL D. NELSON,
HOMER L. CHAVIS, CHARLES PETTIFORD AND ALV]N FOXWELL. VARIOUS FUND
RAISERS WERE HELD, AMONG THEM, A CONCERT FEATURING THE
“SOUTHERNAIRES” A RADIO AND CONCERT QUARTET. THIS COMMITTEE RAISED
$3,000 IN THE NEGRO COMMUNITY. THESE FUNDS WERE USED TO PURCHASE
THE LAND AT THE CORNER OF SIXTH AND GROVE STREETS. ADDITIONAL FUNDS
FROM THE COMMUNITY WAR CHEST AND THE FEDERAIL WORKS AGENCY WERE
ALLOCATED TO BUILD THE SERVICEMEN’S CENTER. WITH THE
UNDERSTANDING THAT IT WOULD BECOME A COMMUNITY CENTER AFTER THE
WAR. MANY MEN IN THE COMMUNITY WERE ACTIVE IN THIS ENDEAVOR.

IN REPORTING THE DEDICATION CEREMONIES, THE NEWSPAPER
STATED THAT “CORPORAL ROBERT BROOKS OF CHANUTE FIELD, (WHOSE RICH
BARITONE VOICE HAS CAPTIVATED NUMEROUS CHAMPAIGN-URBANA
AUDIENCES IN THE LAST FEW YEARS,) PRESENTED TWO SOLOS.” MAXWELL
GRANVILLE (WHO LATER ACTED ON BROADWAY), PRODUCED A CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT AT THE NEW CENTER. THIS FACT WAS MENTIONED IN A BOOK
PUBLISHED BY HIM IN LATER YEARS.

AND SO, IN CLOSING TO THOSE OF YOU PRESENT TODAY AND WHO WERE
HERE IN THE EARLY YEARS: THE TREATMENT YOU RECEIVED HERE WAS, UN-
FORTUNATELY INDICATIVE OF THE TIMES, BUT YOUR LEGACY TO OUR BLACK
COMMUNITY AND THE BENEFITS TO OUR YOUTH WILL LIVE ON FOREVER.

THANK YOU, MRS.. ERMA SCOTT BRIDGEWATER

AIRMEN OF THE 99th PURSUIT SQUADRON IN CHAMPAIGN-URBANA

THE DOUGLASS CENTER OF TODAY WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY THE
PRESENCE OF THE “COLORED” SOLDIERS OF THE 99th PURSUIT SQUADRON WHO
WERE STATIONED AT THE CHANUTE AIR FORCE BASE IN RANTOUL, ILLINOIS.

THE U.S.0., NATIONALLY CREATED FOR THE ENTERTAINMENT OF OUR
“MEN IN SERVICE”, DID NOT WELCOME THE COLORED AIRMEN IN THEIR
FACILITY HERE IN CHAMPAIGN-URBANA. INSTEAD, THE LAWHEAD
SERVICEMEN’S CENTER WAS CREATED FOR THEM. IT CONSISTED OF TWO
ROOMS, 22' X 25' EACH, IN THE BASEMENT OF THE OLD LAW&-]EAD SCHOOL,
LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF FIFTH AND GROVE STREETS IN CHAMPAIGN,
ILLINOIS. IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT 2500 SERVICEMEN AND HOSTESSES PER
MONTH ATTENDED THE CENTER.

THE CITY OF CHAMPAIGN’S RECREATION DEPARTMENT PROVIDED STAFF
AND PROGRAMMING, THAT INCLUDED MOV[ES, DANCING, SPECIAL HOLIDAY
FESTIVITIES AND A SNACK BAR. THE SNACK BAR WAS POPULAR SINCE THERE
WERE FEW, IF ANY PLACES FOR THEM TO EAT. MRS.. BUFORD OF DANVILLE,
WAS THE FIRST DIRECTOR, FOLLOWED BY MISS KATHRINE WALLACE OF
GALESBURG AND LATER MRS.. ERMA SCOTT BRIDGEWATER AND MS. PAULINE
JOHNSON OF CHAMPAIGN. THE LATTER TWO WERE NAMED ACTING DIRECTORS
OF THE NEW CENTER. |

IT WAS, QUITE EVIDENT THAT MORE SPACE WAS NEEDED; AND SO, THE

NEGRO SERVICEMEN’S CENTER DRIVE WAS LAUNCHED IN 1943 BY A




DOUGLASS PARK

Thr original plot of land that is now Douglass Park was purchased

by the Township Park District on April 30, 1931; f;om Vern A.
Roland, his wife Anna K. Roland, Lela Collins and her husband
Lioyd S. Collins. There are 2 deeds to the park,the main one
being for an area of 3 t acres while the other one is only

for a ten foot wide, 162 foot long strip of land which was
bought on April 29, 1931 for $1.00. The main deed was written
up so that $2,000 in cash was baid at the time of sale wlth

two more payments of $7,500 each, the first one to be paid

June 1, 1932 and the second one June !, 1933, (Records Office,

Deeds Department, County Clerk)

The decision to name the new park in 1933, was made by

the Park Board which included J.W. Stipes, D.C. "Pick" Dodds,
and Lee Greenman. According to Mr. Dodds and Mr. Greenman,
the decision was left up to the people 6f the community.
They made a survey of the residents of the area, thch were
predominately black, and the general consensus was In favor
of naming the Park after Mr. Frederick Douglass. The Park,
Board accepted this choice and officlally named the Park.

In 1935 Mr. King J. McCristol, now head of the Physical
Education Department at the U of I, organized and directed
the first five playgrounds, including Douglass Park. The
park has always had organized activity since then.

In 1936 a planning committee was organized for recreation,
composed of Seely Johnston, W. Swearingen, K. McCristol,

H.E. Konney and H. Ammerman. In 1938 the people of Champaign

voted for tax supported recreation and the first tax money

THE HISTORY OF DOUGLASS CENTER

AND DOUGLASS PARK



HOW DID WE GET DOUGLASS CENTERZ?

o The first Community Center in Champaign was known as the
Neighborhood House and it was located at 503 East Washington.
This center was established in 1934 and the Community Chest
Funds paid the money for the rent. The heat, light, gas, water
and telephone were provided by the Township Supervisor. The
first programs at this center included sewing, cooking, courses
in nutrition, first aid, and various things. The funds were
received from the Community Chest to cover the cost of the
program. (Nelle Hayes)

In 1939 the Community Center was then moved to a house in
the corner of Douglass Park on Tremont Street. From this time
until 1967 when the merger of Parks and Recreation occured, rent
and all operational expenses were paid by the Champaign Recreation
.DeparTmenT. The Center was then moved from the house in the Park
to St. Luke's Methodist Church basement, then fo the American
Legion Post and from there to the present site in September 1945.
(Gazette 9/22/45)

Plans for the Douglass Community Center were begun in 1940
when a house adjacent to Douglass Park in which the community had
carried on its recreational program was turned over as a residence.
The Douglass Community Service Committee was organized at that time
to raise funds for a new recreational building. The first two
drives were conducfed in 1940 and 1941 and enough money wa§ raised
through contributions and entertainment to buy the ground adjacent
to Douglass Park. In 1941, also, an appeal was made to the govern-

ment for federal aid fto build the center which would be used for

received for this was.in 1939. At that time, the city took

over all recreation. The Community Chest had funded all
previous progfamsh

The first Superintendent of Recreation under the tax
supported recreation programs before Recreation became a
seperate Department was Fred Major. He was followed by Hugh
Enocht and Hazel lungerich. In 1967 the merger of Parks

and Recreation occured.



The Building was dedicated on September 22,1945. The Park
Board Commissioners at the time Douglass Center was dedicated
were Lee Greenman, Hardin Boulware and D.C. "Pjck" Dodds, Sr.
Mrs. Cecil (lrma) Bridgewater assumed the position of Director of
the Center at that time. She was replaced by Taylor Thomas
on November 1, 1945, because a male director was preferred.
(Taylor Thomas, Gazette 10/11/45)

Mr. Thomas resigned to assume a teaching position In Sept-
ember, 1948 and the directors of the center following him to

the present are as follows:

September 1948 - July 1951 - Ernest F. Nelson - resigned (Gazette
9/45)
July 1951 - November 1952 - James Jones - resigned - (Gazette 11/52)

November 1952 - January 1955 - C. Lee Carey - (Gazette 1/55)
January 1955 - April 1960 - Paul Hursey - (Gazette 4/60)

April 1960 - March 1, 1964 - Irma Bridgewater - (Gazette:4/60
lrma Bridgewater)

March 1964 - October 1967 - Augustus Williams - (Gazette 10/67)
October 22, 1967 - August 1, 1969 ~ Booker T. Ford - (Gazette 8/69)
October 1969 - Present - Edgar McNight

Edgar McNight took over originally as temporary replacement
after Mr. Ford left then he was assigned as permanent Director.
(Edgar McNight)

According to the Gazette dn July 1947, during World War 1|1},
Douglass Center was also used as a U;S;O. Center for Servicemen.
In August 1946 the USO - Champaign/Rantoul - offered to donate
$200 a month to Douglass Center to offset the loss of federal

aid. In March 1947 the funds were cut to $100 a month and then

soldiers' recreation durikg the war. No federal grants were
torthcoming, however, and in July 1943, the Community Chest offered
its assistance, contributing first $2,500 then and in 1944,
$17,000. The building was made possible from private donations
and from a generoﬁs over-subscription of Community Chest funds.
Some furnishings were the gift of Mr. Issac Kuhn estate.(Gazette
9/22/45)

In 1943 a group of citizens secured the space adjacent to
the Park for the building of Douglass Center. The federal govern-

ment offered $18,500 if the community could furnish $14,500.

The community received $%L500 from the Home and War Chest, $3,500
from the Recreation Department, and $2,000from the City of Urbana.
The balance came from individual and group donations. Assurance
of donations was certain by September 1943 and land was cleared
and construction was 'begun. The contract was let for Douglass
Center on February 12,1944, and the ground was broken on February
18, 1944 to begin construction. The total costs of the building
was $35,000. (Courier 9/24/45)

The building is of haydite block painted white on the outside
and finished in Iigﬁf green on the inside. The general assembly,
a Two story high section of the building, is used for dances,
meetings, and basketball and is partially surrounded by the rest
of the building which consists of a lounge, snack bar, kitchen,
office, and ftwo large rooms which may be used for meetings, and
small groups. Furniture for the lounge came from closed USO

buildings and the Lawhead Service Center Fifth and Grove Streets.

(Gazette 9/22/45)
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In June and July of 1963, the Twin City Boosters Club spon-
sored a six week Day Camp program in the park. In October 1968,
one more acre was added to the park and was purchased by Mrs.
Catherine Alagna.

in July 1970, approximately 6.7 acres of land were added to
the Park for a multi-purpose game area for $42,000. Labor and
material were $7,400 at maximum. Only 2 men were hired to do the
labor so the majority of the labor was done by 4 neighborhood
you#h groups that volunteered. This multi-purpose area was designed
for play, picnics and an area for outdoor performing arts.

The library project for Douglass was initiated in November,
1970 and was funded through a $60,000 federal grant. The re-
modeling of the room for the library was begun in November 1970
and was comp!eTed on March 18, 1971: The library opened as a
branch of the Champaign Public Library on January 1, 1972 and
received a federal grant of $18,500 for a one year period. From
March, 1971 until that time, the library was operated under a joint
effort of the Urbana Public Library, The Champaign Public Library
and The Lincoln Trails Library.

The years of continued interest making the present facllity
possible were the efforts of many. To name a few - Mr. Seely
Johnston, Mr. Seward Staley, Mr. James Hefferman, Mr. John Mit-
tender ,Mr. Cecil Nelson, Mr. Julius X. Davis, Mr. Vern Scott,

Mr. W.H. Thompson, Mr. M.G. Snyder, Mr. James O'Neil, Mr. Don
Bresnan, Mr. E.H. Mellon, Mr. D.L. Huxtable, Mr. A.V. Sapora,
Mr. Richard Edwards, Mr. Ray Scott, Mr. Lee Greenman, Mayors

Flynn, Babb, Lafferty and Dexter.

they were completely cut off in July 1947. They were used to

provide recreation programs for black servicemen.. At this time,

changes began to take place at Douglass Center. In 1946, the
Board of Directors at Douglass Center voted for $300. to be used
for landscaping the Center. From this time on, a great amount
of funds were put into Douglass Center for improvements and
ddditions. tn July 1951 Douglass Center was redecorated.
tn April of 1950, Douglass Center applied to the Community
Chest to enter the fund and was accepted. They were granted
$1,210 for the six month period of May 1, 1950 - November 1, 1950.
A study was to be made after the alloted period of time to study
the effectiveness of the program, and to decide whether another
six month period of funding was justified. (Gazette April 23, 1950)
According to the Gazette in December, 1950, the Recreation
and Playground Board attained full charge of Douglass Center in
December, 1950. Title was transferred from the Civic Foundation,
which was dissolved because of tax problems, to the City of
Champaign. The Civic Foundation, a non-profit organization,
had held the title since 1945 when the Center opened. It was a
surprise move to the City of Champaign, and they reluctantly
accepted the title without formal ceremony. They had tried to
get someone else to take It because of the burden of the cost
of mainfajning and managing it. When the civic foundation had
transferred the deed, they divided up the cities $11,200 assets
among four agencies. At this time, the funds received from the
Comménity Chest were no longer continued.
i In October, 1961, 2.2 acres € $3,000/acre were added to the

park for a ball diamond. (Gazette October 1961)




ORIGINAL DOUGLASS CENTER

1941 - Douglass Community Service Organization started movement for Douglass

Center supported by Black civic, social and fraternal organizations of

Champaign Urbana.

Black citizens contributed $3,000 to the building fund.

Champaign County Home and War Chest allocated $19,500 to the proiect.
Contract for construction - February 12, 1945.

Ground breaking - February 18, 1945.

Dedication - September 23, 1945 - Cost $35,000.

Taylor Thomas - First Director.
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cftzens in the Black community were able to raise sufficient funds to
| obtain two lots just adjaceal to Douglass Park, the present site of Douglass
Center, which were donated to the effort.

Lyle Gallivan, éxecutive secretaty of the Champaign-Urbana Home and
War Chest was credited by the press for formulating the cooperative plan
for sponsoring the center., The actual application was submitted to the Federal
Works Agency and the War Production Board by the City of Champaign and signed
by city commissioner Roger E. Zomro, mayor pro tem, with full approval féfm
the Champaign and Urbana Councils.

Although Major E.F. Resek, in charge of all recreational facilities at
Chanute Field, stated that adequate facilities had been proYided for colored
servicemen there, the applicatién stated the intention of the facility was to
£i11 the war time recreation needs of colored servicemen, and the needs of the
surrounding community after the war,

Serving this function, the new building was to replace the Lawhead
Servicemen's Centerhin Lawhead School, an inadequate facility consisting of
only two small rooms. Black community centers had existed previously, the first
at 503 E. Washington in 1934, Rent for this house was paid by the Community
Chest, utilities paid by the Township Supervisor. In 1936 a recreation committee
was formed by the City of Champaign, and 1939 saw the first tax supported
Black community center in a new location in a house on a corner of Douglass Park.
The center was moved three more times, to St. Luke!s C.M.E. Church basement,
the American Legion Post, and finally to the present site adjacent to Douglass
Park as a result of the effort made in 1943.

