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INTRODUCTION 

!bis thesis prEuHmtsth~ history and. development Qf 

Douglass Community Center. Looking at the recreation and 

oommunity facilities available 'prior to the establiShment of 

the Douglass Community Center~ one can understand the need 

that was partlally met when the progra.m of the Center was 

01'1 glnated.. 

The establishment of thls CommunltyCenter represents 

some of the phases of community organisation and. the methods 

that are involved in bringing about the object1 ves of ma,ny 

groups to 'reach a common goal th&t 1s sa.tisfactory. 

'The material prssente4 1n thts thesis was seoured 

through newspaper files ~ interviews wi tll ind1 v1duals who were 

closely oonnected with the variou.s phases of the projeot~ 

information made available from the files of the Champaign 

Council of Social Agenoies and Communi ty Cbest# and the author's 

experience a.s a Field Work Placement at Douglass' Community Center. 

iv 
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Chapter I 

THE BACKGROUND THAT tED TO THE ESTABLISHMENT or 
THE DOUGLASS COMMUNITY OK.TIR 

Characteristios c.t the Communiti&e 
. --

The twin cities of Ohampaign aRdUrbana are located in 

East Central Illinois approximately one hWldred twenty-eight m11es 

south of Chioago. The citles are the home of the Un1V6l"$1t1 of 
.' 

Illinois which had during the sohool year 1947-48 a total of . . 

21,159 lresident students plus an academic and nonaoa.demic staff 
2 

of 4,,890. The aotiv1ties of the University and the serViaes 

needed by a body as large as the students and staff 1s oonsidered 

the primary interest of the oommunities. 

The seoond important interest 1$ serving as a tra:alng 

center for a radius of t'hirty miles .1n wbat 1s coneidered one of 

. the best land area$' in tbe United States. 

Al though Champaign-flrballa cannot be oonsidered in­

dustrial olties, manufa.oturing is not negligible. Su.ch products 

as drop forgings, road machinery, oement products .. bleaohsrs, 

soybean produots, gloves, and. '3.oademicapparel are produced.. 

'las two cities have separate looal governments whioh 

stimulates some 1"1 valry, but there is cooperation among the 

citizens and. organizations tor tbe most part. The present 

1 Univer.sity of IllinoiS RegIstrar's olfice, Mr. Ellington 

Offioe of nonacademic Personnel .. Uni varSity of Il11no.is 
Bu.reau of Insti tutlonal Research, Uni yersi ty of Illinois 
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population. of tbe twin 01 ties is estimated to be nearl, seventy 

thousand. 

lI1 tbin tbe twin 01 ties the majority of tbe Negro 

population live in an area of the nortbeast corner of Champaign 

and northwest corner of Urbana. The area. extends nortb from 

Washington Street" Champaign" whioh become. i_lin Street in 

Urbana. to thealty limits abOQt seven O,l" eight blockS" extend­

ing ten to twelve blooks east and west. The Negro popula.tiOD 

In 1940 was 2,,106 whioh was 5.5 percent of the combined 

population of t be twin 01 tl ss. 3 ~ The total population of ~ the 

twin cities u:s increased silloe194Q to an estluttd, 53,,000; 

4 10,000 including the student enrollment • 

. 5ou.siug oQndl tions have been .a1), acute problem for 

members of t'hecomrilunl ty, but espeoially fol' tnelsgro popula.tlon. 

Manylegro fa.milies have had to live in small cl'owded bomes 

without tbe model'nool1venlemces. of running water or bat.brooms. 

Several small nOWiles can be IfHuen atanding on Olle nor&lsl~ed lot. 

Theae conditions malte it dlff1c\1lt tor the children and young 

people to bave the aeoeSsal'Y spaee in wh1ch to earry on their 

few aet1 v1 ties. 

Faaili ties Available in the Communi ties Prig!" to 
DouilaEu~ Co-uiii'ICenter· . -

Reoreation and community facilities prior. to t.e 

3 16th Oensus of the Uni ted St~tes 1940. Second 88ri68. 
Characteristics of Fopulation. prepared under supervision 'Of 
Dr. Leon C. Truesdell, ChiefStatistios for Popul!9-tion. See 
,\ppendix A 

____ L.... _______ ~~ ___ ~_~~~~ ~~_~~ 
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establIshment of Douglass Oommunity Oenter were relatively few. 

Douglass Park was the only recreational area provided for that 

part of the twin cities for many years. The facilities for the 

Negro young people and children were limited too 'because 'Of 

some discriminati'On. there was no place to bold dances or any 

of tbelrgrou-p aot1 vi ties. The taverns located in North 

Champaign 'Nere the plaoes that the YOUflg people could ~ye a date 
5 or spend their leisure time. 

Two oenters were opened in 1931. In }lay of that 1ear 

an eduoation CHtnter6 spollsored by the office of the County 

Superintendent of Schools was ~ened at 701 North FIfth Street 

1n Oh!:tmpa.lgn. It wa.s primarily for adult partiOipation. In­

struotion ola.sses wera gi yen daily in. cooking, sewing, dress­

making, French, reading, a.rithmetic, Inglish, Negro history, 

and hygiene. Manual training and a. glee club were added some­

time later. The Eduoation Center wa.s in a. house that had been 

repa.inted and repaired by interested persons in the, COI'El!fH.mity. 

Some of the buSiness f1.rms had dona,ted equipment. 

It was not until December of 1937 J tha,t a recreation 

eenter' was opened a:t 514 East Tremont Street, Champaign" by the 

Champaign Reorea,tlon Oommission. The center was in a. six room 

hOllse on the west side of Dougla.ss Park. rhe Champaign-Urbana. 

Junior Wom.a's Club oooperated with the Recreation CommissiOD 

5 

s 
7 

Interview Apr!l 1948 with lIIr. Lyle Gall! van, EX6out1 ve 
Secratary J Champa,lgn County Community Cheat. 

Champaign-Urbana Courier Newspaper, May 24, 1937. 

Ope oit. , November 30, 1931 



In repairing and furnishing the new e·enter. The I)(lull.,as 

lreaCommlttee direoted the aotivities ~f the center. fhe 

oenter provided .~ program of social aotivities.erafts, mueio .. 

~ramatles.and leisure time ~etlvitles for all ages. e Tbe staff 

eensisted of eixteen people finanoed by theWP j and I' Y A. 9 

The program in Douglass Pa.rk jrea prior to the 

est3bllshment of the Tremont Oenter bad been oQnduet&i in Lawhead 

and 11111a,rd grade schools looated in Champa,lgn.l0 

The pre-sohool program was oontinued at Lawhead 8ohool 

after the other oenter aotivities were begm:l. at the Tremont 

Cenier under the direotion of one woma.n and wi th the cooperation 

of theaoboQ:,J. principal. An Athletic program was continued at 

'illard sohool \laing the playgrounds when the weather parmi tted. 

'he recreation program and pre-sohool program _ere 

partlally financ$l by the Works Projeot Administration funds 

until they were liquidated in 1943. 

In 1940 the house at 514 East framoas was resold to 

its pl'el1'i ous Q1JHlel' whi on made it nece&earJ to move the Center' s 

program to other quarters. Temporary facilities were used in 

the basement of the CUE Church, corner of V1ft-hand Grove.ona 
.. ~i 

blook west of Douglass Pa;rk .... - fhe basement was small and 

inadeqtL~te# and tberefore lim! ted the acti vi ties that oould be 

Ohampalgnlews-Gazette 1' NoVeHt1ber 19, 1931 and, Deoember 41' 1931. 

Interview wttb Mrs. Irma. Bridgewater, Staff member Tremont 
Center J and Douglass Center in 1545. 

10 Op.cii. , NOVSttlber 19, 193' 

11 
Interview with Miss Hazel Iungerlon, Director of RecreatiOD 
CommiSSion, Champaign, IllinOiS, February, 1948. 
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earrieti on. Stnd"fleboard ~nd ping-pong were: the games for lNhieh 

t )}ere waseCluipfltel'llt ani lable. fhe wOlman' sact i vi t1 Eta oentered 

mainly a.round sewing wi th $o~e handwork. The Oenter wu 'boused 

in the ohurob basement for one yeu,. when anothel" move was mad.e 

t'o tbe American Legion Ball. The acti l'1 ties vf the Oenter 'll'81'e 

l1mit~ to pingpong and dancing for the young people. 

In "October. 1943" theChampa,lgn Becreation Commission 

opened a. tfYGutheentel'lt entitled tbe Beardsle, "Center. 1302j­

North Cbampaign Street in O~mpa.ign.12 The Beardsley Center was 

located. next to the Beardsley Pa,rk. Althougb the Center was 

called a youth. center, the prQgra .. :m was to include \l(lomem. The 

everling-t\!w~re gi van to the jur.dor an:;i high sohool !ltg's groups. 

"he wonlen oame to the Center in the afternoons until four 

o~clock when the grade school chtldren came until sijC. The 

• 13 Center stopped operation wben leadershIp "Was no longer a".11ao1e. 

11 th the war in 1941, th.ere eame a need to supply 

act! vi ties and faoil! ties for the oolored servicemen who were 

being stationed at Ohanute Field and at the Unt Vel's! ty of 

Illln~la, in O~~mpalgn-Urbana. A IT S 0 Center was established 

in the two basement rooms of th~ L'iwbead School in O.ha.mpalgn. 

fhe Center was usad to Some extent by the ocnrmnanity, but the 

program was primarily for the serv1cemen sinoe the strlall spaoe 

was a 11m! ting factor. One night a week wa.s gIven to the young 

13 
Interview with Hr. Taylor Thomas, Director of Douglass 
Center, July, 1948. 
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people. The U SO center had been a substitute tlhen Federal 

Works .Ageney funds lh'U'S Dot granted for a new tJ S 0 Building 

tha.t bad been requested by tbe Ohampaign Recreation Comm1ssion 

and the Douglass Com.'l'1111'11ty S&rvlce Orp1l1~a.tlon. Altho~l6b the 

Negro 01 tlzens bad begun t hlnkl8i and worklag toward. a cOlfu»ual t,. 

center in 1940. 1. t was not until the l'ej"thHl of tile grant froll1 

the federal l'oTka Aleno, tha.t the Douglass SOllmat t1 Serviee 

began to work on a center through their aw. effort •• 

~J 



Chapter II 

THE ESTABLISIDiEBT OF DOUGLASS OOWUNITY CEBTZR 

~ !2.!: CommunltICenter Orlg1na,ted with 
the legto Citizens 

Reaognl~ing the lleed for recrs1l,tional and com.~unl t1 

faoilities that was existing in the twin oities, Cb~mpaign and 

Urbana, a grouf.l of Jagro oi tlie-M met together in the Spring , 

of 1940 and organized a committee oalled the Douglass Community 

gar-Yice Organization. Its purpose was to start some movement 

towards a community aenter- building. The first step necessary 

was the pUl"ehaslng of ~ound upon whioh the building oould be 

erected. In an open ~eeting of interested legro citizens held 

sometime later following the formatIon of the Douglass Community 

Service Organization, plans were made to raise the funds needed. 

to purcbase the lots adjaoent to Douglass Pa,rk at 510-513 East 

Grove Street in Champaign. These lots are on the southwest 

corner of the Park. !be amount of money necessary to purohase 

the lots waS $750.00. 

In the fl:tst fina-nelal drlte, contributions were 

reoeived from indlvldu1ds ,g,nd organl~atlon$ in Cbampaign. 

'Entertainments s,nd benef! tSfiiere g1 "len to help raise the money. 

Sufflcient funds were raised as a result of ttis drive to make 

the first payment of 1375.00 in July of 1941. 

The next oampaign to seoure funds was made in the 

fall of 1941. The primary purpose was to finish paying for the 

lots. Any additional money that was contrIbuted would be put 

into a building fund. On December 1, 1941, in the last meeting 

7 
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of the oampaign. the oommittee m_bers WEn". re~oiolng that the! 

bad :reaohed their goal., 14h8n the attack on Pearl Harbor was 

announoed. The oommittee dId not know at that time what form 

their plans could take in light of the nncertain future. 

