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- rezoning, which, he cparged, :
| “seems to -conflict” with the|.

o PPN RS2 A A e

' |hicles and service trucks will

,|fire. departments in’case -of

‘|oriented.” -

- |75 . one-bedroom units .of 807
‘Isquare feet each and 25 studio

*lapartments of 560" sjuare feet

leach planned for the building.

‘| electrically - operated elevators,
‘ltwo enclosed 'stair-wells and an

.|alandscaped park. - ... .
t|. Each of the full-sized apart-
‘ments will have a large entry

“{baths..

Nevilie sald . SiuY
does mot object te the project
as such but does object to the

Schellie Plan.

.. He admitted that the universi- :

' CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIER

ty has no time-table for expand-
ing the College of Engineering,
moving M. H.- Kinch, -commis-{

sioner of -public works and a}-

member of the Commission to
remark: N :
“1 think you ought fo have
a time-table, You can’t just go
on forever and ever.”
Perpetual Action ’ ’
Replied. Neville, “That’s what
planning is, Mr. Kinch, some-
‘thing that goes on forever and
'iever.”"
| Neville said a report spelling
lout the university’s specific ob-
jections will be furnished com-
mission members in time
enough for them fo study the
lobjections before arriving at a
‘decision. .
Commission member Robert
Finfrock pointed out that the
icommission merely will pass on
the advisability of rezoning the
required site, and not on the
project itself. - = i
- According to the developers,
the towering structure will
house 200 apartment units and
will be designed to be “‘student-

There are 100 'two-'b»edroo'm
units of 1,080 square feet each,

In addition there will be two

incinerator within the building. |
Firepreof Building: " . [
- Meteoff - - told % _commissiox{ .
members that in addition to be:
ing fireproof, the building can
be serviced by -existing units

toe  WEAVSISY [

f

| "TOWER’ PLANNERS _
Shown above are devel. rs
of “Urbapa Towers,” fheq;o-

posed 26 - story apartment

Chicago architect James Met-
coff; John F. Hoover, repre-

“senting Mid-Central' Morigage-

.. Qo.,  of : Chicage, - financial

sed . backers;. and. Mrs.. Fr
building for University of Illi- aokers;. and. Mrs.. Prances

nois students, Left fo right are °

Moreland, - of -Urbana, who

conceived: the: idea  of . the
sfr:uc_'fqre;’ . The 'plan for the i/
- building was presented to the | i

. City Plan Commission Monday
i afternoen,- The “meeting  was
| continued for one week: fo. al
; low -Commission- members to
;.study__various reports- before
;' passing. on-the requested re-

of the Urbana and vUniversityW

emergency. - &

The building will occupy only
21 per cent of. the .total site.
The remainder, according to the
planners, will be’ given over to.

‘|foyer and the two bedroom
.|suites ' will’ contain two full

Laundry and storage rooms
together with 30,000 square feet
;| of parking, adequate for parking
‘lover 100 cars, will be located
'{ on the lower level. S

Traffic will be circulated so
that pedestrians, passenger ve-

Jlenter and travel over separate
‘I thoroughfares on the. grounds,
| the developers-said. - =~ - -

1< Xt is hoped by the developers
ithat_., the’ project will be ready

;' (Please Turn To Page 9)

“[for occupancy by September of

‘From-Pige 3) .

1. Hoover_told the “commission]
+|that “a reasonable delay™ would,
. [not” hamper. the. development.
! Fner: had- said . earlier - that “an

easonable- delay ‘would Have

Bl N e e ]

serious repercussions.”. -
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‘Urbana Speeds Action
On 26-story Building .

By William C. Groninger .. ~=7Tjimm
“Action is expected to be taken i
aext Monday by the Urbana City l i
Plan Commission on a proposed .
26-story, $3.7 million apartment
aouse ‘to -be built immediately
adjacent to the University of
Illinois campus. T
The project was outlined Mon
day - afternoon to_the Commis-
sion by the developers: . Archi-
tect James L. Metcoff, -of Chi- pilil
‘cago; Mrs. Frances Moreland,
of Urbana, and John Hoover,
representing the financial back-
er, Mid-Central Mortgage Co.
i(}f Chicago. . - . .
¢ Commission members appear-
‘ed enthusiastic over the possi-

bilities of the project, to' be
called “Urbana Towers,” but
referred to the matter to fhey
regional planner, Richard Malty
by, for study and report to the
commission next Monday. . ..
An indication of the commis-
sion’s feeling toward the project
was ' that members F voted to
waive the usual five-day notice
period and proceed directly with
Maltby’s report. )
Maltby customarily —mails i
commission members his report
five days prior to the next meet-
ing, but this was waived in or-
der to give him time to complete |
his report and still meet Mon-
day’s date. C ’
U. of L. Objects '~ .
The only objector at the meet-
ing was Don Neville, represent- |
ing the University of Tllinois.
Neville said that the proposed
site of the project will interfere
with the planned expansion of §
the University’s College of En-
gineering. .
The planners have asked that
the site be rezoned from the &
present R-2 multiple family zone §
to the R-4, multiple family high
density classification. N ;
The site is composed of 1302 |
through 1308 W. Clark Street, |
402 and 402% N. Romine Street,
and 403 N. Mathews Avenue. .
According to Maltby, the plan-
ned 26-story building meets all

T e

qualifications of the proposed
zone. S

et
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e McNam&ra
whose Chicago flrm is archltect and de-".

velopers; Mrs. Frances Moreland of Ur-‘,
bana; and John L.-Hoover, of- ’\/hd Cen~
tral Mortage Co. of Chlcago.

i-| HIGH RISE APARTMENT SPONSORS.
Looking over thé plans for the’ proposed'
Sl .26-story Urbana Toweérs apartment
e building during' a press conference Mon-
71 day. were, from l/eft james L Metcoff,
' * R * *

%ﬂ 26- S'%@a*y
A sartment |

M Sﬁmﬁemg

BV CAROLYN MA ﬁ‘l".lALL

“ News-Gazette Staff Writer

" Announcement of "a’ prop0>ed

] 200—un1t ‘26-s tory @partment
1 buﬂdmg to be - constructed - by
the fall term of 1970 for. student

iJoceupancy was made at a news|

N .
| amnfaranss Mandatw hye thoe nraio

p——pae "-ﬁ"
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once ‘the site on Clark between

cleared of the existing bulldlngs
‘Construction of' the bu1ld1ng,/ {o
i be known,as Urbana Towers, is
estim, ated. to take about B
months. ..

"Cost of the. proposed pro;ect
; Was given by the” architects at
. about'$3 7 with both permanent
and . construction mortgage " fi-

tral Mortgage Co. of Chicago.. .
Mrs. Moreland, who was pres-
ent ‘at the: meeting ‘to make a

ent at the meeting to Take d
short statement, said she had
‘given the architects “sketches
of things I had in mind,” and
they had developed the plans
from that point. “I feel this is
something worthwhile and will
Jbe an asset to the town and the
‘people therein,” she added. .

Present Plans’

‘Metcoff said the _plans for' the

the Regional Planning Com-|-
mission immediately. When

asked if he foresees any diffi-
culty in getting approval for the
structure from the Urbana City
Council, he replied in the nega-
tive. - )

“We feel this project is a
inite asset to the community
and we feel the council will ap-
prove it as such,” Metcoff said.
. At present, a limit of seven
:stories is provided for by the
“City of Urbhana’s zoning ordin-

ance. In order to approve the
‘pro;ect the council would prob-
1ably have to change the ordin-
lance or grant a varlanée “Ac-
3' tualiv, I don’t know what course
,1.he council would take,” .said!
Ald. Jeanne-Marie Wyld; who
was present at the news .con-
ference. “We've never had any-
|thing like this come up before.”

1 A prime feature of the build-
ing, -according to”Meteoff, will
be the- selection available to
I prospective tenants in choosing
either north or south exposure
for either one or two-bedroom
|apartments.. There are 100 two-
bedroom units of 1,080 square
feet each, 75 one-bedroom units
iof 807 square feet each and 25
istudio ‘apartments of 560 square
:feet.

Entry Foyers .

Each of the full-isze apart-
ments will, accordlno to the
plans, have a large entry foyer
and the two-badroom suites will
contain two full baths. Laundry
and storage' rooms together

/

"iwith 30,000 square feet of park-

ting will be located on the 1ower
.ilevel. S

The center of the buﬂdlna will
~be in the form of -a portico-
!lounge with recessed private
" sitting areas, and the various
levels will be served by. two
;high-speed electric ~ elevators,
. said  Metcoff. -
: On the east side of the er ounds
the plans .show "a landscaped
.park with traffie” circulated so
that pedes’mans passenger
xvehxcles and service trucks will
‘enter and travel over separate

"construction is7to be started}

Romine:and Mathews, has been|.

nancing arranged by Mid-Cen-|: i

project would be presented to|-

def- 1.

PRGPOSED APARTHE

tect’s drawing of the proposed Urbana Towers apart-‘

marily student-orlented,» areal

residents will be welcomed.

'$3.7 Million Miracle’

- Forecast By Pastor
God may enact a $3.7 mil-
Jion miracle in U”bar‘ia accord-
ing to the prophecy o f “Brother
Bﬂly” Melker, pastor of thel.
Great Holy Temple Interde- |
nominational Church of- Christ,
Urhana.
According .

to Mrs. Hrancos
Moreland, sponsor of Lr‘oa'm.
Towers, a proposed 25-story
‘apastment. huilding; Melker|
prophesied  during & ‘churchj
service in October of 1885 that
she would come into property,
houses and impossible riches.