The Department of Recreation under the directorship of Miss Hazel Iungerich
controlled programming and operation of the center untill 1967 when the function

of recreation became the jurisdiction of the Champaign Park District.

VAl % Sl 4R WEN i o
HISTORY OF DOUGLASS CENTER: PRELIMINARY OUTLINE 3/16/'71

ATTENTION READER: This is a rough outline of the history of Douglass Center
' compiled after limited research and interviewing. The

purpose of such a history may be many-fold, but its immediate
purpose 1s to be used in the text of the Champaign Park
District's response to the proposal for a multi-purpose
center to be located adjacent to the Douglass Center sits,
submitted by the Community Advocacy Depot. There may be
factual errors in this ouline, and there undoubtably are
significant ommissions, I would very much appreciate your
review of this rough outline, and any additions which you
feel are significant, In addition to factual, descriptive
inforation about the history of Douglass Center, I would be
most interested in analytical and evaluative comments.. Sug-
gestions as to the content and purpose of such a history
would also be of special interest,

Residential and social segregation, inadequacy of recreational facilities
in the Black community, feelings of alienation on the part of Black servicemen
Wwith reguards to regular USO centers, and more than four years of effort by
people like Raymond W, Scottland Richard Edwards led to the submission of a
$32,600 grant proposal to the federal govermment for the construction of a
recreation centgr for Black servicemén in September of 1943,

The application requested $18,500 from the federal goverrment, the remaining
$14,iOO to be raised by a cooperative effort of the local citizenry. Local
support included a $3,000 contribution from the Black community of Champaign
and Urbana, $2,500 from the 4fomeiy and War Chest Organization in lieu of
a donation to the Washington St. colored nursery, $3,500 f:om the City of
Champaign Recreation Department, and $2.000 from the Urbana Communtiy.’

The proposal was a revival of a similar one made two years previously

but denied by the federal government., However, during the two years which elapsed,

1 Champaign-Urbana News Gazette. Sept. 17, 1943,
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payroll made it a little difficult. In time the director left and | continued to work
there. At that time Douglass Center was a house in Douglass Park, and it was a
six-room house. That's where | learned to make a fire in the furnace, because it
had a furnace in the basement. There was a pretty good program there. We had

a good outdoor program, baseball, softball. (Doorbell rings). (Pause).

Dallas Brown: You were telling me about how you learnedto . .

Erma Bridgewater: Yes, make a fire in the furnace. Well, as | said, the program
was a good one. It involved, especially the part in the park . We had a lot of
elderly people there who played shuffleboard, checkers, and I'm not sure of my
years, but the Chanute Field had — there were a lot of soldiers from there who

came down and we had special programs for them although there was that

jealousy between the townspeople, you know — youngsters, especially about the -

girls and soldiers. It was the 99th Squadron was up there, and at that time they
were a good many of them college graduates and | think pilots, quite a few of
them were pilots at that time too. There were dances out in the park, some
tennis, not much. But, the program was pretty good.

I was sent to a conference in Dayton, Ohio, and that's when | got excited
about a new center because | was there representing — | was sitting in a, | think
it was about a $200,000 building in Dayton with all kinds of facilities and
everything and representing a house — a six-room house with thirteen broken
windows. (Laughs). From there we went to visit a center in Lima, Ohio, and
there were about — let's see, they had an $80,000-building, and | think there
were about 500 blacks there, and they even had a swimming pool. And I figured,
"Well if they can do that, then we ought to be able to do something." And | came

back all inspired and talking, and my dad and Mr. Richard Edwards, Mr. F0xwell,'

soiighis
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Newman Hall, and it was under a black woman who Was as mean as | don't know
what. My mother was working there too at the time, but | had looked around
trying to find a job and couldn't. At least | wasn't able to right away. But | worked
there until | decided it was time to leave and try something else. I've never
wanted to leave Champaign. I've always felt that | could find somethingA here
someway, somehow. | did go around a little bit with some people who lived down
the street from us looking for work, in social work. Of course, my degree was in
sociology. At that time there wasn't a school of social work and | just didn't find
anything. '

Untiivthe Douglass Center or the — it wasn't really Doug!aés Center — it
Was Neighborhood House in the beginning. And it was under WPA. And that
was when they changed it over. The city took over the Douglass . . . well, took
over the program was when | was hired as recreation leader. But they had a full
staff there then that was on WPA, and | was the only person there with a college
degree and they sure made it tough for me for a while. You know how we do.

It's "Who do you think you are?" and | lived on the other side of town, and they
sent me home crying quite a bit in the beginning. For one thing, the woman that
was director didn't. . . Well, | had no training in recreation and, as director, she
didn't help me much. She sent me down to the swings to swing the kids which
wasn't too bad because | was learning to get used to youngsters. But then |
finally went to the office and told them | wasn't learning anything. They got after
her and then-she started teaching me crafts and so on.

But the rest of thé staff was just aé bad in that respect. So | finally decided
that what | had to do was to say ‘a few curse words here and there, and do a few
things, you know, and say that | drank a little bit now and then in order to get in
with them. It worked. It took a little time but it worked, and we finally got to

where we got along swell together. But being the only employee on the city's




sure are getting fat." And then 1 quit. | got married in 1941, he was born late in
1942, and then when my husband went to the Navy | went back to work. | went
back to Douglass and worked until he came home, and then | quit from 1945 to
55, | think it was. | believe, because it was a ten-year span there when | didn't
work, when | decided to quit and raise my children. However, | didn't work there

but my dad and | served parties during that time.

Dallas Brown: You mean catering?

Erma Bridgewater: Catering, yes. He was very good at that, and it was

something | could do and still stay at home. And | enjoyed working with him, too,
and the money was pretty good — came in handy. Then | went back to work
after the kids were all up. | hadn't really p|anned to but we wanted to do some
work on the house and they asked me to come back so | went back. And it took
me — having been away about ten years from young people — it took me about
a month to get used to their slang and their dances and everything else; And |
sat around for that month and watched them, and finally | learned some of the
dances, and you know, if you can do that you're in. So | was in with them and |
stayed there for about nine years. We had some good programs. | really
enjoyed working with the youngsters. Of course, | had the girls . . . | went there
as assistant director then, and we had drill teams. | taught sewing, cooking, |
even learned to square dance so | could teach it. | think one of the greatest

advantages to me in. . . [End Side A]
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" a few of them formed a committee. Ray Hines. And began talking about a

center. Also the Community Chest, which later became United Way, had some
extra funds. Along with that, though, there was also this idea of not wanting
black soldiers to come into the USO that they had here, and so in that case they
needed someplace for them to go. ‘ |

~ We had left the house because the man Wanted it back, and had gone to
the American Legion Hall. They let us in there for a while. Then we wentto a
church basement, the CME church basement, and from there on to Lawhead
School basement, so we were sort of going around. And that was where the
Lawhead Servicemen Center was, in the Lawhead School basement. That
turned out to be real nice. We had some nice programs there. One of the young
men | saw in New York once who was active in one of our Christmas progkams
we had, also in some of the programs we had there at the center. And then from
the Community Chest they had some surplus funds, and with that and the fact

that there were some people who said if you raise a certain amount we'll give a

certain amount. And | thinkitwas. ..

Dallas Brown: Was that the War Chest?

Erma Bridgewater: Yes. They started that campaign for money on December 7

— they bombed Japan, Hiroshima — yes, it was December 7, 1941, that which
made ita gvodd time for raising money, too. (Laughs). Then the center was built
in 1945, and | was there as director for one month. My husband came back from
the Navy and | decided | was ready to go home. By that time | had had the first
child, because that was when | was still working. Let's see, that was before the
Lawhead Servicemen Center. | was working in Lawhead School with the

preschool program. | was pregnant, one of the little boys said, "Miss Scott you
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Erma Bridgewater, Oral Interview

SIDE B

Erma Bridgewater: | was able to have my children come there after school, and |

got to know what other kids were wearing, what they were doing, the slang. |
even taught mine some of the dances, and | think it not only helped me, but it
helped them a lot, too. It helped them to get used to other kids and to ﬁf in, and
they never had problems with getting along with the rest of them because they
were in with'them. They went to Washington School — my youngest child was
my daughter — she went to Washington School, and, of course, shé could come
right there after school. The rest of them could come there. They got into
basketball and track.

" In fact, there was a time when | thought | didn't care too much about track.
lt seemed to — you know, just sitting around waiting for somebody's turn to get
ready to run, but when | found out my youngest son cbuld run track, boy | really
got into it then. And then we got girls into track. And | really got involved in it and
we took them, oh, as far as state meets in the JC Jamboree, and we had a lot of
winners, too. That was one of the, really the most rewarding things | think I've
had happen to me was in the work at Douglass Center. And as | see the kids —
well, see them now as young men and women they still are anxious to come up |
and let me know the good things they're doing and that really gives you a real lift.

Let's see, | stayed there until 1964 | believe it was, as director part of that
time. They decided they needed a man as difector which was fine. 1didn't have

any quarrel with that. But then when they finally got him they cut my salary in

order to pay his, and | felt ike that was asking a little bit too much, so I left. And |

got a job then — let's see, | was 50 years old then, which is kind of old to go out

looking for a job. So | went to the University and | either had too much education
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CHAMPAIGN PARK DISTRICT
DOUGLASS ANNEX SENIOR CITIZENS ROSTER

1999

Director Barbara McGee
Office Phone: 398-2562

NAME ADDRESS CITY ZIP PHONE __ B-DAY
1. Adams, Charles 303 N. Third C 20 356-0270 Apr 29
2. Alexander, Mary 2304 Southmoor Dr. C 21 356-2363 Aug 24
3. Algee, Eva 1213 Gwetrude C 20 352-9818 Sept 5
4. Allen, Mahalie 404 W. Eureka C 20 398-4803 July 2
5. Anderson, Dollie 404 W. Ells C 20 352-0433 Oct 3
6. Anderson, Lovie 603 E. Washington C 26 356-2727 May 12
7. Anderson, Minnie 1105 N. Fourth C 20 352-9851 Sept 8
8. Avant, Mary 1219 Redwood C 21 356-8438 Oct 14
9. Avant, Mozell 1201 W. Eureka U o1 367-0154 Mar 25
10. Banks, Dawson Jr. 923 N. Linview Dr. U 01 384-1655 July 14
11. Barnes, Johnny 707 N. Busey U 01 367-9285 Dec 7
12. Barnes, Theressa 707 N. Busey U 01 367-9285 Apr 26
13. Bean, Margie 1409 W. Beardsley U 01 367-5821 Septi14
14. Benton, Olivetta 108 W Washington#407 C 20  355-0669 Sept20
15. Booker, Edna 504 N Ash C 20 356-3080 July 3
16. Bracy, Helen 921 N Fourth C 20 352-8327 Apr 30
17. Brent, Emma 111 Belefontaine C 20 352-0803 Aug 6
18. Britt, Richard 510 E Beardsley C 20 356-0086 Nov 9
19. Brown, Donald 1709 Harrington C 21 356-5503 Feb 18
20. Brown, Garnetta 1709 Harrington C 21 356-5503 Jan 3
21. Brown, Jerry 1414 Hollyhill C 21 356-4309

Aug 6
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. Bright, Clara

. Campbell, Catherine
. Campbell, Juanita

. Campbell, Willie

. Chambers, Berniece
. Coleman, Earnestine
. Conley, Dorothy

. Conner, Lula

. Davis, Jean

. Davis, Samuel

. Deshong, Ruthie
. Drake, Rosie

. Dixon, Carolyn

. Donald, Willie

. Edwards, Maude

7. Fonviile, Ruth

. Foster, Olive
. Franklin, Berniece

. Friend, Dorothy
. Gipson, Susie

. Gray, Rosetta

. Gray, Ruth

. Green, Dorothy

. Harrsion, Esther
. Hayes, Jim ‘

1208 W. Tremont

2506 Roland Dr.

1209 N. Sixth

1210 W Bradley
603 E. Columbia
1005 E. Hill

1203 W. Ellis

1504 Summit Ridge

1207 Dorie Miller
1207 Dorie Miller
507 E. Beardsley
1103 N. Fourth
1617 W. Union
907 N. Harvey

1204 1/2 N. Goedwin

i303 Brian PL. #4
306 E. Park #206
601 E. Columbia

1203 Williamsburg
1909 Diana Ln.
1307 N. Romaine
802 Oakcrest

711 Bethume

275 Alexander
1204 W Dublin
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384-5304

359-3729
359-6027
351-2174
352-5714
328-4320
367-1417
359-6617

352-5372
352-5372
352-4451
356-1517
356-0580
384-5680

367-0763

359-5977
356-5561
384-7258
359-3692
356-8399

8902-4175
384-6334

Apr 27

Oct 8

Mar 12
June30
May28
Sep 19
Mar 19
Nov 5

Mar 21
Oct 20
Apr 26
Jan 26
Jan. 7
Sep 27

Sep 17

Nov 4

Mar 12
Nov 27
Sep 15
Aug 8

Feb 12
Dec 13
May13

Mayi4
Oct 31



48 Hjﬂsman, Ruthie

49. Hines, Marie

50. Hite, Dorothy

7 51. Hornbuckle, Willie C.
52, Howell, Ellie M.

