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By JOHN E. ERICKSON
Lindsay-Schaub Newspapers

. Editorial Writer

AMERICANS are rapidly be-
coming a nation of city dwel-
lers 'and America is rapidly
becoming ~a nation of sick
cities, There are few subjects
exposed to as much discussion’
today as the many ills of the "
metropolitan center. And 'yet '
there are few areas where '

genuine solutions to problems';

are as little eyident
‘The problems of .the metro
politan area come to a focus.
in the heart of the city—the
downtown., Downtowns are
generally reliable indicators
of the health of the entire city.
What then ‘are the charac-
teristics of a healthy down-

t how does

some  an-

. Charles Cente

‘ ‘pép'égp:_!)'se'd' om éeri_a] view of downfnwn Baltimore.

o, The fact that planning as
\public activity is inextricably
| tied to politics is often ignored
or' ‘misunderstood. There is
k no single ' factor that
ore often prevents down-
wn projects from coming to
uition than a failure to un-
erstand the . political pro- |
ses at work in the particu-

city. '
owntowns consist to a high
! rée in business and other
‘eommercial  establishments.
'And yet the public’s activity
‘“downtown redevelopment
volves political decisions. Tt
- therefore imperative that
| ' @accord 'be 'reached between
L | public and private - interests
rative 'in' the downtown

=

h Corporation of Chicago,
ed special emphasis on
& ,

a B‘,;:w otted  ge-
I downtown side-
walks, cleanup :week; master
plans, urban | ‘remewal - and
downtown _redevelo ¢ et
yet al 7e e
little s 1ge as a.

measures. .

A HNT S A i Ddiis
However, even the best plan- be maintained.

: me: - ning will be to no avail if pes- ~ The value of establishing
There can' be. little quarrel ' ple ‘are not ready for and ‘de- 'public ‘policy before getting
with the fact that significant sirousof change, - info any actual projects is
change in ity can' come, Kostritsky * described " the shown in the example of one
ahout. onl sthe, result of consequences of an unwilling Central Illinois city,
concert ned effort, But public in the middle-sized eity. . The city was faced with the
too many cities are heavy on' Ty Ithaca New York, and An- DProspect of losing a major
anning ‘and ‘light on the “napolis, Maryland; ‘downtown downtown department * store.
‘ t plans had Been After some negotiation ' the

effort. Every city worthy of. redevelopment plans.
the name has a planner and geyeloped and work
h ; WHO oun, ‘But “as a rejsﬁiff"g‘_é
doesn’t have a drawer full of _change in local go%/‘emme;ntgn
work stopped overnight. . g i

where is 'the planner  who

plans of the downtown of the
future? But not much change

comes and the Same old prob. « Policy Goals

is a clear u
 effec- Dpart of

W e second prere
not lie in the revltpwgggt okl

Fo 0

e- 'store agreed to build new fa:
y cilities downtown rather than

move fo & suburban shopping
' center if it‘could get the prop-
“er downtown site, " :
4o . Well, thd story has a happy
wn  ending—forthe §tore, The city

i

,‘.|

i rtment store

; this fact.
1 ; LB ®Any | downtown program
planning can be characterized must be inyolved in politics,”
by the dual qualities of cons|:he Baid. e AR
‘Regarding downtown proj-

tinuity and flexibility. In (()grlil:
words, planning is not some- . Nelson said: “None have
ed very well if they

thing that takes place on B
and  then vemains unchangd®| eult nvorved a high _de-
'gree’ of cooperation between

It is a continuous process, i

As needs change and situa- | : ‘ : g
tions develop that were npt; ]:g%lsti,(,:al and business inter
anticipated  the original plan! T 7 ! : : i
will have to be modified. But ' ©OX pointed out that many
these moditications need not u.gspeetts of do:vntown__ prOJecdtis

; ihen o not guarantee any immedi-
weaken the downtown sinegy hately. recognizahle return in fi.

the basic. policies remain jyily «mancial terms for the business-
changed. ij ';nan err
ef?el;?i‘fgft théisﬂlamégﬁ’stt?%?; ;:';".19713 therefore necessary, he

for ‘‘businessmen  to
»i‘nemt take an unselfish -
(o T PR i 1 e

adapt to changing community | $a1¢
needs brings up another pr







ouncil meeting, ano;
Pg.gfhejobvﬁitbm

R‘
,: W : Cl Only Barri
Way Cleared %575
B R ey ] S
I'0r henewa i g, o A S
- Ing contract was theonly rri

S Sea
ToProceed  =smei*e
'~ Federal policy has been that
By David Witke Patfﬂt lthcould not be approved
% g un e Champai
&Eshiil;p?;f; h;lse g?lgeg.‘a con-Housing Authorityp a§3 t}?em;neg
rnment in the cit Sdersy’ gov eral housing authority had sign-
eed up approval of ifsffﬁiﬁ,f,‘if’d contracts for all public hous-
newal application, City Mana"{:i%htgrog:ctb ;nl S
Browning announc- :

. must be contracted before . - ACceptable sites for the pub-

rt 1 of the applicati c have been i
approved. Pp¥ration can to federal officials. b

‘hampaign will pe allowed tc . 2+ The Housing A i

7 ¢ § uthority

gl o Fat, 1, B el ot

s earing on the plan, in opted resolutions agree-
prepare Part 2 before the 28 07 the number and location

?'hc housing contract is actual- * the units.

f‘gned - Part 1 will then be approved
owever, the contract for the 204 the city will be allowed to

lic housing : with the public h
signed before the lctfy 111?; Changes resulting from f:g:;fg;
@t Part 2 of the applica- . hearing will pe incorporated

: x info the renewal plan and sub-

e concession mitted as Part 2 of the 3
could mean tion, for £ : ca:

‘ﬁ”tmlx;'gd in Champaigy O tor final approval.

© under way 30 to gp, A delegation of cit ia
 sooner than otherwise pos. |Tecently visited‘?%]' 4 O&imtlﬁ
> OF about the first of the |Tequest that the federal offi
tract. >

 be a feel-
ing among - residents
of Champaign - Urbana that we
studentsare not interested inthe
preblems of the Community. The
Student Council of McKinley
Foundation is a group of under-
graduates and graduates who
direct the student - oriented ac-
tivities at McKinley. At the risk
of revealing our interest in
Champaign - Urbana, we would
like to call some attention to a
great need in the community
and to an excellent way in which
that need can be met.

The need concerns low and
middle income rental housing,
the lack of which is great at
present and will increase when
the Champaign Urban Renewal
program gets under way. The
solution fo the problem is simply
to build more housing, and to
this end the federal government
has provided a means for fi-
nancially assisting private non-
profit housing. The 1965 Housi

Act contains a section 221-d-3|
which enables non-profit organ-
izations to obtain government
mortgages at 3 per cent interest
and payable in 40 years. :

For over a year now, rep

" sentatives of several local|

jchurches have been meeting
with the Champaign Human Re-
lations Commission; in early
September of the past year this
group decided to start on a
church - sponsored public hous-
ing program with a mortage
from the federal government.
Briefly, the proposal is that the
interested churches and service
organizations of the community
would form a non-profit corpor-
ation. This ‘would be done for
two reasons: (1) to remove from
the churches any financial lia-
bility for the program; (2) to
make a 221-d-3 mortgage avail-
able for the project. The mem-
ber churches and organizations
'would have equal representation
'on the corporation’s governing
board. A nationally recognized
not-for-profit organization. Ur-
banAmerica, has bheencontacted
to be consultants in the tech-
nical aspects of the program.

What is lacking at this time
is an initial committment and
financial  involvement to get
the project started. The Steer-
ing Committee on Interfaith
Housing, as it is called, now
includes eight local churches:
Wesley Methodist, Bethel AME,
Friends Meeting, First Congre-
gational, Mount Olive Baptist,
McKinley Presbyterian, West-
‘ minster Presbyterian, Unitar-
ian Universalist; together, they

A COURIER Tuesday,

ges True Commu

nity Interest.

in the community; (2) two per-
sons to serve on the governing

board; (3) its own share of the

$25,000 fund. No further com-
mittment is necessary, although
there will hopefully be a con-
tinuing interest in the program.
Once this is done, the project
will function effectively on its
own.

We, the Student Council of
McKinley Foundation, feel that
the churches and service organ-
izations are especially well suit-
ed, and perhaps uniquely so,
for initiating this sort of action,
as they have traditionally been
committed fo helping people, at/
home as well as abroad. The

Presbyterian Church in 1966 call-
ed it the Church’s responsibility |
“to participate actively in the;
provision of decent low - and
rate - income families, us-
eral assistance pro-
grams, such as those for moder-
ate rent housing and elderly
housing.” We strongly urge those

3 {churches and individuals who

have not as yet committed them-
selves to this local mission to do
| so before the March 2 deadline.
Those persons who are not af-

General Assembly of the United! !