Several months later in the early part of 1942. the 

Douglass ComtrH.lni t1 ServlceOrgan1zation was advised by the 

Ohampaign Reoreat1on60mmission tbat tberewa:s tit posslbl11 ty 

of racei ving Federal assistanoe through the Fed-era! '1orks 

Agency to erect a. building fJhieh would then SarY8 as a 

serv1osm~rn's center for the duration of the war. After tbe war, 

the building could be used as a. communltycenter. 'the beuils for 

thi s reoommemdat ion was the fact that Ohampaign and Urbana are 

only 17 miles from Chanute Fleld~ a. permanent Army Air Ba~H~. 

and nearer tban any o-tth~r cities of similar size. Many 8e1'v108-

man were- also stationi!Jd a.t tbe Uni yerSi ty of Illinohl located in 

Ohampaign-Urbana. Men stationed at both plaoes used tile twin 

cities for their leisure time activIties. 

Oommission and. the Douglass CONtlnity Sernae Org3.nlzation worked 

several months oompiling neoessary information and drawing up a­

pet1 tion wbioh was presented to the Federal Works Agenoy in the 

fall ot 194~. When no datini is word had been reoei yea concern-

in aooeptance or rejection. the Committee asked. to meet wi tb a 

government representat1 Vet for a report regarding the pet1tIon. 

A gOV'€l."mI1ent representative came to Ch~mpa1gn and reported to 

the Committee .that their petition had been given careful ccn­

$ldera.tion~ bu.t must be rejected because the number of Negro 

---------'------~~~~~~-- J 
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servicemen stationed at Chanute Field. did not warrant the federal 

grant tor tbe servicemen's center. A minimum requirement of 

one thousa.n.d legro servicemen was neCtUHial'Y for establishment of 

the center. Apparentl, at the time the Federal Works Agency 

made its investigation there wers less than that Iuamber. 

The DouglaJ3s Community Service Orgal'liza.t1on made no 

further plane until July, 1943, when a, meeting was held in the 

Lawhead sohocl building with l"epre~enta.tlves from. the ebam:~;l'!aign 

Oc;'unty Home t\nd. Wa.r Obest. When the Douglass Oommu.ni ty SEilTvloe 

Organ1w;;~tlon was asked if' taey were st111 in~~l'e$ted in the 

'H~rvloements a.nd community C8ftter, they stated that they were. 

The Ohest representat1ve$ $xpr$s~H.!ld their willingness to assist 

in the redrafting oftbe petition and submitting it a~in to the 

Federal Works A gene,. for funds» a.l t bough they h1.d no assurance 

th~t it would be granted. 

To reopen the project, the Mayor of Champa.ign oommun­

icated with the Regional Dtretotor of the Federal Works Agency 

in. Ohioago 68:1"1y in the month of August, 1943" to' ask for the 

reoonsldera;tlon 'Of the building project because of the demands 

the war h~d placed on the oommunity. 

On .lugust 24, 1943, the Begional Direotor of the 

Federal Works Agency acknowledge the reopening of the project and 

lndl()ated tbatthe J' W A would ne6t1 to. knoVi eer'tain faots: 

1. In WMt way the war connected need had changed since 

th.e first submission of the project. 

> ' 
1 f 
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2. Reasona tlHipporting war connected need tor Negro 

rltcreatiOJl fac11! tiSill: 

a. Ihmbe!' of Negro troops stationed at Chanute 

Field. 

b. }lumber of Negro servioemem. who came to 

ChampaIgn-Urbana. from time to time. 

c. General informa.tionwbieh eould he used in 

. support of rejustit1eation of projeet submitted. 

The app11oa:t1on to the Federal Works Agency was for "18,500.00 

a.s a part of the $32,500.00 nooecssl!,n'y for the1.1o:nstl'uction. of 

a building for J'egroservieemen. 'fhelooal CCHI~?~,un1 t,. had 

agreed to raJ.se the remaining $14,10'0.00 ne~ut$sa;ry. Some con­

tri but 1 ons had already been pl~ged: 1 

01 ty Reor~ation OOMmission 

Champaign Comaty:.iome and War Chest 

01tl~ensof Urbana 2,000.00 

The Negro orpnisatlons of the twin oities had promised 'to 

make contributions. 

1'0 

The projeot had. the backing of tbe twin cities a.lld of 

eh~nu.te Field. The Urbana. Cit, OOl;lnoil voted u.nanimously that 

soll01 tat10n8 for oontributions trom the ot tizens of Urbana. 

CQuld be made in the amount of $2,,000.00 and th~ memb$n 'Of the 

AJiU10olatio~ of Commeroe pledg$d themselves ·as oitlzel1s of the 
;3 

oo~munl ty 'to belp make such sollc1 ts,tlons. 

1 Tbe Champaign Jl"s ... Ga~ette Newapape:t, September 17/1 1943.·· 

2Letter from ebamp~1gn Ohamber of Commeroe to tbe War DepartmeDt 
J' 1'1 A,l WashIngton}) e, January 18, .1944. 

I 
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TheCham-,palgn Ohafi'iber of (loml!!lerCeW:f'ot3 to the Fed.era.l 

'Works A~ncy and. urged consideration of the federal grant and 

expl"essed their eooperation. 3 

The oommanding offioer of (fbanute Field pve bis 

oooper~tion and e,MOl'Sement to tb~ project lsay:!. ng, Itthe tempol"ary 

tao:Lli ties now available in a. sohool bui lding have 'Prov~n 

1nadequate~ Toe prOl}O$~ tlo;natl'Uotioll will 1!alte it POSsible for 

the co:oonant ty to provid.e the aotl vi tl $& necessary to go,~ morale 

a.nd efficienoy of our colored sQldiers. It i8 believed that 

this oonstruetion is essenti""l to the war effort. Adec,paate 

taol11 tles and programii areav!?.ilablsQB the fl~ld fer the 

colored sGldl~r$1 bu.t they are in need of off .... post. aocommodations. 

Ohampaign. looated about 17 miles from Oh&nute: isttut only 

oOl'lrmunity wi thin a radius of 50 miles having an appreciable 

colored popula.tion. Satisfaotory bus transportation is in 
4 

o~Hn:'i!t1011 ~t~een Challute Fleld~nd Cha1!f,Hdp •• 

Oopies of tae forms for repetitioni.g Were requested 

and the blf'ormatiOll\ l~aS OG1'<lpiled'. 

On September 10, 1943, the application was sent to the 

Regional Federal Works Ageney offioe in Chicago where 1. t. },1s,d 

to be passed on by their board. 

A week a.fter tbe apolloation had. been submitted to 

tbe F 11 .4 Regiona.loffice ill ChiClago a l.'eply was recet ved by 

3 

4 

Letter frO'Tl Hr. Osoar Steer, President of Urbana Association of 
Commerce to llr. Lvle Gs,111-v·fHl Executive Secretary. Communi ty 
Chest AssocIation .. September 2. 1943. 

Letter from Mr. l1al tel' T. Meyer, Colonel Air Corps OommandhUf 
lh~nute Eield l to Mr. William S. Robinson, Regional Federal ~oclal 

g noy, Cblaago, IllInOis, September 8, 1943. 
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the Ch~itIpaigncom:!llit-tee that the grant for tu;,SOO.OO to be used 

in tbe construotion of the building for 'Iegro sold-ien ~a8 

apurov"$d by them., but the final ap,rovl3,l of the appllc-atlon must 

neQ8ssarlly \loma from Washington" D. C. national offioe. 

Wi tb this eneom."agement. the Ne~o :oiti~.ns began 

their solicitations for funds in October" 1943. 

In s8'ek1ng acoeptance of the project in Washington" 

m~,ny people were asked to assist. Oolonel W. B. Bares who was 

originally from the Champaignacm::truni'ty was stationed. at tbe 

Pentagon Bul1cUng, Washington,D. 0. He was asked to help in 

any '1{?;:Y tbathe could to' present the need in Cbs.mp~ign as he 

knew it to be. Illinois SlSnator SoottLuoas 1f~ag a.lso asked to 

help ',,¥lith the approval of the projeo1; that l1vfa1ted its verdiet 

in Washington. 

In the first part of November ~ 1943. the Regiona.l 

IJ1re:ctol" of t he Federal Works agency notified·· the Mayor of 

O}w,mpaign that the national offioe baddisapPl"oved the entbjeet 

projaet ·wi thout prejudice. 8 11i tnoutprejudiee mea.nt that the 

War. Department cons1tiared the present reorea,tion faoilities at 

C~~.unpalgn fOT the nu.1Itberof Negro troops 1,n the eha,n.uts Field 

~u·eBt as being adequa:te at that time. fhey wo~ld. hO"~Te,n.". 

reoonsider tbe project in the event tha,t a definite war need. 

could be established for add! tional recreational facilities 

for Negro t.roops in C.ba.,mpa1gn.5 . 

Letter to Mr. R. L. Zombl'O, byor Protem, Ohampaign~ IllinQis 
from Mr •. L. A.Gillett. Regional Dl:reo~r, Federal Works 
At genel', Region IV, Chioago" November ", 1943. 
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cliostion 

011 tl'll! grc\lnd tbat there \"I'aa in8uffioi~nl.t number of oolored 

sold.iers ~nd sailors stationad in the area to just! fy the expense 

o~ a b&i Idlng, it allot ted rune-is to operste the La:f;rbell.d .service­

men's c&nter in two l'Q'JIDS of the b':1,1sement of the Lawhead grade 

sohool. S 

Afts'f tbe Fedar~';'!,l w.orka agency 'l'sjeotlon .. the com­

mittee felt tha.t the funds for a.center Ylould have to be raised 

from other sources. The final paY:llh1n'.rt on the lots was made in 

Deoember .. 19·13 ... Then representatlv$s from the COlflllHlnlty Chest· 

lln~l the Douglass Com~unlty 801''1110$ Organ1:-Mltion formed a oom­

mittee which l;tad been .reoorrmended by the Oh',l,n!p'lign County Ho~e 

and War Ch~at ixecuti va Oommi ttSfIj. The o o lfull 1 ttee wa.$ named the 

Nsgr-o CO'ID!l~'l.ln.i ty and Servicemen's Cent •. r Building OOiIDui ttee. They 

met for the first time on Novem'ber31. 1944, under their new 

title and discusseds.ome of the reOOl'lHl'lendations mad" by the 

Ob"3Jlrpalgn C011nty Home and War Chest. FiNt preliminary plans 

Which had b351'1 su~ittad by tbe 1:ll'ohl teot firm· Berger and 

Kelley were considered. -It· i.e the sen;lH~ 0·1 this commi ttee 

th~t a building can be ereotad 1m. the neal' future S'.10;l.laa would. 

satisfy the minimum needs of the Colored people ot tbis 

com.-nuni ty." 7 It .. was the feeliD.g of the oommittee that addi tion­

al facilities other tha.n provided 11'1 the preliminary pls:na would 

Mesting of legro Oommunity and Servie&mea's Centst Building 
Committee, minutes forloV'ember 27. 1944. 
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operation SHld ~aint>!!n3noeOr the Center •. The plan was that the 

buildi 

operation of the program and maintenance of the building )lould 

a be under the allpervision of the Ohampaign RecreatIon COi.iltdssion. 

The Ch~palgn Raoreation Commission had. indioated its willing-

rnai ntena.nce obligations in th~ event that a new Negro 00111;11ur11 ty 

a,sater Building is e:~ecied alia. the ti tle d~Htded to the oity of 

C hal'l!patgn"9.. 