53. Hudson, Odessa

54. Huffman, Ether

55. Humphrey, Kathryn

56. Jackson, Daisy

57. Jackson, Edwin

58. Jamerson, Dora

59. Johnson, Daisy

60. Johnson, Theresa

61. Jones, Mildred

62. Jordon-Luckey, Dorothy

63. Kennedy, Ethel
64. Kennedy, John
63. Kennedy, Marge
66. Killion, Gladys
67. Kindle, Freddie
68. Kinney, Abella

69, Latham, Ruth
70. Lewis, Carol
71. Mason, Juanita

72. McCoy, Mary Louise
73. McClean, Mary

1908 Joanne ILn,

3328 Ridgwood Dr.

305 E Washington
1212 N Sixth

930 Linview

509 E Grove

1212 Paula Dr.
1213 Crispus Dr.
716 Tawney Ct.

1210 W Eureka
1210 W. Eureka
1305 W Tremont
#4 Columbia Pl
1601 Gates Pl
717 Tawney Ct.
1210 Crispus Dr.

903 N Fifih
712 Tawney Ct
712 Tawney Ct
1204 Ellis Dr
404 E Eureka
1111 N Market

410 E Columbia
2573 Clayton Blvd
1209 N Sixth

501 Columbia PH#8
1510 Aztec Dr.
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352-2885
356-0396
356-6595
356-2771
344-6016
356-5228
359-4623
356-9488
356-4180

328-1329
328-1329
328-2045
356-6316
356-5188
358-6273
352-3169

359.5490
352-0325
352-0325
356-4890
356.9346

352-4393
351-6174
359—6023

356-4950
384-3789

Oct17
Dec. 26
May27
May6
Apr 11
Dec2
July25
Apr2
Jan24

Nov 7
Novlo
Dec29
Aprl8
Mar27

Apr2
May22

Dec7
Febil
Marl4
Aug 15
June5
June30

June24
July22

July21
Nov23
Jan 11




74. McGee, Caroline
75. McNeal, Alice

76. MicNeal, Effie

77. Matthews, Beatrice
78. Mays, Marguerite
79. Merrifield, Estelle
80. Merrifield, Fred
81. Milton. Elease

82. Minor, Margaret
83. Moreland, Dorothy
84. Melvin, Lee

85. Nash, Mary Ola
86. Nelson, Bertha
87. Nichols, Maxine

88. Oliver, Blandena
89. Ofliver, Theo

Pelims s
Perkins, Eloise

O A\

G.
1.

2. Philtips, Ophilia

3. Pollard, McClenda
4 Powell, Hildra

N2 O \D

95. Ranson, Florance
96. Reid, Ebell

97. Reid, Etha

98. Rivers, Eunice

99. Raobinson, Gladys
100. Robinson, Oscar

412 E Park

1104 N Champaign
418 Farview

1306 W Tremont
1403 W Beslin

1403 W Beslin

1216 N Sixth

1202 N Crispus Dr.
1414 W Eads

1209 Dorie Miller Dr

411 E Beardslye
108 W Washington
1211 Crispus Dr.

1363 W Dublin

1310 W Beardsley
501 B Columbia#7
108 E Washington Sq
1212 Mimosa Dr.
1808 S Prospect

3202 Kimberly

801 Westfield Dr.
1307 W Tremont
1307 W Tremont
109 Stanage

909 N. Grefory -
909 N Gregory

1805 S Cottage Grove#108 U
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367-2149
359-2710
356-7427
352-3992
344-7378
367-4845
367-4845
359-3547
356-2280
367-7594
352-4997

398-8008
239-34035
356-6843

352-9483
384-8167
384-8167
356-4759
367-1622
367-1662

Junel2
Nov25
Sept24
Sept27
Jan30
July4
Feb26
Jan25
Augl8
Jan24
Aug 5

Novli
Dec21
Oct31

Feb8
Oct3

Jan2l
Octl9
Tebs
Oct 4
Tunels

Aug20
Nov25
Nov2s
Sept22
Dec5

Augl2




102.
103.
104.
10s.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111
112.
113.
i14.

115.
116.
117.
118.
115

120.
121.
122.
123.

124.
125.

Robinson, Willie B

Scott, Nettie
Session, David
Session, Halestine
Shelton, Emma L.
Smith, Earl E.
Smith, Lillie
Smith, Margaret
Smith, Mamie
Stith, Billie J
Stovall, Clara
Stratton, Genevieve
Sykes, Emma
Sykes, Willie

Tanner, Louise
Taylor, Dorothy
Taylor, Eula B.
Thomas, Mary
Townsend, Marsha

Underwood, Ruby
Vasser, Elizabeth
Wade, Pearl
Wallick, Malinda

Walker, Asa
Walker, Pauline

#10 Lemon Tree
Shgdow Trailer Park

1301 Carver Dr.
2312 Tamarack
2312 Tamarack
1208 N Crispus Dr.
1302 Crispus Dr
1208 Eliis Dr.
1302 Crispus Dr.
301 E Bradley
2009 Sagamon
601 E Columbia
901 Scottsdale
2000 W John #249
200 W John #348

2403 PrarieGreenDr,E

3203 W William
1204 W Eads

1503 N Romaine
1306 W Tremont

904 N Romine
2000 W John
916 N Gregory
1211 W Hill

1210 N Busey
1210 N Busey

@
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20
21
21
20
20
01
20
20
21
20
21
21
21

02
21
01
01
01

01
21

01
01

01~

01
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359-1057
359-2647
359-2647
352-1393
352-5520
344-4659
352-5520
359-7504
359-4695
352-2730
352-2296
356-3301
356-3423

367-8850
359-4273
239-1309

344-7378
384-4040
352-9362
367-9832
367-1691

367-0318
367-0318

Febll

Augl4
Decs
Julyl2
Augd
Dec25
Decl17
Janl1
Octl16
June25
Augé
Jan2
Augd
Septll

Aug29
Oct3
Sept27
May31
Jan 8

Oct3

June30
Nov 21
Aug 13

Jan 30
Feb 3




White, Lucille
Williams, Christine
Williams, Willa Mae
Wilson, Carolyn
Wise, Hazel

1. Yarber, Ada ]
- Yarber, Arnold L
Yomlg,Edna

NURSING HOME MEMBERS

: ROs:e Anderson
Juanita Campbell
~ VereneCole
‘ ”*}erry Fnend
se'd Callie G}over
B EddleGlover
E ’John Smxth

1212 Dorie Miller |

710 Tawney Ct.
705 W Vine
2306 Burlison Dr.
1010 N Fifth
54 E Columbia
54 E Columbia
1517 W Kirby #12

e Urbana Care Center
Champaign County Nursing Home
- Manorcare Health Center
- Utbana Care Center
- Urbana Care Center
- Urbana Care Center
V.A Danville, IL

OO0 acdaan

20

356-7625
20 359-5628
20 356-1495
01 328-4860
20 356-8025
20 352-3224
20 352-3224
21 356-8015
June 26
March 12
Jan 12
Jan. 13
Oct. 1
Dec 20

 May30

Aug 14
Dec 25
May25
Oct 2

July19

May16
Sept28
Oct 17
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Playwright
to present fjf
-one-woman -

performance

By The News-Gazette - ' 5
CHAMPAIGN — Reanae
McNeal, an award-winning
playwright, poet and per-
former, will present her one-
woman show that traces the
history of black women. .
: _ ! Her “Don’t Speak My Moth-
: er’s Name in Vain” wuses
‘ vignettes, dance and song to
trace the experiences of black
women from historical slavery
through modern times. Each
character reveals how the
“ women have survived rape,
. sexual assault and oppression. -
The show deals with racism,
sexism, classism, slavery, sex-
ual harassment and ch11d :
" abuse. .

" Through the play, McNeal
~tells her own story of being.a-
sexual assault survivor while i in
college. McNeal's appearances
are part of the«University of
Illinois Sexual Assault Aware—

ness Month (April).
! The performances of “Don’t
" Speak My Mother’s Name in
‘ Vain” wﬂ.l be at 7 p.m. Monday
: : in the Douglass Center Audito-
1 “rium, 512 E. Grove St., C, and 7
p.m. April 30 in the Illini Union,
Room A, 1401 W. Green St.; U.
They are free and open to the.
public. ;

McNeal also w111 dehver ‘a
brown-bag discussion/lecture

~at noon Tuesday in the Arcade
‘Conference Room in the Turh-
er Student Services Building,
610 E. John St., C. She will dis-
cuss the use of theater in
response to sexual vxolence
issues.

McNeal is a performance
artist, vocalist, motivational
speaker storvu.ller and trainer
and has received many awards,
including the Afro-Heart
Award, Womcen of a Stolen -
Legacy Award and the NAACP
Appreciation Award. - o

She has toured extensively in ;
the United States, Hungary,
Iraly and Russia. She toured
Russia under the sponsorsh1p

' of the International Arts Insti
tute, telling Afr1can—Amerlcan
stories and folk tales.

>
o
s

.




News-Gazett, Staff erter
- CHAMPAIGN — Vol\mteer efforts are-

.:cies; like thé Men’s . Emergency and
~Community Day Shelter in Champaign,
- -which:are; caught in a'funding desert
.- where even the most reliable resources
; are. begmmng to.dry up. '
G Wes deflmtely would not be able to
~ function ‘without -them,” said. Kelly
. Lidinsky, the shelter s volunteer coordi-
nator
iz “There used to be a ttme when we had
only volunteers.”
Eyen though the homeless shelter can

ng" 10 prepare meals,

ay ot‘ Champalgn County for 15 years,
ald the most 51gn1ﬁcant challenge fac-

r to brmg in volunteers need-
ed to keep ‘their programs going, vol-
" unteer’ -coordinators  stress  the

. .lettlng the public know about volunteer
,opportunmes

.“'Through the Vermilion County Coun—
“cil for. Volunteers agencies that rely
" heavﬂy on )volunteers and some individ-
s are able to exchange valuable mfor-
ation ‘and build partnerships.

Counc 11 member Louise.. Free said

o'-other member agencies
’mlght beneflt from thelr ta1~

ent: of the Vérmilion County Council for
olunteers said counc1l members began

L et (1s) a b1g help because you nieed to
".have that information' gathering, to
share: ideas, share needs, to f1nd out
v what’s going on,” she said.

“‘Several agencies in Champaign and
Vermilion counties are .also attempting

ixMvolunteers=in:" the’

‘.1mportance of” ‘working together and

den , watches They were partrcrpatmg in the men-

‘ essential for most not-for-profit agen-

. helps.org.

\

|The News-Gazette

last month

tors program at Douglass Commumty Center in Champalgn
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volunteered in 1995 -~ or 4 million.
more than in 1993 — and gave an aver-
age of 4.2 hours per week.

Of those who responded to a nation-
al survey, 49 percent volunteered dur-
ing 1995.

Here’s a breakdown of respondents
to a nationwide survey by gender, age
and employment status. .The list
shows the percentage for each cate-
gory of respondents who volunteered
in the 12 months before May 1996.

18 24 — 38%

; Independent Sector wzth t eflGallup»

25- 34 — 51%

135-44 —55%
45-54 —55%
55-64 — 48%
65-74 — 45%
75+ —34% ’

l Employment status:
Employed — 52%
Full-time — 50%
Part-time — 58%

Not employed — 46%
Retired —40% -

Sourc‘ .‘.‘The Trends in Gwmg and
Volunteermg Study, conducted by the .

. effort at’ Danvﬂle Area Co

‘Educate your kids "duc te them on:
. from volunteenng thelr tim Then ever.,_,,

that situation.”

one wms out of

— Cheryl Collins; dlrector of marketmg at the United Way

of Champalgn County

benefits they get!

to let thelr comintunities know what s
gomg on through newsletters, public
service'announcements, newspaper ads

_and the World Wide Weh

Dozens of agencies are already, lmked

to the United ‘Way of Champaign Coun- |

ty’s volunteer webs1te, WWW.u

The World W1de Web addr,e 3.

dozens of agenmes and b
“throughout Champalgn Count

People can look: fotop
based onh their interests, or
scan through an alphabetlcal list of. spe-

.cific agencies and orgamzatlons Chapel

said.

In Vermilion County, the
‘volunteers is also working to establish a
clearmghouse for volunteer JObS.

Information about agencies needing

-volunteers and people wanting to.vol- .

unteer their time will soon be available

using Com-Link, an information and -

referral system providing free ser-

vices to five Illinois and Indiana coun-
ties.

“That’s been one of our big goals,” said
volunfeer council member Ina Patter-
son.,

With the referral network, Patterson -

said, people can say, “Here’s my talent.
rd 11ke to volunteer. Where should I go?”
nd immediately find answers. -

‘Volunteers themselves can also play a
major role in spreading information

“‘about volunteer opportunities.

Lidinsky said the Men’s Emergency

_',Shelter had twice as many volunteers"
during’ January as for that month in -

1996, due in part to word of mouth.
“People talking about the positive
experiences they’ve had,” Lidinsky said,
“and then their fr1ends get interested, as
well.”
Cheryl Collins, d1rector of marketing

" at the United Way of Champaign Coun-

ty, suggests that volunteers always try

to bring a few friends or fam1ly mem-f
_bers along.

“Educate your kids,” sa1d Collins, who
started Volunteerlng as a child by tag-
ging along with her mother.

“Educate them on the benefits they

Area not-for-profit
agencies rely
heavily on
volunteers

to get job done

get from volunteermg their time.
Then everyone wins out of that situa-
tion.”

Chapel said agencies should strive to
build opportunities for family volun-
teers.

“We have to have more stuff where
mom and the kids can go,” she said.
“That is going to be the new way of get-
ting things done.”

Volunteer coordinators in Champaign
and Vermilion counties say the public
has responded but the need for volun-
teers is still great.

“There are so many opportunities in
the counties to volunteer, and we need’
them so desperately,” said Free, who
heads the Readers’ Route program, an
almost completely: volunteer-driven
mt_numty Col-

“years: and old-

i er dnd read below he ninth-grade lev-

‘e help them read better ” said

- ’s not difficult. Most of the volun-
teers love.to read.”
- Free thinks more people would con-

sider volunteering if they could find a

little time to help out by doing some-
thing they love to do.

“They have to have an interest in it,”
she said.

Once potential volunteers have found
their niche, usually something related to
their job, favorite hobby or personal
experience, Collins said they should find
at least one hour a week to donate their

“time.

And an hour a week is all that’s need-
ed to become hooked on the joy of help-
Ing others, she said.

“Once_ you do it and get that feellng,
you just keep wanting to do it,” Collins
said. “It’s a little contagious.”

Brian Malone gets that good feeling
twice a week when he visits the Dou-
glass Community Center in Champaign
to serve as a mentor to young black
males.

“I felt the need to try and get
involved,” said Malone, who enjoys
working with the kids but also considers
it his duty.

He said all adults should feel that
way when it comes to today’s chil-
dren.

“(Adults) have a responsibility to help.
the younger generation make it to where
they are,” said Malone.

“There really are no guarantees that
these kids will make it.”




Evening of Celebration

INSPIRING
OUR YOUTH!

NCAAM GOALS

Provide leadership,
positive
role models for Black
Youth

Build a common
fellowship of men and
women '

Empower African
American Men to
assume responsibility for
their own lives and those
of their families and
community.

i

Out of over Three hundred that started,

One hundred fifty-five may?




Golden Spirit
TBelping Band ward

Busginess of the pear
The Whip Hair Designs

& The Whip Cafe

Ovwner Seon Williams & Roline Brumfield Elﬂar M‘ Hender son
In recognition of sales and the - In recognition of your dedication
years of entrepreneurship to improving your community

Booker T. TWashington
Achiehement Atard

Gutstanding Community
Setbice Atvard

Barbara A McGee

Henrine L. Casey
In recognition of your

AR A

outstanding contributions to the

African American community

( "2) Business of the Year Award: The Whip Cafe,

e e o RN

Reynote Speaker

Nathaniel Banks

Nathaniel Banks is a life-long resident of Champaign. He went to Gregory School,

“one of the oldest integrated schools in the country. Nathaniel attended the University
of Illinois and received his Bachelor and Master Degrees in music. Nathaniel began
his career working as the Assistant Director of the Afro-American Cultural Program
under the Direction of Bruce Nesbitt. He remained in that position nine years, then
left campus for four years to become the Principal at Judah Christian School.