L e
~— THE NEWS.

f Champai
UR Spee
Is Approy

_Champajgn city of
ceived confirmation ¥
that federa] authoritie;
proved a plan expectec
30't0 60 days off the
qun‘gd to get Urban
‘Pm‘]ect One into oper
_ City Manager Warre
Ing  said Wednesday

‘from A. Dean Swartze
al director of urban

(gave partjal approval {
bresented to top  fede
cials  in Washington

Weeks ago by city offi
| Federal approval cle
jway for the city to hold
lie meetitng before the
some 30 to 60 days -soor
anticipated, Browning s
definite date for 'thgc

has been set.

Earlier Needs

Previously, the fedex‘A;
ernment had required a
of plans for the 120 u

publi¢ housing and sigr
a cqntract as a prerequi
holding the bublic meet;

In Swartzel’s letter; ho

th a church or whosehe stated the city  wor
officially involved #llowed to hold the public

but who nevertheless feel an'"S after information as
obligation or an interst may still ‘®/ection for the pubiic
be a part of the program. We @1 been submitioq 4
suggest that they and any others °"dition ‘was a resolyti,

issue, contact their minister or
the chairman of the Steering
Committee, whe is Hugh Nourse,
356-8604. We also have a set of
questions and answers describ-
ing the project in much greater
detail which we will be happy
to send to all inferested per-
sons. :

We strongly urge Negro and
White, Christian and non-Chris-

g ;)roving these it 7
who may want to discuss this ; sl
y “hampaign City * Counci

he Champaiqn County
ousing Authority,

Plans are currently
rawn for the 120 units ¢
¢ housing. Sites for the
2, both the 6o units
id 60 outside the projec
ve been selected, but r

al approval has been .
et Meeting '

Dnce this approval ha;

‘ained a public meetir
work a common | Scheduled.
reat problem in‘ft.‘{“ the public meetin
bana, Then w: intil approval will I
hessod 4 d g)ed and the Part Two,
s plans will be pre
Wning - said the Par

LARRY CHACE 5 i, o col !
P , Student Coungll, tion of the mizfxstgst
McKinley Foundation Jic meeting, had Be
. Ruling Elder, 1y completed.
McKinley Church tcording to Swartzel
: i the ecity will be allos
Y,submit the Part Two pla
|er the contract for the
jhousing has been signeq,
ithe Part Two plans haw
|@pproved the city ‘will |
|gible. to enter into a Loz
Grant contract with the
{al government to provide
for the project.

—

tian, residents and students to

have pledged about $16,000.
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wal Project hey

' re the|of the possibility of a joint city-|plaining that he feels “it is still
vhzsts uvl;: are umversI;g;s urban  renewal pro-|too prem’gture to make an b
ng in an or-|gram in the campus area. = |comment ‘
our plans,” This project, which w ould“

| |make property available for or-
of (derly educational developmen
t-{by the university, would

i d| pursue this one,” Wlkoff feels that “The blggest “The umverslty is ° own
wbﬁt;heléegewgsegg:ﬁy p%ouncﬂman Vlrgﬂ Wlkoff saxd question mar}k in the whole pos- |have at least preliminary int;
| cauti but assured that the|“l'r ; sibility hes in whether or nqt tt{mvsuch a plan, as unis

v il areful 1 ! t, ‘ “except|the officials reportedly initia
B ) 0 ol m{ h ihG e i

resent discussions.
As Wikoff pointed ou
redits

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIERI

TUESDAY, MARCH 29"
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Set April
Meeting Wi
UR Offmal

Champaign city officials wﬂ’lf
meet with A. Dean Swartzel of
the Chicago regional office of
the Urban Renewal Admlmstraf
tion April 6 in Chicago o dis-
cuss the additional documenta-
tion required in order to ]ocata
60 units of public housing in #
urban renewal project 1 are‘m
i here.

Swartzel's office rejected the
first Champaign urban renewalf
plan saying more documentation
would be needed to show all
other sites in the city would not

friday, Aug. 19, 1966]







Stratton Threatens To Sit-In
To Block Moving Of Hous

By HAL ALEXANDER

News-Gazette Staff Writer:

Champaign City Councilman|*
Kenneth Stratton again' lashed
out ‘at house moving to the
North End Thursday, this time
threatening to block the passage
of a house “‘by sitting in a rock-
ing chair in the middle of the
street.” .

Stratton was specifically refer-
ring to a house being moved
Thursday morning from the 100
block of East Springfield to 803
‘N. The house is being
movi y Max Henson, whom
Mayor Emmerson Dexter com-
plimented only a few weeks ago
for his «*‘interest and concern”
thp the housing shortage in that
gection of the city.

Stratton called for a revision
of the, present house moving
ordinance and alsc proposed an
open oceupancy ordinance for

introducing

p—

THURSDAY, AUG: 18, 1966, 1966,
THE NEWS GAZETTE

the city.

He defined his feelings as
‘angry -and disgusted’”’ and
czlled the defense of the pres-
ent housing code by the mayor
“a sin and a shame and any
other adjectives I can think of.”

The mayor, he said, had de-
fended the present policy by cit-
ing the housing shortage in that
section of the eity.

“It seems only obvious that
when people neéd houses they
move into the houses, not have
the houses moved to them.”
Asks Fee Increase ;

Stratton called for an increase
m the amount of fee for house
movmg, presently $25, saying
that figure couldn’t even pay
the expense involved in planning
2nd stationing a police officer
with the usé’ to direct traffic.

He said he would consider
open occupancy
ordinance Jto‘ e council: along
the lines of those he said were
working well in other cities.

In addition to other criticisms,

Graatie Hilohes by P.obert A b"eu
HOUSE MOVES ON ITS WAY TO NORTH OAK STREET
« «« councilman is angry mth Mayor Dexter

| sandwiched between ‘tworexmv

N-URBANA COURIER Wednesday, Oct. 5, 19

Champcugn Counctl

By Dean Meadors

A proposed ordinance to re-
trict random house moving in
hampaign was tabled Tuesday
night by the Champaign City
Council until more time and
consideration could be given to
the measure.

- The ordinance would prevent
any house mover or individual
om moving any building plan-
ned as a residence to any lot
here a dwelling already exists.
The measure was initiated by
PCouncilman Kenneth O. Strat-
~ fon, who strongly opposes the
- Imoving of any houses into North
{Phampaign.

| “I think we need more time

.....

an Ralph A. Smalley told
e council, “and I move we
ke it under advisement.”
| Minutes  after  Smalley’s
ction was approved, the sub-
Stratton said the house was be- ect came up again when the
ing moved fa the urban renewaliounci] gave approval to two
area and eventually have fo -"pplications by the Genzel
purchased by the city and d, "House Moving Co. to move a
strayed. garage owned by Alfred C.
Shipley from 1108 N. Neil St.

“Is this an attempt to- pm _tee
from urban renewal?” he asked,’
He offered no answer to to 303 W. Tremont: St., and a
question. :

Stratton said house mo
of this sort is ‘‘an attemp
perpetuate and enlarge
ghetto.” 5 -

““Inadequate Lot' v
The house would, he said, hq

Both actlons were approved
by the Council over ‘“no” votes
| by Stratton.

The Council then moved on to

ing houses on an inadequ 1o
on an unpaved street 500i5.eet‘
from a junk yard. i ’

“Hardly an ideal Iocatm ¢
move a. house,” Sq'atf
clared. 5

Stratton placed all re,j

the council.

“Motions of *

ever, are prone di,_ ;
of second,” he said. .
“It's time for the cdamﬂ to
act, and if they won't do it
then it's time for the citizens
affected 1o protest,’ he sald 1
Stratton said th:
did not call fob_

1o consider the measure,” Coun-

Change Table

other matters, but S
brought the subject of hi
inal ordinance restricting
moving up again near {
of the session.

“House moving in Char
has become a very seriou
ter,” he said.

“Just take a drive up
Street sometime and tur
Washington and see for
selves. You'll find 50 to, 1i
playing in the street 1
adequate parks or facilitie

‘To move more house
the area would be sim
create slums,” he said.

Stratton also charged
moving ‘“runs contrary
Council’s own urban r
program. We must show
consideration to the peo
ready living in this o
area.”

In other action, the C

—Accepted and approv
bid of $13,108.20 by the
paign Asphalt Co. for t
largement of city parki
“J” at 6th and Healey
on the University of
campus. The enlargeme
proyide 43 new parking
in addition to the 38 existi:

—Directed the Norther
nois Water Corp. to inst:
fire hydrants, most of whi
be located in the city’:
and south areas.

—Followed plan comr
recommendations to giv
plat approval to an area
Stratford Park Subdivisios

—Authorized the takir
census of areas annexed
city between July 1, 19¢
Sept. 30, 1966. City M
Warren Browning explair
52 areas involved would |
veyed at a cost of $.10 p
son living in the annex
ritories, but the city wo
eligible to receive appro:
1y $6 p son from the
Motor Fuel Tax Fund.