Mrs.
visioned the completed Urbana|’
Towers in a dream about eight
months after the prophecy. On
faith, she paced off the paxt of |}
the block she lives in, which is}
now the. proposed site for the
propesed -structure.

“I don't remember the words
of the prophecy,” said Melker.
“My people write my prophe-
cies down word ‘for word, but
I don’t remember- the words,”
he said. He stated that he is|
aware he is’ making a prophe-
cy when it is happening. .

He said he often makes:
prophec1es during his . church
services. - “The- Lord gives - ac—
tual dates,”” He said,. .

“When the Lord told, me it
was her time, I told Mrs. More-
land and she went out angd
sought means,” Melker said in|
reply to a question of how the!
200-apartment building was be-
i;xg financed. He would not an-
swer how Mrs. Moreland ar-
ranged financing or why she:
went to Chicago to find money.:

;4‘
}.

NS

ENT BUILDING. An archi-

ment building shows the design of the 258- foot “struc
ture which would consist of 26 stoties with’ 200 units.
‘ The architects say the building will be- located on Clar
“between Romine and Mathews in Urbana R

Moreland said she en-i¢
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; " By JOHN HALLADAY
News-Gazette Staff Writer
. Albert E. Shelton of Ur-
bana is a winner. -
" The - 45-year-old Shelton,

.. owner of Shelton Laundry
. Inc., 1104 N. Goodwin Ave.,
U, is the 1981 Illinois

mSm:-wsmiommwmnmos om
' the Year. N
Shelton was honored this
. past week during’ cere-
. monies co-sponsored by the
U.S. Small Business Ad-
. ministration and  the
Champaign and . Urbana
" chambers of commerce.
. Along with that’ honor,
, " Shelton also ‘received a
b certificate
v from ' Governor . James
Thompson in recognition of
his. ‘‘courage, tenacity,
, desire to learn.”
also was

SBA ‘as 'Small \Business

“jn recognition of outstand-
ing contribution and ser-
vice to the nation’s need.”

The awards grew out of
Shelton’s operation of -his
laundry business,
that was begun in  his
backyard and now has an-

‘ton’s monoac:mv,?m:»m are

" ALBERT

of appreciation.

- management -initiative. and .
Shelton .
named by ‘the’

Subcontractor of the Year:

a firm

nual -sales of more than
$1.2 million. = ,
*Phil Ramos, manager. of
the -SBA's . Springfield
branch office,” said Shel-

w_._m_.._.oz.. O<<zmm,o_u SHELTON LAUNDRY, 1981 ILL
he and his ,.:o:.w_. started bus

...in Urbana Fo__=< —

“q veritable Horatio Alger
story.” T
Ramos said, ~“‘Al Shel
ton’s ascent torthe top in
the commercial laundry-
industry reflects his unique
understanding of all those
ingredients which- contrib-
-ute to the profitability and
longevity of a small busi-
ness.” - : -
Shelton said Friday,.
_““Anything you do, you
have to work hard to get to
. the top — we’re not at the °
" top yet, but we're working
to get to that point.”’ =~
- Asked to commeiit on the
honors . he has received,
Shelton said, - ““I don’t re-
‘ally have much’to say — -
it's nice for the company;
it’s nice.”’ | ,
“ghelton’s involvement in
the laundry business began
in” 1942 . when his mother
“ecreated the business to’
support a. growing family. ~
Shelton "still remembers
‘his mother washing with a

-~washboard and large kettle

- in’ the backyard' of their
home. That big black kettle
now sits in Shelton’s office
as 'a memorial to. his
mother’s hard work and a
reminder of the firm's’
humble origins. . '
Today, Shelton Laundry
is the largest Illinocis com-
mercial laundry south of
Chicago... S
*"»AAsked to comment on the

GORDON -

HANNAGAN

"Auction Co.
Champalgn .

County No. 1
Selling Team

568-7126

) vm:._m_.n. {[]

secret of his success, Shel-
ton said, “It’s hard work
and ' listening good,” using
“all the good ideas you can
get” in your business, and .
“keeping your mind open.”

Shelton said he aims to

=

.: Raymond E.

"HAYNES
AUCTIONEER

PH. 678-8011

- Bement, ll. 61813

-enough ~ work, to build

* tons’ backyard.

\m 1 | State _,wio_:..wcﬂ.:mmm_ _.v,m_.am;_ s

Hard Work Shelton's W

“do my best” and to “‘give
people good quality ser-
vice.” .

“Shelton said his desire
for accomplishment was
sparked when he was at-
tending University’ High
School in Urbana. While
there, he won ‘13 varsity
athletic letters, but he had
to forego playing. on the
high. school. football team -
(of which he was captain)
to re-establish the business
after a.fire in 1950.

Going to UHS, Shelton
said, “made me want to do
something’’ " becausehis
classmates were also obvi-

‘ously headed for success.

Two years after the 1950
fire, the business Shelton
had re-established in 'the
basenient of the' family
home ~had  generated
a
the” Shel-"

block facility ‘in "
After graduation . from

high "school, Shelton re-
jected athletic scholarships’

"to three universities to

pursue the goal of being
“the best. laundryman in

: - et

. Two  new outbursts of
competition in food mer-
chandising promise to cut
costs for consumers
(meaning all of us). The
rise of low-cost (no-frills)
stores - and of unbranded
‘(’generic’’) products are
related = developments and
could become a revolution
in the grocery business.

The no-frills

sometimes. called

warehouse ‘or box stores, ,

are located mainly in large
‘cities- so far. They stack

3

cut-open boxes of canned,:

bottled and packaged foods -

s .storas

on chalvega.nr an.tha flone

INOIS
iness in their back yard

of the company from his

. He retired the_company

-of about $120,000,

rocery

" than supermarkets (less an

stores, .

News-Gazette Photo By John Dixon

SMALL-BUSINESS _ummmoz

tracts. with Chanute Air
Force Base, Scott Air
Force Base, Illinois State
University and several
local nursing homes.

As the SBA says, “To-
day, Shelton Laundry bears

no resemblance to the
backyard operation of 1942.

the business.”

The SBA says in a news
release that ‘‘Shelton’s
marriage - to Verma
McNair in 1955 formed the
basis of a strong manage-
ment team. The Sheltons
have come a long way
from a joint income of $35
a week, but success has
only strengthened their
teamwork and Mrs. Shelton
remains indispensable to
the business.” )

The business grew and
began to penetrate -com-
mercial markets during the week.”’
1950s and '60s and was in- ~ Sales in 1980 -exceeded
corporated and relocated to $1.2 million, and the com-

dry per hour and a fleet of
trucks delivers the finished
product within a 250 mile
radius. ‘Service is offered
within 24 hours six days a

its present 14,000-square-" pany’s labor force

feet facility in 1968. */grown to 70, the bulk of
In 1972, Shelton assumed them Vietnamese and

control and sole ownership minority individuals.

“They needed jobs; we
needed help — so it worked
+ good for, both of us,”
Shelton said. .
Shielton is now eligible to
become National Small
Business Person of the
/Year. The winner of that
- award will be announced in
Washington during Small
Business Week, May 10-16.

mother.

e

"

home delivery trucks and
concentrated on penetrat-
ing commercial markets,
upgrading equipment and
increasing plant capacity.
By the end of 1972, Shel-
ton had 23 employees, sales

and con-

1,000 as compared with
12,000) and many of the
.items are ::cnm_zmma.

By cutting service — no
bagging or carry-out —
these stores sharply trim
prices. According to a
‘study ‘by the Economics
and - Statistics Service of
the Department of Agricul-
ture, box stores can make
a profit on a markup of 12
to 13 percent, as compared
with 18 to 21 percent for
conventional supermarkets..

The: USDA researchers

estimated that the no-frills
had oanlu ahaust 2

H.ﬁ displays
its own cheaper brands
more prominently than be-

ucts each week.

fore. 1 visited a new no-
frills store in Des Moines
at mid-week. It was jam-
med. Prices on most items
were lower than in my

cnnarmarkat

Its washers process more .
than 3,300 pounds of laun-

has .

Ot mrt - M =t

e e el
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Sunday, April 26, 1981

) cqumzm facility — he m:n his 32:2 started business in their cmox yard -

El

‘81 State mBa: Business Person

By JOHN HALLADAY
News-Gazette Staff Writer

Albert E. Shelton of Ur-
bana is a winner.

The 45-year-old Shelton,
owner of Shelton Laundry
Inc., 1104 N. Goodwin Ave.,
U, is the 1981 Illinois
Small-Business Person of
the Year.,

Shelton was honored this
past week during cere-
monies co-sponsored by the
U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration and the
Champaign and Urbana
chambers . of commerce.
Along with that honor,
Shelton also received a
certificate of appreciation
from - Governor James
.;oBUmos in recoghition of
his ‘‘courage, tenacity,
management initiative and
desire to learn.”’ Shelton
also .was named by the
SBA as Small Business
Subcontractor of the Year
‘‘in recognition of outstand-
ing contribution and ser-
vice to the nation’s need.”

The awards grew out of
Shelton’s operation of his
laundry business, a firm
that was begun in his
backyard and now has an-
nual sales of more than
$1.2 million.