He returned to campus to work in the Office of Minority Student Affairs, and now
Directs the African American Cultural Program. Throughout his career, Nathaniel
has been interested in working on behalf of young people. To that end he has served
as a Director of Upward Bound, as a Board member of the Don Moyer Boys and
Girls Club, the Champaign Urbana Area Project, the United Way of Champaign
County, and the Urbana Rotary Literacy committee.

Nathaniel is a Christian and as a result, has devoted his life to serving the community

in whatever way he can. He and his wife, Lisha have been married for thirty years

and have three grown sons.

Daryl Yarber and Mike Neal

Welcome:
( National Council of African American Men)

Reverend, Walter Graham
(National Council of African American Men)

Invocation:

Special Performance ILLNOYZ
. ' ¥”
. Introduction of Speaker: T ~ Laura Weis
N (Champaign County Chamber of Commerce)
Keynote Speaker: Nathaniel Banks

NCAAM, Inc. 9th Annual Recognition Awards Presentation

1) Golden Spirit Helping Hand Award: Eular M. Henderson

Award Presenter: Rita Myles (National Council of Negro Women)

Roline Brumfield
The Whip Hair Designs, Seon Williams

Award Presenter: Laura Weis (Champaign County Chamber of Commerce)

3) Outstanding Community Service Award: Barbara A. McGee
Award Presenter:  Tracy Parsons (Urban League of Champaign County)

4) Booker T. Washington Award: - Henrine L. Casey

Award Presenter: Artice James (National Council of African American Men)

NCAAM INC. Scholarship: Rickey Greer
Centennial High School

Remarks: Artice James, Robert Walker, and Rodney Butler

Comedian: Timothy Edward .

Closing: Daryl Yarber and Mike Neal

For your pleasure L. J. Capital City D.J of Springfield
will play dance music the rest the evening.



o Hcknowledgements
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Bank one
AC Humko
State Farm
Bank Illinois
Meeks & Guest
Heartland Bank
Parkland College
Carle Foundation
Eagle Lodge 3075
Provena Covenant
Seno Formal Wear
Tim McCoy & Guest
Ronnie Claiborne & Guest
Advance Filtration Systems Inc.
National Council of Negro Women
Urbana League of Champaign County
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service (1704 W. Bradley Ave.)
Champaign County Chamber of Commerce
Kraft

Special thanks to Razor Sharp Band for providing the dinner music and
L. J. Capital City D. J. for providing dance music at the end of the program.
Sponsored by The National Council of African American Men
and the Champaign County Chamber of Commerce
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

NCAAM OFFICERS
Chairman: Robert Walker, Vice Chairman: Rodney Butler
President: Artice James, Vice president: Daryl Yarber
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News-Gazette Photo By Robert K. O'Daniell

Holiday sharing

Leola Jackson helps 2-year-old ‘Peaches’ Jones with her drink
Sunday at the Fourth Annual Thanksgiving Dinner sponsored by the
local graduate chapter of lota Phi Theta fraternity on behalf of area
senior citizens. According to the service fraternity, 150 people
attended the dinner at Champaign’s Douglass Center.




Wednesday, January 24, 1996

THE CHAMPAIGN-URBANA NEWS-GAZETTE A-3

D

fund

B Straw vote puts
annual celhng

at $150,000

By J. PHILIP BLOOMER
News-Gazette Staff Writer

. CHAMPAIGN — Local social-
service agencies will continue to-
"get a helping hand from city

~ government after all.

The Champa1gn City Council
agreed in a straw vote Tuesday

-to spend up to $150,000 on social

services annually.

" “This is recognition that gov-
ernment is not just_police and
fire and public works,” said com-
munity activist John Lee John-

- son.

The $150,000 spending ceiling
will be accompanied by a new

‘allocation procedure reworked

to eliminate the confusing and
politicized procedures of the
past.

For the last four years, the
council has allocated $100,000 in
taxes from off-track betting to

. an array of local agencies. That

was outside of initiatives under-
taken with Community Develop-
ment Block Grant funds award-
ed by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

Fed up with the earlier pro-'
cess, the council last May
agreed to begin depositing off-
track betting revenue in general
funds.

Some council members point-
ed out that the city’s dedication
of resources to social needs has
continued at a generous pace.

Contracts with agencies get-
ting block-grant funds continue,
to the tune of nearly $80,000 this
fiscal year.

Plus, one-time expenditures
for special projects include:

— The Douglass Branch An-

nex, $250,000 from block grant
funds.

serwces | g

" funds.

— Head Start 1n1trat1ve,
$80,000 annually from general
funds.

— Center for Women in Tran--

'sition, $75,000 from Urban De-.

velopment Action Grant funds.
Under the new allocation pro--
cess, the block-grant funds are.

still dedicated mainly to housing: .-

programs. But under Housing"
and Urban Development guide-;
lines, cities can allocate up to 15:
percent of their annual grant to-
social serviceg that complement.
that mission. ..

The city’s grant-is around $1- .
million annually, meaning that..
up to $150,000 woulid be avaﬂ-i
able for social services. :

Since the 15 percent rmust be.
dedicated to programs meeting’

. federal goals, at the suggestion:

of Mayor Dannel McCollum, the . .
council agreed to substitute up’
to $50,000 from general reve--

‘nues that could be provided for-

programs out51de fedex:al crite- |
ria. :

That would allow the city, for
example,.to help such programs
as the Correctional Employment
Service and the Retired Senior
Volunteer Program. .

“The $50,000 contmgency
would be available in case a pri-

- ority came up that was not eligi-

ble for (block grant) funds,” said
Dorothy David, the city’s neigh--
borhood services director. -

The spending ceiling would re-
main $150,000 if that was done.

To streamline the process, the
social-service allocation process
will be integrated with the exist-
ing block-grant process, an an-
nual routine of public hearings
and data collection that goes into
an application to the federal gov-
ernment.

Agencies that might be eligi-
ble under federal or city goals
will be encouraged to apply.

The council approved the pro-
cess on an 8-1 vote. Maggie Mat-
tingly opposed the allocation and

thm Fiimn Aliae A i alaala RS



ADAMS, CHARLES
ALEXANDER, MARY
ALLEN, MIL.DRED
ANDERSON, LOVIE
ANDERSON, MINNIE
ANDERSON,. ROSTE
ARRINGTON, WILLIE M.
" AVANT, MARY
BANKS, IDA
BANKS, OLA
BANKS, OTIS
BARNES, THERESA
BOLAND, ELFREDA
BOOKER, EDNA
BOYD, ERSALINE
BRACY, HELEN

BRAML F‘r’ LESLY

BRFNT EMMA
BRITT, HUBBARD
BRODKS, J.4W.
.snanxa. MARY
BROWN, LILLIE &4/
me,amaw-ﬁga
"CAMPBELL, WILLIF
CAMPBELL , JUANITA

. CHAMBERS, BERNICE

CHAMBERS, KATHERINE
. CHATMAN, MYRTIE
CLAYTON, ANNA
CD!E/\VERENE
CCOLLING, RUTH
CONNELL , LOUELIA
CUNLEY, DOROTHY
CONERLY, ATHA.
DAVIS, ESTELLA

- DAVIS, JEAN
DAVIS, SAMUEL

. DERRICKS, EZELL
DIBRELL, Wilia M.

- DODD, SUSIE. .

" EDWARDS, MAUDIE -
EVANS, PEARL
CEONVILLE, RUTH

BARB MCGEE

303
2304
8a11

603
1105
108
102
1219
302
401
302
707
302
304
17
?ie
1207

€~ .302

111
604
1412
804
302
506
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1202
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210
406
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02
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ol IN s BERNIECE
ND 5 DOROTHY
ANDY 5 El NORA
SILLESPIE, Al MA
gIPSON, SUSIE
GLOVER, CALLIE
GLOVER, EDDIE
GDINES, LEE ANNIE
GOINES, R.E.

GRAY , MILLARD
BRAY , RUTH

HAYES, MAE

306 E. PARK AVE #308 CH
601 E. COLUMBIA ST, CH
1203 WILLIAMSBURG, CH
1203 WILL IAMSBIIRG, CH
412 EAST CHURCH ST, CH
704 NORTH STATE ST, CH
1804 JOANNE 1.ANE, CH
403 NORTH THIRD ST, CH
403 NORTH THIRD ST, CH
1307 NORTH CLOCK ST, CH
1307 NORTH CI OCK ST, CH
802 OAKCREST, CH

802 ODAKCREST, CH

509 W. BRADLEY, CH

—HENDRIEK S FRANK————1F08—FBANNE—-ANE—EH

HENDRICKS, GEORGE
HENDRICKS, RUTH
HENDRICKS, VELMA
HINES, MARIE
HITE, DOROTHY.

HORNBUCKI E, WILLIE C.

HORNSBY , SHIRLEY
HOWARD, LOTTIE
HOWELL , ELLIE MAE
HUFFMAN, MAE EMMA
HUMPHREY , KATHRYN
JACKSON, ARROW
JACKSON, CLARENCE
JACKSON, DAISY
JACKSON, LEOLA
JACKSON, MAMIE
JIAMERSON, DORA
JARRET, ARMSTER
JARRET, GENORA
JOHNSON, DAISY
JOHNSON, EDDIE
JOHNSON, MARIE
JONES, BEATRICE
JONES, EDWARD
JONES, MARION
JONES, MARY 1011
JONES, MILDRED
KENNEDY, EARL REV.
KENNEDY, ETHE
KENNEDY, JOHN
KENNEDY, MARGERY
KINDI E, FREDDIE M.
KINNEY, ABELLA
KYSE, ANNIE

KYSE, BERNICE
LEE, ANNA.

,\’\R——\

MARCH 12

1201 E. HARDING DR, UR
1908 JOANNE | ANE, CH
1315 CURT HERITAGE HOUSE
305 EAST WASHINGTON, CH
1212 NORTH SIXTH ST, CH
930 LLINVIEW AVENUE, UR
1502 E. FLORIDA AVE, UR
406 EAST VINE ST, CH
509 EAST GROVE ST, CH
AMERICANA HEAL THCARE, UR
716 TAWNEY COURT, CH
406 EAST VINE ST, CH
8046 SOUTH THIRD ST, CH
1210 WEST FUREKA ST, CH
33 EAST HEALEY ST, CH
503 SO0. PRAIRIE, CH
1305 WEST TREMONT, R
1214 ELLIS DRIVE, UR
1214 ELLIS DRIVE, UR
708 NORTH 1 INCOI N, UR
708 NORTH LINCOIN, UR
1212 CARVER DRIVE, CH
1709 HARRINGTON, Cit
717 TAWNEY COURT, CH
306 EAST PARK #308, CH
1202 E. HARDING #412
717 TAWNEY COURT, CH
903 NORTH FIFTH ST, CH
903 NORTH FIFTH ST, CH
712 TAWNEY COURT, CH
712 TAWNEY COURT, CH
401 EAST EUREKA, CH
1111 NORTH MARKET, CH
108 W. WASHINGTON, CH
7C1 NORTH BUSEY, UR

HHO—E - WASHINGTON, -CH——
-1 Tep £ A A CC(L/NH)

61820 3568205

61820 3590046 NOV 27
61821 3595977 SEPT 15
51821 3I5G- 5577 JoN 13

. 61820 3A59--2457 NOV 27
61820 398-1150 OcT 3
61821 354 -556 1 ALIBLIST 8
61820 352 9762 ocT 4
61820 3529762 DEC 20
61820 356~-5350 DEC 12
61820 3565350 DEC 12
61821 357 - 3692 AUBHIST 14
61821 355 - 34692 DEC 313
61820 356-4285 JAN 12
YAEW= o8 352285 SERL.146
61801 384 - 3045 0C1 10
&£1821 352 2885 0cT 17
61621 CN/A ALGUST &
6£16P0 3546 - 655 MAY 27
61820 3562771 MAY 3
61801 Bl - 6016 APRIL 11
61801 326-5432 0oCcT 30
61820 3561529 ALGUST 27
61820 565228 DEC 2
£1801 N/A MARCH 31
61820 356-4180 I8N 26
61820 3541529 APRIL 27
&£1820 3467 -1852 AUGHST ©
61801 3R8- 1329 NV 7
61820 3527784 NOV 3
61820 3540283 ocT 23
61801 328-2045 DEC 2%
61801 - 3LT7-5315 JUNE 3
61801 3675315 NOV 6
61801 367-7565 APRIL 18
61801 3677565 SEPT 3
618206 N/A MARCH 12
51821 A56-5503 ncy 2
&£31B20 a9B-6273 JAN 17
631820 356-0aih MARCH 4
61801 328--4031 NOV 19
61820 3986273 APRIL 2
61820 595430 DEC &
518230 355 5490 DEC 7
6£1820 52 -0325 FEB 11
61820 3582 - 0385 MARCH 4
61820 ASL - 4820 JAN 3
61820 356 9346 JINE 36
61820 35468053 AN 25 |
61801 3671100 SEPT 25 g
618P0—— 352-8423 JNE 5 |
(o] B0 .