B'y TONY BURBA
‘News-Gazette Statf Writer
The Champalgn Ctlrt!y Cogn:g
Tuesday evening 'authorize
application for $122, 355 in federal
funds for continuing Surveys. and
plans for urban renewal in the
northeast: ‘neighborhood.
s 51, with Council-

executmg a loan and grant con-
tract with the federal govern-
ment

. The planning funds are an ad-
vance on the total:funds event-
ually expected from, the fed-,
eral government when fin al‘
approval of renewal is. recelved \
Is Appropriate

JColmt To
| Gef Hearing

Rev A. W. Bishop, a leade

FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 1966.

THE NEWS-GAZET

T‘ ok ko k-

= Text Of Lette

' Reiecting

UR P hﬂSES :

“Confirming your telepho
conversation of March 7 wi
Mr. Fieldhouse, the Part 1 A
‘plication for loan and grant f
the Northeast Project No, 1
not acceptable for processin
T The binders are being return

The  council alse reafﬁrmed a .aet the opposition to urban re- under separate. cover.’’

man SeEIy Jolmston opposmg

the measnre S

‘The appmved repre—
sents an increase over the $105,-
549 Ol‘lm called for. Mayor
Emmerson V. ‘Dexter said the in-
crease was planned to maintain

the two exxstmg urban renewal nun
offices in case of any delay in|
,——_——_H—

prevmusly expressed - opinion |
that the area planned for re-!|
newal 1s “appropriate’” for an
urban renewal project, t hat
féderal funds are needed, and
that a ieasmle pmgr:m of com-

can be” workeafout
When the ' clerk called for
Johnston's vote on the ordin-
ance, the councilman noted that
he yoted against urban renewal
when it originally was proposed.
“T see no reason to change that.
I vote no,” he said. ’
The council also authonzed’
the release of $1,500 to the
Champaign County Economic
Opportunity Council as the city’s
share of support for the coun-|
cil.

The city in the past has pro-
vided accounting services for the

nance costs. The $1,500 will take

Elght chureh!s ha?ae piedged
a total of $16,900 for a low-rent
|housing project to be sponsored
by the Interfaith Steering Com-
'mittee on Low Cost Housing.

The committee has set $25,000
as the goal it needs before it

'can proceed with plans for the!

221 (d) 3 project.

Churches which have pledged |

|funds to the project so far are
\Wesley Methodist Church, Beth-
'el AME, the Society of Friends,
First Congregatlonal Church of

, Mt ,hve Baptlst

ledge&

$400 to 35000 and about nine
other churches are “seriously
considering” pledging funds to

council &s its share of mainte-l\
|

e place of that service.
thMef)vor Dexter noted the EOC‘
1programs are in “pretty high |
|gear” and he expects them to
“pay off in the near future.”
‘He 'also noted *‘the 1mportance
‘of the representation of the poor
on the board."

Councilman Kenneth Stratton
called participation of the peor
“a good approach” fto solvmg'v
the problem of poverty. -
“In the ‘past we've had social
workers and such people who
may have been well trained but
were not necessarily successful
in doing the job,” he continued.
“The 'poor, themselves, now
|have a great opportunity. They
| certainly can’t do a worse job.”

Paul Hursey, chairman of the
EOC, thanked the council for
its contribution.

He said the money will be
used in a way that the people
of Champalgn County who have

{|year, mﬂ“ be able to look for-
ward f@b'ﬁomefﬂmig m’bﬁn& !
out Gt“*p‘bverty"‘ Cy SR

He said he eXpected gréat
things to come out of the coun-

the project.

. Serve to perpetuate segregatlon

“““ 5

3 Iivmg in the projeet area.

= ~of 60 units of ‘public housing in
~ the project area and the loca-

‘newal in Champaign, remained
“eonfident Tuesday his
_plaint against the project would
' Yeceive a proper hearing from
federal authorities,

Despite the fact he has re-
‘€eived no ‘reply irom his’ re-
“quest for a meeting with the
-Midwest director of the U. S.

. Civil Rights Commission, Bish-
op said he would wait “two or |

- three weeks more” before sub-
“rmt‘hng another request.
- “If the federal government is
takmg 45 days to approve the
*"plan in Chicago and another 45
-in Washington, we’ll have no
“problems,” he said.
~- Bishop pointed out it had been
fenly a little over a week”
-mnce he’ submitted his request
for a meeting. *You know how
~slow the federal government
warks he said.
Blshop is protesting the fn‘st
“urban renewal project in Cham-
paign because he says it will

The city council passed the plan
in a meeting last ‘month
over protests of several persons

Blshop contends the location

Thus begins the letter fro

com- A. Dean Swartzel, U.S. region

director of urban renewal,
Champaign Urban Renewal I
rector David Gensemer, datt
March 8, which could spell t]
end of years of planning ar
over 590,000 in federal fun
expended for Champaign urb:
‘renewal,

Swartzel contends in the le
ter that only one of three co
ditions attached to approval
‘the survey and planning appl
cation had been met, accordir
to documentation submitted ¢
days ago with the part 1 plar
~ Swartzel said the first cond
tion not to be met was th
maintenance of a meaningfi
and effective liaison and co
sultation with the Neighborhoo
committee ‘“so it ‘can assis
\with proposals for public an
private - housing, planning fo
relocation, needed social sery
ices for displaced families, etc.’

Swartzel said his office i
aware that monthly meeting
had been held and some sug
gestions' of the Neighborhoo
Committee had been incorpor
ated in project plans.

- He said his office was fur

Hon of the other 60 “‘just out-

- mde the ghetto” will result in
cantmued segregation. :

qu Blshép said Mon-
dey “I understand these com-
plaints are received on a firsi-
come, flrst-served basls 3

‘newsletters,

ther aware that the Citizen'’
Advisory Committee on Urbar
Renewal and the city agreed o
a compromise for dividing the
public housing units * betweer
the project area and elsewhere
Social Services ;
“However, the role of the
- |Neighborhood Committee in de
veloping proposals for public
and private housing, planning
for relocation and needed so
cial services for displaced fam

‘ilies must be specifically docu

mented.

““A narrative statement anc
minutes of meet:
ings or other pertinent docu-

leil’s work i the- comhig year,-

- = S e

mentation should be submitted
whxch will establish that the
|liaison and consultation h a d
'been meaningful and effective
iand that it has dealt with the
[speclfm
(above.” _
Swartzel said this required
document: should deal spe-

subjects mentioned

led to the. second ;
most important condition, whick
Swartzel said had not been met
—the elimination of segregatlon
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The hmng of an: assocmte pIan-
iner and an engineering draftsman
was authorized by the Champaign
City Council Tuesday night for
;gelp ‘in developing Champaign’s
urban renewal program,

‘The counci also authorized the
city staff, ih cooperation with the
Citizen's Advisory Commitlee, to
proceed with the pr eparation of a
General Neighborhood Renewal
Plan (GNRP) application for the
area bounded by University Ave-
nue, Bradley Avenue, the Illinois
Central Railroad traeks and the
east city limits.

. Other recommendahons from City
Manager Robert H, Oldland that
‘were approved by the council:

1. That, upon approval of.the
GNRP applicaton, the city use
funds allocated by the federal gov-

ernment  to - “expedite the pro-
gram in a manner to be detemun
ed by the City Council.”
I 4. That as soon as §he GNRP
{ ‘progress will allow, a survey and
planning application bescompleted,
reviewed by the City Council and
filed with the U.S. - Housing and
Home Finance Agenc;y for approv-
al¥3 That advance planning funds,
as allowed by the HHFA on the
application, be used to proceed
with specific  project planning
w;thm the nexghborhood area ““in

}assxgnable to the Cxty of Cham-
p_algn 28

4 “That a strcmg Cltlzem Ad-
vxsory Committee be retained to
assist in program developmenm
and to enlist,» ie cooper t;on and|
participation  of m“&%ns in!
brmgmg the program to fruition. !

ency account in generq
servim for the ranamder of thls

zem Statf Writer

Residents of Northeast
Champaign dlscussed . poverty
Friday noon in the Colony
Room of the Urbana meoln
|Hotel.

What  started out to be a
discussion of “Who Speaks for
the Neighborhood” turned out
to be a debate on “What does
the League of Women Voters
Plan to Do to Help the Negro?”

“I'm wondering what we are
doing here laughing and eating
and joking and sitting here talk-
ing about what we would like,
but not doing anything about
it,” said Johmn Lee Johnson,
community organizer for Proj-
ect Enable.

“Luncheons are fine, but we
still aren’t doing anything about
poverty,” Johnson told mem-
bers of the League, representa-
tives of organizations involved
in Urban Renewal, and all four
candidates for mayor of Cham-
paign.

“I think if's important that
we stop talking about dialogue
and stop asking the Negro,
‘What can I do for you?” We
should be doing :iomethmg
about it, mt just 1g about
lt ” - = -8

“If we consndet ourselves ?s
leaders, as most of tbe peop e
in this room do, then we
should take on the role, of lead-
ers. I'm not aski'lg that
love me, but T amﬁas g that

wyou give me a | ~ahe
|sai : mcgﬁ.

id. ;
' He then asked the ague,
“Why did you support the Ur-

ban Renewal Project when ev-
eryone in the eommun’ity was
against it?”’ .