'From th~ 1944 ChaJ~lpa1gn County Home and War Chest 

oampaign oonducted-in the fall of 1943" $2.500.00 had bes!'! 

allocated. from 1 ts surplus for the ~legro COfl1l1iuni ty Center.10 

In the last part of Nove£1bar" 1944. the Champetgn. COWl.ty Heme 

atnd W~r Chest Executi VEl Com!';;! ttee cOfl.$.,ldered, a, proposal that 

half of its ~34*OOQ.OO surplus ($17,.Oao.OO)onk&.nd be al1oe~ted 

Champaign. ,llthough ths Board of the Heme and War Chest was 

voted in (sivor of the proposal,. they aubn:tttei1 the proposal to 

all of the 12,500 ohest subseri bel's. This ~as tiotas by sending 

$. letter to e~.oh donor, preseuting the ,Pl'o:pos~l with the fa,ets 

at hand and. gl vtug him an opportunl t1 to vote fo1" 0.1' against 

tbe expenditure. (See Appendix B) 

9 

l(eetl11g o.f Negro Co-Mun1ty and Service Men fa Center Building 
Committee, mi!'.l'utes for Novamber 27, 194i. 

Letter frOill Reel"eatloftOom1tission to Exe.ln Secretary ~ 
OGmmun1.t y Ohest, lovember 15. 1944. 

10 ChampaIgn HeWS-Gazette and. Ooo::npa1gn Urbana. Cour1er. 
November 30~ 1944. 
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!!.!n Oity Community Committee ~ for !. 
Communitx Center 

At the time the Chest '!'la,s oonsidering the proposal to 

use part of the surplus money of the 1943 campaign, the Twin 

City Oommunity Committee, & newly formed organization to promote 

the broad comrtnmity needsot the Champaign-Urbana oommunity. 

expressed its interest in the Dougll1&s Oomllunity Center and wanted 

to oooperate financially and in. any other way they could. The I 
joint Advisory Council of the !win Oi t1 community oommittee wa.s\ 

'---'" • 1 
i 

made up of both Negro and whi te members. lIhen the Twin 01 ty \ 

Communi ty 00_1 ttee learned that; the Negro Oommuni ty and SerTicH.­

ments Oenter Buildln.g Corum! ttee were planning tbe m~:t1ntena.nee 

and operation of th.e center to be under the Cb~mpaign Recrea.tion 

Department and the building to be deeded to the city or 
CtL~mpalgn.~ they felt that 1t meant the Center would. be involved! 

1n 01ty politIcs and possibly be sbuttled around. Their belIef 

i,'Jas expressed by their obairman in a. letter to the SUbtUlr1bers 

of the Ol'H3.mpa1 gn County Bome and War Chest whieh was addressed 

Fellow. Citizen: "We do not believe that the oitizens 
of Champaign County wish that their COMuni loy Ohest 
beoome involved in oity politics. Weither do we 

. believe tbat the ci ti gens of Cha.m.paign County wish 
that the ne~ded solution of serious problems con­
cernIng the Negro minoritya.nd the entire Community 
become Invol 'led in oity poll tios ••• 'Ie renew our 
previously rei tara-ted oonviction tt:1..f.tt the greatest 
need. of the Negro minor! t1 is for an organization of 
its own which ca.n meet to discuss without interferenoe 
its major problems, and to seek their solution through 
existing agencies." 11 

11 Letter December 18, 1944, to nLL01;\"CrrrZEN from Donald A. 
Taft, Chairman of the 'Exe<l.tlve Oomrdttee of the Joint 
Advisory Council of the Twin City Community Committee. 
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The Twin Oity Co~munlty Oouncil wrote to Mr. Clifford 

Shaw, at that time Director of the Di visi.on of Dalinqu.ency for 
• 

the State of Illinois, for information concerning tbe operat10. 

of communi ty centers, pri vately controlled and wi tn trained 

d1reotors. lJir. Shaw sent a representati va to Champaign to 

survey the situation to detarl1line whethsr the Negro people 1n. 

the oommunity were-ready tQ take the leadership 8:ad oarry the 
\.. 

reepons1bili t1 of Gueb a project. Mr. Shaw's belief is that 

natural le~t1ers from wi thin groups should be used a.nd their 

future leaders ilIIill grow out of that exPEtl.'ie.nce. 12 The 

repreeentati ve made a short sutver. Ris .statement to the Twin 

Oi ty Community Oommit tee was that a li.efinl tie need f'01' sueh a 

center existed and that the people in the communi ty were anxious 

to take l"es.~ona Ibl11 ty for 1. ts program. .As ~ result of this 

statement the Twin 01ty OommunltyCo~.i;.~te~.tJ~oka firm opposlt1orl , ........ ,...... . . ..... '" ". . ! 

to the plan present,cloy tbe Jegl"oOommunl ty . and $el'viQ~~en 's 

Building <?.~~!l!lt.te..e. The obal:rnuu'l of the TeO C made this 
.,~., .. ~.-.. '-'-

statement: -Favoring a self-help plan in whioh ownership would 

rest in a joint hi-raoial oomIdssion and management would be 1n . , ~ 

the hands clthe oolored group with advioe of a 01-1'&01&1 group 

the Twin Clty C0!llt!1un1ty Committee and its advisory oounoil have 

opposed the Chest arra.ngement~.tI 13 

The Douglass Community Service Organization was 

13 Intervie,-with Professor Donald A. Taft, April 1948. 

13 Statement by Professor Taft, Cbairman of. the Twin Oity 
Community Oommittee, in th~ Cbampaign-Urbana Oourier, 1944. 

.' 

f 
f 
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QPpos~d to the position of the Tl"f1n 01 t1 Community Committee and 

deolared that a position for .self-help oenter- d1d not replNlIfHint 

the viewpoint of the masses of the colored people in the oommuni tV. 

FollorJing 1s the statement which they had publtshed in the 

Champaign-Urbana Courter Newspaper: 

-It appears that a number of the Home an,l Wa,X' Chest 
subseri ber$ are confused by the letter rece! vea. from 
Professor Donald f~ft .. Chairman of the Exeouti va OO~ffll ttee 
of the Advisory group of the Twin City Community Committee. 
Som~ think tha,t they ~>re to decide as to whetber they 
wi eb the proposed Negro Community Center bui Iding to be 
o1i'med by the oity Reoreation Oommission or whether it 
sball be privately owned and oontrolled. 1t 

1IThi8 is not the case. As 1 t apneal's to us there is ! 
no altern:!tive. The only question 1s whether we navel 
a,qttyo'l!j:t'l~dbuJ ng or no bul1dlng",~l_J~Jl aaY there / 
are no her p:r(;viai6nsmadEfln-'tl1'ii money"'lilready J 

r~l$ed 01" th~t offered by the Chest providing the 
sUbsaribers agree. e 

9The effort for a community building waS begun in 1941 
by the Douglass Community Service Organlr.ation. The 
il:l0Vemant ;",ras supported by thirty-two Negro C1 via. 
Soaial. and Fraternal organizations of the twin oities.-

-}legro oitizens of the oommunity bave oontributed 
$3.000.00 to the buIlding fund with the understandIng 
a.nd knowledge that the building would 'become the 
property of the city." 

u'f'!le five Negro,ri1~~?,el"~ .. QJ, thej.oJ.ntAdv.i~Q',Y C(:nlIl~il 
o:[~:nEf''fijfinClty Commtmlty 00_1 tt.~b~Ye~p'Pr(),ve.a:Ul1$ 
pJ,:~n, and two of i t8 members served on til€! campaign .. 
lQr fu~ds committee. This however. was before the 
Twin City COlUllH.m1ty Committee ;~as orga,nized. fI 

"The Chest committee plans to sapplement the fun.d. 
orlg1m:Jlly promi~ed but la,ter refused by the federal 
government. It 

-While the Twin 01 t y Community Committee's letter may 
:meet unanimous a1'1'1'oV'$l of the fi ve ~~hlte al'ld :flv3 
colored rembersot its advisory grouP. the Chest proposal 
maets the approval 'Of the :rna-esee of Negroes who are to 
served by it. and the masses feel that-the Chest 
proposal gives tbe only assura.nce of a build.ing and of 
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.. 

ItWe ,10 not feel that the cl'ty ownership of such a build­
ing ',>;111 mAke 1 t ~, political football any more than our 
01 ty l1braryor hospital" whicb are city owned., and t~ut 
suouorted." 

UToa much emphasis cannot be placed on the need for such 
a building, and its use will be more urgent when our boys 
return from the war to a rehabilitation program.-

ttThe aomml ttee of the Douglass Comt;uni ty Service Organ­
ization urges that you sign and vote tayorably on the 
Pome and Wa,].' Cbest propos'll as a delay or an atte~1pted 
oila,nge of policy may mea-n the loss .of a much-needed 
building. ft 14 

18 

Foll!.:l1~lng the ten ··"--)Y pP.lrloJ. a.llottedfor voting upon 

the ~e of half of the Chest surplus funds" the YJoting indicated 

that the majori ty of the Chest subscr1 bel'S were in favor of the 
15 proposal. 1IIi tb this favorable expressi on from the Chest sub-

soribers., the Boa,rd felt that it was empowered to allocate the 

$17,000.00 of the Chest surplus to the Douglass Oommunity Center 

building. 

The Champaign Civic Foundation was fermally asked to 

acoept the title of the Douglass Comnnmity Center building. This 

Foundation was Qreated in Febra.!\ry of 1944 when ona of the 
. . 

citizens made a gift of $5,000.00 to the oity. It wa.s created 

as So non-profit oorporation to aocept and admlnigtsr gifts and 

bequests for Civic., benevolent, educational. and ebarit!:1ble 

purposes benefi ting the 01 ty of Champaign and Its oitizens. 

Although th.e Inl't1~1 gift W!U, made without restriotions or 

qualifioations the by-laws of the FOl.1ndatioft h',ve been drawn 

14 The Champaign-Urbana Courier Newspaper. Deoember. 1944. 

15 See Appendix C 
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so tha,t 1 t mS1 also acoept gr~nts to b~ admlnH.lt~red for speoific 

purposes .1S 

T he '~IJ~~_P:~i.J~ll. el.Yl~,Ji'Q~~t,. o_Il._.'~a3 asked to accept t be 

title of the building because the eommittee felt tbat SirlO$ 1t 

was a non-profit, non-politica.l organl~ation .. it would reassure 

t.hose inai viduals and groups 11110 h,g,d opposed the Chest pla,n of 

. . 17 opel'atlon of the COIDl!ru,ni ty Center. 

On Jsnuary 16. 1945.. in a. meeting. of that Board. of 

Directors, the Champtd,gn C1 vic Foundation resolved to aooept 

the title to the building that was to be the oommuriity center. 

The Twin City Community Committee expressed their 

approva.l of this plan to deed the propose?! oommunity center to 

a ~on-poli tical body. 18 However, the Oown1 ttee stIll supported 

th. tAu. to ha.vea program of adult and childhood eduoation and 

welf.are that fall outslde the regula.rwork of tb.e Re-creation 

Coirul1iseion. The COID'l'li.ttee informed the r.regro Com~un1ty and 

Servioemen's Bul1dingCommlttee about the POSSfbl11 ty of 

Ii ecul"ing trained leaders hip through Mr. Cli fford Sha\~. This 

could. be done at sta.te expense!! 1t was clear th~,t all groups 
, 

were harmoniously oooperatin.g on. the prOjeot. IS T'he Twin City 

C.ol1<!lunity Commi ttes felt "at such a 'Worker would in no way 

tnt erferwi th the regular program of the BeoreatlonCo!'ZFdsslon, 

16 The Ohampaign News-Ga&ette, February 27,}.$44 
17-

Interview June 1948 with Kr. Lyle Galliyan~ Execut1ve Secre-

18 

19 

tary of tbe Commmlty Oheat at the time p~oject was ~$gun. 
Letter to Mr. Gallivan from lirs. A. 'I. Clevenge:r~ Seoretary 
of Execu.tive Committee o'fJolntAd"lsory 00unc11, Twin City 
eom~unl ty OOlfl1'll ttee;t Jan._ry 17. 194.5 

Letter to the Co~~unity Ohest Exeoutive Secretary, Mr. 
Galliv~n from Professor Donald Taft, January 17, 1945 
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but would reenforce it. The Twin City Oommuni ty Counoil asked 

that the Community Cbest Building Oommittee of the Jegro 

CommunIty Center meet with MI'. Shaw to investigate a. possible 

plan. A jOint ~~~t1ng was held oa JaRuary 30, 1945, although 

ill'. Shaw 1iJtM~ not present. No deciSion was m.a.de at this tl!1-$ 

a.nd another meetir!g '1"~lS oa.llEtd. for Feb~ul,ll"Y. 