WOSEY 1
NZY s CHARI ES
L UCKE ¥, DOROTHY
ﬂATTHENS, BEATRICE
MCCAIN, ELLEN
MCLCQY, MARY LOUISE
MCFARLAND, ELLA
MCGEE, ARVELL A
MUKINLEY, BELVA
MOCKINLEY, LOUISE
MCKINZIE, DONA
MCLLEAN, MARY
MERRIFIELD, ESTEILA
MILES, EARL
MILLER, CHARLOTTE
MIL.TON, FILEASE
MINOR, MARGARET
MORELAND, DOROTHY
MOSS, BERTHA
MOLDEN, MARTHA
MU EN, MARY REV
MULLLEN, RANDOI PH SR.
NEIL, PALILINE
NICHOLS, MAXINE
OLIVER, THEO
OVERSTREET, TRUDY
PALMER, EDDIE
PEACOCK, BESSIE
PEALER, MARGARETTE
PELMORE, MILDRED
PELMORE, PAULINE
PIERCE, ORA LEE
POLLARD, HCCLEND“

NOBERES—BE

RODGERS, VIRGINIA
SAYLES, ODESSA
SCOBY, BEVERILY
SCOTT, NETTIE
SHEL.TON, EMMA
SMITH, EARL
SMITH, MARGARET
SMITH, MAMIE
SMITH, TISHIANN
SPEED, EMMA
SEATON,-GRAEE

T T

STEWART, ALICE
STEWART, J.C.
STITH, BILLIE 3.
STOVALL, CLARA

1315 CURT HERITAGE HIWSE 41821
1213 WEST TREMONT, UR 61801
1210 CRISPUS DRIVE, CH 61820
302 SOUTH 2ND #210, CH 61820
804 WEST COLUMBIA, CH 61820
#8 COLUMBIA PIACE, CH 61820
16064 W. BESLIN, URBANA £1801
911 NORTH L INCOLN, UR 61801
710 TAWNEY COURT, CH 61820
AMERICANA HEAI THCARE, IR 41801
714 TAWNEY COURT, CH 61820
1510 AZTEC DRIVE, CH ~ 51821
1403 BESL IN, {JRBANA 6180t
1213 W. TREMONT, UR £1801
108 W. WASHINGTON #602 61820
1216 NORTH SIXTH, CH 61820
1202 CRISPUS DRIVE, CH 61820
1414 WEST EADS, UR £1801
#7 COLUMBIA PLACE, CH 61820
1814 GREENDALE DR, CH 61820
714 BETHUME COURT, CH 61820
714 BETHUME COURT, CH H1820
#4 COLUMBIA PLACE, CH 61820
1211 CRISPUS DRIVE, CH £1820
515 EDGEBROOK #48, CH 61820
#1 COLUMBIA PIACE, CH 61820
306 EAST PARK #316, CH 61820
2412 CARRELTON DR, CH 51821
1306 WEST TREMONT, UR 61801
508 EAST VINE ST, CH 61820
505 EAST PARK AVE, CH £1820
302 SOUTH SECOND, CH 61820
1808 S50. PROSPECT, CH 51821
405 1/2 E. PARK AVE, CH 41820
306 E. PARK AVE, #305 61820
207 E. WASHINGTON,; CH £1820
203 E. WASHINGTON, CH 61820
916 HOLIDAY DRIVE, CH 61821
1301 CARVER DRIVE, CH 61820
1208 CRISPUS DRIVE, CH 61820
1302 CRISPUS DRIVE, CH 61820
1302 CRISPUS DRIVE, CH 51820
301 EAST BRADLEY, CH 61820
1113 NORTH MARKET, CH 61820
1204 PAULA DRIVE, CH 61821

223 ELMHURST (AREA CODE-—(313)

HIGHLAND PARK, MICH. 48203
1010 NORTH FIFTH, CH 61820
1805 S. COTTAGE GROVE, UR 61801
2009 SANGAMON DRIVE, CH 61821

602 EAST COLUMBIA, CH 61820

N/ O
328-5882
352--31469
3892-2745
35%-.3870
3564950

367-7613

3674330
3569277
N/S
3522734
N/A
367 -4585
32B-58802
3560181
359--3547
3546--2280
367 -75F4
3516217
3523020
35636878
aA546--3628
359-2338
35466843
3529372
3523237
3564967
356-6115
344-7378
3s2-Bo24
3545238
356~9805
35%-4630
352-8580
3524308
352-49207
3546-4319
356-6371
359-1057
352-1393
3525520
352 -5520
359-7544
352-2052
356-3170
B865-6120

3566812
3376161
359-4693
352-2730

APRIL. 1%
OeT 2
MAay 22
SEPT 27
MARCH 17
NOV 23
NOV 23
JAN 10
OCT i:
ocT 2
APRIL 10
NOV 13
JULY 4
JiHy 9
NOV 20
JAN 25
AUGUST 14
JAN 24
JUNE 13
APRIL. I8
JULY 1t
FEB &
SERPT 12
acT 31
acy 3
APRIL 10
MARCH 26
APRIL &
JAN 30
APRIL 27
JaN 2%
JUNE 25
acyT &
NOV 20
SEPT 15
ocyY 3
AUGUST 22
MARCH 25
ALIGLIST 146
ALIGLIST 4
DEC &5
JAN 11
OCT 16
actT 28
Ocy 8
MAY 13

MARCH 27
DEC 25
JUNF 25
AVGUST 4



"FANNIE
ZiNEY , WILLIE M.
EMMA
, WILi IE
TAYLOR, DOROTHY
TOWNSEND, MARSHA N.
TURNER, ARVILIE
UTLEY, DOROTHY
WEBB, RIiIBY
WHITE, LUCILLE
WILLIAMS, MAGGIE
WILL IAMS, NEILIE
WILLIS, MARGARET
WILSON, LAVERNE
WILSON, 1YDIA
WILSON, MILDRED

“@BﬂﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬂﬂiE

1209
3101
111
2000
3203
1306
1204
20
1312
i212
302
1004
922
i11
405
1014
1209

ELLIS DRIVE, IR
KIMBERLY DRIVE cH
EAST HILL ST, 4
W. JOHN #349, CH
WEST WILI 1AM, CH
WEST TREMONT, UR
NORTH MATTHEWS, UR
NORTH THIRD, CH
WEST TREMONT, UR
DORIE MUIIER, CH
SOUTH SECOND, CH
WEST HILL, UR
NORTH THIRD, CH '
EAST CLARK, CH
EAST TREMONT, CH
FRANK DRIVE, CH
1/2 WEST HILI , IR

61801
61821
61820
61821
61821
61801
61801
61820
61801
61820
61820
61801
61820
61820
61820
61821
61801

3673197
352-32359
356-3301

3563423

3594273
3447378
367-54634
336-0354
367-8B114
3567625
359-1337
3674994
3569758
A52-2677

3529257

356~2696
3679917

FEB 5
JUNE 113

AUGLIST 4 .

SEPT 1%
ocT 3
DEC B8
MAY 11
JUNE @
MAY 30

AUGUST 2o |

MARCH 14
o7 23

AUGLIST i3

JiINE 3
MARCH 7
SFPT 5
MARCH 21
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Fere 1998
RETIRED AND SENIOR
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
48 Main Street
Champaign, IL 61820

Phone: 217/359-6500
Fax: 217/359-6550

Let’s Meet A Volunteer. . .

PAULINE PEIMORE. . .

Although Pauline Pelmore has been with
RSVP only a few weeks, she has been en-
gaged in volunteering for most of her 76
years.

She is basically involved in crafts and
teaching them but she also transports friends,
neighbors and those who need a ride to doc-
tors’ appointments, shopping and other en-
gagements.

_ Pauline who lives in Champaign holds
her classes at Douglas Center, in Urbana
schools and for residents at Columbia Place.

She has just moved into a different apart-
ment and once she has gotten settled in, she
will be taking on additional assignments for
RSVP

Pauline is a superb seamstress. She is well-
known for her quilts, Afghans and other
crafts. She also makes all of her clothes.

Her work has been on display in a Quilt
Show at Krannert Center in 1994 and has
been written up in a book by a Parkland
College professor on quilting.

She formerly entered various contests at
fairs and public shows and was a frequent
winner of prizes.

Also she has been much honored for her
volunteer activities for nearly 20 years. The
wall of her living room is covered with cita-
tions and certificates.

“I just love to help people,” she says. “I
just cant seem to say no to anyone. That
sometimes causes scheduling problems but
we manage to work it out.”

Pauline has no idea as to how many quiles
she has made.

She says she got interested in quilts when
she was three years old standing at the knees
of her mother. She was raught a few things
by her mother and by the time Pauline was

“Every ‘Bunny’ Needs

seven years old, she had made three quilts on
her own.

Pauline laughingly tells the story that illus-
trates her proficiency and how fast she works.
She went to Douglas Center wearing a new dress
and a staff member remarked how pretty it was
and said “it must take you days to make one
like that.” '

Pauline said it would only take a couple of
hours and went to her sewing machine. She re-
turned an hour and a half later with the com-
pleted garment.

« Bulk Mailers » Ushers = Typsts
» Receplionists » Readers

“She has called me Speedy Gonzales ever
since,” Pauline says with a smile.

Pauline never sells anything she makes nor
takes money for them.

Pauline Gates was born in Oklahoma,
raised in Arkansas and lived in Tennessee for
awhile.

She was one of 12 children. Her parents
are now deceased.

Pauline was born with a serious heart prob-
lem which has hampered her activities from
time to time.

While living in Arkansas and Tennessee she
worked as a practical nurse and as a seamstress.
But since coming to lllinois, she has been em-
ployed as a domestic.

Pauline moved to Champaign-Urbana in
1957 from Arkansas. She had two sisters liv-
ing here at the time.

Once here she met Jimmie Pelmore, a con-
struction worker, and they were married. HE
died in 1976.

Pauline retired in 1984 and since has de-
voted most of her time to her hobbies and to
volunteering. She says she still likes people but
was tired of the 8 to 5 routine.

“And another advantage—you don’t have
to worry about getting fired,” she says with a
chuckle.

As one would expect, her hobbies are lim-
ited to her crafts, sewing and quilting, and be-
ing with people.

She is a member of the Morning Star Bap-
tist Church.

As soon as Pauline gers her living quarrters
organized, she will be back on a full schedule
wich her craft classes.

She also has the only automobile in her
housing complex and her neighbors depend on
her for all sorts of transportation needs. And
as she said she never says no to them.




By KAREN D. ROBINSO

News-Gazette Staff Writer
1t's “Home Sweet Home'' at last
for the Douglass Senior Citizens
group as they begin moving into
their newly 'remodeled recreation
.center, ; located at the- corner of
“ifth. and Grove streets in Cham-
paigm. i T o

The building ' officially ~opened
Saturday with ‘members, 0 the.

Champaigh: City Council, the Retter
‘Housing , Committee and the Charg-
paign Park Board on hand to celeb-
rate the event. -~ - o
The 3,276-square-foot facility,
formerly an IGA  Foodliner, will
now bz uséd primarily as a- ‘“‘social
activities center’’ . for the 66-
member group. '

Remodeling of 1 building took

about nine months and cost, the dis-
trict some $138,000. Furniture for
the center was purchased with a

grant from the Illinois Depar ment

or Aging.

Now that they have a h the =
_next task,’ according. ¥ th FQUD'S
president Mamie’ Smith, will-Be: to

full-time staff ' person so - that ‘the.

.Green, who is employed on a part-:

. According to Crystal Green, di-
rector of the senior citizens prog-.
ram, the center is ‘‘exactly what
we asked for.”’ - 17 .
“Right now, all of the senior citi-
zens are very pleased with it,”! she
said. - : :

try and find the money to

week.

““We want to k
all the time,” sa
it to be a pla
come all the -
relax, or visit, -or 1t .iﬁey'"-
for a bus, they can just stop’in.

The entire staff at the center is

-
My
i

{{an;‘; :he park board, but nothing has
‘beer; worked out yet.
Boeard President

. ] Patricia
Lecihard said that eventually the
board ‘hopes to be able to hire at
least one full-time’ aud one part

A time: staff person for the center.

< - Green pointed .out, however, that
2.the-problem of insufficient staff is

¥not ‘one which is peculiar to the

Senior. Citizens Center.

Tt thessame with Douglass and

ial,” she said. ‘‘There’s

enough’ money to hire the

'S iy needed.”

tHat she’s planning to

Zhy ew programs nNow
. the cénter is open, including a

s of activites designed  espe-

ciajly to attract senior men.

_ ‘“We never have any problems as

“fas as attracting women goes,”’ she

time basis. Green said that she has
discussed the nec}d for a full-time
staff person with woth Robert Toal-
son, park district gencral manager,

said. “But what we need to develop

)

1

are programs (hat will allow men
to use the facilities t0o.”

According to Leonhard, the road
to completing the center was not
without it's share of potholes.

“We passed thie bond issue (which
financed the project) in 1972 and it
took us until 1974 to sell all of the
bonds. By that time, building costs
had almost doubled. Then Douglass
Center ran way over projected
costs, so we had to cut out one wing
(of the building), which-would have
been used for the senior citizens.”

Fortunately. according to
Leonhard, the construction of the
Bicentennial Recreation Center,
which also was financed by the 1972
bond fund, ran about $100,000 under
projected cost.

The money the district saved
from that .priiect was ased to fi-
nance the Senior Citizens Center.
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'S{raw vbte buts
annual cenmg
at $15O 000

By J. PHILIP BLOOMER
News-Gazette Staff Writer

CHAMPAIGN — Local social: |

service agencies will continue to

wget a helping hand from city

government after all, .
The Champaign City Council
agreed in a straw vote Tuesday

.to spend up to $150, 000 on social

services annually.

" “This is recognition that gov- ’
‘ernment is not just police -and
" fire and public works,” said com-

munity activist John Lee 'John-
son.

The $150,000 spending cellmg
will be accompanied by a new
allocation procedure reworked
to eliminate the confusing and
politicized procedures of the
past.

For the last four years, the
council has allocated $100,000 in
taxes from off-track betting to

. an array of local agencies. That

was outside of initiatives under-
taken with Community Develop-
ment Bleck Grant funds award-
ed by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. .

Fed up with the earlier pro-
cess, the council last May
agreed to begin deposztmg off-
track betting revenue in general
funds.

Some council members point-
ed out that the city’s dedication
of resources to social needs has
continued at a generous pace.

Contracts with agencies get-
ting block-grant funds continue,
to the tune of nearly $80,000 this
fiscal year.

Plus, one-time expenditures
for special projects include:

— The Douglass Branch An-
nex, $250,000 from block grant
funds.

~ ) L

" funds.

~— Head Start 1n1tlat1ve
$80,000 annually from general
funds.

— Center for Women in Tran-.
sition, $75,000 from Urban De-!

' velopment Action Grant funds.

“«

Under the new allocation pro--
cess, the block-grant funds are.
still dedicated mainly to housing"
programs. But under Housing-
and Urban Development guide-,
lines, cities can allocate up to 15

percent of their annual grant to-
social serviceg that complement
that mission.

The city’s grant is around $1

million annually, meaning that’

up to $150,000 would be avaﬂ-

able for social services. :
Since the 15 percent must be

dedicated to programs meeting .

. federal goals, at the suggestion

of Mayor Dannel McCollum, the
council agreed to substn:ute up’
to $50,000 from general reve--
nues that could be provided for
programs out51de federal crite-
ria.

That would allow the city, for
example, .to help such programs
as the Correctional Employment
Service and the Retired Senior
Volunteer Program.

“The $50,000 contingency

“would be available in case a pri-
- ority came up that was not eligi-

ble for (block grant) funds,” said
Dorothy David, the city’s neigh-
borhood services director.

The spending ceiling would re-
main $150,000 if that was done.

To streamline the process, the
social-service allocation process
will be integrated with the exist-
ing block-grant process, an an-
nual rcutine of public hearings
and data collection that goes into
an application to the federal gov-
ernment.

Agencies that might be eligi-
ble under federal or city goals
will be encouraged to apply.