Phil Ramos, manager of
the SBA’s - Springfield
branch office, said Shel-
ton’s- accomplishments arc

Work Shelton’s

‘“‘a- veritable Horatio- Emow
story.”
-Ramos said, ‘“Al Shel-
ton’s ascent to. the'top in
the commercial laundry
industry reflects his unique
understanding of all those
ingredients which contrib-
ute to the profitability and
longevity. of a :small busi-
ness.” .

Shelton said Friday,
‘““Anything you do, you
have to work hard to get to
the top — we’re not at the
top yet, but we’re working
to get to that point.”

Asked to comment on the
honors he has received,
Shelton said, “I don’t re-
ally have much to say —
it’s nice for the company;
it’s nice.”

Shelton’s involvement in
the 'laundry business began
in’ 1942 when his mother
created the business to
support a growing family.

his mother washing with a
washboard and large ‘kettle
in ‘the backyard of their
home: That big black kettle
now sits in Shelton’s office
as ‘a memorial to his
mother’s hard work and a
reminder of ‘the firm’s
humble origins.

‘Today, Shelton Laundry
is the largest Illinois com-

mercial laundry_south of

»Chicago.

i Asked to comment on the
secret of his success, Shel-
ton said, “It’s hard work

and listening good,” using -

““all the good ideas van can

_athletic letters,

“fire,

. _tons
Shelton still reniembers.

_“do my best’” and to “give
people good quality ser-
“vice.”

Shelton mma his desire
for accomiplishment was
sparked when he was at-
tending University High
School in Urbana. While
there, he won - 13 varsity
but he had
to forego playing on the
high school football team
(of which he was captain)

to re-establish the business .

after a fire in 1950.
Going to UHS, Shelton

said, ‘“‘made me want to do

3

something becausehis
classmates were also obvi-
ously headed for success.-
Two years after the 1950
the  business Shelton
had re-established in the
basement of the family
home had generated
enough work to build a
block facility in' the Shel-
* backyard.’ .
After ‘graduation ?oB
high school, Shelton re-
jected athletic moropmﬂvsﬁm
to three universities to
pursue the goal of cmSm

" “‘the best .wmzsaQBma in

the business.” ]

The SBA says in a news
release that ‘‘Shelton’s
marriage to Verma
McNair in- 1955 formed the
basis of a strong manage-
ment team. The Sheltons
have come a long way
from a joint income’ of $35
a week, but success has
only strengthened their
teamwork and Mrs. Shelton
remains indispensable to
the business.” .

The business ‘grew and
began to penetrate- com-
mercial markets during the
1950s and ’60s and was in-
corporated and relocated to
its  present 14,000-square-
feet facility in 1968.

In 1972, Shelton assumed

.control and sole ownership

of the company from his
mother.

He retired the: ooEﬁmsw,m
home delivery trucks and
concentrated on penetrat-
ing commercial’ markets;
upgrading equipment -‘and
increasing plant capacity.

By the end of 1972, Shel-

ton had 23 employees, sales

of about $120,000, and con-

m::m:@_

Force Base,

- News-Gazette Photo By

OWNER O_u SHELTON _.>CZU_"~< 1981 __._._zo_m mz_>_._..wcm_2mmm PERSON

tracts with Chan
Force Base, Sc
Iling
University and
local nursing home
As the SBA sajy
day, Shelton Laund
no resemblance
backyard operation
‘Its washers proce:
than 3,300 pounds

dry per hour and a
trucks delivers the

- product within a :

radius. Service is
within 24 hours six
week.”’ .

Sales in 1980 e

$1.2 million, and tl
pany’s labor for
grown to 70, the

them Vietnames
minority indiy
“They needed jo
needed help — so it
out good for both
Shelton said. -
Shelton is now el
become National

Business Person

Year. The winner
award will be annot
Washington aE.Sm
Business Week, Ma:



n:«-.::mwa ‘have beéen known to
pop their eyes cut’ when they enter
:_a ‘plush executive office at Shelton
Lavndry Iné; in Urbana, ask for the
rnianager, !a realize :.@ re :._Isu
to: him.

It doesn’t bother Albert Shelton, He
rung what he says is the: most
moderif laundry ‘i 1llinois, the
blggest in the state outside Chicago.
As he says himself, ‘it just swExw:m
to be ‘owned by blacks.”

Shelton's is & thriving m:.ﬁ.v_._mn.
with ‘sales exceeding $1.2 million in
1980. As a black-owned firm, it is also
& rarity in nswavm_m?c_ép:? Only
26 bpsidesses 'in the two cities' —

' most’of them” small . were' listed
swithi“‘the. linols’ Office ‘of Minority
‘Buéiness Enterprise: In 1977, . ¥eépre-

E.o.__n aa..oa There _u._. a 8:833
ffort; but I fhink the &miployers in
5] ‘university , -.56 tate efforts in-
@ dtvidually.”.
.Oply” a.:o..n:: rion-académic em-
?«63 and fn, the local school dis-

the towh, n._&ma
comes with _gi
3.:::.::« tha ﬁ 2..
highest ‘Adpirations.”
Vernoh . Baykiti =,

of many —X
nity who'ha
success; in"’ =§ =<
that all is well i thid Blgek’
nity So:E g Bmw—umasu;«

me. peqple Ll
have :.»m,csg_.r

ﬂ..me:.nno onc_woxma.:..
v_o«.&f in #ix Ul nor-dcademic job
groups has 23._ from'12 to 15.2 per-
cetit between 1977 and 1980, .E_c:mr
1 theijargest nurgber can be found in °
the! uaa_.n&a.!.e_mn_on_ and ‘service-
g mo.:.aoo ‘groups - — 3,797 em-
:_nm vB?EE:E -non-

risen from 2,136, or
229, or 12,2 percent,

‘senting 1,2- percent of busi ‘estab-

lishments in Champaign-Urbana. Na-
, tionalty w. that time, 2.3 percent of

v:-.:auu«u were owned 3. blacks.

Busistes§ in: only one’ Indicator of ©

the size of the black '‘middle class”.

in Champaign-Urbana. The number
and percentage of blacks in profes-
sions is algo small.

There are no. black doctors’ i,

‘Champaign-Urbana, only one nu-_za..
one avchitect, ofie bank officer, two
reporters, =<m attorneys, three prac-
ticing engineers, four Insurance
agents, eight to 10 real estate agents,
38 University of Ilinois faculty mem-
bers out of a total of 2,940, and 45
black academic professionals out of
1,705 in fall 1980,

Richard Barksdale, a UI staff*

member, said Champalgn-Urbana "is
not a community where black profes-
sionals have beén welcomed with
open arms.”

“We've tried to change that -im-
age,’”” added Barksdale; associate
dean of the Graduate College admin-
istration, "but it's.an uphill struggle.
1 .._a-: :;:x anyone is going to come

ily to C} ign-Urbana. 1
think it’s reputation i3 not the best.”

Bariisdale said he knows of several
black professionals who have chosen
ta. continue their careets in larger
cities and in the Southwest _.nz.o—.
than stay - here,

¥or blacks who were brought __e in

:E_ru the 3
,5n.< be a ._w

chastised the
He dlaiméd’t]
_animal, that:
selves. This:

m_. n..:iv&a: wo__oo_ U_m:_or ua
vut of 630 teachers are black, as well

Esowa.:_.%
penis to bet Snw
1 do not identify’ s:: 5
munity; 1 certainly "dd ma
myself, .

“1 guess ‘fe-appliess
you've got tg 25.3

could 1 help bug~
can't forgét E..o:» %smﬂ,w«

4 for : minority E.»_n.._._m:c_._ at the Ul
’na‘u&gn Records Department,

educated  dnd rwasEEm_@@ w

;:o:u. :n sald, 200 s—.!?v:ﬁ: ».39 black m:ao::

En.«dm_., >ce=~ a third were admit-
8aid-‘that. most of those “te-

aid the', UJ, received about 1,000 to”

jected did not meet dcademic re-
quirements, Among those admitted,
he estimated “only a very small
number'’ resided in Champaign-
Urbana,

Albext Shelton belleves educatlon ls
the key for bringing blacks into the
mainstream of business -and, profes;
sions. “‘Many people are unemployed
‘because they did not finish school,”
e said. ‘“Man, you know' that's a
no-no these days. If you're not qual
ified when the opportunities come,
the opportunities come and 3&6 a
fool of you, ' .

“Our parents' did not »onor us the
value of education,” he addéd:.*“They.
taught s how to work’ hard.-A lot of
people work-hard in this world — all
kitids of races .= and they never
miaké ft."”

; Shelton co=o<2 the only ' way to
move up the ecoromic raiks is to
work at It — in more than one way.
The unemployed, he said, *‘should
take whatever job they can get, and
go back to night school: .

“Y came from ‘where 53. came,
holes in my shoes, second-hand
clothes, but I was determined. You
can do what you want t6 do in life, be
what you want to bé, but it costs you
something to do 93. Give & man

" eight hours work for eight hours pay

.. you stick with something, it will
pay off."

Vernon Barkstall remarked that in-
creased opportunitles for the “indi-
vidual have not coinclded with “a
closing” of incomes of blacks and
whites. He would Hke to see more
‘black employers. - .

‘‘Many of the ones who have ‘made
it’ have not made it at all if they
cannot employ thelr poorer brothers
and gisters,” he said. “We have be-
come too dependent on white Ameri-
cans to hire us and to educate our
children.

“I think we're on the threshold. :
More and more young black péople *

-are going to universities to leéarn
about businessand. what it takes to

He successful ... putting themsélves
in a position to help others."