01"1 the first of FebrUl!l1'1it the~_~'-Mt.l.Q.lt~.o~i!Ht.~ 

formally ptuUHtd a resolution tQ aooept ttte responsi b111 iy of the 

ope:r~,t1on and, m.aint.$nanoe of the Douglau,a O<tBun1 i1 Center. TA!:'>, 

Ohatllpalgn Recreation CQ'Illw.1Uion then leased the bu.ilding from 

theChampai gil 01 vte :rcru~n4ation for 11,00 per year. Thi$ Is the 

pres.ent plan of operation and maim1;enanee. 

On February 12, 19,4:5. a report on money a.va-ilable 'Up to 

that time showed $31,375.00. Ite:ms f~t' the bul1(.llng expense 

were listed as folloW'lH 30 

Base bid 
Add! t1 on to gym 
Extending meeting room 
.4dding 20 x 30 

t;;n~. 4151. 00 
3,,286.00 

640.00 
1,'129.00 

On February 21, 1945, the Negro Oommunltyand SerVice-
J 

menls Genter building co~1ttee met. Nothing definite was done 

ooncerning the problem of seouring a direotor at this time. 

The balance on band Which bad been oollected from the oontr1-

butions and. fund drives ~a.$ voted to be plaoed in the hands of 

the building comnlittee to be uaad in the construotion of the 

Negro Oommunity building. ThIrty-three thousand dollars in 

20 
Negro Com;;(unity and Servicemen's Bu.ild1ng Oo_lttee, Minutes 
of February 12, 1945 meeting. 
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In a l<ettar liated February 23. 1945 to Mr .. Isa.ao Kuhn_ 

treasU1'er of tha U S 0 Fund Dl'ive in 1943, tl.ht Executive 

committee fol" the Negro Servicamen'lil and Community Building was 

in need of additional funds for tbe el'eetton of the building. 

It was the- understa.nd111;g of tile committee m.mb~r$ that a balanoe 

on band of $9~,7 _7a from the 1942 U S 0 campaign still existed,. 

and t:hey requ.ested taat this s,illountb(t allocated tv use, in the 

construction 0>1' tbe builij,ing. 21 In a report on contributions 

to the Negro Servicemen.'s a.ndCommu:nitl Center, the amount of 

$1,005.41 labeled U S 0 Fund was allocated. to the building fund. 

(See appen;:U.%. tl.) 

The Douglass Community Serl1.ice Orga,ni:z.ation had con­
I . 

dueted a fun4s ciSlmpalgn wM.oh trough tn additional funds amount-

ing to $1,600.00. Other funds 'ffsre g1 fts contri outed by 

Ohampaign and Ur'bllma oi ti?:fU1S, organizations, and business firms. 

On F(I}bruary la, 1945 t the oontraots 22 were let to 

begift bulldingthe Center. Some revisions of the pl8.ns whioh 

liQuId give additional spaoe and. faoilities in the building iJ,rere 

23 added ~'\i'hen i t ~as apparent that suffioient money was 9vailable. 

The Ii rat spade of dirt for the erect! on of the 

buildlng was turned February lS, 1946" bJ a young servioeman 

from Ohampaign who >"las home on furlough at that time. 

22 

23 

Lf'!tter to tir. ISll3-C Kuhn> trtea5Urer of 1942 
from iiI' • Lyle Gallivan .. Exeoutl va Secretary 
Ji'ebruary33, 1945. . 
See Appendi % E 
SaeAppendix , 

f1 S 0 Campaign" 
Oommunity Chest, 
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The furldshings for t,·he Center we-l"e' seoured through 

the United. 83rv108 Organization from US 0 un! ts that ware being 

closed. 'fM ma.jor part of the turn! tura ,;faG race! vea froI;il tbe 

t1 S 0 center in Macomb, .Illinois, in July 00£01'& the building was 

opened for use. 

The building was oompleted in the middle of September 

and the offioial opening and dedioation was held Sunday, 

Septembel" 23, 1945. The program 1ilf~6condlloted by the COWllunl ty 

Chest and Building Gomrtli ttes members. Tbe two mayors of the 

twin 01 t1 as were present. Nearly three bundred people who bad 

waited and worked for over five yea..rs attended tb~ dedioat:i.on 

to liUHt the Center in rea.lt ty. 

lIalnt~nanoe ~Ol?-eration 

A. Finance 

The Oht~,mpa;ign Recreation Oom,y,ission aSi;\umed the 

admintstrati va duties and financial obligations of operating and 

maintaining the Center a.s bad been agreed whioh amounted to 

approximately 18,000.00 a year. In order to maintain an ade­

qu.a.te prograJrl whioh would serve the community and al~o the 

serViceman, go~ernment funds which a~d been granted from the 

Federal Works Agenoy for the La1!fbead Sohool iJ S 0 Center in 1943 

Were available until June 30, 1948. By that time the number of 

legro s.ervicemen stationed in the Champaign area bad diminished 

and the funds were dls·oo:1tlnued for tha.t reason. '0 offset the 

loss o.f federal a.ssistance and to bell' ·JJ1 th the r;.el'vicemen's pro­

gram Which w~,s still in effeet, applioation was n'!~:;~ to the 

National Un.i.ted Service Ol"gani~ation for funds.. 'he apcIlio3.tlon 

• 
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was approved and agl'ant of $200.00 per month for six month'S was 

mad& beglnn.ing July 1946. The funds W6l."'e to be administe:red. by 

'the U S 0 area oounoil for salarie.s and other expenses of a 

l"scr~a:tlon pl'ogr~u1i fer Negro servicemen. These funda were not to 
24 

pass through tbe 01 ty d.epartment of :reol"e~tion. However) the 

U S 0 funds were" deposi tad witb Reol:'ea.tion Oommlssi:on. The 

$20<).00 allot tment \Jt~aa 013.ttO $115.00 per month Janua:ry ~ 1947 

'because the t1 S 0 Al'~a Counoil felt -that there l;lae. flotaa greai 
25 anesd at that tims. 

In Mareno'! 1947, the U S 0 fundf;l were reduoe\i _ to 

$100.00 a !Z1ol'rth and stopped-entirely the following July_ Since 

then finanoial support of the Oenter has been borne by the 

Reoreation Commission $\rppleIDented occasionally.Gy e ontl'i­

buttons tromintereated indiv1duals $H ergani$gtions. 

Because the-!t1vlsor1 Committee and the executive 

director of the Oentel'felt tha:t the 11n3oo1a1 support was 

the Chempa1gn O~mmunlt., Chest April as, 1il48, for additional 

funds. aS 

Out of the ttL 000. 00 - $7" OOG.OO budget ~,nlp,?lled by 

the Champaign Reoreation Commi$slon fQl' Dougla.ss tbnter, a 

little over #5.000.00 is .pent ff>r the oembineli sala.:.rias of the 

24 
25 

26 

" 

lews-G-azette, July 11, 1946; and A ugu.st 4) lS4S. 

Mr. 'ra.ylor Thomas, Director of Dougla.ss Community Center 
Letter to Gbampal,gB COBWllty Cb$st from .Mrs. Odelia Wesler, 
SecrElta.-ry of Advisory Board, Douglass Community Center" 
April 28" le48 

'I 
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justified 'in asking for a,pproximately $5,000.00 to supplement 

the amount that w~s r:l.l1otte,a the Center by the Reoreation 
,.. ",'." a8 \oIommi..,sivl1. . 

Agenci$'$ for its :t'I!OOimliend.71.tion. The Council Md :established. 

a. a;?ecial oomrdttee tost\udy this qU~5tl0'rl. The l"eoorru:uandation 

toths Council of Soola.1 ,Agenoies wa.s; 

Ifi. 'h9.t the Ooun~11 of Social Agencies aSlt the Community 
Ohest fer a ol~rlf1oa.tion of Chest po110y in regard 
to furnishing funds for /1,gellcies supportedft in 
whole or in part 'by public funds. 

2. That the Council of SocIal Ageno1ss ask: the Co_nmit, 
Chest for a.n opinion aJ.! to the posst bili ty of the 
Ohest ~upPol't1ng Douglass Community Oenter if the 
Center were to no longer receive any publ"ie funds. 

3. !'hat the Council express its'willingness to make a 
detailed study of the program of Douglass Co_un! t1 
Center, if such study is still desired by the 
Communi ty Ohest after tbeir consid.ratlon of :poln~s 
no. 1 !'100 :;;: above. If 29 

It WliU~ the beliaf of the Board of Directors of tha 

001111411 ot Social Agenol as that tttnere was a, real danger of 

the Chest supplementing publio :funds since such a policy would 

make it 1'0$81016 a.nd. probable tbat the publie a.gen.cles would 

tend to. deorease their proportionate share, and would open 

tbe door to rtlqu~s'S for Chest funds f1tom all Borts 0\1 publioly 

39 

Interview wi th Mr. !aylol' Thoma,s t Direotor of DQuglass Center, 
June 1948 

L~tter to OnaJr:pa1gn CommunIty Chest from Mrs. Odelia Wesley, 
Secretary of Advisory Board. Douglass Center, ~;pr11 38, 1948 
Taken from the mltultes of the mee"tlng of the Board of Dlr.ctors 
Community Chest of Cha,mpalgn Oounty, July 14, 1948 

., 
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Al tbough they :recogn1~ed the values of Douglaas Commun­

ity Center, the Dll'~tor8 of the Community Chest declared that 

their poliey W8,$ not to supplement an agenQY which 1s operated' 

with t:i,x-ralssd funds. At that time the Community Ch.est voted 

th~t they ttJould nct ~H~e any possibility of supporting entlrel, 

31 the Couglaaa COQun! t., Centi'i3l" • 
. , 

s. Personnel 

Jlhen tbe Genter was opened in S.ptember 1945, the two 

tJ S 0 employees - director and a.sIUsta,llt for the U S 0 program 

basis to begin the Dougl~M1i9 Oenter program. Both women 'i'isre 

p1~r.ming to terminate their service in th~ U S 0 as soon as the 
• 

Board would t'$pl&ce tb&m '111t1'1 permanent smployetts. The 

permanent director was emploY$·d the :fIrst 'Of November 1945 and 

oontil1usd until his resignation affeotlve August 194$. The 

director ~~Q;swithout au aSSistant llntil the first of January 

1946. Within the next two yea.rs and a half. the Center has 

employed foul' aSSistant direotors and tbree oustodians. " 

young WomanlHiS employed in 1946 as assistant d1 reotor and 

1n oharge of the girls aotivities. The rapid tu.rnover of 

8:&1910Y66S ha,e m.ade it diffIcult to inaugul'atealld mainta,in a 

program for young people and adults who were Wlacteu.stcfmed to 

30 
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From the minutes of a meeting of the Board of Directors of 
Counoilof 80011$1 Agenoies, July 9, 1948 

Frc!i" the ~1nutes of the meeting of' the Board ()f D1rsotors 
ot the OO!lftun1tyCbest ot Ohturtpaign CQunty. July 14, 1948. 



3') uSing fo.o11i t1 es euch as Douglass CeD.tel' can P1"cv1de.· ~ 

C. Advisory Committee 

Center was begun in November lS44 in a me~t1ng of ·the NegrO' 

Commu.n1ty and .Se:nrloemen t s Oenter Building Oomnlittee as 

follows: tt"'---Th~ general Sl1!)Efl"vlsion of the facl1i ties of the 

011110.1 should be turned over to an !dvisory CO'll1l1ittee, the 

majori t1 of whom ahould be of the colored ra.ce. 33 and based 

upon a. motion proposed ~nd c~l'ried whloh oon"f't:ryed their tbinkiDg 

1 n regard to formIng an ldlli-Bon Ocmmi ttee. 