The council approved the pro-
cess on an 8-1 vote. Maggie Mat-
tlngly opposed the allocation and

e fundmg on prmmple Mi-
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Richard Edwards, Chairman Ray Scott
Miss Odelia Wesley, Sec. Dr. L. P. Diffay
Mrs. L. T.Gregory, Treas. Alvin Foxwell

&

ADVISORY BOARD

George R. McComb
Julius X. Davis
Dr. George E. Hunt

Albert A. Rivers
FrankCorray

Tay]o:_' Thomas, Director
Eleanor Nelson, Assistant
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| NEGRD COMMUNITY CENTER

Prhana, ~ Sergeani

Reading from,
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}l started® withi: the: next two
tractor of the weather ig favorable.
“'In the shori celemor .,
ceded the digwi 8. Richard pawards
chail;man cf the Douglas Communi.
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center

months

‘Mrs. L, ‘Th_e $35,000 2001 became  pos
A. H |sible, Fdwards pointed - out, when

the Champaign Countv Home ano
War Chest add=d $17,(0¢ to the fund
that: was conteimiced by citizens of
hoth races, ’

r_Scotf
D, Ellis,

fne-stor
l J..:.] . wy

- Edwards thankn “people of both

races” ‘and -ded’rnteq the - building
to “the youty of toctay—our hope: of
! tomorrow.” - -

L1, Flux.
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wecks:;
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. Douglas
: ity Center
Community
Forefoord - .
- . .
- - j The Douglas Community Center of Champaign and { D Edlc atlgn
~o " Urbana is the gift of the several thousand contributors ‘

of the Champaign County Home and War Chest Asso-
. ciation and the personal gift of many interested friends.
B It will serve as an opportunity to discover and develop

Co | talents of all ages and to further interests in the Com-
i munity as a whole,

b For a number of years the Negro residents of Cham-

e { paign and Urbana have looked forward to the day when
L adequate facilities for recreation aad community activi-
P ties could be provided. ‘ '

' In July 1941, a mass meeting was held to start a

drive to raise funds for the purchase of the ground where - E

the building now stands. Ground} was broken for the 1

New Center Sunday, February 18, 1945. The structure

was completed September 1945 and dedicated on Sunday,
eptember 28, 1 945.

i

September Twenty-third
Nineteen Bundred and Forty-five \
|
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Hrograw of the Bedication

Julia Walden Valentine

. Richard R. Edwards
Director of Music

Master of Ceremonies
Sunday Afternoon, SSeptembier 23

“God Bless America”
Mrs. Luecy Jess Gray and Community Chorus

Invocation . - . Rev. M. A. Crowder

f Community Chorus

A. ‘“His Name So Sweet” . - Hall Johnson

B. “Swing Low”
Mrs. Thelma Hallaway and Chorus

Remarks - - - Raymond M. Scott

Intreduction of Committees

Community Chorus

. A.- “Plenty Good Room"
' Mrs. Mae Jones, Mrs. Thelma Hallaway, Chorus

B. -‘Steal Away”
Mr. Charles Latham and Chorus

Dr. John C. Ellis

Dedicatory Address .

A. “One Who Hsas Yesrn’d Alone” Tschaikousty
B. “The Last (hord” - - Arthur Sullivan
Corporal Robert Brooks

A. “Gertinly Lord”
Mrs. Hattie Winfield and Community Chorus

Benediction - - - Rev. A. S. Webb
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' Mr_. William H. Lee "

-Mr. T A Hagan

. Mr.R. A, Stlpes Jr.l@,..

Qn'lam}!mgn Qounty

v, Board of Gofenars i
;'f"."‘"'Mr's Dick Lewis

Mr. E. J. Anders % 7
Mr. A. G. Anderson
Rev. C, 1, Bromley
Rev. A. Ray Cartlidge '
Mr. W. E. C. Clifford

‘Mr. Arthur L. Denman

Mr. George Ekblaw
Mr. A. H. Grindley ~
Dean A. J. Harno - |
Mr. Sherdie Jones~
Prof. A.R. Knight :.

Mr. GeOrge Mécbmb

LIRS 4

Mrs, L. T. Gregory

Mr. Richard R. Edwards
Mr. Raymond M. Scott

hen Mr. John T. Wllcox Lo
Mr. Lyle H. Galhvan, See. "

Mr Albext Elsner Jr.

';‘fg,rflylx. JnW, Thxasher -
?nthﬁmg @Gommittee . .
Mr Ler H. Galhvan, Chaxrndan :igl

Home and :ﬁgar thmi

Mr. Leonard D. Lewis
Prof. A. H. Lybyer, Chair,
- Mr. George Mayes

mr. H. J. millard
_Mr. W. E. Riegel >
~Mr. Oscar Steer

Mr. R. A. Stipes, Jr.

+Mr,J. D. . Thomas , :

Mr Glynn ‘Y hite

“ L

Mr. Don Vance :

Prof. A, H. Lybyer';
Dr. H. D, Ellis -
" Mr. Isaac Kuhn

‘ “Beeause of Pou”
€A Tribute to Oitizens of Champaign County) -

Dear Friends:
And all of you are frlends,
mon interest md held togath er by t

brmlf'ht tova.t.her by a com-
hls bound for over ten yeurs.'

The bound tha‘o held us and constantly gathered othcrs,
during our struggling years was strong enouvh t0 survxve the
clouds which benighted our efforts and at times ulmost made *
our dream a star beyond our reach but tnday. we feel the Nght
and warmth of our lt,nr m thls The Douglas (.;ommumty ben-_
tet. v: ST . y. i

We were successful because the bound that beld us to-_

gather was not the delxoate fr g strmg lt somet.lme nppenred
: P

to have been, bu'a a chxsm o .whv_and Adetetmmamou, hnked
Soperation’ ’contnbuttons ‘and effort of the

" ereation fnc111t1es in” t
. Granny and Grnndpa w1ll fm

- To you_}’

‘B
“You may “ask Why tho you re
For it was done because of you. = &
. ‘'We made requests, you heard the call, 7 - S
Your gifts and aid, those large and small,
Were pooled as one, to stunt 2 fall. o
So we climbed on because of you,’ e s .
And so today you each, may cheer, = . . L oo
To see the Center you've built here.
: 'And please believe we are smcere .
- To say it’s all - BecauSe of you, .ot ‘
= The Advxsory Commxttee
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{there were several obstacles to ov-

‘ling, realization of hopes for a rec-
‘|reation

.|dents.

‘tswarmed through the building to
.|snack bar, kitchen; and office.

-|building has a cheery atmosphere,

| sible for the center’s erection.

>__ board of governors of the Cham-

“IThrough the Chest, $19,500 was al.

!Jcommittee, and the Douglas cen-

‘Imore than four years.
. -|talk, Scott recounted for the audi-
‘lence step-by-step the consumma-

;|ecutive se¢retary of the Home and
War Chest. ’

Hails ®onsors
- At Dedication

Four yeafs of effort, in which

ercome, culminated successfully
Sunday in the dedication of the
$35,000 Douglas Community build-

and meeting place for
Champaign-Urbana’s Negro resi-

More than 300 persbns heard the
hour-long dedication ceremonies in
the center’s big auditorium, and

inspect the lounges, club roon:)s',
The white-painted concrete block

the interior "attractive and well-
lighted, Pastel shades decorate
the rooms, and furniture has been
purchased through the U. S.” O.
and transferred from the Lawhead
center. Asphalt tile flooring is to
be installed in the next several
months, and the grounds will be
landscaped. : -
Richard R. Edwards, chairman
of the advisory committee, presid-
ed, singling out for notice the vari-
ous individuals ‘and groups respon-

Recognition was directed on the

paign County Home and War Chest
and the thousands of subscribers.

located for the project, the re-
mainder coming from private sub-
SCTIpUOn, o e el

Also cited were the Civic foun-
dation, which will hold title to the
structure, the building committee,
headed by Lyle H. Gallivan; the
recreation commission, operating
agency for the center, the advisory

ter drive committee,

Chairman Edwards pointed out
the zeal with which Raymond M.
Scott had pushed the project for
In a brief

tion of the center idea.

Scott particularly mentioned the
constant attention devoted to the
undertaking by’ Lyle Gallivan, ex-

Mayors George J. Babb and

Ggorge Hurd were introduced, and
Miss Hazel Iungerich, director of

Dedication ceremonies for the
$35,000 Douglas community cen-
‘ter, 510-12 East Grove street,
-drew a capacity crowd to the
building’s auditorium Sunday
afternoon, Speaking is Ray-
" mond M. Scott, who recounted
the four-year struggle for re-
alization of the center idea.

Seated in the background on
the speaker’s platform, reading
from the left, are Richard R.
Fdwards, chairman of the ad-
vicory committee and master
of ceremonies for Sunday’s pro-
gram; Rev. A. S. Webb, Rev.
M. A. Crowder, Lyle H. Galli-
van, executive secretary of the

Home and War Chest; Miss Hazel’
Iungerich, director. of the rec-
reation department; . Mayor
George J. Babb of Champaign;
and Mayor George F. Hurd.of -’
Urbana. In the foreground are .-
members - of the. - Community
chorus who wete heard in five

STUDENTS GIVE
|BENEFIT DANCE
AT DOUGLAS CENTER'

Several students of the U. of!
I. group here gave a benefit
dance Saturday night at the new
Douglas Community Center,
charged a small admission fee and
turned over tv officials of the
Center $155.21. This was indeed'
a commendable act on the part of )|
these students; as the need for' ‘
operating funds for the new Cen-
ter is great. Those taking the
lead in the affair were Misses Ela |
Robinson, Louraine Savage, Doi-
is

the recreation depar

(?verton, Fredes Burton, 'andii

{1930 I
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Douglas Center SR S
‘Opens Sept. 23 o
CHAMPAIGN, Il — (WNS) —
Plans are being developed  for a

ceremony at 8 p. m. Sunday, Sept.
28, marking the opening of the

'|$55,060 Douglas Park ‘Community
Center at . 510-512 ‘Tast Grove
Street. ! :

Financed by a grant from the

and War Chest. and by private|
| subscription, the center will meet |-
il the recreationa] needs of residents| . . .
#of the northeast part of the eity.| - :
A Chicago attorney is being|[ "~ -~ -
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{|Douglas Community Center
..||simple and sincere expression

lchief, workers for thc Center, Dbe-| ;

‘Awith the words, “May we express
‘Tour thanks and appreciation to the

) hof the contributors.
our efforts possible.
1l for

dlthat we are here today.

“Jfmunity chest;

.J|Hazel fungerich, director .of the

“fsong “God Bless Amerviea,” sung! :

-jof the music was directed by Julia

‘{lowed by llie invocation by Rever-

A}

CENTERIS® |
DEDICATED |

A-resume of the history of the
and

of
thanks to its backers turned out ST ¢
to be the dedicatory speech at the ,
opening of the new building at
Grove and Sixth streets at 3 p. m.
Sunday. _
Raymond M, Scott, one of thei

ST

came the oflicial . dedicator when! X
the guest speaker, Doctor John C.}” " N
Bllis’ of Decatur, failed to arrive.

Scott closed his brief history

Home and War Chest board and all ' - .
[t was your. (
idea and your interest that made,
May we ox- -
press our thanks and appreciation
the persqnal gifts. It is De-
cause_of your gifts and your help!
May we
express our appreciation to the’
press. It was you who kept (lle_'
public informed of our needs a.n(l;f
may be give thanks {o God for {his-
country in” which ‘we live. Today
we dedicate because of all of you.”" .
Seated on the platform were.
Richard [:. Edwards, master of cere-
monies; tite Reverend M. A. Crowd-.
er of the CME church; the Rever- ‘
end A. S. Webb of the Salem Bap- ’
tist church; Scott; Lyle Gallivan,’
executive secretary of the Com-'
Mayor Geotrge F.
Hurd, Mayor George J. Babb, and

Champaign Recreation commission.
Members of the Comimnunity chor- -
us, the women in whitle and the-
men in black, were seated ahoute
the platform. .
The program opened with the!

by Mrs. Lucy Jess Gray and the. o

“ Community Chorus. The entire au-' .0 ° .

dience joined in the chorus. All:.

Walden Valentine. B R .
“God Bless America” was fol-}

end Crowder. Then the.Commun-
ity Chorus sang a Capella “His|

i

Name So, Sweet” and “Swing Low”




O
o

s e

‘l
5.
i

“415‘ 253
..\,_»_,A.umcr v

" S

- eyt an e e




\Y‘:lwzl'-r »
AT o
3

ST SR....4 B

SEEIIRNS N
- - *1__.

o

R
&:E‘i
abs

e

8

T

ot
,&’f‘ i
ke s







C—%‘(),J

)

“NEGRO NA’I‘IONAL ANTHEM" ’ _ -

o .o L . Lift ev'ry voice and sing

) o 'Til] earth and heaven ring,
T ' ‘ ) ) - Ring with the harmonies of liberty;

. . S L . S ) - Let our rejoicing rise
. il ﬁa 2 ) High as the list’ning skies, :

: n Pmnrtam Let if resound loud as the rolling sea, .
: Sing a song full of the faith that the
. ] past has taught us;
: . ) Sing a song full of the hope that the
present has brought us;

Tacing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us mareh on 'til Victory is won.

DR HARRY D EL_LIS _ God of our weary years,

: o God of our silent tears,
o e ' Thou who hast brougth us thus far on theway; .
. 1804 - 1946 Thou who hast by Thy might
C : . Led us into the light,
. : Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
’ Lest our feet stray from the places, our God,

€
- ; . — b where we met Thee; ,
. TREASURER., FUNDS RAISING COMMITTEE. Let our hearts, drunk with the wine of the
. - o MEMBER BUILDING COMMITTEE. . ; ) ol (;Norlg, we forggrt‘:h'.[‘hee;d ; L
g I . ; W . hadowed beneath Thy hand, may we lorever .
L : ‘ MEMBER ADVISORY BOARD. ! _ stand
) S y True to our God, true to our native land.
EEE L _ - _ _ Words, Walter Weldon Johnson.

Music, J. Rosanxond Johnson.

-~

. DOUGLAS COMMUNITY CENTER
.. . SIXTH AND GROVE STREETS o

a3



% CIIAMPAIGN RECRDATION COMMISSION
' : M]ss Hazel Iungerlch, Dn'ector

' BOARD OF DIRECTORS =~ =
" Mr. Jullus X. Davis, Chairman

,Mr Seely Johnston . Mr, D L. Huxtable
Mr. Cecil Nelson - | ~Mr. W. Herman Thompson

o

.ﬁOUGLAS CENTER ADVISORY BOARD
Mr. Richard R Edwards, Chairman »

_Mr. Julius X. Davis . Mr. Albert Rivers
Mrs. Odelia Wesley, Sec’y. Mr. George McComb

- Mr. Alvin Foxwell Dr. L. P. Diffay

..Dr. George Hunt Mr.-Raymond M. Scott

Taylor L. Thémas, Director .

Souvenir Programs .
Thru the Courtesy of
Les Fenmes Club.

.

CHORUS

: . Soprano
,Mane Sm1t11 L Thelma Holloway
| Hattie Mae Wmfleld ~ Hassie Wells
2 Odelia Wesley : : Dorothy Ransom
. "Pauline Cockran" . Willie Mae Williams
- ' 7 Amie Clark E ) Ruth Gray
s Ella Williams Elease Clemments
*" ¢ Susie Patterson . . Mrs. Lindsey
: © 7. Luvada Bowles Pear] Milliner
-t Lovie-Anderson ~ Ruth Ray
o0 5 Luey Jess Gray ) Lillie Snell
7" Odessa Lashley Sophia Phillip
' i S : ] Alto .
1. Bmma Liddell ' . : Alease Milton
i+ " Lillie Smith . Albert Crenshaw
.y . Neppie Donaldson . Naomi Ransom
. Louise McClendon Minnie Caldwell

i i < Mary B. Jones
e T Bass and Tenor
- Osborne G. Monroe ) George Ray

. Jean Clark - i Marion ‘Anderson

.. % Charles H. Browne . William Williams

: - Phillip Milliner , Clifford Jones

: * Charles Latham . . . Fred Morris

L . Theotto Bowles ' Edward Benton
USHERS

Catherine Humphrey Rosa Pealer
Pauline Johnson Daisy Jackson

Mr. Frank Corray - Mrs. L. T. Gregory, Treas.