John Bar, chairman ot the
Citizens Advisory Council on
Urban Renewal, explained to
Johnson why the League and
other groups supported Urban
Renewal.

“Urban Renewal is an
over-all community proj-
ect,”” he said. “We had to
sell it to the entire eommu-

> nity £3] = .1’

“A year ago there was no
integrated public housing in
Champaign,” Barr said. ‘‘This
is mot true today.”

When the Urban Renewal
Project started, according to
Barr, 90 units of housing was
to be built inside the Northeast
area, while now 60 units will be
built inside and 60 outside the
area. g

‘“Most opponents of the proj-
lect are older citizens. I've been
told that young people don’t
feel this way. A lot of people|
will be inconvenienced but a
lot of people felf this would be
an . ~overall .. lmprovement for
the entire
sald. ol

they would have to wa.lt until
the League: candidates meet-
mg in February to express their
views, several members of the
League had something to say
fon poverty and the League of
Women Voters.

Answering Rev. Blaine Ram—
sey’s question, “How does the
League stand on the question
of open occupancy, Mrs. Helen

Levin, League state president,.

explained that the League does
not take a position unless there
is wide agreement among the
members.

“The League did adopt a
study on equal
housing throughout the state
and on Feb. 1 we will come to
an agreement to support or op-
pose legislation on this,” she
said.

“Tt is fair to say,” Mrs. Lev-
in said, “that we will support
some kind of bill on open occu-
pancy in the state legislature.”

When Rev. Ramsey sug-
gested then that the League
should also take action in
preventing a cut in funds
for the anti- poverty pro-
gram, he was told that the
League has been engaged
in a three-year study on the
anti-poverty program and
supports the program.

In reply to Johnson’s plea to
“let me see you not only in
voice but in action,” a League
member explained, ‘“Not all or-
ganizations do everything. This
organization has tfaken on it-
self the job of bringing about
education in issues relating to
government.”

“We are interested in getting
people registered to vote.
We’ve been studying and ac-
cumulating: information which
can be made available to the
whole community to use to
bring about changes,” she said.

Concluding the meeting, Barr
said, “If we had to do the Ur-
ban Renewal Project all over
again, the area we would choose
would not be the one we are
working on today. It would en-
compass the Northeast End and
n |€xpand out. But if we did this
now, the TU.S. government
would say we don’t know what
we are talking about.”

“And baél:g the question of
what has the League done? I
would say that the League has
seen to it that a lot of people
get into public office who also
have a social conscience,” he

|declared.

opportunity |

|
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To Discuss
Elderl

Housmg

’ Champaign County Houx
’Authorlty trustees will n
with Urbana eity officials
the next few weeks to disc
Ipl.ams for the new public he
ing project ‘for the elderh
[ ‘Harold Sloan, Housmg di
tor said Monday no meet
has been officially called
the Authority plans “an
formal meeting within the n
couple of weeks.”
! The new Urbana project,
[$17% million high rise 100-t
apartment building for the
derly, was discussed at
Authority’s meeting last we
but no decisions were ma
concerning location or date
construetion.

The Urbana City Council
a meeting Jan. 16 approved
‘‘cooperation “agreement” w
the government to qualify 1
the construction of the buildi
110 be inside city limits.
“The first step, the issuan
of $15,000° for preliminary st
veys aud plans, is expect
[within the next few weeks
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Proiecf ;

The congregation of the Un
Itanan Universalist Church, 30
'W. Green, U, voted to coope
|ate with other local churches i
(@ non - profit organization 1t
|sponsor low cost public housin
in the Champaign Urbana comn
| munity under 221-d-3 provision.

The congregation 'took thi
action in 'a special meetin,
conducted by Prof. Sheldol
Plager, UI College of Law
held Monday evening follow
ing the. congregation’s regula
semi-annual meeting.

The board of trusfees of th
church will appoint two repre
sentatives from the Unitaria
Universalist Church to servi
on a board of directors for the
non-profit corporation with oth
er area church representa
tives.

Other area churches partici
pating in. the zcorporatlon are
Wesley Methodist Church anc
the- MecKin ey Presbyterias
Church. Four other loca
churches are considering join
ing the brganizatmn

At the semi-annual meeting
of the congregation of the Uni:
tarian Universalist church | the
budget for 1967 was -approved
and Mrs. Duane Cooper was re-
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sise Lower
mits For
pusing Aid

fmum. income restric-
pn eligibility for occupan-
Champaign County Pub-
using were raised an av-
of 1 $500 per- leyel in
we approved . by CCPA
of directors Wednesday
a4 directors - decided in
quarterly meeting the
ction was long overdue.
nan Oscar Steer recalled
t had been eight to -10
since a similar raise Iz
had been studied.

suant to the board’s ac-
me person must have an
| income not to exeeed
to qualify; two persons
annual; three or fowm

s, $3,800; five or six per-

$4000; and seven o1
$4,200.

Maximums

ner maximums stood
fory one or two people
for three or four; $3,500
/e or more.

each dependent mino;
family, the gross*incoms
| by .all members 'is &
by $100. Togéther with
deductions * possible,. a
sarning $5,000 could feas-
ualify for public housing
had a large family, the
members  discovered.
1sing director Harold
some of the reasonin
explained fo the fmem
his suggestion for mak-
e increase in maXimun
ions.
npaign County was
105t others in raising 1!
he said, and the measu
~ Wednesday afternoon
within the high and low
ibn  ‘range of various
authorities.

r Cent Low

her consideration,
s that directives from
ficials in the regional
Chicago allowed the |
ities to set maximum eli-
 limitations not fo exc
cent below the low sfan
r private housing figured
basis of a family movine
new home.

rs of the lowest pric
in this area, Sloan
1, require that the princi-
ige earner make at le
annual wage.

monthly payment on the
priced new home built
jate developers is approx-
y $85 per month, Sloan
and based on a study by
1 utility companies, the
bill for a three-bedroom
runs approximately $27
onth for all utilities, in-
y water, waste disposal,
city and fuel.

d member Glenn Fuliz
ted eligibility* changes
e made more often in the
" in keeping with rises in
st of living in genezal.

Downtown Power Supply
Systems to Be Buried

The electrical distribution sys-|paign Downtown Council Tues-|er Co. to step up its program
tems in downtown Champaigniday praised the IPC's plan as of modernizing and improving
and downtown Urbana will be\“a wonderful thing for the down-|the appearance of its facilities.
moved underground, it was an-|town area.”
nounced Tuesday by Illinois| The spokesman said moving
Power Co. the electric facilities under-

Champaign and Urbana are|ground “will be beneficial to the
among 12 cities in which thisiwhnle city and will certainly
improvement is to be made, ac-|help in beautification efforts.”
cording to R. B. Campbell, IPC| A number of downtown Cham-
manager. A timetable a nd paign merchants, notably Robe-| Initial phase
priorities will be set after en-|son’s, have long worked for such|underground p calls for an
gineering studies are complete an improvement. expenditure o million over
in these cities. Announcement of the down-|a period of years, Campbell

The work will proceed over a|town underground plans, which|said. Other cities in the plan
period of years, as manpower|will entail no cost to the city or|are Belleville, Bloomington, Cen-
and materials are available, he|its taxpayers, was made con-|'ralia, Danville, Galesburg,
said. currently with disclosure of a|Granite City, Kewanee, LaSalle,
A spokesman for the Cham-|$28 million plan by Illinois Pow-|Mt. Vernon and Ottawa,

Work has been in progress but
under the new: pgesy amnounced
Tuesday at he i
catur, plans
|ahead as rapid
and manpower

: [ The city’s share of costs is|
Project 1: lone - fourth of the estimated|
. "lnet project cost of $3.015‘825.'
l [ This is the estimated cost of the,‘

l V enewa meject after receipt of revenue|

= {| for resale of property. i
The other three - fourths of]|

Won't Aid Negro

EDITOR MG~ [3/257 65

I am writing concerning this so called
urban renewal. I am against it. It wont
help the Negro. All it will do is make the
Negro poorer and the white man richer.
I am too old to buy another home and I
dont intend to give up my home and pay
*p my home. My

will be able to

ent. I am going t

will be asked at Tuesday night’s|
Champaign's share of costs Inijlion.

Slla,re About %the cost are borne by the fed-|
eral government. 1

$753,956 ; council meeting to approve fil-|
ing of an application for loans|

for the city’s Urban Renewal|| This figure represents the|
Project 1 is estimated at $753,-||;yaximum amount in loans and

The Champaign City Council|
Raavil kT and grants totaling almost $2.8|
956, City Manager Warren||orants which the city plans to]

husband is ill and
work anymore. I pay my siste:

with his while T work. 1

& 1 Tany vOrries O aned
Browning announced Tuesday. request during the course of the| ;, ny ‘1\' ”1‘\ now ‘H‘.,‘I ) N /
Of this, $400,000 will be pro-| : iore. If this so called urban renewal
’ pro- i project. cant force the white people fo sell to the

vided from utility tax funds and|

the rest in the form of credits‘ P':I“’lg:se:p;::gtion sl Be ;e
for public improvements to be| companied by a proposed Ur-
made within the project area. ban Renewal plan, but Tues-|

Public improvements already day night’s action will not con-
planned will provide most of stitute city council approval or
this balance. These include an disapproval of that plan.
estimated $106,420 credit for| Federal authorities will view
construction of public hqusing‘ the proposed plan to see if it
and other expected credits of| meets requirements and return
about $149,000. the plan in about 60 days.