A joint mes·tillg of the Champaign Recreation Commissiofl 

and the N~g:ro Oommunity and Servicemen's Build.ing Oommlttfje was 

held en Deoember ll~ 1944, to discuss the pO$slbilit.;y of 

forming an Ad"isory Oommi.ttee to aiH;;Wtre the responsibility of 

makIng polIcies for theopel"atlon of' the Center. It W(;Hi! hoped 

that suoh a Oommittee would. ha:f'e a majority of Negroes to work 

wi tn the Reorea.tion C¢nmiisslon in the over-all planning of the 

program for the proposed but HUng. 'faere lJ'{a.,a some 01'1'081 tion 

expressed-III but the general feelIng of 'Gile two COllii:1ii ttees '.was 

that tbe pla.n as proposed 'vas feast ble and could be operated 

successfully_ 34 

reoomiftEuadaiions. T'bey felt that the 'Ad"isol'yOounoi 1 for 

DOUilass Center ahouldbea 'hi-racial council and shou.ld 
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oornrinoe the publie that the welff:t1'8 of t 

m~.ke provision for regula.!' monthly 1~$etlngs of tbe propos~d 

Ad1v8~r,. 'Council an:). th~:t the fJd:uca.tio1l31 autho:rittea of both 
':,: .. . 35 

01 tl at; be I'~r.n.·esented. 

llbe Buildifi:s eo-mmi ttee deo1ded that th~ Advisory 

Oommittee for the Center would conalF:it of elev~n ~embers wr..o 

·wvulda,sslst 1.n ti:'t* operation of the fHifW Douglass Community 

Center. This cO~l\·d.ttee is to. act an:iaaslst the Oila~pal.gn 

Reoreation C'oli.mlsBiona.eti vi t:1esof th$ Centerao that the 
I 

building' may be of the grea,test benefit tQthe lnhab1 tants to 

TbeOommW7ti'iyg,--reU]l)S aakoo to, f~ppoint .. 

meHlltHjll'. OmUi1Ilfil:ign County Oom~.uni ty Chest, two memb~r$; ~nd 

Six mEm~bera to b~ elected at 8, meeting of tbe adult leg:ro 
" citJz.ens of Champa.1gn CO"untyby p:rlV'$.te o"3!llot. "The first 

eleotJon shall be ?.t theoal1 of the Buil11ng Committee of 

Douglass Communi tynenteT ~uid yearly eleetionsshall be held 

thereafter during the month of Aprl1 und.er the su,pervision of' 

the Douglasg P'n"k Community Center Advisory Co:at"t:i ttee. At the 

35 

Tfi in 01 ty Com~lluni ty Com~i t tee meeting~ minutes for January 
12 t 1945 

Letter$ to Ob~ul'f~)al~n Board of Education. Urbana Boa.rd of 
Edue. tion, Cb..::.:unp:&lgn Cou.nty Communi t1 Che:0-t, '1ni Cll~;TJpaign 
Reoreation Commission from Mr. Lyle Gtlililvan~ Executive 
Secretary of OOImlWlity Cbe3t, Maroh 5" 1945. 

j 
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first eleotion the two candidates reoeiving tbe largest nmnbsl' of 

votes shall be eleoted for a three year term of offiee" the two 

race! vingths next largest ftw:nberl" of votes ie to h!lYS the term 

of two YS;;l.l"S a.nd the rema1ningtwQ elected for terms of one year. 

At the yearly election beld thereafter two Shall be eleeted for 

a terli. of three years. 

-The other ft ve members are a-}lIpolnted. !tthe first 

regular meeting Gf the Adv1sory Commt tt.e .. the membtu:s apPOinted 

$hall by lot determine tbeir length of a.pPGintP.lant~ (, ...... 1 member 

to serve for oae year, twO' members for two ysar$, aDd two 

members for three yea.rs. Succeed-lng aPPQintments shall be fOor 

tbree years. ft 37 • 

Tbe Douglass Center Building Committee reali~eti that 

the building tkey had. helped ereotand the program put into 

aetlQnwas just a beginning lnmeeting the need tllst exists in 

'\b..8 t'1iiin cities today. 'he oenter feels limited in its ability· ". ;,.~? 

to function adequbitely beeat1SHIJ of the lim! ted budget and 

small stB ff. 

Ibid, note 36 



Chapter III 

PROGRAM OF DorrSLiSS COO UNITY CEftER 

F1retJear 

lIhen the Communi ty Center was opened for the firet 

time in September 1945. the tJ S 0 pl'sgru was brought to 

Douglass Oemt.1" from tbe La,1Ifhead fJ· $ o o enter .. fhe U S 0 pal't of 

. the Center's progral'tf waa finanetid by federal funda und.er the 

'ederal Works Agency until June 'Of 1946. Tbese fsaaral fWlda 

had been used fer th~ La:whea.d. U S 0 program. Tbe refMi.1nder 'Of 

the Center's progra.m was opera.ted by the ieereationOOl:llmissien. 

The director of the Lawh~~Hi U S 0 was employed ~$. director of 

the Dougla/3$ Center prograllt1 on a. tempora.ry basi$ until & 

perma.nent director was fou.nd.. The !;lsststant director f-rcM the 

Lawhead U S 0 was employed &$ an assistant and :rt!Hl'!~ined with 

th.6 program unt j 1 her huab9.nd ~ho was in service returned in 

late November of 1945. Tbe Oent"r \Was open to s.erviCeftH,n at 

all times with Sunday evenings from six to ten resf!lrved 

espeoially for them. Hoate~ses w~re provided and. the usual 

entertainment was dancing. 

In addi tlon to the 0 S 0 program for the Negro 

serviceman. aotivities 'wlt1'e b:eg>ln for the young people and. 

adults of the community. The majority of the young people 

had never had the experience of participating in a. community 

center prograll. The general oonception of a. oenteD 'was a 

place to go and make friends and was a place where they could 

da.nce. The f i:rst few months there was danclng every night with 

$(HUl game equipment avai labia for suoh games as ping pong if 



. , 

. ,{ .' 

, . 

anyone clii'as inter~sted in Giber act!vi ties. 

In November of 1945" wben tb~ pel'ma.nEint d.irector oa.me 

limited to one night a, "\!feek, on Sat-urda:ys. If there was a 

'paid danae, a d.ance Ii!!lth !!jD: orchestra. ~brought el'ther by the 

Oenter 01' somespeoial group ad.mission lias oharged to cover t.he 

expense of 'tae orohestra.. The paid da.nces were us ua.llyon. 

Saturd.ay nights an,i when. they weI'S sched.uled Frida" evenings 

woald be used for free d.a,noing nights. This policy haS been in 

foreefor the d.uration of the program. L1ffii t1ng the dance 

n~ghts made anopportunlty for otber types of act1vity, although 
• L./ 

it was met a.t first with die~pl'rov,§l of the YOtmg peop.a Clubs 

were started for the girlS and. boys. In the first year there 

were two 'b!;tsketbal1 teams tor boys: . .a junior team and ~, s~nior 

team. The Junior team was mad.e upef boys who were junior and 

senior;;:, high age or older" 1 girl's basketba,ll tef;Mfl was also 

started for the higb soti()!:>l age.. Five olubs \¥lara organized ill 

that first year. Three w61'egirl's olubs; one, junior high 

age; and two. sanior high age. These olubs Wei'a primarily 

social 1 n their 110t1 vi tl as" Theone group til'llt '$las org5,rllzed 

for the boys at t hat time was an orchestra made up of the, hi gb 

sohool age. Tbe group ~aid dues which were used for the boys 

to take their lessons for the p-art1culal' illstl'umellt tbat they 

had ohosen. to p1a.y. Their meetings were spent ~n practioing 
/ 

Som. of the membere,beoame proficient 
, 

enougll to l~ve several banda seek them as profess ional plar81's. 

This eventually was the main reaSOIl. that the gr0up disbanded about 
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a year after its formation. 

1946 for girls and boys 'Rho were in their teens. They elected 

a mayor a.nd setup a police foroe. One of their J1lain purposes. 

!)Vas to help improve the Gon::iuct ot the partioipants of the Oentel,'. 

Those belon:dng to the Teen-ag;e Club were anti tIed to a member­

ship oard which gaye the members en:tr~nce to all Douglass Center 

events at half price. Eaon card was 8,utnori2ed by the Director t s 

Signature. The adult leadel'sM,J.) of the club l,'vas under the 

assist::\.ut direotor until she rea1gnad in the fall of 1946. There 

was no one to take bel' plaoe immed:1a,tely and. the Teen-age Club 

grad.a.ll,. dl abandsd. 

The ~u:~tivtties that :first summer were cOl1'flned 

primarily to a program in the Park. Organl~ed games included 

.softball,. shuffleboard, hopsocOtch, horseshoe, and croquet. 

Tournaments were held among the various oity parka. For these 

activltles coniuoted In the Park the age division for the boys 

was 6-8, 9-11, 12-14, 15-17 and 1S years old ~nd up. For the 

gir18 the age dl viSion was different .. · There 'Here t hrae groups; 

senior high .. junior high and grade sohool. The program that 
, 

first summer baa been the pattern for the follow1 ng 9UIlUlHU'S 

and ha.a changed very lIttle. 

A Douglass Center Field Day 'lias inaugurated the first 

eUmttHU' that the Oenter was open. The day was set aside for all 

boys and girls to participate in va,rious oompetitive sports. 

The entire day 'I"las g1 ven <.over to these events. Awards in the 

form of ribbons were presented to the winners in the various 



oontests. Th~ first summer the bo'f$ 'Pa;rt1cl~ated enthuslaatlc­

a,lly, 'but t1,;;; girls eho~ed very 11ttl. inter~st in partloipatlng .. 

The Douglass Park Field. Day haa beoome a tradition in the 

The Douglass Park Field Day is similar to the: city-~ide 

field d.a1 which. is held at the end of the au._till" and inoludes all 

the oity parks.. It 1s oalled a Gypsy Rouf1d, .... up. Ihreryone takes / 

hi!3 own lu.nch and. plans to spend the S1;lt ire day. 

Second Tear .. 
In the seoond year ·of tbe progrilt1l1 the athl.lJtic 

-program was enlarged. The boys basketlmll teams were bet·ter 

organized and. partioipated in the 01 ty league gaines and 'Often 

in out-or-town g;~eg.. Tb" high sohool girls formed abaaketball 

• team wbich was moat aetive and had speoifio games eohed14led to 
J 

play. They also ~yed Qut-of-town games. 

In the fall of 1946 tb5re wel.'~ three more olu.bs ~ldded. 

A sewing clubs whose membership oonsisted of ~~ul t Women WlatS 

pegua. The:r~ were no sewing macbines avail!i.ble so their aoti v­

i tl as were confi necL to handf'lork, !tni tt1ng, and crotchetlng. The 

group oonsistlcd. of approximately thirty-five members and now is 

one of the most acti va clubs at the Center. 

A Girl Soout troop was .organized that fall and met at 

Do uglllS sCent e l' • The grou.p was axtr emel, act! ve un til 1. t los t 

its leadersbip a yea,r after they_ were ol'pl1i~ed. Another elub 

that formed at that time was a. girls drill team of a.pproximately 

twenty-fi ve mem.bers, a.ge 10-16. They flU;lt weekly for drilling and 

were depend.ent on volunteer leadersbip_ The team partlci'pa.ted 



in ou:t.;;.;of-town c<:Hltests an.d was often ~ winner. 'HI.Il:m their 

leader Vla$ unable to meat with. the group it meant is d1sbandon-

mente 

Thei l' act! '111 tl$s 8.1"e pr1m~,rily aoo:1~.l; dances and piantas. They 

h~ve contributed to the C&nt~u"8program finanoially and haTe 

g! ven ~H,lcb things as venetian blinds for two of the m.~ting 
. 

roonla. This group is alse acti" at the present tlme. 

In that 1e~.r. t.h,e Uni v6r51 ty You.ng liOln~n' 8 Christian 

Assooiation sent two volunteer students to a.eslst wi th some of 

the groups of girls which met during the school year. The 

groups lJHtl"e mai nly play groups and met onae a. weet ending 

the1r program with a picnic. 

to the annWil Y W (} A do-llanO'w which 1.6 held at tbe Un! vers1 ty 

Y W C A on the campus. 