32
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FIVE O'CLOCK P M.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER TWENTY-SECOND
 NINETEEN HUNDRED FORTY-SiX

)

 .PROGRAM
: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1946.

Julia Walden Valentine,
. Director of Music.

“‘Negro National Anthem” ......... .James Welden J olmson

Community Chorus and Audience.
Prayer ....... ..... e reesee e Rev. M. A. Crowder.
“T’ve Got a Robe” ........... Arranged by Willa Townsend

“Wade in the Water ....... Arranged by Edward Boatner
Community Chorus - Charles Latham, Soloist.

“Thank God for a Garden’ ... .o.eiiiiieieenen Del Reigo
Mrs Thelma Holloway.

“I C:ould't Hpar Nobody Pray” ........... Edward Boatner

Community Chorus .......eveeueerne- Mrs, Hattie Winfield,
Soloist. -

“Swing Low” .... s Arranged by Edward Boatner
Mrs. Thelma Holloway, Soloist.

OPhine ALONE e e ettt e e e Victor Herbert

Mr. Charles Latham.

“It's Me” ... Loiiieen a.l Arranged by Willa Townsend
Commumty Chorus - Mrs. Thelma Holloway, Soloist.

“o’ Devme Redeemer” (Prayer) ........... weeevee. Gounod
Mrs. Hattie Winfield.

. “ng Jews isa Listing”................ William A. Dawson .

Commumty Chorus.

‘ Remarks................ ; ....... Director of Douglas Center

f‘Wé are Climbing Jacobs Ladder” . ..... Community Chorus
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DUeheamte ..o\ sssrrrvnsssnesiasosesisioins Estelle Mevijield glass Annex
............................. : z
Pragen ... Rev. Ghartes B fackon jor Style Show I ..
Salads swed ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, gq Talble Vewniben dy, September 27, 1998 . K
Introduction of WC.C. ................... Barbara MeGee | 4:00p.m. |
Ddhglags Center, 512 E. Grove St.
Wistress of Coremodies .................. Stharon Jackson : Ap#sion: $4  Salad Spread
Wodeleng .. ovvvvenirarinsnnaininiinsis, Sports & Casual ABIBE | |-
SelecliOn «ovvvvrenirirrrieiniiiiiiiiiis FNoats Browe » ‘
i
27 A Todd 74%/& e T '_"7zeéez¢
odeling .........ocvvvviiiiiiiiiniiin, Drese MarionJones..........coevvvivmrverienriennecean Chairlady
, . : Ruth Lotham Olive Foster Lula Conners
o Faye (atehing- Pucket? Ruth Hendricks
Wodeling ........ccccocvviiiniiiiininis, Aten Feve .
Closing Remankis ........................ Elease Mitton, President Decorating
‘ ClaraBright .....cccovvevveneneninceneneeienecens Chairlady
Mozell Avant Liza Vassor Clara Thomas
Catherine Campbell ~ Pauline Walker Marie Hines
_ 0 ééc’ce'w Daisy Jackson
President ...cooovvuvevneiirircreneeee s Elease Milton
Vice President ..........ccevveeeeiereereennrcnnnniniinnns Donald Brown . Wodels
RecprdmgSecretary ........................................ Lucﬂl_e White Mozell Avant Clara Bright Catherine Campbell
Assistant SECTEtary ..........cceceveeeverrieriernnirecsunnn Margie Bean . . . g
Financial Sec Nettie Scoft Mearilyn Cleveland Bernice Franklin Esther Harrison
1nanf;1 ret?ry ......................................... e. e 5o Kathryn Humphrey Alice McNeal Estelle Merrifield
Planning Committee ............coceerrercciiieennrinnenns Daisy Jackson . .
. . . Shirley Mock Irene Oldham Elaine Owens
Social COMMILLEE ........cecrereeerercviriiiiinineeiens Mildred Jones o1 o :
) . . Joyce Phillips Marvarine Pirtle Nettie Scott
Ruth Fonville Malinda Wallick ; :
. . Jenny Sheflield Montrula Shelby Mamie Smith
Theo Oliver Margaret Minor Linda Turnball Brenda Vonner Bertha Williams
Birthday Cards ..........coeevevveieveneercnciiiieiens Malinda Wallick
Get Well Cards .......vecuveeeirieieeeeenceeercienen Gladys Robinson
Sympathy Cards ..........ccoevvvvvrerncrnrinineeennes Margaret Minor een
Senior Director/Treasurer .........ocooeverivveennnens Barbara McGee Khair Ali Greg Harris James Hayes

Cyrus Williams Ronald Williams




T L oving Wemorny
Estella"T.T." Davis was a smooth lady in everything that she did. She
was a very proud lady that dressed in the finest of clothes and jewelry.

Estella was one that really loved the Style Show and the people loved
to see her strut down the stage with so much grace. She would smile
and look down at herself when she would style. Asweallknow T.T.
loved her hats, so T.T. our hats are offto you. You will be greatly

- missed but will never be forgotten. '

Stecial Thantks

Thanks to everyone on the program the models and each of you who

made this day possible!






‘Kindergarten

oo
i Re
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‘ gistration Tuesday

f the Champai

P 4 paign-Urbana Kj

garten association called bl;u;&iesrs:

: vcci-‘ghairman, Thurs-
Ts. Lizzie Johnson, th

chairman, also attended.e

f of children to b

3 . e
Euihzn?tqrrac1a1 kinderga:trgflégg
e five-year-olds were asked
_.:smaupoex ?ned V1‘::;]11)1'1:{ diphtheria,
oculgtions taken Ocoap;;lgocough o

;}J{_\»i’_I‘(I;e four new teachers
£SIgarten were Aintroduced, The

,piessgd 'its reget

ik e

| [Kindergarten

To Get 50004

A donation of $500 is being mac
py the Civic foundation of 'Chan
paign to the kindergartén oper
ihe Douglas Park Community gens
ter, 510-12 East Grove street;’
was disclosed Saturday. ’
“ The contribution has been
proved by the board of ditéctors
of the foundation and will be paid
in September when the kindergar-
ten’s fall term opens. - BRI 1
Organized last year, th[e kinder-¥ |
garten cares for the pre-school age -]
children of working Negro moths
ers, carrying on both an instr
tional and ,recreational, prog
This is .the second 'gift m3
the Civic foundation to th
las center. The previous' gift ;.- %
for landscaping the center, whichl’
was erected with Community C“hesgL ]
:{funds. ‘ ot |
' The foundation was- organized
.three years ago &8s 2 non-profi
corporation to receive and admi

ister funds donated for worthwhile {
|civic purposes. Its grant of $500 |
'lto Douglas center comes from the :
‘interest realized on an initial giﬁ:l
lof $5,000 in stocks and bonds by
{Hartwell C. Howard of Chams,
!paign. N

! Rulings are being sought

lthe U. S. bureau of internal reve
enue 3s to the .tax status of the ,H
\foundation and donations made t8%
it. The foundation has held the :j
iile to Douglas center, but may -}
‘have to turn the title aover to '@
.some other agency to be recogniz- ‘2

led for tax exemption.
A,
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. Leonard Jones, -Ieft, -pre-> tivity leaders ahd helpers dunng'
sents. awards to  workers at DouO- ‘the center’s winter season. Beceiv-’ :
Iass center ‘during a party given’ ing the awards ate, left to Tight, . i avior and ° B
-in’honor of volunteer workers who ” Charles Robettson, Levi-Davis- and -appearance.

served is hosts and hostesses ‘ac- -~ Melvin ‘Penn. These three were se- -~ '(Photo by Gene Su s)
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Mme R.,_Smnth

”E don‘t ever

'BY Conme Conroy

Staying healthy is merely a symp-
tom of a busy schedule for Mamie R.

. Smith, 64, -of. 301 Bradley, Cham--
~paign. A commumty volunteer and - .
president: of. Douglass- Senior- Citi- *:
zens, Smith said. constant actrvuty;_

keeps the . eehes ‘--eand pams from'
- setting in.- &, L gt .
Born in Everg een Alabama

Smith moved to Mlssrssmpr where .
she lived and married before movmg'
- she
. worked in a plant during World War "
~ before moving to Champaign in 1961.
Once in town, she began working for
. the Umversrty of lllinois residence -
" halls, -
ended up as a c¢ab driver before an "
accident forced her . mto an eariy. '
-retirement in 1971. R ’

to - Danville in" 1944. There,

the Ramada Inn and” fmally

“l haven’t worked smce " Smrth

said. The accident serrously dam-;
‘aged her left ankle and ‘shé had to

have two skin grafts. “The /doctor
wanted to amputate because it was

-slow to heal,” Smith said. “I tqld him

| didn’t want to lose it.”
Smlth s instincts  were correct.

. Although her doctor told her to keep
~ weight off the ankle, on the day of
this interview Smsth ran‘down the"

hall at Douglass Annex to ask

.program director Crystal Green a
After the skin grafts.
.Smrths recovering was moving a-

S SR S P S T T ]

- ,semor "citizen  dctivities.,
. seven grandchildren and three grown

‘but _Smith still

- said. “I

Y e

get suf P’

'“feehng rlght no ' '
" “I kept going to the doctor but he
said nothing was wrong- with me. |

was used to stirring around so | got
to volunteermg Because she keeps

..moving Smith sald I dont ever_get
- stiff,” :

On weekdeys Smlth can be found
servmg ‘lunch at the Mt. Olive Church -

- for the Peace Meal Nutrition Program

for._senior citizens. “I started going
up there to eat,” Smith said, “then |
started - going to staf:
Smith also sits on a Nutrition

- Council that serves -the east central
~ lllinois area that meets about every
: two months.- :

Smrth doesn’t restrict her trme to
She has

daughters:
Rantoul,

-Eunice Lipscombs of
Helen Smith of Urbana and

- Joyce McDuffy of -Rome, N.Y.-Her ..

children may be well out of school
keeps up. W|th
Champalgn s Unit 4 school board. In
the past year she.worked on the

' - Bradley-McKinley bus - committee.
She also spoke at a recent -school
‘board meeting in favor of Muhammad

Abdullah’s appointment to the board

“to replace Mary Nesbrtt who resrgn-

ed. :
"l know Abdullah well,” Smlth
worked with him on -the

meetmgs "o

work ” Smrih attends Prlgnm Mrss-
ionary Baptist Church at 1310 N.
Sixth St., Champaign.

- Smith begins her

which she attends. morning, after-
noon and evemng servnces On

'Sundeys ' by ‘
teaching a Sunday School class after

f
|
i
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A CHAM PAIGN NEWTON H. DODDS. PRESIDENT :
é 706 Kenwoced Road PATRICIA H. LEONHARD. VICE PRESIDENT
Champaign, IL 61826-3125 DONALD F. BRESNAN, COMMISSIONER
Phone (217) 398-2550 GILBERT J. BRINKMEYER. COMMISSIONER .
MIDGE WALLACE. COMMISSIONER

Fax (217) 355-8421

DISTRICT

FRENCH L. FRAKER. SECRETARY-ATTORNEY
GARY G. WACKERLIN, TREASURER

ROBERT F. TOALSON, GENERAL MANAGER
g . ) SARA L. HENSLEY. DIRECTOR OF RECREATION
March 29, 1993 : JAMES SPENCER. DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
MIKE SEIBOLD. CONTROLLER
SUE GREY. DIRECTOR OF VOLUNTEERS
NATE DIXON, COORDINATOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Mrse. Doris Hoskins
1208 West Church
Urbana, IL 61801

Dear Mrs. Hoskins:

On behalf of the Champaign Park District Douglass Center and Champaign
County Black History Committee, I would like to thank you for your
generous support during our Black Heritage Program.

Without your support, it would not have been possible to provide a

guality program for the Black community. It is great that you are

helping to provide Douglass Center the opportunity to strive for

success. JThanks again. .

Sincerely, .

NS

Walter 5. Smith
Douglass Facility Supervisor

WSS:cf
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By GINGER ORR

Giving Kids alternatives to gangs
Walter Smith lost half his football team to gangs.
Which shows this Champaign youth director is onto something.

table in the middle of Frederick Douglass park, his chin

resting in his hands, his elbows propped on dark,
scabbed knees. A North Carolina blue and white baseball cap
was pushed forward over his eyes. He was waiting for the rest
of his teammates to show up for the day’s football practice.
Gradually they arrived, coming from all directions across the
park to gather at the blacktop basketball court in the middle.
Some had their purple jerseys slung over their shoulders. All
carried white helmets with the purple Warriors emblem plas-
tered on the side. There were only 11 boys playing on the Pee
Wee football team at Sunday’s game. Normally there were 13,
but Rodney would be out of town that weekend and Clifford
broke his pinkie finger last week. Both of them showed up for

Twelve-year-old Robert Turner sat on'top of a picnic

) practice anyway.

A whistle cut through the air. “C’mon fellas,” their coach,
Walter Smith, called out to the scattered boys. Within seconds
the middle school-aged boys clustered around the imposing 45-
year-old man who stood a good two feet over them. The park
fell silent as Smith told them they were short two players. This
meant every one had to play the whole game. If anyone got
hurt or kicked out, that was it. Be careful, he warned them
before barking out orders to lap the large one-block park — the
standard start of practice. The boys took off, the taller ones
quickly taking the lead, their long, thin legs looking like they
would snap with each step in their clunky, over-sized leather
high-tops. Off to the side, members of a local gang crowded
around the basketball hoop and watched them.

Robert lives in a neighborhood where gangs have stolen the
sense of community away from its residents, and Walter Smith
is fighting to get it back. His sports teams give kids like Robert
an alternative to gangs and a safe haven from the streets. In a
neighborhood beset with poverty, growing fear and despera-
tion, Smith attempts to counter the lure of gangs with opportu-
nities of his own.

Frederick Douglass Center had wanted to form a football
team for the black youth in northeast Champaign. The
Champaign Park District didn’t offer a program. So, like many
of his other projects, Smith initiated the idea on his own.
For most of the boys it was their first chance to participate

It all started with football. For two years, the director of the

never worn uniforms or shoulder pads and never had a pair of
cleats or a real coach. Growing up in the public housing around
the Douglass Center, 11-year-olds went home to empty apart-
ments with little supervision and nothing to do but hang on the
streets. The only teamwork they had ever known came from
the gangs that ruled their neighborhood — the Gangster Disci-
ples and the Vice Lords who had come down from Chicago to
recruit middle schoolers because they were less likely to get
punished in the juvenile court system.

The gangs use force, Smith said. “They say to some of them
if they don’t sell these drugs, they won’t let them on the bus,
they’ll beat them up, they won’t let them go to school. They
use school as an enforcer to get to the kids. You can’t walk way
over there to Robeson School or Bottenfield or Westview.
That’s a long ways for these kids to be walking. That’s some-
thing we’ve got to work on.”