This leaves a balance of ap- ||~ 4 public hearing will then be|
proximately: $98,000 still to _be; scheduled, probably in mid-|
provided by the city. Browning| March, and the city council wﬂl.
said he expects other pubhc‘ then act to approve or disap-
|improvements over the three- prove the plan after any modi-
year period will supply credits|h g .ions have been made.
| n this amount, This later vote will be the‘
Possible Improvements crucial one determining wheth-|

These may include such items|jer the city proceeds to execute|
as park improvements and a|jthe Project 1 plan or abandons |
day care center being consider-|jit. {
ed by the Champaign Public |
Housing. Authority for the public
housing units.

Negro or rent to them, they cant force
the Negro to sell. If they really wanted
to help the so called poor they would
build some low rent housing for them.

This is my castle and I will spend the
rest of my life in jail before they will
get my home. People who work for a liv-
ing are not in poverty. Christ was born
in poverty and there never has been a
man as good as he was. God has plans
for the poor if they live right but not the
rich.

MRS. IDA MAI CARTHEL
408 E. Eureka St., C.







By HAL ALEXANDER

News-Gazette Staff Writer project area.

The Champaign Board of| The board was unanimous in
Park Commissioners Thursday|approving its agreement with
committed iiself to an expendi-| the city for the purchase of this
ture of almost $100,000 for de-ilgnd and its development.
velopment of parks in the urban| Wnder the urban renewal pro-
renewal project 1 area. am, certain pieces of land in

The major expenditure will be{fhe project area will be pur-
for the ¢ ion by 7.15 acres chased by the city and cleared
of Douglass Park. The .district|and then sold to another devel-
will alse develop a small play-|oper.
lot park in conjunction with the| The land to be developed by
public housing units to be built|the park district had been ear-

in the southwest corner of the

mmmﬁﬁf

DESIGN WINNER

Esther Garret, left, Thurs-
day was presented her prize
as winner of the city - wide
contest to design a cartoon
character fo serve as an

identifying 1 for Cham-
paign’s 'w@umewal proj-

2

ark $100,000 For Renewal Area
Development; Douglass Major

| marked by the city for that
purpose.

The city offered the park dis-
trict the parcels at the lowest
possible cost. Each piece of land
is appraised by an ouf-of-town
and a local firm. The price of-
fered to the park district was
the lower appraisal on both
pieces of land.

Detail Costs

The park district agreed to
pay $42,000 for the land involved

in the Doug}ass Park expansion

member of the Citizens Ad-
visory Council on Urban Re-
newal, which sponsored the
contest, and John Barr, chair-
man of the CAC. Miss Gar-
ret, of 910 W. HlﬁS‘ﬁ,wa
fIine arts major at the U. of

Urban Renewal

Committees Meet

The Champaign Citizens Ad-
visory Committee on Up ban Re-
"tlp_;wal was to meet at 4 p.m.

ursdsy at the project office,
808\ 'N. Fifth s

I Urban Reneual and Pub-
commxsslm will

meet at 7: :30 p

e, > A

and $19,500 for the playlot pm
erty. The distriet estimated 335.5
300 would be needed to develop
the property into parks, brings
ing the total expenditure to 596,~
800.

The expansion of Douglz:;j
\Park will make it one of
largest in the city.

The park is currently two
large squares of land connecteq
by a thin neck, making super-
vision almost impossible. The
|expansion will  join the tweo,
|adding land to. the west and
y making -all aveas of the park
visible fmm Qﬂget areas in the
park..

The playlot near the pubhc
housing area was a congession
by the eity to the Citizen's Ad-
visory Committee on Urbhan
Renewal. It was one of five
changes in the plan made at the
advice of the CAC.

The expansion of Douglass
Park, however, remains in the
far future.

Arnold Gesterfield, general
'manager of parks, said Thurs-
day it could be three years be<
fore the city's urban renewal
program had advanced to the
stage that the property would
be available.

UR Passed

The city council has already
passed the urban renewal plan.
The final plan has been sube
mitted to federal authorities in
Chicago and could be approved
by March or April.

At this time, land acquisition
in the project area by the city

i could begin and clearance would

be undertaken.

The city is also committed
to several improvements in the
area which would probably
have to be done bhefore devel-
opment of the expanded park
began.
| The city will, in addition te
clearance, install modern street
lighting and underground utility
ilines,

There was no discussion of
the possibility of building a
new Douglass Center Thurs-
day. This is an unrelated proj-
ect to urban renewal.

This possibility was recom-
mended in the recreation sur-
vey conducted by a profession-
al planning firm employed by
the park district. The park dis-
trict will take over the recrea-
tion “department from the city
‘March 10.
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CH, PUBLIC HOUSING PROGRE}S'S. Con-
ruction of the more than $’?' mx!hon ex-
ansion of Burnham City Hospital, in center
[ picture, is progressing on sche.d\'l]e, ac-
srding to  Charles Becker: admmlstl:ator.
he project is being done in three phases.
emolition of the building at the front on

April 1 of next year, Becker said. The new
building across Stoughton now under econ-
struction will house the X-ray department
and supply z;tor:—xge’:l._h It is..also to Eci:o:;(-

ted April 1. e entire projec -
giccted topbe completed May 27, 1968. T}'xe
high rise building in the upper left of the pic-

ture is the 84-unit public housing fe
erly. Harold Sloan, county PHA ir
the building was behind sched e. Il

tract for the $1.2 million strué’_b; icilh for
completion by March | of next yez . Sloan
said. (News-Gazette aerial photo by Lnrq
Brooks). 4

|

sringfield, built in 1895, »is schet%}xlﬁevdhfor

. City Manager Warren Brown-
Ing said Friday the city has
o legal leg to stand on to halt
house-moving into the urban
renewal project area.
Councilman Kenneth 0.
Stratton last week had ques-
tioned if moving of houses
there was “‘profiteering’’ on ur-
ban renewal, because eventual-
Iy the city would have to pur-
ohase the houses for clearance.
Browning said he had con-
sulted the i attorney and
found no au ority to  stop
hese houses as long as they
et established housing, zon-
% and building standards.
e

“We cannot legally tell alalready established codes that
rerson he may et move a|the city can regulate as far as
house from one piece of prop-| house moving is the actual
erty ia ancther because the city | movement of the house from
might, and I stross might, have |one property to another,” he
to buy it for urban renewal | said.

Purposes,” Erowning said. "Anywhere a person could
The cily has not officially,build a house he can legally
stated ils position on urban re- ' move a house,” Browning said.
newal. A public meeting is ex-r It was pointed out the house
pected in the next few months, (at 708 N. Oak, which raised
after which the council will]Stranon‘s ire last week, had no
vote finally on whether to have | foundation and was presently
urban renewal. Brown i n g |sitting in a hole.
said that until this is done the| “Of course, until the struc-
city legally has no urban re- ture meets al] housing stand-
newal program. ards, the city will not allow

“The only thing' besides the | occupancy,” Browning said.






ews-Gazette Staff Writer
ywntown business districts
ities all over the nation
» something in common —
-are all in trouble and only
ighted private and munici-
planning c¢an save them,
rding to Isadore Candeub,
ident of Candeub, Fleissig,|.
v & Associates, of Newark,
, a professional planning
o
conducting his study of
ller cities in New Jersey,
deub came up with con-
ions which fit Champaign
ost perfectly.
an article in ‘““New Jersey
icipalities,”” Candeub points
“Main Street as a ' shop-
area in a small city fur-|-
es neither the intensity f
tement and diversity of
ices that can be found in
big city nor does it have
convenience, attractiveness
facilities for the shopper of-
d by the highway center.”
e competitive disadvan-
, he says, is only one phase
he problem. Smaller « lies’
ntown areas are ‘‘uniform-
haracterized by obsolescent
ut, deteriorated buildings,
‘hetic property ownership,
iec congestion and parking
lems.”
ie normal downtown area in
ller cities is usually a shop-
area located on a strip of
| four to eight blocks along
ate highway or on a major
it intersecting with a state |,
way.
e shopping area generally
‘in depth for two blocks sn
r side of Main Street with
suter reaches consisting of
nglomeration of retail and
- retail activities.
Iroad Fringe
0 a common characm
Olndmb says, is a rail-
and an industrial fringe
factories and warehouses
ding in behind the retail

:‘:meo'rmm the en-
'es to the shopping area,
may encounter- a bridge
railroad underpass. Traf-

key access points frequently
make them the major points of
congestion into and out the
business district.”

Candeub says in a typical
town, Main Street still retains|
some of its characteristics as a|
highway shopping area, includ-
ing an excessive number of fill-
ing :tatrms a local diner and a
number ‘of signs identifying the
ubiquitous ‘‘guest house.”