Police Chief Dye says he also is
optimistic wg_: the attitudes of

B _\
i

young v_wnwu. He talks about the
younger generation ‘‘looking at me
and saying, 'hey, if this guy did it, 1
can do it.' They know, no question
about. it, that if they apply them-
selves, they'll make it.

“They can’t fight, smoke, aoﬂo and
expect to be happy one nn«. They
can’t allow the environment to come
down on them so hard that they give
up, because if they do, they become a
burden ofi thé black commivnity. ',

“In spite of: all ‘the grumbling, he
added, “I see a complétely differdnt
n:::no on the part cn young people,”

Bertia Mitchell, '8ni electrical eh-
gineef whd lives, in ;Champalfgn, wiis
ratded in inner-city Q._%no. the only
one in fhe housing project where she
reslded to attend collefe or obtain
“the academit. gorn.éE..n to ever
_aspire to E.v.::m.
. "“When wo:;?. overcome hurdles m.m
this nature — have; vnav_s perseciite
you, tell you you can’'t make it i~
then you . don't let -any individupl
stand before ‘ you and .n::xo: whiat
you cah or canpot: do.’?

Mitchell was the first Ennr female
to graduate!from the UT: College of
Engineering

“1 have encountered some emq

strange EnEa:.- here,’ she - sald, .

“People are now _&-..E forced to open
up their minds to things that nevér
existed before. Like 1 say, they don't
.give degrees in !nnr .-.o-:a_c o_._.
glneering."

“I have auﬁ&%& some of ém
academic possessions, you:could say,
and I'm able to share them in both
my personal environment.and social
environmerit also,

“I don't think the society we func-
tion In leaves us with a lot of an-
swers. I think it's going to take indi-
vidual soul-searching. The probleris
most of the time lie ‘within the indi-
viduals, problems that create the
negativenéss that causes people to
feel ;o.wﬁon _= v_ao.nu like Q::.:.
paign.: /

SUIt's “going .e .:._»9 people on n:
levels to start the soulisearching. But
-1 would probably start with the pro-
fessionals to pull something out on
themselves.”

-
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! Laundry,. 1104 N.

Ave., U, found. its

reginning with a wash

rub board and a de-

1 mother who sup-

or family of six.
were ‘the ‘days when

tk’ ““Gone With the
pots were used for
buttermﬂk ;and’ seda
d to remove rust, and.;
hot, soapy water was

ote for black grease.
the late. Mrs.. Arah
lton started taking in7
in her home back in
e layndry has ex-

ts services considera-;

s currently has con-

ith “large institutions:

University .of Ilinois,
‘Clinic, Chanute ‘Air
ase, Fort Harrison at
olis; Ind., and even II-
ite Umversuy, during
TEr..

ling to Mrs. Verma
who owns the laundry
with her husband Al-
sarly 25,000 sheets,
ith towels, 12,000 pil-
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ARAH SHELTON
.« » Started business

low cases and 10,000 wash
cloths are run th‘rough the
laundry here every week.

Tha,s voinme of washing,

.drying -and pressing, which:

would take - weeks with
normal-sized “household
machines, is. accomplished

o

with' the aid- of five 400-pound

flat press units for uniforms, a
shirt and a pants unit, and 35
employes to keep.all thls mov-
ing.

Mrs Shaelton )explamed the
workers can feed the pressing

in 20 ,m'nutes, and they ‘come
out: pressed, - folded and
stacked."

The other pressing un?its are -
used for “hospital uniforms.
Bulky towels, likKe the ones
used. for the Ul Intramural
Physu:al Educatlon Bulldmg,
are folded by . hand

‘Loved Her Work .
Mrs. Shelton recalled how

. her mother-indaw, Arah Mae,

loved ‘her’ work: ‘I’ve never

muist have loved the business.
If . she .could, she would have
worked ’til’ the day she died.
She said she would have made

- the dehverxes if. she could

drive.”
The late Mrs. Shelton, who
was 72 when she died. in 1973,

worked until Sept. 19 of that
‘year and died two months la-

washers, five 200-pound dryers,
‘three flat irons, a folder, three

e with about 100. sheets

seen & person like her. She

ter

‘grew up
iness.

third’ grade. She: re-

1940s. Since she ‘washed and

pressed ‘the’ studénts’ ‘personal

items; they ‘all. were ;marked
with -some. kind of identifica-
tion. "

“If we would ruin some-

thing, like shrink it, mother
would always replace it,” she
said.
' Mrs. ‘Shelton reportedly put
the . entite family to work
when the laundry business
first began. Even seven-year-
old ' Albert, the . ydungest,
started ‘the fire to heat. the
wash  water.” He' later made
laundry deliveries with his
wagon, and eventually with a
truck ‘when he was older.

he could expand the busmess. ‘

rcalls ﬁ@w Jaer mother did the -
laundry ‘for the UT sorority and °
:fratermty houses back in the

| Gs:"

Larger Laundromat

pxlt ‘a larger laundromat, o

The Albert -Sheltons have

been workmg in theplaundry'

work gets done

Shelton himself seems 1mpa-
tient to get things done. He
recently drove to Virginia just
to ship back a new clothes
dryer. He couldn’t wait for
any kind of shipment delay,
Mrs. Shelton said. ‘

- The Sheltons seem conte‘nt"
- with their present work load,
‘but”if they contract more’

laundry, another Shelton
Laundry may expand the pre-
sent ‘operation’ ‘someday, ac-
cording to Mrs, Shelton. '

i A fire destroyed, Mrs;. Shels
,' ton s first 'simple laundry 5€;
up in’ the garage at her
‘Urbana home.’ Undaunted ‘she
ook out ‘a. money loan and

A MRS VERMA SHELTON AT URBANA’S SHELTON L N R
.. .'has seen mother-m-law s hard work pay Off




B usmess

BY MARY KAY SWEIKAR
. News-Gazette Staff Writer,

Shelton Laundry, 1104 N..

Goodwin Ave., U, found: its
modest ‘beginning with a wash
tub, a. scryub board and a de-

termined mother Wwho sup-

ported her family of 5ix.

- Those “were ‘the ‘days when
the black "Gpne With the
Wind” pots were used for’
washing, buttermilk ;and soda
were used to remove rist; and i

lard and hot, soapy water was ;

the antidote for black grease.

Since the late. Mrs.. Arah
Mae Shelton started taking in

laundry in .her home back in
1942, the laundry has ex-
Da.nded its services consxdera-
bly. -

Sheltons currently has con-

tracts with “large institutions:

' like the ‘Unjversity of Illinois,

Christie ‘Clinic, Chanute -Air
Force ‘Base, Fort Harrison at
Indlanapohs Ind., and even II-
linois State Umversmy, during
, the summer.

? Accordmg to Mrs. Verma
Shelton, -who owns the laundry
Jbusiness ‘with her husband Al-
bert nearly 25,000 sheets,

000 bath towels, 12,000 pil-

et A -
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Honzons

'ARAH SHELTON
« « » started business

Jow cases and’ 10, 000" wash
cloths are run through the
laundry here every week.

This -vohime of washing,

drying and pressing, which’

would- take - weeks .with
normal-sized ‘household
maqhin'es, is accomplished

<

—

‘with the a1d of f1ve 400-pound
washers, five 200-pound dryers,
three flat irons, a folder, three -

flat press units for uniforms, a

shirt and a pants unit, and 35.

employes 10 keepall thxs mov-

Mrs. Shelton explamed the

wox‘kers can feed the pressing

stacked.

The other pmsirig units are
used for “hospital uniforms.

‘Bulky towels, liKe the ones

used. for the Ul Intramural

Physical “Education Bu11dmg,"

are folded by hand. .

Loved Her Work :
Mrs. Shelton recalled how

her mother-in-law, Arah Mae, .
- loved her work: ‘I’ve never
‘seen a person like her. She

must have loved the business.
If she .could, she would have
worked ’‘til the day she died.
She said she would have made

the deliveries if she could"

drive.”
The late Mrs. Shelton, who

was 72 when she died in 1973,
worked until Sept. 19 of that
year and died two months la-

Sun_dcy, August 15,1976 - -

ter.

Tenn the . late Mrs. . Sheiton
grew up ‘with the laundry bus-
1ness.

.Her daughter, Mrs. Frances
! Moreland be‘heves - “Mother.
must have. gone into fhe . Jaun-
. Ary every.day. of her life.”
machine with about 100 sheets:’
in 20 minutes, and they ‘come.
out ‘pressed, folded and i

Mrs: Moreiand said she was

Ajtramed ‘to-.iron 'a..shirt -every
three minutes by.the time she

reached thlrd grade. She. re-

calls how her mother did the °

laundry for the -UI sorority and -
fraternity. houses back in the
1940s. Since she washed and
pressed the students’ personal
items; they all were marked

‘with some. kind of identifica-

tion.

“f we would ruin some-
thing, like shrink it, mother
would always replace it,” she

‘said.

‘Mrs. Shelton reportedly put

“the entire family to work

when the laundry business
first began. Even seven-year-
old Albert, the youngest,
started the fire to heat the
wash water. He later made
laundry deliveries with his

wagon, and eventually with a -

truck when he was older.

.Wn‘,y-n\"'%
.

" i Larger Laundromat
‘A native of Covmgton,.

'ton s first simple laundry set

. A fire destroyed. Mrs; Shel:

‘up in the garage at ‘her
Urbana home. Undaunted, she
‘took out a.money loan. and
uilt a larger laundromat S0
‘she could expand the busmess.