Third and Present Year . 

In the fall of' 1947 several' new groups war.a organized .. 

One of tbe new grou,ps was a. club for girls ages twal va to 

fourteen. The girls who WeI'e the first members fel t that they 

wanted to bave their l:!u~mbel'ship closed and that they would vote 

in any new me$bel's. They named their club the Polly Pigtails 

after the n~me of ene of the popula.r magaZines for teen age 

girls. Their program varies from games toO handicraft. The 

climax of their acti."i tia8 culrdnCl:ted in a. spring csrnl."al 'Nhieb 

th~y thems~lv&s s.ponsor. They plan the entire progra.t£ and InTl te 

a.ll those who pa.rtioipate in the DouglasB Center program and 

the communlty to attend.. They oharg€5 8. sm~ll admiSSion fee bacat.l.Se 



one of their P'Ill'POSIlS in giving the carnival is to make rnoney. 

Tbe Ca:rD1v!~ll p:rogTam i9 made up of side shows a.trl the evening 

ends with the main attraation which is similar to a nriety 

ShOil. Uaually no other Gente. grouns s.l'e invited to participate 

in t heshoWi) howev~r. :.1 :r hytbm b~nd.!ias fOr"!l16'i in FebrW!1"Y of 

1948 and they lii$1'"O asked to playas a specia.lty number. This 

olub a.l~o l'1l:1Se£l ,;}Ioney from o;:oneEHf$si<H1S at the baSketball gam~8 

and tha danoes belt! at the Cent~r •. The girls usually bring the 

weinel's and bu.ns from home illl o.rder to sell at g, greater profl t. 

Another gl"QUP that was begun. in tbe fall was the 

BrGl'iInie Soout troep. This group was act! '\1'$ until "the f1rs,t of 

1048, When 1t W~UJ turned over to voltlntee1l' leader11lh1p due to the 

11m! ted time of the assistant director. rhe troop gr:1d.ually 

tii ;:;oonti,nued b"~U1S$ there did not seem to be sufficient inter­

est on the part of the volunteers. 

A boys ohoral grottp was organ.1~ed that fa-Ii under tbe 

leadership of a student man at the Un! verst ty of lIB. nois. Som.e 

of their meetings 'IHU"e spent in 11~tening and dl~lausslng Some 

types of music whioh gave the group an understandt ng of kinds 

of musio. When the stud.ent iIlflJlS no longfrr able to continue with 

his leadership) the director of the a.lilt (ftr took oyer the leader­

s!;ip of th~ group.! mixed Qhorua was formed $})&cifically for 

the Ghrist.mas &e8.80n that wirrt€u." ande? the g"..lida.no:e of the 

direetor of tbe Center. They were asked to Sing oarols down 

tOlP,m Ohampa1gn. 

A 160 a.t this t1 me the Oa~,mpa,ign-Urb~:na Kindergarten 

was organlzed to. provide a pl'ograrl1 tor the very young children. 

I 
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'!'.he kindergarten was started a.gain a.,ftelI' the Washington Street 

I'h~:rsery in Cha!!fp3.ign was ·eloeed y{hen W PA funds ware no longer 

the pro3eet that' waS to' ~egin 1fl the f?'tll. fheChampa.ign­

Urbana. Kindergarten oommittee beg~n making plans to raise 

funds and to collect equipllent to U8.!!3I for the k1 nclergartem • .. 
When the ld.ndergarten was first epened. th:~ EUlr·ollment Wae 

lirni ted due to' a emaIl ata,ff. Dr. Perkins,1¥!:l;S the SUptU'''visor 

and thsI'e were two paid Negro teaolH~rs under her. The remainder 

of the teachers t1l!'ere.recru1ted from volunteer Unive-l?slty students 

and oommuni t1 people. This ~'it:u) not a s.at1sfaotoryarrangtflment: 

beO&U$9 the volunteers could not alwa.ys be available. The second 

seme'Ster, Dr. Perkins remained as supervisor with two paid 

teaohers. The rest of tht! staff were UniV' ers 1 t1 gradua:te 

pr1:lotloe t e.aching. 

up tor only a.ge'l four and fi va wi fih the present enl'ollemtn of 

fifty to sixty. The kindergarten com..11l1ttee lookS fonard to 

the time when the younger ohildr.en can have a Similar progra.m. 

The l:dndsrgarten h~ open from 1:30 - 3:30 1'.m. each afternoon. 

Monday through Friday, $1[08"t during the summel' months. It is 

the hope of the CO!Jf!filttee that In the futllre they will be 5ble 



'rhe kindergarten 1s independent f1nancia-lly of 

Douglass. Centera.nd has ita own adi visory eo~i ttee mad.e ~ 

of beth Negro a..nd '£ltd. telfHSmbel's. The kindergarten pays the 

Reoreation Commission for the heat, light and water that are 

used-while they have posseSSion of the building from 1:30 to 

3:30 o.m. and supplement the j,anltor 1 g salary. J~J'l.ltorial 

servioes are:nee-ded to Jil0Ve the kindtUl'garten equipmemt from 

the gym to the storage l'OOil: in order- that the Doug-la.ss Oenter 

pro.gram can oontinue. Th1s movin.g of the equi~ment· is necessary 

each aft~n'noon tl'.at the klnderp,rten is in session .• 

In Febru:e.ry 1948 tbe Division of Sooial Welfal'~ 

Administration &>1; the Unl:versity of Illinois made arrangements 

with the Champg,ign Recreation CommisSion and Douglass Center for 

a, f1 e1d work: placement for two stwients in group work for one 

aemester. Tasman student started a boys group ages eleven to 

fourteen wi tb their interest focused on a rhythm ba.nd as their 

aotivity.. The group began maklug their lnstrumen.ts" and then 

they learned how to play wi til seve~al jaz& phonograph records. 

The peak of their aotivity wastill~ing an;ked by the Polly Pigtails 

to partioipate in the Spring Carni val. Thts group met weekly 

on Saturday mornings. 

Ths othsr student w·ho was a g11'1 worked. wi tb two of 

tbe groups of girls. One group had. been formed frolfi, the girls 

who haA. been acti va in the Bl'o~nie Troop until It was disoontinued .• 

The group was reorganized in Febru~ry 1948 under the name of 

the Blue Ribbon Olub. The gll'lswere nine through twelve years 

ofa,ge a,n-i were Interl?sted in betng as muon like tl'H~ /·0111' 
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Pigtails as possible. The student leader ~as 1ntere~ted in the 

group work prooess f;U1d. tried to use various activlties that would 

be of intel"e~~t to the group and -be villuable 1n the group work 

interspersed wi th gait1€lS and a pionic. 

The other group the student led ~a$ a n~w group m~ds 

U't) of young girls fro'lJ six through eight years who were 

constant users of the Oen tel' on g~ 1'16 a.ftf'rnoons J but for whom 

no special progl"a.m had b~en l)lanrH~d. The 8Qti vi t! ~s were based 

Besid.e t hsse organi zed gl"Ol.lPS ~ limited equipment is 

av~ilable for young people to drop in act the Oenter and enjoy 

an hour or two of aotivities of their own choosing. 

In the summer of 1948 a Boy Scout Troop was ata.rted 

&.nd. it is hoped th~.t it will be able to oontinue the yearr~und. 

The 'lars Mother Club whiob had been formed before 

Their pUl"POS$ :i $ to a,ssi at servioemen and the veterans in what­

ever ~a,y tha.t tbey ol)n. They raise tl,eil' funds by sponsoring 

Outside groups may US!! th~ Cen'ier building, a 

rent!9:1 fee which 1. used tel supplement the budg'et is asked if 

the group cilf.;.rges adrdesion fer their event. The fee is 

deter:d.ned oy the a!flount the group requesting the Center oharges 

for the event t hey are sponeorj.ng. Groups t~t use the Center 

are the Legi on A uxilia.TY, Junior Elks, L$gion Post Ie County 



Legion Poet meetings, .M.a-sons, and Jehovah liltneSI:H1H3. 

Adults are wela ••• at the Center ~t all tl.eB~ Tbeir 

partioipation is mainly tnro·ugh tbeir partielpatlon in the 

groupe that ~lH'l!:'t at Douglass Center, but ocoasionally they use 

the Center to stop and rela.x and read or play sor~H~ ga1l8S. 

Center sponsors are 

38 

educational mov-iea, and h~altb programs. These me"t.lngs usually 

Oue of the 8m~11 rooms at t be Center h1 being ur:<ed. for 

a library. Books have be~n i2'i v~n the Center from interested ...; 

In-iiv1iua.ls until there are several hundred. It was the project 

of a universtty student librarian to begin oataloging the 

books. Tbis is not oOfljpleted. but the books are available for 

use. 

The Center is a ltlSl'flI.l!U" of the National ASSOCiation of 

Reoreetion whioh enables its leaders to know of recreational 

idea,s ~n.:j programs thl'cughout the 1)ni ted ate,tea. Conferenoes 

al'~ held. for reoreational leaders for tre.lnlng 8.nd exobange 

of ideas. The Cent er 1 s also a member of the Ohampaign Cotmo1.1 

of Social Agencies. 

The attendance for the pa.st three years ~t the Center 

aotivities is interesting to note. When the Center wag opened 

in the fa.l1 of 1945, the ~.ttendanoe 11113..9 approximately from 

1,000 to 1,100 we~kly. A t the time th~t tbe progra.m ·~'{as ohanged 

being organi~ed, and bOYS3Ud girl$ were given separate days 

for their act! vi ti.es a,t the Center except on weekends, the 



iAar to those who ii.ia participate, they oomrinced otbe.rs that 

the various act! 'Vi ties \Nere Intere~i!.rting. The attendance 

increased t-o previous?! t tendanoeand beyond. The estirl1at&j 
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OONOLUSION 

The establishment of Douglass Oommunity Center bas 

provided partial fulfillment of the many needs for the Negro 

residents of Ohampaign-Urbana. The center MS provided the 

opportunity for these people for oultivating new interests and 

p%Jl'ticipatlon in aotivities of their own choosing antiofien 

thelro~n instigation. The progr~,u'i of the center has been built 

to serve the people in many different areuof need> for 

ohildren, young people and a.dults. Library faoilities are 

available to them. Eduoational programs conoerning health and 

welfare are brought before tbe various groups. The atbletio 

program is a large part of the 06nt8r-s aotivities for almost 

every 3,ge level. There 1s some group or club to whicb every 

individual may belong and haye the experience of group 

association. The programs of these groups or clubs are built 

around the interests under the partioipation o·f the leadership 

of the Douglass Oommuni t1 Oenter staff with the aid of 

University Students from the Social Welfare Admin.istl'atloft 

D1 vision or organiz8,tlons suoh as the Young Menta Christian 

Association or the Young 'oments Oh1'1stla,n lssocla:tlon and 

churches. The author who was a field work student fro:m the 

Sooial Welfare Administration Sobool at the oenter could 

observe that the program at the Douglass Community Center bad 

given tta pa.rticipants an opportunity to grow and real1~e 

ma,ny fields of interest never before open to tbem. 

!be oenter has nev8rbeen underable to get and tra,in 
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leadership which has brcHlght about a. s-tea4y growth of a oon­

struotl va program. The community hail begun to realize what 

a center can pra.-ide and have used the faci11ties available. 

T his growth has meant that the communi ty center bas thought 

of expanding its program, etaff, and physical plant in light 

of the inoreased usage of the oenter and participation in the 

program. Douglass Community Center was not planned as an 

end in itself and is still in a stage of development. The 

finanoial sta~us at the center does not allow tor tbis expan .... 

sion at the present time. Effort -wa.s made to seaure Oommuni ty 

Cbest support. The applica tlon was refused on the oenter's 

method of being financed.. Since 1 t has a publlo supported 

program, the policy of the Chest made lt impossible for the 

center to beoome a member of the Chest. This seems to be a 

sound polioy and 1 t would Sf)Hflll'i that the rssponsi b1 11 t1 11es 

with the oitigens of the two communities whose taxes support 

but are in,';l:iequate .for the needs of theeent$r to be met. 