“‘Otherwise it is predominat-
ly a local shopping area with
maybe one or two large, inde-
pendent department stores, two
or three chains and mostly a
miscellaneous grouping of small
stores, many of which seem to
have Hought their interior fur-
n!shin@ some time in the 19205.”

-The buildings, he says, are
old and also old-fashioned. Many
of them have two or three floors
of residential uses above the
ground floor.

“If one investigates further
he would find these properties
have been in the same hands for
as long as 50 years and are now
tied up in estates or are being
held by absentee landowners
who may not have seen the prop-
erties for years.

Too Shallow

“As commercial propemes
the individual store fronts are
too small, the stores are too
shallow and the uses or collec-
tion of uses are frequently in-
appropriate.

“The camera shop, shoe shop,

barber shop and dress store will
be mixed with the delicatessen,
a newsstand, the local bank and
the shoeshine parlor, without
rhyme or reason and in contra-
diction of all the theorics of
good commercial grouping.”

Candeub says Main Street is
|remarkably lacking in any of
the amenities that would be con-
sidered as essential in any well-
designed shopping center.

The decline of Main Street be-
gan in the late 1940s and the
competition was not taken
lightly.

“Out of emergency sessions
of the merchants’ division of the

local chamber of commerce, or

its equivalent, a rapid succes-
sion of programs were put inio
effect: parking lots, better street
lighting, night shopping and a
larger budget for promotional
activities.

“In recent years, planters
Im(g been placed along some of
the Main Streets, with flower
beds and shrubs, new signs have
been installed, parking accredi-
tation systems have been insti-
tuted and experimental ‘stunt
days’ and even pedestrian malls
have been tried as measures of
fighting the highway centers.”

Look To Future

Candeub says, however, these
programs have been “virtually
entirely shopping-oriented. They
have not dealt with the eritical
matters as design of streets and
function of downtown = areas.
Tatigx “have been oriented to a

vage operation rather than
la program of reconstruction and
renewal, looking to the future
and to a service function for the
community as a whole.”.

Candeub continues that *‘as
a first step (in revitalization)
we should recognize that the
prime purpose of this program
cannot be merely the salvaging
of the Main Street merchants.
This is far too limited an ob-
Jective for the community as a
whole. Tt is certainly not one
the average taxpayer will en-
thusiastically support with his
tax dollars, and, in the final
analysis, it is questionable
whether all of the merchants

need to be salvaged.

“The dynamic and progressive
business man on Main Street
has in all probability already
established himself strongly in
the highway centers or has gone
to rather considerable expense
to refurnish his store on Main
Street and provide it with park-
ing facilities.

‘‘He is not particularly in need
of being salvaged, since he is
quite capable of taking care of
himself and probably has al-
ready taken the leadership in
getling major renewal programs
mstituted in the downtown
area.’

Candeub says the place to be-

Woesbsolesece Apat‘hy‘

(fie flow concentrating at these

gin reconstruction is the traf-
fic plan. “. . . The traffic func-
tion of Main Street must be
settled once and for all. It can-
not serve equally well as a
major highway and as the focal
point of shopping and pedes-
trian activities.

How this can be done, he says,
is up to separate communities.
| A comprehensive traffic and
highway plan is essential, he
says.

Many Obsolete

“Secondly, we should not de-
lude ourselves.about the nature
of the buidings in these down-
tfown areas, In many cases,
block after block of buildings
are obsolete, unattractive and in
need of comprehensive recon-
struction. e

““There again, halfway meas-
ures will not be adequate. While
many buildings can be saved,
the majority of the old-type
structures, going back 70 to 80
years should be acquired and

‘| demolished.

‘“Property lines must be re-
drawn to provide for large sites
for new stores and services in
the downtown area,

" “New blood is sorely needed
to provide excitement, services
and a higher standard of mer-
chandising than is presently
available in downtown areas.”

Thirdly, Candeub says, the

land use pattern of our down-

reconsidered. “It is highly
questionable in this day and age
whether the sprawling lumber
yards, the used car Iots, the
plumbing fixture warehouses
and trucking and repair serv-
ices have to be in the downtown
area.

“Our goal should be fo make
downtown a high-density urban
nucleus, providing a combina-
tion of shopping.' apartments,
churches, schools, government
offices, small parks, bus term-
inal facilities, eating places and
entertainment and recreational
facilities. =

More Than Two :

town areas must be completely’

the acres of parking
ing the shops.
“Not only are these
generally exercises in
because of the high cost of e
ecuting them, but they are b
ically false in coneept. ,
“Main Street cannot afford
cut itself off from the bo
the community 'by this type
isolation.” 4
Candeub predicts a n
wards urban renewal. B
“The merchants have |
hausted their resources in
ning through the various d
and promotional efforts
have used in the past de
cope with the competi
shopping centers 3

partial improvements
way streets, scattered
(lots and limited

treatment have also b
“With the problén
still unresolved, y

recognized need'
new developmen

cities are t “everr
urban renewal g
cludes. oo

E |

Candeub says, however. these
plans can not be carried out in/
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- PATRICK J. SLOYAN

SHINGTON (UPI) — The
n's first Negro cabinet of-
conceded Tuesday that
federally financed urban
val projects in the past

had become what one congress-
man called ‘‘Negro removal”
projects. \

Secretary Robert C. Weaver| streets serves

Department of Housing|to our attentio
iy 1 than before” and warned that

*now, in my opinion, is our lasi\
chance” to produce solutions. |

and Urban Development (HD)
told a Senate subcommittee
that the old approach to re-
newal had emphasized the bull-
dozer and renewal of slum
areas by demolition.

But, Weaver said in prepared
remarks, the emphasis has
been changed fromr physical
renewal to human renewal and|
Congress has before it 14 blllsi
that form the foundation of a
coordinated attack agamst
urban ills, human and physical.
\ Weaver was called before the
| Senate executive reorganization |
subcommittee which is investi-
lgatmg the underlying causes of
lvlolence in big city ghettoes
{and the use of federal funds to
{eombat urban ills, including
provisions for housing for those

|

dislocated — many of them
1Negroes — in slum clearance
proyects

The secretary cal]ed for

Wm passage of the 14 bills, among|

Sponsors For

Youth Dances.

The First Methodist Church

' Champaign and the First

resbyterian Church of Cham-
ign  will co-sponsor New
ear’s Eve dances for junior

1d senior high school students,

em the demon:hahon CIUE‘Q
neasure, and the 1966 civil
rights bill which includes a
provision for open housing.
Unrest in city ghettoes,
Weaver said, is the product of
problems long recognized. ‘‘For
years, we have known of our
urban pmblems — just as for

The dance for junior high
hool students will be from‘
30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. Dec.|

| in the basement of First

resbyterian Church. The “Bit-|

r End” combo will play, and

sfreshments will be served.

Admission will be 75 cents |
er student, or $1.25 per couple.
inda Meyerholz and Marin Ire-
ind are in charge of arrange-

1ents. *

The senior high dance will
e in the basement of First
lethodist Church, and music
or dancing will be provided
rom 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.

y “The Rogues.”
nents will be served.

Relresh-

Admission charge to the sen-
or high dance is $1 per per-

on or $1.50 per couple,

Alan Friederich and Bob

yers are co-chairmen.

Appl‘oprl&ttfm for both
lances” will clothes.

wo churches have sponsored
he dances, Tickets are avail-
able at either church office,
v from church representatives
vho will be selling tickets at

the schanls

e —
e ——

luman Renewal Is Asked
y» Urban Renewal Plans

years
them,"” he said.

He said the violence in the|
to “‘bring them
n more forcefully

neglected

UR CARTOON WINNER. Esther Garret,

daughter of Mr. and

W. Hill, C, was awarded a savings bond for

place cartoon figure
Committee to use for

the bond are John Barr, center, and Robert Zachery

News-Gazette Photo by Phil
Mrs. Maxwell R. Garre

entry for the Citizens
Urban Renewal. Pres
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Ransom And
Loz Approved
| By Committee

ald Laz were approved as co-
chairmen for the low cost hous-
ing committee of the Champaign
Human Relations Commission at

Thursday.

The -approval for Laz made
the appointment of months ago
official. Ransom was named to
replace Rev. J. E. Graves who
recently left the community.

Laz is a member of Laz and
Edwards, architects, and Ran-
som is manager of the I1lini
Apartments for married stu-
dents.

Martha Bussert was appoint-
ed chairman of the Adult Ad-
visory Committee of the Cham-
paign Youth | Council. Miss Bus-
|sert is educational director of
'the First Methodlst Church
| of Champalgtr
| Three new appoiniments

James Ransom Jr. and Don-'

a regular meeting of that group.

were made to the adult advis-
ory council at Thursday’s meei-
ing. Mrs. George N. Foster, 208
S. Mattis, C, and Selby P. Klein,
714 Breen, C, were appointed
for one-year terms and William
Walter, 1310 S. Broadway, U,
was appointed to 'ai“two-year
term. ;

Reappointed to the committee |
were E. Wallace Lehman, Ed-
die D. Palmer, Mrs, Glen Pic-
kens, Mrs. Willie C. Pyle, Rab-
bi A. James Rudin, Mrs.
Thomas N. Thornburn, W. Ken-
neth Porter, Robert W. Sink,
Rev. A. B. Moore, J. Michael
{|{O’BRyrne, Bernard A, Dunn, Na-
thaniel Banks, Jim Casey and
Allen A. Rivers Sr.