.workload 'somewhat : and ‘en-
couraged the: hard- workmg
“woman - to take. on. more’ and
more custoiners. = .. '
The Albert ' Sheltons have
been working in the Jaundry
- since the '1950s. And as. Mrs.
Shelton explains it,- they stay
there each night untrl the
work gets done.
Shelton himself seems 1mpa-
tient to get things done, He
recently -drove to Virginia just
‘to ship back a new clothes
dryer. He couldn’t wait for .
any kind of shipment delay,
Mrs. Shelton'said. .
The Sheltons seem content
with their present work load,
‘but if they contract more"
laundry, another Shelton
Laundry may expand the pre-
sent operation’ someday, ac—
cording to Mrs. Shelton.

BJRS. VERMA SHELTON AT URBANA’S SHELTON LAUNDRY -
.. . has seen mother- in-law’s hard work pay Off ’
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”,_ " Morning Courier Staff _.. K
" Shelton ‘Laimdry Tric. -is-4
. " up-to-the-minute . business . that,

» et in-some wmmvmonm,.. remains: old
. fashioned. .

.

nois, .d:m:&o Aif Hﬂs.nm
‘Base, Scott Air:TForce Base, -
near- Belleville, and the U.S.
Army’s ¥t. mm:._mos. near Indi-'
inapolis. . - ;
Albert, Shelton, s_po bought

he. :laundry from his- mother:

LY

April 1972; obtained -the con-

o wv.‘gogo_ E:%:%

Take ‘the ,m,z Eo_Emm

. work.and" quality: service. ‘They. ‘{ract foi ogzﬁa. ga %:a

* provided- the foundation for the- year
. - Urbana laundry: when_it*dpened

“and so is the volume 'of busi-

- “They- closed ?m:. oé: Ecn.

' .36 years ago in a back %m& “dry. .plant. down at the. time,
- on West Eades Street. .. . -

: -~ -gdnd -they- sent out requests to.
The sefting is &mﬁ.%i&%: bid to 81 -firms, but we sent:
“in the only-bid,” mma Shelton.

ness. Yet'the principles-endure,; " The contracts for laundry

. ‘according to: H.H.mmaosn .2_82. service at Scott. and Ft. Harri-

Shelton. "~ - - ) ozu._.?os% healthy  supple-
“We' 2:6@ émsneo” do’ the” ‘ments *— about $220,000, EE:E-.
best-job in. the business;” he:lyifor the. Scott contract —

- said. “We want" S..:mﬁ “thes to- U of I business, some of
 quality: not only to stay in the" which Shelton’s first picked up
* field but_be above it .in order : during the 1950s. '~

.a washboard.. and a:large ‘tub

.-to- get the éozn_ and -keep the..
.. work.”.

Yo

_ clearly shows that! mrmzo:m is

5

Shelton, who still: handles
sales and contracts himself, al-
Shelton’s gmmsmmm now’ oper- ready is ¢ .éouﬁsm on some new
ates- inside a modern plant at’-business” in the event that the
1104 N. Goodwin Ave. The-com-- Air Force -would mwﬁ %s:
pany ‘handles . millions - of . Chanute, -
" pounds of laundry each year,::.fYou ‘can't stay S czmsmmm
and Shelton has landed a-hand-. if . you .. just rely on one ac-
ful of mi.nmﬁo 85:53& ‘count,”” he said. ‘of the $220,000
_contracts. " - EEm_ Chanute - laundry ' con-
Nevertheless, wr%a: still # ract.: .
members how- his mother, the i Having “obtained ’the Ha.mo
" late’ Mrs. -Arah’: Mae Shelton, “military contracts, Shelton’s in-’
used +to -stand - for hours- over __oc:% hasg mmmﬁoa ‘good serv-
ceto other clients and a-rela-
in hetr back - yard -~ taking> ré@ good wage to the. com-
"in all kinds of, Jaundiy- in oa wmaﬂ ' 45 laundry workers. .
ﬁo feed her six children. . “To qualify for the Scott Air
That {ub is -sitting in - Eo H.,S,oo Base contract, Shelton
rear ‘of the "current Shelton said ‘he agreed to pay union
" plant. It serves as.a H.m:::%__. prevailing ‘wages — $3.4L -an
no -.doubt, . of =6 ‘company’s . -hour ;= for laundry worker's
" humble beginnings. = i the 'St. Louis” metropolitan
Near the.tub, however, stand -'area. Furthetmore, Shelton be-
~five large Smmrﬁ.m :E_U can lieves that the need for close
-+ handle- 2,250 pounds of _mcs%w -supervision rises if. mEEou&mm
~ata time: Next- to’ them” are’ are not treated mmiw
.. three 10-foot-tall’ dryers; .each . :¢P’ve found in this _ocm_:mmm
‘of which.can accommedate 400 ‘that, if you treat the people -
?Ea?% wet" -clothing,. _Em - - right, pay them a decent living,
" kets and: on_o;o%_sm they - §= do. mo& so:r". he
A ‘quick tour “of “the: pla mma
mc._nn E_Emé contract %o-
ouf.of the family. ..E::&Q busi- cifications also play a major
ness.. It "has cma: mEom ?a ‘vole in.quality control, accord-
mm% 1970s, A ‘' ing to Shelton, who added:*
Instead, a fleet om six’ szowm “We must meet military
Bmwmm..%&« pick-up and deliv- standards, which’ are high. If
aQ runs to the University om you meet their standards, you

- Fades St.

"said Shelton, now a  youthful

. prerequisite -to laundry busi

.uozmﬁ a- used. wringer-wash-,

" washer, and the laundry family

-Within- two_years, though, the
‘garage in “which the laundry

can Emm_w m:wco% s.”

The laundry was doing mvozn
$100,000 worth of buginess a.
year in 1969, when a $195,000
loan, m:E.mimmm by the federal
m5m= Business Administration,
provided the capital to build:
-the north Urbana plant. A

At the time, Shelton’s:was’
" accepting virtually any kind of

“laundry business, much of it.

still coming from.families, fra--
ternity and sorority houses and
elsewhere on the U. of I cam-.

- pus.

. “We had no big contracts’
in those days,”, thé: company
president said.  ~“We  just
couldn’t get them. People ap-
“parently didn’t trust us, didn’t
think we would be mSEE Emn
-long.” - -

Mot only s Shelton’s msz
around, it is thriving and con- .
“stantly eem:&:m_.:m laundry
handling capacity ' E the Hu ,000
sq. ft. plant.

Recently, for examiple, "the
company bought " two  large

‘pieces of mﬁogmﬂ& folding

equipment. .
One mcvﬁ.mgm ‘known as a -

i-Jensen Neet Feed; opens up

sheets to full size before feed-
ing them into a large ironing
machine.

" At the other” E.a of the ma-
chine, a Jensen Folder has
‘been installed to expedite work
‘previously done by hand.

“It doubles the production on
this machine;” said Shelton of -
the new equipment,  more of'
which is o order.. . _

Shelton, whose sister, Fran- -
ces Moreland, still works at’
the laundry, bought the busi-
ness from his mother in April :
1972, “when things weren’t mo-
ing so well,” he said.

The late Mrs. Shelton ﬁ.&a?
_on to work for another uamf
She died in 1974

Mrs. Shelton came fo vasm
from Tennessee in 1923 and
ovmsma her laundry operation
in her back -yard at 1206 W.

“I've peen éozanm here for ||
as-long as ‘I can remember, |
after school and %E:m Em
summers wheén I was young,”

looking 43-year-old.
In those days, making your
own soap and bleach was a

ness. So the ‘vats of lye, foo,

were stored in the backyard.
Shelton said he remembers :

vividly the day that his mother |

er, a large technological -ad-
vance from the ga&s& Ev
and washboards. :

Next came a new Maytag

moved down to 1408 Eades St.

was located caught ' fire’ and
burned to the ground.

“We had.the building insur- '
ed, but nothing else” said Shel-
ton, “so we paid off what we
owed, and I went out and work- |
ed 83?:38 for a year or
mo " m

The - irrepressible - Mrs. Shel- |
ton went back- fo %Em wash .
in her yard.

"Since then, mzmzos Laundry _
Inc. has vmos oI an upswing,
and Albert Shelton said plant '
expansion is being considered. = |
.As for business, Shelion said |
a contract is being negotiated

. to clean meat-cutters® coats for !

the A & P supermarket chain.

$Nad Tk 2 A bt
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A Winning Business. Man

 Albert E. Sheiton of Urbana is a winner., The:
45-year-old Shelton, owner of Shelton Laundry inc.
in. Urbana, is the 1981 Illinois Smail-Business Per-
son of the Year. The local entrepreneur is a model

_ of tenacity — he and his ,3052.2»;& their firm

in their back yard, and he has since buiit the firm

into thriving business.

— Page D-2
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Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

A Public Service Sorority
SEVENTY-SECOND FOUNDERS’' DAY COMM m_sOmb;._OZ

In recognition of proprietors of Black Owned Businesses
we present to

Abest Shlbon

this certificate with sincere appreciation for your endeavor to
serve the community in which you live.
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Shelton Laundry-at. 1104 N. Good-
win Ave., U, has announced the ad--
dition of several new machines that
greatly increases the plant’s capac-
ity. . 5

The new items, mnoon&:@ to Edm.,.
ident Albert Shelton, are a Jensen
Neet Feed, Jensen Folder and+three
Channel Cook Dryers. P

Shelton said the .new :equipment
makes the laundry: ‘‘more 05&05
and competitve.”