Officer Gene Stephens, one of two community police offi-
cers who walks the streets around Douglass, estimates that 85

One of the highlights is a
irip to the Bulls training
center. One youngster got
to sniff Scottie Pippen’s shoes

I
percent of the high school-aged black males and 50 percent of
the middle schoolers in northeast Champaign are involved with
gangs in some way, either asa runner, lookout or drug dealer.
Stephens said he makes an average of two or three arrests a day
for fights, weapons or drug activity related to the gangs.

The gangs may control the four public housing develop-
ments bordering the one-block park, but the Douglass Center
has been unofficially declared a neutral zone. The center’s
new-looking, brick building with tall, narrow windows li_ned
up across its front looks like an oasis surrounded by the tired
rows of low-rise frame apartments that cluster in groups

.. _/in anything more than a neighborhood pick-up game. They had around vacant concrete courtyards. Grade school children

1
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yoround after dinner, unsuper-
5 to plC}\ up free loaves of fresh bread
; ier}’ pee Wee football practices every
’ Jpcal urrouﬂdm” the Center. Even gang mem-
2 purk ? . Gym Nights, but once they step inside.
. Opfand they are just teenage boys who want to
; o 11 owm[ever gang activity occurs, happens off

proP erty-

, measure of Smith’s success is'the fact that the gangs
d[y regard his programs as competition. Whether
[;e are gang members or not, most of the kids try out
s teams. At the start of the season, 25 kids between
? sof 10 and 12 signed up to play in the C-U Youth Foot-
”League with the Warrlors This was the fifst time an all-
v Ick ream from northeast Champaign had Jomed the league.
The}’ even won their first four games until the “gang bangers™

jth's

on the team decided to quit. All 12 of them. T)

“They couldn't take the weight.” said Smith. “They can talk
a big game. but they couldn’t handle it. All of the ones in
Mansard Square and Parkside [public housing complexes in
northeast Champaign] decided to quit the team. All of them.”
He shook his head sadly. The gangs got in the way. “They were
told not to get involved,” he said.

Even though the loss of half the team ended their winning
streak. Robert continues to show up faithfully for each prac-
tice. He joined the Warriors because he wanted to play on a
real football team. but the seventh grader at Edison Middle
School knows there is more to it than that. “It keeps kids out
of trouble and gang-related stuff,” he said.

The fact that the gangs join in some of the activities at the
center. however, doesn’t bother him. “They come and play bas-
ketball. but they don’t cause no trouble.”

Smith's no-nonsense- attitude helps ensure this, as does the

Photo by Carlos T. Miranda. a photo-journalism studenr ar the University ofllllm

Walter Smith and his “‘gang.” Fighting the influence of street gangs is an endless battle, says the director of Champaign’s Douglass Center, because there
is no single, magic solution. But he believes that showing youngsters they have options in life can be a powerful antidote to the lure of street gang activity.

W 28/April 1995/1ilinois Issues
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News-Gazette photo by John C. Dixon

5. The children, all from

Snowy roll
Three youngsters tumble down the snow-covered and Deandre Williams,
s Park in Champaign. They are, Champaign, were in the Eager Beaver day-caré
the Douglass Center.
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EARLY AMERICAN MUSEUM/DOUGLAS CENTER
ILLINOIS HUMANITIES COUNCIL EVALUATION
PUBLIC PROGRAMS EVALUATION

Program Name
Date i

Please rate the Program in the following categories:
l=excellent 2=good 3=average 4=unsatisfactory 5=poor

Introduction: 1 2
Objectives Clearly stated: 1 2
Scope of the Program: 3 | 2
Effectiveness of Presentation: | 2
1 2

3 2

b | 2

=

Use of historical scholarship:
Opportunity for audience involvement:
Physical accessibility of the Program:
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Thursday, March 18, 1993

News-Gazette photo by Deifina Colby

Heavy load
Mark Breland, a fourth-grader at Wiley School in  Recreation Center. The 10-year-old was viewing
Urbana, gets help from volunteer Otto Haack in  1800s exhibits Wednesday as part of a program
usina a double-bucket water carrier at Douglass  saluting Champaign County black history.




"LIFT EV'RY VOICE AND SING"

Lift every voice and sing

Till earth and heaven ring,

Ring wjth the harToniés of Liberty;

Let our réjdicing rise

High as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us,
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun

Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,

Bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

Yet with a steady beat,

Have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears have been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,

Till now we stand at last '

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,

God of our silent tears,

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who has by Thy might

Let us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, Our God, where we met Thee,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee:
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand.

True to our GOD,

True to our native land.




Salute To Champaign County Black History
with a special tribute to

Frederick Douglass

March 15 - 21, 1993
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FREDE
AUGUSTUS DOUGLASS

1817-1895

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

9:00 - 10:30 a.m. & noon - 1:30 p.m.

* Champaign Park District Douglasss Center Celebration (512 E. Grove St.)
* Special exhibits and demonstrations

» School activities by reservation only

Tuesday

* Special Middle School appearance by Mr. Willie Dixon, Jr. on a narrative about

Frederick Douglass, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Saturday
* Fashion Show at Douglass Recreation Center, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
* Reception at Douglass Annex (804 N. Fifth St.), 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

* Salute to Civil War Soldiers, American Legion Post 559

* Frederick Douglass Commentary by Dr. Juliet Walker, 4:00 p.m.

* Introduction of Family And Community History Program, 4:00 p.m.
* Music, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

For more information contact:

Walt Smith, Douglass Center - 398-2575
Barb McGee, Douglass Annex - 398-2572

: Cheryl Kennedy, Champaign County Forest
Committee Members Preserve District - 586-2612

Mary Alexander

Erma Bridgewater
Nate Dixon 0
Katherine Humphre
Cheryl Kennedy
Estella Merrifield
Charlotte Nesbitt
Walter Smith
Mary Grace Thomas

Carrie Banks g CHAMPAIGN

PARK

DISTRICT

Illinois Humanities Council

@ Douglass Branch Library

® 310K BradieyAve. @ Champeign, IL81820 o









Douglass Center’s new
director a familiar face

By J. PHILIP BLOOMER

News-Gazette Staff Writer
CHAMPAIGN — Douglass

Center gets a new director to-

day, though for many people,

he’s not all that new.

Norman “Rasul” Mowatt, 23,
has been hired to replace Walt
Smith, the longtime director who
left in December to become su-
perintendent of recreation for
the Hazelcrest Park District.

Mowatt, originally from Chica-
go, has lived in Champaign for
the last six years, earning a de-
gree in history from the Univer-
sity of Illinois and the respect of
neighborhood stalwarts around
Douglass Park.

“He’s dedicated to making a
difference out here. I'm glad he
was chosen,” said Vera Wesley,
a founder of the Douglass Con-
cerned Citizens for a Better
Neighborhood.

Mowatt has run that group’s
tutorial program out of Douglass
Center for five years. It serves
about 80 children, ages 4-13. Mo-
watt said that work was an ex-
tension of his involvement with
the American Friends Service
Committee of Chicago and its
African-American Community
Empowerment Program.

The director’s job is being ex-
panded to encompass all park ac-
tivities, said Jamie Sabbach, the
park district’s facilities and pro-
gram manager.

“He’ll be responsible for not
just the center and the annex,
but will also be overseeing the
entire park,” Sabbach said. “We
think the transition will be bene-
ficial for the entire neighbor-
hood.”

It’s a key position for the dis-
trict in that it involves one of the
district’s busiest facilities and
the kind of outreach that takes
the district beyond traditional
recreational programming.

Park district usage statistics
show that 97 percent of the time
the center is open, there’s pro-
gramming and people using it.
The center served around
125,000 visitors in 1994-95.

“I think he’ll bring a fresh per-
spective to the Douglass commu-
nity,” Sabbach said. “He’s very
committed and has set his roots
here, and I think he feels a
strong commitment based on his
experience here.”

Mowatt said it’s the residents
who made him want to stay.

“I really started to form some
connections with Mrs. Wesley,
parents and students. It’s hard to
let that go,” he said. “I hope to
be able to provide some pro-
gramming that makes a differ-
ence.”

The concerned citizens group
is sponsoring a reception for
neighborhood residents to meet
Mowatt from 7 to 9 p.m. Friday
at the Douglass Center.

NOTICE

In memory of our friend and colleague

Dave Piper

Insurance Risk Managers
will close at Noon on Friday, February 2.

X

Insurance
Risk
Mnnngers. Ltd.




Urban Bush Women
Tryon Festival Theatre
Krannert Center for the
Performing Arts

College of Fine and
c s s e s s e AppliedArts/UIUC
April 15,1997
Educational materials for the Krannert Center Youth 10:00 am
Series are made possible by SuperValu/JM Jones, The
Champaign-Urbana Junior Woman'’s Club, and Robb

Springfield.

Urban

This multi-disciplinary performing group was formed in 1984 by

|
its artistic director, Jawole Willa Jo Zollar, to express the Afro-
‘ American experience through song, dance, drama, and the
spoken word. Drawing from African, Caribbean, and Afro-

American folklore and religious traditions, Urban Bush Women
seek to ‘explore the struggle, growth, transformation, and survival of
the human spirit.”

F The Urban Bush Women have been described as ‘superb dancers, fine vocalists, and

exceptional mimes.” (Gene Jones, Charleston News and Courier).
Their work is ‘startlingly original,” and ‘the lines of communication between them and
the audience are so clear and direct, you blink as if seeing daylight for the first time.’

(Nancy Goldner, Philadelphia Inquirer).

Be prepared to be entertained, challenged, and inspired as you participate with the
Urban Bush Women. After spending time with them you may just find yourself
wanting to ‘write a song or shout, or stamp.’

(Alexandra Bellar, Michigan Daily, Ann Arbor).

(Brainstorm with your classmates or use a dictionary to find the definitions of the italicized words.)




Travel the World with the Urban Bush Women

The Urban Bush Women have traveled through- Try to locate the cities in the United States on the
out the United States and the world to teach, map where the Urban Bush Women have
perform, and inspire the people to use their performed. Match the letter of the city with the
cities” cultural traditions, especially dance and numbered space on the map.

music, in their plans for improving their neigh-
borhoods and bettering the lives of those in their
communities.

A. New York City, New York

B. Los Angeles, California

C. Houston, Texas

D. Boston, Massachusetts

E. Minneapolis, Minnesota

F. Austin, Texas

G. Albuquerque, New Mexico

H. Wilmington, North Carolina

-

Need a greater challenge? Find these cities and countries on a globe: England; German, Amsterdam, Netherlands; Jerusalem & Tel Aviv, Israel; Geneva, Switzerland; and Paris, France.




Hands

* Make up hand-clapping rhythms alone or with a
friend. e Use different positions of the hands:
cupping and / or brushing hands together+ use
heels of hands, fists, and different patterns of
clapping, snapping  Tap or slap (gently) different
parts of your own body ® After you practice, teach
your pattern to the rest of the class.

Feet

* Stamp your feet—Use your whole foot, try toes only, or
heels, or maybe toes then heels. ¢ Shuffle your feet, jump on
one foot or two feet. March, hop, glide, skip. ® Can you think
of other movements? Did you try different levels (on tiptoes,
bending over), different speeds? What about loud and soft?
Can you add arm movements? ® Share your ideas with the
class. Can they follow your lead? What about moving around
the room? ¢ Use music with your choreography.

Drum, Shake, Scrape. . .

Improvise percussion instruments to use with movement!.» Use rulers,
pencils, or hands to tap out rhythms on the bottom or sides of a plastic
tub. e Fill containers with snap-on lids (coffee cans, margarine tubs) with
pebbles, beans, paper clips, or popcorn kernels. Shake and / or tap. ®
Use rhythm sticks to tap together or on the floor. ® Blocks of wood can
be rubbed or clapped together. ® Use clean meat trays, aluminum pie
plates, regular and plastic-coated paper plates to make tambourines.
Punch or cut holes around the rim, tie on bells, large paper clips, buttons.
These can be decorated with paint, ribbons, yarn. ® Use your instru-
ments to create rhythms for yourself and other dancers.




Community Sing

Krannert Center for the Performing Arts and the
Champaign Park District invite you to join the
Urban Bush Women on Tuesday, April 15th
at 7:30 pm at Douglass Community Center
for a Community Sing!

This extrodinary group of women expresses the
richness of our culture by incorporating Afri-
can-American folklore and gospel music (both
instrumental and vocal) into their dance perfor-
mances. The Urban Bush Women began doing
Community Sings as a way of engaging a
broader community than the dance community
in its outreach activities.

A community sing is simply a way for anyone
interested in singing to come together and have
a wonderful time!

It's not very often that professional touring
artists have the time to participate in outreach
activities in the communities in which they are
performing. We're excited to have the Urban
Bush Women returning this season to Kran-
nert Center and look forward to your partici-
pation in this special community event!

For more information about the Community
Sing contact, Brenda James at 398-2573
Douglass Community Center or

Barbara McGee at 398-2572

Douglass Annex

Community Sing!

Free and open to the public

Tuesday, April 15, 1997

7:30 pm Douglass Community Center

I

DISTRICT

For ticket information contact the Ticket Office at 333-6280.
For inforamtion on Group Discounts contact 244-0549.




UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Krannert Center for the Performing Arts
500 South Goodwin Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801-3788

February 5, 1997

Mrs. Doris Hoskins
1298 W. Church
Urbana, IL 61801

Dear Mrs. Hoskins,

On April 15th of this year, a very special community event will occur at
Douglas Center in Champaign!

Krannert Center for the Performing Arts, in cooperation with the Champaign
Park District, will host a Community Sing with various choirs, individuals
from the local community and Urban Bush Women.

Rooted in folklore and spiritual traditions of African Americans, Urban Bush
Women has earned wide acclaim for its exploration of the struggle, growth,
transformation, and survival of the human spirit. Urban Bush Women’s
Community Sing will be a participatory event designed to bring a greater
understanding of the power and wealth of African American culture through
song to people of all ages. \

Two years ago, Urban Bush Women participated in a Community Sing with
members of Bethel AME Church. We are pleased to have them returning this
season and look forward to planning another community event with this
extraordinary group of women! But in order for this event to be a success, we
need help from community leaders, such as yourself, to plan the activity and
to get the word out to interested individuals and choirs.

I hope you will join me on Wednesday, March 5th at 6:30 pm in the Krannert
Room at Krannert Center where I will present more information about
Urban Bush Women at this time and ask for your advice and input to make
the Community Sing a success! Please rsvp me at 244-0549 by Wednesday,
February 19th.

Phone (217) 333-6700  Fax (217) 244-0810




UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS
AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN

Krannert Center for the Performing Arts
500 South Goodwin Avenue
Urbana, IL 61801-3788

I look foward to meeting with you! Thank you very much for your
consideration!

Sincerely,

2 //{Z/M &CM
Crystal Womble
Community Liaison

Phone (217) 333-6700 e Fax (217) 244-0810
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