Mrs. Peter Horan, 615 W. Uni-
versity, C, was appointed secre-
tary of the Youth Council. Com-
mission Chairman Donald Moyer
said she was a substitute teach-
er and had spent several sum-
mers in this sort of work in Chi-
Ccago.

The eight-hour a week posi-
tion is paid from city funds.
In other action Thursday,
Moyer said considgmtzon “of
open occupaney I én
Champaign should wdt until the
courts determined the Ieg&im{
| of the issue.







4, Prpect' |
Paving Plan

Is Favored

A resolution proposing the
widening and resurfacing of
Prospect Avenue from Kirby
Avenue to Devonshire Drive |
was placed on passage Tues- |
day by the Champaign City
Council.

At the same time §$320,-
000 from the city’s motor fuel
tax allotment was appropriated
for the project. The Council’s\
final decision is expected at its ‘
Feb. 7 meeting. 4

This would essentially involve
widening the street to four
lanes. l

The Council authorized a call
for bids on the first project
which will be carried out under
'street bond program  au-
thorized last year.

This will cover the resurfac-
ing the widening of State Street |
from Springfield Avenue to
Charles Street. City Manager
Warren Browning said that bids
are being called for project now
because the engineering plans
areready. .

Park-City Pact ‘

The Council also agreed to a
“cooperation agreement” with
the Champaign Park District for |
the development of two 'park
sites within the urban renewal
area after it was explained by |
Urban Renewal Director David
|Gensemer to Councilman Seely
Johnston that this was “only an
indication of the ‘willingness of
the two governments to cooper-
ate.”

Johnston ' expressed = concern
that the Park District might not
retain all the city recreation em-
ployes when the two agencies
merge officially March 1. He
voted for the proposal.

The Council also agreed on
plans and specifications for a
maintenance garage which is to
be built in the northwest section
of the Centennial Park. Bids
will be opened Feb. 2 in the of-
fice of the Building architect,
Laz and Edwards, 303 W. Spring-
field Ave., Champaign.

Although plans call for
separate buildings, the two
governmental units will ask for
a joint bid. !

The annexation of four lots in
Lincolnshire II Subdivision was
placed on passage pending the
April ecity election. Residents,
however, will be allowed police
and fire protection under Coun-
cil policy.

Some minor adjustments
in Precincts 26 and 27 were ap-
proved. Basically, this involves
the inclusions of recently an-
nexed territory into the legal
description of the two precincts.
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vs-Gazette Staff Writer

 the family and structural
s for the urban renewal |;
t 1 area expected to be
eted by, May 1, an an-
of the data obtained from
surveys will be made by
hampaign Deperbngnt
‘Renewal. :

structural survey data

e used, with other in-|

tlon. by the Champaign
Department as a basis for
lning land uses for the
t 1 area.

family surveys and the
iral surveys will be used
fermining which families
ndividuals living in the
t area would have to be
ted.

id D. Gensemer, director
yan renewal, said that so
e number of structural
s made numbers 139 of
» be carried out. Of 216
r surveys to be made, 145

iad st

The family surveys are being
made by James Williams, relo-
cation officer, and the struetural
surveys by Martin Harris, bous-
ing inspector.

~The structural survey
data, Gensemer said, will
be used in conjunction with
studies to be made by the

Roy Wenzlick Co. of St.
 Louis. This firm was hired

by the Champaign City

Council to make land use

and marketability studies of

the Project 1 Area.

The Wenzlick study, Gensemer

said, will be put in bound form

and will set forth the conclus-
ions reached by the firm as to
the “highest and best” uses for
land within the project area. |

Gensemer added that the firm
also make recommendations as
to the size and shape of parcels
to be sold for redevelopment.
The firm will, in addition, Gen-
semer said, furnish information
on whether properties acquired
by the city can be sold and set
actimatad nrices to he asked for

roceed Or Drop Urbioir: Renewal v

parcels that can be. Some of
the houses that will be acquired
will have to be sold and moved
from the sites, Gensemer said.

The contract with the Wenz-
lick firm, approved by the City
Council at its last meeting, pro-
vides for the study to be com-
pleted within 60 days. The study
will cost $4,000.
The land use plan to be de-
veloped by the Plan Depart-
ment will determine land
uses for the area, including
making a determination as
to how properties should be
used—for sites of single fam-
ily  residences, duplexes,
multiple-family housing, or
~for other uses. ~
~ One of the plans involved in
the Project 1 a calls for
enlarging Dou Park for
160 feet to the west and for
300 feet to the north from Sixth
St. east.

Enlargement of the park was
provided for in the General
Neighborhood Renewal Plan pre-

pared for Champaien several

the project a
,|those who app!
in either lo

atlo

years ago.

All of the data will then be
put into narrative . Gen-
semer said, for ission 1o
the regional office in Chicago of
the Housing and Home Finance
Agency for review to see if the
Champaign urban renewal plan
conforms with the Feaeral
Housing Act.

that the city has compli
‘the Act, then the Champa

Gensemer said, with the land
use plan of the urban renewal
program for the Project 1 Anea
and with the relocation Mm
developed for relocating fami-
lies and individuals in the area
to other housing, when required.

Following the public hearing
the City Council will make the
decision as to ther to enter
into an agr ith the FHA
to carry out an urban renewal

|program in the Project 1 Area,

‘or to drop the urban renewal

program.

If the federal agency !’inﬁs"

City Council will call a public
|hearing. It will be concerned,




THE NEWS-GAZETTE THURSDAY, JAN.

19, 1967,

nently closed at the tracks on

Seek Yoning bt ide

George Shapland of Shapland

¥ Construction Company testified
To A ow F or he had purchased the land south
of the tracks in November 1964

for use as a construction com-

Wurehouse paﬁg Sslzt:d the site was used

formerly as a stone cutting fac-

By HAL ALEXANDER “tory site and the land was not

News-Gazette Staff Writer compatible for residential use.

A request for rezoning, which He said he intended to erect a

would allow two construction |P€%W construction warehouse and

companies fo conform to land re-model a present building for

usage and which would allow offices if the zoning change
the Shapland Construction Com- |"ere allowed.

pany to build a warehouse and O'Byme pointed out. land on

offices, was heard by the Cham- he Urbana side in that area

paign Plan Commission Tues-[" 2 zqned and used as light
N industrial as was the land in

The land in question is ]m_a‘_‘Champa.ign to the direct west.
d between Wright and Sixth| Later Conflict?
n about the 400 block north TH teud
PLELER : ' e plan e s
and is bisected diagonally by Urban Ig.ene\::lmg]i;i?t:)n- Ia)Sk‘?g
the Norfolk and Western rail- Gensemer, present at thl i
oadi It is m_‘(‘soml_\' zoned R-5, ing, if t'hp proposed e(.l:];zc;:
dit:lrlt:p(]linffirt?'”y residences, me- fyoulq conflict with any future
Y / urban renew ity
The request for I-1, light in- Chairmaex:a] ‘I‘),vl]-?ﬂs i thf-w‘\'
ngsYEIa), zoning was presented pointed out the ]anadmhadxgzne
y J. Michael O'Byrne, attor- : >4
) , rezon . i
1(1:9)" for Shapland ana McCabe reconfg]e;zaézilder:;al Haatlthg
e s rlan
Cg%";‘:‘;zogaign;]’i’:“‘Ei”‘ L Bartholomew- .and. . Associates
) § S arguments (npsfessional planners, in a gen:

nainly on the fact the land had :
always been a light industrial ;r]:ln ngfm;?;hoﬁb;ind usagel
renewa

zone until the citywide zoning area
map of 1965 was passed by the Ge‘memer sald, however: i
S > /ever, the

city council.
ty counci land would be located in the

Used As Yard §ixth urban renewal project
Don McCabe of McCabe Con-faccording to the HB&A study'

struction Company testified hisj2nd ‘their plan was "generai

portion of the property, northjand need not be followed di-

of the tracks, had been used|rectly.”

by him as a construction com-| Gensemer said also he could

pany yard since its purchasel‘‘see no adverse affect t:his re-

in 1955, at which time it was|zoning would have on any

zoned light industrial. the first two or three” y
McCabe said he believed the|renewal projects,

property impractical for . resi-| The plan commi

dential usage of any type due/request under ad:,issig;g:;k;hg

to lack of street access; pointing| Will' report its decision tn

out Sixth Street was perma- later meeting. e

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA COURIER|Sunday, Nov. 20, 1966
“ NE Champaign Proposals:

" Rec Projects in Renewal Plan

By Thom Akeman duct a study of the need for an|and for “northeast Cham-, “It will probably bhe ftwo

The newly approved urban re-|additional community center|paign.” years” before the city starts

newal plan may bring a four -|somewhere in the urban renewal| For land acquistion and plan-|buying the 28 houses that are

square block park, an expand-|Project 1 area, ning, $147,500 was provided un-|now in the area of the Douglass
ed Douglass Center and a new|Some Funds in Budgetd 3 der1 éhe collective heading of |Park expansion, he said.

community center into the neg-| Some funds were provi for|Spalding Park, Morrissey Park | = F

lected northeast Champaigngstart'mg the improvements to|and ‘“‘northeast Champaign.” ‘pa?é‘édp?;l‘(}‘rsoiatsege;’ gg ﬁ:‘e

neighborhood. the park system in the neigh-| More specific  provisions, =
: £ : = 3 E .| south, Wright Street on the east,
The plan itself calls for a 1.7 -|borhood in this fiscal  year’s|for the urban renewal area will Fareka Sirect. ot the iath: and

acre expansion of the existing|park budget. be made in the 1967 - 68 budget 5th Street on the west.