“Just - one of the new »Sﬁo::n
capacity gas dryers does the work
of all five of the previous 100-pound -
capacity mﬂmwi dryers,’”’ . Shelton
said. . .

This oswc_mm‘ n:m laundry to dry
9,600 pounds of laundry-per hour.
The Jensen Neet ¥Feed and Folder
have doubled Shelton’s sheet pro-
cessing capabilities 8 mco_: aooc
sheets per hour. :

Shelton Laundry' is moonoa_:mn g
the -Joint Commission for Accredita-
tion of - Hospital ‘Requirements, -
‘thought to be the: only institutional
laundry in Illinois to be so honored.

- The laundry provides service for
the . University of Illinois, Chanute
Air Force Base, Fort. Benjamin
Harrison in .Indianapolis and sev-
eral other large institutions: -

Shelton also does the laundry for
‘many hospitals- and other busines-
ses in a 250-mile radius -of
Champaign-Urbana.

Mrs. Arah wrozos mﬁmzma the
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began taking-in laundry, and from'
- this small beginning-it has grown to.’
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»The- business now occupies 185, 000
- square feet, employes 45 persons:
and . has a fleet of six. delivery:
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African-American History:
Today and Tomorrow

The lifeline of any newsletter is the re-
action of its readers. Please help us
spread the word! Xerox and share this
newsletter with others. Send your com-
ments c/o Early American Museum, P.O.
Box 1040, Mahomet, IL 61853 or phone
217-586-2612. If you live in Champaign
County and would like to be included
on our mailing list, please call 217-586-
2612.More importantly, share in our
mission by writing and sharing your re-
‘flections of our local history. We need
YOU! ‘ )

Visit our website at:
http://www.prairienet.org/years
and
http://www.advancenet.net/~early

~

The Champaign County African-Ameri-
can History Committee gratefully ac-
knowledges both The Champaign-Ur-
bana Convention & Visitors Bureau and
Busey Bank for sponsoring the printing
of Through the Years.

Champaign-Urbana Convention &
Visitors Bureau ’ :\‘éf:
1817 S. Neil, Suite 201 <
Champaign, IL 61820  “hampipntttens
217/351-4133 or 800/369-6151
www.cupartnership.org

Busey Bank

Various locations throughout Champaign
County. For information about services call
217/384-4500 or visit their website at:
www.busey.com

The Through the Years newsletter is a semi-
annual publication of the Champaign County
African-American History Committee. Edi-
tor, Cheryl Kennedy; Graphic designer,
Cheri Mayberry; Writers, Doris Hoskins,
Frances Friedman, Sister Esther Matthew,
Erma Bridgewater.

Bulk Rate
U.S. Postage
PAID
Mahomet, IL
Permit No. 42

In Reco'gn’ition of
Committee Members
Through theYears:

Mary Alexander
*Carrie Banks
*Erma Bridgewater
Rev. Roland Brown
*Jean Burkholder
Mike Cain
*Nathaniel Dixon
Linda Duke

Joan Fortschneider
*Doris Hoskins
*Kathryn Humphrey
*Cheryl Kennedy
Cal Lee

* denotes active members

JILLINOIS

i e T

Hattie LeNoir-Price
Val Littlefield
Walter Matherly
*Cheri Mayberry
*Barbara McGee
*Estelle Merrifield
Charlotte Nesbitt
Walt Smith

*Hester Suggs
*Mary Grace Thomas
*Charlsie Tice
Preston Williams
*Barbara Wysocki
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Early Occupations

By Erma Bridgewater

From a transcript found at the Ur-
bana Archives, the committee discovered
the following occupations listed for Af-
rican Americans in 1870: farm laborer,
day laborer, barber, and teamster. Added
to this list in 1878-79 were: pastor, cook,
porter, mason, washwoman, gardener or
yardman, janitor, farmer, waiter, and plas-
terer. By 1900: domestic, hair dresser,
park and/or merchant police, coachman,
drayman, wallpaper cleaner, bricklayer,
carpet layer, white washer, and carpen-
ter. By 1912 there were a significant num-
ber of listings with the Illinois Central
Railroad. Several were listed as propri-

Above: In 1935 black health females were
trained and certified for Home Hygiene and
Care of the Sick by the Champaign County
Chapter of the Red Cross. This allowed them
to go into homes andprovide for the sick. Most
of these women provided home services for
wealthy white homebound or bedridden pa-
tients. Only in the major urban areas where
Negro nurses given full nursing degrees.
Minoriites were not admitted to local nursing
programs until the 1950’. This group} was
sponsored by the local black chapter of the
Elks. They are seen here with Edgarfharris,
an oficer in th#t Elks, who was, [ editor
and publisher of “The Illinois Times”, the
popular Black news weekly.

Right: The local black community played an active role in support campus events.
Students in the earlier years relied upon the “townies” as a support system. This
group of women from all walks of life - domestics, maids, cooks, local mothers, and
afew professionals - recognized the calue of education and organized to supply this

greatly needed service. ..circa 1941

etors of sho’?v shining shops, barber shops,
and hairdressing salons.

Some common employers included:
Doane House, Beardsley Hotel, St. Nicho-
las Hotel, St. James Hotel, Inman Hotel,
Griggs House, Sigma Chi House, White
Star Laundry, King Restaurant, Crescent
Cafe, McCormick’s Cafe, Big 4 Dining
Car, Swanell and Son Champaign Cream-
ery Company, Champaign National Bank,
and J.P. Grubb.

This is just a beginning, please send
us your recollections of early Champaign
County history.

Below: This certifi-

cate of completion

was discovered in pa-

pers of the late} Callie
© Glover

Committee Seeking
Photogrpahs for
Millenium Issue

The Champaign-Urbana Convention
& Visitors Bureau and the African Ameri-
can History Committee propose to pub-
lish a third newsletter this year and the
success of this special printing will be, to-
tally dependant upon your support! This
issue would offer a look at the African
American experience in Champaign
County through photographs that have
been shared by members of the commu-
nity like you. With your permission, this
information will be added to a growing
archive of Champaign County African
American history and may well be fea-
tured in future newsletters!

Again, we need your help! We are
looking for pictures that depict business
and church happening and milestones,
school activities, sports events, military
and/or legion activities, social and frater-
nal club activities, or family and individual
civic contributions. We encourage you to
bring your pictures and any backgfound
information you might be willing to share
with us to the Douglass Branch Library
on Tuesday, may 16th from 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. or to the NAACP Local Office
at 310 E. Bradley in Champaign on Sat-
urday, May 20th from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p-m. If you no longer live in this area but
have pictures and information you are
willing to share, please contact any mem-
ber of the committee or Cheryl Kennedy
at the Early American Museum, 217/586-
2612, to let us know you are interested.
Thank

f oy
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Many restaurants were operated as extensions to
residences as shown in this photo of “The Leopard
Room” which was located in the 400 block of Vine
Street.

Left and below: One of the most prominent black businesses
inthe cou@y during the late 40’s and fifties was Picken’s Plas-
tering. John Pickens, a skilled plasterer; was denied member-
ship in the local union even though he held a valid union card
from California. He decided to start his own nonunion busi-
ness training members locally and recruiting black plasterers
from Kentucky and Tennesse
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Shown are four advertisements for locally
owned black businesses, circa 1920-1940's. =,
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Black Owned Businesses

Just east of the Illinois Central Rail-
road tracks in the early 1900s was a tri-
angle shaped area bounded by First Street
on the east and Water Street on the west
that contained businesses owned by mem-
bers of the black community. They in-
cluded restaurants and a pool hall. The
Harris and Dixon Taxi Cab Company was
located in this area as well and catered
primarily to women who were cooks on
the campus of the University of Illinois.
These women had to be on the job at very
early hours in the morning; however street
cars were usually available to them in the
evenings when they returned home from
work.

Many hairdressers worked in their
homes with other businesses located in
homes as well. At this time there were no
parking requirements for businesses. One
such business was located at 503 E. Grove
Street in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Will
McDuff. It was known as the “Chicken
Shack.” It was open until late atnight and
was an ideal place to go after a party or
dance. In the 600 block of Grove Street
was a miniature golf course created in the
back yard of a home across the street from
what is now the Washington Grade
School. It became a good place for young
people to go on Sunday afternoon.

SHELTON
continued from page 2

stead of Chapter 13 — and by gathering
all of our assets, we managed to pay off

all of our bills. The building, which still

stands at 1104 North Goodwin, was worth
$750,000, added to that our equipment
helped us to clear all indebtedness. Our
mother always taught us the value of hon-
esty and integrity. To our family, the legacy
ended here but we will always remember
our status as the family who owned and
operated “The Shelton Laundry” from
1934 to 1986 — more than five decades.”




SHELTON
continued from page 1

West Eads and went to a vacant house
on the corner of 6% and Vine Streets

~where they would do the laundry. This

arrangement did not prove satisfactory to
Mother so we went back to the basement
at 1206 West Eads. Needing more space,
we moved to 1408 West Eads where there
was an old garage building which she
converted into a laundry. She and my

| . youngest brother Albert would go to

Chicago to negotiate with dealers and
purchase machinery. We had a wooden
washer that was motor driven and
mangles to sit down to use and hand
irons. At that time, we were doing work
for fraternities and sororities, plus
McKinley Hospital and the Illini Union.
In 1950, we had a terrible fire which de-
stroyed the garage, but with the help of
the insurance settlement, we were able
to put up a cement block building. We

~ had two more fires in 1953 & 54, but by

it being built of block, the damage was
confined to the ceiling and Mother re-
built and we continuedour business there
until around 1965.