The operation of the center 1s under the auspioes 

of the Recreation Commissionw'itb the policy making in the 

hands of an advisory bOard. This board gives tbe staff of 

the oenter full power to determine how the general policy 

should be put into effect. This organhHltlon of a·uthorl ty 

seems to be satisfactory and adequate tor the Douglass 

Oommunity Center. }lot only does it have a responsibilIty to 

t heir board and those who pa.rticipate 1n its program but to 

the two oommuni t1es as a .hole. This 1s for the use of any 

one in the twin 01 ties and can never adequately/ meet every 
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person's needs. If this oenter C'SD continue in its construotlve 

gl'o~th it wilT be fi}n example to the Twin Oities Qf the need 

for such a progra,m an;j perMps bring about conorete resul ttl. 



CHROr~OLOGICAL 'l'.M3LE OF EVENTS 

1937 - May - Education center , 70] North rifthSt-Net 
December - Recreation Center; $14 East Tcemont Street 

1940 - .l{ecrea.tion Center at 514 East 'tremont. l""?sold.. Uoved to temporary 
facilities of basement C .M B Church. 
/ormation oj' Douglass Community Service Organisation. 
Fixumcial drive -First payment, July 1941. 

4$ 

1941 - U S 0 Center established in Lawhead Grade School in Champaign fin,anced 
by Federal #$Ork8 Agency supplemented by Champaign Recreation Commission .. 
Second campaign in fall. 

1942 - Charrpaign Recreation CQmmiss:l.on advised the Douglass Community Service 
Organization that there was a possibility of receiving federal 
assistance through F W A to erect a building. 
Fall - Petition presented to F ~. A. 

1943 - July - ~eting of Charl'4paign County Home and liar Chest and Douglass 
Community Service Organization to reconsider presenting a second 
petition to F \fA for federal assistanee for sel"Vicements and 
community' center. 
August - £iiayor of Champaign asked for reconsideration of the building 
project by F ~ it. because of the demands the war had plaeed on the 
community. 
September 10, - Application Wa$ sent to the Regional Federal Works 
Agency. 
September 17, - Regional office' W 11 approved project, sent application 
to national office, ~ashington, D C for final decision" 
October - Negro residents began solicitations for funds .. 
November - Regional Director of F W A notified the Mayor of Champaign 
that the National Office had disapproved the project tlwithout 
prejudice." 
l*ovemoor 15, ... Champaign Recreation Commission accG;~ted operation and 
maintenance of new c"'1l.munity ceuter. 
November 19, - Chalnpaign County Home a'ld War Chest Hxecutive Committee 
considered a proposal that half of its $.34,000 surplus 't17,000) on 
hand be allocated to the construction of a colored community center 
in lIorth Champaign.. Letter sent to 2,500 Community Chest donors 
presenting this proposal and asking for a vote on it .. 
November 27, - Representatives fr~n the Community Chest and the 
Douglass COTIl",udty Serviee Orgar:ization formed fa commit,tee nar.1ed 
Negro Community and Servicemen's Center Guilding Comittee .. 
December - Fi."'lal payment of $375 .. 00 made 
December - Twin City Co "fnmity Committee, fa newly formed organization 
to proDote the broad community need of Champaign-Urbana community, 
expressed its interest in Douglass COl1'lll1Unity Center. However, opposed 
the proposal of the COE:munity Chest. 
December -' Tee C sought information concerning the operation of 
community centers that were privately controlled with trained 
directors from Mr. Shaw, at that time director of t.~e Division of 
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Delinquency for the State of lllinois 
1944 - December - The I'oug1ass Community Service Organ~zation was <!pposed to 

the position of T Gee and declared that a posl.tion for Dse1f-001p 
center" did not represent the viewpoint of the masses of thecol.ored 
people in the c~t7. 
Following the ten day period. allotted fer voting upon the. use of half of 
the chest surplus fund, the voting indicated that the majority of the 
chest subscribers were in favor of the proposal.. , 

1945 - January 16, - Board of Directors, Champaign Civic Foundation resolved to 
to accept the title of the building that .. HiS to he the Gomrm.mity Center. 
February 1, -Recreation Commission formally passed a resolution to 
accept the re,sponsibl1ity of theoperat:lon and maintenance of the 
Douglass COID<!n4'1ity Center. Leased the building fr·'.'ffi the Champaign 
Chi-a Foundation for $1 .• 00 a year •. 
F~l:rr'UaI'Y 12, - The ecntraets were let to begin building the center. 
February 18, - Building begun. First. spade of dirt t-lll'ned for the 
erectioo of the building by a young sel"vieem<l!n from Champaign who was 
home on furlough at that time. 
;"prU - Election of ~iegro memb~s to advisory comittee. 
September 23, - Official dedication ot the center. 
September - Cha."li.paig;n Recreation COlm".ission. assumed the admj mstration 
duties and financial. obligations of 'Operation and maintenance of tha . 
eerrtel~. 

September - Program began 
Federal Works Agency funds transferred from U S 0 Lawhead Genter to 
Dougla.$s Center .. 

1946 ""June 30, - ., if A Funds discontinued. 
July 1, - Douglae.s Center received U S 0 funds, $200.00 per month for 
six months for servicemen's program. 

1947 - January - U S () Funds cut to t175.00per nlonth. 
March - U S 0 funds reduced to$100.OG a month 
JuJ:r - U S .0 funds stopped entirely. 

1948 -April 2B, - Application was made to the Champaign C0IW:un1ty Chest for 
additional funds for Douglass Center. 
July 14 - Director ·of Community Chest declared~;,ej.r' '~oliey was not to 
supplement an agency operated with t;CI.X-raised funds.. On that basis 
application was rejected~ 



APPENDR A 

Population of Cha~paign and Urbana 
16th Census of the Unit.ed States 1940, Second Series 

Char-aeteruties of Population Prepared Under Supervision of 
Dr. LeonC. Trnesde11, Chief Statistics for Population 

1930 1940 1948 it-

no. percent no. . percent 110. 

en~paig!l 
Whita-Jative born 18,070 88.8 21,486 89.9 

Foreign bom 669 l .. ) 560 1~9 
Negro 1,598 7~9 1,802 7~7 
other 11 14 ~1 

Total 20,J46 100 .. 0 23.602 100.0 33.000 

Urbana 
i,hite-Iative born 12,3ll 94 .. ) 1),.547 95.9 

Foreign born 331 2~6 268 1~9 

legro 394 ~hO 304 2.2 
.other 18 .1 13 .1 

Total 1),6b6 ,100 •. 0 14,132 .100 .. 0 20,600 

Ch&>npa.ign-ljrbaaa 
'W'ni·te-%~a.tiva born 30,381 91.3 35,033 92.2 

Foreign born 946 2.8 828 2.2: 
I~gro 1,902 5.1 2,106 5 .. , 
Other 29 .. 08 27 .. 07 

Total 33,258 100.0 37,994 100 .. 0 53.000 

* Estimate gi van by Chaspaign Chamber of Commerce 



Copy of tettsr to Champaign County Home and War Chest &ubseriber from !i'lr. 
Lyle Gallivan, Executive Secretary of the Champaign Cont..munity Chest, December 

of 19h1l 

While ~.,his letter is obviously a fom letter, it is most important and e 
sincerely hope th:at yoursad it. 

1. This letter is NOT paid out -of home and ':Nar Chest. funds. Interes ted in­
dividuals in the project mntioned below have paid the expense of this. letter. 

2. As you mayor may not knoW', there has lIeen about $13,000.00 raised (in 
various funds) !nov CAtJnunity over the past. two y~ars when it was under­
stood that theIt~ederal Goverr..ment denied our petition "without prejudice" .. 
1'his Simply means they did not think there were enOUgh colored soldiers <it 
Cham.l'te :Field to justify them spending the money for soldier spending alone. 

NOW the Home and ;"iar Chest Executive C01IDl'littea are in receipt of a petition 
signed by 400 Chest subscribers in whieh they ask that one-half of the H01I!e 
and War Chest surplus (about 17,,000 dollars) be added to -the $13,000 .. 00 
mentioned above and the building be built iDnediately with the provision that 
t~-:(,l Champaign Recreation CO!ml1ission agree to operate and maintain said 
b¥ilding.. Your Home and War Chest Exeeutiveeommi. ttee at a reeent meeting 
appro'Vtld unanire.ouly this, petiti(}!l subject to-a reierenr:illID_ of the Chest sub­
scr-ibers.. The Chaw.:paign 'Recreation ~iol1 had agreed to operate and 
maintain the building. The building when completed will be deeded to the 01 ty 
of Cham.paign for reereation pUl"pOSes., 

Your Board wishes i.e point out to you that the 2,,800 Negro residents of 
Champaign-Urbana. haVe raised $3,000.00 for this building among th~!r.9.!m 
people. (This amount is included in the ~13,OOO.OO rr:entioned above:) They 
adviie-~us they will raise further funds if the $30,000 .. 00 mentioned is not 
enough to complete and equip the building. The proposed building would 
adjoin Douglass Park. Also while the war is on, the building will be used as 
a center for Q1)lored soldiers. 

I 

For many, many obvious reasons, we are sure you can I'E:cognize why this bUilding! 
is a necessary one and in building it with these funds, it becol'ReS paid for by' 
the i'tlIOLE cOlmllunity. 

3. 11hile your Board has approved this project, it felt that it should not 
expend one-half of the Chest surplus for this purpose unless you and the other 
12,500 Chest subscribers had an opportunity to express yourselves. According­
ly, we are enclOSing a posta.ge free, self-addressed card on which we ask you 
to express your opinion.. (If you. do not reply in ten days, it will be con­
sidered that you are favorable to the project and in ease the vote of a 
rr--ajority of the subscriptions involved is found favorable, yOUI' Board will 
so order.) 

We feel that this is certainly the democratic way to handle this matter and we 
hope you will give us your advice by return ail.U 



Surr~ry of COIimruni ty Building QU$Stionooir·es 

Opposed 
Champaign and Urbana 

Qualified 
Champaign and Urbana 

Favorable 
Champaign and Urbana 

Total 

Number of replies Arrnunt of ,pledges 

116 

1,646 

2,02) 

$ 2,571.10 

35·a545S> 

$, 40,820.15 

Two thousand twenty-three replies returned out of the 12,$00 letters sent is 
::;YJproximately one-sixth of the Chest subscribers. Eighty-one and four tenths 
peroent ~tated detini tely that they were interested in the Ch$st proposal 
or using one-half ($17,000.00) of the Chest surplus for the Douglass 
Co;;;m~unity Center.. As was stated in the letter, those replies not returned 
were to be assumed as favorable. 
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Contributions to Negro Coommnity Center '* 
.....•..•...........••..•.• Cha.ilpaign County Home "4"ld War Chest. 

Chanlpaign County COl'!lmunity Chest 
Douglass Center Fund First Drive 

.•.......•.......••..........•• 
."...,.~.IIi'<> •••••• "" -<11 ....... O*.~ ••••• 

Ur"'bana Fund ......... '6 ••• 'G" ............ .". ................. 4< .... "l! ............. ". .. . 

1. )!! C A (Kuhn Fund) 
Shmikler Trust Fund ••••• .,. •• 411 ••••••••••• 1' ............. =0 ...... .,. •••••• 

w. Lewis and Compa."1Y 
Heffernan and Company 

•• < ••••• ' •• " .............. Q .................... . 

................. $ ••••••••••••••••• 1;11 ......... . 

Mews Qazett-e Ct' .. ..,. ........ ,. ...................... *' ....................... tl ........... . 

Eisn~r Groee:r:r Cam~ ..................... _ .. It • .- ....... 41 = oj. ............. . 

F.. K. h.obes(:}"u .......... ~ -" • " ••• 'II ................................. ~ ••• ~ ,. .......... . 

George ·~ifa t tis ...................... ' .. ;I- •• ~ '~ ............ " ..... (I' " ,. ,. ••••• ,. ' ...... . 