Douglass Park. | The amount that ¢an be spent|as plans become more definite | )

The Douglass Center “rehabili-|before May is unspecified be-|and the city’s priority schedule| Th2 only non - park land in
tation” is planned by the park|cause at budgeting time the fu-|is made so the park board can|this four - block area will be the
board, after it takes possession|ture of urban renewal was un-|“get into action,” said Donald F. Present Washington School at
by assuming the function of the|certain and the costs of the phy-|Bresnan, president of the board. 1Wr1ght and Grove streets and
recreation department in|sical expansion will not be de-|Startin 2 Years the Douglass Center on Grove
March. termined for several months yet.| Urban renewal director David|Street. l

Improvements to the center| Of the funds raised by the re-|C. Gensemer told The Courier| The park district’s mainten- |
will be based on recommenda»lcent $1,285,000 general obliga-|the park expansion program will ance building now on, the Doug-
tions of a community - wide| tion bond issue, $116,215 was ear- probably be the last part of the|las Park site will probably be'
study of recreation needs now|marked for building costs in|project, since clearance is plan- eliminated after the mew central|
being conducted. |Spalding Park, for a possible|ned to start in the western part|shop is completed in Centennial |

¢_board plans' to cone| park:in southwest Champaign'of the project area. Park, Bresnan said.
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itho}ma couple of ing at 918 N. Poplar St. Then backandforthontoplo hOhampdgﬂsurbmrenewal
aimed swxp%s;ﬁfn this a push from the opposite cor- rubble reduced it to kindling, program.
mer aif- ner broughtthehousedown. A  as shown in photo below. This ‘(Mbymtneamer)
to house was the first to be razed e :
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)
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W HOUSE. Mrs. Rosie Pickle, torn down when the demolition phase pgjﬁ%:wrenewal
ve, C, whose family was the first started. For more pictures and stories telling how North-
at Chnmpalgn s urban renewal area, east Neighborhood residents are faring under urban
ing room of her new home to guest renewal, see page 32 of today's News-Gazette,
ryn Lee. Mrs. Pickle's 81d house was the first to be =

mnews-Gazette Photo by Tony Burba

Danville

From Other Cities

Way Cleared for

Urban Renewal Ok

Lli | Actonthe!!t‘gbanregew;nap
- vesS Ll plieation. The money is ex-
approval of Chanﬁpmg]: g Vh‘\ ed to be used to provide
million public housing 0% ing for persons displaced
‘ hy the renewal work.
(Danville’s preliminary ur-
renewal plans came un-
hent der fire recently when plan-
‘ ﬂg director Richard Decker
‘ yarding the
were jeop-
ces

. slanning  working
on the rene | contract said

S delay mmﬁn com-
before the government i RO
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{PENTER LOCAL 44 HELPS OIC.
vo days, the Opportunities Industrial-
on Center, 804 N. Fifth, C, has been
oned from one large room into four
rooms. The workmen who perform-
he transformation are all members

A 1
N

|"ﬂ"
HIER,
i

I
News-Gazette Phtl)lf“L“IDy Robert Arbuckle
local, solicited volunteers to do the work.
Among those who donated their time
were Glen Vail, Harold Jeffers, Eddie
McDannel, Paul Cutler, Owen Goble,
Fred Connors, Earl Niccum, Ron Wag-
ner, Ralph Keagle, Ray Keagle, Layton

ie Carpenter's Union, Local 44. Gene
walt,” business representative of the

Lawhead, Robert Welch, Bill Maier, Don-

\
DNESDAY, MAY 8, 1963
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Favor Downtown
Street Program

By TONY BURBA
News-Gazette Staff Writer
The Champaign Parking and

Traffic Commission Tuesday
ifternoon voted unanimously to
ipprove several recommenda-
ions for street improvements
in the city's central business
fistrict.

Thé improvements were the
three proposed several months
ago by the Champaign Develop-
ment Corporation.

The Parking and Traffie Com-
mission recommendation will be
sent on to the City Council,
along with similar approval
from the city Plan Commission.
{The council directed both com-
]missions to study the plans and

Commissioner Elmer Ba
pointed out that the Harlan
Bartholomew and Associat
study currently is 18 months b
hind schedule and is not expee
ed to be completed for anothe
year,

Commissioner Stanford Sh
lem said that no plan would eve
be able to ecatch up with th
city’s traffic needs. “The bes
thing we can do is set up goo
targels for action,” he said,
Bash said the commission’
only concern should be to de
cide whether the proposed strea
improvements are good or bad
The First Chance ;
“This is the first time in th

|prepare recommendations,
The council's next official ac-
[tion on the improvements is ex-l
{pected to be consideration of
| amendments to the city’s officiall
{street and highway plan, com-
mitting the city to execute the
downtown projects ‘“when fund-
ing becomes available,”
Would Defer
Commission Chairman John

on the plan so that the planners
which prepared it, Candueb,

,|einle” and, subject fo fur

Baerwald at first suggested the |effect, which quickly
commission defer consideration on a roll call vote.

ald Ensign and Guy Eversole.

veryone Pitches In; Old

fore Becomes OIC School

ONNIE BLANKENSHIP |

s-Gazette Staff Writer

private businesses and a
mion have cooperated to
rm a former grocery
nto a four-room school.

Opportunities Industriali-
LCenter, 804 N. Fifth, C,
two days ago was one
oom, now has two 16 x 16
oms and two larger
oms connected by folding
which can be moved to
modate a large group of

transformation was ac-

shed through the coopera-|

local private businesses,
cinforces the conjecture

ore and more community |
t is being garnered for|

job-training program for,
rained disadvantaged.

|and Associates, which currently
|is preparing a long-range plan
{for traffic improvements in the
|entire’ Champaign-Urbana met-

| It all began when Creativg
|Buildings, Ine., 1101 E. Uni-
versity, U, offered fo donate
materials to partition the former
market. s ol
Officials of the Carpenter
Union, Local 44, soliciteq volun-
teers to erect the partitaons..
Supply Doors i
W‘:)ll,oyl;an Lumber Cb.,j'?rqnt—
age Road, Champaign, sgpphed‘
the doors and some wood pan-
eling needed for the Urban :Re-
newal side of one wall. Urban
Renewal offices are at the front
of the school building.

cis Dr., C, volunteered to supp.,
the labor and materials to in-
stall additional toilet facilities
required by the Board of Health,
and a drinking fountain.

The concrete floor had to be
broken before the plumbing
could be installed. Don McCabe,

Ed_Sprinkle, of s‘pTiriTA up with another in a couple of
Plumbing and Heating, 905 Fra months?” Baerwald asked,

Fleissig and Associates, ecould
collaborate with the planning’
firm of Harland, Bartholemew

ropolitan area.
“Why should we adopt one
plan now and have them come

35 years I've heen involved i
groups like this that we've ae
tually had a chance to do some{
thing in the downtown area.d

’1hink we should approve this

principle,” he said,

City Manager Warren Bro
ing siggested that the comm
sion =pprove the plan “in p

considerations of feasibility.
Fash made a motion to tha
passed 74

The projects approved in
vote include construction of a
new north-sonih street hy exs
tending Chestnut Street to con-
nect South Neil and Novth M r
ket streets, creation of a nﬁ
east-west strect by econnec
West Church Street to Ea
Park Street via Main Street and
a new underpass at the Illi
Central railroad tracks, . an
widening and improvement |
First Street from Kirby Aven

contractor, 405 N. Wright, C,
sent his equipment to the site,
and the job was done.
Richard Johnson, an eleetri-
cian who is also an OIC board

Then Tile Specialists, Inc., 802/

bare concrete where market fix-
tures had once been. |

W. Bradley, C, donated about lighting to the newly-arranged
500 square feet of tile to cover  jaserooms.

electrical system, to adjust the

member, began work on thel

New Interior

An entirely different-looking
interior now awaits members of
the office procedures class,
which is the first course offered
locally by OIC.

north to Park Street,
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