Because of the increase in clients,
and the need for more space, Mother
went to the Small Business Association
in Chicago and was able to negotiate a
loan of 1/4 million dollars. With that we
purchased the building at 1104 North
Goodwin Avenue in Urbana. We started
expanding,the business doing not only
laundry}; raternities and sororities, but
continued doing the sheets and linens for
the Illini Union and McKinley Hospital.
It was still a family business encompass-
ing the help of all of us. In 1972, Albert,
who was Acting President, purchased the
business from Mother and was i instru-
mental in getting large contracts from
Chanute Air Force Base, Scott Air Force
Base near Belleville, the U.S. Army’s
Fort Benjamin Harrison near Indianapo-
lis, Indiana, and St. Elizabeth’s Hospital
in Danville. Mother continued to work
with us until her death in 1973. Having
secured all of the large contracts, newer
and more sophisticated equipment was
bought — no longer was it necessary to
measure soap and bleach — the comput-
erized equipment took care of that. A new
fleet of trucks with semis were added to

Martha

haul laundry to and from outside the Chi-
cago area. At that time, Shelton’s Laun-
dry was labeled the largest Illinois Com-
mercial Laundry outside of Chicago, Illi-
nois. We were very proud of that distinc-
tion but never forgot that it came about
because my mother was a very hard work-
ing individual who always wanted the best
for her children. Albert always said, “You
can’t get anything without hard work.”
I’ve always said, “no pain, no gain.” Pain
entertains a lot of doing without in order
to get. Mother didn’t mind that because
she knew how to sew, and made our
clothes. That saved a lot. She was very
frugal. Mother left us a legacy. It’s your
integrity, your honesty and how to put
whatever it takes to put it together to make
the most of it. She took an old black pot,

a washboard and an old iron and turned it

into a multimillion dollar business, so all
the credit goes to my mother and father,
Arah and Merritt Shelton. Father did his
part evenhthough he worked for the rail-
road. He died in 1972.

Our employees were a ‘melting pot’,
made up of Africans, Hispanics, a young
man from India (who later married into
the family), African Americans and
Caucasians. We were the first business to
hire the “Boat People” from North and
South Vietnam. Full wages and benefits
were provided for all. There was a break
room with the latest amenities, including
amicrowave. There were pop vending ma-
chines and a Canteen. Due to the fact that
we haé¢ government contracts, unan-

Frances

nounced inspections occurred often, one
inspector noted that our place of business
was always “spic and span”, and that the
floor was clean enough to eat off of.
Albert always insisted on it being that
way.
In 1981, Albert was selected the
1981 Illinois Small Business Person by
Phil Ramos, manager of the SBA’s
Springfield Office who said, “Shelton’s
accomplishments are a veritable Horatio
Alger’s story.” Albert in return credited
our mother’s hard work beginning with
a scrub board and big black kettle which
sat in his office — a reminder of the firm’s
humble beginning. Albert’s marriage to
Verma McNair in 1955 formed the basis
of a strong management team along with
other family members. The business grew
and began to penetrate the larger com-
mercial markets. By that time our em-
ployees had grown to 75, the bulk of them
Vietnamese and other minority individu-
als.

We did all bid work which included
all the local hospitals. We lost one or two
bids, but sometimes they came back.

In 1986, Albert found himself in a
“bid war” in Indianapolis, Indiana. Out
of that experience he was underbid and
we lost many contracts, so the business
began a downswing and we were forced
to close the-operation, and-to~declare
bankruptegy. We chose Chapter 7 — =

\_/

continued on page 3
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THE SHELTON LAUNDRY
1934 - 1986

By Doris Hoskins as told by
Frances Shelton Moreland

From a humble beginning in 1934,
the Shelton Laundry grew to a state of
the art “business,” spanning more than
five decades.

Frances Shelton Moreland, 76, tells
us her story:

“I was six months old when my par-
ents, Arah Mae and Merritt Shelton
moved to Champaign in 1923 from
Covington, Tennessee. In Tennessee, they
were farmers. In Champaign, Pop Shelton
worked for the Illinois Central Railroad.
Our first home in Champaign was in an
area called ‘Happy Hgllow,” near the rail-
road tracks. From there we moved to Pop-
lar Street (now called Phillips Drive) and
from there we moved to 1206 West Eads
Street in Urbana where the laundry actu-
ally started in the backyard and later in
the basement. I had three sisters: Ethel
mae Shelton-Jones, Mary Shelton-Jones
(both deceased), Martha Freeman and two
brothers, Merritt, Jr. and Albert (de-
ceased).

When the ‘crash’ of 1929 occurred,
many families found themselves in dire
financial crisis, and through the govern-
ment subsidies offered, we would stand
in line at a local site (a church at 5* and
Vine) to receive our share of milk and
other commodities. Because of disputes
as to who was first in line, my mother felt
that there must be a better way than this
to help support our family, so she decided

to start taking in washings, in addition to
doing laundry in the homes of families.
Since there was no form of public trans-

portation at that time, sh&fb walk great’

distances to and from those homes, sor
in 1934, she started bringing washings
to our home. It was our (the children’s)
job to pick up and deliver the laundry,

using an old-fashioned laundry basket
with two handles. Our first family to do
laundry for was Mrs. Morgan who lived
on South State Street in Champaign. We
graduated from a two-handled basket to
a wagon to put the basket on to pick up
and deliver. In the summer, Mother would
do the washings on the back porch using
the scrub board. The water was heated
in a large black iron pot which her father

AMERICAN HISTORY IN CHAMPAIGN COUNTY

Spring/Summer 2000

Counterclockwise from top:
Arah Mae Shelton, mother who
started the business; Shelton
Laundry, circa 1965; Albert
Shelton who bought the busi-
ness from his mother; the origi-
nal start-up equipment in the
home, circa 1934.

sent to her from Tennessee. She would
heat the water by placing the large black
pot on bricks and building a fire under it.
In the winter, the water was heated on top
of the coal stove and the washings were
done in the kitchen as we had no base-
ment to the house at that time. We used
the old-fashioned flat irons that were
heated on top of the stove to do the iron-
ing, then we graduated to an iron that used
kerosene and a pump to heat. Later on
when we had electricity in the house, we
were able to have electric irons and could
do better work with the American Beauty
Irons that weighed about 5 pounds. As in-
come increased, Mother was able to have
abasement dug and finished so we moved
our Jaundry operations to the basement.
We hung lines to dry clothes and did the
ironing there.

Mother had a dear friend named Car-
rie Burks who joined us, so we left 1206

continued on page 2



C,J&

L

i a .
& 1—5,@ %"’%J‘l\x«, ...;-v§.,,2

¥ %
NEP NG
5

g}vﬁsswg—.wmmwt%g

f
5




‘i-éase‘%{_fw‘ e,

sttt

4

<

i o

e

Lok VOA, St Cnihe CFior
[

e
] o d
. LI, S g%ms).,;dj

Ao e n b

£

s g Al

<o
i
-l

kit Bt im

e

A

L

X

CENN Y iR

L3



By wﬂ.au«%é{bg‘gﬂtfkhw 5““’ jw«%' ‘“‘Zi

L/“_E-”Jkptv.«wﬁf% ;
A\

3

o

\
f’f‘»’:'mﬁ!w /;/n}‘ 44

] .
| i
i;l
ettt b
T i -
W :
¥ §
H

e = e be Lottt [ L gt o . AL m" il

% D e £
A oy oa
&m A, 5 b A2 %’ , \ Q;\f., s k\;iﬁ; Ty
L
§

#

\_)\/&»‘vkw"\w ‘»«w,(mv«.‘s»,«%,} M G,,.‘M [N N TN Ak £ W o M:.._Qﬂ_m W&“ ml %u%

\_j‘t-ﬂi.,}.




¢ s 1

. . A . ) {
g L . e a ; .
i!;w“‘él_;:ﬁ,,‘&;{&}/,j"v - A ] Y N . . r/ 2 U""*—& R

0;.,“

\,4(( M:jﬁ,w u%,mmw

LA Ad o B s d

: t

! (,,ka ..... ’ ,,.q_s-’

; -
ﬂ M*‘}”’ij & Mw( Aok ST RS W ; ‘
( T

&x‘{wﬁ«:{w»& T S

!

,{')"" ol e e w J T {J‘I ‘""‘-ua:'\wﬁw b‘“"‘" > 'L»&,.i "/%Q)‘\. ,.““LM—J‘«

é""‘i«.«"" ‘iﬁr«%‘wxﬁf’:vé‘




\-zfi/{nw» CL A

LY
A A g M“AJ&, AR S e

G

;’I' At s, 8 7’7’(3,&.{&&,};’&&61#&‘,1@_& o

/o & .

3
3 A A
Llibon e, W4
7

Lp

i j m ‘-\w

ey <5

74
WIS B W

, : i v
',"x,‘ % g ) . ’ ) | o,
Eo ke A 4 et be 30 - we 1742

1
RN, ey A%

Ay

;Lyé.ﬁ-_—'ig&\ »

2 a A - j‘u"ﬁ
- ? = émg‘ ‘L&M S 4 Uert ha 7 Lt g
’vé /j\"’"‘a"(’? ,’?:/n‘ ot > ‘ i - o )
¢ e J
; .