Isaac Kuhn ••••••• ~~~~e •••••• ~.~ ••• o ••••••••••••• 9 ••••••••••••• 

Mrs • .Alma Trevett Gerber ............................ D ........... ,. • ., •••• *' •• 
Hartwell fio'W'al'u .... ,. ...................... '" " $ .... !JI ..... ~ ............ ' ......... " • 

Nelson Concrete Culvert ............... ., .... -- .......... ," .. '" .............. • ,*' ••• 
}~lorris Hecker ..... , ............................... It.. .... * .............. _." .' ...... . 

Champaign Builderts Supply Company ••••••••.•••.•••••••••••••••• 
Coal and ~aterial Company •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

D(:)n Va.ne-e .............. 'li Co ................. -...... to ......... lSI ........... ' ......... . 

Ileliable Furnit~ .. xre Company If. .... ,. ..................... · ••• < ....... ., .... 4. 

Isaac Kuhn •• ' .. Ii .- •.•• '" .... « ............ '" ................ " ••••••.•••• "" ••• 

A.lloys Gastings CO:t'1par,tJr ........ ~. oCI .................. «< '" III .......... ,.fI ....... . 

·AnOT)j~OUB ................ ' ••• '* ...... -0 ... '" .................. ' ................... . 

Dr. Guy Tawney .... ", .............................................. . 
1'3 S 0 F}-und. • ............... 4- •• ' ........................................ e ..... ., .. 

Douglass Center Fund - Seeond Drive ...... ~ ..•...•..••...•..••.• 
Ac. F!O B:rra •• O' • ., ••• ,. ....... '" .............. '0 ....... It ........ " .................... ,., 

~~. E C 'Clifford ................ .., ..................... II< ............... . 

Phinney Thompson ............................................... . 
Professor A. H. Lubyer 
President A. C.. Willard 

.............................•.•.•....••• 
..••.•....•..•..........•.....•••..••••• 

........•.........•...•...............••....•.. 
.•......•..••.......•...•........•...•.......... 

llrs. Julia Dodds 
Harden Boulware 
R.A. Stipes 
Douglass Center 

...•.••.••..•....••......••...•..•...•.••••.•.••••• 
••••••••••••• a •••• e.~ •••••••••••• , •••••••••••••• 

F..l"l'lsd g)Ianthey ........... Co ...................... ' ......................... . 

nobl;~11S, Dobbins. .................. 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total 

'* Copy from. the Comn:mnity Che$t files lister under Negor Com~t4'1ity Center 

48 



, ) 

APPEIIDIX E -

Douglass Community Center Contracts 
Cost of Center 

E. N. De Atley 

Base Bid 
Gym Addition 
38 f X 20. Addition 
Increase Lounge, toilets ~ bar 

Extra for grading and fill 
Increase lengths of drains 
~-alks 

Base Bid 
Enlarge toilets 
ntehen 

Ba.s~ .1)i4 
Gym Ad<!1tion 
JJt .l: 20' room 
Inerease Lounge, toilets, ldtehen"etc. 
Extra. outlets 

Berger and ~e~y 
$,000 feet asphalt tile at 17 c. plus ornamentatio.n at 
Legal fees and abstracting 
Fire 0.r::d 'jfindstor,a insurance (esti':TIate) 

Total 

2,ll7.,~ 
~ 

i 
696.00 
4S.d9 
25.~O 

11$·,90 
16.0j) 

..• C J 

900.00 , f 

31,699:_9P 

$ 37 ,52~.lO 
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Dedication Speech for Dopglass Conmnn1ity center, september 23, 1945, written 
and presented by Mr. R. M. Scott. 

16 the Census of the United states, 1940, second series, Characteristics of 
POAllation, prepared under supernsion of Dr .. Leon C. Truesdell, Chief' of' 
Statistics for Population 

Sooia1 Work Yearbook, nW:orks Project Ad"!l.inistrationll , Russell Sage Foundation, 
1943 .. 
Tl~ p~ Arbor Survey, A study of the Social 'Welfare, Recreational and Public 
Health Program, 1940. . 

The Champaign News Gazette, Chal~paign, Illinois, 
Nove1'l'loer 19, 1937 
December 4, 1937 
September 17,1943 
September 27, 1943 
llovember 30, 1944 
Februa:cy 2'1, 19L.4 
July 17, 1946 
AUGust 4, 1946 
AUGust 25, 1946 
September 20, 1946 

Issues da.ted as follows: 
September 3, 1947 
September 7, 1947 
September 14, 1947 
October S, 1947 
November 20, 1947 
December 20, 1947 
February 1, 1948 
February 19, 1948 
'March 7, 1948 
March 21, 1948 

The Champaign-Urbana Courier, 
May 24, 1937 

Ut'bana Illinois, Issues dated as follows: 
April 30, 1946 
June 3, 1946 
October 23, 1946 
June 29, 1947 
september 16, 1947 
November 23, 1947 
Feb::""11'-'''-'V 3" 1948 
Februa- y 20, 1948 
May 2, 1948 

~]OVeElber )0, 1937 
M.areh 10, 1940 
November 30, 1944 
December, 1944 
September 12, 1945 
September 2}" 1945 
l~;lrch 5, 1946 
April 24, 1946 

Interviews as follows: 
1.. :Miss Doris Ba..."lks, Assista.'"lt to Director" Douglass Community Center 
2. Burea.u of Institutional Research, University of Illinois 
3. Mrs. Irma Bridgewat.er, Staff member fremont Center and D01J.glass Center 

in 1945. 
4. }.~r. Ellington, University of Illinois Registrar's Office .. 
5. Mr. Lyle Gallivan, EXecutive Secretary, Champaign County Community Chest, 

1941-1945. 
6. }liss Harris, Assistant Director, Non-academic Personnel, Urdversity of 

Illinois. . 
7. f~r. Edgar Harris, Editor of Illinois Times, Champaign, Illinois 

~fiss Hazel Itmgerich, Director of lteereation Commission, Champaign, Illin-
ois. 

9. Mrs. Cullen B. C1'l(mS, Chairrr.an of the Ghampaign-Urbana Committee, 1947 



10. Mr v ·i.@larren Sa--t'liyer, Ex.cclltive Secretary of Council of Social Agencies, 
"'Io4A 
.J-/ """' .. 

li. Jrr. R. t:;. Scott, Chaix' ,nan. of the Douglass COm.TI'lunity Service Organisa.tion 
1940. 

12. Secretar;;; Char:b;,,::!' of COl'fll"ncrce, Cha:;;paign, Illinois 
1), Dr. Donald Taft, Professor of Sociology, University· of IllinoiS, 

Chairman of Twin City Community Comittee. 
14. J'{j:.Taylor Thomas, Director of Douglass Communit;y' Center. 

lH.nut<is of 'Meetin~s, from COll.'lCil of social Agencies files under Douglass 
Coxru:fmni ty Center. 
1. Negro Community a.rul Servicemen's Center Building Co~~ittee, November 27, 

1944. 
Z. ,Joint Meeting of Champaign Recreation Commission and the Negro Community 

and Servicemenfs Building Committee, December 11, 1944. 
3. T'Win City Community Com.itteek;~eet1ng" January 12" 1945. 
4. Negro COlJlmunity and SerVicemen's Center Building COmmittee, January 30, 

1945 .. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

Negro 
Iieg.ro 
Board 
Board 

Cor.'lXllu-l'lity and Servicemen's Building Committee, February 12, 1945. 
COE'Jrmnity and Servicen>.en' s Building Committee, February 21, 1945. 
01' Directors of Council of Social Agencies, July 9" 1948. 
of Directors of Comr'\Ul.lity Chest, Champaign County, July 1.4, 1948. 

Correspondence from Council 0.£ Social Agencies files under Douglass Community 
Center. 
1. Letter frot, 1<"1". Oscar Steer, President of Urbana Association of Comuarce, 

to MI.'. Lyle Gallivan, E.xeeutive Secretary Community Chest Association, 
SepteIn.be:c 2, 1943. 

2. Letter froL 'Ita Iter T .. ',',eyer, Colonel Air Corps Commanding Chanute Field 
to Kr. \'Jilliam S. RobinsC>."1, Regional Federal Social .&gency, Chicago, 
Illinois, Septwilber 8, 19hJ. 

J. Letter 1'1."00;1 Kr. Lyle G:;;.llivan to Co1onelki. B. Hayes, Pentagon Building, 
t¥asLgton, D. C., October 12, 1943. 

4. Letter fre)'::. Mr. Lyle Qallivan to The Honorable Scott W. Lucas, Senate 
Office Bttildj:ng,Na5~:inEton, D. G., October 12, 191,]. 

S. LetteI~ fro,m llr. L. A. Gillett, legioral Direct-or Federal Works Agenc~r, 
Region IV, Chicago, November 4, 194-3. 

6. Letter from ~ilr. Lyle Gallivan i.o Major Air Corps, Special Service Section, 
'Music Offieer, Mark H. Hinds1ey, Uovember 10, 1~~i1.3. 

7. Letter fro~: ~r. Lyle Gallivan to Lt. Colonel G. B. Ing~, Legislative and 
Liaison DiviSion, lfal'" D~partment, Pentagon Building, Washiug:ton, D. C., 
November 30, 194). 

8. tetter frOt;l Cha"·;paign Chamber of Commerce to the "{far Departrnent Federal 
,lorks Agencs, ;1(ashington D. C., January 18, 1944.. 

9. V.?tt~$J:' frOG: Mr. Lyle Gallivan, t~ecutj:\Te Seeretar;,y Champaign Commmity ~. 
Chest Association to Twin City Community CommiLtee, SepteSl.ber 6, 1944 •. 

10. Letter fro;T; Recreation Com'llission to Executive Secretary Cornmun1ty Ches;'t; 
l~ovember 15, 1944. 

11. Letter fr{)i~ Donald A. Taft, Chairman of thE' .E'.xecutive Committee of the 
JOi11t Advisory Cou..'1.ci1 of the 'bdn City Cmmmmity Committee to 
=·~TTr.'·< 1':1"1'"-" D· -1... 1···· -91.1· 1'i!.k\UVili v '1. L,i!,~, 1 ecefflUer b, J. l.l-l4-
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12. Letter from "r. ! .W· .. Clevenger, Secretary of Exec uti va Committee of 
the Joint Advisory Council, Twin CitS Community Comm.ittee, to fix. 
Lyle Gallivan, .EXecutive SecJ"etar," of Champaign County Cormnunity Chest,. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

1:3. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

January 17, 19L5. 
Letter from Professor Donald Taft, Chairman Twin City Community Committee 
to Community Chest Executive'Secretax'5", ],5;'. Lyle Galliv;;L't, January 17, 
19)5. 
Letter fro?," Mr. Lyle Gallivan to Negro Servicemen'S and Com..munity Center 
Building Committee, January 22, 1945. 
Letter frOl" • Lyle Gallivan, to Mr. B. C. Burd, President of McKinley 
y ~ C A, January 2.3, 1945. 
Letter fror:I::Champaign Recreation Depart-::nent to IJegro service!lJen fa and 
Corr~unity Center Buildip~ ~ommittee, February 1, 1945. 
Lottei l£tr- .. Lyle Gallivan, Executive Secretary Community Chest, to 
Mr. Isaac Kuh, Treasurer of 1942 U S () Campaign, February 23, 19h5. 
Letter fro,~, Mr. 1;.71e Gallivan, Executi"."s Secretary, Champaign Comnnmity 
eh t %f "'"~ 19' ." . .. ~ as , ~t0.rC;t1 >, . !.~;>. 

Letter fro;71 Dr~ Donald Taft, to ~~r. Ll.lbyer, Professor University of 
Illinois, member of build inc, C01'lJmittee, tL.l'ch 8". 191+5. 
1e t ter Mr.. 1ubyer to Dr. '1' aft, March 9, 1945 .. 
Letter fron l~rs. Odelia 'Nesle;y-, SeerertarJF of Advisory Board, Douglass 
COIDImL'1i ty Centel"k Cha'tlpaign Co~wmni ty Chest, April, 1948. 
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