Aaon Sfs ks




s o N s S Lty
ﬁiﬂiﬁuﬁd@){%wﬂmﬁ o bRttt JMN m:‘*?!f««zf\.i»«f»\

P 2
e e i3
e ‘he, 14 bt

J -

Ad)

%,

1
L 7

it ot

o
)

P ,
ettt it doth by CAALS




{L”J :-é & & i .
D “{B""—”‘-““—’&‘Jmﬁ

R S

&
L Arhd, o o
H




S m:z "p% saved. She was very ﬁu%i

o, = o T W K 1 e
ioilars o put in a savinge account. Mother ;:f: us aleg :
- % pie g Feu 5 ,.‘ pES T
1y and how 1o put whatever it fakes to put it fogether to maks the most of . Moth
tonk 2n nld bia t 5 wach Aﬂgrﬁ and an old iron. turned # inte 2 mulit-million dollar
s 2 O C'{ BO-, 4 Washooard ang an o0 wron, Tmng Tt 0N OO

ess. So all the credit goes o my Moiher and S*u;pzmnu, he did his part even though
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bankrupt and my prother de iz'rad bankruptcv. We got L,naﬁ*er 7. and muﬁ all our debts.
g ays taught us that we make g bill, we pay it ¢ 1ot take the 13.
he huidmg was worth 3750,000. And it's stilt SMndmgw WL %’oﬁ‘éﬁ"} % oas gas tanks,
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Hiinois. Shelton’s Laundry was labeled as the largest Hiinois Commerciai Laundry
cutside of Chicage. Tt was 2l because my Mother Was a very hard working individuel
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T
ed here when I was 6 mos. 0ld, my mother is
1 ¥
L

'-miwh ai Ai “'i‘: father was Memi Siaﬁﬁﬁﬂ, had 3 sisicrs and 2 L,;.Uuli‘;j.ﬁ’ iy
ai Mae Shelton-Jones, deceased; Marv Jones, deceascd, Martha Freeman,
3 ]

and my b*e&srs were, Merrit, Shelon, Ir. and Albert, deceass :V'Lfrit. Jr.ltvesin
California. My parents came up from Covingion, Tennessee, mev had lived there most of
their Hvag ﬂﬂe}' farmed thers and my qtpn_{:ar}*ar moved op here zfter mv f2 her, which

S d..r- ax i e vaii Ll &L AR 2~=1) L‘LJ
as M. Brooks, and we have been here ever since. OurHfst home was in C?"mnazgn, n
w ce thev calied “Happv Hollow”. Affer that we *nm’ed 1o Poplar Street, which is now

)

Catled B ’;4 'ps Drive from there we moved to 1206 Wesi Eads Sireet, Urbana ihat is
where the laundry actually starfed. My mother, after a fow vears there, she went to 1408

o e rreo

19 ~t
18, TG in here she moved to 18085 South %.:m.amSCn, Urbana and that wWag

Y 3 T Toie
W ssiﬁaaa, Urba

e

her last home. Pop Shelton died in 1972 and he worked for the Ilinois Central Railrcad.
Crash in 1929 - back then there were no cars or busses; vou had o walk
EVERYWHERE. An old church on the comer of Grﬂe & 5% Strests new church ;izere

] LT 467, I

[OW, 1079 old one down}, i cjv' hiad what they called “Miik Lines”, one had o stand in line

:;d other commodities that they were giving, pcapie s‘;arzed fi g iing as ioc whoe
ins a;;é Mmﬁm ur'w- % Eike that and thought there was a betier way. There
d to start taking in washings, no cars or busses back

g T A rdtamn rg:,qaura."‘f or o woman i et 12 !J’Pd At ey Sepiaafiald

He 5
L3k LBRERE .....‘LJL ik YV ARAL DAAaRE LSS WAEELCiEl eidest 23 b RARL RS }.JL.L_;A..\_ ELEV-S

about two ?*;o East of Prospect, and Mother would walk from 1206 Eads Street ¢
riﬂprp <z she was iﬂnﬁ‘p_nt‘_'ﬂpqq telhing this womean about her v{h rvnf inther staried m

1934 thereabouts in bringing washings into the home. Remember her using the

ﬂﬁmarr{ we had a coal stove she would heat water in the winterfime on fop of this coal
siove, in the summer she would heat it in this old black pot that her father sent her fom
Te ”m&see She would use that and a scrub board. First family we ever did washings for

=g
-

-was a Ms. Morgan who lived on State Street in bhw’ﬂya;fﬁi we would walk there and
back with the laundry, wit h an old fashioned laundrv basket with one on sach handle.

ihen we graduated to a wagon and put the laundry in the basket on the wagon and pull &t

home. In the summer Mother would do her washings oui on the back porch in me
smmmer, in winisr in the kitchen becange there was no hasement o the houge at that fims.

P34 e L0 ~f Wale 80 VALY LAASLATA

Beiore that we used those ¢id fashioned irons, the kind you heated on top of e siove,

then we gradaated to an iron that you’d put kerosene or some tvpe of oil z’p it and vou had

i & 10 Tum 3 S |

W pnmp i u, but if Yo U sioWwed SoWn OF mGykma ¥ou'a 'd have to PUIp it agam in. We moved
“om there and some of the verv best frons that were made were calied the American

Beauty it was about 2 five pound iron. B},’ then we had electric, 5o wers able to do this
work better. After Mother was abie to have a basement put i at 1206, mp weni down 10

u-AJJiii wviihe A el ¥ 2L 2igT o,

hosement and did the mreghzngq & ironing. Minther had a VETrY dear frignd. by the
-

Hgis &F C’“ﬂ‘i" Rurks ) che came 111 we lefi there for a Htfle whilec and went overic a

vnoant honge on the corner of 6° & Vine, tbe: would do laundry there. Mother wanied

CQ

somstiung a b*i iarger, but Mrs. Burks wasn't in for ,;za; so they more-or-less parted
vs. Airs. Burks went home and she had a small laundry in her garage, so mother went

=
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phus MoKinley Hospital and the Tini Union. In 1950, we had a terrible fire which

Ey ~ &

destroye” thz zarage, but with the help of the insurance settiement, we were able to put

= L EET o % = - g o Pl o - - -
up a cerment block building.  We had two more Sres in 1953 & 54, but by it being buili
P P T NP SRR - SR [ W SRR 1 Aindher rennlt that and @
Tf DIOCK - W8 Lamiage Was CONimey 0 108 oCumg — 80 Mother revwmlt thai and we

AV

Hbvite L.».LL.LLL a5 uuqh— L2,

T anawega ~F tiam femmamn I 15 +, 1 3 £ T roend
Zecauss of the micrease m CUSHIS, ang NG Nneey IGr mors Space, BIGusy wWeiit 10
Es) 53 PYIS-PPy o 2. Y s 3 ~F i/ +3ts
e Smalf Bugin %sozzatﬁﬂ in Chicago and was sble to negotiate 2 loan of ¥ Million

dollars, With that we purchased the building at 1104 North Goodwin Avenue in Urbana,
Sine th

the business doing not only family lanndry, fraternity and sororities

but continued doing the sheets and linens for the THlini Union and McKinley Hospital.

was stili 2 family business encompassing the help of afl of us. In 1972, Albert, who was
Acting President, purchased the business from Mother and was insirumental in geifing

in Harrison near Indianapols, Indiana, and St

wi 5% : . 337 Ty e Fmmtia e
Eizabeth’s Hospital in Danville. Mother continued to work with ns nntil her death in

-

" 1973, Having secured all of the large contracts, newer and more sophisticated equipment

was bought — no Ionger was it necessary to measure soap and bieach — the computerized

% -

equipment took care of that. A new fleet of trucks with semis were added o haul laundry
i and from outside the Chicago area. At that time Shelton’s Laundry was labeled the
largest Iilincis Commercial Lauvndry outside of Chicago, Iilinois. We were verv proud of
that distinction but never forgot that it came about because my Mother was 2 very hard

PIS L S ndeeraes > am . P o3 s P P T PP I 1 S
g individual who always wanted the best for hildren. Altbert always said “you

4 et s 4] T ned wrnels PO [ 130 . e W :
can’t get anything without hard work” Dwe always said “no pain, no gain.” Dain



S
nAn
frst fzmily, to do laundry for, was forgan who Lived on South State Strestin

Champaign. We graduated from a two-handied basket 10 2 wagon 1o put the baskst on fo

pick up and deliver. In the strmmer, Mother would do the washings on the back porch
using the scrub board. The wa i wvich her fait

sent ..»'J .ﬂw}: T”.Cuﬁ J. TECSEEC.

ila o Txraeat # rredoes trrog G
iE IO WIRIOL, TS Walsr Was &

o, % ek 3 + Tratrts t
3 Ve ana Tt X N ¥ 2 LNy ¥y ¥ ¥ e
stove and the washin: 28 Were 4ong in the kitchen as we had

n when we hagd electricity in the house, we were able 1o have eleciric irons and couid do

mcreased, Mother was abie fo have a basement dug and finished so we moved our
iaundry operations to the basement. ‘We hung Hnes o dry the clothes and did the roning

L I g
her had g dear friend nam

went back fo the basement at 1206 W. Eads, needing more space, we moved to 1408

L

West Eads, where there was an old garage building which she converted into a laundry.
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| She and my voungesi brother Albert would go 1o Chicago 1o negotiate with dealess and
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